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I’ISHEBY COMMISSION. 



I/ETTEE OF APPOINTMENT AND INSTRUCTION. 



Dublin Castle, 2nd November, 1835. 

GENTLEiBEN,— lam directed by the Lord Lieutenant, to convey his wish that 
you should, as speedily as possible, institute an inquiry respecting the present 
State of the Irish Fisheries, the Laws affecting, and the Means and Expediency 
of extending and improving them. His Excellency approves of the accom- 
panying Suggestions as a guide for the Inquiry, and a basis of the Report 
which he wishes to be presented to him, with as much speed as -is compatible 
with due attention to the matter concerned. 

As the Commissioners of the Board of Works could not be expected to do 
justice to such an Inquiry, in addition to their other avocations, without as- 
sistance, His Excellency authorizes you to associate with yourselves in this 
undertaking the following persons Ch,vrles A. Walker, Esq., M.P., Sir 
Charles Morga.x, Jajies Redmond Barry, John Jagoe, Henry Tow.ns- 
END, and William Stanley, Esquires.* 

Upon the completion of the Report, the Commissioners are desired to sub- 
mit to His Excellency, for transmission to His Majesty's Treasury, an ac- 
count of the sums which may be necessary to defray the expenses incurred 
m the prosecution of the Inquiry, together with such remuneration as they 
may, in their judgment, deem fitting for any of the persons associated. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 



Commissioners of Public Works, 
&c., &c., &c. 



. Suggestions on the Course op the Proposed Investigation into the 
Subject of the Irish Fisheries. 

Consult and make an abstract of the principal provisions of the different 
Acts of Parliament referring to the Fisheries, distinguishing those which have 
been repealed, from those still in force. 

Consult the Reports of the Irish Fishery Board, presented to Parliament; 
their Minute Books and Correspondence, with any other papers or publications 
of the day, tending to give an account of the operations of that period. 

Although it will be found that nearly the whole of the proceedings at that 

Henbv K. Paint, Esq., added subsequently. 

a 
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time were connected with the system of Bounties, and no idea of a renewal 
of such a system, in any degree, can be admitted; yet it is necessary to re- 
cord how the affairs were managed, and many useful points unconnected with 
it, may incidentally be elicited. 

Consult the regulations adopted in other countries, more particularly the 
various Acts of Parliament affecting the Fisheries of England and Scotland ; 
also the Reports of any Commissions, Boards, or Committees, or of any 
private Societies or Associations for the Promotion of the Fisheries ; to 
ascertain the measures that may have been, or still are adojjted for that 
purpose. 

Much information may probably be obtained from works published on the 
subject, as also from Pamphlets, Reviews, &c. 

Endeavour to ascertain from these sources, as well as from inquiries, as 
fi'om persons ( onversant in the various branches of the business, and experi- 
enced in the regulations adopted at the dilferent Fishery Stations, what are 
the measures that have been found bensficial, and those which have proved 
otherwise. The object being to catch as great a quantity of fish as can be 
taken, without the risk of producing scarcity in succeeding years ; various 
interesting subjects of inquiry present themselves, as connected with this de- 
sideratum. It will be necessary to ascertain how far the restrictions, laid 
upon different modes of fishing, the limits to the seasons, to the localities of 
dilferent fisheries, and to the kind of nets employed, are founded on 
good prin. iples; and whether some of these regulations have not originated 
in old and erroneous conceptions, or in the false principle of encouraging the 
more imperfe.t methods adopted by the poorer class who have not capital or 
means for the adoption of improved systems. 

The pool- fishermen on tlie coast naturally support the latter principle, 
on the plea of ihe cruelty of not enforcing restrictions on operations depriving 
them, as diev b liev.-, of ihc'ir onlv means of subsistence, and thus reducing 
ihenise'iV an 1 .amilies ti‘ a slate of beggary ; but whatever uther expedients 
may he a 'ojited fin- their benelit, the pi'iiiciple of .individual l elief, at the ex- 
pense of i'l'iici a improvt merit cannot be admitted. 

Visit the iliffei-i-nl stitioii^ on the Irish Coast — inquire minutely into their 
capa' i!itie<— ibe va: ieties onish found there— (he seasons for taking them — 
and the best n odes for tha pui ]’o?a — he pr liable extent to which the business 
niiglit he caiiie l - the m.tur:; ol the slioies, harliouis, and accommodation fur 
the vessels — the interior communications, markets, &c. 

Ascertain the means employed, and the extent to which the work is at pre- 
sent carried. 

Investigate any peculiarity affecting each station, the dissensions among the 
boatmen or fishermen, whether arising from subjects connected with the busi- 
ness, or from party feelings ; the superstitions or prejudices existing in some 
parts ; the degree of undue influence exercised by associations, or any exist- 
ing tendency towards injurious combinations, or other acts likely to deter capi- 
talists from embarking in the undertaking. 

On many parts of the coast disputes have arisen between the line fisher- 
men and those using trawling, or other nets, which have led to acts of violence 
complained of. Such proceedings have been reported in Dublin Bay, off the 
Skerries, at Dingle Bay, and other places. At the Claddagh (Galway town) 
an association has long existed among the fishermen, who have a self-ap- 
pointed chief, and are subject to rules and regulations founded on superstitious 
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and indolent habits, and opposed to many useful and industrious operations. 
So powerful is this body, that it has been very frequently necessary to check 
their proceedings by Government armed vessels. These are a few instances; 
but many others may probably be found in other places. 

The result of this examination will tend to prove how far the provisions of 
the Acts of Parliament, and the existing measures and regulations are efficient 
or otherwise ; whether those founded on general principles are applicable, and 
should be adopted, or if they may not require modification, or addition for 
peculiar circumstances, or localities. 



Much information may probably be obtained on this head from the officers 
employed by the old Fishery Board; but the opinions of those insubordinate 
stations must be received with caution on the subject of the systems it may be 
advisable to adopt, as in many instances their minds are deeply imbued with 
ideas of the propriety of the renewal of Bounties-of extensive Government 
establishments, with other measures not generally approved on the present 
improved system of true policy; but which will naturally find clamorous ad- 
vocates on the slightest encouragement 

It would be necessary to take a distinct view of the operations and regula- 
tions for the deep sea, the inland, and the shore Fisheries, as also that at the 
mouths of rivers. 

All are of great importance, have been much neglected, and require differ- 
ent treatment. 

The propriety of the use of the Scotch stake-net, against which there is a 
strong prejudice in Ireland, is deserving of consideration. They are undoubt- 
edly most productive, but it is asserted that they exhaust the supply of fish 
to an extent that may threaten a material diminution in the stock for many 
years. *' 



In the rivers, the construction of Eel and Salmon weirs will form an inter- 
esting subject of inquiry; and whether they also, in their present form, and 
being practically of unlimited operation in season and situation, may not be 
found too destructive. 

A clear statement of these and other similar researches will be extremely 
valuable as a guide to future exertions, and on them may be founded the de- 
tailed provisions of an entire new Act, of which the regulations should he under 
the cognizance of the civil Magistrates and authorities of the country, with 
as little direct interference as possible from the Government, an interference 
which has hitherto been too much mixed up with every undertaking in 
Ireland. 
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FIRST REPORT 

ON 

THE lEISH FISHEEIES. 



oTtS Iril rt, “>•= November, 1835, ;„,o the State 

proceeded trithout delay i„ the 
•>'- -parateU o? 

1st. To the Officers of the Coast Guard in Ireland, and all odter persons supposed 
to be acquainted with the Irish Sea Fisheries. 

2nd. To the Officers of the Coast Guard in Great Britain, the British Fishery 

to tira-M t “formation relative 

to the Biiush Fisheries, which might be available in the Irisl, Inquiry. 

id.^ To persons interested in, or acquainted with, the Irish Salmon Fisheries 
Commissioners subsequently proceeded to the principal fishing places on tlie Irish 'coast 
for Parpase of personally examining into the operations of the Fisheries, and the condi- 
tion of the M-mmten their boats and gear; into .the state of harbours and other accommo- 

ctlT flTl 1 fofo 4= trade of fish- 

g, die local markets, and the means of transmitting fish to interior towns. 

Two Commissioners visited the Isle of Man, which is ninch frequented by Irish fishers 

dimng the summer Herring season j and Liverpool, which is one of their principal markets 

Meanwhile, application was made through the tish Chief Secretary’s Office for such 
ni ormation concerniiig the Fishery Laws of Foreign Nations, as could be" obtained by dlpt- 
Sm •>“” from FranJ, Bel- 

lerence with the Fisheries exercised m those countries. 

fr„!T records of the late Irish Fishery Commissioners, and 

from those members of their own body who had formerly belonged to the latter Board 
they have obtained much valuable information. ’ 

■They considted such publications as tliey could procure, in any way connected with the 
an^BTaL™*:" reverffi Merchants, Flsh-curers, Salesmen, 

’The information thus acquired they have separated and arranged for appending to two 
FlitrL tlie Salmon or River 



the coast fisheries. 

The Fisheries of the Irish coast, with regard both to their prodiietlveiieas, and to their 
commercial relations, may be conveniently divided into districts • 

«l7.''d’’‘'rp7 f “T Donegal,) the waters 

abound with fish ; but the means of fishing (except at Galway,) .are rude and inefficient. The 
fishermen are for the most part holders of small patches of land ; and with them fishin-^ is 
only an occasional occupation. Along the line of this extensive coast, regular fishing is con- 
fined to a few towns ; and the trade is only considerable during the Herring seasons At 
those times, however, travelling traders repair in great numbers to the several fishing liar- 
bonrs, to purchase fi.,h, which they carry to the interior to be consumed fi-esh. Upon 
Aese traders the Herring fishers principally depend; for it is only at Galway and at Killy- 
beg,s on the coast of Donegal, that they derive any aid from fish-curers. 

A 2 
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jy FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 

It is in this district that poverty especially prevails, that famines are of ordinary recur- 
rence, and that the means of the fisherman are the most completely inadequate to a profit- 
able pursuit of his avocation. Here it is, that the general condition of the country offers 
the fewest auxiliaries to the philanthropist in his plans of improvement ; and that the Com- 
missioners have found the greatest difficulty in discovering any satisfactory and applicable 
measure of relief. Along the greater part of this line of coast, the boats, botli in size and 
in construction, are unfitted for encountering the uncertain and turbulent ocean ; while the 
remoteness of the great towns, leaves the fisherman (excepting those near Galway and 
Sligo,) without a sufficient accessible supply of salt and of other means for curing the fish, 
should they arrive in great abundance on the shore. 

So destitute of resources are the inhabitants upon part of the Donegal coast, that it is 
stated by Lieutenant M‘Gladdery, of the Coast Guard, that it is usual for the peasantry 
to club tlieir bed clothes in considerable numbers, in order to take Herrings with them in 
the inlets of the sea ; their families meantime dispensing altogether with those necessaries — 
{Evidence, p. 55.) 

2dly, From Malin Head to Belfast Loch, the demand on the industry of the fisherman 
is more steady ; fishing b more continuously pursued (excepting on a part of the Antrim 
coast, where the fishermen are landholders,) and the supplies thus obtained find a ready 
sale either at home, or in the markets of Glasgow and Liverpool. To the latter places the 
fish are conveyed by steamers, which ply between these towns and Londonderry or Belfast. 

In this district, also, the means of fishing are very defective. Along the coasts of both 
districts, shoals of Mackerel appear during the autumn ; but in neither of them is any pre- 
paration made for taking that valuable fish. 

3diy, From the Loch of Belfast, proceeding southward, the waters continue productive; 
but agricultural employment being more remunerative, the trade of fishing (except for Her- 
rings) is constantly followed at two or three places only. On this line of coast, the popu- 
lation are generally indifferent to the pursuit. 

4thly, From Carlingford, through the Bay of Dublin, as far as Wexford, complaints are 
heard of the scai-city of fish ; and in point of fact, from Dublin to Wexford, little fishing is 
carried on for the supply of the Dublin market. It is confidently asserted that this dimi- 
nution amounts to three-fourths of the quantity taken at a period not many years distant — 
{Evidence cj Dublin Fishermen and Salesmen.) This failure in productiveness is attributed 
to an over-fishing, and to a destruction of spawn, — both imputed to the trawlers. The 
supply of largo fish, also, it is said has decreased ; and the Dublin Haddock of other days, 
more especially, has become a rare prize ; but large Haddock is now abundant on the 
southern coast, where it did not exist at the time when it was most plentiful in Dublin Bay. 
In seeming contradiction to this evidence, it must be stated, that the number of productive 
banks to the north of Howth, reported by the Coast Guard Officers, is considerable. It 
is therefore probable, that the asserted scarcity of fish, if not altogether an error, applies 
chiefly to the in-shore fisheries. The English trawlers, who are well appointed, and fish 
the deep waters, make no complaints ; Mr. Bartlett, on the contrary, acknowledges a 
steady profit of £30 per cent, on his outlay, with which he seems perfectly satisfied. With 
respect more particularly to the Wicklow and Wexford coast, the most urgent complaint is 
less of the want of fish, than of shelter ; as on this part of the coast the quantity of moving 
sand and the power of the waves, render the construction of permanent harbours exti'emely 
difficult. 

5thly, At Waterford, again, the fishing resources were long believed to be abundant. 
The famous Nymph Bank off that county, was asserted to yield White Fish in an inex- 
haustible quantity ; and evidence has been offered, that persons on the Light-ship moored 
near this bank, have recently fished with wonderful success. — {See Mr. Halpin's Letter, 
p. 180.) However, the local replies to queries state, that a scarcity of fish is very generally 
felt on this coast. 

From Waterford, round the entire south coast, a recent decline in the productiveness of 
the water, and a scarcity of fish are matters of continued local complmnt. But this scarcity 
seems to be confined only to the bays and in-shore fisheries, to which the operations of the 
fishermen, owing to their poverty, and insufficient gear, are chiefly confined. On many points 
along this line, round to tlie mouth of the Shannon (which completes the circuit of Ireland,) 
the markets cannot be considered as altogether deficient. There are several great towns, 
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OF THE IRISH FISHERY INQUIRY. 



Cork included, which derive their chief supplies from this coast, and the number of se- 
condary towns in the interior is considerable. In these markets, however, the coast of 
Kerry, from its position, has little participation; and generally, the communication between 
the inland towns and the fishing harbours is less active, than, with a littleattention to means 
and appliances, it might be; in so much, that the fisheries on the southern coast are by no 
means what a glance at the geography of the country might lead the inquirer to expect. 

In the Evidence will be found a description of the most remarkable fishinggrounds around 
the entire coast of Ireland, as supplied by the Coast Guard replies to the Commissioners’ 
queries. These are founded on information communicated by the fishermen ; and though, 
m all probability not sufficiently accurate, they are still enough to satisfy the inquirer that 
the miserable and depressed condition of the Fisheries is not a consequence of defective 
natural resources ; and that, on the contrary, Ireland is a decidedly favoured country as to 
the riches of its waters. With this fact foreign nations were early acquainted, and their 
fishermen were long accustomed to approach the Irish coasts, for the purpose of fishing on 
ground superior to any near their own country. 

^ Exclusively of the edible fish, properly so called, Ireland possesses Ovster banks which 
yield valuable returns, where properly fished ; and the Lobster Fishery w'onld form a most 
lucrative branch of industry_but it is not efficiently worked. Lobsters exist in great plenty 
on various points of the coast; yet. the English markets derive their principal supplies 
from Norway ; while in the Irish markets, Lobsters are scarce, dear, and often not to be 
had. 



The Sunlish and Whale are met with in the Irish Seas ; the former, only a few years 
since, visited the north-west coast annually, in considerable numbers ; but it is stated that 
they are now rarely seen there ; resorting, according to the opinion of those best ac- 
quainted with the subject, to banks more distant from the coast. From this cause, and 
also perhaps from the inexpertness of the fishermen, and the want of proper boats to follow 
the business, the taking of Sunfish may be said to have ceased ;_(&e Galway Evidence;) 
and the oil formerly in high repute in the Dublin market, is, at present, scarcely to be 
found in the trade. To pursue the Sunfish with effect, the vessels employed should, ac- 
cording to Dutton, be of from 80 to 100 tons burthen, with three attendant boats, manned 
with eight men each; but in the evidence taken at Galway, vessels of 40 tons are stated 
to be sufficient. Tile Galway fishermen, howeverj search for these animals in their ordi- 
nary fishing boats ; and boats of a still smaller size have been used for the same purpose, on 
the coast of Mayo. It is also stated that when the Mayo fishermen took a fish or two, a 
large portion of the oil was lost by conveying the liver to land in a small open boat, as well 
as by the want of fit means on shore for extracting and saving the oil. It is, then, not un- 
likely that the prevailing opinion is correct ; and that the fish are still to be found further 
from the shore, if doe pains were taken to seek them. If this be so, (and it deserves the 
inquiry of interested persons,) a valuable enterprise is open to such fishermen as could pro- 
. need on an adequate scale of operations. The high price of Spermaceti oil in Dublin, and 
the excellent quality of the Sunfish oil, (especially if due care were taken to boil it while 
the liver is fresh and sweet,) would ensure a brisk and steady sale for the article.—) See Mr. 
Morris’s Statement, Cltfden Evidence, p. 92.) 

A similar complaint of this disappearance of fish from their accustomed haunts, is made 
with respect to the Herring ; the shoals being said to have left, wholly or partially, several 
places where heretofore they were abundant. 

The Herring is a fish of rather uncertain movements. It is known to have deserted, for 
a time, bays where it has for seasons abounded ; and then, again to re-appear in large quan- 
tities.— (j-ee Mr. Loch’s Evidence, also the Swedish Papers, in Appendix.)—'Slo cause worthy 
of confidence has been assigned for the fact; the whole history, indeed, of the migrations of 
the Herring having hitherto been involved in obscurity. 

It is an opinion daily gaining ground among naturalists, and may nearly be taken as es- 
tablished, that the imputed annual movement of the shoals from north to south, is an error; 
and that the Herrings, and all (so called) migratory fish, merely leave the deep waters, and 
approach the shores for the purpose of spawning — (5'ee Mr. MitcheWs Letter, in Appendix.) 
This latter opinion rests on a strong analogy with the known habits of Salmon in that parti- 
cular ; also on the certainty that Herrings are taken on some or other parts of our coasts, at 
all times of the year; and it is strengthened by the remarkable fact, that the remains of the 
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Herring are not found in the stomach of those whales which are killed in Iiigh latitudes; 
though they are, in that of the species which are found on our own coast. 

While the grand facts are thus in dispute, it seems vain to attempt an explanation of the 
more partial and irregular phemomena. Fishermen, however, are apt to complain of the 
shoals being less abundant on their stations than formerly. But though certain bays may 
be thus partially affected, the Herring is always to be found in the open sea during its 
season ; (see evidence taken in Donegal, Mayo, and Galway ;) and boats which have stood 
out into the deep water, have returned laden, when the bay fishery utterly failed. 

Condition of the Fishermen. 

In 1830, when the establishment was dissolved which had been formed by Government 
in 1819, for promoting the Irish Fisheries, similar to that created for the Scotch Fisheries 
in 1808, and still maintained, there were around the coast of Ireland, 64,771 fishermen, 
and 13,1 19 fishing boats. In 1830, there are, according to a carefully revised enumeration, 
made by the Officers of the Coast Guard, only 54,119 fishermen, and 10,761 boats. 

This decrease of 10,652 in the number of persons occupied in supplying fish for the mai-- 
kets of an increasing population, occurring so suddenly, while the consumption of all other 
domestic supplies has been considerably augmented, and in a period during which the mar- 
kets of Liverpool and Manchester have largely increased the demand on the industry of 
Irish fishers, is a lamentable fact, too plainly indicative of much local suffering. It appeai-s, 
however, that at the appointment of the late Fishery Board, the total fishing population of 
Ireland amounted to but 36,01)0, and that during the short course of its activity, the num- 
bers increased to nearly the double. Hence it may be inferred that the subsequent falling off, 
must, in part at least, be a result of some previous excess of stimulation ; and tliat the boun- 
ties had indeed drawn more persons to this branch of industry, than in the then condition of 
die country were refilly enabled to support diemselves by its exercise, without Govern- 
ment aid. 

In e.stimating the condition of the fishermen, they may be properly divided Into four 
classes : 

1. 'I'hose constantly engaged in fishing ; who belong to Dublin Bay, Galway, Kinsale, 

Cavrickfergus, Arklow, Dungarvan, and a few other stations. 

2. Those partly engsiged in fishing, and occasionally in the coast trade, (as the boat-own- 

ers, and part of their crews, in Skerries or Balbriggan) ; or partly in fishing, and 
partly in collecting sea-weed for' manure, (as the boat-owners, with a portion of their 
crews, in Galway.) 

3. Those who, while not employed in fishing, are occupied in agriculture, either as land- 

holders or labourer.s. 

4. Those who have not any employment on sea or land, when the boats to wdiich they 

belong are engaged in carrying general freights or sea-weed. 

The last class of fishermen occasionally suffer great distress ; as their eai-nings, when em- 
ployed, are either insufficient for their maintenance through the year, or ai-e not provident- 
ly used. 

The fishermen within the third classification, who occupy land, are affected, like all other 
agriculturists, by the competition price of land, and by the uncertainty of their tenures. 

Upon the influence of such a combination of employments on the condition and comforts 
of the fishermen, the evidence by no means agi-ees ; the discrepancy arising probably from 
the circumstance that some witnesses compare the fisherman w’ho has a fai’m, with the exclu- 
sive fisherman, at a place where his trade is active ; while others, looking only at communities 
where the Fisheries languish, compare the fisherman who has a potato garden with him 
wlio has not this resource. The holding at a reasonable rent as much land as will feed a cow, 
and supply potatoes, cannot but improve the condition of the fisherman, as it does that of 
the agricultural labourer ; and the person so circumstanced should be distinguished from 
him who is part fisherman and part farmer, and who, professing both trades, is probably 
without the enterprise and intrepidity necessary to success in fishing ; in tlie former case, 
the senSie of property, from the possession of a comfortable home, and the social attach- 
ments and order thereby produced, must greatly increase tlie enjoyments of the fisherman, 
and in every way render him a better member of society. 
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In the poorer agricultural dbtricts, the occasional employment of the working fai-mer in 
the Herring Fishery, may place him above his neighbour who neglects to avail himself of that 
resource. But on the other hand, the habit of combining the practice of fishing with that 
of farming, in as much as it takes away from efficiency in both avocations, must be less pro- 
fitable, than if but one of the avocations were pursued, strenuously and exclusively, under 
happier circumstances. 

On a careful review of the whole subject, it may be presumed that wherever agriculture 
is pursued with ordinary industry and success, it is a more proStable occupation than fish- 
ing, excepting only a few stations, where the demand is constantly and continuously large. 
In point of fact, the fishermen of Ireland, usually depend more on the land titan on the" 
sea ; and their condition is mainly determined by the local clrcnrastanoes of agriculture. 
Where these are good, the fisherman will generally be found comparatively at his ease" 
on the combined earnings of farming and fishing; while, in poitr and remote districts, the 
occupation at sea rarely proves a sufficient substitute for agricultural employment. 

Tliose who follow fishing more constantly, bnt yet cultivate a small portion of land, partake 
probably of the general condition of the neighbouring peasantry, or are in some places perhaps 
a little above it: and lastly, those who have not this resource, either want capita] altogether 
(whether for agriculture or for fishing,) or they inhabit the most barren districts, or are defii 
cient in that Industry and enterprlze, which are universally necessary to worldly success. 
With very few exceptious, this class are represented as strugghng for the lowest rate of 
remuneration, badly clothed, and living in miserable cabins ; while numbers of disabled and 
sick, with widows and orphans, are stated to be completely destitute, without charitable 
institutions, and dependent upon casual relief, or the generosity of those of their own 
class, who are in active employment. Opinions, of course, differ as to the immediate 
causes of this distress. Some refer it to the suppression of bounties, and the consequent 
laying up of boats ; others to the want of local encouragement; bnt the far greater number 
ascribe it to the want of proper boats and gear, and to an ignorance of the best modes 
of fishing. 



In some places, however, the well equipped, skilful, and prudent fisherman, is represented 
as able to support a family, without land, on a scale of comfort superior to that of other 
labourers — ( See Dublin, Carrickfergm, Galway, and Kimale Evidence.) 

On tlie social habits of fishermen, the Commissioners are unwilling to hazard much re- 
mark. Like the Irish peasant, the fisherman, is enterprising and industrious whenever 
a prospect of reward is held out; and the man who voluntarily seeks his living on the sea, 
cannot be wanting in aptitude for labour, courage, or perseverance against adverse circum- 
stances. The emigrants from the Island of Arran are reported to earn a comfortable live- 
lihood by fishing at New-York and Boston ; thereby proving their general qualification for 
the business, when duly encouraged — ( See Me. Men-ris's Evidence, p.97.) 

As to honesty, the Irish fisherman is considered to be habitually punctual in his money 
dealings. But, with respect to sobriety, directly hostile testimony has been offered, even 
from tlie same districts. 



It appears undeniable that an abuse of ardent spii-its prevails among the fishermen in 
towns, but exists to a less extent in the smaUer fishing villages. As this vice exhausts too 
large a portion of the eai-mngs of the poorer classes generally, the Commissioners must in- 
clude it among the causes which operate injuriously on the Fisheries. It is an evil which can 
only be abated by raising the condition and multiplying the comforts of the fishei-men,_by 
the influence of a practical education, — and by a change in those fiscal laws which are found 
to promote a pernicious consumption of the article. 

In the exercise of their calling, the fishermen are accused of evincing strong prejudices ; 
and a very common disposition to combine for the purposes of intimidation, and to make 
Aeir own will the law against all rivals and competitors. Such practices are not unknown 
in different kind and degree among other tradesmen; and though tliey may disappeai-, as ci- 
vilization advances, they still constitute an evil that excites a frequent cry for redi-ess. 

In equipment and skill, the Irish fishermen do not successfully compete with those from 
England. 



During the summer, when the boats from St. Ives are engaged in the Irish Channel Her- 
ring Fishery, even the Skeiries men find it more advantageous to buy their fish from the 
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Englishmen, and carry it to Liverpool, than to engage with inferior boats and nets, in a 
rivalry of fishing on their own account. 

This inferiority is at once a cause and effect of the low condition of the Irish Fisheries ; 
and.it must exist, until the Irish fisherman shall possess better equipments, and also the re- 
quisite skill for using them. 

The proposition of adding to the existing plan of national education, schools of special in- 
struction in useful employments, is daily gaining ground in public opinion. Such instruction 
is recommended for agriculturists, by the Poor Inquiry Commissioners; and its importance 
for this object was pointed to in 1803, by Mr. Jefferson, late President of the -United States. 
“ The charitable schools,” he observes, “instead of storing their pupils with a lore which 
the present state of society does not call for, being converted' into schools of agriculture, 
might restore them (the pupils) to that branch, qualified to enrich and honour themselves, 
and to increase the productions of the nation.” Its importance in maritime pursuits has also 
been acknowledged. Lord Cloncurry, in his “ Design of a Law for Promoting the Pacifi- 
cation of Ireland,” published in 1834, proposes that “where asylums (for the poor) shall 
be on the sea coast, the male children disposed and fit, shall be trained to fishing, and in- 
structed in boat-building, net-making, and navigation, so that they shall become expert 
fishermen and skilful pilots.” Sir John Franklin, in his evidence before the Commissioners 
also proposes practical instruction, as the best mode of improving the Irish Fisheries ; and 
suggestions for increasing the skill, and altering the habits of the present fishermen, by the 
distribution of pecuniary rewards, are given under the head of Premiums, in another part of 
this Report. As an efficient pilot, mariner, or fisherman, the coast inhabitant of the poorer 
classes would be a most useful member of the community. 

Markets. 

In the Minutes of Evidence there is given a condensation of Returns received from public 
officers and other residents in the principal towns of Ireland, expressing their opinions as to 
the extent of the supplies of fish, compared with the demand ; and the evidence of IMr. 
Hoare, a Dublin salesman, and of Mr. Locke, a fish dealer, as to the supply of the Dublin 
market, is also giveu. All these go to shew, that the quantities of fish, both fresh and cured, 
obtained from Irish fishermen, are insufficient to meet the demand in the markets ; which 
is fully demonstrated, as to cured Flerrings, by the great importation of them from Scotland, 
exhibited in the accounts published annually by the Scotch Fishery Board: it is also corro- 
borated as to dried fish, which is nearly all imported. 

In reference to this general assertion of the excess of demand over supply, it is necessary 
to distinguish between the fresh and the cured article. 

With respect to the former, the prices certainly do not indicate any great pressure of de- 
mand on supply. In places, however, where population is widely spread, and the roads 
are few and bad, the stipply of the inland towns is in all likelihood both deficient and pre- 
carious, — depending on the movements of carriers, who do not confine themselves to this 
mode of employment. Hence, on the sea-shore occasional gluts and scarcities, which pre- 
vent the successful pursuit of fishing ; while in the markets of the interior, there is a cry for 
larger supplies, which are not to be obtained. Mr. Rothwell’s evidence, {Kerry, p. 136,) 
states, that in his neighbourhood, fishing, independently of the curer, would be attended 
with no profit, as (in the present state of the trade) flat fish, or that which is suited only 
to the fresh market, is hardly worth taking ; “ and the consequence is, that it is as often 
scarce as abundant.” Mr. Grey also says, {Kerry, p. 129,) that the price of fresh fish 
is miserably low, yet the supply is not equal to one half the demand. — {See also Evidence 
of Mr. Cadogan, County Cork, page 156, and more especially of Mr. Goioan, taken in 
Dublin.) 

That in a potatoe fed population, there should be a steady demand for fresh fish, is indeed 
all but inconceivable ; especially as regards the finer species, everywhere reserved for the 
tables of the easy classes. 

These local statements, it is probable, express a general truth. Where a constant excess 
of really effective demand exists, it should manifest itself in high- prices ; and if these gene- 
rally prevailed in Ireland, without producing a correspondent industry, the claim of the 
fisherman upon the public for support and encouragement, would be slender indeed. 
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If these views be correct, it will follow that as the improvement, now taking place in the 
general condition of the country, must lead to an increased demand, and to increased com- 
munlcation between the coast and the Interior, that circumstance will give an additional 
stimulus to the fishermen ; which, if assisted by improved hai-bours, and such other necetw 
sary means as a wise economy may supply, will, after no great lapse of time, place this de- 
partment of mdustry m a more healthy condition, and be met by increased exertions on the 
part of those engaged in the trader 

The facts as to the demand for salted fish are too decided to admit of doubt. Scotch 
Herrings are on sale in the greater number of Irish towns, and even at places near the 
sea-coast, almost beside the living shoals. 

With respect to the other spfecies of salted fish ; the Continental demand for dried fish is at 
present extensive, and new markets might possibly be found capable of taking off Increased 
quantities. Considering the progress of the Colonies, and the growing prosperity of civi- 
lized Europe, the prospect of remunerative retui-ns for this article must be regarded as pro- 
mising. The taking of white fish has hitherto been comparatively neglected, probably on 
account of the Newfoundlaud Fisheries, or because they abound only in the deep sea, where 
the boats are not sufficiently commodious to follow them: but if the resources of the Irish 
seas be not greatly exaggerated, the people of this country could easily bring their fish to 
market at a cost below that attendant on a long voyage to a distant fishery. 

On the causes which occasion the prevalent importation of salted fish, the Commissioners 
regret that the information they have received is incomplete and contradictory. It is fre- 
quently stated, that Irish fish has a preference in the market, and fetches better prices than 
Scotch. ^ But the Galway evidence shews that the bulk-cured Irish fish is saved in a coarse 
and inferior way — (See also the evidence of S. Mitchell^ p. 68 ; and of Mr. Moiris, p. 96.) 
How then can it bear a higher price ? And again, if it does so, why does it not drive the 
Scotch fish out of the market? Irish capital, it appears, (see Dublin Evidence) is sent to 
Wick, to be there employed in curing Herrings ; which could not be, if the article could be 
procured better and cheaper at the domestic fishing stations. But, however, this may be, 
the Commissioners are safe in pointing to an increase of cafe and of economy, as the surest 
means of extending the home mai'ket. 

Means for Improvement. 

^ Turning from the actual condition of the Irish Fisheries, to the means for their ameliora- 
tion, the Commissioners have cast a retrospective glance at the course of legislation hitherto 
pursued both at home and abroad. At the outset of the attempt of the British Government 
to obtain a national fishery, the most direct means of encouragement were considered the 
best ; but m later times, the effort has been restricted principally to bounties, small grants, 
loans, the construction of piers and harbours, and (in Scotland) the establishment of fishing 
stations ; each of these deserves a short separate consideration. 

No considifrable and general effort was made for aiding the industi-y of the Irish fisher- 
men, till 1819, when Commissioners were appointed for applying, in Ireland, the system 
adopted for the Scotch Fisheries in 1808. These Commissioner's were empowered to dis- 
tribute public money in bounties, to persons fitting out fishing boats of a specified tonnage, 
and curing Herrings, Cod, Ling, and some other fish; also, to niake regulations suited to 
particular localities, and inflict penalties for practices then made illegal. A sum of £5000 
Irish, was annually placed at their disposal for the further encouragement of the Fisheries, 
but its application was subsequently limited by law, to the building of piers and repair of 
fishing boats ; and a large portion of the sums accruing from these annual grants, was used 
as a loan fund, for enabling fishermen to provide equipments on advantageous terms. This 
system was continued until 1830, when the Irish establishment was abolished. 

Bounties. 

It will not be expected in the present day, that the Commissioners should enter upon the 
general question of bounties. The history of their application to the encouragement of 
Fisheries in Ireland, since the year 1819, the epoch of the Irish fishing establishment is 
briefly as follows. 

B 
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The Act of 1819 granted in Ireland, to the owner or person chartering or hiring any 
vessel of fifteen tons or upwards, for fishing and curing fish, a bounty of £2. 10s. per ton ; 
but not to be paid for any greater number of tons than sixty. This bounty was directed 
to be distributed in the following manner : — £1 per ton to be paid on the return of each 
vessel : and out of the remaining £l 10s. a bounty of 6s. per barrel to be paid for Her- 
rings gutted with knives ; another of 4s. per baivel for Heriings, Pilchards, and Mackerel, 
not so gutted ; and another of 4s. per cwt. for dried Cod, Ling, Hake, Pladdock, Glassen, 
and Conger. 

The following Bounties were also directed to be paid : — 

£3 per tun, for every tun of oil from Whales and other fish. 

£4 per cwt. on Whalebone. 

Three Skillings per barrel, for Plerrings, Pilchards, and Mackerel, cured by persons 
residing in Ireland, conformably to the regulations of the Irish Fishery Board. 
This Bounty not payable with the Tonnage Bounty. 

Four Shillings per cwt. also to persons residing in Ireland, for dried Cod, Ling, 
Hake, Haddock, Glassen, and Conger. 

By an Act of 1820, chapter 82, the Tonnage Bounty was increased to £3 per ton, for 
vessels in the Herring Fishei^'. The bounty of three shillings per barrel for Herrings, Pil- 
chai'ds, and Mackerel was abolished, and one of four skillings per barrel appointed to be 
paid for Herrings only ; and a bounty of two shillings and sixpence per barrel was established 
for Cod, Ling, Hake, Haddock, Glassen, and Conger, taken on the coasts of Ireland, and 
cured in pickle. 

In 1824, by the Act 5 Geo. IV., cap. 64, the bounty of 4s. per barrel, paid for Herrings 
in Great Britain or Ireland, was directed to be reduced U'. a barrel aamuaUy, from the 5th 
of July, 1825, and to cease in 1829. The Bounties of 4s. per cwt. and of 2s. 6d. per bar- 
rel, paid in each countiy, for dried and pickled Cod, Ling, &c. were also appointed to cease 
in 1829; and the Tonnage Bounties, created by the Acts of 1819 and 1820, were reduced 
to £l per ton, from the 5th July, 1825, which was directed to be abated 5s. annually, to 
1829, and then to cease. 

In 1826, by the Act of 7th Geo. IV., cap. 34, all the Bounties appointed to be paid in 
1829, were continued to the 5th of April, 1830. 

Under the operation of the system, a great increase in the activity of the trade was ex 
perienced, much capital was drawn to it, and large sums were circulated among fishermen, 

curers, &c. : what proportion these benefits bore to the sums expended, may be collected 

from the returns quoted in the Appendix. At the end of ten years, when the bounties 
were discontinued, the trade began to fitll back into languor and exhaustion; little or no 
new capital had been created by their assistance, and vested in the Fisheries; accordingly, many 
of the boats which had been employed under their stimulation, were immediately withdrawn 
from the trade, and suffered to rot on the beach, wliile the men sought other employment, 
or sunk into mendicancy, &c. The fishing boats of Rush and Skerries ai'e even now 
over-manned, to provide subsistence for fishermen thus thrown out of emploj'ment. {See 
Balbriggan Evidence.) Some portion of this failure may indeed be assigned to causes not 
necessarily inherent in the system; such as the shortness of its duration, — the abrupt 
manner in which the bounties were withdrawn, — the cost of outfit incurred by boat-owners 

to obtain them, and to evasions and frauds which were largely practised to the injury of tlie 

fair dealer. 

Bounties on tonnage were within the reach only of the oi.vners of large decked boats. 
This scale of bounty was adopted from the Dutch, who fish in remote stations, and have 
long voyages to make. The contrary being the case in Leland, the vessels so drawn into 
the Irish trade proved not to be generally available; and when the bounties were with- 
drawn, the decks were removed from many of them, to adapt them better to the service. 
{See Evidence of Mr. A. Carberry, Dungarvan, p. 170.) To obtain the tonnage bounties, 
vessels were chartered, which were never before used in the Fisheries, and only hired for 
an occasional adventure. The Irish Bounties on cured fish, on the other hand, did not 
always insure the employment of Irish fishermen. Adventurers, who chartered vessels from 
Ireland, proceeded, witliout one fisherman on board, to the coast of Scotland, cast their 
nets, to evade the law, then purchased from Scotch fishers enough to fill tlie barrels, and 
returned home to get the Bounties — {See Evidence of Mr. Thompson, Carrichfergusi) 
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Many persons, who had never been concerned in the Fisheries before, also became com- 
petitors with the established fishermen, when these Bounties were given; and none but the 
crews of large boats were served by the tonnage Bounties,_-though all partook of the 
production Bounties. 

It is further to be observed, that the Bounties did not augment local employment to any 
considerable extent among the fishers on the western coast of Ireland ; as the boats of 
Skerries, Balbriggan, and other places, which were emplo 3 'ed on that coast in taking fish to 
cure for the Bounties, bronglit with them fishermen, who, for the most part, took and cured 
whatever quantity was reqnired,_and as Bounties were not obtained on the great bnlk of 
the fish caught by the local fishermen. 

No permanent establishments or stations for curing fish, were formed on that coast 
through the stimulus of Bounties. There is not, on the whole line from Malin Head to 
Galway, one establishment for the drying of Cod and Ling ; and the curing of Herrings is 
at present as defective, even in Galway, as if a bounty for curing in barrels, to preserve 
the pickle, had never been given. 

Only two reasons in support of Bounties have been urged by the boat-owners interested 
in them : they supplied capital to the adventurers, and enabled their crews to get credit for 
gear, which was provided in shares. It does not however appear in evidence, that these be- 
nefits were of much permanent advantage ; and even if notwithstanding such drawbacks, they 
were still thought of permanent utility, similar advantages might be obtained, by a better 
and cheaper machinery. 

It is ti-ue that Bounties for promoting the Fisheries are still given in France, Belgium, 
and Holland. But the example of other countries, far from affording encouragement to 
their revival, furnishes a conclusive argument against it; for, if Bounties were capable of 
accomplishing any permanent good, the necessity for their continuance ought to have ceased 
in those countries long since. 

Tlie whole sum distributed in Bounties by the Irish Fishery Commissioners, from 1819 
to 1830, inclusive, is £163,376. 7,s. lOrf. 

Grants for Fishermen’s Harbours. 

In Scotland, under an Act of 1808, a sum was placed at the disposal of the Commission- 
ers for tlie Fisheries, not exceeding £3000 a-year, to be distributed for encouraging the 
Herring Fisheries. 

In 1819, a sum of £5000 a-year, Irish currency, was placed by the Act 59, Geo. III. 
cap. 1 09, at the disposal of the Irish Fishery Commissionei-s then appointed, to be applied 
in encouraging the Coast Fisheries of Ireland. 

In 1824, by the Act 5, Geo. IV., cap. 64, both gi-ants were directed to be applied in 
the following manner £500 a-year in each country, to poor fishermen, (where Piers 
should be built,) for materials to repair their boats ; the residue to the building or repair- 
ing of Piers and Quays, where one-fourth of the expense should be defrayed by’ the persons 
obtaining the grants. 

The unapplied balance of the Irish grants was transferred, by an Act of 1830, from the 
Irish Fishery Board, then abolished, to the Board of Irish Inland Navigation ; and in lieu 
of the grants for Irish Fishermen and Piers, this Act directed a sum of £4500 in the fii-st 
year, from April, 1830, £3500 in the second yeai*, £2500 in the third, £1500 in the fourth, 
and £1000 in the fifth yeai-, to be applied in completing Piers commenced before the 5th 
of April 1830, and in paying persons employed for enforcing the repayment of loans made 
by the Irish Fishery Board, 

These were the last grants given for the Irish Fisheries ; and in directing them to be 
made, the Act did not provide either for maintaining the works on which they were to have 
been expended, or for preserving the undisputed use of them to the Public ; and several of 
the works are now in a very dilapidated state. 

In 1831, by the Act 1 and 2, William IV., cap. 33, the administration of the fund was 
transferred, with the other duties of the Board of Inland Navigation, to the Commissioners 
of Irish Public Works, then charged with the superintendence of the Irish Fisheries ; and 
m their hands an unappropriated balance still remains. This residue, it now appears most 
expedient to apply in repairing such Fishery Piers as may be found useful for the Fislier- 

B 2 
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men ; and also in improving and adding facilities to them, for fishery purposes ; and in pro- 
moting improvements generally in the Fisheries. 

The policy of applying public money in aid of any branch of industry, however unsound 
and pernicious on general principles, has nevertheless been deemed wise and beneficial, 
when adopted for the promotion of objects in which the interests of the community, and 
of the poorer classes, are more concerned than those of individual capitalists — such as the 
improvement of harbours and rivers, to facilitate general commerce, and also (the Com- 
missioners’ submit) the providing of harbour accommodations for fishermen. 

There are various accommodations required by fishermen, which are peculiar to their 
trade, which their own means are insufficient to provide, and in which landlords or other 
capitalists have not a sole pecuniary interest sufficient to induce an outlay for providing 
them : such are piers, boat-slips with capstans, moorings, harbour-lantherns, with sheds or 
stores for sails and other uses connected with the fisheries. Heretofore a portion of such 
accommodations has been provided by grants of public money, in aid of local contribu- 
tions ; but the Commissioners are of opinion, that all should be provided on the same prin- 
ciple, wherever they may be requisite ; whether the local contributions shall be made in 
money, subscribed by individuals, or assessed on the localities, or made in materials supplied 
by the fishermen. 

In order also to give complete utility to some works of this description, it is necessary to 
form roads between them and the leading lines of public communication ; these, the Commis- 
sioners conceive, should be provided for on the same principle as the harbour expenditure. 

Although much has been already done, much still remains to be effected ; and a provision 
is also required for maintaining such works as have been already constructed. The present 
obligation to repair, when thrown on the applicants for Government assistance, becomes a 
serious impediment to the voluntary co-operation of individuals in erecting public works. 
The Commissioners therefore beg to suggest that power be given to levy local tolls for 
keeping fishery works in repair, 'fhe means by which, in the opinion of the Commissioners, 
this would be best attained, will be found at the conclusion of the Report. 

Another inconvenience should also be removed, which has hitherto impeded and cir- 
cumscribed the utility of such constructions. Where the voluntary principle has prevailed, 
piers have been erected on those sites only for which h)cal proprietors were found to con- 
tribute, which were not always the sites calculated the most perfectly to answer the purpose. 
— (.SVe Mr. DonnelTs Observations in Appendix^ 

Grants to Fishermen. 

From 1824 to 1830, grants, amounting in all to £500 a year, were, by the Act 5th Geo. 
IV., cap. 64, directed to be distributed, as already stated, for repairing the boats of poor 
fishermen, at places where piers liad been erected. Grants to the same amount, and for a 
similar purpose, are still distributed, under the same law, among poor fishermen in Scotland. 
There, it appears, they are given in very small amounts, and only once in three years to the 
same person ; yet they are said, though subject to occasional abuse, to have a very benefi- 
cial operation. However, it must be observed that in Scotland there are the public offi- 
cers of the Fishery Commissioners stationed around the coast, through whom the distribu- 
tion is made ; but in Ireland there is now no such machinery, and without its aid, the ad- 
ministration of the fund would not be easy . — {See Scotch Accounts and Extracts.') 

The policy, moreover, of these grants is very questionable. If given for repairing fish- 
ing boats, they may be as justly sought for all other implements of industry ; and fishermen 
requiring materials for nets or lines, have stronger claims to aid, than those with damaged 
boats, who are not so poor. 

This mode of relieving the Irish fishermen is not only objectionable, but so inadequate 
to their wants, that the Commissioners will not avail themselves of the example set in Scot- 
land, to support a recommendation for its revival in Ireland. They consider the operation 
of Loan Funds as a better means of assisting the fisherman’s individual necessities ; and they 
look forward to their establishment for the purpose. 
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Gkants roll Locai, Insthuction, and Pebm:dms to Fishermen. 

Among the means suggested for extending the Fisheries, are premiums for good boat,, 
and nets, and for the most scientific and successful modes of fishing. If such aids be cal- 
culated merely to stimulate the fisherman in the improvement of his art, and not made to 
draw supernumeraries into the business, they may be safe. The danger lies in the possibi- 
hty of over-do, ng the proposed end; and to avoid that, if the attempt be made, it should 
rigidly be confined to local agents voluntarily Interesting themselves in the undertaking. 
It cannot, however, be concealed that in Ireland such a voluntary effort, unassisted by the 
public purse, is not always to be expected; and it is a question worthy of consideration, 
whether any, or what encouragement should be held out to associators for fishery improve- 
ment, who may be inclined to watch particulai- localities, and apply such stimuli to industry 
and order, as may from time to time appear to be requisite. 

If by grants of public money equal to the amount of any local subscriptions for those 
purposes, the formanon of such Societies could be induced, an object of much importance 
would be attained, ^ in having the superintendence of the Fisheries gratuitously conducted 
by persons possessing, from local influence and intelligence, the power of accomplishing 
great improvements in the Fisheries, and in the condition and qualifications of the fishermen. 

The Commissioners, however, are not agreed in the expediency of recommending the 
application of public money for the purposes proposed to be promoted by such associations ; 
but as a portion of their number concur in the policy of the recommendation, it has been 
considered best to place the proposition in the Report, and also to specify the objects to 
which It IS proposed that the grant should be applied; merely, however, for the information 
of his Majesty’s Government. 

The primary intention is, to induce the formation of societies around the coast, for proniot- 
mg the improvement of the Fisheries,— by contributing to any local funds which may be 
formed for the purpose, sums equal to the local subscriptions. Tlie contribution to be made 
annually for a certain number of years ; accounts of the transactions of each society to be 
furmshedto Government periodically ; and the funds to be applied only to the following 
objects, or to such others as should be approved of: 

To procure experienced fishermen where required, for the purpose of pointing out the 

best modes of fishing, and to teach the use of the proper nets and other gear. 

To procure specimens of the best nets and gear, suitable to each locality. 

To promote the establishment of trading intercourse between the harbours Into which 
fish are brought and the interior towns. 

To promote the importation of bait, in localities where it is scarce, and also the esta- 
blishment of mussel beds, or other depots for bait, in convenient places. 

To pay premiums — 

1. To each boat-owner, who shall keep his boat employed in fishing throughout the 
year, having at least three-fourths of the crew composed of persons now engaged in 
the Irish Fisheries. 

2. To each boatman or fisherman, who shall exhibit, half-yearly, the best bai-ked nets, 
of hemp, complete in straps, buoys, and other equipments. 

3. To persons now engaged in the Fisheries, who shall, within five years, become 
owners of completely equipped boats, suitable to the Fisheries of the coast, containing 
a sufficient and comfortable cabin, and in all respects fit for standing to sea in rough 
weather. 

4. To the fishermen of peaceable and sober habits, who shall have the most comforta- 
ble and clean houses. 



Loans to Fishermen. 

Tlie late Irish Fishery Board in 1826, set apart for loans £10,000, (being part of an ac- 
cumulation of the annual fund placed at its disposal,) to aid fishermen in building or repairing 
boats, and in providing nets and other gear._(Fbr Amounts and Results, see Appendix, No. 9.) 

The system of Loan Funds for the relief of struggling industry has been tried in several 
parts of Ireland, and is believed to have operated favourably, as well on the morals as on 
the physical condition of the poor ; and the Commissioners refer to the evidence of Mr. 
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Mooney in confirmation of the demand for tliis sort of relief.. — (See also Galway Evidence, 
and the Report of the Irish Reproductive Loan Fund, Appendix.) 

But the value of a loan fund, entirely depends on the use which is made of the money. 
In those instances in which distress proceeds from losses at sea, from sickness, temporary 
depressions in trade, or other inevitable calamity, it must be a safe and essential relief: but 
if it ever be suffered to draw additional hands into an employment, which are not called 
for, its utility would be more than questionable. — (See evidence of Mr. Young, p. 141.) — For 
security against such a consequence, it is desirable that the establishment of local loan funds, 
receiving aid from the Government, should, in the first instance, flow from a voluntary co- 
operation of the i-espectable inhabitants of the district. Such parties, on becoming bound 
for the repayment of the sums so advanced, will talre good care that they are not entrusted 
to the idle, the dissipated, or the reckless adventurer ; and will, in turn, look to a sufficient 
surety for the borrower’s fidelity. 

In reference to this subject, it must be mentioned that in Scotland, where the business of 
fish-curing is kept distinct from that of catching, the ciirevs find it their interest to make ad- 
vances of money for the repair of boats and for outfits; they being secure of a prompt re- 
payment from the fii-st sales of the fish. Such practices are also common in Cork, and in 
some other large markets. It likewise appears that Dublin and Liverpool salesmen place 
themselves in this relation with the fishermen who are engaged in the Isle of Man and the 
North West Fisheries ; and as a bonus for these loans, the salesmen receive a fisherman’s 
share of the sum obtained for the fish taken or bought, and they have, in most cases, the 
sale of the fish, by which they derive a commission. Their profits are thus very great, but 
their risk is also great — (.ycc the Evidence of Mr. Hoctro and Mr. Bartlett, of DuMin; 
and of Mr. Ternan, of Liverpool.) 

These loans, as well as those made by Scotch fish-curers, and the cash accommodation 
given by Banks, to which Mr. Mooney’s evidence relates — are, however, only suited to meet 
temporary wants, preceding a fishery, from the gains in which they ai’e to be repaid. For 
this purpose they are very important; but they are of no avail to poor fishermen requiring 
new boats or nets ; and even for temporary purposes, they can be obtained at a few only 
of the fishing localities of Ireland ; so that in most places, the fishermen are dependent 
on their credit with retail tradesmen for the means of equipment, and tliey are said not un- 
frequcntly to pay usurious Interest for the accommodation. 

The Commissioners are therefore led to a conviction that local loan funds for the fisheries 
might tend to an improvement in the condition of the fishermen, and communicate a desira- 
ble increase of activity to the trade. 

They conceive that if funds in aid of local contributions were placed at the disposal of the 
most intelligent contributers associated for their management in various towns around the 
coast, who should be made responsible for the re-payment, (at the same time being 
strictly limited in their application,) much good would ensue, by the industry and orderly 
habits which tliey must induce ; and that they might become the basis of a more enlarged 
loan system for genei-al purposes, connected with Savings’ Banks and Benefit Societies, and 
then solely depend on the capital deposited by individuals. 

To encourage the formation of local Committees for managing such Loan Funds, it has been 
propo,sed to the Commissioners — and they think it right to offer the suggestion here — that mo- 
ney for Loans should be advanced on the security of each individual associated ; that legal 
power should be given to the associates to take, as securities, the unstamped notes of the 
borrowers and their bail, (as in the case of Charitable Loans,) recoverable, if requisite, by 
summary attachment of property, from local jurisdictions. If such institutions were estab- 
lished, it would be necessary to control them by occasional investigations of accounts, by 
the publication of transactions, and by limiting the application of the funds, (while aided 
by Government,) to specific j)urposes connected with tlie Fisheries. 

Fishinox ani> Curing Stations. 

Among the vaiious interferences with the fishing trade, heretofore adopted, the estab- 
lishment of villages and towns, on the coast of Scotland, for the accommodation of those 
engaged in the business, is believed to have been productive of the greatest and most per- 
manent effect. For the purpose of thus colonizing the remote shores of that country, the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




OF THE IRISH FISHERY INQUIRY. 



XV 



British Society was incorporated ; and to the exertions of this Society, consisting princi- 
pally of Scotch landlords, Wick, in Caithness (amotig other stations) owes its existing con- 
dition. On that spot, the Society, with the aid of Government, built two harbours, with every 
desirable convenience for the landing and curing of fish. The number of inhabitants, at first 
not more than 1500, has been gradually raised to 10,000 ; most of them more or less di- 
rectly engaged in the Fisheries. There, traders assemble every summer, with capital, to 
purchase the produce, and with materials to preserve it, on a scale which ensures the pro- 
duction of a good and cheap article. Thither, consequently, are drawn fishermen from the 
south of Scotland, and even from England, to pursue the Herring fishery during the season. 
Wick has thus been rendered the gi-eat seat of the North- British Herring Fisheries, and a 
centre of commerce to the surrounding districts. One piincipal benefit arising from this 
effort, is the complete separation of the two trades of curing and of taking ; by which not 
only the usual advantages of a division of labour are secm-ed, but also a sure and steady 
supply of salt, and a co-ordinate reward for the fisherman's labour : two invaluable desider- 
ata on the Irish coast. — {See Mr. Loch’s Evidence; also in Appendix, his Account of Improve- 
ments, §•£.) 

Previously to the establishment of this and the other fishing stations of Scotland, the 
fislieries of that eountiy were in the same helpless and inefficient state in which they are now 
found in the north-west of Ireland. There, were to be seen the same poverty, the same ab- 
sence of skill, and of the best instruments of labour; the same periodical famines, and the 
same scanty, yet apparently superabundant population. On these grounds, it has been 
thouglit that the Scotch project is well worthy of imitation in Ireland. The antecedents 
being in botli cases identical, the same success is by many anticipated in the one, which has 
been realized in the other. For the accomplishment of this end, too, experience has proved 
that a very large outlay would not be necessary. The great danger incurred by the So- 
ciety, says Mr. Loch, arose from a tendency to overbuilding; while little more is really 
required to put the curer in motion, than a station for his work, and a weather-tight shed 
for his salt and barrels. 

That the establishment of curing stations, on favourable positions of the north-west coast of 
Ireland, would give the Fisheries their best chance of a speedy development, the Commis- 
sioners are strongly inclined to believe ; but they are at the same time bound to declare, 
that they do not anticipate an immediate sequence of all those important results which at- 
tended the labours of the British Society. Statements have been made from parties locally 
interested, to show that the Wick curers are actually suffering severely from overproduction . 
that they are, at the present prices, working at a loss, because they cannot withdraw their 
capital ; and that they are deeply in debt to the country bankers. — {See copies of Communi- 
cations supplied hy Mr. Loch, Appendix^ 

It was to the foreign markets, opened during the revolutionary war, by the destruction of 
the Dutch fisheries, that the Scotch adventurers, in a great measure, owed success in their 
struggle to establish their Herring fisliery ; but it is in the domestic market that the Irish- 
man would at present almost exclusively find a vent for additional production. Still, in 
considering tlie condition of the Irish Herring fishery, it must be borne in mind, that the 
Irishman wants altogether the means of curing properly the fish, now capable of being taken, 
and in great part lost to the fishermen and the community. — {See Evidence taken on the 
coasts of Donegal, Mayo, and Galway.) 

Formerly, notwithstanding the stimulus to curei-s given by the Bounties, the high price of 
salt, in consequence of the tax, operated against the Irish fishermen even more than the 
want of sufficient curing establishments does now. In that period, (prior to 1825, when the 
salt duties were repealed,) great quantities of Herrings rotted for want of salt, and were used 
for manure. The ordinary price of salt was then above £7. per ton ; but at present, even in 
Galway, it is only £l. 5s. per ton. However, during the seasons of the Herring Fishery, 
the price is augmented to 30s. or more; and in the last winter Fishery, in consequence of the 
extraordinary supply of fish, the stock of salt was inadequate, and the price advanced in 
Galway to £7. at the merchant’s stores, and was augmented to £10. by the retailers. Well 
appointed curing establishments would avert the recurrence of an evil so extensively injurious, 
which not only deprives the fisherman of a reward for his industry, but renders an impor- 
tant article of diet unfit for use. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 



xvi 



Inspecting and Branding in the Herring Trade. 

When the Dutdi Herring Fisheries began their career of prosperity, it was a policy 
adopted by the Hollanders, to lay down very minute directions relative to the modes of 
taking and curing the fish : to appoint inspectors to see that these directions were com- 
plied with ; and to impose marks on the containing vessels, that should guarantee to pur- 
chasers the goodness of the article 

From habit, from routine, or from a conviction of the advantage of this institution, the 
branding system is still a part of the Dutch law._(Sec Appendix.) 

The British Herring Fisheries having been taken up partly for the purpose of wresting 
the trade from Holland, the Legislature, in its regulations, copied as closely as possible the 
rivals it was endeavouring to supplant. 

The rudest and most imperfect methods of curing Herrings prevailed in these countries, 
at the time when the Herring trade was adopted as a national object; and in order to in- 
troduce the Dutch mode, the grant of Bounties was coupled with the obligation to comply 
with the principal regulations of the Dutch trade, and to submit the article to inspectors for 
branding. But though the branding and bounties were thus practically combined, they 
were not made so legally dependent on each other, that the one must necessarily cease with 
the abolition of the other. It happened, accordingly, that when the bounties were discon- 
tinued, the inspecting system was still maintained in Scotland; while in Ireland it was suf- 
fered to fall to the ground. It is therefore a question for consideration, whether the brand- 
ing should be revived in Ireland, or abolished universally in the British Islands. 

The object of the system is, to prevent individuals from bringing to market an inferior 
article, to the injury of the general trade; but the interference of a third party between the 
manufacturer and his customer, cannot but be a dragging of both, coram nonjudice, before a 
tribunal almost of necessity incompetent to act discriminatingly. In almost every trade in 
which such interferences have been attempted, they have been found to be ineffectual to 
their proposed end, while they are vexatious and troublesome ; fettering the trader, and 
therefore raising the price of the goods to the consumer, for whose benefit they are under- 
taken. This mode of intervention has accordingly never been very widely extended in the 
several branches of general commerce ; and the public feeling having turned against it, the 
practice has been gradually dropped, till the exceptions have become so few, that they 
serve less to justify the rule, than to discountenance it. 

Against its application to the herring trade, it has been urged, that this sort of protection 
is no more necessary, than it is to the curers of beef and pork. It is also contended, that 
even if useful in Holland, the Dutch and British trades ai-e so differently circumstanced, as 
to preclude analogy in this particular. The Dutch, it is said, fish and cure for the markets 
of Germany, where the article is sought as an object of luxury, and tlierefore, quality is the 
great end to be attained; for there, Herrings sell so high as £2. IO 5 . and£-3.per barrel, and 
repay the extra cost of preparation. On the other hand, the evidence from Scotland is in 
favour of the branding. It is stated that the branded Herring not only bears a higher 
price, but that many merchants will not buy the unbranded article at all. Tliis must, to a 
certain extent perhaps, be an inevitable consequence, as long as the system continues. But 
then again, it is stated, that the brand is viewed as indicating only a moderate average of 
excellence, — the lowest indeed, that will pass muster ; and that the private mark of any house 
of good repute is relied upon to a fai- greater extent — {See Mr. Loch’s Evidence.)— It is 
further remarked, that the curing of Red Herrings, never subjected to inspection, has been 
improved more than the curing of Wliite Herrings — {See Papers communicated hy Mr. Loch.) 
The brand denotes quantity, and the mode of curing, but not the quality of the fish. In 
proof of this, a lot of Scotch branded Herrings, recently imported into Dublin, were 
found to be unfit for general sale, and were taken by a dealer, on speculation, at a very low- 
price 

Amidst this difference of opinion, the returns of the Scotch and Irish officers, indicating 
the quantities branded, unbranded, and exported, may serve as some criterion of the value 
of such intervention, both absolutely and in relation to its cost {See Appendix:) 

In Ireland, branding is but little required, if even desirable ; as only a small portion of the 
fish cured is put into barrels. Of the large quantity curedin Galway last winter, only two 
thousand barrels were made up — {See Galway Evidence.)— i:\ie utility of curing in bai-rels 
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is, that the pickle formed by the juices of the fish and the salt, is preserved, and that the 
curer can Immediately transmit the fish to a distant market; but curing in vats tvonld be 
equally efficient for the former purpose ; and would be more suited to the trade occasioned 
at the curing places by the demand of country dealers, who attendin Galway and elsewhere 
provided with vessels for carry ing the fish. 

Caring in bulk or pile, is the prevailing sj-stem of teland. It tends to injure the 
quality of the fish, as this mode of curing cannot be used, when the Herrings are fresh from the 
sea: they first must be suffered to drain, and then they are packed with close pressure. This 
mode, however, is unfit for the rich summer Herrings of the western coast, which must be cured 
in vats or barrels, or consumed fresh, as they will not bear the pressure requisite in bulk 
curing.— f See Galway Nothing, indeed, can be more slovenly than the general 

manner in which Herrings are cured in Ireland. They are stowed away in stores, or in decked 
boats, piled in enormous masses ; and, in many instances, the process is not commenced till 
the fish have ceased to be fresh,— the curers standing out for prices with the fishermen. But 
however desirable it may be, that a better system of curing should be practised in Ireland 
it is highly doubtful that the brand could be made an efficient agent in introducing it. 

The Commissioners have heard no complaints of the want of a branding system in Ire- 
land ; though an opinion has been expressed, that if branding be good for Scotland, Ireland 
should not be deprived of its benefit. But if the cumbrous machinery for carrying the sys- 
tem into execution were to be maintained at the expense of the trade, ajid not of the public, 
there can be little doubt, not only that Ireland would reject it, but that Scotland would 
demand its abolition. 

With a view of giving special protection to curers, it might be desirable to Impose a penalty 
for frauds committed by assuming their private brands ;— as a summary reparation could 
thus be obtained. 

On the whole, the Commissioners are inclined to suggest, that a subject so important 
merits an entire revision ; and to recommend that the question of branding and inspecting 
be referred to the Board of Trade, with a view to rendering the law uniform in all parts of 
the empire. 



Trawling. 

There is no part of the present investigation more beset with difilculties, than to ascertain 
the point to which the Legislature is bound to restrain the fisherman in the exercise of his 
art, with reference to engines and to practices deemed dangerous to the preservation of the 
breed of fish. Itis here, that evidence fails altogether to satisfy the mind 5 scarcely a single fact, 
being advanced which is not positively contradicted, by equally respectable testimony. The 
validity of any doctrine on these subjects reposes on facts in the natural history of the animal 
to which it refers; and the habits of fish are very little known, even to the best writers on 
Ichthyology. In almost all such questions, conflicting interests are engaged ; and com- 
plaints are most commonly directed against the practices of rivals (^See Evidence 

of Captain Ross, p. 7.)— It occurs, likewise, that when any particular fishery has ceased to 
be productive, the minds of the sulferers go, as it were, on a criminating inquiry, in search 
of a plausible cause for explaining the phenomenon; and then, the imagination eagerly 
seizes upon some circumstance by which a rival exclusively profits. The rival, too, neces- 
sarily strives to justify his own practices; and thus what one party asserts, the other as 
strenuously denies. 

All these doubts and difficulties especially beset the question of Trawling, a practice 
which the whole body of line-fishers are anxious to suppress. 

Of the trawl it cannot be doubted, notwithstanding much contradictory statement, that 
the produce is abundant, and obtained with comparatively little labour ; in short, that it is 
an effective instrument,— in so far tending to bring down the price of fish, and to depress the 
condition of those who use inferior methods. To this cause some part at least of the com- 
plaints must be attributed with which its use is assailed. 

These complaints are, 1st, that by disturbing the ground where the fish are believed to 
spawn, it destroys the germs of immense quantities. 

2nd, That by the smallness of the mesh, it destroys the fry and undersized fish, to the 
further diminution of tlie breed. 

C 
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3rd, That in its passage over the bottom, it frightens the fish, and drives them from the 
banks ; thus disturbing more particularly the shoals of migratory species, and damaging the 
Fisheries in a serious degree; and, 

4th, It is urged, which is perhaps the grievance most deeply felt, that by fishing in bays 
and harbours, the trawlers pre-occupy the only ground to which the poorer fishermen can 
gain access — divested, as the latter are, of boats, suited to deep-sea fishing. 

With respect to the destruction of spawn, Mr. Bartlett of Dublin, (who, however, is him- 
self a trawler,) positively declares that the trawl is not used in that shallow water, in which 
the common species of fisli spawn ; and he denies that flat fish spawn near the shore at all. 
On the other hand, numerous witnesses depose, that enormous quantities of spawn are 
actually brought up by the trawls, insomuch that the “ fishermen are knee-deep in the sub- 
stance.” 

That the trawl does in reality fish up much living substance, must necessarily happen; but 
that the whole, or any considerable part of it, is really spawn, is still problematical ; while 
the very largeness of the quantity is strong presumptive proof to the contrary. It is singu- 
lar, that naturalists are not agreed as to the spawning places of fishes. Bingley, {Animal 
Siograpluj,) states, that the more usual white fish spawn on rocks, and on the submarine 
vegetation which grows on rocks; but these form a bottom on which the trawl cannot be 
used. Sir Humphry Davy also states, that “ fishes which spawn in the sea or lakes, almost 
always come to the shallows, and deposit their eggs upon vegetables, which by their agency 
keep the water saturated with air.” — ( House of Commons' Report on the Salmon Rishery.) 

Mr. Mitchell, of Leith, has, however, furnished the Commissioners with evidence as to 
tbe identity of Herring spawn, and as to its being disturbed by the trawlers : so that if the 
extreme prolific powers of this animal do not place it beyond the reach of injury from the 
utmost efforts of man, a case is made out against the trawler, as respects this fish. 

But it is mathematically certain, that if a very few hundreds only, of Herrings, be supposed 
to escape at the end of a fishing season, and be allowed to bring their ova to maturity, they 
would more than replace the destruction of the most successful fishery. It is therefore im- 
probable that the most assiduous trawling should so entirely cover the spawning ground of 
a long line of coast, as to sensibly affect the numbers of so prolific an animal. 

Miny witnesses indeed vouch for the positive fact of injury thus sustained ; but where 
so many other known and unknown causes may subsist to occasion the temporary disappear- 
ance of Herrings, the weight of this testimony must be c msiderably diminished. (See 

Swedish Papers.) 

With respect to the destruction of the fry of other fish, very positive evidence is' offered 
On this subject, the communication made by Mr. Cornish to the British Channel Commit- 
tee, may serve as an epitome. “ Brixam alone,” (he says,) “has 150 Trawling Smacks, 
which might be drawn 48 times in 24 hours. Allowing only one haul per hour, this would 
be 3,000 hauls in one day, every time loaded with all descriptions of young Turbot, Brill, 
Sole, Flounders, &c. &c. ; ail of which, not selected for market, are returned dead to the 
sea.”— ( See Extract in Appendix^ 

That this is a possible, and not an actual case, is evident in the terms ; but that the 
Trawl, as it is usually constructed, does destroy large quantities of fry, cannot be disputed. 
Admitting, however, the fact, it is doubted by many sound thinkers, that the conse- 
quent destruction really affects the quantity of fish in the sea, to any notable extent. 

“ A Cod produces more than three millions of eggs, a Lmg nineteen millions, and most 
other fish several hundred thousand.”— ( General Report of Scotland, vol. ^,^p. ZM.) 

It is abundantly probable, too, that the destruction of young occasioned by the most active 
Trawlers, sinks into insignificance, before the wholesale voracity of the natural enemies of 
the species in their own element ; and if so, the practice (as far as relates to this imputed 
evil,) should be regarded as one of those minima, of which the law takes no cognizance. 

As to the charge of frightening away the fish,— that, in some cases, may be probable : but 
the action of the Trawl, is likewise stated to attract round fish to the spot, by loosening and 
stirring up a quantity of animal food, which is sought for by these fish ; just as the Gudgeon 
fisher attracts his prey by raking the gravel at the scene of his operations. It is in evidence, 
that a large take of round fish was made at night, on ground which had been trawled on the 
preceding day by eight boats — {Evidence of Mr. Roderick, Youyhal.) 

That the bulk of the evidence is hostile to the continued legality of Trawling must be 
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freely admitted; and It is not without hesitation that the Commissioners refuse to give to 
the depositions the weight and authority which their mass, at first sight, seems to claim. But 
in inquiries like the present, the prevalent error is a confounding of imputed with real 
causes. It is seldom that plausible causes are wanting, even for effects which exst only in 
the imagination. The diminished take, for example, of large Haddock in Dublin Bay, al- 
ready noticed, is universally attributed to the practice of Trawling, beeatise the two inci- 
dents have followed in close sequence ; yet, the same diminution has been noticed in Gal- 
way, where the trawl is not in operation. 

Such are the principal facts in favour of, or against the Trawl ; and the Commissioners 
are bound to report, that the opinions against it, whether founded or otherwise, are preva- 
lent along all parts of the coast, as well where that engine is not used, as where it is em- 
ployed. In Scotland, too, where, from the rocky nature of the coasts, the Trawl is but little 
known, it is equally proscribed on the few places which admit of its use; and a Bill was 
before Parliament in the last Session to limit its application in the English fisheries. 

On the other hand, many who advocate the admission of the Trawl are persons not in- 
terested, except as consumers ; while the complaints proceed very principally from those 
who cannot, or will not, afford to purchase expensive tackle. It may also be inferred, that 
if the Trawl had really diminished the stock, it would already have been abandoned; for 

even Trawlers could not work remuneratively, where the fish are not (Sec Balbriggan 

and Dublin Evidenced) 

With respect to the remedies for this imputed evil, some persons recommend a total sup- 
pression of Trawling; a proposition wholly untenable. Others desire to prohibit it in bays 
and harbours, within a chord extending from headland to headland. 

The line-fishermen, desirous to have possession of a clear ground for themselves, would 
extend the prohibition to a league or more beyond the headlands. Again, with regard to 
time, it is by some persons thought sufficient to prohibit Trawling during the breeding sea- 
son only; while others desire its suppression throughout the whole year. (.See Evidence of 

Messrs. Gowan, Tallon, Captain Clements, §-c., Dublin.) 

In deciding on this point, the interest of the public is the great consideration. As, however, 
the open sea is the place of the Trawl-fishers’ most profitable operations ; and as the Trawl 
if fairly constructed, can, there, do little, if any injury ; the protection of the bay line-fi.sber 
would be no substantial injury to the trawler; and Mr. Bartlett strongly recommends that 
such a protection sh luldbe extended, by prohibiting trawls within the Bay of Dublin. Such 
a regulation, he thinks, would give great satisfaction to the line-men, and would tend to the 
preservation of the peace, even if it be not necessary to the preservation of the spawn. This 
prohibition would in fact be a valuable boon to the line-fisher, by affording ground for his 
operations, where he would be safe from the movements of the trawl-boat, which at present 
not unfrequently commit great ravages on his tackle; and those protected spots would be a 
common for the poo3-, with which the richer fishermen could well afford to part. 

As to limitations of time, it does not appear that this would be requisite in relation to 
the deep-sea. The abundant destruction of fiy is a consequence, not of the use of the 
trawl, but of certain contrivances for abusively increasing the take ; such as employincf nets 
with small meshes, using double nets, or lining the pouches with cow hides, which suffer 
nothing living to escape. These are all, in spirit or in letter, practices forbidden by the ex- 
isting law, and perhaps ought to be restrained. Properly modified, the operations of tlie 
trawler in the open sea might then be left to his own discretion, even on the most adverse 
view of the case ; and the Commissionei's would require stronger evidence than they have 
yet received, to induce them to recommend the total prohibition of that engine. 

It is further to be stated, that trawling, at the present moment, is confined to a few spots 
only on the whole Irish coast ; and that in Dublin, Diindiaim, Galway, and Dingle Bays 
it has been suppressed or resisted by open force. 

In the event of a consolidation of the Fishery laws, (at present spread so widely through 
die Statute Book, and so difficult to interpret,) the legality or illegality of trawling must 
be definitely provided for. But, if any restraint in diis respect should be deemed prudent, 
it must be rather on special, than on general grounds : the Commissioners, therefore, are 
induced to think that a uniform enactment would hardly meet the necessity of each locality — 

(5ee the Irish Commissioners’ Letter to Lord L, Gower, Appendix, p. 27,) and they consider 

that the matter might be better and more safely entrusted to some responsible administra- 

C 2 
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tive Board, already subsisting for other purposes, so as not to incur a new expense, dispro- 
portionate to the object. Such a Board might be empowered to frame or adopt rules for 
each fishing ground, on petition from the fishermen : these regulations to be reported to 
Pai'liament, and to be amended from time to time, as the circumsttinces might require. 

Trammel Nets. 

Tlie use of the trammel net is likewise a cause of much dissension ; and various evidence 
has been offered both for and against its employment. It appears, however,— (.See Evi- 
dence of John Sullivan, p. — that one great objection to it is, its efficacy as an instru- 
ment, and its consequent influence on the price of fish. The Commissioners do not see cause 
for recommending any restriction on its use in the open sea; (See account of the Norwaij 
Fisheries, in Appendix but within bays and harbours, the evidence of injury attendant 
on its unrestricted employment is uniform, — {See Kerry and Cork Evidence,)— aad is en- 
titled to consideration. The late Fishery Board for Ireland were empowered to license 
the trammel, oi- prohibit it, according to the varieties of local circumstance ; and the Com- 
missioners are of opinion, that a similar power might still be advantageously confided to 
some body exercising (as recommended for the case of trawling) a general superintend- 
ence over the Irish Fisheries, to be appointed by his Majesty’s Government {See Re- 

gulations for Dingle and Bantry Bays, Appendix.) 



Of Restrictions Relating to Seasons, &c. &c. 



Complaints are made of premature fishing for Herrings, by which it is asserted that the 
-shoals are scared away from the bays — {Isle of Man, Galway, and Clare Evidence) 

But the movements of Herrings are said to be too irregular to admit of the enforcement 
of a limited time for commencing a fishery ; and therefore, it is urged, that the fishermen 
should have the right to take whenever or wherever the fish may be found. 

The accusation of thus breaking up the shoals, before they have settled on the fishing 
grounds, is affirmed to be generally dii-ected in the Isle of Man, against strangei-s, who have 
no permanent interest in the local fishery. The complaint may therefore be as much an ex- 
pression of hostility to rivals, as a matter of just and honest alarm. It is, however, the 
decided opinion of the two Commissioners who visited this Island, that the subject demands 
serious attention, and requires the establishment of fixed regulations. 

A similar complaint is made against strangers, that they shoot their nets in daylight, 
which is asserted to produce the worst effects in disturbing the shoals. This complaint is 
also made by the Isle of Man fishers against the St. Ives men ; and the Commissioners 
wrote on the subject to a competent con-espondent at St. Ives, and to the Fishery Super- 
intendent of the station, commanding the “ Swift Cutter” of Leith, who stated that the ac- 
cusation is founded in error. That the practice, when pui-sued, is injurious, can readily be 
imagined, and the Commissioners conceive that it may be a fit subject for local regulation. 

There must indeed arise, from time to time, a vast variety of other points, affording mat- 
ter of dispute and of disturbance, which require to be dealt with in a summary way. To 
meet these, the power of local regulation might be made an efficient aid to the fisherman in 
his labours. — {See Mr. O' DriscoWs Evidence, p. 144.) 

T. he example of Sweden, Belgium, and of Holland, may be quoted on this mode of regu- 
lation. In these countries, all matters of general import are determined by a national law; 
but local interests are provided for by the bye-laws of local authorities. The local regula- 
tions adopted in the Isle of Man, and sanctioned by the insular law will be found in the 
Minutes of Evidence. 

The Dutch law regulates the size of the mesh of all nets to be used in the Herring Fi- 
sheries ; and this regulation has been adopted in the English Statute Book. The object 
sought by the Dutch was, to prevent the capture of Hen-ings under a given size; for the 
purpose of keeping up the reputation of the national market; and the British regulation 
of the mesh is very generally lauded in the Scotch reports, as essential to the prosperity of 
tlie Fisheries. Should it be thought advisable to retain such a provision for the future, it 
would be well to define more accurately the required size of the mesh. On this point, 
the wording of our Statute leaves ground for dispute ; whereas the Dutch law settles the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




OF THE IRISH FISHERY INQUIRY. 



xxi 



point beyond contradiction, — by determining the size of the netting-pin to be used, and 
directing that standard measivres for the pin, applicable to the meshes themselves, shall be 
provided to be employed in all disputed cases. 

It must, however, be observed, that with respect to the general policy of all interferences 
■with the freedom of industry, in these and similar particulars, there is much ground for hesi- 
tation ; and there is, in the present case, a minuteness of legislation, which throws great sus- 
picion on its presumed utility. — ( See Mr. Hutchins’ Evidence, page 144.) That there should 
be a right to interfere where public interests are injured by individuals, requires no proof; 
euid the sea, though a common, open for all to resort to, is not so much the property of 
any individual, that he may lawfully work it, to the detriment of his neighbours, or of the 
nation at large. But, though the right of legislative interference is thus cleai-, the wisdom 
of exercising it, is, by the nature of things, restricted within a naiTOw compass. 

Before such interference is assumed, the particular restiiction requires a special justifica- 
tion : a necessity must be demonstrated ; and in all cases of doubt, the wisdom is to abstain. 
The general maxim, therefore, is to interfere as little as possible, and never to advance a 
step on speculative grounds. 

For this reason the Commissioners are the more inclined to think tliat such special cases 
are best met by local, rather than Pai-liamentary regulations ; and to doubt of the possibi- 
lity of well providing for them by any general legislative enactment. It seems, however, 
that the fishermen in some localities call for a specific law to regulate the sale of fish. For 
this purpose, the Commissioners recommend that it be made imperative to sell fresh Her- 
rings wholesale, from the boats, by the Cran Measure used in Scotland. 

Fishery Protection. 

It is in evidence that great injury to property arises from unrestrained violence 
among the fishermen while at sea, as well as from their combinations while on land ; and 
that the regulations enacted for the peaceable conduct of the Fisheries have been rendered 
nugatory by the difficulty of identifying offenders, and of bringing them within a competent 
jurisdiction. These evils are not peculiar to Ireland. Maedonald,'in his Survey of the 
Hebrides, after noticing the premature disturbance of tlie Herring shoals, and the setting 
of nets by daylight, adds, that “ In the eagerness to have the nets placed in the most fa- 
vourable position, they are often crossed, so as to prove mutually obstructive ; and the boats 
of the larger vessels, trusting to the superior strength of the crews, often maliciously carry 
off the buoys, and cut the nets of the boat-fishers ; while the lai’ger vessels often steer across 
their nets, in order to obstruct the boat-fishing, and to monopolize the whole shoal to them- 
selves.” Such violences, independently of the consequent breaches of the peace, check the 
development of the Fisheries, and enhance the price of fish to the consumers : and wherever 
the fishermen assemble in lai-ge bodies, serious evils from these causes are matters of every 
day complaint. It is therefore manifest, that on such points, a force to preserve the peace, 
equal to encounter the difficulty and to overawe the offender, is essential to the prosperity 
of the trade. ■ For this object, active and efficient bodies present themselves, already or- 
ganized, in the Coast Guai-d and Revenue Cruizers, on all parts of the coast. There is 
then, an excellent machinery in existence ; and it is only necessary to direct its use ; and to 
extend the authority of the magisti-acy, in maritime counties, to a cognizance of offences 
committed by, fishermen at sea : — a power which the law of Scotland already gives to the 
Sheriffs-depute. — (Act of 1815, cap. 94.) 

Law being thus brought home to the scene of action, it would be further desirable, (if 
this could be effected without grievance to the fishermen,) that all vessels engaged in fishing 
should be registered, and numbers or other distinctive marks affixed on them, in large and 
visible characters, so as to.insure their identification, in cases of outrage upon the open sea. 

At the great Fishery Stations of Scotland, it has been found necessary to employ armed 
Admiralty vessels, during tlie Herring season, to preserve the peace; the large numbers of 
men assembled on one point requiring a corresponding force to inspire respect, and to main- 
tain the law. A similai- support is occasionally required for the Irish Fisheries ; and even 
during the last winter, vessels were thus employed, with great benefit to the Fishery, off the 
coasts of Donegal and Galway; — not only maintaining order, but saving the lives of fishermen 
when endangered by boisterous weather ; and also preserving nets, which would otherwise 
have been lost. — (See Evidence taken at Kilhjhegs and lioundstone ; also Ardglass Evidence, 
Co. Doim.) 
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Fishery Corporations and Companies. 

The success attendant upon the labours of the British Society has placed the Scottish 
Fisheriesina very imposing position ; but it has not otherwise rewarded the capitalists, through 
whom this success has been attained. No dividend has yet been made on the large capita 
expended, although the Society has existed since the year 1786 ; but direct pecuniary profit, 
it appears, was never looked for by the members of the Society : they are chiefly proprietors 
of Scottish estates; and their paramount object has been the improvement of the Scottish 
Highlands. Ultimately, however, the lands which they have taken for Fishing Towns, 
Hamlets, and Fishermen’s allotments, witli the Harbours, Stores and other Buildings, which 
they have constructed, may yield a return in rent, to the Society, beyond that now made by 
their fisheries to Scotland at large.— (See iVf?-. Loch’s Evidence.) 

The evidence which the Commissioners have obtained, and the publications which they 
have consulted, coincide in representing as total failures, attended with most pernicious re- 
sults, almost every effort of Societies or Companies, formed for realising direct pecuniary 
profits by the Sea Fisheries; — although many of them have been promoted with every 
possible bonus that monopoly and privilege could impart. Wherever the effort has been 
made, it has proved that the servants of a company do not usually work with that activity 
and economy, to be found among individuals working for themselves, which are especially 
requisite in the business of Fishing. Unavoidable waste and extravagance have arisen, 
even where fraud and culpable neglect have not appeared; and the uniform conse- 
quence has been, a gradual but constant absorption of the capital advanced {See Mr. Bart- 

lett' s Evidence, Dublin; Extracts from British Evidence; and Irish Eishing Companies, in 
Appendix^ 

As parts of a grand plan of national encouragement to the Fisheries, the Commissioners 
ai-e bound to speak of such speculations according to the experience of the past, and to hold 
out but small hopes of their eventual benefit. If any success is to be expected through their 
operation, the associators must confine themselves to the business of curers and exporters. 
Limited to such mercantile operations, they may succeed; while by affording employment 
to the fishermen, they would be productive of at least temporary good. But if they ex- 
tend their activity to Fishing, (a business peculiarly dependent on individual enterprise, 
skill and care,) they will but diminish the activity and impair the morals of the fishermen 
hired, and eventually leave the Fisheries in a worse condition, than that, in which they 
found them. 



Summary of Remedial Measures. 

It is probably expected that some great proposition for a sudden improvement of the Irish 
Fisheries will originate with this Commission ; but whatever disappointment may arise from 
the confession, the Commissioners feel it a duty to declare, that the result of their most 
anxious inquiries is, a full persuasion that no means can be proposed for obtaining, by any 
short process, so desirable an event. 

The progress of a gradual improvement may indeed be assisted and hastened by certain 
measures, in which the Government might beneficially co-operate ; but a real and perma- 
nent prosperity can only be effecied by the hearty endeavours of individuals and bodies, lo- 
cally interested, who, from good motives or trading enterprize, may seize favourable oppor- 
tunities, and apply means for the purpose. 

The Commissioners, therefore, cannot recommend that the Government should take a 
part m any other remedial measures, than those embraced by the following propositions : 

Istly, ’That in order to remove many vexatious doubts on the laws as they at present 
exist, every Act in any way relating to the Sea Fisheries of Ireland be totally repealed 
and that all provisions deemed necessary, be embodied in one Statute. 

2n(Jly, That the chief superintendence and control of all matters connected with the 
Fisheries be vested in some Public Department, which shall make an annual Report of its 
proceedings, to be laid before Parliament. 
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3rdly, That the jurisdiction of the local Magistracy, in maritime Counties, be extended 
to offences committed by fishermen at sea; and that it be made the' duty of the Coast Guard 
as a Marine Police, to aid the Magistracy and the Superintending Authority, so as, without 
much increased expense, to enforce the law, and carry into effect such re<^ulations as the 
latter body may from time to time adopt. 

4thly, That agreeably to the enactments of the 48th Geo. III., cap. 110, sec. 8, of the 

55th Geo. III., cap. 94,— and of the 59th Geo. III., cap. 109, sec. 61,— a Government 
vessel be furnished at the requisition of the Superintending Body, at such times and 
place.s, as may be deemed necessary for the protection and assistance of the Fisheries ; and 
that a competent authority for the preservation of the peace accompany such vessels. 

5thly, That the superintending body be empowered, to instit-’te, or, on requisition after 
public notice, from persons interested in the Fisheries of any particular district, to adopt and 
confirm, any local regulations which they shall consider as decidedly salutary, either for 
the due conduct of the fishermen, for the preservation of the peace, or for the protection of 
the Fisheries. 

6thly, That such further pecuniary aid be given for the construction and maintenance of 
any piers, harbours, and other public accommodations, as may be deemed requisite to the 
service of the Fisheries ; that provision be made for the repair and maintenance of all those 
which have been provided entirely or partly at the public expense, and may be thought 
worthy of being preserved ; that they shall be declared public property ; and that power 
be given to frame and enforce such rules and regulations as may seem desirable, in order to 
render them as generally useful and available as possible. 

7thly, That the balance which shall remain to the credit of the Irish Fisheries, after de- 
fraying the charges to which it is now liable, be applied under the authority of the Lords of 
the Treasury, in the completion and repairs of such of the existing Fishery Piers, as may be 
considered deserving of attention, and in promoting improvements generally in the 
Fisheries. 

8thly, That section 85 of the 1st and 2nd Wm. IV., cap. 33, be so modified, that the funds 
placed by that Act at the disposal of the Board of Works, be rendered not only available to 
the construction of atiy Pier, Shelter-harbour, Boat-slip, or Capstan, but to the providing of 
Moorings and Small Harbour Lights for the Fisheries, to the extent of one moiety of the ex- 
pense; the other moiety to be raised by voluntary contribution of proprietors, fishermen, 
curers, or others, or by public assessment ; tliat the existing condition, which requires secu- 
rity to the Crown for future repairs, be removed ; and that it shall be competent to the 
Board, at discretion, to admit, as a substitute for money contribution, an equivalent value 
in materials, or in work applied conformably to a previously approved plan. 

9thly, Tliat it shall be competent to cess payers, rated at above annually, in 

any County, Barony, Half-barony, or Townland, to assess the locality in such sum as may 
be necessary for making up a moiety of the expense of the works specified in the preceding 
proposition, or of any portion thereof; the assessment to be distributed over a number of 
years, proportionately to the amount. 

lOthly, Tliat power be given to establish moderate tolls, to defray the necessary expenses 
of niaintenance of each Pier or Harbour erected for fishery purposes, either in whole, or in 
part with public money; and if the amounts arising from such tolls shall exceed the sums 
required for the permanent repair of the works, that such excess be allowed to accumulate 
to the credit of the work, as a provision for those sudden and extraordinaiy casualties to 
which such works are liable, and for the further improvement of the Harbour. 

llthly. That it be competent to the Board of Works, at discretion, to make short lines 
of communication between such Piers, Fishing Harbours or Stations, (as have wholly, or in 
part, been erected, or shall be erected, by public funds,) and the nearest high roads ; a moiety 
of the amount so expended to be levied on the Barony by annual instalments, or provided 
by voluntary contribution. 

12thly, That in cases where Loan Funds, under the inanagementof local associations shall 
be established, to assist fishermen in procuring, repairing, or fitting out boats intended for 
the prosecution of the Fisheries, a moiety of these funds shall be supplied out of the public 
money, (to be sufficiently secured in the repayment by the associators requiring that aid,) that 
the same legal privileges and indulgences be extended to such associations, as ai'e given to 
charitable societies, under “the Charitable Loan Acts ;” and tliat the proceedings and accounts 
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of these associations shall be at all times subject to the scrutiny of the controlling body, 
under wliose management the general interests of the Fisheries may be placed. 

ISthly, Tliat such local Loan Funds be encouraged in each of the maritime Counties, to 
assist fishermen. 

Uthly, That Loans, not exceeding a moiety of the expense, be made by the Board of 
Works, on the most favourable terms, to parties desirous of erecting Curing-houses, Fishery- 
yards, Salt-stores, or Fishermen s Houses, under proper security for their accomplishment, ac- 
cording to plans previously approved ;_provided the expense, in any case, shall not be less 
than two hundred pounds. 

ISthly, Tliat Tenants in Tail, and Bodies Corporate, be empowered, notwithstanding set- 
tlementB, or incumbrances, to make leases in iierpetnity, at the full improved value, of any 
portions of land required for fishery purposes, adjacent to the shores of Ireland; snchleases 
to be valid, provided a sum equal to five yearn rent be expended in good and substantial 
buildings on the land, within seven years. 

Ifithly, That the section of the statute of Charles the First, securing to the public a right 
to the use of the strands and wastes on the shores of Ireland, for Fishery purposes, and con- 
ferring a complete freedom of Fishing on all British subjects, be clearly established by a 
further enactment — (See lOth Charles I., cap. 24, Irish Statutes.) 

ITthly, That a Practical Education in the Manufacture of Nets, and in other Fishery 
avocations, be adopted in the National Schools of the mai-itime districts of Ireland. 

(Signed) CHARLES A. WALKER. 

J. F. BURGOYNE. 

T. CHARLES MORGAN. 

BROOK T. OTTLEY. 

JAMES REDMOND BARRY. 

henry TOWNSEND. 

HENRY R. PAINE. 

WM. STANLEY. 

J. RADCLIFF. 

JOHN JAGOE. 

Department of Public Worhs, 

Dublin, 3Ut October, 1836. 
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COUNTY DUBLIN— NORTH OF THE BAY. 

Balhriggan, ’Hit December, 1835. 

Examining Commissioners— Messrs. Townsenb and Stanley 

GuTd ; and several other gentlemen, with the local Officers of' the C^ai^ 

""“TstS Mr 1 1' R Armsxho.o, 

01 Skenies, Mr. Doyle, of Rush, Boatowners; Mr. Dixon, of Rush ; and several Fishermen! 

Before the taking of evidence was commenced, Mr. George Alexander Hamilton n n • t> 
Irom a pnated paper, the following Resolntions adopted at a Meeting of Gentlemen Boat Won?" 
rSe“r&rm\wntr’ March, lls4, and then ga®°et 

0 My ton.,) can prosecute the Fisheries with safety and advantage for the whoIeZS ?he ™,n" 

oVeZoZ “ ““"42 the Fisheries by aiJ in 4X;I; 

in "a il‘4 “““i-agement was withdrawn, the Irish Fisheries were 

State of progressive improvement; there being between the years 1822 and 1S90 .> • 
he ne wer of men employed in the Fisheries of fZ 36,159 to ^Xl.ZdTn ho ^oTf™^^^^^ 

to 13,1 19, — that a spirit of enterprise was beginning to be excited- that the fish fumd -a- • ’ 

,ng annual y in quantity and intproviug in ,„.!i,y, a^d a whol.Zo’ arSe of f“d ~ed b'/X 
industry of fishermen for the subsistence of our impoverished Irish unnnlitlnn nn ^ \ 

the same could possibly be procured by importation!^ population, on cheaper terms than 

“ I hat since the withdrawal of that encouragement, the Fisheries of Trelind hoarc Uc, i n 

becoming more and more depressed in their condition- that the fiahin.r i ®^ye oeen gradually 

degree dependent for subsistence upon the charity or industry of otliei-s • 

1 ?™ hT u “‘“‘“l p4ciplcs to ItclaL l et' 

ESs „ ’ ,T ™, X™ “• “™- “■"* ■“» *»"“ 4 snob as to rendov StM 

“ That S? 7 «P«<li»t or necessary. 

S 1’inK shilling per barrel for cured Herrings, and one shilling per cwt. for dried 

Cod, Ling, &c., would restore our Fisheries on the eastern coast to their former state of prospeHtv at 

im. fnVfln^??‘‘°• on the foregoing Resolutions, be now adopted, and nray- 

ih!^ 1 f ^ Inquiry into the state of our several Fisheries, the causes that have led to that state^ and 

Sants .ch”n"r' "''“'I incumbent upon ParliamenUo 

grant such a Commission of Inquiry, inasmuch as a Committee of the House of Commons was appointed 
ast session for the benefit of the English Fisheries, and have recommended that every possible aid and 
nconragement should be affordecl to the English Fisheries, the advantages of wh?ch^ ComiS^^^^ 

Inquiry were not extended to the Fishenes of Ireland.” 

ofthi?h^tSwed"sStf’ seventeen boats, of from 25 to 57 tons burden, each Boats and Men in 

engaged i^the^^ if ? I "" boats 1820 and 1835. 

gaged in the fisheries, and each of the twelve employs six or eight men 

each of Xm’ b 4^“’ employed, of from 20 to 57 tons burden, and 

eacn ol them had on board six or eight men. At present, only tliirty-eisht of these 
vessels are employed, and each of them is manned as in 1820. ^ ^ 
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Boats and Men in 
1820 and 1835. 



Boatowners. 

Boat-building, (in- 
jured by duties on 
timber.) 



Net-making, &c. 



Fishing Grounds. 



Modes of Fishing. 
Bait. 

Supply of Fish. 
Markets. 



Trawling. 



In Rush, in 1820, there were twenty-three boats, of from 25 to 55 tons burden, and 
each employed on board eight men. At present, only eight of these boats are engaged in 
the Fisheries, and each of them employs eight men. 

The Balbriggan and Skerries boats, in 1820, amounting to 69, employed, at an ave- 
rage of 7 to each, 483 men; and the twenty-three boats in Rush employed 184 men; in 
all, there were at that period 667 men employed. The number of men employed at pre- 
sent is 414, being a decrease of 253. 

The survivors of those excluded fi-om emplo3onent as fisheimen, have gone to other 
avocations, principally to agricultural labour. 

Of the twenty-three boats at Rush in 1820, thirteen are still there, but five are laid up 
unemployed. 

None of the boats employed, from any of the three towns, have been built since 1820. 

lire boats are all smacks with one mast, or wherries with two masts. 

Some of them cost £500. The average cost is £400, sails, nets, and lines included. 

The boatowners are traders or holders of land ; some are grocers, others are publicans. 
None of the working fishermen have shares as owners ; but some of the masters are joint- 
owners. 

There are three ship-carpenters employed in Balbriggan, eight in Skerries, and three 
in Rush. However, these men derive employment by the Fisheries, at present, only in 
repairing boats ; and this is curtailed by the practice of getting boats repaired in the Isle 
of Man. 

Baltic Timber being exempt fr-om duty in the Isle of Man, repairing there is less expen- 
sive than at home. Masts, &c. cannot be bought there, and fitted at home, without pay- 
ment of the import duties : — repairs are therefore necessarily completed in that island. 

The nets and lines, in Balbriggan, Sken-ies, and Rush, are not made by the fisher- 
men’s families, or in those towns — they are purchased. In a paper given into the Com- 
missioners, by Mr. Hogan, of Skenies, it is stated, that fonnerly, “ A number of decayed 
fishermen were employed in making nets, and widows and orphans in spinning and prepar- 
ing hemp and net twine. The whole of that employment has now ceased.” 

Mr. J. Johnston, agent to tlie proprietor of Skerries, observed, that none of the families 
there, are now employed in making nets or nettM’ine ; but that a large number of females 
are employed in the tambour-working of muslin, and tliat there is a public school, in which 
they are instructed in this branch of industry. Net-making, or twine-spinning, is not taught 
in the school. 

The Balbriggan and Skerries boats resort to all the fishing grounds between Kilbride, 
on the coast of Wexford, and Ardglass, on the coast of Down : they also fish on a bank off 
the Calf of Man. All these fishing grounds, except the last, are within five leagues of the 
Irish shore. 

In fishing in the Channel for the supply of Dublin mai'ket, trawl-nets are used by Bal- 
briggan and Skerries fishermen ; but the greater part use long lines, with buoys ; and the 
Rush fishermen use the latter mode exclusively. 

Mr. Hogan stated, that some of the long lines have 1600 hooks, 2^ fathoms apart: — 
these are therefore four thousand fathoms long. 

llie bait most generally used in the line fishery, are worms whicli the fishermen call 
lugs, and shell-fish called whelks. Tliese they find in sufficient abundance. 

The fishermen stated, that the supply of fish in the Channel is decreasing, particu- 
larly the supply of Haddock and Cod; and they ascribe the diminution to the injudicious 
use of trawl-nets — to trawling in the spawning-season — to trawling with pouches affixed to 
the nets, which take up the small fish in large quantities — and to the small meshes of the nets 
used by the English trawlers. 

The round and flat fish, taken by them on this coast, are sent to Dublin, except 
when they are compelled, by foul weather, to make for the nearest ports, and then the 
fish are sent to the best neighbouring markets. Under these circumstances, they occa- 
sionally send fish to Drogheda. In Dublin, they pay the factors 1.?. Id. in the pound, on 
the produce of the fish, and 6^d. fer diem for each board on which lots of fish are placed 
for sale. 

The line fishermen, ascribing the decline of the eastern coast fisheries to trawling, 
desire that it be prohibited at all places within five leagues of the shore. 

They stated, that line fishing is more profitable, as it preserves a continued supply of 
fish, by not disturbing the spawn, or destroying small fish ; for which reasons, the boats 
of Mr. Gowan and Mr. Quin, of Skerries, have ceased trawling. 

On being asked, whether Sole could be taken without trawl nets, one of them said, 
that he has taken Sole with hooks and lug bait ; but it was agreed, that the quantity thus 
taken would be very small. 

The Balbriggan trawlers stated, that if trawling were prohibited within five leagues of 
the shore, the Balbriggan and Sken-ies trawlers would be driven from employment, un- 
less there were to be a bounty for line fishing and curing — as their boats are not so well 
found that they can stand to sea in foul weather, and trawl on remote fishing grounds. 

The line fishermen admitted, that there is not a good supply of flat fish to be ob- 
tained from any fishing grounds, which are beyond those within five leagues of the shore. 

They also admitted, that they could not with lines supply the Dublin fish-market. 

And one of the line fishermen stated, that in 1834, bodi Cod and Ling were scarce on 
the north-west coast, where trawling is not practised. 

Some of the trawl-netting used on the Balbriggan and Skerries boats was produced, and 
the mesh, on measurement, proved to be 2i inches from knot to knot— that is, 2^ inches 
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intervene between each two of the four knots, forming a square of ten inches, and mea- 
suring across, when stretched, five inches. 

Tlie boatowners and fishermen concurred in considering this a fair mesh ; and they pro- 
pose that the law should prohibit the use of a smaller one in trawl-nets. It was at first 
proposed that the mesh should not be less than 3-^ inches between each two of the four 
knots ; but Michael M'Glew, a Balbriggan trawler, stated, that such a mesh would not 
take Soles. The ultimate proposition, in which all concurred, is, that the mesh of 2^ 
inches between every two knots, should be the legal standard, and that the addition of 
pouches to trawl-nets should be prohibited. 

Edward Cannon, of Balbriggan, stated, that he trawled in an English fishing cutter, 
on the Ii-ish Coast, for six months, about three years ago, and that he saw spawn taken up 
in large quantities, on the fishing ground near the light-ship, outside Dublin Bay. 

It was stated by Mr. Hogan, that the English Cutters have trawled on the rough 
ground, off Bray Head, to which fish resort for spawning ; and that the trawl-nets were 
there protected, by having cow-hides affixed to tliem. 

1 he line fishermen represented, that by indiscriminate trawling, the supply of Scallops 
has been nearly exhausted. 

Two boats /rom Balbriggan and Skenies are now trawling on the coast of Scotland, off 
Campbeltown, for the supply of Scotch markets. 

Boatowners receive two shares of the produce of the fish. Each fisherman in a boat 
receives one share. 

More men ai'e employed on each trawl-boat than are necessary. On boats which have 
eight men, five would be sufficient ; but the lai-ger number is kept on, and the shares les- 
sened, for the purpose of supporting as many of the fishermen as possible. 

From the same motive, the winch-windlass, used in English boats for, raising the trawl- 
nets, has not been placed in any of the trawl-boats of Balbriggan and Skerries. With the 
aid of this windlass, three men and a boy would be sufficient for a boat which has now to 
maintain eight men ; and consequently, the earnings of each of the crew would in that case 
be considerably increased. 

The families of such of them as die, leaving children unable to work, are supported on 
the charity of neighbours. 

None of the fishermen have allotments of land larger than gardens. Many are without 
gardens. All are in the habit of hiring potato-ground from the farmers. For manured 
ground they pay £12 an acre about Skerries, and eight guineas about Balbriggan. 

The English trawl fishermen of Dublin are not suffered to land fish in Skeiries,^ for 
transrnission to market, in consequence of their using small meshes and pouches ; but princi- 
pally, in consequence of their having can-ied away the lines laid by Skerries fishermen. One 
of the latter, named M'Court, stated, tliat they stabbed his buoys, and cast away his lines. 
This statement was confirmed by Mi\ J. Johnston, the agent of Mi-. James Hans Hamil- 
ton, proprietor of Skerries. And Mr. Hogan, of Skerries, gave in a wi-itten paper, in 
which it is stated, that the English-s^stem-cutters from Dublin, “ have taken, with their 
trawls, the fish hooked on the Skerries lines, which they sold ; and then destroyed the 
lines, to avoid detection.” 

Twenty-four boats fi-om Skerries, and one from Rush, were fitted out for the fresh 
Herring fishery, at the Isle of Man, in the Summer of 1835. 

Only three of these were employed in fishing, and each of the three was provided with a 
set of herring-nets. 

The other boats were employed for cai-rying Herrings to market, when purchased at the 
boats engaged in fishing. 

The fishery continued from June to October. The Irish fishermen earned, in that 
period, from £12 to £14 each, and were victualled pai-t of the time. 

Ml-. Annstrqng, of Skerries, stated, that his boat, of 15 tons, with seven men on boai-d, 
was employed in the fishery about six weeks, and brought home only £27. 

The Herrings were bought on average at 4s. the hundred, and were sold on average 
at 6s. 

On this fishery, each Irish boat, employed for purchasing and carrying, must provide a 
large supply of whiskey for the English and Manx boats engaged in taking tlie fish. The 
quantity distributed has amounted to as much as sixteen gallons of whiskey on one cargo of 
Herrings. 

The Irish boats, employed in fishing, do not get whiskey fi-om the boats of the buyers. 

Two of the Skerries boats were, last summer, engaged in taking Herrings on the north- 
east coast of Scotland, which they carried to Wick for sale. 

The last summer fishery, on the west coast of Ireland, did not repay the cost of outfit 
incurred by some of tlie Skerries boatowners. One boat took and cured only three tons 
of Ling and Cod. 

The fish is can-ied to Sheephaven, or Eiris Bay, for curing. Tents are erected on the 
shore, there being no curing-houses or sheds; and £l is paid for the ground where each 
tent is erected. 

Twenty-four boats fi-om the Skerries coast are preparing for the winter Herring 
fishery, on the west coast. This fishery begins generally in January. The last season 
commenced about the 14th of that month. 

Each boat is provided with a supply of salt, and this is usually bought in Skerries or 
Balbriggan, altliough much deai-er there than in Liverpool. But it is obtained on credit 
in these towns, and if the boats return with any unused salt, it is taken back by the manu- 
facturers ; therefore, only a few boats take in supplies at Liverpool. 
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West Coast of 
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Oyster Fishery. 



Cost of Outfit for 
each Fishery. 



Curing salt is now 2.5.v. a ton in Skerries. 

Ihe boats fisli for Herrings, and also purchase from the local fishermen. Tliey buy the 
greater quantity m apprehension of bad weather; and they usually buy at from 6s. to 12s 
a thousand. 

The Herrings are cured in bulk, on board, and without being gutted. 

l^ey are then taken to the best markets. In the last seasoti, (January, 1835, ) a larce 
portion of the quantity cured was sold in Wales; and obtained a preference over the 
bcotcn-ciirecl rlemngs. 

Oysters of a very iai-ge size, the shell being equal in circumference to the hoof of a horse, 
are taken oil bkernes. Mr. Hogan formerly employed a boat in this fishery, but does not 
now pureue it, as there is no demand for such Oysters; tliey are only fit for sauce or soup. 

Mr. Hogan gave m the following estimates of the expense of outfit on a boat of 55 tons, 
with eight rnen on board, employed on the west coast of Ireland, in Uie summer Ling 

lishery, and m the winter Herring fishery : 

SUMMER FISHERY. 

Eight Ions of salt, at 32s. ^ ton, 

Provisions, candles, &c. 

Lines, hooks, buoys, &c. 

Repairs of vessel before sailing, 

Advanced to the crew for maintenance of their families, 



WINTER FISHERY. 

32s. ton, 



Sixteen tons of salt. 

Provisions, &c. 

Yawl for shooting the nets, and fishing. 
Nets, buoys, &c. 

Providing sundries, ... .... 



Mr. 



£12 


16 


0 


29 


3 


0 


40 


0 


0 


20 


0 


0 


32 


0 


0 


£133 


19 


0 


£25 


12 


0 


33 


7 


0 


15 


0 


0 


32 


0 


0 


20 


0 


0 


£125 


19 


0 



tho''neriod oMbn blall gave m an account of tlie expense of fitting out the 

Bounties. coT^^ ^^amuel, of 48 tons, for the Hemng fishery in 1820, of which the following is a 



Seventeen nets @ £4 each, 

Buoys and straps, with buoy lines, 

Swing rope. 

Eight nets to replace so many cut away when fisliing 
in the north. 

Carpenters repairing the vessel, 

Nails, 

Canvass, 

Sail-maker, 

Barking of .sails, 

Tar, tallow, &c. 

Seventy empty barrels, @ 5s. each, 

Two tons 12 cwt. 8 stone of salt, @ £7 ton, 

Outfit, 

Seven mariners for 13 weeks, @ 1 Is. i^d. each, week. 
Victualling them, @ 6s. a week each, 



Loans ^ 



£68 


0 


0 


6 


U 


0 


10 


0 


0 


32 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


7 


7 


0 


1 


18 


0 


1 


10 


0 


1 


5 


0 


17 


10 


0 


21 


16 


3 


£170 


6~ 


3 


51 


15 


1-t 


27 


6 


0 


£249 


7 


H 



Means of inipi'ov- 



Bouuties. 



1 1 r nsti lactoi's tor nearly all the Irish boats engaged in the 
isje ot Man fisiiery, or the summer or winter fishery on the west coast. 

For the loan, a fisherman’s share of the produce of each boat, is paid as tiremium. The 
boatowners consider the premium very high; but the loan is given at great risk of loss if 
tlie lisiieiy be not .productive ; and without it, the boats and men could not be employed 
Mr. Hogan stated that during the period of the bounties, loans were also requisite •_ 
although at that time a greater part of the outfit was made on credit 
nl ii ? the renewal of the Tonnage Bounty. To this the fishermen 

n/r -'i^ increase their earnings, and only serve the boatowners. 

“■ r 1 Hmnpton Hall proposes a tonnage bounty of £l, and a production 

boun j of l,v. a barrel for Hemngs, and of 1.5. per cwt. for Cod and Ling— the tonnage 
bounty to be only given for nine months’ fisliing, with a full crew. 

It bounties cannot be obtained, Mr. Hogan would consider loans of capital foi- a 
period of years, repayable by small instalments, beneficial to the boatowners, if granted to 
them on then- own personal securities, like the loans of the factors,— as they woSd relieve 
the owners from the loss now suffered in borrowing. ^ 

Mr. Hogan gave in a written statement, (of which the following is a copy,') on behalf of 
orPaSanTeT^^^ Skerries, wlio fitted out vessels for the bounties granted by the late Act 

encour^ficl by Acts of Parliament to build boats, at a heavy expense, for tlic purpose of 
“ By doing away the bounties, owners of these vessels were deprived of means to repair and relil • 
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bounties, the number of vessels emulovf>H hv tlia f ’ i, consequence of the cessation of the 
part unable to proseTute the 50 to 40, the greater 

to the inhabitants there, for all kindsTf fish no'^oth'”'”^ money on the west coast of Ireland, 

round tkere, in the tvinlor 56.30,“ whond'^ »»k P-<~g» 

J It s “-"j 

first rate quality for curing. broken fish, and such as was not of 

fo;;,r.”tt5rtiittih? tir sr.hr 

WM ton Ions of Ling, Cod, H.ddock, Conger Eel, *,c’ Two oTOr«n’d““r' “'”k 
son, .nd the quantity of fish bronghl home .mounted to threrte each °,“hieh Vd f 
expense of provisions .nd salt, independent of the lines, wear, &c T the fleet”/ '"f “ 

plopd tn the fishery, the mere certain they are to ira.h tlettr 

fisher^ ° trrrnfef trT/rotrihr '"“h ^ f p"‘ »•' ••■e 

lieldtZihtingitriitr 

iightho„s:~.re,"^ 

St' thttetne" 

end oPthe inner pier, to prevent nn accumulation of sand afthremraTcr 

The Commissioners also visited die harbour of Skerries and found it to 00 = 

SgSsSiSiSSHSSSSi 

ontrtre'rir *“ ^ ““J" have been wrecked 

property one year; m some matanees, attended with great loss of life, as well as 

EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES, 

The fish taken In largest quantities on this coast, ore Haddock —all the vo.r ■ r j i- u ■ 
from die beginning of November to Mn-rli • T inc, c a -i ^^Bieyear, Cod, — Fisheries and 

Uqd and Haddock fishing begins m December, and generally ends in'^ Marel, Tl, 

inXlgit tltht aJdtS\rTat‘trorDS^^^^^^^ 7'"“"”; 

mencesonthe north-west coas/i„ May, and eifds S 

Iheie aie artificial Oyster beds near Malaliide, of about two acres extent Tbo ]■ ' 
are derived from Arklow._(Lfct.t. Jone,, Malakide.) 

i here is a natural Oyster bed, between Lambay and Rockabill, to the northward Tt Ic 

The species is^li^la^g:;;'^ " 

ii7:;fsI=£=S 

a»*r!) “ M“J> Md ends in October.-(ii«af. Akx- 

Tliesiiii|ihcs offish on Uie coast are diminished, owing to the practice of trawline T r 
Boas, Impecthy Commander of tiu! District ) iracuce ol tiawlmg.— Trawling. 

T he supplies diminished by the deep .sea beam lrawls._(i,v„,, Boldmile ) 

I awling IS considered to have diminished the supplies.— Jones, MalohJe) 

to a/ ,Men/%?^“ v "”*/’/ ‘f"”’ diminished in an extraordinary degree, owing 

the systent of trawling — (Liput. Lavn mee, Bush.') ‘ ° ® 

ho practice of trawling, in the opinion of experienced persons, is most ininrious to the 
cause ofV frequently injuring the lines, whicli i a universal 

cause of complaint and jealou.=y j and if possible, it should be restricted. The fishermen 

For Blackcrcl Fisherj-, sec evidence taken in Dublin. 
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complain, that the mesh of the trawl-nets, which should be 3-| inches from knot to knot, is 
frequently but one inch and a half . — {Captain Ross.) 

Trawling has increased, and is considered destructive to the fish, destroying the spawn 
and young brood — {Lieut. Renon, Baldoyle.) 

The opinion of experienced fishermen is, that it is most injurious to the Fisheries — 
{Lieut. Jones, Malahide.) 

Trawling has decreased, as regards the inhabitants of Skerries ; but it has been increased 
considerably by strangers, on the fishing grounds off this coast, who have superior vessels, 
superior gear, and are said to be more indefatigable fishermen. It is most injurious to 
hook fishing, inasmuch as it disturbs the spawn, kills myriads of the small fish, consequently 
checks, and partially stops re-production. — {Lieut. Alexander, Skerries.) 

Trawling has decreased here, in consequence of the spawn being destroyed by English 
boats trawling over the ground that was never ti'awled on by the fishermen of this place.-..- 
{L'eut. Poole, Balbriggan.) 

Boats generally are in bad repair ; and tlie owners of many cannot afford, without assis- 
tance, to put them in an efficient state. The fishing gear, in tolerable order. 

The boatowners are principally publicans, and salesmasters, (fish factors). — {Lieut. 
Renon, Baldoyle.) 

Tlie fishing vessels are by no means as well found as those of the English fishermen ; 
but I believe this is as much owing to disinclination to incur expense as to want of means — 
just in the same way that they are careless about their houses and persons. I do not mean 
to say that they are able to do more . — ( Copt. Ross.) 

'I'he wherries belonging to this place are in very bad condition, both as to their hulls 
and rigging. '^The fishing gear appears to be good. 

The owners of vessels are generally out fishing, at this place, with the exception of one, 
who is an owner in partnership, and is disabled. — ( Lieut. Jones, MalaJiide) 

Tlie boats and fishing gear ai'e in a state of great decline, the owners being unable to 
keep them up, in consequence of the failure of the Fisheries, the stoppage of bounties, and 
their having become sureties for the fishermen’s gear. 

About one half the number of boats ai-e the property*of those who navigate them. Tlie 
remainder are held by residents of the town. 

'Die English trawlers pursue an improved mode of fishing witli machinery. The boat- 
owners in liush, although induced to adopt tlie same mode, cannot do it, from the number 
of liands which the diminished number of boats requires to be can-ied in each boat, say 
eight or nine, where four with machinery would answer. — (Lieut. Laiorence, Rush.) 

The fishing boats of Skerries ai'e not in as good condition as they ought to be. There 
has not been a new vessel built here for many years, but many have undergone extensive 
repairs, by nearlyrebuilding them fi'om the keel. 

Two of' the vessels are the property of persons who do not go to sea; and four are in 
part the property of the same description of persons. 

The Skerries vessels are on the same model that they were built on sixty years since ; — 
but the rig of many has been altered from wheny to smack. — ( Lieut. Alexander, Skerries.) 

A large wherry, new and complete for sea, costs from £400 to £600; — the smaller 
ones, from £100 to £200 . — ( Captain Ross and Lieut. Alexander.) 

The smaller class, or half-decked, vaiy from £150 to £200, — depending on the quality of 
the materials used. 

The yawls, which are generally built at Larne, cost £8 ; and their outfit, after they ai-e 
brought home, (oars, masts, &c.) may cost £7 more. 

Tlie wherry is considered the best description of vessel for fishing with the long lines ; 
but for every other purpose, the smack is superior. 

I think smacks of 36 or 40 tons, constnicted to carry somewhat more than the tonnage 
by admeasurement, would be an improvement. 

The cost of one of these vessels new, properly built and fitted, would be about £500. 

A net for Herrings is about thirty-two fathoms in the back, and six fathoms deep, having 
a mesli two inches wide, — and costs about £3 65. 9d. A good trawl-net, costs £6 ; it is 
about sixteen fathoms in length, and about 240 meshes in width at tlie head, and 112 at the 
bottom ( Lieut. Alexander) 

The nets and fishing gear are bought fi-om tradesmen — {Lieut. Jones, Malahide.) 

’Fliey are repaired generally by old fishermen {Lieut. Alexander.) 

There are no schools for employing the childi-en in making nets : — I think it desirable 
tliere should be {Lieut. Renon, Baldoyle.) 

A net will last two yeare, and is generally barked and tanned twice during the season 

{Copt. Ross.) 

The principal bait used is the buckey shell fish, (the whelk,) and sometimes small plaice. 
The fishermen along the coast obtain their ovm bait by considerable labour. — {Ibid.) 

Scallops and whelks are the bait used for Cod and Haddock. They are ip great abun- 
dance. Tliere ai-e no mussel banks here {Lieut Renon, Baldoijle) 

Local bait is found in abundance. Tliere are plenty of mussels, but no banks of them 
have been formed. — {Lieut. Jones, Malahide) 

There is no scarcity of bait. — {Lieut. Lawence, Rush.) 

Fishermen here get their own bait by considerable hardship and trouble, in crab-pots 
principally. — {Lieut. Alexander, Skerries) 

lliere are no regulations or seasons for the general Fisheries on this coast. Trawls are 
used at all seasons. There are no trammel-nets here. 

Restrictions as to seasons and modes of fishing, would be useless ; but there should be a 
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standard size for the meshes, and that once established, it should be enforced. It is of im- 
portance that small meshes should not be allowed, for most obvious reasons. 

The long line men are prejudiced against the trawlers, and vice versa, and both paities 
are prejudiced against the English trawlers. The prejudices against the Englishmen have 
led to breaches of the peace ; in one instance at Howth last season, and in another at Sker- 
ries about a year ago. The dispute at Howth was compromised by the Irishmen promising 
not to obstruct or annoy the Englishmen again — {Capt. Ross and Lieut. Alexander.) 

The English trawlers were prevented from landing their fish here, about a year back, and 
the dealers and carmen were prevented from holding any intercourse with them or caiTvinff 
their fish to Dublin. ® 

Contentions have never arisen to my knowledge among the fishermen of this place, from 
any cause. _ Although living in the midst of them, I have never witnessed a squabble of 
words. It is easy to restrain them ; nothing easier ; hear their story out, and if there should 
be any grievance, make some effort to give them redi-ess ; exhort them a little, and you 
may lead them with a string. 

The powers which I presume the local magistracy possess, being similar to those of 
magistrates witli whom I am acquainted on different parts of the coast, is quite sufficient for 
the protection of the Fisheries. Wliat tlieir interference was in the case of the English 
fishermen I do not know. Although living on the spot, holding an appointment under go- 
vernment, and cognizant of every thing that took place, I was neither spoken to, or con- 
sulted on the subject. The Englishmen have never been allowed to land here since 

(Lieut. Alexander, Skerries.) 

I think this circumstance deserves immediate notice. 

A man of war cutter, of about forty tons, might be profitably employed in protecting the 
various classes in the Fisheries off" tliis coast, because whilst doing so, it would be a great 
check to smuggling, and she might go occasionally to whatever parts the lai-gest fleets of 
fishing vessels appear on (Capt. Ross.) 

The most intelligent of the fishermen, wish for the presence of a man of war, to preserve 
order. — (Lieut, Alexander.) 

The fishermen take their fish to Dublin, and occasionally to Drogheda. The fish is sel- Markets and 
dom sold to intermediate local dealers. It is generally conveyed by cai-riers to the fish fac- Curing, 
tors in Dublin. The supply is not .equal to the demand. — f Capt. Ross.) 

The supply of fresh fish is not equal to the demand. Tliere ai-e not any curing-houses 
at Baldoyle or Howth. The fish is sold fresh, except tlie refuse, which is salted for use by 

the fishermen’s families ( Lieut. Renon, Baldople.) 

'fhere were curing-houses at Rush, during the continuance of the bounties ; none since. 

( Lieut. Laiorence, Rush.) 

Fish are not cured at Skerries, except small quantities of Herrings cured by fishermen’s 
families, for their own use. The practice of barrelling Herrings is not pursued; they are 
salted into the vessels in bulk at Killybegs, Wick, &c. by Skenies fishermen. 

The salt taken to Killybegs, Wick, &c. by the fishermen on this coast, is obtained prin- 
cipally from Dublin and Livei-pool. A portion is obtained from local manufactories. 

The two wherries which brought Ling to Skenies from the north-west coast, last season, 

spread them only for a day or two on this beach, having dried them on the other coast 

(Lieutenant Alexander.) 

There is a cooperage at Balbriggan, and the practice of barrelling Herrings is occasion- 
ally pursued. 

The quality of Irisli-cured fish has deteriorated during the last five years. (Lieut. Poole, 

Balbriggan.) 

As compared with the labourers, the fishermen are in a superior condition, being gener- p jv , 
ally better clothed and fed. 'Fhey all drink more or less, but certainly not so much as for- pis"iermen° ^ 
merly — (Capt. Ross.) 

In Baldoyle and Howth their habits are good ; they are industrious obliging men, and 
would be easily led by kindness. ITiey indulge in the use of ai-dent spirits, sometimes, 
when they get good fishing. 

None at Baldoyle or Howth have land, except small patches annexed to their cabins. 

They are wholly employed in fishing, or in preparing their boats and gear. They are al- 
ways fishing, except in tempestuous weather, and on holydays. 'Fhey live in very poor cabins. 

The average earnings of each, (a share of the produce of tlie fish,) amounts to 5s. or 6.?. 
a week. Tlie annual earnings of a thrifty fisherman here, are not sufficient to support a 
family, unless some other member of the family be employed. 'Flieii- families have no 
regular employment — some few of the cliildren go to service. 

When fishermen are disabled by sickness or age, they are supported by their own re- 
sources or begging. There are in Howth and Baldoyle, at present, fifteen destitute families 
left by fishermen : two of the widows have shares in boats, but all the produce is now ex- 
pended in repairing — (Lieut. Renon, Baldoyle) 

At Malahide, there is not any perceivable difference between the fishermen and working 
tradesmen. The use of ardent spirits prevails among all classes to an injurious extent. 

The fishei-men here ai'e generally employed in fishing when the weather is favourable. 

Tliey ai-e sometimes employed on coal vessels. 

I have known their earnings in a week to have been as low as 2s. 6d. — (Lieut. Jones, 

Malahide.) 

In Rush, the fishermen would be extremely miserable from their earnings, were it not 
that each has from a libera! landlord, more or less land for garden culture ; and they are 
not given to the use of ardent spirits. 
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Shipwrecks and other causes have left a number of widows in Hush, who are supported 
by the labour of their children, gathering sea-weed, &c. About sixty are supported by 
tambour work — {Lieut. Lawrence^ Rush.) 

In Skerries, the habits, morals, and social circumstances of the fishermen are somewhat 
above a working tradesman, and far superior to a labourer. Ardent spirits are drunk here, 
more or less, to an injurious extent, except by one man (Christopher Walsh,) who is awater 
drinker from principle. The fishermen are not addicted to excessive drinking. An ex- 
traordinary change for the better has taken place within the last ten years. 

They are wholly employed in fishing, or about their boats and gear. Their sons, of a 
fit go to sea with them; and most of their daughters are employed in working at em- 
broidery. ® 

Sometimes their earnings in a week amount to £l 10s.; at other times they are not 
more than 3s. The men who were at Killybegs Herring fishery last year, (1835) received 
Irom £13 to £15 per man, and were absent three months. 

I will give the earnings of the owner of the Joseph, a large wherry, by one trip to Kil- 
lybegs. Owner’s share, £90,— being two shares for the vessel, one for the money advanced 
for outfit, &c. and two shares for two apprentices,— in all five. In the same ratio he was 
paid for a trip immediately afterwards to Wick. 

When tlie fishermen are disabled for fishing, they ai-e supported by repairing nets or by 
their children, or by begging. 

Widows and children, left destitute, exist by working and begging. But few have been 
left quite destitute; although there have been some cases of deep distress. 

A thrifty sober man in good health at this place, from the high price that is generally 
given for fish, who would follow his business up close, might support his family respectably, 
and .save money. — {Lieut. Alexander, Sherries.) 

At Balbnggan, the fishermen have no other employment than in their boats, or in making 
repairs of boats and gear. 

The weekly earnings in Hen-ing fishing are from 5s. to 7s. each man,— in trawling, from 
5s. to 6s. The earnings of a thrifty fisherman are barely sufficient to defray the unavoid- 
able charges of a family (Lieut. Poole, Balhriffffan.) 

The fishermen on this coast are congregated in the following towns— Howtli, Baldoyle, 
Malaliide, Rush, Skerries and Balbriggan. ITieir habitations are generally small thatched 
cabins. 

Only a few hold land. For tlie little they hold, they pay a high rent. The rent of land 
varies from £2 to £6, and (in some instances within seven miles of Dublin) £7 per Irish 
acre (Capt. Ross.) 

There are no Benefit Societies among the fishermen on this coast ; nor are there any 
Loan Funds for the Fisheries, except one in Dublin, to which Mr. Robert Butler Bryan, of 
Eccles-street, is Secretary ; but as it requires that a similar sum to that wliich it advances, 
shall be raised by the persons interested, it seldom is available (Capt. Ross.) 

At Baldoyle, since the extinction of the loan fund of the late Fishery Board, the fishermen 
get no credit (Lieut. Renon.) 

’Fhe fishermen of Malahide experience much difficulty in getting materials for gear, &c 

(Lieut. Jones.) ® 

Rush obtained only one loan of £7, from tlie late Fishery Board. The fishermen never 
got a farthing — (Lieut. Laiorence.) 

The Skerries fishermen get loans for outfit, and also for buying fish, when repairing to 
the Isle of Man fishery to purchase Herrings for Liverpool or Dublin, or to Killybegs to 
take and buy Flerrings for curing. ° 

The loan fund of the late Fishery Board had the best effect on the sober and provident 
man. ^ 



Generally speaking the Skerries fishermen have no difficulty in obtaining credit for ma- 
terials, &c.— and tlie credit prices charged to them ai-e not usurious.— (jDieat. Alexander:) 
in Baffiriggan, the condition of the fishermen was improved by the loan fund of the late 
Fishery Board, but not permanently. Since its extinction, they have experienced much 
difficulty m obtaining materials. In several instances credits have been obtained, and the 

prices charged were not usurious (Lieut. Poole.) 

I think the credit chai-ges are usurious. — (Capt. Ross.) 

I would establish loan funds along the coast at eligible places, under cai-eful and judicious 
restrictions. I would enforce the existing laws ; and as to our friends from England en- 
croaching upon us, I would say to the Irish fishermen, I will lend you money upon good 
faith, ” go thou and do likewise.”— (Ca^itawi Ross.) j r © 
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No. 
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No. 


Tonnage 


Men. 


No. 


Men. 


No. 


Men. 


Clontarf 

Baldoyle and Howth 
Malahide 

Rush and Rogerstown ... 
Skerriesand Lochshenny 
Balbriggan 


Lieut. H. D. Foster 
Lieut. Renon 
Lieut. .Tones 
Lieut. Lawrence ... 
Lieut. Alexander... 
Lieut. R. Poole ... 


16 

17 

40 

10 

8,5 


574 

70 

680 

1,610 

387 

3,321 


131 

136 

308 

70 

645 


5 

8 

10 

23 


46 

52 

134 


28 

40 

60 


11 

7 

15 

27 


66 

60 

135 


12 

10 

4 

15 


36 

50 

67 


102 

209 

20 

236 

570 

70 


232 128 


60 


261 


41 


153 


1207 
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COUNTY LOUTH. 

Carlingford, \Uh December, 1835. 

Exam, NINO OoMMissioKBES-Messrs. Jaoob and Stanley. 

Denis Caulehsid Be.ady, Esq., M.P. Newrv 
Witnesses— William Mooke. Esq. J.P., and Pateiok D’aLy p a 

Lieutenant Haemnoe, K.N., Coast Guard Officer - Mr M”gfordi 

Thomas Keenan, Christopher M‘C\nn and ntliov v i Boatowner; 

following day. the Commissioners exaitaed wJlSam Ie™””' f »» ‘to 

merly a fisherman in Carlingford. -tSaowNE, a Revenue Boatman, for- 

tl,e^m-ge em^oye/™' November, is the only one in which The Fisheries. 

yeal'thrtere Sfth^ io^jtnf Ljl^bt ^ 

cipallTemSedtre ^0“ C«fl°sW - prin- 

Jnd IS? migta b "nfen 

are not providid with proper gS ’ fl*ernien on the shores of the loch 

Tt/ fishermen of BellaLal pS 7T «>>%„; 

take Haddock with hand hies ■ bm oiill a few Si f ' °'*‘’n Cooley, neir it, 

The Cod taken near CaStarfoi d Sris of finS oLhS pl“E- 

bruaiy and March. *1 ^ *^75 and is in gi-eat abundance in Fe- 

years ago, there were 

StlSStypI-sSeT “ *'■ J.'-f «'“"E 

abiu„'?ri“h“L^rsrSS|or^^^^^ very 

ofvisiWcEh?g7o'xsrtSt^^^^^^^^^^^ 

• Thomas Keenan stated, tliat the boat on which lie is erm-,lr,vrod i • 

m the Me of Man Herring fishery. The ontfit McSriiS^ttl’ engaged, m 1835, 
of which each man contribnted £8 ’ ““'“‘"g *“ >“* compirtation, cost £80, 

pro?„:e®S:t“”rSSc:ed£f2P^^ ‘Ofivoshimngsthahnndred. The total 

me outht of the other boats was computed to have cost from £40 to £(il) 

for the‘So?I Inteoiriflar'* “ IMed into t'en shares-two 

ofo„S'““‘‘ “elf Eoan employed in this iisheiy earned about £8. clear 

anlTn%?rfep ;Ser“ Sltt loPh" w* 'C» Oyst.r 

gathered in small quantities, at low water, by Lys Warrenpoint,) Oysters ai-e Fishery. 

m “ November, and eontinnes to the Mt Monday 

ing^rdledgl!"'^’’' ” <'”"E at the oam, and one hatd- 

'“g handreds, or fifty 

Uie dealers now obtain Oysters at from 8d. to 2^. the lone hundred nf t»n rt. 
its vS;. in Newry and 

le season of the Oyster fishery is now fixed by the Mafquess of Anglesey, proprietor 

B 
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10 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

of the shore along which the principal beds lie ; and he receives from each boat a yearly 
fee of five shillings. 

In consequence of the great number of fishermen engaged in dredging, considered by 
some of the witnesses to be about 2,000, the take of Oysters is increasing, and earnings 
are proportionably diminished. 

TTie earnings at present vary from Ad. to U. 6<f. per diem to each man. 

As a protection to the Oyster fishery, Mr. Browne suggested that a fine should be im- 
posed by law for taking or selling unmatured Oysters. He stated that such a protection 
exists in Scotland. 

It is not the practice to bring Oysters to Carlingford from other places, to be deposited 
in the beds, for the purpose of improving their flavour ; but Oysters have been brought 
from Arklow, to be sold on the shore of the loch, as if taken in it. 

Some of the fishermen stated, that Oysters spawn only trlennially ; but others observed, 
that in every May the Oysters become milky and unfit for use, as i/ they spawned annually. 

Mr. Moore said, that the fishermen in Carlingford are very poor ; that they are unable 
to maintain or equip proper boats ; and the small trading capitalists there are not disposed 
to purchase and ht out boats for the Fisheries. 

When the Hei-ring fishei-y is over, the fishermen on large boats are employed in carrying 
potatoes from Carlingford to Dublin, and other markets; bringing back manure. 'ITiis 
employment continues from the beginning of December till June. 

Tlie fishermen in the to'wn usually hire potato-ground, . for which they pay £6 an acre, 
without manure, and £8 with manure. 

If they must buy manure, weeds would cost them £3 an acre. 

The Oyster fishermen are for the most part holders of land ; and although their rents 
are high, in consequence of the great competition which their habits create, they pay very 
punctually. 

It was stated, that they could not pay the rent of the land which they occupy, with the 
[jroduce ; and that tliey pay it by their earnings in the Oyster fishery. 

After paying the rent, which they do most punctually, they have but scanty means of 
subsistence. They have, however, a privilege of feeding a certain number of sheep on the 
adjoining mountains, in proportion to the quantity of land for which each pays rent ; and 
they are thus supplied with materials for coarse woollen clothing, in which they qre all 
comfortably clad. 

They reside in a district called Omeath. They are industrious in their habits, live fru- 
gally, and pai-take more of the character of secluded mountain peasants, (orderly in demea- 
nour,) than of fishermen. 

The fishermen residing in the town of Carlingford have been sworn, before a magistrate, 
to keep the peace towards one another in fishing — to disclose information as to the appear- 
ance of fish — and otherwise afford friendly aid, conducive to their general interests. 

The oath is voluntary, and is made triennially. 

Keenan, and other fishermen, stated, that if^ order were preserved during the Channel 
Hen-ing fishery, the quantity of fish taken might be tlmeefold greater than it is. 

One usual cause of quarrels, is the practice of affixing a stone to the net in shooting it, 
which frequently damages the nets of other boats. 

Tlie large boats at Carlingford are principally second-hand Manx boats. 

The number has decreased since 1821. 

Net-making is cai-ried on extensively in the town, and gives employment to from 200 to 
300 females. 

The earnings are small — not more than Ad. a day to each person ; but the employment 
has increased. 

Foi-merly, the fishermen there, got nets made by theii- families, but they now buy them. 

The fishermen of Skerries also buy nets at Carlingford. 

The price paid for spinning twine is 3d. per pound, but the texture is very light. 

Tiiere are usually forty-five meshes in a sling, sixteen yards long. 

'Ttie fishermen obtain credit from traders, by whom they are supplied with rope, canvass, 
and other requisites. 

In consequence of the want of capital, they suffer considerable loss in purchasing requi- 
sites on credit. 

For hemp, which is sold at 6s. a dozen lbs. for cash, they are usually charged 8s. For 
canvass, No. 1, they ai-e charged Is. 6d., and the cash price is Is. For ropes, they pay 
6d. per lb., while the cash price is only 3Jd. 

The loans of the late Fishery Board were not beneficial to the fishermen of Carlingford. 

Although granted for boats and gear, they were applied to otherpurposes, and obtained, 
through the influence of landlords and agents, by farmers, and other persons wholly uncon- 
nected with the Fisheries. 

Mr. D’Arcy stated, that small loans, judiciously given, are necessary for enabling the 
fishermen to make a complete equipment for fishing, and avail themselves of the supplies of 
fish, and the markets, which are near them. 

He also suggested the revival of the Production Bounty ; but being reminded that tliis 
bounty was only given for cured fish, and that the Carlingford fishermen have no occasion 
for curing the fish which they would take, he admitted that it could not be advantageous 
to Carlingford, unless it were extended to fish sold fresh, which would occasion ereat 
difficulty. 

Carlingford is a tide harbour, without any artificial shelter. It is, however, affected 
only by north-east winds. Mr. Moore considers a pier necessary. 
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Po^rle^i-d^nf ’ ?■ ?■’ that at Bellaggan 

Point, seawaidof Carlmgford, a pier is very much required ; and that, in aid of its con- 
struction, the fishermen tliere would give their labour gratuitously. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

No^mbef to”tL W S.t'm.S’'’’ I f™” *'“= '»* of "■> 

C. g! ohtXXfS^Sf '*• Septembe.-.-(ii. ii. of Fish- 

the® m of Octobe7Z* r, ®'T of April. The Herring season begms 

the 1st oi Uetobei, and lasts six weeks or two montlis. Die geai- is the L-awl di-an?ht 
net, hemng-net, long Ime, and splllard. Splllard fishing for HaddoA gti ’nr« emi 
ployment, and is most prodnctive_(L,eaf. Raxje, C. G. Ojgwer, Dunany Point.) 

Ma^ Sls, 7AT T'*rS;™/ ond Lobsters 4m 1st of 

Mot nntd Istof Angnst,_(fF; J. i5-ey«r, C. G. Officor, Cooley Point.) 

Heinngs, from June until November, taken with drift-nets. The fcherv is productive 

and gives cOTisiderable employment.— (tieaf. Lfordinye, C. G. Omcer, Grlenore Point i ’ 

an of 'O'™’’”? I” '>oys has been much on the increase during the last five years Tri I’ 

and s thought to be most injurious to the Fisheries, by disturbing the spawn. It has had i ^ 

S) “ o“ *0 coast.-(l. “%tr 

Trawling has increased during the last five years, and no difference of opinion exists as 
to Its injurious effects on the risheries.-(iica(. Rmjc, Dwnany Point.) ^ 

modro”‘;Sg‘:^(|i.'’}!-Sy° atlefor the more general 

?uTe blrSto?hOT\’e““^ ogre>‘'logree.-(ii„(. flirdinye, Greemre Point.) 

they aie genially from 20 to 40 tons, clinker-built; some half and others whole decked 
cost &om £100 to £200 each. Boats of 30 or 40 tons, such a. behrng to ffinS 
wolild be piefeiable ; the cost of such boats would be from £300 to £500. ^Tlie smafl boat 
list d IS the Noi way yawl ; they are safe and serviceable. A trawl-net costs £6, length sixteen 
fathoms, depth seventeen fathoms, mesh from 1 J to 3X inches from knot to knot, lach man’s 
shme of a hemng-net costs about £2 10s. j the length is from 26 to 34 fathoms, the depth ' 

V?? Tl’ * °f l‘"es eests £L Nets of ah sorts are made by the famihes 

of the fishermen; there are no schools of industry; cost of spinning net twine is 3s Mm, 
dozen lbs. and *e expense of netting ixd. per yard of the sling, 45 meshes deep ' K 
barited, a net will last about two years._(Ji;. R. Thompmn, Onohor Head.) 

lishmmrfn pSldp? ‘ “f >>do"g to 

No change or improvement has taken place in the construction of fishing boats- Norwav 
l“,nt*n'f "“{f. to which a strike or two are generally^added. To the 

want of a harbour may be ascribed our want of improvement ' 

In the Splllard fishery a change has taken place, the Coast Guard having recommended 
the fishcimen to use hooks instead of thorns, which tliey were in the habit If using. 

The Norway skiff costs about £4 10s. ; when converted into yawls, the value is |g The 
rhalbour ■' “ “ t^ottnnend tliem, while we warn 

Nets are made by pemons confined in the gaol of Drogheda, and at Carlingford bv the 
families of fishermen and others; there are no schools of iSdustry for employing childiL in 
not-mnkmg.—(Littd. Raye, Dmany Paint.) ■' enudren in 

Fishing gear very scarce, ^d in bad condition, the poor men being unable to purchase it - 
“'th” eonstruction of boats, or mode of taking fish ; chiefiy 

owing to the want of means to purchase enough of gear ^ ‘ 

answel 

goodordenfishing gear in bad order._(L„.,.,. 

The boats and fishing gear very poor, the fishermen not being able to keep them in re 
pair for w-ant of encouragement, by loans or otherwise ; decked slacks are prlimipallv used 
of about 40 tons. In my opinion small smacks from 20 to 26 tons would be most diirabk 

T' “ '”V bttti condition, butsometlilng improved within the last two or three Utililv of Prc 
3th! Mil™ '*3 .‘“"S® a regatta for the encouragement inian, . 

EMtfi; ’,'1 hK, caused n spirit of emnlation._(Li„f. Rnoin, Ihmdalk!) 

W, 1 * * /re™ “ /®‘”g able to procure the necessary articles since the boiiiitv 

was done away with. The fishermen of this district are a most enterprising and attentive sht 

B 2 
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of people, and very worthy of the highest encouragement that Government may deem pru- 
dent to bestow on them. — ( WiUiam Moore, J. P., Carlingford.) 

Bait. Mussel and lug worms are in great abundance on this station {John Halsey, C. G. 

Officer, Mouth Boyne?) 

Mussel, limpid, razorfish, and lugs, are used for Haddock, Whiting and flat fish ; 
conger-eel for Cod. The fishermen are supplied with local bait. When there is a 
scarcity, salt and fresh Herrings are used. At the mouth of the Bojuie there is a mussel 
bed, one at Dunany Point, one at Annalong, one at Dundalk, and one at the river of 
Rostrevor. One bushel of Boyne mussels will cost, at Clogher, Is. They are al- 

most always procured by the fishei-men’s families. — {R. R. Thompson, Clogher Head?) 

Lugs for Codling and Whiting, mussels for Haddock, and sand-eels for any other kind 

of fish. All kinds of bait got in abundance ( W. J. Freyer, Cooley Point?) 

Ke'--ulatjoiis as Tliere is a strong prejudice against trawling and wading nets, which are sometimes used 
to the Seasons, on this coast. I think the trawl-fishery ought to be put a stop to, and also the wading nets. 
Modes of Fishing, It would be impossible to put a stop to trawlers, unless a small cutter cruizes for thepro- 
and Public Order, tection of the Fisheries. 

There has been no interference on the part of the magistrates, nor do I see it necessary 
there should be {John Halsey, Motith of the Boyne?) 

'^There are no regulations observed on this coast with regard to the nets, and the conse- 
([uence is, the destruction of the fry, and the gradual deterioration of the fishery. 

Contentions happen occasionally. Tlie wherries and smacks seldom come but when 
blowing hard, as they can then easily command the small boats. 

Regulations, only affecting the size of the mesh, will never afford adequate protection to 
the fishery. I am of opinion that trawling and trammel fishing should be restricted in shel- 
tered places, where fish spawn. 

I cannot state what powers the local magistrates have ; they ai'e uncertain themselves 
how to act. • 

The fishermen complain a good deal of the practice which the farmers have, of shooting 
nets off their horses, instead of boats. The mesh of the net is so small, that fry are taken 
in such quantities, that they are given to pigs. — {Lieut. Raye, Dunany Point?) 

The fishery is regulated by four seasons. Tliey are not injurious to the fishery ; and 
the regulations are, to swear that they (the fishermen) are bound to make affidavit, if re- 
quisite, that they will keep the regulations. — {W. J. Freyer, Cooley Point?) 

In consequence of trawlers taking away long lines by their ti'awl-nets, disputes have 
arisen between tliem and fishermen. If trawling were prohibited between headlands, 
where lines and nets are shot, there would be less disputes. — {Lieut. Hardmqe, Greenore 
Point?)^ 

A kind of bow net is used here, before low water. These nets are formed into a line 
across the harbour, and boys beat the water, and chase tlie fish into the nets. The smallest 
fry are caught. These are generally given to pigs {Lieut. Jncin?) 

There is a regulation that no herring-nets shall be shot after sun-rise, nor until after sun- 
set. This is thought to be beneficial to the Fisheries. 

Trawling should not be allowed inside of headlands. 

A superintendent should be appointed to attend the fishing fleet, with insti'uctions how 
to act. — {William Moore, J. P., Carlingford?) 



Markets and Drogheda is the principal market ; land and water carriage very good. The fish are 

Curing. generally taken to market by the fishermen’s families. Carriers get but little employment. 

The supply is not equal to the demand. Herrings and Cod are brought from Scotland, 
many cargoes of which arrived last year. Herrings sold at £1 per barrel; Cod, 17s. per 
cwt. ; Ling, 3^d. per lb. — Irish Cod is generally £l per cwt. ; Scotch, 17^. None are 
cured on this coast. — {John Halsey, Mouth of the Boj/ne.) 

'File supply of fish is here equal to the demand. In the local markets, Scotch Herrings 
and dried fish are used (i?. R. Thompson, Clogher Head?) 

The supply of fish is not equal to the demand. Newfoundland Cod and Scotch Her- 

j-ings are generally to be found in our local market towns {W. J. Freyer, Cooley 

Point.) 

llie quantity of fish never exceeds tlie demand. Herrings seldom equal to demand. 

Cured Herrings from Scotland supply the local markets. — {Lieutenant Joseph Gilbert, 
Omeath.) 

As far as I can say, more fresh fish would be purchased in the markets, if the carriers 
could get tiiem, as quick sale generally is the result. Scotch Herrings are brought into the 
Newry mai'ket {Lieut. Hardinge, Greenore Point.) 

The principal market for the fishermen of Clogher Head is Dublin. There is a readv 
market for any fish that may be caught in this bay, at the neighbouring towns, wliich are 
all badly supplied with fish of an inferior quality. 

The -supply of cured fish is generally imported from Scotland, Newfoundland, and Shet- 
land. The annual import of Herrings is from five to six thousand barrels ; of Cod and Ling 
about twenty tons. No fish of any consequence are cured here {Lieut. Irwin, Dtmdalk^ 

The supply of fresh and cured fish is not equal to the demand. Herrings, Cod, &c. are 

imported to a considerable extent ( Wm. Moore, J. P., Carlingford?) 

(kiiidition of the Fishermen are very industrious and moral. Their circumstances are very good, compared 
Fisliermen. with tradesmen and agricultural labourers. Tlie use of ardent spirits does not prevail among 

them. I have been stationed here these five years, and I can speak of them with pleasure. 

None of the fishermen are occupiers of land, Wien not employed in fishing, they repair 
their lines and gear, and provide bait. 
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llie aged families are supported by their friends. There are 13 widows and families, and Condition of the 
30 orphan f^ilies, that have no shares in boats, and-are wholly supported by their friends. Fishermen 
ilie weekly earnings of a fisherman may be from 6s. to 7s. Many of tliem are pilots • 
they make 10s. a week.— (Jo/tn Halsey^ Mouth of the Bo, me.) 
ine fishermen ai-e industrious. Their morals and social habits much improved during 
the last hve yej^s, and are certainly more peaceably inclined, if not so well off, as agricul- 
tural labourers m this neighbourhood. They indulge a little too much in the use of ai-dent 
spirits, but seldom to an injurious extent. 

They are wholly employed in the capacity of fishermen, except when the farmers, from 
wjiora they hold con-acre potato-ground, require their assistance in the harvest, which 
K injurious to the fisherman, by taking him from more lucrative employment, and also is 
injurious to the Fisheries. ^ 

Tlie fisherman who has a smaU piece of land is better off, or, I should say, more com- 
iqrtable, than those that have none ; and, when industrious, can find sufficient spai-e time 
of his family, to cultivate it.— (iZ. R. Thompson, Clogher HeadX 
Ihe fishermen employ themselves in holding and cultivating land, when not fishing. The 

wmbinatmn of pursuits is more beneficial to the fishermen than injurious to the fishery. 

fwo-thirdsmore of the time of tlie fishennen might be profitably employed, if they had 
^■ge^ boats. When it blows, the small ones must run to land {Lieut. Raye, Dunany 

lire way the loan of the late Fishery Board was given, was most injurious to the fisher- Loans and Benefit 
men ; tlie shopkeepers taking advantage, and charging one-third more than the article was Societies, 
worth. A fisherman could pay a loan of five pounds in two years. Fishermen find it diffi- 
cult to get materials for their boats and gear. I think a loan would be of much benefit to 

uiem, but not on the same plan as the last. Fishermen do not get credit for materials 

(John Halsey, Mouth of the Boyne.) 

Benefit Societies would be most desirable and beneficial. 

^ere are no loan funds nor banks by which fishermen are assisted, 
liie loan fund of the late Fishery Board was attended with the most beneficial conse- 
quences to the industrious fishennen, and has permanently improved them ; and where it 
has not, it can only be ascribed to the imprudence of the borrower. Since the extinction 
of the late fishery loan, the fisheimen have experienced serious, difficulty in procuring mate- 
rials, and often serious loss, from the impossibility of getting fishery gear in time : and when 
ob^ied on credit, they are charged usuriously— (ii. R. Thompson, Clogher Head.) 

late fishery loan was made to the father of a family, or to a person settled in 
hte, It generally proved _ permanently beneficial ; but when to young unmarried men, they 
^equently drank it, emigrated to America, or changed residence ( Lieut. Raye, Dummy 

I have every reason to believe that the loans of the late Fishery Boai'd did improve the 
condition of the fishermen. Since, they have experienced much difficulty in obtaining ma- 

tenals, and pay much higher when they get credit, than when they can pay ready money. 

( W. J. Freyer, Cooley Point.) J j j i 

'Die loan of the late Fishery Board produced good effects, enabling fishermen to fit out 
their boats, which now they cannot do. Formerly, when the loan was given, the fishermen 
were charged most usuriously by the merchants who supplied them with fishery gear, not 
fiavmg the money m their own_ hands to make their own bargains. Since the loans ceased, 
they have experienced much difficulty in obtaining materials ; and when they buy on credit, 
are overcharged. — ( Lieut. James Gilbert, Omeath.) 

Since the extinction of the loan fund of the late Fishery Board, the fishermen have ex- 
penenced much difficulty in fitting out their boats and gear, and have to pay an exorbitant 

price for credit to shopkeepers, in order to obtain their materials ( Lieut. Hardinae, Gree- 

nore Point.) 

Since the loan fund failed, many have been obliged to give up the occupation of fishing, as 

cremt cannot generally be obtained {Lieut. Irwin, Dundalk.) 

I consider that the fishery loan did not benefit the fishermen ; as the persons who in ge- 
neral applied for the loan, were not regular fishermen ; and I think the failure ascribable to 
the persons who recommended, not considering the characters and habits of those recom- 
mended. 



The fishermen, in cases of credit, are charged usuriously. — { Willia, 
Ungford.) 



Moore, J. P., Car- 
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Mr.Il. R. Thompson 
Lieut. H. R. Raye 
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COUNTY DOWN. 

Derryoge and Antudong, th December, 1835. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Jagoe and Stanley. 

Witnesses— Mr. Stephen Burns, Kilkeel, Shopkeeper; William M'Kee, of Derryoge, Fisher- 
man ; Mr. Alexander Robinson, of Kilkeel, Boatowner ; and Saml^l Grummei., of 
Annalong, Fisherman. 

Fisheries. ^'lle fishermen of Derryoge and Annalong are continuously employed in fishing for the 

supply of the neighbourhood and Newry, They do not complain of a diminution in the 
supply of any fish except Haddock, and this decrease Mr. Robinson ascribes to the de- 
structive trawl-nets of English cutters, from Dublin Bay. By taking Herrings last summer, 
the fishermen earned about £4 each. 

Mr. Robinson stated tliat one of the Penzance Heiring boats, employed in the last sum- 
mer’s Channel fishery, realized, to his knowledge, £100 in one week. 

Mackerel visit this_ part of the coast in large shoals, and come close into shore ; but they 
are only talcen with lines : in this way two men have killed eighty dozen in a day. The 
shoals are seen during about three months from June. 

The bay of Dundrum, north of Annalong, extending from Moneydaragh Point to St. 
John’s Point, contains large quantities of flat fish, particulaily Turbot, but the fishermen on 
the shore of the bay will not permit fish to be taken in it witli trawl-nets. 

Mr. Robinson, who is owner of two boats of thirty tons each, stated that he would not 
desire any encouragement for fishing, except the privilege of using fair trawl-nets in Dun- 
drum Bay 3 and that with this privilege, and the summer Herring fishery, the local fishermen 
. would have a profitable employment through the year. 

Tliere are five decked boats in Annalong, but Grummei stated that the owners are not 
remunerated. 

Preservation of William M‘Kee, of Derryoge, stated that the fisheimen are sworn to preserve order 
when fishing, and to render friendly aid. 'This practice has been observed for forty years, 
and the oath is taken voluntarily before a magistrate tiiennially. 

Mr. Burns is in the habit of giving credit to the fishermen for tackle and gear. "ITiey 
are charged only a small advance on the cash prices ; and they are punctual in their pay- 
ments. 

A pier is considered requisite at Derryoge, the natural shelter being deemed insufficient 

{Mr. Bums.) 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

Carlingford Lock to Dundrum Bay. 

lishenes and 'fhe description of fish taken are — Cod, Ling, Haddock, Glassen, Bream, Whiting, 

' oceso 'ishing. Mackei’el, and Herrings. Herring fishing begins in June, and ends in November {Mr. 

Murrow, C. G. Officer, Annalong.) 

Fishing with herring-nets and hand lines the only modes of fishing practised. Herring 
fishing on the coast usually commences in August or beginning of September, and ends in 
November. It is the most productive . — {John Miller and William M^Roy, Fishermen, 
Denyoge.) 

No alteration has been made in the mode of taking fish here during.tlie last twenty yeai-s. 
— {Lieut. W. H. Gosling, C. G. Officer, Cranfield^ 

There are scattered beds of Oystei-s along the coast, but no exertion is made to find 
them. They are of good quality, and large. Small premiums to the fishermen would im- 
prove these Oyster fisheries.— (Mr. Murrow, Annalong^ 

Diere ai-e Oyster^ banks on the Down shore, in Carlingford Loch — one off Rostrevor 
Quay, about two miles and a half in length, and half a mile in breadth ; the other is off 
Kilowen Point, one niile in length, and hdf a mile broad. They are open to all persons 
who pay five shillings a year. Tlie Marquess of Anglesey claims all right of control, and 
no pei-son disputes it. They are regularly dredged; and at low water, spring tides, Oysters 
are picked up as much as 2 cwt. each tide. The supply of Oysters has inci'eased in the last 

two years. They are sold in Warrenpoint at from seven to fifteen shillings a thousand 

Their quality is very good ; and although not very large, they are full (Lieut. W. H. 

Gosling, Craiyield.) 

The royalty of Carlingford Loch belongs to the Marquess of Anglesey. Dredging is 
confined to his tenantry generally, but open to the public. The supply of Oysters has ra- 
ther increased within the last ten years, owing to the enforcing of the Act of Pailiament, (17 
and 18 Geo. III., cap. 1 1 ,) against unlawful dredging." I have known Oysters to have been 
sold as high as Is. 6<f. per hundred, within the last six years. I would suppose the value of 
all taken in the season to be upwards of £1000. — {Mr. Leonard Watson, Warrenpoint.) 

referred to was repealed by the 25th Geo. III., ch. 35, and that was repealed by the Fishery 
the regulation for Oyster fishing is not included. The Act of the 
25th Geo. III., prohibited Oyster fishing in Carlingford Locb, from the first Saturday in March, to 
tlie lirst Monday ni November ; and at all other places on the coast of Ireland, from the 1st of May 
to the 20th of August. 
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Lobsters and Crabs are very plenty. They are taken by strange boats from Cooley, (Co 
Louth,) sometimes ten or more — {John Miller and Wm. M'Rotj, Derryoqe ) 

Lobsters are taken regularly off Green Island and the Black House Island; but do not 
‘fieS) quantity to create a profitable fishing Xr&de.— {Lieut. Gosling, Cran- 

Tliey are taken in pots made of willow and ha 2 ei rods, from March to September. They 
are sold m the local markets for 10^. a dozen, and Crabs for 8tf. a dozen. 

TTiere is no Scallop fishing within my guard ; but there are numerous beds on the coast, 
and no exertion is made to take these fish {Mr. Murroio, Aimalong.) 

Trawl boats, which visit this coast, are considered injurious to the Fisheries. It is con- 
sidered that, ever since the Torbay boats were allowed to fish on these shores, the Herring 
fishery has been on the decline {Lieut. Gosling, Cranfield.) 

Trawling has increased, and is generally considered injurious, particularly at certain 
seasons. 



The line fishermen have a great prejudice against trawls with small meshes, as they destroy 
qu^tities of every kind of fish,_ too small for any mai-ket.— (Mr. Murrow, Annalom.) 

■ I fishing gear, (in Cranfield station, from Warrenpoint to River Foot,) are 

y f.?°? condition. There are two or three men connected as owners of most of 
the boats. No improvement has been made in the construction of boats within the last 
twenty years. 

The boats used at present cost about £10. If there were a pier at Deixyoge, smacks 
would be advantageous for deep sea fishing. A smack of from fifteen to twenty tons, twenty- 
eight leet long, and twelve feet beam, would cost £70. 

Nets ai-e made and repaired by the fishermen. There are no schools in which nets are 
made. 

Each net is fourteen fathoms long, and five fathoms deep, with inch meshes (Lieut 

Gasling, Cra^eld.') ^ 

The boats, (^in Leestone district, which are all row-boats,) are in general in bad condi- 
tion ; the gear is also bad ; the fishermen have not the means of getting better. The boats 
^long to the fishermen. No improvement has been made in the construction of them 
Uiose of from two to three tons cost from £I 0 to £12, properly fitted out. If a harbour were 
provided, boats of from 10 to 20 tons could be manned, and would cost from £50 to £100 

Nets, (which are used only in Herring fishing,) are made and repaired by the fishermen 
and their fimihes. 'ITiey are sixteen fathoms long, five fathoms deep, and have meshes of 
an inch or inch and quarter from knot to knot. They cost about £l fii'. and there are 
seven nets to each boat. 



Trawling. 



Boats and Gear. 



Materials are obtained on credit of six months or a year. If the nets were barked they 
mip;ht last three or four seasons — {Mr. W. H. Higdon, C. G. O^er, Leestone:) 

Fhe condition of the boats at Annalong middling. Five of the boats, which ^e decked 
are employed more than one half the yeai- in the coasting trade. About one half of the 
boats belong to persons who do not go put as fishermen ; about one-third belong to fisher- 
men in partnership. 

Tlie only nets used ai-e for Herrings, sixteen fatlioihs long, five fathoms deep, with inch 
meshes, and they cost about £2 2«. each. The hand lines used cost about 2^f each, and 
from twenty to thirty fathoms long. Nets and lines are generally made and repaired by the 
fishermen and their families. ^ 

There ai-e no schools of industry here. 

Materials are obtained on credits of six or twelve months. The cost of spinning net twine 
IS 3s. per dozen ; and the charge for net-making is a halfpenny per yard, forty-four meshes 
broad. — {Mr. Wm. Murrow, Annalong.) 

Tlie bait generally used here is the sand-eel and mussel— the former is got on the spot. Bait 
the latter off Rostrevor, seven miles distant — {Lieut. Gosling, Cranfield:) 

A month’s bait will cost about six shillings to a boat. When mussels are scarce, we use 
lug, and sometimes snails — {John Miller and W. M'Roy, Derryoge.) 

There is a mussel bank near Rostrevor monument ; another between that and Wairen- 

point ; and another off Kilowen Point ; all nearly dry at low water, spring tides. {Lieut. 

Gosling, Crarfield.) 

Mussels are not found on this part of the coast, (Leestone,) and are brought from Newry 
River, at 2s. per bushel. — {Mr. W. H. Higdon, Leestone.) 

Mussels ai-e not found within my guai-d, (Annalong,) and are brought from Rostrevor 
and Dundrum, at from I 5 . 6 d. to 2s. per bushel. 

A premium for taking Scallops, by dredging, would prevent a scarcity of bait {Mr. Wm. 

Murrow, Annalong.) 

There are no fixed seasons or modes of fishing here. The nets used are made with Regulations 
meshes as nearly as possible of the same size. Tlie fishermen consider, that from the 1st of ^ 
September to the 30th of November would be a reasonable time for tlie Herring fishin<^ on 
the coast, and that it should be confined to themselves. — {Lieut. Gosling, Cranfield.) ^ 

From August to the latter end of November is a proper time for Heiring fishing. The 
meshes used are generally approved of. — {Wm. M'^Roy, Derryoge.) 

A committee of fishermen make an-angenients for the whole body, that they will not in- Public Order, 
jure each other. To these rules they bind themselves by oath, which Magistrates adminis- 
ter. These regulations seem to have the desired effect {Lieut. Gosling, Cranfield.) 

Contentions arise by strangers not complying with the rules on this part of the coast. 

Magistrates often complain of not having sufficient authority to regulate fishermen, and 
to settle disputes arising at sea {Mr. Wm. Murrow, Annalong.) 
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Newry is the best market. The fish is sold to traders. From three to four hundred per- 
sons are thus employed in the Herring season. 

Herrings are sold by the maize (500), at from 15s. to £1, according to the supply. 

There is not enough of fish caught to supply the markets ; and Scotch Herrings are im- 
ported, — between two and three thousand barrels a year. 

There are no facilities for curing, which has in a great measure injured the fishennen, and 
has left our markets open to imports of Herrings from Scotland. 

There are no local salt manufactories. All the supply is from Liverpool. — {LieutenaM 
Gosling, Cranfield.) 

There used to be stores for curing fish here, but none now {John Miller and Wm. M^Roy, 

Derryoge.) 

Irish cured fish has the preference in the local mai-kets. Fish taken here is generally 
sold fresh. Tlie Herrings cured are gutted without knives. 

The fishermen sell Haddock at from 6s. to 12s. per dozen ; Whiting at &d. or 8r/. per 

dozen; Cod and Ling 12s. a dozen, and Mackerel Is. 6s. a dozen (Mr. W. H. Higdon, 

Leestone.) 

The supply of fresh or cured fish not equal to the demand ; about two-thirds of the fish 
consumed are Scotch Herrings. 

Cod and Ling ai-e scarce. The lowest price at which Haddock are sold by the fishermen 
is 2.S. per dozen. The lowest price of Mackerel is Is. per dozen, and the highest price 4s. 
Bream and Codling are sold at from Is. Zd. to 2s. 9d. a dozen — (^Mr. Wm. Murrow, An- 
nalongi) 

tlie Tlie fishermen’s habits and morals appear to be good. Their condition is as bad as that 
of poor labourers. Ardent spirits not used to excess, and mostly drank during the Herring 
fishing — (^Lieut. Gosling.) 

Some fishermen occupy a small piece of land, which is beneficial to their families. Very 
few have land. They who have, are much better off than those who have none. Those 
wlio have no land are idle when tlie weather will not permit fishing. 

The families of fishermen ai'e employed in spinning ; in gathering sea-weed for manure, &c. 
The fishermen ai-e on the fishing ground at five or six o’clock in the morning, and con- 
tinue the greater part of the day. 

Fishermen take potato ground by the year, and pay eight pounds, or guineas, per acre 
for manured ground, either lea or stubble, ploughed. Land not manured is sometimes let to 
them at £3 or £4 an acre. 

Farms here are held from the proprietors at £l, £l 10s. or £2 an acre. — (John Miller 
and Wm. M^Roy, Derryoge.) 

About twenty fishermen have advanced to be boatowners. About one hundred boat- 
owners here (Derryoge, &c.) are not fishermen. 

Fishermen’s widows and childi'en, when unable to work, depend upon the charity of the 
able-bodied fishermen and the neighbouring farmers. There are about one hunch-ed and 
fifty destitute widows and orphans here. 

In consequence of the decline of the Fisheries on this part of the coast, the earnings of 
a thrifty fisherman are not adequate to meet the demands tliat a large family must have, 
particularly those who support aged parents and other relations. — {Lieut. Gosling, Cran- 
Jield.) 

Hie fisliermen (in Leestone district,) are generally industrious and sober. They hold 
small portions of land, on which they are employed at certain periods, without injury to the 

Fisheries. They live in miserable cabins {Mr. W. II. Higdon, Leestone.) 

The fishennen (in Annalong district,) are generally industrious, but their circumstances 
are not so good as those of tradesmen, and they are rather inclined to the use of spirits. 

The annual earnings of a thrifty fisherman are not adequate to defray the unavoidable 
charges of a family.. — {Mr. Wm. Murrow, Annalong.) 
cc. The loan fund of the late Fishery Board did not produce much benefit to tlie fishermen. 

In some cases this is ascribable to the borrowers. They are not charged usurious prices for 
materials obtained on credit — {John Miller, and Wm. M‘Roy, Derryoge^ 

Tliere are not any benefit societies or loan funds on this coast. 

'Fhe Fishery Loan Fund did a great deal of good here in furaishing fishing gear. Fisher- 
men have experienced much difficulty since its extinction in procuring materials. Some 

credit is given {Mr. W. H. Higdon, Leestone?) 

No loans were ever obtained from the Fishery Board by fishermen within my guard. 

{Mr. Wm. Murrow, Annalong?) 



Newcastle, {Dundnm Bay,) 18tA December, 1835. 

Examining Commissionees — Messrs. Jagoe and St.anley. 

Present — The Earl Annesley, Proprietor of the Town and Harbour. 

Witnesses — Cattain Daniels, R.N., Inspecting Commander of the Coast Guard; Mr. Ao.iMS, 
Coast Guard Officer of the Station ; Robert Martin, Harbour Master and Boatowner ; and 
James Lowey, Fisherman and Boatowner. 

Turbot are so abundant in Dundrum Bay, that they are speared close to tlie dry strand;, 
and Wliiting of the finest kind may be taken in large quantities. — ( Capt. Daniels.) 

Mackerel enter the bay in great shoals, and have been seen at night close to the harboirr 
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and aomettaes occupy, 

abundance near Killough, north of the bay gi-eatest 

shim„*lrh!lti P"-> ‘a - 

a.-e”Cd?ufe;:c7yet“fe^ twcoc ,hce= year, bu. Mackerel 

Oo 7F) are at Tyrella, between Newcastle and Kmough._(C„y,t. 

areJiprab’S-w^^SylSe^^^^^^^^ -^^”^altt and they 

fee7: StTkeef are N»way sk® : some are twenty-one 

of ®whL7fo7ru7inr7S;®^^^^ “ “■* “ “y “"“™nce of two glasses 

abJ'oVTllK”S^^^^^^ Each 

los?h“df but lines are often lost: some of the'boats have 

wol"rst1e7ol“ ‘ aomplete. 

Mackerel and Sole are only taken with hooks here (R. Martini 

hshermen, while out 

In 1829 there was goodiishmg; and each man earned, while out, from £1 to £2aweek 

In taking Herrings, each man may earn £8 or £9 in the season. to±- 2 aweek. 

be«7tt^Sd7“B"X«? )““™^ '*■' '>ay than the local fishermen, because 

dan7rth77:~:ofdTh2^^^^^^ — more abun- 

the\7Tf7rt).7^^^^^^^^ JieS^'SrJtsttas" ‘" 

sesfr** ° '■a^a land : those without it Ire notL well off as they who pos- 

JWien farming is going on, the fishermen work for each other._(«, Martin 1 
Lowey stated that he has land, and therefore does not think fishiL f ii ■ 

He also stated, tliatif fish weiu plenty, he wori^refeTttSd® * 

payfoSa a77fnfS^^^^^ “ •■» >'““^1 andhe 

the7:|"71ore777F7|7^^^^^^ ^O'vayaated 

that5i:™\777:77fire7m“‘* “-e most constant in fishing: but is of opinion 
Captain Daniels stated, that English fishermen who have land, never hold more than a 

;Ce^tXS7«Fbo7oTgl7 and in foul weather th7ar‘lr 

Chmn'e777“’ ’'aa'*'?™”* ?' dari"g *a summer Herring fishery in the 

borSonh^bValltal^Fh^^^^^^^^ 7“ •“ dealing the 

ma^ftlm7for7; thlu7ete.“ 

At Newcastle, the fishermen need never remain in harbour, when a storm is over ■ as the 
thi *W -77* ““'a> a"<i dieir fishing operations may be immediately resumed. And 

aeiinen from bein|out in boatT: 

i7h:”7“' “ 

Herrings spawn m the bay, and afterwards run to the deep water. 

Hemng Fry has been taken at the close of August (R. Martin ) 

Irawlmg is not pennitted in the bay by the rules of the local fishermen : they consider it 
deductive of spawn, and of young ^h.i-(R. Martin.) ’ ^ 

Ihe Farl Annesley stated, that recently the fishermen sei 2 ed on a trawl-net belonging to 

e.n;i.7?m.7sc?7’c“d77'^^^ 

t See Evidence of Alexander Robinson of Kilkeel, page 14. 
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a boat from Baibriggan or Skerries, which was brought to him; a^d that in consequence of 
his not having restored it to the boat, he was menaced with an action. 

Trawling may keep the bottom of a bay clean, and so induce the resort of flat fish — {R. 
Martin.) . xt • c j 

Turbot and Plaice do not spawn in the bay, but on a bank nine miles to sea. Neither ^ 
Haddock spawn in it ; but they are in it from November until May. Soles are also in it, 
and are sometimes taken on long lines, with lug bait. — (R. Martin. ) 

Very short credits for materials are given to the local fishermen ; and they do not obtain 
loans of money. 

The time fixed for the repayment of the loans made by the late Fishery Board was too 
short : if the fishermen repaid them in time, there was no capital left for further opera- 

tions. — ( R. Martin.) 

The Earl Annesley stated, however, that notwithstanding the limited time for repayment, 
a Newcastle fisherman named Roney, who obtained a loan, has by its aid been so much ad- 
vanced in life as to be at present the owner of a skipper in Newcastle ; and he was once a 
poor and very improvident man. 

Mr. Adams stated, that the greater part of the loans were obtained by farmers and 
dealers some persons got them for buying horses, which were sold again, when the time for 
repayment arrived. ^ . 

With a Savings Bank to take care of the earnings, loans would be beneficial ; but other- 
wise their permanent effect would be very partiaL-^FIarZ Annesley.) 

None ot the local fishermen are capable of conducting a square-rigged vessel mto the 
harbour of Newcastle. — (Mr. Adams.) 

At Falmouth, Fowey, Plymouth, &c. all the fishermen act as pilots, and have warrants ot 
authority. _ j i. t • i 

Instructions in fishing and piloting, on vessels stationed for the purpose round the Irish 
coast, would be most beneficial to the country.* — (Captain Daniels.) 

The Earl Annesley observed, that the fishermen are most grateful for instruction ; and 
he stated, that if vessels were placed on stations round the Irish coast, (Dundrum Bay to 
be one,) for instructing local fishermen in the best modes of fishing, and in navigation, he 
would fit out one at his own expense. 

All the fishermen on the coast between Dundalk Bay and Cow and Calf, on the north 
coast of Dundrum Bay, are sworn to keep the peace. The oath is made voluntarily before 
a magistrate, and has the effect of preserving order — (R. Martin) 

The pier of Newcastle was erected at the joint charge of the late Fishery Board and of 
Lord Annesley. It affords good shelter to the fishing boats, and to a few trading vessels. 

A small toll is levied on boats and vessels, for keeping the pier in repair, and paying the 
harbour master. — (R. Martin.) 

Four vessels (not bound for Newcastle) have been saved by the pier within the last three 
years, which would have been wrecked, if this harbour did not exist — (Mr. Adams.) 

An extension of the pier into deeper water, to enlarge the harbour, would be of great 
public utility, but for a bank fifty perches seaward, which would be dangerous at low 
water (R. Martin.) 

A safety harbour for shipping is required at Newcastle ; and there is a fine site for one 
at tlie point called Stag Rock Head, under Slievedonard, with abundance of materials 
close to the water side ( The Earl Annesley, Captain Daniels, and Mr. Adams.) 

A list has been made from the books of the local Revenue Officer, of vessels lost in Dun- 
drum Bay, from 1783 to the close of 1835. The total is fifty-eight, and the value of these 
vessels and their cargoes amounts, on estimate, to £209,050. — {Earl Annesley) 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 



Fislicries and 
Mode of Fishing. 



Trawling. 



Boats and Gear. 



Haddock,— from I st November to 1 st May ; Mackerel,— from the 1 st of May to the end of 
August; Plaice,— from tlie latter end of August to 1st of November; Herrings,— from August 
to November. Tlie long line fishery is alone practised about Newcastle. It gives most em- 
plo}'ment, and is most productive, and continues through the year — {Mr. Adams, C. G., 
Newcastle) 

Trawling is not practised at Newcastle or Dundrum. Some of the fishermen state that 
trawling is ruinous and destructive to the bay fishery, by killing fry and spawn. Trawl- 
ing outside bays and headlands is also considered destructive. James Rooney, now master 
of a schooner at Newcastle, stated that he purchased from the English trawlers forty dozen 
of various kinds of fish, including Brill, Sole, and Turbot, all of which may be denominated 
fry. 

If trawling was permitted in the bay, the Plaice fishery would be destroyed. "When the 
fishermen lay down their lines at night, and it blows hard from the S. W., the Skerries 
trawlers come into the bay, and not only injure the Fisheries, but give just cause of com- 
plaint, by tearing away the lines — {Ibid) 

Trawling is considered injurious, because it disturbs the spwn, and takes the fry. The 
fishermen complain of vessels coming into the bay — {Captain Daniels, Inspecting Comman- 
der, C. G., Newcastle.) 

Boats, generally speaking, are in the very worst condition ; and the gear, nets, &c. equally 



* See Sir John Franklin’s Evidence. 
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bad. At Ardglass, there has been an improvement in the build of vessels, but none in 
taking of ftsh. The vessels are in value from £150, down to the Norway yawls, which cost 
about £8. 

The nets are made by the fishermen’s families ; and the usual price paid for spinning twine 
is 6d. per tb., and for netting Id. per yard, of sixtymeshes deep {Captain Danieh.) 

The gear for fishing is very bad, the cause of which may be attributed to a want of pro- 
vident care on the part of the fisherman ; and secondly, by a want of encouragement or 
rewai-d, which might be advisable, to induce fishermen to pride themselves on the outfit of 
their boats and fishing gear. — {Mr. Adams, Newcastle.) 

Lug or sand-worm is used for taking flat fish of all kinds ; sand-eels, limpids, mussels. Bait 
and razorfish for other fish. There are natural mussel beds on the coast, and the supply 
is generally good — {Captain Daniels) ^ 

From the Calf, in Dundrum bay, to Carlingford Loch, fishermen bind themselves by a Regulations 
voluntary oath, not to shoot their nets till after sun-set, and not to lift them before sun-rise ; ^ 

also, not to injure the property of each other. These regulations are found to be beneficial! 
but arise from combination. 

Tliere is a strong prejudice against trawling ; the practice has led to many breaches of 
the peace. It should be prohibited in bays, and there should be local regulations, enforced 
by small cruizers {Captain Daniels.) 

The only power calculated to protect the fishery in this bay is an armed cruizer, autho- 
rised by law to preserve the peace and the fishery. Any power exercised by local magis- 
trates is of no use. — {Mr. Adams, Newcastle.) 

Newry, Armagh, and Belfast are the principal markets. Fish, taken by trawlers, is ear- M»rirofc 
ried to Dublin. cSi ^ ” 

The demand for flat fish never exceeds the supply. Whiting sometimes exceeds the de- 
mand. Fresh fish in general is not equal to the consumption. Scotch and foreign fish are 
used here, principally Herrings, Ling, and Cod. 

Herrings ai-e sometimes cured, but only when taken in very large quantities. 'Ihe quality 

of home-cured fish has much deteriorated, for want of proper encouragement. {Captain 

Daniels.) 

Material difierence between fishermen and tradesmen’s morals. Fishermen being in gene- Condition of 
ral addicted to drinking ardent spirits, which corrupts their morals, and keeps them and their Fishermen, 
families miserably poor. 

ITie fishermen on this coast are not variously employed ; a combination of pursuits is not 
ccmsidered beneficial ; when not employed in fishing, they are repairing their nets, lines, 
boats, &c. — {Capt. Daniels.) ’ ’ 

Any fishermen, who have a bit of land, are better off than those who have not. 

The aged fisherman has no resource — he is compelled to beg. Widows and children sup- 
port themselves also by begging {Mr. Adams, Newcastle.) 

The loan funds of the late Fishery Boai’d produced no good effect, which was caused by Loan Funds and 
bad regulations, and imprudence in the borrowers. A loan can be paid by fishermen in benefit Societies, 
two or three years. Since the late fishery loan, the fishermen have experienced much 
difficulty in obtaining materials, and they are generally charged high prices {Capt. Daniels.) 



Ardglass, l^ik December, 1835. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Jagoe and Stanley. 

Present. — Aubrey William Beauclebk, Esq. M.P., Proprietor of Ardglass. 

Witnesses— Joseph S.adni>eks, Esq. J.P., Ardglass; Mr. BmnocK, Coast Guard Officer; Mr. 

James Smith, Shipowner, (formerly engaged in the Fisheries) ; Mr. Richard Clarke 
Boatowner; and James Norris, Fisherman, Ardglass; Mr. George Hanna, William 
West, John Lennon, and Henry Smith, of Killough, Fishermen, Boatowers, and Pilots. 

About one hundred boats from Penzance are at Ardglass every season for the Channel Englishmen en- 
Herrmg fishery. They remain about thi-ee montlis ; arrive in June, and depart on the gaged in Summer 
close of August, for the Pilchard fishery — (Mr. Saunders.) Herring Fishery. 

"^e boats of the Englishmen are luggers, of from 15 to 25 tons. They belong to Boats 
traders, and cost from £100 to £200. ® 

Their nets consist of two slings or parts, each one hundred meshes deep, and they are Nets, 
hung to the rope four meshes on three. A ti-ain of them is about an English mile in length. 

The nets are barked once a month regularly, during the Herring fishery, and sometimes 
once a fortnight ; they may thus last twelve years, if kept in use. The fishermen buy the 
bark in Downpatrick, and boil it on the harbour beach at Ardglass (Mr. Smith) 

The buoys of the English nets are of cork. Inflated skins, which the Irish use,'^ and are 
frequently stabbed, are never used by the English (Mr. Saunders.) 

The Englishmen know more about fishing than the Irish or Manx fishermen, and are Mode of Fishing, 
better equipped (Mr. Smith.) 

Tliey take at least three fish for every one taken by the Irish. {James Norris.) 

The Irish do not adopt the English mode of fishing. 

Some of the Manx fishermen have adopted it within the last three years. It has been English System • 
adopted by Mi% Corris, of Peel, and he had at first, only one boat ; but, by his success adopted with suc- 
in the English mode of fishing, he has become owner of four or five boats (Mr. Smith.) cess in Isle of Man. 

The English fishermen are paid by shares of the fish taken — {James Norris.) Compensation 

C 2 
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They live comfortably while at' Ardglass. Tliey buy tea and other stores at the Isle of 
Man, where these commodities are much cheaper than in Ireland. But aU other articles of 
subsistence are bought by them in Ardglass. 

They occasion a daily market in the town ; and three additional butchers erect booths 
for the sale of meat — \Mr. Saunders.) 

They live better than the Irish ; and they never go into the public houses.* 

English boats have received £1 00 a month for Herrings ; but the men consider the season 
a good one, if they have more than £50 to carry home. One boat cleared £120 in the last 
season. 

There are five men and a boy in each English boat . — {James Norris.) 

The nets and other gear of the local fishermen are very bad. — {Mr. Saunders.) 

Tlie Irish Herring nets used here, consists of four slings, each 52 meshes deep. Tliey 
are now hung to the rope four meshes on tliree, like the English, but formerly were hung 
six upon four. — {Mr. Smith). 

The fishermen of Ardglass have not an outfit of nets for one boat ; and the straps of 
their nets are not sufficiently long — {Mr. SaUTiders.) 

The Irish nets are generally tai’red instead of being bai'ked; the tarring is renewed twice 
a year ; and the nets last only two years {Mr. Smith.) 

Tarring the nets bums the fine twine of which they ai’e made. — {Mr, Saundersi) 

The Ardglass fishermen fish only during three months of the year, with the exception of 
those belonging to three or four boats ( Mr. Smith.) 

Some of them act as pilots — {Mr. Saunders.) 

The Killough fishermen have twenty boats among them Norway yawls, each with five 

Only three have small farms, and very few liave even gardens. They act as pilots.^ — 
{George Hanna) 

The Killough boats are almost always out . — {Major Beauclerk, M. P.) 

Several of the Ardglass fishermen are holders of land, which makes them very inactive 
as fishers. 

Lord Lecale gave allotments of five acres to fishermen, at Ardglass and Killough ; and 
those who occupy them now, ai-e neither good fishermen, nor good farmers {Mr. Saunders.) 

The rents paid by the fishermen on the Ai-dglass estate are very low ; and still these per- 
sons are the poorest tenants on it {Major Beauclerk.) 

Farming and fishing cannot be carried on by one person — {James Norris.) 

Farmers cannot begood fishermen. The Manx men are cowardly at sea, “ being off the 
land .” — {George Hanna.) ‘ 

Fishermen, who have land, only go out on fine days[: “ They never give trouble but in fair 
weather .” — {Henry Smith) 

It would be beneficial to have an acre of land each, to be independent of con-acres. — 
{Wm. West.) 

The fishermen of Killough have been sworn at Annalong, not to injure nets, buoys, or 
straps, and to be friendly to all sworn fishermen, — to discover banks to them, and make sig- 
nals of the appearance of shoals. 

The Hemng fishery commences in June and ends about October. 

llie local fishermen make less during this fishery than formerly, owing to bad boats and 
geai-. 

The utmost earnings of a local fisheimaii at present, in taking Herrings, do not exceed 
£10 in the season ; but twenty years ago one man earned more than £30. Attliat time the 

Englishmen were not engaged in the fishery off the Down coast, or at the Isle of Man 

{Janies Norris.) 

There is coast fisliing from June to September ; and thence to the end of October the 
fishing is in the deep sea. — {Mr. Smith.) 

Tlie Herrings are of a large fine species {Mr. Saunders.) 

T liey do not spawn near the Down coast ; but great quantities of the fry are taken neai' 
it . — {James Norris.) 

Tile Englishmen commence the fishery too early, and disperse the shoals. — ( Geo. Hanna.) 

During the last fishery, about three hundred boats frequented Ardglass harbour, to sell 
or buy the Henings. One third of these were English, another third Manx ; and the re- 
mainder were Irish, from Ai-klow, Skerries, &c. ; the English were all fishing boats, (not 
buyers) from Penzance. 

In calm weather, the sales are made at sea {Mr. Saunders.) 

A boat fi-om Skerries expended last year, in buying to sell fresh, near £2000 {James 

Norris.) 

Scotch dealers come to Ardglass to buy and cure. They have not, however, cured any in 
barrels, in either the last or preceding year. 

The men in the buying boats combined last year, to pay only a price fixed by them- 
selves ; and if any other boats with buyers came, they were driven away. 

English fishermen, who sought protection against the rioters, were recommended by the 
magistrates to leave the harbour, there being no police or military force in the town to pro- 
tect them. 

There were between three and five thousand strangers in the town at the time, and the 
magistrates had no aid competent to enforce order among them. 

* But see Evidence taken at Balbriggan, page 3, — Isle of Man Fishery. 
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TTie strangers from Arklow, and the County Dublin, were the most lawless 
ITie general settling day was Saturday; and Sunday and Monday were spent in drink- 
ing and noting. 

f f *<= «sl>ery, to enforce order, by a Ship of W„ 

enabling the magistrates to take rioters into custody (Mr. Saunders) ^ Aampot v\ar 

« '**’°“* Aidglass, with a supply of Haddock and other 

li 15 "■= large and, fine, weighing from 8 to 121bs. each„(JWr. Saumlers.) ■ 

Haddocks are scarce, close to the shore; there is a decrease of three-fourths in the num- Haddock. 
(Gemyrkalaf ™ gronnd,* in Match, and then go to the deep water.— 

Ihe Cod fishery is comparatiTely neglected. About seventeen years ago, there were Cod. 

Tie Cod were as plentiful last season as ever they were. One Skerries boat took so 

much, that each man s shai-e produced £10 (James Norris.) 

Wilting, Blocken, Hake, and grey Gurnet, are very abundant. 

Mul et come to the shore in large shoals._(Mr. Saunders.) Mullet 

MSKvlrfarel QnrI Rl/^r.^I•ra« „1 I- J a.l -.1 ' 



a the shore, sometimes with Mackerel. 



Mackerel and Blocken run close in, and are taken with nets c 

hemng-nets, but most generally with lines (James Norris.) 

One boat will take from twelve to twenty dozen of Mackerel in a day, with lines (Geo 

Hanna..) •' ^ ' 

The Mackerel arc seen by day bounding in the sea. They appear first in Dnndrum Bay, 

Bt°cSoei) ** principally, in England (Mr. 

Hake are taken only at night during die Herring fishery, and with hand lines. The Hake 
bo^s do not go out purposely to Ush for Ha.ke.-~(James Norris.) 

((^H^nna^^'^ daylight on this coast. It has been tried frequently.— 

Conger-eels are taken and cured by the local fishermen, and more is earned by them Conger, 
than by Cod and Ling. ^ 

Lon^ line fishing for Cod and Ling follows the Herring fishery — (James Norris.) Line Fishing. 

T be used in the m-shore fishing on the coast of Down, north of St 

Johns Bomt. The ground being rough, long line hooks would be covered among the 
rocks and weeds. ® 

^e Dublin fishermen lose their long lines on this ground (G. Hanna.) 

ihe best bait for Haddock is the mussel, and conger-eel is best for Cod. Bait, 

^nd-eels are used for bait, and are taken on the strand at Rossglass, by digging. 

by boats from Ardglass; but there are several mai-ke?s to sup- Neglect of the 



Fisheries. 

plentiful, Turbot, &c. 
seen when the tide lowers. 



ply ; and b^ts might go out or return with every wind (James Norris.) 

r urbot. Plaice, and other flat fish are in great abundance. The Turbot 
and so e^ily taken, that even in Ai-dglass harbour, they 

with their heads burrowed in the sand (Mr. Saunders.) 

There is a bank on the coast, on which the finest flat fish may be taken, and only one 
vessel trawls it. j ^ ^ 

Lobsters very plenty at Rossglass, and other places near St. John’s Point, They are Lobsters, 
taken with rod traps, baited with fish entrails. 

In Lobster fishing, £7 or £8 may be earned, from December to March, by each man 
borne of the local fishermen buy the Lobstei-s which others take, and carry them to mar- 
ket . — (James Norris.) 

, 6*1 tbousand men might live by fishing on the coast of Down . — (Major Beau- Extension of 

clerk M.P:) _ ^ Employment. 

There IS not a trawl boat on this pai-t of the coast; but boats from the Dublin coast trawl Trawlinj?. 
off Ardglass — (Mr. Saunders.) *= 

'piere never was better trawling on the Ardglass bank than in this year (Mr. Biddoch.) 

A trawl boat, from Skerries or Balbriggan, took 142 dozen of fish on the 18th instant, 

including Haddock and YTiiting (Mr. Saunders.) 

The English-sj'stem-trawlers from Dublin, are destructive to the Fisheries, bv taking the 
young fish — (Geo. Hanna.) ^ ® 

Trawling ought to be prohibited within headlands during particular seasons of the year, 

when it must be destructive of young fish, and tend to disperse shoals (Mr. Saunders.) 

The bounties were ruinous to the Fisheries. They enforced the use of boats which were Bounties, 
too large for general fishing purposes, and caused persons to embark in fishing, who knew 
nothing about it. Tliere were seven or eight men required on each of the large boats ; and 
alter the bounties were withdrawn, the boats were transferred to other uses, and only three 
or four men were then required in each. Therefore, a large number of men must have 
been put out of employment. 

The persons, who fitted out the boats, provided the nets ; and when the fishermen were 
dischai-ged from the boats, they had no gear of their own. — (Mr. Saunders.) 

ITie bounties caused too many to become fishermen. Persons were taken from various 

country employments, to make up crews for the bounty boats (Geo. Hanna.) 

John Lennon stated, that he was employed four seasons in bounty boats. In three of 
the seasons he was paid 50s. a month, and in the last 40.?. 

Since that time, he has been in the Herring fishery on the share system, and earned 
much less than when in the bounty boats. 

Trawling, therefore, cannot have injured the Haddock fishery, by disturbing the spawn. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 






Means of im- 
proving the Fish- 
eries. 



The Harbour 
and Piers. 



But he ha.s not taken so much fish, as the outfit was not so good as that made for the 
bounties — {John Lemwn.) 

George Hanna stated that he has made £150 in one year, without a bounty; and it 
would be a bad year in which he would make less than £110. 

The loaas, made by the late Fishery Board, were very injurious. Through local influence, 
they were obtained by farmers, for general purposes ; and forestallers got tliem for buying 
up meal and other provisions, to sell again. 

Fishermen, who were well off, never took them, and poor struggling fishermen could not 
get them. — {Mr. Clarke.') 

The notes, passed as securities, were required to fall due just at the time when the fisher- 
men should be preparing for another fishery, and when the capital was required. They 
ought to have fallen due in September ; but the whole system was bad. 

In 1831, forty of the borrowers in Down, out of some hundreds who were pursuing va- 
rious avocations, were sued, and twenty of these defeated the Crown on legal points — 
change of residence, want of identification, or informality in the terms of the securities; and 
the sureties, in most of the cases, had gone to America. 

Instruction is necessary to make the fishermen adopt good modes of fishing, by showing 
their advantages.* 

A premium for production would also be useful. 

And if the fishermen were to get assistance in capital, it ought to be in boats. 

Nothing is more essential than the preservation of order among them while fishing. 

If boats were given, they should not exceed twenty or twenty-five tons, which would be 
suited for every kind of fishing, and for going out with pilots. — {Mr. Saunders.) 

If aid in capital be given, it should be in good boats ; and the boats should not be delivered 
as the borrower’s actual property, until after payment of all instalments of the loan. The 
loan could not be paid off in less than four years . — {Major Beauclerk.) 

Boats from twenty-five to thirty tons would serve for trawling, and all other modes of fish- 
ing. One of twenty tons would cost £80 . — {James Norris.) 

Loans in money for promoting the Fisheries would now be bad. Good boats to the pre- 
sent fishermen would be best. 

Boats of eleven tons would be large enough. They would cost about £30, with tackle, 
and the nets would cost £30. 

Tlie whole debt could be paid off by the crew of the boat in five years ; which would 
take £2 a year from each of the six men, or £12 from all . — {George Hanna^ 

A pier was erected in Ardglass harbour seventeen yeai's ago, at the joint expense of the 
Fishery Board and the late Mr. Ogilvie. 

It has been of great use to tlie local trade, and also to the Fisheries. 

But there are not any local sources for keeping it in repair, the hai-bour dues having been 
given up to Government, as part security for a loan given for finishing a new pier and break- 
water, seaward of the fishery piei-, which have cost the proprietor upwards of £20,000. 

There is a light for the harbour, and the fishermen can enter and depart at low water, 
and with every wind, as tlie harbour stands so much to sea. — {Mr. Saunders.) 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

From Dundrum Bay to Strangford Loch. 



Fisheries and 
Modes of Fish- 



Trawling, and 
other modes com- 
plained of. 



Herring fishing continues from June until September, during which time there is a good 
supply of Hake, Ling, Cod, Skate, Glassen, and Conger-eel. From September until the 
end of December, Haddock, Whiting, and Cod are taken. Herring fishing gives most em- 
ployment {J. Saunders, J. P., Ardglass^ 

Witli trawls. Turbot, Britt, and Soles are taken all the year ; Herrings are caught with 
drift nets. The fishery is productive, and gives considerable employment. Wliiting and 
Haddock are caught chiefly with hand lines — {Mr. Biddoch, C. G. Officer, Ardglass.) 

If Lobster fishing were attended to, it would be very profitable. The fishermen (in Gun’s 
Island district,) did not try until last year. They were not attentive, or they would have 
had a good number. Some boats from Dundrum Bay regularly fish here for Lobsters. — 
(ffir. Tippet, C. G. O., Gun’s Island.) 

Trawling has increased, but it is considered destructive to the spawn of fish {J. 

Saunders, J. P., Ardglass^ 

Trawling has considerably increased, and has almost annihilated the usual fishery on this 
coast. Tills is a mode of fishing which, if not better regulated, will completely destroy 
the fishermen on this coast, as there ai’e generally above twelve or thii-teen sail of boats, belong- 
ing chiefly to Skerries, which trawl all the year, and consequently destroy and disturb 
the spawn. This is a source of great heartburning to the coast fishermen, and demands 
attention. 

Complaints are made, that trawling has diminished the quantity of fish, and that the nets 
used by the English boats are too small in the mesh; in the latter there may be some de- 
gi'ee of jealousy. — {Mr. Straens, C. G. O,, St, Joints Point^ 



* But see page 19, where it is stated that none of the Irish imitate the English, with whom they fish 
for Herrings. And Mr. Saunders stated, that he, as agent to the late proprietor of Ardglass, (Mr. 
Ogilvie,) offered the fishermen long lines and cork buoys for nothing, and that only one man would 
consent to try them. 
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The mode most complained of, on this line of coast, is taking fry of all kinds with nets 
of a small mesh, which is practised in Strangford Loch, and is most destructive to the 
Fisheries, especially to Herrings and Glassen — {Mr. J. Tippet, Gun’s Island.) 

The boats and vessels are generally exceedingly bad; many of them not sea-worthy. Boats and Gear, 
Smacks from twenty to thirty tons are used, which cost from £50 to £60 ; and yawls, 
which cost from £8 to £10. — (/. Saunders, J. P., Ardglass.) 

All the smacks too are in very bad condition, and scarcely sea-worthy; and, the row- 
boats are also in a bad state. 

As for hen-ing-nets, a sufficient number could not be mustered to supply one boat, as 
they are chiefly worn out. There were no trawl-nets the last two yearsf Tlie lono- lines 
are not worth mentioning. The only gear they have are hand lines. ° 

In the build of the boats there is some improvement, but none in the fishing gear. 

Clinker-built boats are principally used, made of fii- timber, smack-rigged, burthen from 
five to twenty-five tons, cost from £40 to £IOO, according to tonnage. The row-boats are 
also built with fir timber, and are about twenty feet keel, and six feet beam, rowing four oars, 
cost from £5 to £7. A larger class of boats would be desirable, say from twenty-five to 
tliirty tons, which would cost from £100 to £130. 

Heiring-nets are twenty-four fathoms long, six to seven fathoms deep ; mesh one inch, 
from knot to knot; cost about £2 10s. The length of trawl-nets, seventeen fathoms; 
breadth six fathoms; mesh three inches; cost £5. Long lines, length five hundred fathoms, 
mounted with 250 hooks, cost about £l 10s. 

Nets are made by the fishermen’s families. No school of industry. The cost of spinninc^ 
net twine is Ad. per dozen, and of making netting. Id. per yard, of fifty meshes in breadth! 

Nets were preserved by tarring ; last year barking was adopted {Mr. Biddock, Ardglass.) 

Each net costs about £2 1 Os. ; sufficient for a boat would cost £34 {J. Saunders, J. P., 

ArMass.) 

The boats are all of the very worst description, and totally inadequate to their purpose ; 
almost ail belong to the fishermen. No improvement has taken place in boats or gear ; 
on the contrary, there is a larnentable falling off, which may be accounted for in a variety 
of ways, but is principally attributable to a want of capital, a consequent want of energy, 
no encouragement in the form of bounty, and the paucity of fish as compared with former 
years. — {John Straens, St. John’s Point.) 

The boate and fishing gear (in Gun’s Island district) are in bad condition. The fisher- 
men are so indolent that they will not fish, when many times they might get good catches ; 
hence their boats and gear are neglected.— (Mr. G. Tippet, Gun’s Island.) 

The bait used for Haddock are mussels ; they are got in Dundrum Bay. Lugs and 
sand-eels are used for other kinds of fish. Whiting and Mackerel are caught by a bait of Bait. 

themselves. There are no mussel beds : one should be established (/. Saunders, J. P., 

Ardglass.) 

Crab and mussel will take almost all kinds of fish. The skin of the Mackerel and grey 
Gurnet are good baits ; sand-eels and smelts are frequently used ; mussel is used almost ex- 
clusively for Whiting ; there are a great number of natural mussel beds on different parts of 
the coast. — {J. Straens, St. J'ohn’s Pointy 

The bait used in Gun’s Island District, is the worm commonly known by the name of 

lug : it is in great abundance. There is no place I ever visited better supplied with bait 

{Mr. Tippet, Gun’s Island.) 

There are not any particular seasons attended to, which is liighly injurious to the Fisheries. Re<rulations 
Fishing should be prevented on the banks and within headlands, during the spawning sea- ° 
son, which w’ould be attended by the most beneficial effects to tlie fishermen, as well°as to 
the public. 

Contentions frequently arise, and must continue until the civil magistrate has power to 
restrain them. Tlie riotous conduct of the fishermen is highly detrimental to the Fisheries. 

A person appointed at eachstation, aided by a small cruizer, would in my opinion preserve 
order. 

At present thecivil magistrate has neitlier power, nor means, sufficient to restrain conten- 
tions at the rendezvous, or where the fishing fleet assemble {J. Saunders, J. P., Ardglass.) 

It is not necessary to restrain any mode of fishing, at any time of tlie year. A law is re- 
(^uiredfor better regulation of the Fishery; with a speedy remedy to bring offenders to jus- 
tice for cutting buoys and nets at sea, and for putting down combinations, which are frequent 
among the purchasing boats, to the great injury of the fishermen. This often causes serious 
disputes. A small cruizer should be stationed among the boats in the siunmer season to 
enforce regulations, and to prevent the depredations on nets, and otherwise, which frequently 
occur at sea — {Mr. Biddock, Ardglass.) 

Heirings are sold fresh to the purchasing boats, and taken to Dublin and Liverpool. Markets and 
Turbot, Britt and Lobsters, are also t^en to Dublin, if the weather permits, by the Curing, 
trawl boats ; otlierwise they are sold to cadgers, who take them to Belfast. Haddock and 
Whiting are chiefly sold in tlie town. Cod, Ling, Conger-eel and Hake are salted on board 
boats, and on shore, and sold chiefly in Dublin. The curing trade generally employs forty 
vessels, from June until October, together witli a number of cadgers. 

'file quantity of fish has never exceeded the demand. Herrings sell so high in the sum- 
mer that the inhabitants are obliged to import Scotch Herrings for winter consumption, 
and the supply is not equal in other respects. Herrings sell from 10s. to £l 10s. per maize ; 

Turbot and liritt, 3s. apiece; Soles, Is. 6d. per pair; Plaice, 3s. per dozen ; , Hake, 8s. to 
I Os. per dozen ; Glassen, 10s. per do. ; Whiting, from Ad. to Qd. per dozen. — {Mr. Biddock, 

Ardglass.) 
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24 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

The quantity of the fish has decreased, owing to the defective state of the fishermen’s 
vessels and gear, but the quality has not deteriorated. — (/. Saimders, J. P., Ardplass.) 

Ardglass is the market for Herrings taken by the fishermen in this district, (Gun’s Island;) 
the other kinds of fish are sold in the neighbourhood ; and there is generally not enough of 
the latter taken to supply those willing to buy, owing entirely to the indolence of the line 
fishermen. The value of the Hen-ings taken is about £115 ; and of other fish, at Sheep- 
land, £5 ; Gun’s Island, £5 ; Kilclief, £20. 

Herrings are not cured here ; there are not enough taken to supply the fresh market. — 
{Mr. Tippet, Gwds Island.) 

■ The fishermen’s habits and morals are good, but their circumstances very bad ; and, I 
am sorry to say, a few of them are given to ardent spirits, but not to a greater extent than 
tradesmen or labourers. They are chiefly employed in fishing, when their circumstances 
allow them to follow it, and are occasionally employed at other avocations. I have always 
found the fishermen and their families willing to work, when they could find employment. 
'The entire of the fishermen’s time might be employed in fishing, had they boats an3 gear. 
Disabled fishermen are supported by their children and fiuends, and some from the Church 
poor-box and by respectable inhabitants. Several widows and orphans are supported as the 
disabled fishermen are. 

If the fishermen had proper boats and gear, I am certain they could support their families. 
In this I am borne out by the large sums annually earned on this coast by the English and 
other strange boats. — {Wm. Biddoch, Ardglass.) 

Some fishermen have a little land ; but I am of opinion that those who have not got any, 
and would constantly fish, would do better ; but at present they are so poor, that ^ey are 
not able to fit out boats. 

Fishermen are bad cultivators of land, and it merely keeps them from starving ; their at- 
tention being divided between the two occupations. They are rather better off, when they 
have a sufficient quantity of land. — (J. Saucers, J. P., Ardglass^ 

The fishermen are generally industrious ; but, from want of capital to fit out their boats, 
their energy and spirit of enterprize is cramped. Their moral demeanour is not inferior to 
that of other classes of labourers. In considering the exposure to weather which they are 
subject to, their use of ardent spirits is not unecessarily great. 

If the fisherman has a family to attend to his farm, his condition is improved by having 
one; if not, it is injurious. 

When the fisherman has a share in the product, his earnings may be about 3s. Qd. or 4s. 
weekly, on an average, through the yeai’. 

Formerly, many fishermen advanced, from being owners of boats, to be owners of ves- 
sels, but not of late years. A fisherman who is industrious, with a well-appointed boat, can 
keep his family in comfort, and 'comparative respectability.- — {J, Straens, St. John’s Point.) 

The fishennen (in Gun’s Island district) are generally indolent ; their morals are corrupt, 
and they are not social. Working tradesmen, and some agricultural labourers, are in bet- 
ter condition. 'Tliey use ardent spirits. 

ITiey have generally a small portion of land. The combination of pursuits has an inju- 
rious effect, inasmuch as they do not depend on either ; whereas, if they depended alone 
on fishing, and were persevering, they might obtain a decent subsistence. 

Only a few of them attend to hand line fishing. The whole of them might employ their 
time profitably, if they would devote it entirely to fishing. 'There is not one row-boat con- 
stantly employed. Tliere is not a thrifty fisherman on the coast. 

Potato ground is let at £8 an acre. The farmers nian\u-e the ground, plant the seed with 
ploughs, and plough out the crops. The parties who take the ground provide the seed. — 
{Mr. J. Tippet, Guris Island.) 

The loan fund of the late Fishery Board was of the greatest benefit, although the mode 
of its distribution might be made more productive of individual and public good than it 
proved : for instance, many of the borrowers here, fully impressed witli a belief that the 
Government would never call upon them to repay the sum granted, therefore made no 
provision to do so ; while others obtained a share of the loan fi-om those w^ho had more in- 
fluence or interest to obtain it than they possessed, for which they also paid a bonus. Since 
the loan fund ceased, the fishermen have experienced great difiieulty in obtaining materials, 
and pay exorbitant interest for credit or loans, which keeps them in a constant state of de- 
pendence and poverty. — (/. Straens, St. John’s Pointi) 

The loan fund improved the condition of the fishennen, but not to such an extent as 
it might have done, if the regulations had been better, and the loans confined to the persons 
that did actually go to sea and catch fish. In four years loans could be repaid. 

Since the late fishery loan ceased, the fishermen have found much difficulty in procuring 
materials ; many ai’e enabled only to get hand lines ( Wm. Biddoch, Ardglass.) 

I would recommend the loans to be repaid in the space of three yeai-s, one-third to 
be paid on the 1st day of December in each year. I do not think materials should be 
given. Hie merchants who provided them, gave in many instances inferior articles, and 
charged a high price, which the fishermen in many cases disposed of very much under value. 
Should the bounty be again revived, I would recommend that it should be confined to vessels 
of 25 or 30 tons ; by this means, the fishers would be encouraged at a trifling expense to 
the Nation comparea with the late extravagant bounty. 

The late Fishing Act was intended to relieve the poor fishermen ; notwithstanding, boat? 
under 1 5 tons, which comprised a large portion of the poor fishermen, were excluded from 
receiving any benefit. 'Die bounty being very great, induced a class of nominal fishermen, 
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co»si^tlog of gentlemen merchants and faimers, to become fishermen so Ions as the 
bounty continued. The betterto enable them to come in fora good shai-e, they Chartered 
vessels from 15 to 1^0 tons ^then— a class of vessels, some of which had neve^- been en 
gaged m the co^t fishing. These nominal fishermen fitted them out with nets, bairels &c 
and he poor fisliermen whom the bounty was intended to reheve, were merely SSd at 
smaU weekly, or inonthly wages. TOien the bounty ceased the Nominal fislieLen°SSed 
istaessed situation than they were, having negS 

Tlie loan, in my opinion, was equally abused ; it being understood by many tliat they 
would not be called on to repay it, they of course did nofmabe any provision nie noto 
m genera became due m spring, when the fishermen were making ie neces ary nrenSr 
non for the ensuing season, and were unable to fulfil their engagements. I S La^?th« 
loans were given to the nominal fishermen, who should not Lfe received them lnd who 

takcn._('J. 

EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

From Strangford Loch to Belfast. 

The Herring fishing, which commences in June and ends in November, gives emnlov- Fisheries and 
at 0^sZl]^ort) and Strangford._(£ii A. »r, M“derof Rshing. 

There is a large quantity of flat fish, (Plaice, Turbot, &c.,) taken with long lines on this 

d-g-nem.- 

The principal fishing earned on here, (Banyhalbcrt district,) is Herring fishing. There 
are some long lines; but m myopimon, the fishermen do not persevere witLhemsrfficientlv 

TS: a: 

Cod, Ling, and Plmce, are taken with long and hand lines ; Turbot, from July to Novem- 
ber with long hues; Whiting and Haddock, from July to November; Lythe mid Blocken 
with sheaf and hand lines; Sea Trout, from March to August, with nets; Herrinvs, froin 
about June.— (iieaf. S. H. Dmis, C. G. O., Dmaghades.) 

>■"«- 

H»'d°dilf“1f a'*’ r d-och : Cod, fi-om November to April ; 

to November.- 

tisJdt''’ll T;-'*, dat'd daas draught nets, trawls, and dredges, are the modes prac- 

tised m Belfast Loch. Herring fishing commences about May and ends in November- 
dredging, m September and ends m April; trawling, in April and ends in November; Cod 
fishing, from November to May._(Mr. W. S. Crawford, M.P., Crawfordshurra) 

Lobsters and Crabs of good quality arc taken, (on the coast within Clogliy district I but 
m small quantities, m consequence of inadequate means for taking them. The common lob 
ster-pots ai-e used for the purpose, from April to August. Five local boats, and four belong, 
mg to sti-angers, are employed. 

By what I have been able to learn from competent persons, I should think there is asnffi- 

ciem supply of Lobsters on this coast, for a profitable fishing trade (Mr. John MitchaU ) 

Tliere are natural Oyster banks in the Belfast and Strangford Lochs.— T Cant Smith 
Inspecting Commander of the Coast Guard.) ' ■> 

Oysters are taken in Belfast Loch, from the Copeland lighthouse up to Hollywood The 
banks are entirely natural. They are taken by dredging, from September to April ; but tills 
penod IS not strictly adhered to. The beds arc too much dredged, and the supply is dimil 

nis^d. ihe Oysters are of good quality, and large size (Mr. IV. S. Cratoford) 

There h^ been no tmwling on this part of the coast ; but I think it could be followed with Trawli.w 

advantage both to the Fisheries and fishermen (Mr. J. Mitchell, Cloghy ) 

Tliere IS pot any trawling immediately off Donaghadee ; but it has mucli increased in the 
vicinity durmg the last five yeai-s; and is generally believed to have produced a bad effect 

by die destruction of the fish spawn, and tlie disturbance of the feeding beds ( Lieut Davis ') 

drawling has much diminished witliin the last five years, arising from the scai-citv of fish 

which the fishermen attribute to too much trawling (Mr. W. S Crawford ) ’ 

Smnll meshed draught-nets, commonly used for taking fry in Loch Strangford, are con- Other Mode, roe, 
(SiS^ “'ttf®®® ■'“'S® quantities of yonng fish are taken.— plained of. 

seA‘ J!""*"};’ generally are out of repair, badly fonnd, and nnadapted for deep Boats and Gear 

T *t)^"tg- gear IS incomplete. The greater proportion of the boats belong to persons 
noA ^ fishermen. There ai-e smacks and whenies, which cost from £60 to 

±80. Larger boats, winch would cost about £100, would be more suitable. Nets aremade 
and repaired by the fishermen and theii- families. There ai-e no societies or schools of in- 
dustiy here, which employ children in making nets. Tlie nets are tan-ed, and last three 
yeai-s. — (Lieut. A. Miller.) 

In Cloghy district, (from Johnsport to Newcastle,) the boats are in a very poor condition 
but especially the smaller half-decked boats, which are so bad, tliat unless tlie fishermen get 
^sistance they cannot go to sea with any prospect of success ; principally occasioned bv tlie 
lauure oi Herring fishing during the last few years. D ' 
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Boats and Gear. Two of the half-decked boats belong to persons who are not fishermen ; all the others be- 
long to such persons and fishermen in partnership. 

biiprovements have been made in some of the half-decked boats, by lengthening them, 
and altering the rigging ; nets have been improved by being corked and deepened ; and long 
line fishing is extended. 

A half-decked vessel for the HeiTing fishery, as built in the Isle of Man, and outfit, would 
cost £100; but vessels of from twenty to twenty-five tons would be preferable, the best 
fishing being twenty miles from land. 

Hie only nets used are for Herrings, and drag-nets for Salmon. They are made and re- 
paired by the fishermen and their families. There are not any societies or schools of indus- 
try for promoting net-making. Nets are preserved by bai-king, and also by tailing ; but the 
latter jjrocess does not answer as well as the former (Mr. John Mitchell, Cloghy?) 

In Ballyhalbert district small smack-rigged boats are used, of from eight to fifteen tons, 
which cost from £30 to £60. They answer tolerably well, but the fishermen have not means 
for proj)erly equipping them. 

Tlie Herring nets are made and repaired by the fishermen and their families. Tliere are 
no societies or schools in which fishing gear is made: the nets are preserved with tar or bark. 
—(Mr. Webb.) 

Ill Milisle district, the boats generally used are Norway yawls, bought for about £3, and 
raised on, which costs about £3 more, including sails, oars, &c. If a pier were built, a 
larger description of boat would be adopted; the tonnage and dimensions of which would 
greatly depend on the nature of the pier. 

The fishing gear is all made by the fishermen and their families ; there is not any. made in 
societies or schools. — {Mr. R. Heard, C.G.O., Milisle.) 

In Donaghadee district, the large boats used cost from £40 to £60, and the yawls about 
£8. A lai’ger kind of boat is desirable. 

The nets used are draught-nets — fifty fathoms long and three fatlioms deep, for Sea Trout; 
and Herring nets, twenty-one fathonrs long by four in depth. These are made and repaired 
by the fishermen’s families {Lieut. Daw's.) 

The boats (in Groomsport district,) with a forecastle (foresheet) deck, cost from £30 to 
£40; and the small boats from £8 to £20. Boats of twenty or thirty tons would be more 
desirable ; they would cost about £160. 

Herring nets only used, and they are made and repaired in the fishermen’s families — 
{Lieut. Hill.) 

In Bangor district, the boats used cost from £50 to £70 : no change desirable. 

Trawl-nets are used, in length, sixty feet, on a beam of thirty feet, withmeshes of from 2^ 
to 6 inches. The trawl-net costs about £7, is made by fishermen and their families, and 
' is pi’eserved by tarring. — (Mj% Hannay.) 

In Hollywood district, the boats vary, from Norway yawls to sail boats of six tons. ‘ Good 
yawls would be desirable, which (with lines,) would cost £10 {Lieut. Sarratt, C. G. O.) 

The boats, (in the vicinity of Crawfordsburn, Belfast Loch,) vary from two to twenty-five 
tons, cost from £10 to £80, and appear to be well adapted for the modes of fishing practised. 

Little or no credit can be obtained for materials by the fishermen. 

llie nets used, (both Herring and trawl-nets,) are made by the fishermen and their fami- 
lies. There are no local societies or schools in which nets are made; — {Mr. W. S. Crawford.) 

Smelts and fry are taken in Strangford Loch for bait. There is no fishing in the loch 

{Lieut. Miller.) 

Bait. Sand-eels, lug, and whelks', used in Cloghy as bait for all kinds of white fish, are very plen- 

tiful. Tliere are mussels in the bay, but are not used for bait. — ( Mr. Mitchell.) 

The fishermen in Ballyhalbert district do not fish much with lines; but whenever they do 
use lines, the baits are herrings, (if in season,) lug, or other worms. There ai'e mussels on 
the coast ; but the fishermen seldom get any for bait. They complain that there is not a suf- 
ficiency of fish to pay them ; but in my opinion they want attention and perseverance. — {Mr. 
Webb.) 

The baits used on the coast, (in Milisle district,) are herrings, sand-eels, with white and 
browning, all of which are scarce. The fishermen go to no expense of labour or price 
for bait : they are too lazy to go any distance for it, and there is a very extensive bank of 
oystei's and mussels near' the shore, which has never been broken up — {Mr. Heard.) 

In Donaghadee district, the baits used are, for Cod, the buckey whelk : for Turbot, the 
herring and block en; for Lythe and Blocken, the lug worms and mussels. Bait is not abun- 
dant ; and is procured with much labour, but there ai'e natural mussel banks within three 
miles {Lieut. Davis.) 

The buckey, or whelk, and mussels, are generally used for bait in Groomsport district, and 
are abundant. — ( Lieut. Hill) 

In Bangor district, line fishing is not practised ( Mr. Hannay.) 

Lug and buckies are very abundant here. Tliere are mussels all along the coast 

( Lieut. Sairatt.) 

Mussels, buckies, white and black sea-worms, and herring fry, are chiefly used here. They 
are abundant — {Mr. W. S. Crawford.) 

Regulations. Complaints are made of the small meshes used here by strangers and others. It is said 

that much injmy is done by them. — {Lieut. Miller, Strangford and Portaferry.) 

It would be desirable to have a person placed over the fishermen on different parts of the 
coast, to restrain fishermen from shooting nets too soon — to make signals for that purpose, 
and to abolish Sunday fishing {Mr. Mitchell, Cloghy.) 
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Restrictions as to nets, seasons, or modes of fishing, ai-e not required liere, (Ballyhalbert 

district.) Nothing is required except public assistance for the fishermen (Mr Webb ) 

In Mihsle district, the meshes of nets are obliged to be of a certain size ; but I cannot 
say what effect this has had on the Fisheries. In my opinion, and that of the most intellieent 

persons here, no restraint IS required as to modes or seasons of fishing (Mr Heard ) 

There is a prejudice among line fishermen against trawling in Belfast Loch. 

^strmnts of any kind, as to modes and seasons of fishing, would be injurious to the public. 
Proprietors of land, m some cases here, claim exclusive rights, as to the use of dimight- 
nets, and as to Lobster fishing. — {Capt. Smith, Inspecting Commander of Coast Guard Do- 
naghadee^ *' ’ 

The fishing on this part of the coast is so little attended to, and so trifling, that regulations 

are unnecessary (M?-. Hannay, Bangor.) ° ° 

Dredging for Ojsters beyond the proper season is injurious to the reproduction of fish bv 
destroying spawn. — (Lieut. Sca-ratt, Hollywood.) 

There are no regulations enforced in any way, but certain seasons have been in general 
observed for each kind of fishing. It is generally thought that some new regulations are 
required to prevent fishing previously to the period of tlie fish coming fully into season, as 
the qu^ty and size of the fish are thereby deteriorated, and the value to the fishermen 
much diminished — {Mr. W. S. Crawford.) 

The supply of fish is unequal to the demand. Scottish-cured fish is consumed here Her- Markets 
rings are sold fresh, at frora fitf. to Is. per dozen.— (Xzewt. MilUr, Strangford and Portafern,.) Curing. 

In Cloghy disti-ict, the fish ai-e sold by the fishermen to dealers, for the local markets and 
the interior. The sale gives a good deal of employment, especially in the Herring season 
Uie principal supply of cured Hemngs is from Scotland; and about 150 or 200 bai-rels 
of those Herrings ai-e consumed annually on my line of coast. 

Fresh Hen-ings are sold at from 8s. to £l 5s. per maize, (500) ; common white fish 
about \d. per lb. ; Turbot, Qd. per ib. ; Salmon, Zd. or Ad. per lb. ’ 

The only fish cured on this coast are Heirings, which are cured by families for their own 
use. There have not been curing establishments here since the period in which bounties 
were given. Facilities for curing are much wanting. Salt is sold at Is. 6d. per ewt and is 
generally scarce m tlie season of the Herring fishery: there are not any local salt manu- 
factories. — {Mr. Mitchell, Cloghy^ 

The fish taken here is not equal to the demand ; and there is a great quantity of Scottish- 
cured fish consumed. Hemngs are sold fresh, at from 155. to 255. the maize, being five 



hundred. None are cured here but by fishermen for their own use. Salt is’u. 4X per 

cwt., and abundant ; but there are not any local manufactories {Mr. Webb, Balh/halbert ) 

In the MihsIe district, the fishermen seldom take more fish than they consume. Scottish- 
cured fish is consumed. Herrings are cured ; but the quantity has gi-eatly decreased since 
the bounties were abolished. The Herrings cured ai-e consumed by the fishermen, or sold 
fresh. Salt is Is. Qd. per cwt. 

Men in the village of Milislc, who had large sail boats, sold them, when the bomitics were 
withdrawn. — (Mr. Heai'd.) 

The supply of fish (in Donaghadee district) is not equal to the demand. Cod and Ling 
sell at from 6d. to 20d. each ; Turbot, at from 35. 6d. to 85.; Plaice, 2d. to 6d- Lythe and 
Blocken, 3d. to I5. each; Sea Trout and Haddock, id. per lb.; Whiting, I5 per dozen- 
and Herrings, from 5d. to 6d. per dozen. None of the fish ai-e cured.— (Ziewl Davis.) 

Although the supply of fresh fish is generally equal to the demand, yet a good deal of 
imported Cod and Lmg are used. Cod are sold at from 6d. to I5. 6d. each • Ling lOrf to 
I5.6X; Turbot, 55. to 155.; Plaice, Id. to 6d. ; Soles, I5. to 25. 6d. per pair ; Haddoek 
frora 2d. to 5d. per lb. ; HeiTings,-from 3d. to I5. per dozen ; Mackerel, 2id. to 5d. each — 

The Hen-ings are not cured here. — {Mr. W. S. Crawford.) 

The condition of tlie fishermen who occupy land, contrasted witli those who go to sea in rnnfi;tinn .h 

coast-trading vessels, during the winter, is inferior in this district. Fislierm n * 

The habitations of both classes are filthy and comfortless. A preference miglit be c^iven 
to those of voyaging fishermen. ° ® 

Ploughed, unmanm-ed land, for potatoes, is let by farmers at £6 an acre. Farmers oav 
from £2 to £4 an acre. ^ ^ 

Disabled fishermen are supported here by their own resources, and by chai-ity. 

None of the families of fishermen have been, of late, left entfrely destitute ; but frequenily 
their families are in a most wretched condition. ^ ^ 

A thrifty fisherman, with a small family, can eai-n a support. Where there is a large fa- 
mily, he enjoys very few of the comforts of life. ° 

Their use of ai-dent spirits is similar to that of other classes {Lieut. Miller, Strana- 

ford and Portaferry.) 

In Cloghy district, the general habits of the fishermen are on a par with working trades- 
men, &c. The use of ai-dent spirits does not prevail to an injurious extent, except in a few 
cases, after a large take of fish. 

They are occasionally employed in other pursuits; and this certainly is injurious both to 
the Fisheries and fishermen. The reason of this I consider to be, the want of proper fish- 
ing gear, to fish at all seasons. ^ 

Tlie fishermen who have a small portion of land, ai-e in a better condition than those who 
have none ; but I consider this difference would vanish, were they able to follow fisliino- 
throughout the seasons. ° . 

The only employment for their families, generally, is being fai-mers’ servants : some girls 
are employed in embroidering, or in platting straw. 

D 2 
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At present, the fishermen are not employed in fishing more than four months of the year ; 
they could be employed nearly the whole year. 

Unmanured land is let for potato-ground at from £3 to £4 an acre. Farmers very sel- 
dom let manured land. In general, the fishermen pay for potato-ground £1 IO5. an acre 
more than the rent paid by farmers. 

Tliere are on this line of coast eleven fishermen’s widows, and thirty-eight children, mcstly 
supported by mendicancy — {Mt. Mitchell.) 

The fishermen (in Ballyhalbert district) are in general of as good habits, morals, &c. as 
the working tradesmen ; but when they have a good fishing season, the use of ardent spirits 
does prevail among them to an injurious extent. 

They are employed only about four months in fishing ; the remainder of the year they are 
in other pursuits — weaving, &c. The occupiers of land are generally better in condition 
than fishermen without land. As tliey have not means to keep themselves wholly employed 
in fishing, their following other pursuits is beneficial. 

Those who have not land, pay for potato-ground £l lOs. or £2 an acre more than the 
rent of farmers. 

Widows and children of fishermen are commonly supported by mendicancy. — {Mr. Webb,) 

In Milisle district, those who generally go to fish are tradesmen and labourers ; and the 
use of ardent spirits prevails to an injurious extent among the greater part of the inhabitants. 

It is, in my opinion, most injurious to the Fisheries, tliat the persons engaged in them 
should be also employed in other pursuits. Fishermen here might be employed in fishing for 
nine months in the j'eai' {Mr. Heard?) 

Fishermen ai'e fond of a glass of grog, but not more than their neighbours. They are 
always employed in fishing when the weather permits, but might prosecute it more constantly 

had they better boats. A considerable number of widows and children are destitute 

{Captain Smith, Inspecting Commander, Coast Guard?) 

At Donaghadee, the fishermen are wholly employed in fishing and piloting. They pay for 
potato-ground, ploughed but unmanured, £3 per English acre, which is about the ordinary 
rent of land in the district. They earn about 65. a-week during the season. — {Lieut. Davis'^ 

In Groomsport district, the fishermen are wholly employed in fishing. The use of ardent 
spirits prevails among them very much. Those who have land are a little better off tlian 
tliose who have not. They earn in fishing about 6s. a-week. Widows and children left des- 
titute are supported from the mendicity fund of Bangor. — {lAeut. Hill.) 

In Bangor district, those who follow’ fishing ai’e, with few exceptions, inert, and much 
addicted to ardent spirits. The take of fish being small and uncertain, the fishermen follow 
different pursuits. 'Fheir families are employed in cotton mills, working muslin, &c. They 
may earn in fishing from 5s. to 1 Os. a-week. The widows of those who belonged to friendly 
societies obtain £2 a-year for house rent. — {Mr. Hannay.) 

Tlie fishermen in this district are generally congregated in smaD towns. Much the greater 
part of their time is occupied in fishing ; and I doubt much, whether they could be more 
profitably employed for any greater length of time, without in the end injuring the Fishery 
in general. 

No ground for potatoes is held here in con-acre. 

The hired fishermen are always paid by a share in the fish — one-half is assigned to the 
boat, the other half is divided equally among the men. This, on an average, produces 25. 
a-day to each man. 

'I'here are seldom more than four fishermen in partnership in a boat ; and when a partner 
dies, his family may claim a share from the value of the boat, or put a man on board to work 
in his place. 

If widows and children are left destitute, they live by mendicancy. — {Mr. W. Sharman 
Crawford.) 

There are not either loan funds or benefit societies here. The loan fund of the late 
Fishery Boai’d did not permanently improve the condition of the fishermen : this may be 
asscribable to improvidence in the boiTowers. They have experienced much difficulty this 
year, (1835,) in obtaining materials, as many were unable to pay for what the}’ received last 
yeai-. — {Lieut. Miller, Strangford and Portaferry?) 

In Cloghy district, there ai’e not loan funds or benefit societies. I have known of but one 
instance of permanent improvement from the loan fund of the late Fishery Board. All, but 
tlie individual refen’ed to, state that they were losers by the loans, through the injudicious 
manner in which they received them ; but I must ascribe some part of the failure to indivi- 
dual improvidence. However, since the extinction of the fund, so much difficulty has been 
t^xperienced in obtaining materials, that several of the fishing smacks are scarcely fit for sea, 
and tlie gear is out of order. The fishennen complain of being charged high credit prices. 
— {Mr. Mitchell.) 

Tiiere are not any investments made by the fishermen here, in benefit societies or savings 
banks, the fishermen being in a very poor state ; nor are there any loan funds ; nor are loans 
obtained from local banks. 

The late fishery loan fund permanently improved the condition of some fishermen ; others 

were not improved by it. They are chai’ged usuriously for materials obtained on credit 

{Mr. Webb, Ballyhalbert.) 

In Donaghadee district, the fishermen did not avail themselves of the Fishery loan fund. 
They obtain materials at fair market prices. — {Lieut. Davis.) 

There are not benefit societies or loan funds in this district ; and the fishermen experience 
difficulty in obtaining materials. Not much credit is given to them. — {Lieut. Hill, Groomsport.) 

There is a savings bank in Bangor, but the fishermen are too poor to make deposits in it. 
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There are not any loan funds or benefit societies ; but there is a friendly society (See this 

Gentleman’s statement as to widows, on page 28.) Industrious and provident fishermen were 
improved in condition by the late Fishery loan fund ; and, since its extinction, meat difficulty 
has been experienced m obtaining materials — {Mr. Harnmj, Bangor.) ^ 

There are no beneht societies here. But a very few of the fishermen have small sums de- 
posited in the savings bank. 

There are not any loan funds. The loans of the late Fishery Board were useful to indus- 
tries fishermen ; and any failure is entirely ascribable to the improvidence of the borrowers. 

Ihe shortest time in which loans could be repaid by the fishermen, without injury to fur- 
ther operations, is eighteen months, or two yeai-s. 

Since the extinction of the Fishery loan fund, some fishermen have been obliged to leave 
the trade, from inability to keep up their boats and gear. They cannot obtain credit, but 
on most usunous terms — {Mr. W. S. Crawford, M. P. Crawfordshimi.) 



BOATS AND MEN ENGAGED IN THE FISHERIES— COUNTY DOWN. 
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Cranfield 


Lt. W. H. Gosling 
























Leestone 


Mr. W. H. Higdon 


















21 






Annalong 


Mr. Wm. Murrow 


5 


126 


30 


3 


28 














Newcastle 


Mr. John Adams 
























St. John’s Point, Kil- \ 


Mr. John Straens 


1 


22 


7 


2 


22 


14 






37 


196 


217 


Ardglass 


Mr. VVm. Jiiddock 


2 


45 


16 


10 


126 


62 












Gun’s Island 


Mr. Thos. Tippet 








6 


55 


30 


2 










Strangford 


Lt. A. Miller ... 








16 


158 


80 


10 










Cloghy 


Mr. J. Mitchell ... 


2 


35 




16 


174 














Ballyhalbert 


Mr. Thomas Webb 


1 


25 


6 


18 


180 














Milisle 


Mr. R. Heard ... 
























Donaghadco 


Lt. S. H. Davis ... 








3 


30 


15 












Groonisport 


Lt. Hill 








9 


99 


36 












Bangor 


Mr. H. Hannay ... 


2 


35 


8 


















Hollywood 


Lt. Lt. H. Sarratt 














2 


4 


4 


10 


14 






13 


288 


67 


83 


872 


363 


23 


92 


358 


1608 


2,305 



COUNTY ANTRIM. 

Carrwhfergus, 2\st and December, 1835. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Jagoe and Stanley. 

Present— Peter Kirk, Esq. M.P. for the Town. 

Witnesses — Lieutenant Bowie, R. N., Commandant of the Coast Guard for the District; Mr. Ed- 
ward Fenner, Chief Officer of the Coast Guard for the Station ; Samuel Davy, John 
Davison, Thomas Coulter, William Wilson, and John M‘Chafey, Boatowners and 
Fishermen ; Thomas Bishop, a Sharo Fisherman; James Cowan, Esq. a Resident of tiie 
Town, and Trader; F. Burleigh, Esq. also a Resident and Trader; and Mr. Thomas 
Thompson, formerly engaged in the Herring Fishery. 

Herrings ai'e seen in shoals from June to November. They enter the Loch of Belfast to The Fisheries, 
spaivn in September and October. 

They go southward in their course, no matter from what point the winds may blow. 

Tie Can’ick fishermen follow them from the shore to the deep water ; and see them at 
night in the depth of four fathoms. Thick weather is best. 

Henings are all sold fresh in Belfast and other markets ; and much larger supplies would 
find a demand. 

Strangers from England and Scotland have taken Herrings in the loch, and on the coast 
near it, but only in one season. 

Curing is not practised here, or requisite, in consequence of tlie demand for fresh Herrings. » 

Cod are in the loch, and on the coast, from about the 1st December to the end of Marcli. 

The boats, during one period of the Cod Fishery, go out to sea considerable distances. Tlie 
species taken is good ; but the supply is not so abundant as it has been within the memory 
of the present fishermen. 

Five or six dozen of Cod, in a shot of long lines, is a good take. 

Hake are seen in tlie season of the Herring Fishery. Tliey follow the Herrings. 

Haddock scarce. Samuel Davy, an old fisherman, states that they have not been plenty 
in his time, but has heai'd that they were abundant many years ago. 

Mackerel are seen in large shoals, but not taken, except when meshed in the herring-nets. 

Mullet ai-e also seen in great shoals in August, even within the loch, but not taken. 

The fishermen have no nets for Mackerel or Mullet; and never take the former with lines. 

Turbot are in abundance, and of fine quality, ten miles to the northward of the loch. 

* See General Table in Appendix. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





The Fisheries. 



Boats and Gear. 



Bait. 



Trawling and 
Dredging. 



.30 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

There is a second Turbot bank on the coast, which was first discovered by the Coast Guard. 
— {Lieut. Bowie.) 

Plaice and Soles are also on those banks — the latter in as gi-eat abundance as at any past 
period within memory. Ray is very abundant. 

The trawl boats of Garrick fish occasionally in Whiting Bay, on the w’est of Scotland, for 
the supply of Glasgow and Greenock. One of the boats has taken there, in one night, 140 
stone of Plaice, and ten Turbot ; there were only three men on board. 

Oysters are found all through the loch, and also outside. They are of a large species, 
and of fine quality ; are sold in Belfast for lOi. the hundi-ed, and are taken with dredges 
and sail-boats. Six dredges axe used by each boat. The knife of each dredge is 4^ feet 
long. 

The Oysters spawn in the loch every j’ear. They are in season from September to April, 
and are at maturity in three or four years. 

Fine Lobsters are found on the coast. 

Scallops are so abundant in the loch, that fi'om three to four thousand are taken in a 
day by one boat. Tliey are sold at 2d. a quai-t, taken from the shells, and are about the size 
of Oysters. 

Scallops keep the ground like Oysters. They are taken in the same season with Lobsters. 

The Lobsters are taken in basket traps, with fish bait. Each boat has twenty baskets, 
and one boat takes three or four dozen in a week. The fishermen do not consider the Scotch 
mode of taking Lobsters so good as- their own. 

The boats in Can-ick are all under fifteen tons bm-den — (See Coast Guai-d Return of 
Number, Tonnage, &c.) They are of a bad description, and very inferior to those of the fish- 
ermen on the west of Scotland — {Lieut. Bowie.) 

The fishermen have a remarkable method of rowing — they strike the oars on each side 
alternately, instead of striking on both sides at once. This they consider the best method, 
and will not adopt the general mode of rowing. 

Sean-nets are not used by them. 

TTie herrincf-nets are in ^epth ten score meshes, (one inch on the side from knot to knot,) 
in each sling. Four slings are used, making a total depth of forty score of meshes, or one 
hundred feet on the stretch of the mesh. They can be let down, with the straps used, to the 
depth of eight fathoms. 

Long lines ai-e chiefly used by the line fishermen. Hand lines are only used in summer, 
while the herring-nets are cast. 

The trawl-nets used are, in the smallest meshes, two inches on each side of the square from 
knot to knot : this large mesh is required in the loch, in consequence of the quantity of mud, &c. 
on the gi’ound. 

Their ti'awl beams are from twenty-five to twenty-nine feet long. The windlass is not 
used ; and the boats are too small for it. 

The trawl-net costs £3, the beam, &c. £l. 

The lai-gest boat of the trawlers is twelve tons burden, and the smallest seven. 

Nets are made by the families of the fishermen ; all the nets used are made and repaired 
in Carrick, and net twine is spun in the town. 

The preparing of gear gives good employment to females. A girl can make in the day 
eight or ten yards of net, containing fifty meshes in depth. A penny a-yai-d is paid for the 
worl<, and sometimes tenpence for twelve yards. 

There is no public school in the town, in which net-making is taught. Tire only branch 
of industry in which females are instnieted, is plain and ornamental needle work. 

The nets are usually barked three or four times during the four months of the Herring 
fishery. '^Tliere is not good accommodation for barking; only one boiler is provided for the 
jmrpose ; in consequence some of the nets are tarred. 

Occasionallv the nets are used before being either barked or tarred, if the Herrings visit 
tile coast previously to the completion of the nets. 

Barked nets ai-e’fit for use eight or nine yeai-s. 

The bai-king costs Is. for each share of nets. Tarring costs about the same. 

Gear of all kinds belongs to the fishermen. Every man has forty fathoms of net; the 
boatowncr fiity fathoms; tlie boat has a fifth more than a man’s shai-e. 

The fishermen of Carrick hang their nets two pai-ts on a third, set to rope. 

Ten score of white hooks are on the set of long lines for each boat, placed two and a half 
fathoms apart, making in stretcli 500 fathoms. 

Mussels, whelks,' and lug, are abundant. 

llie whelks are taken with baskets, in which bait is placed for them. Cork buoys are 
used with these baskets. 

The hooks are baited on shore when tlie boats are proceeding to set long lines. 

The long line fishing is considered more profitable than trawling; yet, the trawlers prefer 
their own mode, not understanding any other, and are always engaged in trawling, or in 
dredging for shell fish. 

They do not di-edge for sand or weed. 

Samuel Davy, one of the principal line fishermen, stated, that he is not opposed to ti'awl- 
ing as practised by the Carrick men ; but, he obseiwed, that it was considered injurious to 
the Fisheries, particularly in disturbing spawn of Henings in the loch, and in scaring the 
Hen-ings at the period in which they enter the loch to spawn. However, it was stated, that 
in this period, (September and October,) dredging for Oysters is going on, which is more 
likelvto injure spawn, and scai'e tlie Heirings, than trawling. 

None of the fishermen have seen spawn taken up in the trawl-nets. 
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William Wilson, .the principal trSiWler, who has Been so successful in Whiting Bay, on the 
coast of Scotland, stated, that there is not any diminution in the supply of Soles on the banks - 
which he trawls for them. 

The line fishermen admitted that they have never known of Soles having been taken with 
hooks, except a few “by chance.” 

There is less contention between the trawlers and line fishermen here than elsewhere, as 
the mesh of the trawl net used is so large, and as the best Turbot bank near this part of the 
coast cannot be trawled with success, sufficient to compensate the trawlers, in consequence of 
•the tide cuiTents. 

The fishermen sell all their fish at the boats, to fish dealers in Belfast. Markets and Sales. 

B. Majmham is the principal buyer; and there are three or four others. 

Any private buyer can obtain fish at the boats. Mr. Cowan stated, that he and other resi- 
dents of Carrick ai-e thus supplied. 

The general price received from the dealers for Cod, in the season, is 10s. a-dozen. The 
dealers pay for the fish when buying them. 

Mi\ Cowan stated, that this system provides a constant market for the fishermen ; and that 
Mr. Maynliam carries on his trade so extensively, that he transmits supplies to various inland 
markets, and to Liverpool. 

They do not contract to supply him with any fish, except Lobsters. 

Samuel Davy stated, that his boat of six tons, earns, on average through tire year, about £2 Earnings, 
a-week, which is divided into five shares; one for each of the four men, and one for the 
boat. 

In taking Lobsters for three months, the boat and two men earn £15, being £5 to the 
share. 

The earnings in the season of the Herring fishery, from June to November, average £12 
a-share, but have amounted to £15. 

The eai-nings in the long line fishing, from November to May, do not exceed 6s. a-share, 
for each week. 

The fishermen are members of the Corporation; and there is a distinct Guild for them, The Fishermen, 
with a master and wardens, elected from their body in the usual way. 

They all reside in a portion of the town, called the Scotch quarter; are the descendants of 
Scotchmen, and are almost a distinct class. Mr. Cowan stated, that nearly all their families 
are intermarried. He also stated, that within the last thirty years, not one of them has been 
tried “even for an assault.” 

Tliey do not fish between Saturday evening and Monday morning. 

Tliere is a general benefit society in the Scotch quarter, for persons in sickness, and for Benefit Society, 
burials. 

Each member contributes one penny a-week ; tliere are fifty members ; and a sum of £40 
is now at interest. 

The fishermen have no land, except small gai-dens. They pay for their houses, each, £3 Land unfit for 
a-year. They said, “land would not answer fishermen, landsmen lie too long in their Fishermen, 
beds.” 

They are all sworn to be peaceable and friendly in prosecuting the Fisheries, and to dis- Sworn to keep the 
close each to the other, every discovery of good fishing gi-ounds. Peace, &c, 

The oath is administered by the master of the Corporation, and is quite distinct from the 
corporate oaths. 

'Die fishermen of Carrick did not take or cure fish for the bounties. Bounties. 

Mr. Thompson stated, that several vessels were chartered and fitted out in this port, for 
taking and curing Herrings on the coast of Scotland ; and that the crews were provided by 
the owners, — the adventurers for the fishery placing a cooper only, on each vessel. 

In the summer of 1820, Mr. Thompson chartered and fitted out a vessel of 59 tons register, 

\vith 400 herring barrels on board. He first calculated how much could be made by the ad- 
venture in Scotland, and how much in Ireland. 



SCOTCH PROFtT. 



Bounty on 400 barrels of Herrings, at 4s. British, ^ barrel, 


£86 


13 


4 


Deduct cost of 18 tons of salt, at £2 8s. 9d. ^ ton, 


43 


17 


6 


(Irish currenc 


y) £42 


15 


10 


IRISH PROFIT. 








Bounty on tonnage, 59 tons at £1 Irish ^ ton, 


£59 


0 


0 


Bounty on 400 barrels of Herrings, at 6s., Irish, ^ barrel, 


120 


0 


0 




£179 


0 


0 


Deduct cost of 18 tons of salt, at £5 15.s. ^ ton, 


103 


10 


0 


(Irish curreni 


t) ^ 


10 


0 


In favour of Irish trade. 


. £34 


14 


2 



The prospect of realising by tlie bounty £34 14s. ^d. more in Ireland than in Scotland, 
indiiced Mr. Thompson to prefer fitting out for the Irish bounty. 
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The outfit and outlay of his adventure amounted to £555 7s. bd. 
Paid for use of vessel and crew, 

Barrels, 

Salt, 

Whiskey for Scotch and English fishermen, ... 

Wages of cooper on the vessel, 

Hoops, 

Coopering, 

Nets, to comply with the law, which required “taking and 
curing,” ... ... 

Sundries, 



£80 

122 



0 

0 

o' 

0 

0 



Cost of fish bought. 



GAIN. 

300 barrels cured, sold at 23 j. 9<f. each, 

85 do. at 25s., 



Bounty on fish, at 6s., Irish, ^ barrel, 

Do. on tonnage. 

Drawback of duty on salt used, 17^^ tons, at £4 ^ ton, 
Sundries, unused barrels, &c., 



Deduct outlay. 
Net gain. 



Total, 



9 


16 


0 


1 


0 


0 


£343 


9 


m 


225 


17 


4 


£569 


7 


5 


£356 


5 


0 


106 


5 


0 


£462 


10 


0 


100 


15 


10 


59 


0 


0 


75 


16 


8 


9 


2 


0 


£707 


4 


6 


569 


7 


5 


£137 


17 


1 


1 have 


been 


a los; 



IBS. yd. oy tne adventure, unless the prices of cured Henings were higher; but if there 
were no bounties, nets would not have been required, which would have abated £9 16s. of 
the outfit : there would have still been a loss. 

The nets cost more than the fish, taken to comply with the law, were worth. Die fish 
only filled six barrels. 

• ^*7 stated, that, if there had not been a bounty, he would not have entered 

into the speculation but he also stated that other traders in Carrickfergus have entered 
mtoUie speculation since the abolition of bounties, and that in 1834, IMr. Cai-ey, of Garrick 
fitted out a trading vessel for the Scotch Heiring fishery, provided with 400 baireis. ' 

He stated that the vessels fitted out in L-eland for the bounty, according to the law, were 
not large enough to carry a boat, sufficient for shooting the nets, and fishing, and were too 
l^ge to admit of tlie nets being shot from them, which shows how defective and iniurious 
the legal regulation was. 

The loans given in Can-ickfergus, and other towns on Belfast loch, were not confined to 
fishermen. I armers got them, and others who were also unconnected with the Fisheries 
they were used m various speculations ; sailors obtained loans in materials, which they 

John M‘Chafey stated, and the other fishermen coiToborated his statement, that when 
loans m materials, the order was deposited for them with the late Mr. Aenew 
of Belfast, a ship chandler, and they were compeUed to take the materials which he selected 
for tliera, or forego the use of the loan. They were not allowed to talce tlie order to anv 
trader from whom they might obtain materials on the best terms, and the materials they re- 
ceived were woi-se, and of higher prices, than those which could have been bought elsewhere. 

Hemp was bad, said Mr. M‘Chafey, “ that we did not use it, but sold it for half the 
price chai-ged for it: Rope was also bad.” 

Some loans were repaid, and others were lost. 

Samuel Davy stated, that small loans could not be repaid in less than two yeai's, and that 
larger loans would require a longer time for repayment, in proportion to their mnount. 

Davy, and the other fishermen, consider grants uecessaiy in some cases ; grants in ma- 
terials for gear, and for repairing boats. ® 

Tliey would consider gi-ants in materials better than in nets, as tlie latter would interfere 
widi the employment of families who live by making twine and nets. 



Mit Cowan stated, that ships are freqnently on the coast, and nnable to procure pilots, 
nie stated that to Ins otvn knowledge an East India Ship for the Clyde, was, diiiTO foul 
wemher m 182 ,, beatmg about near Rathlin Hand, for several days, unable to getTfilor 
Cowan described the fishery pier erected at Carrickfergns, to be on a bad site*^ 

1 so that when the Ushermen come into the 

loch after the ebbing of the tide, they cannot land their Ssh at the pier. 

At half tide they can reach it. Mi'. Cowan, however, considered they have a conntervail- 
mg advantage m the exclusive use of the pier, as it is quite unavailable for trading purpjses. 
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It is open to the south-west wind, which the fishermen say, blows nine months in the year ; Harbour 
and the wall to the east is so low, that, during gales, the sea goes over it 

It was built opposite to a private property, without obtaining a right' of passage ; and it 
was not connected with the pubhc road. However, the fishermen Usurped and maintain 
a passage, but it is not passable for cai-ts. 

it, ^ proposed to erect 

The fishermen sought subscriptions ; and the Marquess of Donegal, svith other members of 
his family, conti-ibuted £310. 'Die remaining part of the sum required was advanced bv Mr. 
thin £100”‘' “ he is out of pocketniore 

The pim cost nearly £150:, and now there is no person whose duty it is to protect or re- 
indhpensibk interfere ; the fishermen make such repairs as are 

No rent or tax is paid for the ground ; and no toU is charged to the fishermen. 

,! by extending the harbour-pier of Carrickfergus into deep water, 

the fisherrnen would be enabled to go to sea or return at all times of the tide ; and a great 
commercial advantage would be obtained. ^ 

With reference to the means for this object, he stated, that dues on the shipping would form 
a considerable revenue, and that the coi-poration is by charter empowered to levy dues but 
has not exercised the right. . 

The imports of coals, grain, &c. were, in 1821, 6627 tons; in 1835, 15,684 tons. 

Ihe exports were stated to have increased in the same ratio, and to have consisted of 
cattle, principally. 

The tonnage of Carrickfergus owners was, in 1831, 1800 tons; 1835, 3,200 tons, 
borne ot the vessels draw too much water for the hai'bour. 

Carrick is well located for a packet station, to communicate 
with Scotland, that abundam materials for enlarging the harbour arise near it, and that 
the lai-g^t vessels can enter Belfast loch at low water, there being no bai-. 

Mr. Ihompson stated, that the Coi-poration of Can-ick owns 1600 acres of waste land 
near the town for which a rent of £500 was offered a few years ago. Some peasantry, who 
are freemen, have rights to gi-azing a^d turbary on the waste ; but if they were compeiated, 

It would still form an available security for a loan to improve the harbour. ^ 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

J^rom Carrickfergus to Lame. 

The species of fish taken are flat fish. Cod, Codlings, Herrings, and Ling. The Herring Fisheries and 

•* Mode. Fishing. 

•*'<= of *>“= titefe it to beinjnrious.- Tr.wUng and 

the small fry are destroyed by drag-nets with small meshes ; 

.and that fish IS not so plentifn of late years,— (iieat.i?. CoiSw, C. G. Officer, Port Much.) 

^le condition of the vessels, boats, and geai-, seem to be in general in good repair and R f i r 
wel calculated for the net and long line fishing, being open boats of about five or^six tons ^ 
burden, pmk-sterned, carry two lug sails, 'row six oars, and ai-e manned by six men. 

Ihe price ot spinning twine foiQierring-nets, is Qd. a-dozen; for trawl-nets, 5rf. a-dozen; 

te°npl,"olS;m::helytead?h.‘''’"“ 

Nets are made and repaired by the fishermen’s families; there are no schools of industry 
101 making nets (ilfr. Fenner.^ ^ 

f '>•>““ fi* off Wand Magee; there are no resident fishermen, nor any 

O ffoclined.— (Mr. Sferfey’ 

Bnckey (or whelks) are used for Cod; iug for Codlings and flat fish. Bait is found in Brit 

ror™elw(Sl. ‘rZc.) """ 

generally taken by setting a line in shore, baited witli lieiTing._(Z,wH^. F. 

fisW fv 5'"?' headlands, are considered injiu-ious to tiie Regulations, 

nsheij, by destroying the fry, being less than two inches in the mesh. Tliere^ai-e no con- ^ 
fishermen. I am not aware that any regulations ai-e neeessai-y._(X!>wi. 

The principal Markets ai-e Lai-ne, Carrickfergus, and Belfast; roads good; carts are Markets. 

i= !i ]>askets_for taking whelks, in Belfast Loch, are open at the top ; in the centre a piece of fish 
Bv thh ^ f attached to the basket to sink it, and a rope and buoy are fitened to it. 

Setise twf A fishermen procure a sufficiency of bait. It would be desirable to 

practise this mode on other parts of the coast, where tlie whelk (or buckey) may be found. 
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employed generally ; yet some are carried in boats ; the quantity has never exceeded the 
demand. 

As far as can be ascertained, the annual value of fish sold fresh amounts to £1257 — and 
is not equal to the demand. Scotch Herrings equal to the demand, and consumed to a 
great extent. Tlie highest price of Cod is 15s. per dozen; Plaice, 15s. per hundred ; Soles, 
2.?.perpair; Turbot, weighing about 8 lbs., 7s.; Ling, Id. per lb.; Herrings, 1 Os. per hundred. 
Lowest prices — Cod fish, 7s. per dozen ; Plaice, 12s. per hundred; Soles, Is. 6d. per pair ; 
Turbot, of 8 lbs., 3s ; Ling, |d. per lb. ; Herrings, 3s. per hundred. 

Fish of any description are not cured here {Mr. Fenner, Carrickfergus.) 

The fishermen on this line of coast are steady, sober, well conducted, and industrious; 
remarkable for their observance of the Sabbath. They are wholly employed in fishing, and 
do not occupy land. When not employed in fishing, they are repairing their nets and other 
gear. — {Mr. Fenner.) 

The inhabitants of this district, (Island Magee,) are smallholders of land, from four to 
five acres ; there are no resident fishermen. The Carrickfergus fishermen fish here ; they 
are a well-behaved, hard-working people. As the westerly wind, which prevails, makes this 
a weather shore, two-thirds of the year at least are spent in fishing. — {Lieut. F. Collins.) 

The general liabits of the fishermen (in Blackhead district) are peaceable; they are as 
sober and quiet as any poor people of their class that I know. For want of means of 
fishing, they are obliged to follow other occupations to provide support. There is very little, 
if any, diffo’ence between the fishermen who cultivate land, and those avIio do not. — {Mr. 
Sterling, C. G. Officer, Blackhead.) 



Larne, December 23, 1835. 

Ex-AlMining Commissioners — Messrs. Jagoe and Stanley. 

Wii-KKSsr.s— Lieut. Wood, Coast Guard Officer of the Station, and Mr. William Aldridge, 
Principal Boatman of the Guard. 

Mr. Aldridge stated, that Mackerel are in gi'eat abundance in summer. He has never 
seen such abundance on the coast of England. 

Glassen are in large shoals in August. One of these shoals is an acre’s breadth. 

Mullet are also abundant, as well as several kinds of round fish. These all come into the 
Loch or Bay of Larne ; and Salmon are taken at the entrance of the loch. 

A Canich boat took seven score of Cod fish, a few days ago, near the entrance. Cod 
are always abundant there, in the season. 

Shoals of Herrings approach the coast in summer. 

I'liere are not any regular fishermen at or near Larne. 

The persons who are occasionally engaged in fishing, are not depending on tliat avocation 
for support. They are all holders of small farms, and they seldom go out in pursuit of fish, 
unle.ss they learn that the Carrickfergus fishermen have been successful in their neighbour- 
hood. 

Aitbough Lobsters are very plentiful, the local fishermen leave this fishing wholly to the 
Carrick men. 

They do not use nets except for Herrings. They sometimes use galFs in taking large 
fid). They also use flies in fishing. T.1ie most assiduous fishers among them usually fish 
with baits, having their lines attached to rods. 

But if a ship appears near the shore requiring a pilot, the fishing is abandoned. 

The fishermen do not seem inclined to fish. 

The Coast Guard have used trammel-nets, for taking Glassen and Mackerel. The- 
fishermen never take Mackerel in nets, except in fishing for Herrings — {Mr. Aldridge.) 

The fisliei-men about Larne are more farmers than fishermen ; and the avocations are in- 
compatible. The more land the men have, the less they will fish. 

llie possession of good boats and other means, would not advance the local Fisheries. 
I’isliermen are as much wanting as boats. 

One or two of the local fishermen can manage a square-rigged vessel. 

When vessels bound for Belfast are expected, (and the period of their arrivals are gene- 
rally regular,) Carrick and Belfast pilots are on the watch along the coast. 

But there are not any regular pilots always cruizing on the look-out for ships. 

The Loch of Larne Is very well situated for trade and fishing. Vessels can enter and 
depart at all times of the tide. 

Very little use for fishery purposes, is made of the fishery pier of Portmuck, on the 
Peninsula of Magee. Tlie people in the neighbourhood are principally employed in agri- 
culture, and none go out fishing but when there are large supplies along the shore. A con- 
siderable local trade is carried on at Portmuck pier, and at another erected near it by a 
trader named Miilholland ( Liexit. Wood.) 
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EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

From Blackhead to Balh/gelly Poivi. 

From Blackhead to Ballygelly, the Cod fisliery of the coast is entirely followed by the Fisheries and 
Carnckfergus fishermen. Plaice and PoUock are caught in Lame Loch by the local fisher- Modes of Fishins. 
men — {Lieut. Wood, C. G. Officer, Lame.) 

In the small bays, draught-nets are used at night, all periods of the year. During the har- 
vest, Cod fishing is extensive at the Maiden Rocks ; from thi-ee to five men are in each boat. 

At present, this fishery gives most employment. If nets were numerous, they would afford 
more employment, and be more productive — (Mr. Baxjlee, Principal Officer of Custonui, 

Larne.) 

Draught-nets, trammel-nets, long lines, and hand lines, are used on this coast, (Ballygelly). 

'Die long line fishing begins in December and ends in April. Draught-nets are used from 
May until November ; trammel-nets, from June to October. The net fishing has proved a 
failure for many years, in consequence of the Herrings deserting this coast. Long line fish- 
ing is not very successful — (Lieut. A. Murray, C. G. Officer, Ballygelly) 

Trawling has not increased ; it is considered injurious, and is the only mode of fishing Trawling coin- 
complained of. — (Lieut. Wood.) plained of. 

The boats and gear are veiy indifferent. The boats ai-e fr-om sixteen to seventeen feet Boats and Gear, 
keel, five to six tons burthen, and cost from £16 to £17. It is my opinion, that the Kin- 
sale hooker would answer the pilots and fishermen on this coast, pai-ticularly for the long 
line. — (Lieut. Wood.) 

The ti-awl-nets consist of four quarters, of sixty meshes each ; the size of the mesh is five 
inches. Two dozen of hemp will make the net. The expense of spinning the twine is bd. 
per lb., and of making the net, 15s. 

A ti-ammel-net is sixty fathoms long, and seventy meshes in depth ; the spinning costs 6rf. 
per lb. ; the making, including ropes, lines, and corks, £l . The fishennen’s families make 
and repair these nets. 

Bait is in abundance. Feathers, or flies, are used for Pollock. There are no mussels in Bait. 

Larne. In Belfast Loch they are to be had in abundance. — (Mr. Baylee.) 

Sand-eels and sand worms, here (Ballygelly) called lugs, not found in sufficient quanti- 
ties; and when not obtained on the spot, are not looked for elsewhere. (Lieut. A. 

Mwray.) 

Tliere is no objection to any mode of fishing but trawling, either generally or at particu- Regulations, 
lar periods, or to any nets or meshes. No contentions exist among the fishermen. There 

are no exclusive rights claimed by the proprietors of land to the coast fisheries. (Mr. 

Bajflee.) ^ r- r V 

The principal market is Belfast. Tlie fish is conveyed on carts. Tlie quantity of fish Markets, 
taken is not equal to the demand. Cod, Pollock, and Herrings are imported from Scot- 
land in abundance, particularly the last. Fresh Cod are sold at fi-om 15t^. to 18d. ; Plaice, 
from 2rf. to 3<^. ; and PoUock, from Ad. to Qd. each. ; Heirings, per dozen, fi-om 6d. to 8d. 

There are no fish cm-ed here. — (Lieut. Wood.) 

Tlie general habits of the fishermen ai-e good. They ai-e industrious, and do not use ar- Condition of Fish- 
dent spirits to any gi-eat extent. They are superior to agi-icultural labourers, but not to ermen. 
tradesmen. 

The fishermen who occupy a small portion of land are more comfortable than those wholly 
dependent on fishing. The con-acre system is not general here. (Mr. Baylee.) 

With the exception of eight or ten, the fishermen of Larne are engaged in other pursuits, 
which I consider injurious to the Fisheries ; but the fishermen who have land are better 
situated than those who have not. — (Lieut. Wood.) 

There ai-e no loan funds nor benefit societies. If in good hands, tliey would prove of Loan Funds and 
great advantage. • ’ Benefit Societies. 

The loan of the late Fishery Board has not generally improved the condition of the fish- 
ermen ; yet Reilly, an industrious fellow, was much improved in his circumstances bv it. 

From the infoimation I received, it was abused. A loan of £10 may be paid in four 
months. At present, the fishermen experience great difficulty in obtaining materials ; and 
when on credit, the charge is very gi-eat. — (Lieut. Wood.) 



Glenarm., December 23, 1835. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Jacob and Stanley. 

Witnesses — James Duncan and James Boyd, Boatmen and Fishermen. 

The right of setting Scotch bag-nets for Salmon, along the coast of Antrim, from Bally- Fishing in the Bays 
gelly Point, north of Larne Loch, to Ballycastle, is let by tlie proprietors of lands on the restricted by the 
coast, to a person residing in Scotland. land proprietors. 

To preserve the Salmon for the Scotch lessee, the local fishermen are prohibited from 
taking Salmon in the sea. 

The fishermen at Glenarjn are also prohibited from taking fish of any kind within the Fishermen not al- 
headlands of Glenai-m Bay. lowed to take any 

The care-takers of the Scotch lessee cut a trammel-net, which a local fishei-man had set of Fish in 
within the limits of the prohibition. E 2 Glenarm Bay- 
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36 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

Tlie prohibition extends beyond low water mark ; but certain beaches along the shore are 
appointed for the local fishermen to haul their nets on. They cannot haul them elsewhere, 
even if necessary for securing the fish. 

They therefore frequently see fish which they cannot take. 

Wherever suffered, and when they can, they take Mackerel with drag-nets, forty-five 
fathoms in length, and seventy meshes deep; they also take Henings. 

It was formerly their practice to take Salmon in trammel-nets, and with scans. One 
hundred Salmon have been taken with a sean in one day. 

Salmon was then sold in the neighbourhood at3id. or Ad. per lb. The price last year 
was U. 6d. and upwards, as the greater part of the fish are now sent to remote markets. 

Many local fishermen have been deprived of tlieir chief empIo}mient by the new system, 
and all left to their own resources. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

From Ballygelly Point, to the Point of Gerron. 

Long line fishing commences in the spring of the year; no fixed period for ending. The 
mode most productive, and which would give most employment, is draught-net fishing. 

There are no Oyster banks on any pait of this coast. Lobsters and Crabs are found in 
great abundance. They ai-e taken in rod-pots usually, from April until October ; they are 
principally taken by the inhabitants, but during the summer months, the Carrickfergus boats 
come down to fish (Mr. Thos, Davison, C. G. Officer, Glenarm,') 

The Canickfergus and Belfast boats occasionally trawl in Glenarm Bay ; the produce is 
not on the increase ; he is not aware of its effects on the Fisheries; complaints are made that 
the meshes of drag-nets are too small ; that fiy of the smallest kinds are taken. It is admitted 
tliat the quantity of fish has considerably decreased (Mr. Davison.) 

The boats are extremely bad; the description in general use are small row-boats, which 
cost £4 to £5 each (Mr. Davison.) 

The di-uught-net is fifty fathoms long, and three and a half fathoms deep ; the mesh, from 
one and a half to two and a half inches. It is used for di-awing, in sandy bays, for all de- 
scription of fish, as they appear on the coast. The cost of a draught-net is about £12 ; all 

nets are made by the fishermen’s families ( Mr. John Hungerford, C. G. Officer, Point 

of Gerron.) 

Sand-eels, fresh herrings, and cuttle fish, are the bait generally used, but not found in 
abundance. 

Bait would be procured by setting pots for buckies, (whelks); Conger-eel is also used for 
bait ; an abundant supply of it could be procured. Mussels are not found on this coast. 

Trammel-nets are verj- generally used, and complained of by the Scotch Salmon fishers. 

The small mesh of the draught-net is injurious, as fry, however small, are swept in by them. 

^riiere is a jealous)' against strangers coming on this coast to fish, but contentions seldom 
or ever arise. 

lliere are no privileges claimed by the proprietors of land to the coast fisheries ; except 
to protect Salmon, which are considered private property. 

’I’he county police are prohibited from executing magistrates’ wai’rants, for breaches of 
the Fishery laws. The aiTangement, it is conceived, has led to much inconvenience, as the 
local magistrates have frequently, when convictions took place before them for breaches of 
these laws, found it impossible to carry the law into effect — (Mr. Davison.) 

Ball)unena is the nearest market town ; but the local market is generally sufficient for the 
supply, which is not equal to the general demand. Prices of fresh fish vary, but are, 
generally speaking, high. 

The price of dried Cod, per lb.; Ling, 2d. per lb.; salted and pickled Salmon, usually 
britig 6d. per lb. Scottish-cured fish is frequently sold. — {Mr. Davison.) 

Tlie fishermen of this part of the coast are not altogether employed in fishing ; they are 
labourers and occupiers of small farms. ITieir situation is poor; their general habits not 
better than agricultural labourers; they are much addicted to the use of ai'dent spirits. 

The possession of a small portion of land generally adds to the comfort and circumstances 
of the occupier. 

Con-acres are not let in this district. 

The condition of the fishermen is certainly not comfortable {Mr. Davison.) 

There are no loan funds, nor benefit societies, llie effect produced by the late fishery 
loan fund was generally beneficial ; since its extinction the fishermen have experienced much 
difficulty in obtaining outfits for their boats, and when on credit, are charged extravaganth-. 
— (Mr. Davison) 



Cushendall, December 24, 1835. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Jagoe and Stanley. 

Witnesses — M r. John Di.xon, Chief Boatman of the Coast Guard Station ; John M'Intosh, 
Aecicibald M‘Greer, and Peter Reilly, of Waterfoot, in Red Bay. 

Peter Reillj- stated, that he fonneriy paid £10 a year for the fishery of Glenariff River, 
held from Mi-. M‘Neil of Ballycastle ; and that it is now let, for £30 a year, to Mr. Hector 
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of Aberdeen, who has also an exclusive of taking Salmon in the sea, along the 

coast ot Antrim, from Ballygeily point to Ballycastle. 

Bag-nets are placed in the sea to intercept the Salmon in their progress to the rivers. Scotch bMt-nets 

, S!,iT d g t "'‘o' “ 'S compartments, tor Salmi, 

to which toe fish are led by a net extending from the shore, forming a perfect fence 
when tliey pass through the openings into the bag, they cannot escape. The bag and its 
fence-net m-e held down by ropes attached to heavy stones ; and stakes appear above water, 
to which the net ropes are fastened. These nets ai-e brought from Scotland. 

Tlie bag-nets are set at all pmes of the year ; and when fish near, or after spawning, are Set all times of the 
taken m them, they are let fi-ee. M‘Gi-eer stated, that during the past fortnight five year, 
were taken — three only were good. or a •’ 

In the last season, the Scotch fishermen erected a barrier of wood, called “ a heck,” across Hecks, or Cruives. 
the mouth of the river at Cushendon, two miles north of Cushendall, to intercept aU the 
Salmon going to the fresh water ; but “ the country people” destroyed it. 

Salmon, while m season, has been heretofore generally used by the country people ; and Exportation of all 
was so among them at from 3-^d. to 8d. a pound. Now, it is sometimes 2s. a pound, as the Salmon taken, 
the gi-eater number of the fish are sent away to distant mai-kets. There is consequently 
great hostility to the new system. , • 'i j 

Formei ly, the local fishermen took the Salmon in the sea, witli trammel-nets ; and after Former mode of 
the Scotch hshennen commenced, the old system was continued, but the Scotchmen cut the taking the Salmon, 
trammel-nets, and redress could not be obtained. 

Before the new system was introduced, the number of Salmon which got up the river Supply of Salmon 
was much greater than at present, and the consequence is, that the quantity coming to the diminished, 
river is also diminishing. -i c. 

The river is watched. It was also protected wiiile Reilly had the fishery. 

I here is a great difficulty m preventing depredations ; on one occasion some country Poachini;. 

people dragged the river with blankets; and spearing is common. 

^ opinion, that the season for taking Salmon ought not to commence before the Seasons. 

1st oi March, and should end in the middle of August. 

He stated, that he has seen Salmon spawning on the 1st of February. 

Mter spawning, the Salmon must be at least six weeks in the sea, before again fit for food, 
like^ TrS’t^”^ increase in gi-owth at the rate of lib a-month, from the time they appear 

Young fish taken in Glenariff river have been marked with silk through the fins, and after- 
wards caught in it at matui-ity. 

Reilly stated, that he has taken Cod in a Salmon trammel-net, in Red Bay, and that he Trammel-nets for 
purposes trying a trammel-net on a bank outside the bay, on which Cod fish are very plen- Cod Fish. 

Dixon, the Coast Guard boatman, stated, that there is a great want offish in the neigh- The general Fish- 
bourhood, as the general sea fishing is neglected. cries neglected. 

He also stated, tliat all the local fishermen hold land, several as much as ten acres, and Fishermen are 
some twenty acres ; and he is of opinion, from liis experience of fishing, thatpersons who are Landholders, 
holding land, can never become successful as fishermen. 

Reilly objects to loans and other means of encouragement ; that they would induce too Loans, &c. 
many to try fishing. He would ask -no more than the free privilege of fishing in the sea. 

Dixon stated, that general fishing in Red Bay is not permitted wherever it might inter- Public rights in the 
tere with the Scotch Salmon nets ; but that elsewhere it is allowed, and beaches are ap- Fisheries ro- 
pointed on which nets may be drawn — (See Evidence at Glenarm.) stricted. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

From the Point of Gerron to Fairhead. 

Caaiick-a-Iiolt is remarkable for Salmon; witliin one mile and a half of shore, there is an Fisheries and 
abundance of Cod, Ling, Glassen, Lythe, Conger-eel, and Mackerel ; at Gienaiiff and Cush- Modes of Fishing, 
endall, Herrings of a very superior quality are taken, from May until September ; Cod are 
taken all through the year ; Herring fishing with nets is most productive, and gives greatest 
employment ; at Murlough and Rathlin Island, the take of Glassen is enormous, so much 
so, that, at die latter place, diey not only afford the inhabitants food for the winter, but are 

r supplying diem with money, by the sale of the superabundant quantity. (Mr. 

John McDonnell, Cushendall) 'i. y 

Tliere are no fisheries, except Salmon, nor regular fishermen within this district (Cushen- 
c^n) ; nor can there be, I think, from the rapidity of the tides. — (Lieut. A. Graves, C. G. 

Officer.) 

Salmon fishing is followed on this (Toi-rhead) coast; if begins in May and ends in Sep- 

^mber ; Lobster fishing, from March to November — by strangers who visit the coast 

Herrings sometimes appear on this coast, but are not taken, for want of nets. There are no 
Uj^ters or Scallops — (Mr. J. Harry, C. G. 0., Torrhead.) 

No Oysters; Lobsters and Crabs ai-e in abundance, and of superior quality; they are 
taken in wicker-pots, from May until September, by the inhabitants, and generally sold in 
Lehast — {John Dixon, Chief Boatman, C. G., Cushendall.) 

Tlie Carrickfergus fishermen visit this coast (Cushendall) for die Lobster fi.sherv; there 
are no Scallops— (^?-. M'Donnell.) 
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Trawling and The quantity of flat fish has diminished by the practice of trawling 

Modes complained The fishermen loudly complain of the trawling system pursued on this pait of the coast. 

of- — {Mr. M‘Domell.) 

Salmon bag-nets, which are moored along the coast, are complained of. 

ITie general condition of the boats and fishing gear is deplorably bad, occasioned by want 
of capital. — {Mr. M'^Donnell.') 

Boats and Gear. The description of boat is the Norway yawl — from twelve to seventeen feet keel, and from 
five to seven feet beam — cost fi-oni £4 to £9. 

Seans, or draught-nets, cost £10 ; they are thirty-five fathoms long, and seven and a half 
yards deep — made of one inch mesh. 

Trammels are thirty-five fathoms long, and six yards deep, and of five inch mesli. 

For spinning sean twine, 3s. per dozen is paid ; for netting scan cloth, of seventy meshes 
in breadth, 3d. per yard ; for trammel twine, 4s. per dozen; and netting, Irf. per yard, forty- 
five meshes in breadth. Nets are made by the families of fohermen . — {John Dixon.) 

Draught-nets here are forty to sixty fathoms long — depth, from ten to thirteen yards — 
size of mesh one inch — used for different kinds of fish. Long lines cost from 12i. to £l ; 
bag-nets, for catching Salmon, are from thirty-five to forty fathoms long, eight or nine fa- 
thoms deep, mesh five inches, cost £15 to £20 — {Mr. Harry.) 

Sand-eels and lugs at times in abundance . — {John Dixoni) 

Sand-eels, limpets, and herrings are the baits used in taking Cod, Ling, Glassen, and 
Mackerel. Limpets are always to be had, and the sand-eel almost uninterruptedly in 
abundance {Mr. M‘‘ Domell. ) 

egu a ions. figiiej-men are of opinion that Salmon bag-nets are injurious; and also, that the small 

meshed scans are destructive to the fry. 

Trammel-nets would be generally used, from the 1st of June to the 1st of September, but 
are prohibited by the proprietors of Salmon fisheries. 

Contentions frequently occur between the owners of trammels and the Salmon fishers — 
they cut the nete of each other. 

Tlie entire shores of this coast are claimed as the exclusive property of the landed pro- 
prietors, and let out for fishing for Salmon ; cannot say what regulations are necessary 

(John Dixon.) 

Tliere are no fishing regulations, nor a magistrate resident, from Glenarm to Ballycastle ; 
a distance of twenty-five miles. 

Those who have Salmon fisheries, have a prejudice against trammel-nets. Foot-nets, 
with one inch mesh, should be entirely prohibited ; they are used by farmers, and are 
strongly condemned by tlie fishermen. 

If contentions or breaches of the peace should arise, there should be an officer or magis- 
trate, with sufficient authority to restrain them. 

Tlie Antrim family claim a right to the Salmon fishery of this district. — ( Mr. M‘DonneU.) 

Markets. 'pj^g principal markets are Belfast and Ballymena, to which fish are conveyed principally 

in carts by the fishermen ; the supply of fish is not equal to the demand . — {John Dixon.) 

ITie supply of fresh fish is not equal to the demand of the local markets. Large quanti- 
ties of Scotch barrelled Herrings, and Cod and Ling, are consumed in this district, and in 
the interior. 

Salmon are sold by the fishermen atfrom 6tf. to l5. per lb.; Herrings, 3s.perl20; Cod, 
from 55. to Is. per dozen ; Ling, from ?5. to IO5. per dozen; Lobsters, from hd. to I5. each ; 
Crabs, from-ic?. to \ d. each. The fish are principally sold fresh. It is rather rare to have 
any fish cured for sale. Scotch Ling and Cod generally sell higher than ours : they are 
larger, and the qtiality is better. — {Mr. McDonnell) 

Lobsters are sent from this (Torrhead) to Liverpool by the steamers which pass the coast ; 
they are sold here at 6s. to lOs. per dozen; Crabs, from Is. to 6s. per dozen. 

The quantity of fisii is not equal to the demand. Scotch Hei-rings, Cod, Liiig, and 
Glassen are consumed to a small extent. 

Tlte prices of the following kinds of fish, sold by the fishermen, are : — Cod, from 65. to 
85. per dozen ; Glassen, from 3s. to 55. per dozen ; Salmon, from Ad. to Is. per lb. No fish 
cured on this coast (Ton-head) {Mr. Harry.) 

Condition of Fisii- The general habits of the fishermen in this district (Cushendali), are better than trades- 

‘■rmcn. men or agricultural labourers. They are sober, and good moral characters; but have never 

received sufficient encouragement to rise beyond immediate want. They are by no means 
addicted to the use of ardent spirits. 

For want of proper boats and gear, the fishermen are not employed all the year in fish- 
ing. Some are weavers, or shoemakers, and a few cultivate small fai-ms. This combination 
of pursuits is by no means advantageous to them, and is injurious to the Fisheries. 

The fisherman who has a trade is as comfortable and independent as the fisherman who 
is a small farmer. Fishermen, disabled by sickness or bodily injury, have no means of sup- 
port but their own resoiu-ces, nor have the widows and children any. — {Mr. McDonnell.) 

The fishermen about Torrhead are poor and industrious, occasionally engaged in other 
pursuits injurious to the Fisheries. Fishermen who hold land are in general better off than 
those who do not. 

Half the time of the fishermen is not spent in fishing, for want of fishing gear. 

Widows of fishermen are supported by their own industr-y, and the aged and disabled 
fishermen have no means of support beyond their own resources. The eai-nings of a fish- 
erman are not sufficient in this district to support his family comfortably. — ( Mr. Harry.) 

There are no coast fishermen in this district (Cushendon), except those who fish Ibr 
Salmon {Lieut. A. Graves.) 
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In this portion of the Belfast fishery district, the loan fund of the late Fishery Board was Loan Fund and 
not in opeiation. Fishermen, resident in Caii'ickfergus, who were freemen of that Cor- Benefit Societies, 
poration, and had vot§s in returning a member to represent them in Parliament, had suf- 
ficient address and interest to obtain as much of the fund as was deemed sufficient for the 
entire district. Tlie greater part of the sums obtained by these Caniekfergus fishermen 
never was repaid. Hid the fishemen of this district obtained a loan, it would have im- 
proved their condition, and been repaid. 

_ A loan of £I0 obtained by a fisherman, would be repaid in two years, without injury to 

his future operations. A lai-ger sum would require a longer time for re-uavment (Mr 

M^D-onnell.) f i \ • 



Ballycastle, PortbalUntoy, Portballintrae, PoTtstewart, and Portrush, December 28, 1835. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Jagoe and Stanley. 

Witnesses — John Cromie, Esq., Proprietor of Portstewart; Lieutenant Davison, R.N., of 
Portrush, Coast Guard Officer ; Mr. John Scott, and John M‘Allisteu, of Portrush ; Hugh 
Falls, a Fisherman residing near the Giant’s Causeway ; and the Fishermen on the Coast ; 
with several Fishermen from Skerries, (County Dublin,) on their course to the IGllybegs Her- 
ring Fishery. ^ 

The Norway yawl is chiefly used on this coast ; its value is about £8, Four lines, with Boats and Gear, 
eight. score hooks, are used m each boat. 

The principal fishery is four miles off the Skerries Island; but the fishermen go there 
only in fine weather, as the boats are so small. Whenever it looks to blow, the boats run 
for the harbour. 

Twenty-four men have been lost in two yeai-s, from the boats being so small. 

With good boats, ten fish could be taken for one at present. 

A boat. of twenty tons would answer, but the fishermen would require a person to instruct 
them how to work lines out of such a boat : they would soon learn. 

This description of boat would be used for the Turbot and Cod fishing. 

There are no pilot boats on the coast. When a vessel is seen off, if the weather permit, 
the fishermen go out ; but it often happens that they are not able. 

If they were supplied with good boats, they could pay for them in four years out of the 
eai-nmgs. Each man could pay 12s. a-raonth. 

With the present boats, the fishermen of Portrush commonly take five score of Cod on a Cod Fishery, 
shot of the lines, and often take ten score. A small boat’s company often make £100 in six 
months, by fishing for Cod. 

There is a good market. The steamers take the fish regularly to Liverpool. 

The fishing banks are very well stocked with fish. The best are off Malinhead ; but the 
fishermen cannot fish witli safety on the good banks in winter. 

Hugh Falls stated, that Cod fish are in great plenty near the shore.* 

One boat brought in on the 26th, eight dozen of Cod, taken in one shot of lines. 

Salmon, during the season, might be taken in Church Bay, Ilathlin Island. They are The Sea Salmon 
seen leaping in the water, and in large numbers ; but the general fishermen are not suffered Fishery, 
iiy tJie land proprietors to take Salmon there, or near the shore of the mainland. 

Glassen, and several other fish, are also very abundant on the coast. 

There may be a good Herring fishery in August and September; but the boats are too Herriiw Fishery 
small to carry nets. ° 

In the Lobster fishery the yawl is used; and two men are employed in each, using the Lobster Fislieiy. 
wicker-work traps, and fishing round the Skerries, and along the shore by the Causewa}-. 

Sometimes they go to Rathlin Island. 

At Malinhead there is a very good fishery. 

Lobster fishing commences on the 1st of June, and ends in December. 

Five dozen a-day is good fishing, but more are often taken. 

Lobsters are sent to Liverpool by tlie steamers ; and, after deducting all expenses, they 
realize for the fishermen about 10s. a dozen. 

By the sale of Crabs and Lobsters in England, and by the sale of small fish at home, one 
boat has made in a season £100. 

If the steamers be not ready, the fishermen can keep the Lobsters alive for a month or 
longer, feeding tliem with broken fish. They become very tame; but tlieir claws are 
plugged, to prevent them from figliting. 

One hundi-ed boats may obtain supplies of Lobsters on this immediate coast. Tliese Lob- 
sters are considered to be the largest and best flavoured sold in the Liverpool market. 

Hugh Falls stated, that in the last season, (1835,) he sent 960 to a fish dealer in Liver- 
pool, and was to have received lOc?. each. They were all large ; some weighed 4ibs., and 
two weighed 71bs. He was entitled to receive for the whole £40 ; but when the fishery 
was over, the dealer would only pay him £20. However, in this year he made better ar- 
rangements for securing payment of the full price contracted to be given. 

Poi’tnish is filling with sand. Tlie outer part of the pier, to the north. Harbour of Port- 
nas fallen, and the jetty for the steamer has also fallen in. A new jedty is being erected, rusli. 

The receipts of the harbour amount to about £100 a-inonth, and the monthly outlay is £60. 

* On this coast, they are of superior quality, as to flavour. 
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40 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

The fishermen of Portstewart are very industrious, and would become comfortable in their 
circumstances, if the harbour were fit for a good description of boat. , Norway yawls are 
used, as the harbour would not admit.a larger class of boat. The expenditm-e of a small 
sum would make the requisite improvements. 

Loans would be very beneficial. Unless pecuniary aid be given, the condition of the 
fishermen cannot be improved. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

Fairhead, westward. 

In Ballycastle disuict, (from Fairhead to Kenbane,) the sea Salmon fishery is the only 
one of any consequence : it commences in February, and ends in September. The fish 
ai-e taken in Scotch bag-nets. — {^See evidence taken at Cushendall.) There is also some 
trifling rod fishing for Pollock and Lythe : and Lobsters and Crabs of good quality are 

taken with common lobster-pots, from the beginning of May to the close of September 

{Lieut. Shortt, C. G. 0., Ballycastle?) 

At Rathlin Island, small Glassen are caught near the rocks in summer ; and large Glas- 
sen are taken in nets during the winter. This fishing generally ends about Jarmaiy. Lob- 
sters and Crabs of good quality are taken in summer. The fish are chiefly consumed 
in the families of the pei-sons who take them : at present (December, 1835) the supply is 
greater than has been known for the last thirteen years. — {Mr. G. E. Spencer, C. G. O., 
Rathlin Island.) 

On the coast, within the district of Portballintoy, (from Ballycastle district to Bengore- 
head,) Cod, Ling, Conger, and some Turbot, are taken with long lines. Cod and Ling 
are taken at all seasons : the Cod are in prime condition from November to Mai-ch ; Ling 
and Turbot in summer; Codling, Lythe, and Gl^sen, are taken along the shore at ail 
seasons of the year, but are more plenty about harvest time ; some flat fish are also caught 
in that season. From the middle of June to September, the grey Gurnet frequent this 
part of the coast, and are caught in great quantities : from twenty to thirty score have fre- 
quently been taken in a day by one boat, with four men. About thirty boats ai'e engaged 
in this fishery during the season : it is the most productive of the local fisheries, and gives 
most employment ; the labouring classes have but little employment in husbandry, during 
the period it continues. There are only four boats engaged in the long line fishing. 

Lobsters and Crabs, of good quality, are abundant. They are taken in wicker-pots, 
irom June to the end of October, by four of the boat’s crews, engaged in the other fisheries ; 
and whatever quantity may not be required for the local markets, is sent to Liverpool by 

the steam vessels, which pass close along this coast {Lieut. TV. A. Usher, C. G. O., Port- 

iallintoy) 

In the district of Portballintrae, (from Bengnrehead to Dunluce, including the Giant’s 
Causeway,) long line fishing for Cod, Ling, Turbot, Haddock, and Conger, is pursued, on 
a very limited scale, from about November to March or April, as the weather permits. The 
fishing is necessarily limited on this coast, for want of harbours. Six or eight fishennen are 
here employed from about March till September, in taking Lobsters and Crabs for Liver- 
pool market. — {Lieut. TV. Seacole, Portballintrae.') 

The Cod fishery is the most important on this part of the coast, (Portrush district, 
from Dunluce to M‘Gilligan Point, Loch Foyle); it commences in November and termi- 
nates in May. Tlien the flat fish, or Flounder fishery begins, in the shallow sandy bays, 
for which smaller sets of long lines ai-e used ; and this continues till October, with stream- 
ing, (drawing hooks after the boats, baited with the skin of fresh water eels,) for Lythe, or 
Pollock, in the Sounds of the Skerries Islands. Lobster and Crab fishing are carried on in 
the same season. 

The Lobsters and Crabs of this coast are considered the best sent into Livei-pool. 
They are taken in wicker-pots. This mode was introduced about ten years ago, by a 
Coast Guard man at Ballycastle, a native of Plymoutli ; the Isle of Man bag qnd hoop 
net was in use previously: the Norway trap is quite unknown. This fishery is confined to 
the local fishermen, but a smack from Dublin was employed in it for one season, and was 
successful. It employs at present about sixteen men from Portrush, and about six from 
Portstewart. Almost all the Lobsters ai-e sent by steamers to Liverpool, a few only being 
sold in the neighbourhood by the widows of fishermen. Both Lobsters and Crabs exist in 
sufficient abundance to create a very lucrative fishery : the former are sold here at about 
l.s. or Is. Qd. each, and the latter at about 2s. 6d. or 3s. per dozen. 

Tliere are not any Scallops taken on the coast, but they are frequently found on Bally- 
achron Strand, after gales. 

There is an Oyster bank, of about two miles in extent, in tlie Sound of Skerries, partly 
natural. The late Earl of Antrim, forty years ago, caused twenty thousand Carrickfergus 
Oysters to be deposited on this bed, which was considered a royalty, and fishermen were 
employed to dredge on it for his use ; but the ground became so foul, that dredging with row- 
boats no longer «raade an impression, and was abandoned : the bed is covered with sea- 
weed, &c., which should be removed with an iron haiTOw before dredging could be recom- 
menced. However, from the small extent of the bank, it is questionable whether the fish- 
ery would be remunerative ; and it is the public opinion, although there is no prohibition 
against dredging on the bank at present, that if the fishery were to prove advantageous, the 
agent of the Antrim property would demand rent from the fishermen. 
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Tlie fishermen report that they frequently observe the sea at night luminous with Her- 
•nngs. home affirm that they move westward ; others state that they move to east or west, 
according to ndes and wind. These appearances prevail in July, August and September, on 
this coast. I hey would be a guide to fishermen, if they had boats and gear fit for a Her- 
ring fishery. ° 

The fishermen represent that Coal fish and Mackerel have entirely disappeared from this 
coast; and m general fish are not so plentiful, or to be found so near the shore as formerlv. 
About twenty yeai-s ago, fifty Turbots per day were taken on Bengore Bank : thev are 
now .so scarce, that the fishermen seldom visit that bank. Haddocks are said to have been 
banished by trawling. Within these three yearn flat fish have become very scarce. 

The practice of trawling was commenced on this coast within the last five years, by gen- 
tlemen in their yachts ; and during the last two years, two smacks from Derry have been 
constmtly pawling, when the weather permitted. The fishermen in general affirm that 
trawling injures the line fishery very much, from disturbing the fish on the banks, destroying 
die food of the arger fish, cutting up the spaivn of the flat fish, and killing fry. ^le 
U'awlers fish so close to the shore, as to disturb, and in some instances destroy the lines. 
Some affirm that trawling, by turning up the worms on the banks, increases die quantity of 
food, and thereby the quantity of flat fish. But the supply of flat fish on this part of the 
coast has decreased. 



Trawling. 



Beam-trawls are used, and many kinds of fish are taken by them, which are not nsiiallv 
mken with bait, as Soles, Sprats, Sea-bream, Dorees, red (jurnet ; and these are sent to 
.Derry, or by the steamers to Glasgow and Liverpool {Lieut. K. Davison, Portrush.) 

The only fishing boats in Ballyeastle district, are boats used in rod fishing, and in •.ml Gp.,v 
taking Lobsters and Crabs. The only gear now used by the fishermen are rods and lines, 
of very trifling value. Formerly, in taking Salmon, they used draught-nets, for which bag- 
nets have been substituted, by the persons to whom the right of taking Salmon on the coast is 
set — {Lieut. C. Shortt.) 

There aie not any regular fishing boats in Rathlin Island: those used are row-boats 
Thegearisprovidedby the people, and is kept in good repair .—(Mr. Spencer, Rathlin 
Island.) 



In Ballintoy district, tlie boats are all badly equipped in oars, rope, and sails. Tlie 
gear is better, as on that much depends ; the long lines being frequently out three and four 
days, in consequence of stormy weather, by which much geai- is lost. Norway yawls are 
chiefly used, and are well adapted to the coast. The boat and gear cost about £12. Four 
men generally possess a boat in partnership, and each man provides his own gear A set 
of long lines costs £5. 



There are not any nets used, except (the bag-nets) for Salmon— (IteKf. Usher, C. G 0 

Portlallintoij.) ’ 

In Ballintrae district, the boats are in very poor condition: they are small vawls, the 
only boats fit for the small rocky coves which form the haiffiours on this part of 'the coast, 
lliey cost £5, or £6, and are owned in shai'es. The hand lines used, cost about twenty 
shillings each — {Lieut. W. Seacolel) 

The fishing boats, (in Portrush distiict,) are getting old, and are much patched. Two, 
or so, are neai-ly new. The fishing lines are in excellent condition. Tlie boats are the 
property of fishermen in partnership, four in each. 

When tlie Norway trade existed, Drontheim and Christiansand boats were introduced ; 
but they are nearly worn out, and the local boat-builders have entirely failed in imitating 
them. Tliey are alike at both ends, and very low in the centre ; in length twenty feet"; 
breadth, si^x feet ; depth, two feet four inches. The cost of this class of boat, with two lug 
sails, and four oars, is £10. To enable fishermen to pursue the Hen-ing fishery on this rough 
coast, there should be boats of fifteen or twenty tons, thirty-two feet keel, ten feet beam, 
sails; they would cost £70. Such boats are used at 
Wick. Some recommend smacks of thirty tons, ('•\vhich, completed, would cost£200,) cal- 
culated for fishing on Irinistrahul Bank, and curing the fish (Cod and Ling) at sea : a good 
boat, for setting the lines, would be required for each smack. 

The extent of our long lines has been doubled since Cod fish have diminislied on the 
bank : the best steel-hook.s have been employed, and the length of the snoods extended. 
A fisherman’s shai-e, complete, with buoy and rope, costs 25s. or 30s. An improved mode of 
taking Salmon, in the coast fishery, has also been adopted : the old draught salmon net has 
been exploded, and the Scotch bag-net introduced. TTis net is stationary, and the contents 
of the bag are emptied into a boat, the net remaining at its moorings. 

There are not any nets used on this coast, except shrimp-nets, eel-nets, and salmon- 
nets. Tlie liai-bour master procured a share of net from Campbeltown (price £5,) but 
from the smallness of the boats, and the strong tides, none of the fishermen could be 
induced to remain out with it all night in the Channel, and lie returned it. It was thirty- 
five fathoms in length, and two hundred meshes (inch-square) in depth. 

There are not any schools of industry or societies here, in which nets are made. The 
.Salmon fishermen in winter make their nets, and in summer repair them : they obtain the 
twine from Liverpool. No sort of spinning of twine is carried on, nor any manufacture of 
nets, except for Salmon. 

The fishermen make their own lines, and obtain the materials from Coleraine or Liver- 
pool : they are barked. Each fisherman has a long line for Cod, containing sixteen or 

seventeen score of hooks. The length of lines in each boat is about 1,280 fathoms ( Lieut. 

Davison, Portrush.) 

There are, properly speaking, no fishing vessels belonging to this district. Die only fish- 

F 
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ing carried on is by the poorer class of the inhabitants, in small boats, very poorly found in 
fishing gear or materials. — (Alessrs. J. Stewart and W. Delap, Collector and Comptroller of 
Customs, Coleraine.) 

Lug and limpet are used for catching Conger, which is cutup for bait for catching Cod, 
Ling, &c. In tlie summer, when Conger is scarce, the fishermen set their lines on the coast of 
Rathlin Island, where Conger is plenty. — {Lieut Usher.) 

Cowhorn shell-fish, (the buckey or whelk,) is bait for Cod; ling for Turbot ; conger 
for Ling ; shrimps, lug-worm, and sand-eels for flat fish ; grey gurnet, herrings, and flat 
fish for Lobsters. The bivalve, called gigan, (a species of mussel,) is tlte very best bait for 
Cod, and to be found on Magilligan Strand. The cowhorn shell-fish are taken in great 
numbers in Skerries Roads, with lobster-pots, baited with any animal substance. There is 
seldom any scarcity of bait at Portrush. If it should prove scai'ce, the fishermen have only 
to continue the old bait, conger, or substitute limpets, &c., or small codlings taken by 
rod-fislilng ; and the sheU-fish can be preserved alive in stone pots. If the weather be fine, 
bait can always be obtained. Conger will keep fresh for a long time. Bullock’s liver, or 
carrion might be used. 

No mussel banks have been discovered on this station, and mussels are not used; but they 
are found on our beaches after storms, and banks must therefore exist. Beds of gigans, (a 
species of mussel,) must also exist, as these shell-fish are collected in great numbers on the 
shore after gales of wind, and are salted for winter use. — {Lieut. Damson, Portrush.) 

The Salmon fishery on the coast is claimed as the private property of the land proprietors, 
and is rented by individuals {Lieut. Shortt, Balhjcastle.) 

Exclusive privileges on the coast extend only to the Salmon fisheries. 

Regulations are not required here ; there are not any contentions among the fishermen 

{Lieut. Usher, Portballintoy.) 

The line fishermen are opposed to trammel-nets and trawling-nets, but particularly to the 
latter. Tlie Salmon fishermen decry the trammel-net greatly. Lord Mark Kerr does not 
allow nets to be used by fishermen on the strand upon his property. ITie fishermen at 
Portrush had once a conflict with the country people, for using the small-mesh seans ; in con- 
sequence of which, the magistrates ordered these nets to be destroyed. 

As to seasons, it is admitted by all the Lobster fishermen, that in winter the Lobsters ai-e 
in the most prime condition and order ; but, owing to the stormy nature of tlie coast, this 
fisliery cannot be pursued at the proper period ; and, if some regulations be not adopted, the 
species will become extinct. The periods for commencing the other fisheries vary at dif- 
ferent places. Much depends on tlie food of the fish. On Innishowen coast, (east of Do- 
fish are in season, which, at the same time, ai'e out of season on the Portrush 
coast opposite. 

Trawling should not be permitted, but on deep water banks. 

All extension of the powers of the local magistrates, to offences committed at sea,, would 
be important to the Fisheries {Lieut. Davison.) 

The supply of fresh fish is not equal to the demand. Cui ed fish is generally supplied to 
tills jiart of' tlie country from Scotland — {Lieut. TV. Seacole, Fortballintrae.) 

Quantities of di-ied Glassen are imported from Isla.* — {Lieut. TV. A. Usher, Portbal- 
lintoy.) 

I'he principal part of tlie Salmon taken on the coast is exported, by steam-boats, to Scot- 
land and England. The price of it in Ballycastle is from 6d. to Is. per lb. {Lieut. Shortt, 

Balhjcastle.) 

The princii>iil Irish markets to which fish ai-e conveyed from this part of the coast, are, 
Armagh, (in Lent,) distant fifty miles; Coleraine, six miles; Ballymoney, twelve miles ; 
Gai-vagh, thirteen miles; Ballymena, twenty-eight miles. The roads are good, and 
without turnpikes. Carriers purchase the fish for these markets. Liverpool is the great 
mart for the fish taken on this coast, and occasionally Glasgow. The steam-vessels have 
given a great impulse to the Fisheries. Tlie fish are transmitted by them in boxes or 
baskets ; and since they commenced plying from Londonderry and Portrush, the supply of 
fish has never exceeded the demand. 

In Portrush, tlie supply of fresh fisii has always been equal to tlie demand ; but the sup- 
ply of cured fish is deficient, niree tliousaiid three hundred and thirty-one barrels of Her- 
rings have been imported from Wick this season, (1835.) Before the Scotch bounties were 
abolished, about £300 value of grey Gurnet and Cod were imported from Isla; but in the 
last season, the value of Isla-cured fish sent to Coleraine market, did not exceed £50. 

iliere are not any fish cured on this part ol the coast, except a few dozen of Cod and 
Lmg, for the use of gentlemen's families in Lent, and Skate or Conger for the fishermen ; 
or a lew Cod fish, which the state of the weather may occasionally prevent the fishermen 
from exporting fresh, by the steamers. 

Formerly, there were two manufactories of salt in Portrush ; at present, there is not 
one. The supplies are derived from Liverpool {Lieut. Davison^ ' 

Salt from Liverpool can be had here at from 20s. to 25s. per ton. 'Ihere is no salt nia- 
nulactured now on this line of coast : that trade totally failed on the repeal of tlie laws 

affecting it, and the consequent cessation of the Irish protecting duty in 1825-6 {Messrs. 

J. Stewart and W. Delap, Collector and Comptroller of Customs, Coleraine.) 

In Ballycastle district, there is not any distinction observable in the condition of the fish- 
ermen, and working tradesmen or agricultural labourers. With some exceptions, the use 
of ardent spirits is very general, and exists to an injurious extent. The fishermen are cii- 



• Yet Glassen are very abundant on the coast. — (See Fisheries.) 
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On Rathlin Island, tliere are not any persons who live by fishin? ; the inhabitants chiefly 
subsist on the produce of their little fai-ms. The rent is from £ 1 1 05 to £4 an acre accord^ 
mg to the quality of the land, e£bh person holding from five to ten acref-W-Ti 
Spencer.) ■ y-i . 

Rathlin is about seven miles long, and one and a-half broad; the Rev Robert Gane 
propnetor and rector; the inhabitants about one thousand ; the farms small ; the natmeof 
the soil variable— in general rocky and barren. The rental of tile whole is, I should think, 
about £1000 per annum — {Unsigned Return from Ballvcastle.) 

In Portballiutoy district, the fishermen are in the same condition as the other working 
classes , and ai dent spirits are not used to an injurious extent. ° 

Po'^ln *f”fi ■'i™ Sro""'! f“- potatoes, paying a rent of from 

£2 10s. to £4 an acre for stubble land ; the landlord ploughing theVouid, and the fisher- 
men ,;g,ply,ng manure, planting the seed, weeding, and taking up the crop. In these easS 

the dtference between the rent, tithe, and cess, paid by thl lifndholdei?, and tfe sum re: 
ceived under the con-acre system, would not be more than a remuneration for their share 
of the labour in preparing the soil ; but their land is manured for the succeeding crop. Without 
the con-acre system, a thrifty fisherman could not support his family here.— (£ KsScr ) 

Ihe morals and social condition of the fishermen within my district, (Porttush,) appear 
to be infeiior to ftose rfthe working tradesmen, but much superior to agricultural laboiFreis 
of every description The fishermen hold a middle rank. The use of ardent spirits does 
not prevail among them to an injurious extent; they are fully more temperate than the 
Sihkey drinidiig ^ Society has reclaimed one or two who' were addicted to 

The fehermm at Portrash are constantly engaged in fishing of some sort, both in summer 

vaclr”™ in S co»‘t S employed during summer in gentlemen's 

yachts, or m the coast Salmon fishery;, fish not being so plentiful there as to employ all the 
fishermen At Barmouth die fisheries can only be pursued for three months 5n summer 
of tfis bar ; and it is only flat fish that are taken there. ' 

occupies four or five acres of land, is much superior 
to that of the fisherman who does not possess any; as, in the winter season, when fehing 
IS often interrnpted by gales of wind, the occupier of land can afford to live more comforta! 

cimforlbfT“‘*”‘'\- ? ° '".lio imtisess land, occupy far more neat, clean, and 

comfortaMe houses, which arc better furnished; but the pilot fishermen, from having other 
souices of emolument, have a still better quality of houses. * 

Land is generally held on the same terms by fishermen mi by the farmeis ; but it is pro- 
f,™ers f > “n'h «*erman's land will exceed that of the small 

otke, mea“s considered tliat the land is for his accommodation, and that he has 

The fishermen here obtain potato-ground, without rent; as the manuring and cultivation 
of d by them, malte it yield a superior crop to the farmer in the next seasin. 

ihe boats m the winter fishery at Portrush, (four fisheimen are generally concerned in 
each boat,) realize about £100 each; and those at Portstewart, about £50. ^The summer 

StouTi™ o=“ded by their sons,) produce 

uncMteii'^" ^ ' Portrush ; bnt the produce of those at Portstewm't and Bamionth is 

There are no hired fishemen, for the general coast Fisheries, except as substitutes in 
cases of sickness; but for the coast Salmon fishery, men are hired for the season, at about 
thr^ guineas each, with the perquisite of any flat fish taken in the nets. 

ihe annual earnings of thrifty fishermen are competent to support their families Fish 
and potatoes are their general food. iaiiiiiies. risii 

The condition of the fishermen would, in my opinion, be much improved, if they were 

the f T'° f™“ * r’ “c ?• ““ ■"•'cc cveiy land proprietor, with an estate on 

the coast, has formed a fishing town. 

The aged and infirm fishermen are entirely supported by their cliildren and relatives • all 
leimawy^ fishermen s faroihes follow their fathers avocation ; and all the families in- 

When a fisherman dies, his share in the boat and gear is valued by arbitrators, and the 
amount of the award is paid to the widow or family, by the other partners. 

Uiavitable col ections ai-e sometimes made for fisbeimen’s widows. They also receive if 
very poor, a small pittance from the church collections. There are only three of them witli- 
m this station. — {Lieut. Davison^ 

TJere are neither ban funds nor benefit societies on tliis part of the coast. ( The Re- 
spective Coast Guard Officers’ Returns^ '' 

In Portrush, most oi the fishermen are connected with Freemason Societies, without de- 
n ^ng any benefit from them. There_ is a savings bank in Coleraine ; but none of the fislier- 
men have invested money m it. Their accumulations have been expended in building small 
foTthe^lot^*”^^^^^’ gi'ound for wliicli some pay U. a-foot, and others pay 2^. 6i^. a-year 

loans from tlie late Fishery Board; but assistance in loans 
K procure double sets of lines, 

one to be baited while the other is set. Without loan funds, the fishermen of this port will 
® adequate for the Herring fishery on tliis coast. Small 

sums only ought to be granted to poor fishermen. — {Lieut. Davison.) 

F2 



Loan Funds and 
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Carrickfergus 
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COUNTY DONEGAL. 
LmidondeTry, January 2, 1836. 



Boats and Gear. 

Fishermen lost off 
Iiinishowen Hoad. 



Boats for Line 
Fishiiifr. 



Largo Boats of be- 
nefittotlie Fishers. 
Supply of Fisli. 

Fishing Banks. 



Trawling. 

Bait. 

Sand-eels taken 
with reaping hooks. 



Mussels. 



The Herring Fish- 
ery. 



Habits of Her- 
rings. 



Examining Commissioner — John Jagoe, Esq. 

PuKSENT — Sir Robert Ferguson, Bart. M.P», for Londonderry; Aldermen Kennedy, Dycee, 
and Hill ; Major B.abingxon, Captain Stew.irt, Wm. K. M'Clinxocic, and other persons. 

Witnesses — Daniel Haul-int), Mr. Devlin, and George Colhoun. 

rite Norway yawls, used by the local fisliermen, are good boats on a rough coast, where 
boats should be haided up ; but larger boats would be of more advantage in bad weather. 

On one day, twenty-five men were lost off Innishowen Head, wind at N. W. The squall 
was heavy ; was in a vessel going down Loch Foyle on the same day, and had to take 
in sail. If the fishermen had a larger description of boat, he believes that they would 
have withstood the storm the day the boats were lost. 

For line-fishing, a fifteen or twenty-ton boat would answer; a larger boat would be too 
heavy, unless for trawling. A boat of from thirty-five to forty tons is the b^t for that pur- 
pose. 

File men on this coast could not manage lines in twenty-ton boats, unless instructed ; a 
little practice would bring them in. ' 

1 he introduction of large boats would be of great benefit, for piloting and fishing. — {Da- 
niel Harland.) 

At Greencastle, in 1832, boats brought in from ten to twelve dozen of Cod, after a shot 
of four hours ; they were sold at from 5s. to 6.?. per dozen {Daniel Harland.) 

Ihere is a large bank to the north of Loch Foyle, extending from fifteen miles east of 
Innistrahul, to about_ twenty west of it. On this there is good fishing; but it would be ne- 
cessaiy to have a thirty-ton smack placed there, for the protection of the small fishing 
boats, in case bad weather should come on. At present, the fishermen are frequently obliged 
to run for liai'bour, in a gale, and leave their lines shot. Tlie smacks should be manned 
by Skerries fishermen, as the local fishermen are unacquainted with the proper modes of 
fishing. — {Captain Stexvart.') 

Trawling in the Loch is injurious at any season, and should be prevented, from within 
a line drawn from Innishowen Head to MagOligan Point. 

The bait used for Cod, is the conger-eel and whelk (buckey.) 

TJie sand-eel is used for Flounders, and taken on the beach with reaping hooks ; never 
heard of sean-nets for catching sand-eels-J: 

T he use of sand-eel nets on this coast would be of great benefit, as a regular supply of 
such bait would increase the fishery. 

Mussels are abundant in Locli Foyle, but ai-e never used as bait. In four or five hours a 
boat might be loaded with them by dredging; but they are not used as food, except occa- 
sionally by the fishermen — {Danid Harland.) 

A trader, who has been concerned in the - Fisheries, stated, that the boats employed by 
the fishermen in the Foyle, are not sufiicient to prosecute tlie Herring fishery with any 
chance of success. Both they and the nets are defective in size, and not adapted to fishing 
in the ofRng, or outside the headlands of the loch, which is the proper fishing ground in 
the months of July and August. 

It is only on tlie eve of their leaving the coast, that Herrings are got in rivers. In genera! 
the large shoals keep the offing until they are near spawning. 

On tile east coast of Scotland, the boats go to sea in the fii-st of the season, from fifteen to 



* Not all regular Fishermen. 

t No regular fishermen. The boats arc used by some farmers, who fish occasionally, two or foua 
in each boat. '' 

i See Clonakilty Evidence, County Cork — mode of taking Sand-eels with draught-nets. 
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twenty miles, where they meet the Herrings, and take large quantities of them : wlien near to 
the shore, they scarcely take any. I have always found that when the fish come near to 
the shore, they were on the eve of starting. Tlie boats employed in Herring fishing on 
tliat coast, are from twenty-four to twenty-eight feet keel, rigged wherry fashion, with main- 
sail, foresail, and jib, and will take in from fifty to eighty baiTels. The cost of one of 
them, with the regular quantity of nets, all complete, is from £60 to £70. 

Is strongly of opinion, that it would require at least from twenty to thirty such boats, say 
from the Skerries to Malinhead, to fish with success ; and that, if boats to that amount were 
tried there, they would be as successful as on the Scotch coast. 

The Irish Herrings are much better in quality, and bring higher prices in the Scotch 
markets thj^n Herrings caught in Scotland. 

The supply of cured Herrings here is from Scotland, and equal to the demand. The 
quantity consumed is from 8000 to 10,000 barrels each season. The supply of dried Cod 
fish is from Orkney and Shetland ; quantity consumed from fifteen to twenty tons. The 
pi-ice of the Herrings is 18s. per barrel, and of the dried Cod fish, from 18s. to 205. per cwt. 

At Killybegs Herrings ai-e curedin bulk, in stores and in houses, and exported to whatever 
markets are thought best. The quality of the fish is very much hurt by the way in which 
they are cured; so much so, that they ai-e not saleable in many markets at any price. 

Killybegs is not the only, place on the north-west coast, where large quantities of Her- 
rings have been cured for distant markets. 

They are cured in bulk, ungutted, and in the vessel’s hold, while the land-curers pack 
theirs in like manner in houses. None of them are gutted, or cured in barrel, which is the 
reason of their being in low esteem. They ai-e much better than those taken on the Scotch 
coast, and, if cured in a proper manner, would bring a higher price by the bairel. 

There is a difference of 85 . per ban-el between gutted and ungutted fish. The latter 
will not sell in some markets at almost any reduction. 

Has been often at Wick in Scotland, and at Killybegs. Never saw so much Herrings as 
at Killybegs. A few good boats properly fitted out, would load all the vessels in a few 
nights. 

The fishermen at Killybegs are at present badly provided. The boats are not of a proper 
description, and in bad order. 

The men generally shoot their nets and go to bed; when they retui-n in the morning, the 
nets are so full of fish that it is with difficulty they are hauled in, and not shook at sea ; 
they are all brought in on board in aheap, which is injurious to the fish. 

Twenty thousand pounds worth of Herrings were cured last season, and fifteen hundred 
carts of fresh Herrings in one day have been taken into the interior for home consumption. 

If there were stores and curing sheds at Killybegs, the fishery would be encouraged, as 
several persons would be induced to go there to cure fish. 

In Scotland that accommodation is provided. Tlie charge for the use of a shed in Scot- 
land for the six weeks of the fishery is eighteen pounds, and there is not sufficient room. 

Sheds and stores at Killybegs would yield high rents. 

At present the salt is taken there in barrels, which remain on the beach exposed to the 
weather, and in bad weather this occasions great inconvenience ; yet Killybegs Herrings, 
properly cured, sell even higher in Scotland tfian the fish taken tliere. 

Unless a good class of boat is procured for the fishery, and large nets, no very extensive 
fishing can be carried on. 

A boat of ten tons, which would cost £60, would answer. 

The fishermen could pay for such boats in five years or less. In one season, they could 
pay for them, if the fishery was successful. 

Englishmen should be sent to instruct the local fishej-men how to use good boats and 
nets. 

There is a summer Herring fishery off the Donegal coast; but no one ever tried to fish 
for Herrings in the deep sea. The present boats and nets would not answer. 

He thinks there would be a good summer fishing in the deep sea, wherever the Galway 
and Killybegs Herrings are during the smnmer. 

He thinks it would be very desirable to ascertain whether such a fishery would be avail- 
able ; and, in his opinion, the Government should make the experiment. 

He considers that the branding of Herrings in Scotland produces no good effects, and 
that the curer’s brand is more regai-ded than the public one. — {Mr. Devlin.) 

Unless the Oyster fishing is protected in Loch Foyle, the supply will soon be exhausted. 

At present the fishermen dredge in the summer months, and send Oysters by the steamers 
to Liverpool. 

The Oyster fishing should commence the 1st of October, and end the 1st of April. — 
{Mr. Devlin.) 

Colhoun introduced Lobster fishing off Innishowen ; killed from twenty to thirty dozen a- 
day off CuldafF; sold Lobsters, in 1832, at 2s. 6cl. per dozen, but gave up the fisliing in 
the end of 1832 ; and since, there has been no Lobster fishing on the CuldafF coast. 

He used rod-pots entirely. 

The season begins in April, and ends in September; but four months is as long a period 
as the fishing can be pursued.* 

If a boat were well fitted out, with thirty or forty pots, and four men, it would make, at 
the lowest calculation, in the season of four months, £60. ITiis would be the gain, if the 
sales were made in Ireland. 

* See page 42 — Lieut. Davison’s statement as to Winter Fishing for Lobsters. 
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If the Lobsters were sold in Liverpool, they would bring double the sum, after paying 
all expenses. Lobster fishing may be much extended. — ( George Colhoun.') 

Tlie fisliermen want enterprize, and are very negligent ; and, farther westward, thev 
know still less of fishing. 

Mr. M‘Clintock recommends that a bounty be given, to encourage the Fishery. 

J^. Devlin stated that, in his opinion, as a bounty could not be received until after the 
fishing, a loan would be necessary, to enable the' fishermen to make the outfit, and should 
be given in the first instance. 

He thinks that the bounty was doing a great deal of good in Ireland, and many were se- 
verely injured by its withdrawal. It was taken away because of the jealousy of the Scotch, 
who petitioned for that purpose, though they enjoyed it twenty-two years before it was 
given to Ireland. The Scotch Fisheries have not themselves been benefited by the with- 
drawal of tlie bounty. — (Mr. Devlin.') 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

From Magilligan Point to Greencastle. 

The fisii taken are Turbot, Ling, Cod, Herrings, Salmon, flat fish, and Oysters. Turbot, 
• at all seasons when the weather permits to go to Hampton’s Bank ; Cod and Ling, at all sea- 
sons; Hemugs, from August till November; Salmon from May till the middle of August; 
flat fish, in the summer months ; Turbot, Cod, and Ling, are taken by long and hand lines ; 
Herrings by drift-nets ; Salmon, formerly by draught-nets, but at present on the coast, 
and even at the entrance of Loch Foyle, the bag-net is used, and from Culmore to Derrv, 
stake-nets, which are considered illegal. Oysters are dredged from September to the end 
of April. Die Turbot and Cod fishing gives great employment; but the dredging for 
Oystem employs most men. — ( The Rev. J. W. Staples, Upper Movillei) 

There are two trawl-boats, which were established last year; they ti’awl outside Loch 
Foyle on the bank, and on Magilligan Strand. No effect is as yet observable; buta small boat, 
which trawls at Culmore, is supposed to do much injury, as it takes smdl Turbot, Cod, 
Plaice and Soles. 

Last season, two boats which trawled on Magilligan Strand, took lai-ger quantities of Soles 
tlian were ever known to be taken. T nrbot are not as plentiful this season ; but the weather 
may be tlie cause {Rev. J. W. Staples.) 

Great injury is done by taking the young fish in the loch with long lines ; since this prac- 
tice commenced, I have remarked, that Cod ai-e getting scarce {Collector of Customs, 

Greencastle.) 

On this coast small row-boats ai’e entirely used. Little improvement has taken place 

{Robt. M^Corlicll, Boat-builder, Greencastle.) 

Boats are generally in good order, particularly those which go to the banks ; but the 
boats used in 'Loch Foyle, are old and in bad order. Many of the boats were built in Nor- 
way, some of which are raised on; tlieycan-y small spritsails. I have frequently seen eighty 
boats dredging for Oysters, with four men in each. 

All improved method of taking Lobsters has been adopted with success. Cork hookers, 
or Rush wherries, strongly built, would answer better than the present boats, as they could 
keep to sea in all weather — {Rev. J. W. Staples.) 

A liglit four-oared boat, twenty-two feet long, five feet six inches wide, would cost from 
£6 to £8. I consider this the best description, if well built, which is not the case here, as 
even the five men find it difficult to pay for a boat of the cheapest kind. It would be a 
saving, it they could purchase a good copper-fastened boat, value £9 or £i0. 

Trawl and lobster-nets are made of one and a-half inch mesh; a complete trawl, thirty- 
eight feet beam, costs from £24 to £26. Hen-ing-nets for one boat, ai'e from eiglity to 
a hundred fathoms long, and ten feet deep. For spinning and twisting twine, per Ib., 4c?. ; 
nettin^ier yard of sixty meshes wide, Herring-nets ai'e made by the fishei-men’s fami- 
lies. Fourteen lbs. of hemp are required for one share of hen-ing-net, cost 9s. 4<f. ; for sbin- 
nmg and twisting, 4.S. 8(?. ; for netting, 10.9.; black rope, Is.; bladders for buoys. 2s.; 

woollen yarn, for setting to rope, 2s.; barking, Is.; total, £l 10s {Collector of Customs, 

Moville.) 

For Cod, the bait is the cowhorn, pr buckey (whelk); eel, cod, and fresh hen-ing, are 
used as bait for Turbot; and for all kinds of flat fish, lugs, which ai’e got in plenty aloiio- the 
strands at low water. ° 

There are natural mussel banks in the loch {Collector of Customs, Moville.) 

I here are banks of blue mussels in Loch Foyle, but mussels are only taken by the people 
for their own consumption. ^ 

There is no want of a supply of buckles (whelks) in Loch Foyle {Rev. J. W. Staples.) 

It IS my opinion, that the long line and trawl fishing should be restrained within Loch 
Foyle, or from Greencastle to Derry. 

Diere are no regulations at present, but are very much required. The local magistracy 
ai-equite sufficient for the protection of the Fisheries — ( Collector of Customs, Greencastle.) 

There are natural Oyster beds all through Loch Foyle ; they are open to the public, but 
claimed by the Irish Society ; but the claim is not recognised by the public. Boats should 
be prevented from dredging from September to April. 

Die ti-awling at Culmore, and the stake-nets there, and above it, are most injurious to the 
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Fisheries. The trawling is fatal to sea fisheries, and the stake-nets to the Salmon 
fishery. 

The Irish Society claim an exclusive privilege to the fishery, but, as yet, have not been 
able to establish it. I fish on the Glebe shore of Upper Sloville, and other proprietors 

along the coast fish on their own land; cannot say what regulations would be necessary 

{Rev. J. W. Staples^ 

The markets ai'e Liverpool and Glasgow, to wliich steamers ply from Londonderry, and Markets and 
a good deal of fish is sold in Deny, and in the counties of Antrim, and Tyrone ; it is Curing, 
generally sold to intermediate dealers, and has never exceeded the demand. Since 
steamers were established, Turbot are sold at from 2s. to 4s. each ; Cod, from 1 Otf. to 20rf. ; 

Herrings, from 3s. id. to Is. 6c?. per hundred. 

Scotch Herrings, and Shetland Ling, are frequently imported into Derry. 

Fish is not cured here. — {Rev. J. W. Staples.) 

ITie quantity of fish has never exceeded the demand. 

The supply of fish is good ; none has been cured since the bounty was withdi’awn. 

Cod sell at from 3s. to 3s. Qd. per dozen in summer ; ditto, from 5s. &d. to £1 per dozen in 
winter ; Turbot, 12s. to £l lOs. in summer ; ditto, 30s. to £3 in winter ; Sole, from Zd. to 
5(7. per lb. ; Flounder, \d. per lb. ; Herrings, from 2s. 6c?. to 8s. per hundred, (120). No fish 
cured. — {Collector of Customs, Greencastle.) 

Tlie price of lai-ge Oysters is now 1 2s. per thousand ; small, 7s. 6c?. ; it was lately 1 Os. for 
laj’ge, and 5s. for small. They are now sent to Liverpool, Glasgow, Derr}', and the coun- 
ties of Derry, Tyrone, and Anti-im, for sale. , 

Lobsters are sold from 6s. to Is. per dozen {Rev.J. W. Staples.) 

Habits and morals of fishermen much the same as the other country people; they use Condition of Fish- 
ardent spirits at times to great excess after hard work at sea : but they do not take spirits ermen. 
out with them. I do not know of any who have not land. Their families are employed 
like other labourers; during the di-edging season they are employed in that way, and when 
the weather permits, they go to Hampton’s Bank. If the fishermen had large boats, in 
which they could live,, and keep to sea, they might employ much more time in fishing. 

Con-acre is unknown in this neighbourhood {Rev. J. W. Staples.) 

llie fishermen ai'e lounging about when not fishing, which causes laxness of morals and 
heedlessness of circumstances, very prejudicial to their families. 'ITiey generally consider 
ardent spirits as necessar}-, but not to so injurious an extent as formerly. Most of the fisher- 
men have small pieces of land, which I consider veryprejudicial to the soil and to the fisher- 
man. On the present system, the fisherman who has land is best off ; but there is much room 
for improvement. The industrious fisherman is employed all the year, when the weather 
permits. 'Flie land adjacent to the coast is let very high. The condition of fishermen 
would be improved by bringing them into villages, and instructing them in trades; as the 
weatlier favourable for farming is also best for fishing. The earnings of a thrifty fisherman 
would be sufficient on this coast to support his family {Collector of Customs, Moville^ 

About one-third only of the time of the fishermen is spent in fishing ; if they bad proper 
boats and geai’, two-thirds might be profitably employed. The fishermen who have land 
are best off. Disabled fishermen have no support, but their own resources, and that of their 
relations. \Vhen fishermen are drowned, their families receive temporary support by sub- 
scrijitions ; generally speaking, the earnings of a fisherman are not sufficient to support his 
family. 

In this district, poverty, to a great extent, exists, in the best seasons, fi-om about March to 
August ; and when the crops (especially the potato) ai'e bad, famine is sure to follow. The 

only relief that is obtained is meal got on credit at most extravagant prices {Robert 

M^Corkcll, Moville.) 

There are no loan funds or benefit societies in this district; the loan fund of the late Loan Funds and 
Fishery Board, it is considered, did not improve the condition of the fishermen. The thing Benefit Societies, 
was not well managed. It is dangerous to lend to the lower orders, as they are veiy impro- 
vident {Collector of Customs, Greencastle.) 

It does not appear that the withdrawal of the late Fishery loan fund produced any differ- 
ence as to the difficulty of obtaining fishing materials. If a regular loan fund was established, 
it would save the fishermen from the high charges at present made for credit. — {Rev. J. W. 

Staples.) 

In this district there were only one or two sums borrowed from tlie late Fishery Board ; 
these happened to fall into very bad hands. At present fishermen are often obliged to lose 
a great part of their time, for want of materials to enable them to go to fish, and they can- 
not get credit almost on any terms {Robert M^Corkell, Moville.) 



Portmore and Culdaff, January 1, 1836. 

Ex.\mining CoMMissioNEn — J ohn Jagoe, Esq. 

Witnesses — Thomas Dunlop, Esq., Inspecting Commander Coast Guard; Geokge Young, Esq. 
of Culdaff; and Mr. Geokge Batchelor, Coast Guard Officer, Malinhead. 

Ml-. George Young stated that he purchased at Culdaff, on the preceding day, one do- The Fisheries, 
zen of Cod, weighing, on an average, 201bs. each, for 65. Tlie largest weighed 24lbs. ; 
the smallest 171bs. 

There is a vei-y productive Cod fishery on this coast ; but tlie boats are small and not 
fit to stay out in bad weather. 
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It was stated on this coast, that seals have destroyed a Salmon fislieiy which existed 
»ome years ago in fstrabargy Bay; and that the late Mr. Harvey, of Malin Hall, con- 
structed a meshing-net for taking seals, to protect the Salmon, and had it used with suc- 
cess until his death. 

Tlie only harbour in CuldafF at present is a river, which the boats cannot enter at low 
' tT be of great service, and may be made at a small expense. 

Mr. Batchelor stated, that the pier of Portmore is not used by the fishermen of the 
place, even ior hauling up boats to it. 

In fine weather, the draw m the harbour is very great ; and in bad weatlier, the place 
•cannot be approached. ^ 

In Jdy last, (1835,) a vessel, the first that ever entered the harbour, remained but one 
tide. Ihe draw was so great, that she broke her cables, and would not enter again. 

At another time a boat, loaded with bricks, sought shelter in the harbour, but wa« 
obliged to leave, and would not enter a second time. 

The harbour has not in any way improved the trade of the district. There is no house 
near it, nor a boat belonging to it. 

The bottom of the harbour is a bed of uneven rock ; and, in its present rough state no 
boats can lie in safety wheh the tide ebbs. 

There is a slip for hauling up boats, but it is so steep that it cannot be used for the pur- 
pose tor which it was intended. ^ 

Mr. Dunlop confirmed this statement, and observed, that any extension would be a 
wfuste of money. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

Loch Foyle to Loch Swilly. 

The best_ Cod fishing is from the middle of December to the end of January ; the best 
lurbot fishing is in August, September, and October; the Herring fishing is in August, 
and again from the middle of November to the beginning of Febriiaiy. Tlie fish taken in 
August are generally of a finer and larger kind — {Lieut. E. Harvey, C. G. O., Portredford 
The general fishing, from the 1 st of March to the 1st of June, is with hand lines ; from 
the 1st of June to the 1st of September, Cod are taken with long lines ; from the 1st of 
September to the 1st of December, Turbot are taken with long lines, which are used for 

takuiig Cod and Glassen until the 1st of Mai-ch (ilfr. Batchelor, C. G. 0., Malinhead.) 

In the month of April and beginning of May, hand and long lines are both used, and the 
latter are by much the more productive. — {Lieut. E. Harvey.') 

On thi.s coast, (Dunaff Head, north of Loch Swilly,) the Cod fishe^ is the most pro- 
ductive. Herring fishing is commenced about Christmas, and ends in ^^ebruai-y — CZicuf 
2’. W. Poynter.) ’’ ^ 

Lmg are taken with long lines, from June to September {Mr. Dunlop, R N In- 

specting Commander C. G., Came, Loch Swilly:) 

Lobsters would be found in abundance here, if the fishery were attended to. There are 
many taken at low water of spring tides, in holes in the rocks ; and for the last two years 
they have been taken in lobster-pots. This fishery would turn out well, if followed'^ pro- 
{lerly. Lobsters ai-e sold here at from 4t^. to 8d. each, and Crabs at Is. or Is. 6<f. per do- ' 
zefi — {Lieut. E. Harvey, Portredford.) 

In Malinhead district, Lobsters and Crabs are taken only in the clefts of rocks, nie 
formoi- are scarce ; the latter abundant. — {Mr. Batchelor.) 

Fishermen from Scotland fish witli great advantage for Lobsters and Crabs, from Innis- 

howeii Head to Innistrahul Island {Mr. Dunlop.) 

There is no trawling on the coast between Loch Foyle and Loch Swilly .— The Respective 
Officers' replies.) ^ 

Ilie fishermen complain that the practice of leaving long lines on the banks and other 
good fishing grounds, at improper times, (thereby picking up the mother fish,) has greatly 
diminished the take of fish along this coast. They say that fish about the time of spawn- 
ing will not rise off the ground to the bait of hand lines, but will take that of long lines it 
being on the ground. — {Lieut. E. Harvey, Portredford.) * 

III Malinhead district, the fishermen complain of the use of foot-nets, and of sheets and 
blankets, for draught-nets in creeks, which destroy the young fish during the harvest 
iiiontlis — {Mr. Batchelor.) ^ 

T he boats in Portredford district, which go out to the distant banks, are generally in good 
lypair ; but there are many old boats in bad repair, used in fine weather along the shore. 
All the boats are the property of fishermen, each hetd in shares by from two to eight per- 
sons. They are four-oar boats, fitted with one spritsail; some have square stems; but the 
greater proportion are sharp forward and aft, (Norway yawls,)— they cost from £8 to £1 1 
No .sort of boat would answer here, but such as coulS easily be hauled up by the crew in 
the different boat ports. ‘ 

'T'l Herring-nets and fishing-lines, generally speaking, may be said to be in good repair. 
Ihe nets are held m shares or stands, and each share is about ten or eleven fathoms long 
aud trom 102 to lOti meshes deep, made on a stick about U inch broad. Such a net costs 
ii, or ±,1 is. 1 here are, however, some nets with much smaller meshes, used in taking 
Herrings required for bait. The lines are forty fathoms long. Both nets and lines are 
made m the fishermen’s families ; none are made in schools or societies ; and the twine is 
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spun by the families, some from flax, and some from hemp. Nets made from flax do not 
last more than a year ; those made from hemp last two or three years ; theyare not barked. 

{Lieut. E. Harvey^ 

In Mallnhead district, the boats are in tolerably good condition. The boats complete, 

With geai-, cost £14 or £15 they ai-e twenty-two or twenty-three feet in length six feet 
m beam, and two feet two Inches in depth. The nets and lines are made in the fishermen’s 
families ; they are not barked or tarred {Mr. Batchelor.) 

In Dunaff district, (the coast north of Loch Swilly,) the boats are generally in very bad 
condition ; the fisheiinen being too poor to keep them sea-worthy. They are row-boats, 
and cost from £6 to £9. A larger boat (of ten or twelve tons) would be desirable, but the 
fishermen cannot afford to pay for such a boat. The nets are made by the fishermen and 
families ; but ai-e not barked or tarred — (Lieut. T. W. Poynter, C. G. O., Dunaff- 

Sand-eeU (taken along the strand,) and Conger, (taken with lines,) are used as bait for Bait. 

1 urbot. b or Cod, the most general bait is the shell-fish called buckey, (whelk,) which 
are obtained here, by letting down a kind of flat basket, with a Cod’s head fast in it ; but 
it IS considered that Hening is the best bait. Mussels are sometimes taken on the fishing 
hooks. — {Lieut. E. Harvey, Portredford^ 

buckey, lug-worms, limpets, and sand-eels, are used as bait 

for Cod, Ling, and Haddock : conger is used for Turbot. Tliere are not any mussels 

{Mr. Batchelor.) ^ 

The baits used (in Dunaff district) ai'e sand-eels, herrings, and lug-worms. One shilling 
a-day is paid by the fishermen to persons who dig up the lug-worms and sand-eels {Lieut. 

T. W. Poynter.) 

The families of the fishermen generally collect the bait at a distance of about four miles. 

{Mr. Dunlop, Cam, Loch Sioilly() 

It might benefit the Fisheries to prohibit long line fishing during the spawning season, as Regulations as to 
the use of long lines at that period tends to diminish the supply of fish, by capturing those Modes of Fishing, 
about to spawn. It might also be proper to prevent fishing for Herrings with nets having Fishery rights, and 
the meshes too small. Public Order. 

Mr. Young of Cuidaff, the proprietor of the land along the shore, exercises an exclusive 
privilege of fishing on the strand for about a mile and a quarter south-east from the 
entrance of Cuidaff river ; but he does so, principally for the protection of his Salmon 
fishery. — {Lieut. E. Harvey.) 

The fishermen, in Malinhead district, desire that a stop be put to the use of foot-nets, and 
of sheets or blankets, (used in creeks,) as being destructive to the young fish. 

The proprietor of the land on the shore, between Portmore and Sandyport, claims an 

exclusive right to the strand over an extent of four or five hundred yards, for usine nets. 

{Mr. Batchelor.) 

An exclusive right of fishing is exercised in Bunyan Bay, by the proprietor of the land. 

{Lieut. T. VT. Poynter.) 

I am of opinion that a stop should be put to the use of foot-nets. They have occasioned 
much contention, and several breaches of the peace : no other contentions have arisen in 
this district among the fishermen {Mr. Dunlop.) 

(^rn is the principal market, (for Portredford district,) and the roads to it are tolerably Markets and 
good. Latterly, fish have been sent to Moville, and thence to Liverpool by the steam ves- Curing 
aels : pei-sons from Moville buy the fish for exportation, in the fishing towns. 

Ihe local supply of fresh fish, in fine weather, is generally equal to the demand. Cured 
Herrings are brought from Scotland. 

Tui'bot are usually sold by the fishermen, at from 2.?. to 5 j. each ; and Cod, from M. to 

U. Much higher prices have been given, when there has been a great demand for Liver- 
pool market. Heirings are sold at from Si. Qd. to 8s. tlie ‘hundred, and are retailed at from 
fid. to 9d. the dozen. 

Herrings, Cod, Ling, and grey Gurnet, are cured, but only for the local mai-ket, although 
a portion may be carried occasionally to Londonderry. 

There is not any public accommodation for curing provided. Herrings are barrelled on 
a very small scale. The supply of salt is obtained in Londonderry, at £1 3s. Ad., or 
£l 6s. %d. per ton. — {Lieut. E. Harvey.) 

The roads to markets from the fishing towns in Malinhead district, are tolerably good. 

Turbot are sent to Moville, and thence by steam vessels to Liverpool. 

The following^ is an estimate formed of the value of fish sold fresh, brought into each 
fishing harbour, in Malin district : — 

Malin Well, 23 boats, at £45 each, £1035 

Portmore, 4 do. do. 180 

Portlorgan, 4 do. do. 180 

Portorowen, 4 do. do.' ... ... ... 180 

Innistrahul Isle, 6 do. at £30 each, 180 



Turbot are sold fresh by the fishermen at from 1 s. toi^s. fid. each ; Cod and Ling, 3s. to 8s. 
perdozen; and Glassen, Is. 8d. to 4s. tlie dozen. ' 

About forty tons of Cod, Ling, Glassen, and Conger, are cured. Cod and Ling, cured, 
ai-e soldat from 4s. to 6s. the dozen; and Glassen, af from 3s. to 5s. fid. the dozen. 

There are no public facilities for curing, and the quality of the fish is thus deteriorated. 
Ihe quality is better now than when the bounties were paid, but the quantity cured is less. 
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50 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

The local supply of fresh and cured fish is not equal to the demand ; and cured Her- 
rings, Cod and Ling, are imported from Scotland. 

Salt costs here, 2s. 8c?. or 3s. per cwt — (iVfr. Batchelor^ 

Hie roads from the fishing totvns in Dunaff distiict are bad. The fish are sold by the 
fishermen in Cam and Buncrana markets. Cod, of 20tb weight, are sold at 6c?. or 8c?. each, 
and Herrings at 3s. 9c?. the hundred. Fish are not cured here {Lieut. T, W. Poynter^ 

Tlie fishermen are unwilling to render any account of the value of fish sold fresh from 
each boat in the year; but I should suppose about £50 for each boat to be a fair mediiim. 
The local supply of fresh and cured feh are not equal to the demand. A considerable 

quantity of Scottish-cured Herrings is aimually imported {Mr. Dunlop, Cam, Lock 

Svnlly^ 

In Portredford district, there are not perhaps more than six or eight persons who are ex- 
clusively fishermen. All the working classes along this coast may be called fishermen, as 
all are fishing occasionally. The use of ardent spirits, (made in this part of the country,) 
does prevail, I am afraid, to an injurious extent. Fishermen have, generally speaking, small 
farms ; and, as the boats used are unfit to stand to sea in bad weather, the 'local fisheries 
would not support the fishermen without some other employment. Potato-ground is given, 
without rent, to any persons who can manure it. — {Lieut. B. Harvey.') 

The general habits and morals of the fishermen in Malin district are good : and ardent 
spirits are not used to an injurious extent. The fishermen in general have a small portion 
of land, and are employed in tilling it, when not fishing : their families are employed in 
spinning flax ; they might themselves be profitably employed in fishing throughout the year, 
weather permitting. 

They hold lands under the same tenures and rents as neighbouring farmers. Tlie price 
of potato-ground in general is three times the price of other tillage land. 

There are thirty-six active fishermen on Innistrahul Island, which is one mile long, and 
a quarter broad, the property of the Rev. B. Harvey ; held in common, (except what is oc- 
cupied by the lighthouse-keeper,) at a rent of £14 a^year. 

When a fisherman dies, the value of his share in the boat is given to his family. Widows and 
children are supported by their own industry, or friends, or by begging. — {Mr. Batchelor.) 

The persons engaged in fishing, within iDunaff district, ai-e so employed only in April 
and August. They mostly occupy lands for potatoes. The average rent of such land is 
about £1 an acre. — {Lieut. T. W. Poynter.) 

Con-acre for potatoes is generally let here, without manure, at £2 an acre, which is 
about one-half more than the average price of land let for farms. — {Mr. Dunlop.) 

Tliere are not either loan funds, savings banks, or benefit societies here. The fishermen 
buy the materials required with ready money. — {Lieut. E. Harvey, Portredford.) 

In Malin district, there are not loan funds, banks, or benefit societies. The loan fund 
of the late Fishery Board permanently improved the condition of such fishermen as obtained 
loans. If loans were given to thrifty fishermen here, they might be repaid in two or three 
vears. There is here no difficulty in getting materials on credit, at fair prices.— (Mr. 
Batchelor.) 

Dunaff district is without loan funds, savings banks, or benefit societies. Fisliermen 
do not obtain materials on credit — {Lieut. T. W. Poynter.) 



Buncrana, January 5, 1836. 

Examining Commissioner — John Jagoe, Esq. 

Present — Charles Norman, Esq.; William K. M'Clintock, Esq. 

•Witness — William Stevens, Boatowner. 

Mr. Stevens is acquainted with fishing about ten years, and is of opinion that fishing 
with lines and trawls has not injured the fishing; has seen shoals of Herrings, from Bel- 
fast to Toiy Island, in March, April, June, and July, some years since ; never saw a boat 
drift for Herrings off Loch Swilly. 

Herrings often enter Loch Swilly in June and July. There has been very little fishing 
of late in winter, or indeed at any season, in the loch. 

Mr. Norman considers that an experiment should be made, to ascertain whether there is 
a summer fishing for Herrings off this coast. 

Mr. Stevens stated, that in Loch Swilly two or three dozen Cod are taken in a shot of 
lines. 

Haddock are so abundant in the loch, tliat two or three dozen can be taken in a day, 
weighing 81bs. or 91bs. each. 

Haddock are sold at Buncrana for 6<?. or 7<?.each. 

The bait used is lug, buckey (or whelks), herring, and scallops. 

There is not a mussel bank in the loch ; scallops are dredged for bait more than for 
food. 

Trawling has been practised in the loch nearly thirty years. Six boats are employed, of 
from eight to ten tons burthen, and they use the beam trawl, generally twenty-six feet long. 

They never trawl outside the headlands. 

A good week’s earnings by trawling would be 15s. ; three men fish in each trawl-boat. 

Trawling begins on the 17th of March, and ends on the 1st of November; is not prac- 
tised at night. 
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The fishermen suppose that they could not take fish at night with trawls.* 

A pier at the mill-river of Buncrana is required. 

Mr. M‘Clintock stated that he would give £500 towards its erection, if Government would 
build one. 



Rathmullen, January b, 1836. 

Examining .Commissioner — John Jagoe, Esq. 

Witnesses — M r. William M'Comnelouge, Boat-builder; James Hagarty; George M'Gowan, 

Edward M'Loughlin; Patrick M'Gowan; Thomas Lowret, and John Gakrat. 

Six hundred families depend entirely on the Herring fishing, and are greatly distressed, The Fisheries, 
by a decrease in the supply of fish. 

In tlie beginning of summer the Herrings sell for IOj. the hundred, and then the price Price of Herrintrs. 
falls to 3s. or. 2s. Qd. 

Seven pounds a man would now be fair earnings in the Herring fishing. 

Very few Mackerel enter the loch, and they are very small. Mackerel. 

Unless Herrings be got close by the rocks, none are taken at present. 

One boat’s crew, about three years ago, took courage, went further out, and loaded in a 
short time. If there were good boats at that time, there would have been a large quan- 
tity of Herrings taken. 

If there were boats for fishing, sufficiently large, they may fish for Herrings to advantage Boats, 
off this pai-t of the coast. 

Boats of from fifteen to twenty tons would answer.. 

The fishermen could pay for .a boat in three years, and it ought to be lent to a whole 
crew. 

The present boats are too small for fishing at sea. 

Building a fishing boat in Loch Swilly, of eighteen feet keel, six feet beam, and two and Cost of Boats, 
a half feet deep, would cost between £8 and £9, if constructed of birch timber and Nor- 
way plank. 

Boat-carpenter’s wages are 3s. 6d. per day. 

The nets now used are eighteen fathoms to the rope, nine pieces to the boat. They are Nets, 
generally made of flax. 

Corks ai-e not used in the hening-nets, even upon the back. They are supported with 
bladders and small hooks, which are on straps four fathoms apart. 

Bladders are used because more easily obtained tlian corks. 

The decrease of the fishery is attributable to the constant trawling in the summer season. Trawling. 

Trawling would not be so injurious from 1st January until the 1st of May. 

Herring-nets are shot in the day time ; this practice ought to be prohibited. 

A legal protection is also necessary to prevent the stealing of buoys orfishinggearatsea. 

Last year was the first in which there was Lobster fishing in the lo^. Its commence- Lobster Fishery, 
ment was caused by a man engaged in the Regatta, in June, who. showed how to make lob- 
ster-pots. This fishing would be very profitable, if there were a good market. 

It was not known, (until stated by the Commissioner,) that Lobsters could have been 
taken to Derry, and thence sent by a steamer to Liverpool. 

The fishermen desire to see a Penzance boat fishing on this coast for Herrings, in order Instruction, 
to see the mode of fishing pursued by the Englishmen. 

Mr. M‘Comnelogue, boat-builder, stated, that he has extensive dealings with the fisher- Loans, 
men, gives credit, and finds them generally punctual in payment. 

He also stated, that if the fishermen got loans to enable them to build boats, they could 
repay the amount in three years. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

Loch Swilly. 

The fish taken at the entrance and outside Loch Swilly, are Cod, Ling, Turbot, Haddock, Fisheries an<! 
and black Pollock. Within tlie loch Herrings are taken. Herring-nets, long lines, and ;Modes of Fishing, 
hand lines, are used. The Herring fishery generally continues from July to January ; 
long lines from November to February ; hand lines are used summer and winter, when the 
weather is favourable. The Herring fishery is decidedly the most productive, and gives 
most employment, when there is a body of fish on the coast. 

There are several Oyster beds in Loch Swilly, at Rathmullen, Inch Island, and Fort- 
stewart. Part of the latter is claimed as private property. Tlie period for taking Oysters is 
from November to May. They ai-e taken by dredges, and, at low water, with the hand. 

Tlie supply in Loch Swilly has increased, principally from planting new beds. The 
quality is good, and about twenty boats are employed in dredging. 

Lobsters and Crabs in abundance, and of superior quality ; in Mulroy and Loch Swilly, 
they are taken in net-pots ; no strangers visit the coast for Lobster fishing. Tliere are very 



* See Dublin Evidence. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Trawling and 
Modes complained 
of. 



Boats and Gear. 



fine large Scallops in Mulroy, and smaller ones in Loch Swilly ; the latter are chiefly 
dredged for bait. — {Mr. T. Smith, C. G. Officer, Kriockhallows^ 

In Loch Swilly, trawls are used from the 17th of March to the 1st of December {Mr. 

J. S. Barham, C. G. Officer, Dunree Fort.~) 

Trawling has increased considerably in Loch Swilly, during the last five years. It is 
almost universally believed among persons not connected with trawling, that the effect, within 
headlands, has been injurious to the Herring, Cod, Ling, and other round fish. 

The quantity of flat fish has been greater than usual, for the last two years. Tlie supply 
has been derived from the beam-trawl. Little has been supplied from the long line 
fishery. 

Still the fishermen complain tlrat trawling in bays and harbours has injured the fishery. 
(Mr_. Smith.) ^ J , J 

hive boats trawl in Loch Swilly, and one is building for that purpose. Trawling is not 
considered injurious to the Fisheries {Mr. Barham.) 

Trawling is much the same as it was five years ago. It is believed, by experienced fisher- 
men, to have injured the fishery. '^The quantity of flat fish is diminished by the use of 
trawls, of late years. The long, hand line, and Herring fishermen, complain that trawlin'^ 

is injurious to them. All kinds of fish are more scarce than formerly in Loch Swilly. {Lieut. 

Holland, C. G. Officer, Rathmullen.) 

Tlie practice of trawling has considerably increased in Loch Foyle, and is again on the 
increase in Loch Swilly, but not to such an extent as in the years 1822 and 1823 ; and is 
generally believed to injure, to a considerable degree, the Herring, hand line, and long 
line fisheries, owing to the destruction of spawn, fry, and large quantities of small fish not 
fit for food. 

Complaints are made of destroying fry in bays and creeks with drag-nets, formed by over- 
lapping herring-nets {Mr. Rohinson,- late Inspector of Fisheries.) 

'riie boats in this district are not ahva}'s kept in that repair and order that could be 
wished. The long line and hand lines are very roughly constructed. No improvement in 
the construction of fishing boats, or the mode of taking fish. 

Boats of eighteen feet keel, and six feet beam, are generally used in this district, rowing 
four oars ; the cost of all, £9. A larger description of boats would not well answer, for want 
of harbours. The draught-net comprises usually six shares of fifty yards each, and seven 
yards deep; costs £l 10^. pershare. The shares are laced together when fishing. A long 
line, mounted with 900 hooks, costs £3. The nets are made and repaired by the fishermen’s 
families. 

'ITie price usually paid for spinning net twine, is \d. per hank ; and for netting herring- 
nets of sixty-three meshes wide, 1<^. per yard; if taken care of, a net will last three or four 
years. I'he fishermen here use heather for barking nets. — {Mr. Smith, Knoch- 
lialloivs.) 

Considerable improvement has taken place in the construction and sailing qualities of 
the boats. The introduction of wherries of nine or ten tons, value about £60, would be 
desirable. Mr. Alexander is giving encouragement to fit out boats for the deep sea 
fishing. 



A trawl-net costs £4 ; the length, twelve fatlioms ; depth, eleven fathoms ; size of mesh, 
five inches ; is generally tarred, and will last only one season. — {Mr. Barham, Dunree Fort.) 

The fishing boats on the Rathmullen, or north side of the loch, are generally yawls, (four- 
oared boats,) in which are used herring-nets, hand lines, and long lines ; they are in tolerably 
good condition. The boats on the Buncrana, or south shore, consist of five or six trawling 
boats, of about ten or twelve tons each, and a few boats with long lines. The trawl-boat 
of ten tons costs about £35 or £40 ( Lieut. Holland.) 

The general condition of the boats and gear is by no means so good as it was in the year 
1830. T'he bounty and loan fund being then both withdrawn, when the fishermen were only- 
beginning to reap a benefit from the sums expended on boats and tackle, it had the efl'ect 
of paralysing their exertions, and causing them to neglect the repairs of their boats and 
fishing tackle. 

The description of boat at present used costs about £10 or £15 ; vessels of twenty-five 
or thirty tons might be advantageously used in deep sea or spillard fishing. To build a vessel 
of this description would cost about £6 per ton {Mr. Robinson.) 

Bait- _ Buckies (whelks) are the bait for Cod, Ling, Glassen, and Turbot ; lug for Flounders, 

Sole, Codling, and Whiting. A sufficient supply can always be obtained. There are na- 
tural mussel banks in Loch Swilly and Loch Foyle {Mr. Robinson.) 

Rpgukitioiis. The general regulations for herring-nets are, that they shall be one inch on the square of 

each mesli ; a smaller mesh being considered injurious. 

In Loch Swilly, trawling continues from March to November ; in Loch Foyle, at ail 
seasons, when the weather permits. 

The HeiTing and long line fishermen are of opinion, that trawling by day frightens the 
shoals of Herrings ; and, from the quantity of fry destroyed, that trawling has caused a con- 
siderable decrease in the quantity of white fish. 

It i.s the general opinion, that the size of the mesh of a trawl-net would not be a sufficient 
protection to the fry ; as, in trawling, the meshes are drawn so close together, that the 
smallest fish cannot escape. ’ 

There are no corporate or other authorities, who have fishery jurisdiction in this district. 
— {Mr. Robinson.) 

llie fishermen objecr to the trammel-nets, supposing they frighten the fish from the 
coast. The proprietors of the coast claim an exclusive right to the Salmon. 
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The measures required are — to encourage the fishermen by bounty on fish, and give a 
grant or loan for nets, lines, and hooks ; which would restore the fishery of Loch Swilly to 
its former active state. 

The present law is not sufficient for the protection of the Fisheries. Tliere should be 
some check on the fishermen, to prevent tliem from fishing at improper times and seasons, 
and using_ improper nets — {Lieut. Holland, Rathrmdlen.) 

The principal markets are Londonderry, Liverpool, and Glasgow. The distance from 
Greencastle to Derry is eighteen miles ; from Malin, twelve miles. From Greencastle, the 
fish i^e generally sent in boats ; from Malin, in carts. From the principal haihour in Loch 
bwiUy, the carriage is overland to Den-y about ten miles. The fish of Loch Foyle are 
taken to market by dealers; from Malinhead, by the fishermen. 

During abundant fisheries, the price of fish falls very low, but the supply never exceeds 
the means ot curing. 

Thou^ the market may be well supplied with fresh fish, there is always a considerable 
demand tor Scotch Herrings, and a few tons of Scotch Cod are annually consumed. 

hresh Cod sell from 4s. to 12s. per dozen; Turbot, from Is. Qd. to 5s. each; Glassen, 
irom 3.S. to 6s. per dozen ; Flounders, from Is. to 2s. Qd. per dozen ; Soles, from 4d. to Is. 
;^r pair. Herrings, from 3rf. to Is. per dozen; Scotch Herrings, 18s. per barrel; dried 
Cod, from I2s. to 15s. per cwt. ; and Ling, about 20s. per cwt. For the last five years 
there have not been Irish-cured Herrings at market. Cod and Ling cured here sell as 
high as Scotch. 

i he present price of Oysters is 6s. per thousand. The price varies from 3s. to 15s. 
Liverpool and Gl^gow are the principal markets {Mr. Robinson.') 

Herrings were in such abundance about forfy years ago, that they were used as manure. 
—{Mr. Smith, Knochhallows.) = s 

The fish taken at present in Loch Swilly cannot near supply the local markets. Scotch 
and foreign-cured fish are consumed— such as Cod, Ling, and Henings.— (Iiewt. Hol- 
land.) 

1 he and morals of the fishermen are as good as those of other classes of the same 

rank. They are not more addicted to the use of ardent spirits than agi'icultural labourers or 
tradesmen. Ihey are generally occupied in fishing, except when occupied in cultivating 
their crops, which only require a small portion of their time. The fishermen who have land 
are generally the most independent. 

The rent of potato-land in tliis district is double the usual rate paid for farms. 

When fishermen are disabled, they have no resources provided for their support. There 
aie eight or ten families who are supported by subscription, the heads of the families having 
perished at sea. Within the last five years, the condition of the fishermen has not been as 
prosperous as before that period (illr. Robinson.) 

The generality of the fishermen are small holders of land ; there is no perceptible dit- 
lerence in their ha,bits from the rest of the population ; the use of ardent spirits does not 
prevail to an injurious extent. Many of the fishermen in this district, are weavers; others 
work for hire, and their wives and families purchase and spin flax. 

_ Ploughed stubble gi-ound for potatoes, without manure, is let for £2 per annum. The 
highest price paid by the farmers is from 7s. to 10s. per acre. The mere fisherman is very 
poor — {Mr. Smith, Knochhallows.) 

riie fishermen in Loch Swilly are in general mechanics or labourers ; and when not em- 
jiloyed at their business, _ occupy themselves by fishing. Their habits are very industrious, 
and they are not much given to the use of ardent spirits. 

It is an advantage to the fisherman to have a small piece of land for potatoes and oat- 
meal, or for keeping a cow. 

ihe land occupied by fishermen in general is a small patch for potatoes, for which they 
pay a high rent, and hold only for a season — {Lieut. Holland, Rathmullen.) 

I he fishermen are poor and industrious ; their morals are better than working tradesmen 
or agi’icultural labourers. There is not much difference between their condition. Tlie 
lishennan is chai’ged four times more for land, for potatoes, than the acreable rent of the 
countrj-. Tlie produce of row-boats, in this district, may be about £150 in the year ; and 
oi trawl-boats, about £200 — {Mr. J. S. Barham, Dunree Fortl) 

I am aware that the loan fund of the late Fishery Board was of essential service to the 
nshermen; in the course of my experience the loans were generally well paid; an indus- 
trious fisherman could repay a loan within twelve months; when the fishei-men obtain credit, 

^ extra price is charged; generally a great difficulty is felt to obtain credit {Mr. 

Robinson.) 

In many cases the loans of the late Fishery Board enabled fishermen to procure boats 
^d gear : they were much benefited in consequence. The fishermen, since its extinction, 

found much difficulty in obtaining materials for boats and fishery gear {Mr. W. J. Smith, 

Kiwchhallows.) 

Tliere are no benefit societies, and the fishermen are too poor to invest money in savings 
banks. The loan of the late Fishery Board was of great benefit at the time; but the fish- 
ermen were imprudent, and did not lay by for future subsistence. A thrifty fisherman could 
repay a loan in two successful seasons. Since tlie extinction of the Fishery Boat'd, the 
fishery in Loch Swilly has decreased, from the fishermen not being able to procure niate- 
riiik, and not receiving any encouragement — {Lieut. Holland, Rathmullen.) 

The loans of the late Fishery Board provided many with boats, who could not otherwise 
get means. Since it ceased the fishermen have found much difficulty in procuring materials, 
and have been charged usuriously — {Mr. J. S. Barham. Dunree Fort.) 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Dunfanaghy, January 7, 1836. 

Examining Commissioner — John Jagoe, Esq. 

Present — Captain Edwin, R.N.; Lieutenant Stevens, R.N.; B. Edmonton, Esq.; Thomas 
Robinson, Boatowner, and others. 



Herring Fishery. 

Summer Herring 
Fishing. 

Cod Fishery. 

■ Boats. 

Seasons and Habits 
of Herrings. 

Lobsters. 

Mulroy Harbour. 
Muiroy Fisheries. 

Mackerel. 

Turbot and Soles. 



The boats used for Herring fishing are about eighteen feet keel, six feet beam. The 
nets are made of flax, never use corks, fish with straps of two fathoms, and support the nets 
with bladder and sheep-skin buoys. Last season we had some Hening fishing, but cannot 
get any fish unless the Herrings come in very close, as our boats are too small to go to sea; 
in consequence of which we have not a regular fishery, as Herrings do not come in every 
season to the land. 

Have often seen lai'ge quantities of Herrings in the summer season, but do not then fish, as 
we believe they could not be cured. About Tory Island, Heirings resort in the summer 
season. In the month of Mai-ch have taken Henings off Tory Island ( Thomas Robinson.) 

Fish with curraghs (skin-boats,) with from six to seven hundi-ed hooks in each boat; two 
dozen Cod are a fair produce for one shot of lines, as we cannot leave our lines long in the 
water, for fear it would blow. We use lugs, herring and conger as bait, and sand-eels;* take 
sand-eels only with reaping hooks, but have seen them taken with blanket trams. A tram 
is formed by joining some blankets and sheets, and this tram is used instead of a net. 

Sole are caught with lug bait. Sole fishing is very productive. 

Mackerel, and Craig-herrings (Skad) are very numerous; fish for them in no other way 
but with a rod and fiy, off the rocks. 

Boats of twenty to twenty-five tons would serve the coast ; such boats may fish out of 
Downing’s Bay or Ard’s Bay. — ( Thomas Robinson.) 

Good boats would pay well here : even supposing the curragh to be safe, it is not capacious 
enough for fishing. Several boats loaded last season with Heirings at seven o’clock in the 
evening. 

The Mackerel and Craig-herrings ai'e in abundance ; is sui-prised that nets have not been 
used for taking them. Saw more fish off Downing’s Bay than any where he was at. 

Herrings are killed here earlier than at KiOybegs ; in some seasons they do not come 
into the bay, but pass outside the headlands; then they are not taken, as the men are afraid 
to go to sea to fish, not having sufficient boats. 

At times there is a want of salt; indeed always, when there is a good take of Herrings. 

We use only flax nets. — ( Thomas Robinson.) 

Never fish for Lobsters, though the coast is plentifully supplied. Those caught in the 
holes of the rocks seldom sell higher than &d. each, and generally for Zd. or Ad. 

Sell Cod at Ad. or 6d. each, and Haddock for 2s. per dozen {Lieut. Stevens^ 

Mr. Edmonton stated, that he was in different parts of England and Scotland, and never 
saw finer Haddock than those taken at Sheephaven. 

There ai-e ten feet water on the bar of Mulroy, and tlie same on Ard’s Bar : can beat out 
of Mulroy any day that a boat can caiTy sail. 

Scallops abound in Mulroy, but ai-e seldom taken. 

Herrings occasionally come in, and ai-e taken in quantities outside the bai-; and generally 
eight days before they are taken at Dunfanaghy. 

Last season the fishing at Mulroy commenced the 1st of January; at Downing’s Bay, 
the 8th. The Herrings are the same size as those taken at Killybegs. 

In July and August, Herrings appear from Mulroy to Dunfanaghy; ai-e seen in brown 
banks by day every yeai- from the lugh lands ; nets ai-e not shot at this season ; plenty of 
Mackerel and Craig-hemngs ai-e to be seen in dark nights, and by day in large banks, and 
there is no way of taking them but with the rod and fly; eight dozen are often taken in this 
way in an evening.f 

'Fhere is an excellent Turbot bank off Dunfanaghy, and a good Sole fishery : the Sole 
are taken with lug bait. 

Have tried different bait for Soles, but never caught any but with lugs. 



Cross Roads or Ballynass, January 8, 1836. 

Examining Commissioner — John Jagoe, Esq. 

Present — Lieut. M‘Gladery ; Thomas Alford, Esq., and several others. 

Pory Island and It would be of great importance to make a harbour on Tory Island, as a harbour in the 
anks near it. ocean wouldbe of much advantage to fishing and to trade in general. From all he heard and 
has had a practical knowledge of) tlie banks abound with fi^, as Cod, Ling, Hake, Conger- 
eel, &c.— (Mr. Alford>) 

Banks wliere the In 1793, when the French were driven from tlie banks of Newfoundland, they fished on 
170 ^^^ ^ great bank which sti-etches along our coast, from outside Tory to Innisboffin, and in a 

' short time completed their cargoes ; heard that tlie Dutch used to frequent this bank, and 

* See Evidence, Clonakilty, County of Cork. 

t See the Evidence, Valentia, County Kerry, as to the nets used for taking Skad and Mackerel. 
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from all he learned of the fishery there, believes that there would be no occasion to go to 
Newfoundland, if the vessels fished on it.. — (Lieut. M‘Gladery.') 

Mr. Alford has known Tory Island for some years : he has seen large quantities of Her- Summer Herring 
rings taken there in May and June; and at that season, and in July and August, large Fishery, 
banks of Herrings are off Do^vning’s Bay, and Ballynass Bar. There are no boats or nets 
on this coast. 

Tlte poor people, for want of other means, sew their blankets and sheets together, often 
to the number of sixty, and each person who provides a sheet or blanket gets a share 
of the fish taken. Believes that the poor people have nothing to cover them at night 
while their bed-clothes are used this way. — (Lieut. M^Gladery.) 

The fishermen of this district have never received any of the loan fund. He is certain, 
if boats or nets were lent, they would be paid for. So convinced was he of the advantage 
of fishing off this coast, that he sent to Campbeltown, in Scotland, for a man to teach his 
men to fish; but the Scotsman did not stay long, and he found so much difficulty in getting 
experienced men, that he gave it up and disposed of his boat. 

If a few expert men could be brought to each fishing station, it would be of great benefit, 
and improve the fishing ; the coast is well supplied with all kinds of fish, sucli as Cod, Ling, 

Conger-eel, Haddock, Herring, Mackerel, Craig-herring ; and Lobsters and Crabs are 
found in quantities. — (Mr. Alford.) 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 



From Loch Swilly to Farland Point. 

Cod, Ling, Conger-eel, Skate, Haddock, Turbot, Sole, Plaice, and various other Fisheries and 
Fish, are taken off Mulroy. Fishing with spiilards is followed all through the year. Modes of Fishiii'^. ' 

There are small natural beds of Oysters, of good quality, open to the public ; but no 
periods are fixed for taking Oysters. Small dredges are used ; there is no regular dredging. 

The river of Mulroy is extensive, and branches into different arms (or creeks), up which 
the tide flows. If Oystei-s were laid down, I have every reason to believe that they would 
succeed. 

Lobsters of fine quality are in abundance when looked for, but there is no regular fishery 
for them : they are taken out of the holes of the rocks at low water, spring tides, and 
sometimes with a net put on hoops. No strangers fish here for Lobsters. 

Though there are Scallops in Mulroy, of good quality and of a large size, they are not 
fished for. — (Mr. Harris, C. G. Officer, Mulroy.) 

The fish taken here, (Sheephayen), are Herrings, Cod, Ling, Haddock, Gurnet, black 
and white Pollock, Turbot, Plaice, Soles, and Skate. 

Heiring h'ishing begins in July, and ends in November ; commences again about Christ- 
mas, and continues until March. Should the weather prove moderate, Herrings are caught 
with draught-nets ; all other fish with spiilards and long lines. The latter gives most em- 
ployment, as the fishery is all through the year, weather permitting. 

There is one small bed of Oysters at Dough Castle, supphed from Loch Swilly by Captain 
Hart. 

Lobsters are of good quality and abundant, but not regularly fished for. — (Lieut. Stevens, 

C. G. Officer.) 

'Fliere is not any regular system of fishing pursued, as there are no boats or vessels fitted 
out for that purpose in this district (Ballymass) ; there are but seven or eight curraghs (skin 
or canvass boats), manned in all by sixteen men, who fish with small spillard lines from 
November to March. Cod and Ling are taken from March to November. There are 
Pollock, Glassen, Bream, Herrings, Mackerel, and perhaps Pilchards. Salmon and 
Mullet are also taken. In fact, all kinds of fish would be taken in abundance, if tlie 
people were prepared to look for them. — (Lieut. M^Gladery, C.G.O.) 

There ai-e no fishing vessels or boats in this district (Mulroy). CuiTaghs are generally Boats and Gear, 
used by the fishermen, except for the Hen-ing fishery. The cost of a herring-boat is from 
£4 to £6 ; and the cost of a curragh, £2. Herring-net, with buoys and lines complete, 
costs £3. Nets are made by the fisliermen’s families. A herring-net will hist about two 
years ; is only some times barked. 

A class of vessels, about thirty tons or under, calculated to fish on the banks off' Horn 
Head, outside Tory Island, and other places, in deep water', should be introduced on this 
coast; also light boats, of eighteen or twenty feet keel; as well* as double and single ’ ’ 

trammels, for the purpose of fishing for Mackerel and other fish. Sean-nets should be con- 
structed to di-aw fish on shore that approach shallow water, particularly Craig-herrings, which 
are abundant in summer ; and at present there are no means of taking them, except by a 
small wade net, about forty fatlioms long. 

Great quantities of Oystei's and Scallops could be obtained in Mulroy river, if laid down 
and properly attended to ; and lobster-pots should be improved, and fishermen instructed 
in new modes of taking fish. — (Mr. W. Harris.) 

From Loch Swilly to the eastward, four-oared boats are scarce; curraghs (of skin or can- 
vass) ai’e generally used, and, under existing circumstances, are best adapted. A vessel of 
from thirty to forty tons, smack-rigged, which would cost from £150 to £180, might be 
beneficially employed. 

Tlie cost of spinning net twine is 3^d. per lb. ; and of making heiring-netting Ic^. to I-k/. 
per yard of 126 meshes wide (Captain Edivin, Inspecting Commander, C. G.) 
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In Sheeghaven district, both boats and gear are very bad. The only boats used for hook 
fishing, are called curraghs, made of basket work, covered with tarred canvass, and worked 
by two men; who, when they land, carry the cnrraghup the beach. They are inferios to an In- 
dian canoe, and of course, cannot venture far from land, or go out at dl, unless in very fine 
weather. During the Heiring fishing, they use heavy boats, from about nineteen to twenty 
feet keel, five feet six inches wide, two feet deep, with heavy box-oars, no sails ; these carry 
from four to five men each. 

There has been no improvement in the construction of boats or fishing gear ; caused by po- 
verty, and so few depending entirely on fishing for support. Boats are wanted of from twenty 
to forty tons, that could go off the land twelve or fourteen leagues, for Cod and Ling, with 
long lines, and in bad weather could keep to sea, or even run to any port the wind would be 
favourable fc \ when they could not make their own. Such boats, new, with sails and ligging 
complete, would cost about £190. All the herring-nets in this district are made of flax, 
the growth of the country, which costs from £2 10s. to £3 per cwt. Baik and tar are used 
for herring-nets : with care a net wUl last five seasons {Lieut. W. L. Stevens.) 

There is not in this distiict (Ballynass), either boat or vessel fitted for fishing. The only 
fishing craft in use, are these wretched cun-aghs, of which there are but seven or eight fitted 
with small spillai-ds or hand lines. In my opinion, it would not be safe to risk property 
in proper vessels and boats for fishing on this coast, until safety harbours are constructed in 
Tory and Innisboffin Islands. 

To my knowledge, there is not a net in this Guard, but the net used for Salmon fishery. 
{Lieut. WGladery^^ 

In Mulroy district, Herrings, Plaice, and Conger-eel, are generally in good supply. — {Mr. 
Harris.) 

Lug-worm is the general bait in Dunfanaghy district. Flounders and eels are used, when 
they can be procured, for all kinds of fish. In Dunfanaghy harbour, and round the coast, 
the lug is found in great abundance. Line fishermen are seldom without bait, as lugs can 
be always got, and fresh herrings vei-y often; should there be a scarcity, salted herrings may 
be used for Gurnets and Fluke, and of these bait can be made. 

There are some small mussel banks at Dough Castle, but are seldom used {Lieut. W. 

L. Stevem^ 

There is no alteration required either in the modes of fishing, or the periods, or the size of 
the meshes of nets in general use. A better description of boat, an assortment of nets for 
different kinds of fish — for instance, ground seans — should be introduced ; also, (meshing or) 
trammel-nets, for different kinds of fish, with some inducement for the fishermen to perse- 
vere and bring up their sons to the emplojinent, so that they would be competent to ma- 
nage boats, and expert at fishing. My fatlier and myself are from a fishing town in Devon- 
shire, and we are quite satisfied, more experienced men are required, as most of tlie people 
here know nothing of fishing boats ; they have farms to look after, and only go fishing in 
veiy fine weather, when they have nothing else to do {Lieut. W. L. Stevens.) 

It is the opinion of intelligent persons, that the tram-net is prejudicial, and should be 
discontinued; and that the meshes of nets should be regulated as to size; when they are 
very small, the net destroys the fry. No regulations seem to be required, in die present 
state of the fishermen {Capt. Ed< m. Inspector of Coast Guard, Dunfanaghy^ 

ITie people construct what they v,c’l a tram (or foot-net,) by sewing together a number 
of sheets and blanlcets ; by this contrivance considerable quantities of small fish are taken 
in the haibours. My opinion is, as well as that of an intelligent fisherman, (now with me,) 
that the tram or foot-net system of fishing is injurious and destructive, and ought to be dis- 
continued, and' proper nets substituted. I am of opinion, if proper regulations were esta- 
blished, they would be easily enforced, as the people are quiet, and peaceably inclined. 
A code of regulations is required, and would be of essential service. — {Lieut. Gladery.) 

Letterkenny and Ramelton ai'e the principal markets for fish from Mulroy district ; but a 
great deal is sold in the different villages through the country. The roads are generally 
good ; fish are conveyed on the backs of horses in baskets. The quantity of fish is not equal 
to the demand. No Scottish or Foreign fish consumed here. Cod, from 65 . to 6s. per 
dozen ; Haddock, 2s. per dozen ; Plaice, Is. per dozen. Cod and Ling are the only fish 
cured here, and sell at from 6s. to 8s. per dozen. 

No facilities are provided by the landed proprietors or others for curing. Salt costs from 
20s. to 25s. per ton. — {Mr. Harris.) 

Londonderry, Letterkenny, and Strabane, are the principal market towns. Roads mid- 
dling good. The present supply of fish is so small, tliat very little is sent from this place, 
(Sheephaven); nearly all taken is consumed in the neighbourhood. Horses and creels are 
used for carrying any that is sent. The quantity of fish taken is nothing equal to the de- 
mand ; but if the fishermen had proper craft, I think there would be an abundance. At pre- 
sent even persons who live on the coast ai-e not supplied with a sufficiency of fish, except in 
a good Herring season. Scotch Herrings and Newfoundland Cod are imported, but not in 
any great quantity ; sold only in retail shops. Fresh Cod and Ling ai-e from 4s. to 6s. per 
dozen ; Herrings, 2s. to 3s. 6c?. per hundred ; Haddock, 2s. %d. per dozen ; Soles, from 4rf. 
to %d. per pair. 

The only fish cured here are Cod and Ling, and sometimes Herrings, but not to anv 
great extent. 

There are no facilities provided for curing fish by the landed proprietors or others. Her- 
I'ings are not barrelled ; when in abundance they are conveyed tor sale in carts, with a 
little salt sprinkled among them. Pilchards have never been known on this coast. Salt, 
D. Qd. per cwt., and in abundance. — (Lieut. Stevens.) 
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No #sh are cored in this district (Ballynass)„_ except for local consumption. The fish 
caught ai e sold on the beach the moment they amve, to the country peopled The roads are 
Sh ' T'"' *'»* »“PPly °f «> to be equal to the demand. 

r T oto I'ote the year round. I am Informed that Pilchards, 

S' 1 S COM untouched ; there is no preparation made to 

jS‘Gfu*r7)°°‘ “”™°" “* ‘'“t’ Itoto— 

The habits and morals of the fishermen, in Mnlroy district, are generafiy regular; their Condition ot the 
circumstances the same as working tradesmen and labourers; the use of ardent spirii does Frhermen 

not prevail to an injurious extent in general. spims uoes nsuermen. 

The fisherman who has a small spot of land is in better circumstances than one who 
has no and, being able to rmse potatoes for his family. More of the fishermen’s time would 
be enopltyed m fishing, if they had a larger description of boat. A fisherniin could sup- 

port his family on this coast {Mr. Harris.) 

The general habits and morals of the fishermen In this district, (Sheephaven,) are much 
the same as working tradesmen and agi-icnltnral labourers ; but their circumstanci, I think 
aie not so good, owing to the precarious employment fishing giwes, from bad weather and 
other causes, and the constant and certain employment of working tradesmen or la- 
bourers. I do not think the use of ardent spirits prevails among either class to any great 
extent Tile genetahty of the people have small farms, which I think so far ininrions to 
the fishing, that they do not follow it up, and often miss good opportunities of getting fish 

having work to do on their fai-ms, which calls off their attention.'^ » & 

.u ftsherman who has land is better off than those without it, as in unfavourable wea- 
thei or bad seasons he has the means of getting some subsistence for his family from his land 
iknd''^ Wh^nl potato-land is nearly doubfe that paid fo^ 

Tlq ^ would be better congregated in towns than scattered; for 

th . reason, a spirit of emulation would be caused among them, and they could assist each 
other in launching and saving their boats. u aosisi eacn 

The widows of fishermen support themselves by begging._(Licat. Stevtm. ) 

■There is very little difference between the habits of fishermen and agricnltaral labourers 
or tiadesmen m this district (Ballynass.) The men of Tory Island, however, when they 
come with their fish to the mainland, indulge in a comfortable drop, and in my opinion 
do not caiTy much money to tlieir families, whatever they may do in prokons ■ I 
must own they are top fond of drinking ardent spirits. The few fishermen (so called) are 

to’'h,™*'*f^';‘^n" which of course causes the fishing 

to be neglected; indeed fishing is now never depended on as the means of subsistence. ® 

Ihe condition of the fishermen is much tlie same as the occupier of land; for, if they 
have no land, *ey take the con-acre, and are cultivating it when they ought to be fishing 
Veiy little of the fishermen s time is spent m fishing, from tlie very ‘indifferent wav th^ 
me fitted out, and the nature of the climate. Had they good boats, and goodharbours\o run 
fitnght m a gale of wind, unfavourable tliongh the climate may be, they might be 
employed in fishing nearly all weatliers. - e "■ “e 

.re sC fi’ V?’ ‘i’"' ’’JTmS' “ 'hree miles in length, there 

are about 350 inhabitants, who kill a considerable quantity offish, which is the only source 
of their maintenance; the annual rent is £130. Ujbn Dovy Island, which is llso the 
propel ty of the same proprietor, only two families Aniide, Neither of these Islands pro- 
of Jhe^Re^Th *A?f Popnlntion. Innisboffln Island, the property 

Ida ? ^ ^ford, IS in mile m length, and about 100 inhabitants occupy it, who are 

bad fishermen; they are more parUal to whiskey making; they sow enon|h of potatoes 
for their qvyn consumption ; the annual rent is £60. I may say with trutli that ^ory is 
annually visited with scarcity, if not famine ; both it and Island Dovy ai-e liable to have 

,tn“S re‘“ 

Islands, crops suffer much from what is termed a blast. The inha- 
bitants manage, however, to buy a sufficiency for existence, or get relief from public sub- 
scription; indexed, the western portion of the district, from Macaroaty to Rutland, is coii- 

P omhed*';? H rf ''f “ generally procured &om public subscriptions. 

1 longhed stubble land is let for potato-ground, at from £3 10s. to £4 per acre un- 
**’ "’“‘"f'i' fhe'-n ploughed land, and tlie rent of con-acre is from 
30s^o 44s. nnmanured ; but there is land let at 2s. per acre.— (Cunt. Edwin.) 

Harrh ) Board was not obtained in this district (Mnlroy).—(Afr. W. Loans and Benefit 

.nvdrl«'^h”f”°^'rfi’’‘ the fishermen are too poor to make investments in 

Sd n?tSi to ihirdSbiS.'” Betttl 

If the fishermen were supplied witli boats and gear, of the value of £120, which I tliink 

Sence for*i'e,?“‘ ""T to" ‘T’ “’T ’’''“<5 ^00'^ tMp-empenters, nor conve- 

niencefoi getting materials for building boats here, the price of such boats would be re- 
instalments, without injury to the fishermen, if the bounty 
w^ extended as heretofore — {Lieut. Stevens.) ^ 

{iSut Fishery Board was not received in this distidct (Ballynass).— 

‘Wsfioiist, there is no doubt, and parti- liecaniluUtioii of 
landl’^wh outside of 1 ory Island-(see Chart of the N. Coast oF Ire- Lieut! M-Glailerys 

and)_where Cod, Ling, Hake, Glassen, Halibut, Turbot, and many other sorts of fish. Evidence. ’ 

H 
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are in the greatest abundance, and of superior quality; and, I may say, untouched except 
in summer. So plenty were, and are, the fish on this bank, that during the war of 1793, 
French ships were fitted out on purpose to fish on it, and saved their cargoes on it, at 
anchor. _ In my -opinion, the reason why it is not now properly fished by our own fishermen 
is princijDally the want of a convenient harbour to run to in N. W. and N. E. gales. 
Loch Swilly is too far off; and Rutland, or Rosses, is a blind place to run for ; besides, in 
gales from the above-named points, its entrance breaks across, so that fishing craft could 
not enter it ; and the whole of this coast in these gales is a lee shore, and iron-bound into 
die bargain. Now, if an asylum harbour was constructed in Tory Island, which could be 
readily done, it would obviate the difficulties above stated, and would be to a certainty the 
first step to promote and establish the fishery on the N. W. coast of Ireland. A safety har- 
bour could also be formed at Innisboffin, by erecting a pier ; and then boats and vessels 
could go out to the bank, and, if caught in a gale, could run with confidence for either 
of those places, '^at would the expense of the erection of these places be, compared to this 
great national object, which would be a source of employment to our hardy and enterpris- 
ing pi^ulation on the coast, _ and in a short time would entirely do away with the prac- 
tice of illicit distillation, which is now so industriously pursued, for want of other employ- 
ment. — {Lieut. M^Gladery^ 



Guidore, Gola Island, and Cruit Harbour, January 9 ; Burton Port and Rutland 
Island, January 11 ; Daurus, January 12, 1836. 

Examining Commissioner — John Jagoe, Esq. 

Witnesses — Lieut. G. S. Pekfold, R.N., Guidore; Patrick Boyle, Gola Island; Mr. James 
M'Eleing, Coast Guard Boatman, Cruit Harbour; Nassau Foster, Esq. of Burton Port ; 
Lieutenant Hamilton, R.N. ; Mr. Porter; and I^teb Gilligan, a Fisherman of Daurus. 

Lieutenant Penfold states that the coast abounds with Mackerel and Craig-herrings (Skad), 
in July, August, and September ; but until last season, he never saw them taken except 
with a fly. A man from Sligo was then hired by Gallagher, who has the Guidore Salmon 
fishery ; and this man took out a small net of Gallagher’s, only three fathoms deep, and it 
has been stated, that he took about fifty thousand Mackerel and Craig-herrings. The coast 
abounds with all kinds of fish, but there are only two curraghs which fish in tliis district. 
He is confident that the island shores abound with fish every season ; and, from what be 
has heard, the Herrings are off every season, but are not fished for. 

Patrick Boyle was at the Killybegs fishing last season. If a good net were used at 
Guidore, a profitable Mackerel and Craig-herring fishing might be carried on. He got 
for Gallagher, last season, fifty thousand, to the sui-prise of the people in this place. In all 
the places he ever was, he has never seen such quantities of Craig-herrings and Mackerel ; 
and as for Lobsters and Crabs, they are beyond bounds in number. 

Mr. James M‘Elring, of Cruit, states, that yesterday evening (8tli January) he saw large 
numbers of Hen-ings within theharbour of Cruit, but no net was shot. He believes Herrings 
are off every season, and the shores abound with Mackerel and Craig-herrings, which are 
taken in no other way than off the rocks with a fly. 

’^The white fisheries may be carried on at the harbour, as it is safe anchorage for boats of 
fort}' or fifty tons. 

Sand-eels are on all the strands ; lie will make a small net to take them next season. 

Mr. Nassau Foster, of Burton Port, states thathe has resided on the coast fifty years. The 
Herring fishery continued at Rutland for many years, and was so extensive, that five hun- 
dred vessels were generally loaded every year, llie Herrings were large ; five hundred 
would fill a barrel ; and they were of very fine quality. At the time of the Rutland fishery, 
eiglit to nine hundred of the Killybegs Herrings would be required to fill a barrel. 

Tlie Herrings of Rutland were, for the last four or five years of the fishery, taken in less 
and less qiiantity, and then entirely left the place. 

Tlieir departure was attributed to the blasting of granite rocks, on the shore ; and some 
tliought that the sand of Rutland, which broke up about the time, was the cause, as it 
was blown into the sea in large quantities. It is thirty years since the fishery entirely- 
failed.* 

The fishermen enjoyed prosperity, while the supply of fish was abundant ; and, among 
die circumstances connected with their condition, it was mentioned, that they commonly 
wore fop-boots. 

Tlic Conyngham family constructed a harbour, dockyard, store-houses, and a town, on 
Rutland Island ; with inns along the line of road from Killybegs to the point of the main- 
land nearest Rutland. The harbour and the greater part of the buildings constructed on 
the Island, are now covered with sand. 

Tliere seems to be a disposition in the Herrings to return to the coast. Some have been 
taken this season. Hen'ings are in Arran Roads at present. 

'’llie price of Herrings formerly, was one guinea a-thousand ; sometimes less. A great 
deal of money was then made; £50 for a boat was considered fair earnings; the fishing con- 
tinued three months, November, December, and January. 

File boats then used were much larger than the present ; and the yawls of the large vessels, 

^Herrings appeared in great abundance at Rutland, during the fishery of January, 1836. See the 

return of boats and fishermen. — Mr. Carey’s statement — in Appendix. 
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Peter Giiligan states that he has fished for forty years at Dattrus. Formerly had a very 

Llre^niyy ™ '*=“« f” &"'■ ” «« J^atj 

Last season the fishing was very good. A fisherman named Sweeney, loaded his boat 
dTe^e rs^Tfislfg-at Myb 4T""^ ‘'■“ “ K“3-begs, Formerly 

^ehlKkerel and Cra.g-herrmgs (skad) have been constantly here during the last forty 
'ITie fishCTraen have never used nets for Mackerel, or Craig-herrinas ■ but fished for them 

;::*dr'S?,Si:S:yTe'‘£.ler'' featL:"Tln^“ 

Mr. Porter stated that the Ijoats the fishermen got from the late Fishery Board, were at 
Shged .fp^'fo; themdl *=3' 

considers that too high a price was chai-ged for the boats. He 
thinks that if piers were to be made, it would be well tliat fishermen employed at them 
diould be lemunerated with boats and fishing materials, instead of money. ^ He says that 
theie aie no pilot boats on this coast ; and he has frequently seen vessels with flags up 
which were rendered no assistance, as the boats on the coast were unfit to go to sea^ He 
considers a pier necessary at Eden : £200 would build one ^ 
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EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

From Farland Point, to Donegal Bay. 

On the coast within Guidorc district. Braziers and Bicns are caught in summer- Cod m i ■ 
rock Cod, Haddock, and Plaice, in winter ; and in spring. Soles, Plaice aS Codliuy°_ m w 

fraTe-wmk i'‘’“‘*’‘'“™‘°”'^‘"°“"''™slM(b°atsfoi-medofafight **° 

framMvork of timber, covered with horses’, skins or pitched canvass,) are engaged in these 

twTr' “• b?®" ‘®ben here for several years, until the pfefent (1836,) 

the fishermen not hayme nets, I have purchased a set of herrlngmets, and liLe employed a 
boat and five men to fish with them at Arranmore. mupioyeu a 

Ten years ago, when bounties were given, all the country boats in this neighbourhood 
used to be employed fishing between tlie Stags of Arran and Tory Island, with* great sne- 
eess, catching plenty of fine Cod, Lmg, Glassen, and Lythc. I do not know offline boat 
having flslied smce,_(£iat. Penfold, C. G. O., Ouidore) 

Turbot, Haddock Hake, Cod, Ling, Glassen, Pollock, and Conger, are abundant on 
StaLTiaSVtteT.'^^ teing too poor to 

There are two natural Oyster beds at Rutland, which are not dredged; and the harbour 
abounds with Lobsters of CMellent quality, about two hundred of which were caught last 
summer (1835,) by one of the Coast Guard. Lobsters are in sufficient abundance to create 

■" *el.arbonr.-(ltfr, Canny, 

of ?r«5‘fiil“'‘ (Portnoo district,) there are Turbot, Soles, Plaice, and all kinds 

of trawl fish,— as well as Cod, Ling, other round fish. Herrings, grey Gurnet and Mac 
kerel with Lobsters and Crabs, in abundance. Herring fishifg W m« 

M !“■ ^“'"'ber or January. Cod are taken in Jmnaiy, Febrnnry’^and 

March , Mackerel, m Augnst. The Lobsters would supply not only the local markete, but 
Portwo smacks, which are now sent for Lobsters to Norway {Mr. Wehb, C, G. O., 

There are on die coast, in Danras district, Cod, Ling, Hake, Haddock, Glassen, Skate 
fS fi^'b’ T 1' “I'* Hemngs; also Turbot, Soles, and various other kinds of 

flat fish. Rock Lobsters are plentiful, with Prawns, Lobsters, and other shell-fish. Hand 

from foe Mackerel are taken with nets 

irom the 1st. oi August to November, when they appear in-shore. 

are in'mer b'° 1 L°bsters, of the best quality, 

mm great abnndance-^ufhcient for an extensive trade : at present, the Lobsters are taken 
here only by hooking them out of the rocks— (ifraf. Wall, C. G. O., Daurus ) 

the p"nSl*I(SLrp«^'?^) “ »‘“® “f T,„li„g. 

“ *>” P“F of the coast.-(Tie Respeetioe Offieori Jte- 
c<l™iitage.-(M-, Wehl, Portnoo, and Lieut Wall, 

*7 on their M^^esrfFifoi.g 

theTlt^'m^ Vi" neglected since fishing was discontinued : Boats and Gear 

y le meiely patched up every spring, so as to carry a load of sea-weed, witliout absolutely 

H2 
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swamping. There are neither nets, lines, or any kind of gear among the fishermen. (See 
answer under Fisheries, in which the officer states, that he provided a set of nets, and 
employed five of the fishermen, in the last Herring fishery.) The boats are for four oars ; 
of a strong, heavy build; would cost, new, with anchor, cable, and oars, £12 ; and are well 
adapted for the double purpose of fishing and carrying manure, as they can at any time be 
beached above the surf. — {Lieut. Penfold.) 

The few boats here, (in Rutland district,) are only fit for carrying sea-weed, which is 
used for manure ; and as to fishing gear, there is none. 

The fishermen now here, know very little about fishing : the people have retrograded in 
knowledge as well as in comforts, within the last thirty or forty years, from all I have been 
able to learn. 

Ten or twelve boats, of about thirty tons each, smack-rigged, which would cost from 
£150 to £180, could be beneficially employed on this coast in the Fisheries, with yawls of 
si?: oai-s, which would cost about £10 each. Although the haihours, bays, and creeks 
swarm with fish, the people have no means of taking them {Mr. Caretj^ 

In Portnoo district there are not any but row-boats, which are small and in bad repair. 

When the Herring fishing commenced here, in January, 1835, the nets were so few and 
bad, that two or three nights’ fishing rendered them completely useless, and caused a con- 
siderable number of poor fishermen to be out of employment. In consequence of the abun- 
dance of Herrings then on the coast, great exertions have been made to provide nets for the 
fishery of 1836 ; but the majority of the fishermen are still destitute of boats and nets. 

Sailing-boats, of ten or twelve tons, with short spritsail and foresail, similar to those 
used on the English coast, would be best for the fisheries of this coast {Mr. Well.) 

In Daurus district, the boats are in wretched condition, the greater part made of horse 
skins, and just sufficient to contain one man. Owing to the boats, w'hich are small, open, 
and bad, the few nets here were rendered useless in the Herring fishing of 1835, when the 
weather became unfavourable ; and but for the exertions of the .Coast Guard, there must 
have been many lives lost. There is now one widow, with eight childi-en, dependent on 
the subscriptions made for the sufferers; and some of the fishermen that were picked up are 
still in a bad state of health. 

The skin-boats, or curraghs, cost £l ; a boat employed for cutting sea-weed, or fishing, 
costs £10 or £12 ; and smSler boats, for these double purposes, cost £6 or £8. 

The boat best adapted for the fisheries of the coast would be decked boats, of twelve or 
fifteen tons, twenty-two or twenty-four feet in keel, and eleven or twelve feet in beam. If 
there were one boat for fishing inside Dunmore Plead, constructed and fitted out like the 
hatch boats of the Thames, it would show the advantages of such a boat, and induce imita- 
tion. 

Nets are made in the fishermen’s families, and are preserved by boiling them along with 
oak boughs — {Lieut. Wall.) 

The sand-worm called lug is the only bait used on this coast for all kinds of fish, except 

Cod and Ling ; for these, eels and the Cod’s milt are considered the best kind of bait 

{Lieut. Perf^d.) 

At Rutland, herrings or fluke are used for Cod ; scallops for Haddock ; limpets for 
Bream ; and lug is also used, and is in great plenty. A mussel bed, formerly of great ex- 
tetit, has been nearly destroyed ; but mussels are in great abundance at Guibarra, on the 
coast — {Mr. Carey.) 

Mussels, sand-eels, and other bait are abundant here. — {Mr. Wehh, Portnoo) 

There are very fine mussel-banks inside Lochris Bar, which are not used, as there is no 

]iroper gear. Bait is generally plenty ; if scarce, meat, candles, doth, &c. may be used 

{Lieut. Wall.) 

The presence of a local authority is necessary, to prevent breaches of the peace during 
the Herring fishing ; to see that the nets are shot at proper time and in proper places ; 
also, to prevent quarrelling on shore when the fishermen return. Those who commit any 
act of violence, either against persons, boats, or gear, should be immediately fined, or be 
restrained fi-om going to fish, before making reparation for the injury committed. Fisher- 
men, when intoxicated, should also be prevented from going out to fish, by which they not 
only endanger themselves, but all the persons with them. 

There is not a magistrate within thirteen miles of this harbour (Daurus) ; and when two 
fishermen dispute, the quaiTel is not settled without fighting, in which all join on either 
side, with sticks ; many are thus disabled from fishing during the remainder of the time for 
whjch the fishery continues {Lieut. Wall.) 

Letterkenny, distant forty miles, is the nearest market town to Guidore, and the roads, 
crossing fords and strands, are impassable for carts. A good Cod is sold fresh at 4rf. or 
f)d-. Soles for 3d. the pair; and eighteen Plaice for U. Scotch Hemngs are the only kind 
of salt fish to be had here. Salt is retailed at 4 j. per cwt. — ( Lieut. Penfold.) 

In Rutland district, the fishermen have not any fish to sell, none, or very few, being 
taken ; and it may be justly said of poor people here, that they are starving in the midst of 
plenty, seldom eating any thing but potatoes and salt. — ( Mr. Carey.) 

The fish taken on this part of the coast (Portnoo district), are sent, on carts or horses, 
by intermediate dealers, to Ballybofey, Strabane, Letterkenny, and Londonderry, being 
distances of from twenty to forty-four miles. The supply is not equal to the demand, and 
Scotch Herrings have been used here in the last two year's. There are not any public fa- 
cilities for curing. The average price of salt last winter (1835), when supplies were re- 
quired, was £2 10s. per ton; the district is never well supplied with it. Tliere are not any 
local salt works: the supplies are obtained from Killybegs or Brocklas. — {Mr. Wehh.) 
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In Daurus, the fish are sold to dealers, who carry them through the country : the trade 
gives considerable employment. Cod and Ling are sold to the dealers by the fishermen, at 
fi-om 5#. to 6s. a dozen, and otlier fish in proportion ; Herrings and Mackerel are sold at from 
to Is. per hundred. 

Mackerel, Herrings, Cod, Ling, Hake, Glassen, and vaiious other fish, are cured on 
this coast. Herrings are cured in bulk only, and the large fish are dried. 

The average price of salt, when supplies are necessary, is 2s. 6rf. per cwt. lire supply 
is deficient {Lieut. Wall.)^ 

On the mainland, in Guidore district, there are not now any fishermen. Condition of the 

The Islanders on the coast contrive to exist, and to increase and multiply beyond mea- Fishermen, 
sure, on the produce of the soil (potatoes), and to pay their rent and taxes ; but in seasons 
of dearth, which occur on an average every fourth year, they are as destitute as the poor 
on the mainland. 

Famines have occurred in the islands only when experienced on the neighbouring coast. 

They are generally ascribed to a wet spring and summer, and a stormy autumn, which are 
doubtless very injurious to the potato crop ; but I thing laziness and whiskey-drinking are 
tlie principal causes. The people ai-e very improvident. 

Pecuniai-y relief has been obtained from the Marquess Conjmgham and the Eaid of 
Mulgrave. 

Land is let on this coast at from to 2s. to 10s. per acre.— (' Lieut. Penfold.) 

Tlie fishermen (in Rutland district) are, from the very circumstances in which they are 

j)laced, prone to every evil ; — idleness brings a multitude of other bad habits with it : but 

I think them capable of great improvement, and willing and anxious to receive it. Tlie}-, 
in general, drink hard ; and their circumstances are miserable beyond description. 

Very few of them are without land ; — if they were, they would inevitably starve. Tiiose 
vdio have no land are wretchedly poor, but the reason is obvious ; they have neither fishing 
gear nor boats, except very inferior curraghs, (skin-boats,) in which some of them make a 
hard struggle for a livelihood. Their wives and daughters spin wool, and knit stockings.* 

If the fishermen had means, they might be profitably employed in fishing, during nine 
months of the year. 

The land here is let by the lot, not by the acre : very few persons have leases. Potato- 
ground is considered dear ; but I am of opinion, it is let by the farmers at only a fair profit 
rent. 

When the people were able to follow fishing, the average earnings of the fishermen, 

(being shares of the proceeds of fish sold,) amounted to about two guineas and a half for 
each, during the Herring season, which usually continued twelve weeks. 

There never has been any mode of supporting the families of fishermen unable to work, 
not even when the fishery was at its height; and there being now no fishery, though there 
are plenty of fish, very many are destitute. — {Mr. Carey.) 

In Portnoo district, the habits, morals, and social circumstances of the fishermen, are 
similar to those of the other working classes. The use of ardent spirits, I am informed, 
does not prevail so much as formerly. Some of the fishermen have land, (generally held 
at will,) and their condition is somewhat better than that of fishermen who have not any ; 
but both are wretched. 

Fishermen are employed in fishing only two months of the year, whereas they might be 
profitabl}' employed, under favourable circumstances, for eight months. 

None but stubble land is let to fishermen for potato-ground, and the usual rent is about 
£1 3s. per acre, for land of the worst description. 

Fishermen disabled, ai-e supported by begging. Widows and children are also supported 
by begging. 

The earnings of a thrifty fisherman would be sufficient to maintain a family, if there were 
means of fishing {Mr. Webb.) 

In Daurus district, the fishermen’s morals ai-e good, and their forbearance great. Dieir 
condition is much inferior to that of tradesmen. A tradesman has clothes ; but fishermen 
have not sufficient to cover them. Drunkenness is seldom seen, since the suppression of 
illicit distillation in this pai't of the country. 

Fishermen who have land are better off’ in life than those without it : the)' can ensure a 
supply of potatoes ; and if they get a lease, the rent is low, and then they may employ their 
boats to convey sea-weed for manure, and take Herrings enough for their families and ser- 
vants. 

Some fishermen have leases of so many sum’s grass, held under the Marquess Conj'ngham ; 
and a guinea a-year is paid for rocky land. A sum’s grass will feed a cow.f 

Fishermen without land have to work by rule, three days in the week, in payment of cabin 
and turf rent : they are fishing on the other days, when tlie weather permits ; otherwise, they 
are depending on the bounty of neighbours, lliey suffer much hai-dship from insufficiency 
of fuel {Lieut. Wall.) 

In Guidore there are no loan funds, benefit societies, or savings banks; and since the Loan Funcls, &c- 

* Woollen stockings of good quality, are made along the Donegal coast, so generally as to snpply 
a considerable trade. 

t The tenant’s right to land, (the possession without a lease,) is constantly sold by a licensed auc- 
tioneer. The quantity is estimated by the sum, (a cow’s grass,) and such lots sell as high as twenty 
times the actual rent paid. In the summer sea.son, the small occupiers of land frequently dispose of the 
growing crop, and in some instances the produce of a cow, at a very low rate, to provide provisions at 
that season ; and it not unfrequently happens, that they purchase back their own corn at a usurious 
rate. 
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extinction of the loan fund of the late Fishery Board, fishing has been entirely knocked 

It would be a great blessing to the poor people, if all those possessed of boats could be 
supplied with hernng-nets, long lines, hooks, and a ti-ifle of cash, to enable them to put 
their boats in order. I think they would not require a bounty to induce them to fish. It 
IS lamentable to see thousands of people starving here at times, when our harbour and the 
whole coast are literdly teeming with fish—Mackerel, Herrings, &c. If stores of salt were 
placed at Cruit and Guidore, to be sold at a reasonable rate, they also would be of immense 
benefit to the copntiy. — {Lieut. Penfold.) 

In Rutland district, there are no loan funds, nor any other sources of assistance for the 
Eshei-men ; and they have suffered considerably since the extinction of the late fishery loan 
land, as credits cannot be obtained here {Mr. Careij.) 

In Portiioo district, the fishermen are not assisted by loan, or other funds; from which 
Circumstance they are m a wretched state of poverty. Credit for materials cannot be ob- 
tained. — {Mr. Webb.) 

In Dauriis district, there are no loan funds; and the fishermen have no other assistance 
than from the timber which is washed to the shore {Lieut. Wall.) 



Killyber/s, January 14, 1836. 

Examining CoMMissioNEn — J ohn Jagoe, Esq. 

Present— Captain Nesbit, D.I,.; Captain Sharpe, R.N.; the Rev. Mr. Ewen, Protestant 
Rector; the Rev. Mr. Drummond, P.P. 

Witnesses — Alexander Brown, Master of the Racer Cutter ; Joseph Hogan, of Skerries ; 
Walter M'Dermot, of Skerries ; John Re.ad, of the Murray Frith ; the Rev. Mr. Ewen ; 
the Rev. Mr. Drummond ; Lieutenant Harding, R.N., of the Coast Guard Department. 

If the Hen-ing fi.shing were attended to in summer, it would afford more certain employ- 
• raent than m winter. T’liere are a great deal of Mackerel and Craig-herrings (Skad) every 
season ; but they are only taken by forming a few herring-nets into a ti-am, (a kind of drag- 
net,) which is used by one boat and six men.* ^ 

^ the month of April and May, from Teilen to Malinhead, there are large quantities 
ofHerrin^gs, but no one fishes for them ; and again, in July and August tliey appear, but 
even at that season they are not taken, as it is supposed it would be difficult to cure them. 

In the winter, there is sometimes great Herring fishing; yet so uncertain, tliat tliere was 
none from 1822 to 1831. Since 1832, the fishing has been productive. 

In Inver Bay, during the summer, large quantities of small Hen-ings are taken, in which 
fishery two hundred boats are generally employed; this fishing is not as good as formerly. 

There are also two hundi-ed boats, of three tons burthen, six men in each generally 
employed in Hake fishing. While fishing for Hake, four men fish with one line each; and two 
men are constantly rowing, to prevent the boat falling to leeward, no anchor bein-^ used • 
and when it blows hai-d, two men only can fish, and four are obliged to row. It is not the 
practice to put out an anchor. Thirty .dozen Hake have often been caught by one boat 
in a day. Three dozen are considered generally good fishing. Never fish for Halie in dai-k 
nights, and seldom but by day. A strange boat, fishing some time ago, used an anchor 
and caught a great deal of fi.sh. 

'Die fishermen would use anchors and ropes, but they would be too expensive ; and it 
gives tliem enough to do to purchase lines. 

'Die hooks for Hake fishing, are not fastened on with wire. 'They are made by the coun- 
try smiths. 'J’he shank is nine inches long, to prevent the Hake from cutting the line 
which IS supposed to answer the place of wire. A better hook and line may be used in 
other places, but the fishermen here know nothing of them. 

'Die coast abounds with Lobsters and Crabs, from Killybegs to tlie Rosses. Turbot are 

dl over the Bay, and a Turbot fishery may be prosecuted witli success {Alexander 

Isroume.) 

From twenty-eight to fifty vessels, from Skerries, (County Dublin,) are at present in the 
harbour of Killybegs; their average tonnage may be about forty-five tons. There are 
three froni die Isle of Man, and one from Cardigan. Each vessel has about fourteen tons 
qt salt. Die Skerries wherries have a small boat for their nets for Herring fisliing, which 
is can-ied on deck to Killybegs. ° ^ 

The usual cargo of a Skerries boat consists of 200, 000 cured Herrings. The price paid last 
season was lOs. per thousand. Half the cargoes are generally purchased ; the remainder 
caught. HeiTiiigs are sold as cheap as 4s. 6d. per thousand. 

From seven to eight hundred small boats, including those from Skerries and the sur- 
rounding coast, Rsh for Herrings. The boats used by the inhabitants of Killybegs are about 
three tons, pulling from four to six oai's ; lengdi of keel from seventeen to nineteen feet 
and beam six feet. ’ 

'The boats used by the Sken-ies men who come to fish are about eight tons, twenty-four 
feet keel, seven feet ten inches beam, and three feet three inches deep, in which are used 

* See Evidence at Valentia, in Kerry, for a description of an improved net for Mackerel and Skad. 
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eight pieces of net of thirty fathoms long, and seven fathoms deep. The country bouts 
have a piece of net for each man, seventeen fathoms in length, and five fathoms deep. 

There are no ceiling boards in the Donegal boats, nor are they well adapted for fishing; 
neither is there any convemency to pump or bale ; and the Herrings ai-e hauled in the nets on 
bo^d, and not shook at se^ as in Scotland. They are injured a good deal in consequence. 

Tlie local fishernien are m the habit of shooting across each other’s nets, and thlre is a A Government 
great deal oi irregularity while fishing. It would be of great benefit to have a government vessel required to 
vessel to preserve and, in case of bad weather, to assist the fishermen to save their keep order, and 

lives and property. 1 he net-buoys should be marked with the name of the boat and owner ^^ist Boats in 
as in Scotland. ’ distress. 

A large boat would be required to row among the fishing boats to preserve oi-der. Shoot- 
mg nets m the day time is very injurious. 

Mr. Hogan stated that last season, during the Heiring fishery, twenty-four men were 
drowned ; liad not the Coast Guard cutter rendered assistance, many more might have 
been lost, ihe cutter also took up over one hundred pieces of net, which would in all 
probability have been lost, but for the assistance she gave. 

Mr. Brown, the ma.ster of the Racer cutter, who was out a few days assisting the fisher- 
men, took up many pieces of net ; many more were lost, as the cutter could not take 
them all. Some of the nets taken up were full of rotten fish ; they were so heavy, that 
pullies were put up to get them on board. It is the practice to shoot nets and return to 
the shore for the night, and haul them in the morning. If a gale of wind comes on while 
the nets are shot, their loss is almost certain. Tiie Racer cutter towed boats into hai'boui- 
and, as often as it did not interfere with duty, assisted the fishermen; but there was much 
more assistance required than could be given. Had there been no other duty at the time 
more nets would have been saved. When the nets, buoys, and oai-s were taken up, there 
was a difficulty in identifying them. 

Ml-. Hopn was fishing on the night last season at Killjbegs, when the boats, nets, an.l Cause assigned tor 
men were lost, tlie -n-md was N.N.E. with heavy showers of snow i twenty-two boats be- loss of men and 
longing to bkernes had shot their nets, but neither boats, nets, nor any men from Skerries nets at Killybegs, 
were lost ; some of the boats were driven to St. John’s Point, more to Mullaghmore, and 
some to Bundoran ; these boats were larger and better manned, and canied a luesail 
which was the means of saving them. * 

The country boats are small, in bad repair, bad oars, and never carry sails ; and from 
not being coated regularly with tar or paint, they are water-soaked. 

Many of the Skerries boats parted from their nets, but from being well moored, and suf- 
hciently buoyed, the nets did not di-ive out of their places. Their nets are moored with 
anchors and three-inch ropes. ITie country people always moor witli stones and small bad 
ropes, from which it is easy to account for their nets being can-ied away. 

Diere is a buoy to every five fathoms of Skerries nets; the country boats have notabuov 
to eight fathoms ; the country nets are ail made of flax, whicli very soon rots, and the 
labour is lost. 

jriie Skerries boats are large and well provided. The men have plenty of clothes to change 
when wet, which enables them to stand the weather. 'Die country boats are small and 
generally pot m good order, wanting oai-s, and the men are badly provided with clothes ; 
so that It IS a wonder that lives are not more frequently lost every season, as no men can 
pull when wet through ; and the wet clothes often become frozen. To this may be attri- 
buted the loss of men and nets. 

It would be necessary to have a vessel provided, with large boats, to attend the fishery, 
llie Racer cutter is too small to carry such boats. A man-of-war’s yawl would be required 
to row among the boats when fishing — {Captain Sharpe.) 

The Herrings taken at Killybegs are of a much better quality than those taken in Scot- HerriiiL>s taken 
land. Some boats caught 25,000 PleiTings last winter in one night. ~ ' • 

During the season, at least 2,000 barrels of Herrings were cured in the open air at Kiliy- 
begs. ITiere are not what may be called salt-stores, sheds, or curing-housL. The curers 
are put to great inconvenience in bad weather. There is now at Killybegs a large quantity 
of salt, at least one thousand tons. ^ ■' 

IW connected with ivhemes have £2,500 ready to purchase Herrings; and different Amount ready to 
Other persons liave x20,000 also ready to purchase. ITie men who fish have made from £4 purchase Herrings, 
to £15 per man during the Herring fishery. Many fishermen, who lost tlieir nets early in 
tlie fishery, were thrown out of employment, as they had not the means to purchase others. 

At bheephaven, the Skerwes fishermen are always charged by the landlords £l for tlie Charge for use of 
use of a part of the beach to dry their fish on, though they give the heads and roe of the the Shore, 
hsh to tlie country people for nothing. There is no accommodation in the way of curing or 
diy-mg-hoiises : the fishermen have to build a shed at their own expense. When many boats 
fish at Sheephaven, there is but little of the strand for each; the strand in that case often 
lets lor £40, for a period of about three months.* This is a great hardship. Sheds would be 
of great benefit. 

A Skerries boat may catch Ling to the extent of thirty or forty hundred weight, dried; Quaiitiiv of Fiji 
twelve or fourteen hundred of Cod, of five score to the hundred ; and thirty hundred of taken by a Skerries 
ftkate. 1 have known each man, in a season, to make £14. The Skerries fishermen find Boat, 
their lines pnd hooks ; each share generally costs about £6. Tlie fishermen never received 
any part of the tonnage bounty, nor any thing more during its continuance than at present ; 

Jt was all received by the owner of the boat. 

r-* Act, 1819, as to the strands, or waste shores, of the United Kingdom,— 59 

George III., cap. 109, sec. 38. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




64 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Habits of Cod and The Cod and Ling generally follow the Hen-ings; they remain to feed on the spawn ; 

they are found on the coral spawning beds when the Herrings leave, in the same way that 
the Cod frequent the Douglas banks, (Isle of Man,) which are coral, of the same descrip- 
tion as at Poitnacross in Killybegs Bay (Walter M^Dermot.) ^ 

The Yellow Bank. John M‘Kinty had charge of Mr. Cassidy’s vessel, the Fox, of twenty-five tons ; fished 
three montlis off Teilen on the Yellow Bank; does not know the bearings; has taken in one 
haul twenty-five dozen Cod, some Skate, and one dozen Ling. The fishery of the Yellow 
Bank has decreased ; it was abundantly supplied with fish ; did not fish since tlie bounty 
ceased. •' 



3- Mr. Hogan stated tliat the mast of his wheirv cost at Liverpool, in April 1835, £20- 
1- could purchase such a spar at the Isle of Man for '£6. At the Isle of Man, Norway timber 
could be bought at 10c/. the solid foot, Memel, lid., oars, 2^. 6d. the pair. If he wanted 
to repair his vessel, ’.yould find it his advantage to do so at the Isle of Man ; but considers 
It a hardship not having been able to do so in Ireland on the same terms ; the expense of 
taking a boat and men to the Isle of Man, nearly counterbalances any savings that may be 
on the repairs. In a few years there will be no ship carpenters at Skerries, as the boat- 
building is so encouraged at the Isle of Man, from the cheapness of materials. The boys 
at Skerries now take to some other trade in preference to that of a boat (or ship) car- 
penter. ^ 

s. Mr. Hogan was on the coast in tlie summer of 1815, 1816, 1817, and 1818; then 
there was every appesu-ance of shoals of Herrings, from Sheephaven Bay to Broadhaven. 
The appearances were what are on the coast of Scotland, and in St. George’s channel Por- 

poises, Plen-ing-hogs, (a small description of Whale,) and the usual birds over the shoal. 
A profitable summer Herring fishing may be carried on from Tory to Innisboffin. ITiese 
apjiearances have been observed from June until October. 

He has often seen the Sunfish off Rackibirn Island in great numbers. 

llie description of boat suitable for fishing in the summer, is a half-decked smack, of 
twenty or twenty-five tons, with six or seven men; eighty barrels would be sufficient for 
such a boat ; the barrels and salt should be deposited on shore, while fishing, to make 
room for working the hen-ing-nets. A store would be requisite to lock up tlie salt and 
barrels, as no more of either should be taken to sea, than would be sufficient for a week or 
a fortnight’s fishing. 

The quality of the Herrings on tliis coast is remarkably fine. 

In the winter it not unfvequently happens that there is no Herring fishing, even at Kil- 
lybegs; from 1822 to 1831, there was not any: from 1831 to the present time, it has been 
successful. 
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In the winter of 1827, Mr. Plogan’s wherry was four months on the coast, her stopping 
place was Ballinakill, near the Kilries; she was several times at Boffin Island, and Galway 
Bay, but in consequence of no Herrings setting in on the coast that season, there was a 
loss of £130. Boats for the north-west fishery are always obliged to be fitted out expen- 
sively. ' 

On the way from Blacksod Bay to Boffin Island, he met with an extraoi-dinaiy shoal of 
Herrings ; two hundred and three quarters of which filled a barrel ; the Hendngs at Round- 
stone, run about five hundred to the barrel ; at Killybegs, they may be averafi-ed at eight 
hundred and a half to a barrel. ® “ 

The Galway Bay Hen-ings are about the size of those taken at Killybegs. 

Herrings may vai-y a little in size, but ai-e to be met with at each placef of the size de- 
scribed, generally every year. 

Killybegs is the best bay for fishing on the coast, and a boat would take more Herrino-s 
there than any where else, as the sea is not so rough as at other fishing places. ° 

In Bla-cksod Bay the fishing commences about thelstof Januaiy; at Boffin’island, about 
the 1st February ; and at Galway, last season, it commenced on the same day that it did at 
Killybegs, the 12th January. 

Mr. Read has been about twenty years curing Hen-ings ; cured principally in Banffshire, 
and at Wick. The boats used in Scotland, are twenty-seven to thirty feet keel, and carry 
from ten to fourteen tons. All can-y lugsails, and generally about five men. Every boat 
carries from twenty-four to thirty nets, each generally twenty to thirty fatlioms long and 
from twelve to fourteen score meshes deep. The boats ai-e provided with four oars, but 
seldom depend on them ; the sails are generally used. 

The Scotch boats have ten, fifteen, or twenty nets for fishing, and are out every night, 
to look for fish, unless it blows a storm ; are not discouraged though many nights unsuc- 
cessful ; the fish seldom of late years come very close to land ; and if the fishermen waited 
until they come in, as they do at Killybegs, they would seldom have a fishing. 

The Hen-ing fishery continues from July till November; Haddock fishery then holds un- 
til the end of February; the Cod and Ling succeed until the end of April. The months of 
May and J une are spent in disposing of the fish, and in preparations for the Herring fishery, 
which commences the 10th or I5th July. ® ^ 

In July tlie Hen-ings sell higher for the Baltic market than at any other season. Tlie 
Herrings in July have no appearance of roe, and are very rich, though not large ; nearly all 
the early fish are bought up for the Baltic mai-ket, and sold as high, (fresh,) as 10s. Qd. a 
cran, and sometimes a higher price is obtained; if properly cured, Herrings would not turn 
brown, or be at all rancid. ® 

Tlie Herrings spawn all along the north coast of Scotland in August and September - 
after which there is no Herring fishing on that coast. In the winter there is occasionallv, in 
Loch I me, a fishing : m Scotland the Herrings spawn on coral banks. 
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It IS impossible to cm;e Herringi well in bulk ; they ought to be cured in pickle— first 
rubbing them with salt m a tub, then putting them in barrels, evenly laid in salt Foi the 

tvTthVrLhMlt' ^ "°'‘'‘'P“*ed; for the West Indies they ai-e, 

*<=y "'""U be of 

The sh«ls which ai-e required for curing, and stores for salt, are frequently the property 
of the resident eurer ; and if a stranger comes to cure fish, he is chai-gej a lent S £c 
tuates according to the prospect of fish. In some places a siifflcieily of sM Ind stmes 

capable of curing one thousand barrels of Herring, would cost from £10 tekSfeS 

Herrings are neyer cured in bulk in Scotland; and if, from a yery large take such a 
tl^g should happen, even with Scotch skill in curing, the Henings^muld nt Lrtll 

The earnings of Scotch fishermen in a season, may be from £20 to £50 oman • and many 

aS ‘wlZ%Th °T’’ od™etage, in case of the loss of 

fb/the setlsom ' * boatowner has the nets, the crews are paid £7 or £8 each 

sea1*my bSg w,re“ boats, for they cannot stand to 

•sea in any blowing weatliei ; diey are never provided with sails, and tlieir oars are bad • he 
wonders that there is not a greater loss of life. Even the Skerries yawls are too small 
rim Donegal boats are only eighteen feet keel, and in bad order. 

Ihe accommodation at Killybegs is not fit for the purpose of curing There are 
neithei salt-stores, nor sheds; nor even a level space to put barrels on. Fo/a little store 
welve feet by fourteen, with an earthen floor, £5 is chafged for the season; and for libStv 
to use fifteen or twenty square yai-ds of a duty piece of land, that a barrel cannot be safely 
rolled on, without damage, the charge is £5._(Jlfr. Read ) ^ 

Off the Stags of .^imimore, the crew of a vessel employed by the Nautical Survey of 
Ireland, under Captam Mudge, caught three doaen Cod md one dozen Ling, tWoLe 
of three hours, th.rty-two fathom water, with a rotten coral bottom. iCy used o3y 
fharho^-d*™?’ /“bed but while the vessel was becalmed. Lieut. Hardiug^also stated 
Sf ^ •*“ “““ *° “'ttveyed any of tL bLks as 

they lay too far off for the coast survey. ‘tuy ui uie oaoKs, as 

IWad Pi* ’'“■ '‘'r?''/i observations, he thinks the coast &om Mulroy to 

Doneganiay is abnudantly stocked with fish— Gurnet, Mackerel, Craig-herring Bream 
Skae Haddock, miting. Cod, Ling, Hake, Turbot, Lobsters, and Crabs * ’ 

llie boats along that hne of coast are made more for sea-weed than fishing • are small 
and never carry sails. The enrragh is used a good deal by the poor pe“ife’ rremote 

^e boats are generdly in bad condition, and few, except the ciirraghs, fish 
Ma^keTeflTirathlbg! Mulroy, for 

tunh“rfirJn54^Sl^^^^^^ 

Doe.s not think the weather too tempestuous, nor the harbours so difficult of access as to 
prevent any eiiterprizing men from fishing on the coast of Donegd. Dmln g d'rsmimS 

tirseveS? * S.W. and N.W. winds are 

will's “™’‘’ ™b ■> N-W. wind,Killybegsis under iier- 

with a S.W., the Bay of Donegal ts open to run for Killybegs; if not, Clntrchnool in 
Inniskca Island, is; and a vessel of twenty or tliirty tons, drawilg eight feet water *if rinns 
wet e put in the rock, may be kept secure in a gale of wind. If to the leeward so as not tn 
make Killybegs,— Rosses, Gola, Innismalion, or even Downlngs or Mulroy would offer a 
shelter. But he does not mean to apply this evidence to trading ves2 3 tb7 ex 
mTe°° ®"/7begs. Ohnrchpool, Ai-ran Roads, and tile Downilgs, wonl’d be rendered 
r&rs. V.) the rocks fo'r moolgl^lSul 

thifiE3,!r Whafes'''t S"™ » Utgo “ttm to a Mr. Nesbit, to encourage 

WhJ3/sh Sy M the nndertakin|. 

id. per cup, and used with oaten cake. ^ ‘ »d), oougiic at 

It W,''' Z Broughton, last season sent 200 tons of salt to Killybegs for his tenanlrv 

l^tlrfLtshL'h" B.eirL,®nnies^:CSe 

tenlrl'‘itTm„iT°™ .‘b»//iing on this coast, if the pier at Portnacross was ex- 
fisheS. ff , •» 'he fishing ground than Killybegs. In bad weather the 

nshemen suffer much inconvenience for want of shelter. ’ 

1 he badness of the roads is of great injury to the fishery. After the first few days, tliey 
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Export of Corn. 
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Fishing Instruc- 
tion recommended. 
Loans. 



Sale of Ardent 
Spirits to I'isher- 



ai'e so cut up, tliat it is difficult to travel on them, which has the effect of lessening the de- 
mand for fish.* — (i?cu. Mr. Drummond, P.P.) 

It was stated, that since the Hening fishing re-commenced, in 1832, the export of 
oats decreased considerably ; last season, very little was exported. The oats were ground 
into meal, and consumed by the country people. 

The production bounty made the fishermen exert themselves, and would be of advan- 
tage, even at 3 per cent. 

During the bounty, the fishermen were better clothed, but their houses and food were 
not better. 

The former bounty did in no way improve the mode of fishing. 

It would be of benefit if the Government would send some expert fishermen, with im- 
proved nets, to teach the people to fish. 

A loan, on the plan of the former one, would be productive of no benefit. Wien the 
fishermen got materials, they usually sold them. 

Had there been fishing at the time, probably the materials would not have been sold. 

At present the fishermen are put to great inconvenience to procure materials, and are 
obliged to pay high credit prices for them. 

During the old loan fund, many, who were not fishermen, received loans. It could 
not be helped at the time. 

It would be well to have a loan fund vested in a committee, or give a committe power to 
recommend deserving fishermen. 

The old practice was to give a boat to one man. It would be better to give a boat to a 
crew, that all may have an interest (^Capt. Nesbit.) 

Publicans should by law be prevented from selling ardent spirits on credit to fishermen. 
There should be no legal remedy to recover the amount, as is, he believes, the case, when 
spirits are sold to sailors {Mr. Broiai.) 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 



Donegal Bay. 



Fisheries and 
Modes of Fisliiiig. 



Oyster Fishery. 



Lobster Fisliery. 



Trawling. 



Herrings. Cod, Ling, Turbot, Mackerel, Craig-herrings (Skad), Salmon, black Pol- 
lock, and liaddock are taken in this district, (Teilen West.) The winter Herring fishery 
has usually commenced about the first of January, and continued until March. Cod, 
Ling, Turbot, and Haddock succeed, and continue until July. Salmon, Mackerel, and 
Craig-herrings, from July to October and November ; black Pollock are taken all through 
the winter. Flerrings are taken with drift-nets ; long lines, hand lines, and spillards, are 
u.sed for Cod, Ling, and Turbot. — {Lieut. Hearle, C. G. 0., Teilen West.') 

llie indications of fish by day, are Wliales ; by night, the luminous appearance of the 
sea, by which fishermen can observe fish three hundred yards off .. — {Samuel Mitchell, Chief 
Boatman, C. G., Teilen East.) 

'Die Herring fishery at Killybegs gives most employment, and is most productive. The 
usual indications of Herrings are, an unusual number of gannets, gulls, and other sea birds. 

At Killybegs there are a few native Oysters ; and Lobsters and Crabs, of a superior 
quality, are taken {Capt. Sharpe.) 

Tliere are no Oysters of any importance in this district (Trybane), but one small bed in 
Donegal Channel, f recently discovered ; it is ai-tificial. Tlie Oysters were brought from 
Broadliaven many years ago, where they abound. No private right to the fishery was 
exercised, and, consequently, it was nearly destroyed in six months. 

Lobsters are supplied in suflicient quantities for the demand ; they are of superior quality. 
The supply might increase, if there were improved facilities for transit to distant markets. 
Strangers do not come to fish for Lobsters ; about fifty men ai'e employed, from Brucklas to 
Inver, fishing for them. The practice is to boil the fish before sale, which causes them only 
to be fit for the local mai-ket. Lobsters sell at 4s. 6<f. to 6s. per dozen; Crabs are not 
valued. Scallops are known at Killybegs, but not taken in any quantities. They are of a 
large size, and used as food. — {Lieut. Hamiltcm, C. G. O., Trybane.) 

Herrings, Hake, and Cod, are generally fished for on this line of coast (Durin.) The 
summer Herring fishery commences the 1st of August, ends about the 1st of November; the 

winter fishery commences 1st January, ends about the close of February {Thomas Bolt, 

Chif Boatman, Coast Guard.) 

The Sprat fishery continues from August to the latter end of December ; Cod, from 
November to March, are taken witli long lines ; Hake are taken from August to February. 
— {Mr. Christian, Principal Officer of Customs, Ballyshamum.) 

'Pliere is no trawling on this line of coast (Teilen East). ITie only complaints made, are 



• Mullaghmore is very well situated to supply the County of Sligo with fish, particularly from tlie 
facility with which fish may be carried to it from Killybegs, or any part of Donegal Bay. A few 
boats of twenty tons, as carriers, would be the means of keeping up a constant supply, and increase 
the markets for Killybegs. The day Mr. Jagoe crossed, in the Pacer cutter, from Killybegs to Mul- 
laghniore, the sea was sufficiently smooth for such boats ; yet, none of the country boats could cross 
tlie bay ; the consequence of which w'as, that several hundred carts and horses left Mullaghmore with- 
out fish, though there was an unusually large take the night before, at Killybegs. 

t This bed of Oysters was discovered by Captain Mudge, R.N., during the survey of the coast. 
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by fishermen ag^nst each other, for shooting nets foul of other nets, during the Herring Trawling, and 
fishery. — (^Samuel Mitchell, ) Modes of Fishing- 

Trawling is not practised at Killybegs. The bottom is in many places rocky, and there complained of. 
is no vessel with trawls on this coast. 

Very great complaints are made, for want of an armed vessel to control the fisliermen 
during the Herring fishery. Nets are frequently cut and injured, from the practice of 
shooting them across others. Shooting nets by daylight is very common. The fisheiy is 
in general iiTegularly conducted, — (Capt. Sharpe.) 

Fisliing for Sprats with half-inch mesh, in this district (Trybane,) I believe to be most 

destructive to Herrings, which are taken intermixed in large quantities {Lieut. Hamilton.) 

The practice of trawling has decreased here. The general opinion of fishermen is that 
trawling is injurious to the Fisheries in shoal water. 

The fishermen of this district (Durin), all complain of fishing with nets in daylight 

{Mr. Bolt.) > X 5 y ^ 

There are no vessels in this harbour (Teilen East). The boats in general are in bad Boats a:id Gear, 
order, as the fishermen are poor, and not able to repair them, owing to the loss they sus- 
tained in 1835. ITie boats are from sixteen to nineteen feet keel,fi-om six feet four inches 
to seven feet beam, rowing from four to six oars ; cost from £6 to £10. A larger descrip- 
tion of boat, of about four tons, with lugsails, would be more serviceable ; the cost of such 
boats would be from £12 to £14. Each piece of hen-ing-net is about twenty fathoms long, 
and three and a-half fathoms deep ; mesh, one and a-half inch squai-e ; cost, complete, from 

£2 to £2 10s. The nets ai-e made by the families of tlie fishermen Samuel Mitchell.) 

Tlie boats of Killybegs ai-e generally of a very bad construction, without sails, and in 
every respect badly found in gear and materials. About one-half of the boats are only in a 
condition to continue the Hen-ing fishery, having nets, &c . ; tlie other half are without 
such necessary materials. There are no larger description of vessels than the six-oar row- 
boats. Few persons follow fishing exclusively, as they are generally agricultural labourers. 

No improvement has taken place within the memory of any person living, either in the 
Construction of the boats of the native fishermen, or in the mode of taking fish. 

The boats used by the fishermen are built to pull four or six oars ; the cost varies from 
£6 to £10. Larger boats or vessels would be desirable; but I am unable to judge of the 
capability of the natives, as to their management. Herring-nets complete, of twenty fa- 
thoms long, cost from £2 5s. to £3 ; they ai-e generally made by fishermen and their fa- 
milies ; those who have the means employ tradesmen. No societies or schools of industry 
at Killybegs — {Capt. Sharpe.) .< 

From the heavy loss last winter of boats and fishing gear, there are at present a number 
of poor fishermen not able to replace the loss. The fishermen saved are in a very low con- 
dition, and stand much in need of relief, to prepare themselves for the present fishing sea- 
son. As for vessels, there are none in this district (Durin); which is a loss in seasons 
when fish are plenty, as there is no mode of conveying fish to markets but carts and horses. 

A vessel for the purpose, of about thirty tons, is much required in this district. {Mr. Bolt.) 

Tlie boats of this district (Trybane) ai-e in general badly constructed, badly found, and 
and in bad repair. The description at present used are open, carvel-built, with square 
sterns ; average length, twenty feet, by six feet six inches beam ; cost of boat, oars, an- 
chors, and cables, from £10 10^. to £12. If the harbours were improved, I would recom- 
mend, as most desirable and profitable, the small class of Cork or Galway hooker ; in which 
the hardy men, half employed on this coast, could follow the fish in the offing, wliich cannot 
be done in the present class of boats, without risk. 

I also think this class of vessels good trainers for seamen. 

The herring-net is composed of four deepenings, each sixty meshes in depth, and forty 
yards long, which are laced together. Each net costsfrom £2 10s. to £2 15. A boat car- 
ries six such nets. The sprat-net has half an inch mesh, and is nearly of the foregoing 
dimensions, but is dearer. 

The herring-nets are used indiscriminately for Hen-ings, Mackerel, and Salmon. Net 

twine is spun tor Zd. to Ad. per lb., and tlie netting of each deepening costs 2s. Qd {Lieut. 

Hamilton.) 

Herrings are generally used here (Teilen East), for bait, when they can be procured, jjait. 

Lug-worms and sand-eels are provided by digging up tlie sand, which is very laborious 

{Samuel MitchelV) 

Herrings ai-e used for bait at Killybegs ; when not to be had, sprats ; when neither are 
to be procured, a piece of any round fish ; worms ai'e also used for bait. Boats go out so 
seldom, that a scai-city of bait is not complained of. There are mussel banks on various 
parts of the coast. — (Ca/it. Sharpe.) 

Sprat and herrings, with pieces of coarse fish, such as glassen, are bait for Cod ; hake, 
conger-eel, and lug, for Haddock, Turbot, Plaice, red Gurnet, and Whiting. There is 
generally a sufficiency of bait here (Trybane) ; but the fishermen often go to procure it 
elsewhere. I would propose to have the white whelk (buckey), planted where they are 
not, as they are excellent bait for white fish. — {Lieut. Hamilton^ 

There is no observance of any regulations. The Salmon fishery certainly requires to be Regulations, 
regulated. An exclusive right to the entire of this harbour (Teilen West), and two miles 
to the westwai'd, is claimed by the proprietors of Salmon fisheries. It is all necessary to 
restrain the practice of shooting and hauling nets at all hours of day and night. — {Lmd. 

Hearle.) 

There are no regulations whatever at Killybegs. Trammel-nets are used in tlie summer 
season. There should be regulations observed as to the size of the mesh of nets. Fisher- 

I 2 
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men should not be peiunitted to shoot their nets in the courses to the weirs, when the 
Salmon go to the rivers. When contentions occur among fishermen, there should be 
regulations, and an authority on the spot to enforce them. Much valuable time h^ fre- 
quently been lost during the fishery, by persons absenting themselves to prefer complaints 
before magistrates, at a distance from the fishing ground. The existence of a local autho- 
rity during the fishing season appears to be requisite. — {Capt. Sharpe.) 

^lere ^e no regulations for the fishery in this district (Trybane), though much re- 
quired. The one-inch rnesh is entirely used, except for Sprat. The sprat-net is half- 
nich mesh ; and the practice of using such nets is most injurious. There are no trawls. 
A description of net is used, called a tram, in the summer, for taking Mackerel, when 
mey make the shore in shoals. I am of opinion that tlie Sprat fishery sliould be prohibited, 
i he fishers concur in this opinion. 

If the skippers of all boats were sworn or pledged to respect the rights of others, it would 
have a good and complete effect, aided by a small penalty, or limited detention of the boat 
or the offending party. 

The Rev. A. Montgomery claims the exclusive right to tlie Salmon fishery of Inver Bay. 
When boats are fishing m numbers, tliey should be prevented from injuring each other, by 
a fine or detention of the boat, to be decided by magistrates or arbitrators. Herring fish- 
ing between sun-rise and sun-set should be prevented; admitting nets to be hauled be- 
tween those hours, which had been previously shot. I am not aware of any powers existing 
to regulate the fishery, nor do I believe that any salutary or useful regulations have hereto- 
fore existed.— (Zzewt. Hamilton.) 

It would be important to have one or two Inspectors on each harbour, that would con- 
stantly attend to prevent fishing for Herrings during the day, or shooting nets foul of each 
otlier, and to put a stop to Sprat fishing. The magistrates are seldom called upon ; it would 
be necessary to empower them to act on the complaint of fishermen, without delaying for 
Betty Sessions — {Mr. Christian.) ° 

The principal markets for tliis district (Malinbeg) are Sligo, Ballyshannon, Donegal, and 
Eotterkenny ; distance to the last, forty miles. The roads are bad. Tlie supply of fish 
IS not at all times equal to the demand. Scotch Herrings are consumed occasionally. Fresh 
Cod and Ling usually sell at from 35. to 45. a dozen; Herrings, from Is. to IO5. a thoii- 
.sand.— (M-. Hall, C. G. 0) 

Sligo is the principal mai-ket for Teilen West; distance by sea, thirty-six miles; Lon- 
iionderry is fifty miles by land : the roads in the neighbourhood are bad. 

Ilie quantity of fish taken has not exceeded the demand. Herrings liaA'e sold fresh 
from 55. to 205. a thousand. Cod and Ling, from 25. 6d. to IO5. Qd. per dozen. Scotch- 
cured fish are not sold in this district. Hen-ings are chiefly cured on this coast. Cod and 
J-,ing are sometimes cured, and occasionally black Pollock. 

The fish cured by the fishermen are considered of better quality than those cured by the 
fish curers; both ai-e deteriorated in quality for want of facilities. Herrings are cured un- 
gutted. Tie supply of salt has not been sufficient during tlie last five years ; the mice has 
been £2 per (Lieut. Hearle.) J > it ■ 

The roads in this district (Teilen East,) ai-e in a very bad state; and from it to the inte- 
rior of the country. The greater part of the fish is sold to the carriers and salters. Tie 
cariying trade gives most employment. In consequence of the scarcity of salt, the quantitv 
ot fisli taken often exceeds tlie demand. 

Herrings were used formerly as manure. 

'Phe price of Hen-ings fresh is from As. to 25s. per thousand ; and of Cod, Ling, Glas- 
sen, and Haddock, from 25. to 65. per dozen; Lobsters, 3s. per dozen; salt Hen-ings, from 
10.V. to 18s. per thousand; Cod, 4s.; Ling, 6s.; Glassen, 2s. 6d. ; and Haddock,°l.! 8d 
per dozen. 

‘Scotch Herrings are sold in the local mai-kets; and are- better than those cured here, 
owing to the better mode of curing. ' 

The principal landed proprietor sent salt these two years to his tenants. There are no 
cooperages ; and banelling Herrings is not practised. 

the supply is often scai-ce, then the price is high (Samuel 

Hej-rmgs are shipped to Glasgow, Greenock, Dublin, and Sligo, from this, (Killybegs, ) 
and taken on carts to all the inland parts of the country, even to the distance of fifty miles 
1 lie ]-oads are very bad. 

cheap the quantity of fish taken has never exceeded the de- 

Many yeai-s ago, when salt was dear and scarce. Herrings were used for manure. 

Scotch Herrings are the only fish, not the produce of the country, consumed here; they 
ai-e better cured, and fetch a higher price than the fish cured on this coast, 
the inhabitant'^ ’ bai-relling is seldom practised. Herrings are cured in bulk by 

(explain' sL^e)’‘^‘ Liverpool— 

“Uy 4L part of Donegal, (T.7bane district,) except 

luring the Heiiing fisheiy, wdien they are almost impassable, to the great iniury of the 
fishing interest. Ihis obstacle prevents many persons from the interior getting to the 
harbours when the fish are taken; and in some cases, those who purchase fish can only 
take halt loads. From this cause, Herrings sell as low as 5s. or IO5. a thousand 
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all's" o.'irSo;" 

be doubled, ^ ^ -^iciiiiig nsnery tins average m some cases may 

Heirings were used as manure in 1817, and in 1822 TIiavp ;<• . j £ • 

of fresh fish, owing to tile weathei-, and the other purs'nltjof the fiaLjen” t£ sToIy 
of home-cured fish IS not equal to the demand tr - iciuiLii. xne suppij 

able extent. Cod and Ling sell fresh at from 5s. to l ot a^oSn? £ 11 ^ 3 , ““ Id 

(Sk\d,) from 5s. to vl per hnndred t slmorl; tm I" fo dd” ntr ft tT 
by the fishermen are better than those salted by the curers as’the f ' ™ 

vesKls which contain the pickle, and the latter in pLs, (bulk) ungittted 

has XS S ^ "f i" ™«4"-cfof which the qiiality 

the fishermen to dig holes in their cabhrto°saIt fisETf 

bec2efufd3ilTo.m'^ sy?em, Lth’^el^dfed bvl ■* “ f” *>- 

to the qutdlty of the fishUd .0 tile iteahliT to™ nslm^^ ^ 

»PPly w- so limited heretofore as to cause the 

rite morals of the fishermen here, (Teilen East) are good, though their circumstances r , u 

are low Tradesmen are more comfortable than fishermen or labonfers ; the nse of ardeni CoiKht.on „f the 

o ed“ “ S’-'™' S''”' 'll'' place are no? w5ml“ 

employed in fishing. Some are cultivating their small farms, and mmy seek emnlovmeht 

“ ‘ “f Tlie condS rf the fi?SrTai 

ran?S??hm’tlL?Sd.‘° who does not. Along the sea“ 

The widows of fishermen support themselves by begging; there ai-e manv in this dis 
tiessed State, whose husbands — {Samuel Mitchell.) ^ 

Ktllj’bcga, being generally small farmers, or farm labourers are better 
s*d? b* “"”1 *c“” ‘Itc additional benefit the Fisheries afford They are 

aid to be a moral, honest people ; fond of whiskey, but not remarkable for excess in to t?e 
of 1 . There are none who may be called regular fishermen, as all are at certain seLons 
empliyed m other avocations, and not more than one-third of the year is at present em 
ployed in fishing. Regular fishermen may employ two-thirds of the year witlf ndvantaye 
Imd foi 1? oT^oTIn?™"' “g'-cc than inland. Tire praprletors niallyfei 

D,„l„a il H ■ Middlemen let small patches, and charge from 30s. to ±^3 

Dm tng the Hen mg season, (five or six weeks,) a good row-boat will clear from £30 to £50 
Die aged fishermen are supported by charity, as also the families of tose who or,: 

drowmed; there was a subscription for tlie widowfof the men late^^ 

le aumidleiunmgs of a fisherman would not be sufficient to support his family from the 
at present carried on {Capt. SharpS 

It is difficult to distinguish between the several classes of tradesmen, fishermen and K 
Wers in this district, (Trybane.) The fishermen are temperate? S ^ 

"p 0 l mutual exertions, and would not unite for anv common 
„ood, unless diiected by influence, reward, or a prospect of immediate benefit Tlie 
StSr”' '1 °\?i though, under presem circumstance of beTefiMo t e 

fisheimen is decidedly injurious to the Fisheries. The occupier and cultivator of? 
wtir 1?^ than those who have no lind. Those witl-out iLd 

r u ned Tn diVllh??? thaX?mo?L?;! 

cJbeprofila^^^^ 

Thce“;^X?lpmtra^^.htu=^^^ 

prto4mt?t?™182? toS «ciency of 

i he fishermen with land have some provisions, but still they are often obii^pfl to l^■n,r 

?oTtot!d„rr” “,r “““» "hto“wetb?im 

and to CoaTGti!|.-(S^^^^ of .he neighbou..li„?;i, 

fund of the late Fishery Board was of greatservice in tliis district (Teilen East ) T r , , 

Since Its extinction, the fishermen have had great difficulty in procuring mVte-hk F? ''o*' 

credits, they are charged vsuriously.-(Samuel Mitchell.) ^ ^ ° mateiials. For Bcnulit bocieiies. 

benefit societies in this district (Killybees'i Innimof iFa 
beiuf i' dafs^? T‘ '“P™™ a™toiou of the fishermeu, tl.cr? Id 

certaS in ,Tc oal r ™fi i' obtained, as there is much un- 

tainty in the payment lor fishing materials. Industrious fishermen set three mor.tli«’ Are 
d.t frour tradesman; but they are generally charged usuriously!™(?|? I??; '''' 
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Loan Fund and Tiiere are no benefit societies here (Trybane,) nor can the fishermen invest money in 
Benefit Societies, savings banks, their great difficulty being to satisfy the landlord. 

There are no loan funds, though much wanted, if under proper regulations, to prevent 
enormous usury. 

I am of opinion, supported by the judgment of others, that the loan fund of the late Fishery 
Board did not improve the borrowers. I ascribe the failure to the regulations under which 
I understand loans to have been obtained, and the improvidence of the acceptors. For in- 
.stance, A. obtained an order from B. (the loan distributer), which he carried to C. (the 
dealer), from whom he bought, at ruinous prices, the materials he could have bought else- 
where for cash, at fair and moderate prices ; and often, to my knowledge, bought goods 
not required for the fishery. At the end of the yeai’, a harassing law proceeding was ne- 
cessarily instituted. 

Loans could be paid by instalments in four yeai’s. I would not recommend money to be 
given, but improved boats and materials,— such, for instance, as the Skeri-ies yawl, which 
is a good description of boat, and as cheap as those constructed here. 

Credit is easily obtained here,_but at usurious prices, — for instance, Scotch rope is im- 
ported at 285. per cwt., and retailed for fid. per lb. cash ; on credit, 7d. per lb. Pine spars, 

imported at 2s. each, are retailed at from 5s. fid. to 7s. each to the poor fishernien. 

{Lieut. Hamilton.) 

The fishermen of this district (Durin) applied for the loans of the late Fishery Board; 
but, as they could not give such security as Rectors of parishes or landed proprietors, the 
loans were not obtained ; and for want of materials the fishery was neglected, which left 
many destitute {Mr. Bolt.) 
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COUNTY SLIGO. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

Fislieries and At Mullaghmore, there are all sorts offish to be caught — Turbot, Cod, Haddock Ling 

Modes of Fishing. Soles, Plaice, Whiting, Herrings, &c. The Herring fishery commences about January, and 
ternnnates in the middle of March. Whiting ai-e taken from October to February. The 
other fish are caught through the year, more or less. 

The fish are taken more plentifully, after aheavy sea on the shore has been running some 
days, which very often occurs on this coast. 

The Whale is seen frequently rolling near the shores, and in the bays.— f" Lieut. MHean. 
Ji.N., C. G. 0., Mullaghmore.) 

In Rachley district, Hening fishing is the principal pursuit of the fishermen, and is cai- 
ried_ on between October and December. They are also employed in taking Mackerel, 
Craig-herrings, or Horse-macketel (Skad), Whiting, and several species of fiat fish. 

Only a very trifling quantity of fish of any kind has been killed on this part of the coast, 
m the last four or five years — {Mr. Greig, C. G. O., Itachley.) 

At Portevad, the entrance of Ballysodare Channel, Turbot are taken during the summer 

* Curragks; number not stated. t Ofi'er persons employed to assist. 
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months; and m the autumn, Mackerel, Whiting, and Pollock. Tlie employment in the Fisheries and 

lurbot hshmg is confined to a few, owing principally to difficulty in procuring tackle, viz.. Modes of Fishing. 

long lines and hooks. Mackerel and other fish afford more employment, but not the same 

profit, being lollowed as affording food for the families of the fishers. Tliere is good deep- 

sea fishing off this coast, with hand lines, in the harvest and winter months • Cod Lin'^ 

and Glassen are taken. — {Mr. Leader, C. G. 0., PuUendiva.) ’ 

On the coast, within Pulocheny district, (from Cai-anduff to Esky-bridoe ) scarcely 
any fishing is earned on at present, although there is plenty of fish in the bay— the fisher- 
men not having any gear, or boats fit for sea, or money to purchase them 

The few boats that fish use both hand and long lines ; and there is no doubt that if 
long line fishing were attended ^ Shies, and every other flat fish, <i well as 

Cod, Ling, Haddock, Pollock, Conger, Whiting, and every other sort of round fish 
would be taken m lai-ge quantities. ’ 

The Herring fishery formerly commenced here on the 15th of August; but, there beinir 
no boats sufficiently large to follow the Herrings to sea, that fishery failed. The winter 
Hen-ing fishery commences about Christmas, lliere is no doubt but Herrings would stiU 

be found in August, if the fishermen had craft fit for sea (Lieut. Hiaaon, R N. C G O 

Pulocheny.) ^ . 

On this part of the coast (Inniscrone district). Soles and other flat fish. Haddock, and 
Whiting, are taken from April until the end of June ; Turbot and red Gurnet, from June 
until August. Long lines are used, with four or five hundred hooks on them. 'Phe Her- 
ring fishing, which is considered the most profitable, and gives most employment, is from 
August to October; and about Christmas, the fishermen leave this in their boats and go 
to Lacken Bay, to fish for Herrings, which continues until the end of January. 

Tlie fisheimen never watch the approach of Herrings by appearances in the water One 
or two boats try first ; if they take Herrings, then tlie rest follow.— (Mr. Smith C G 0 
IrmiscTone.) ’ ' ’’ 

On the coast of Sligo, there is not much fishing carried on at present, except at Innis- 
a-one, for Turbot and Soles ; and at Mullaghmore, for Cod, Ling, Turbot, Gurnet, and 
Whiting; with the Herring fishery, which for some years has not been sooner than Janu- 
my, very, few Herrings having been taken in harvest. Formerly, the gi-eater quantity of 
Herrings was talcen m August — (Lieut. Clifford, R.N., Inspecting Commander of the Coast 
Guard.) 

The fishing on this coast is very trifling, in consequence of want of boats, capital and 
materials, and proper encouragement and protection. Cod (very large), with Ling Flake 
and Bream, ai'e taken from July to April and May; Hen-ings, from August to Novem- 
ber-^nd again, from about the 21st December to the 15th of February. Mullet from 
July to November; Dorees, in August and September; Pollock, at all times- also’Whit 
mg, which are very plentiful; Turbot, large and fine, from August to December. The 
net fishing is most productive, and would be more so, if well understood. Hooks and lines 
as_ trots, would be equally productive, and give more employment; and then apprentices 
might be employed, preparatory to their serving in the coasting and colonial tradei-s The 
trot-hne might be used to very great advantage, but it is not known upon this coast 71ie 

hs^rmen do not know how to shoot their nets to advantage (Lieut. Breretm, R N ) 

There ai-e two natural Oyster banks on this coast: one at Ballysodare, and the other at 
Lissade! ; and there is an artificial bed at Milk Harbour, which is supplied from West- 
port (Clew Bay). Lobsters and crabs are abundant: they are taken in basket pots and 
would supply a profitable trade during harvest.^ Lieut. M‘Lean, Mullaghmore.) 

One fisherman within tliis district (PuUendiva), has made much this year (1835) by 
Lobsters, talten in pots, and conveyed through the country for sale. Were the Lobster 
fishing encouraged, it would soon become a profitable trade. Lobsters in Sligo, sell from 

8d. to Is. each (Mr. Leader.) ® 

In Pulocheny district, Lobsters and Crabs, of good quality, are very abundant but are 
only taken with the hand, in holes among the rocks. — (Lieut. Higgon.) ' 

In Inniscrone district. Lobsters, though abundant, have been taken only during the last 
three or four yeai-s, and by two or three poor families, who also carry them to market — 

(Mr. Smith.) 

At Muflaglimore, one boat traivls occasionally. ITie supply of fish is not diminished by Travliiw. 

it here — (Lieut. ML^ean.) ^ 

On the coast, within Pulocheny district, there never has been any trawling, excent bv 

the yaclit of Mr. Bourke, of Killalla (Lieut. Higgon) ^ 

The supply of flat fish on the coast (in Inniscrone district), is diminished within the last 
SIX years, but this is not occasioned by tratvling. One boat, from Killalla, trawls occasion- 

ally, and the fishermen have not made any objection (Mr. Smith.) 

If trawls be encouraged, some regulations, as to size of fish to be killed, will become 
necessary — (Lieut. Brereton.) 

Tlie boats and gear in Mullaghmore district are in very bad condition. The geai- (nets Boats and Gear 
and lines,) are made by the fishermen. The nets are forty yards long, seven in depth and 

have inch meshes (Lieut. McLean.) ^ ’ 

In Rachley district the boats and gear are very indifferent. The boats have four oars 
and cost from £4 to £6 ; no other description of boat is desirable. The nets and hand 

Imes used, are made by the fishermen and their families ; the former are barked (Mr 

Greig) ' '' 

Ihe boats and gear in PuUendiva district, (from Dimmoran River to Esky River) are 
m very bad condition. ^ 
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Boats and Gear 



Bait. 
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An open boat, or yawl, pulling four oars, and of from £5 to £7 value, is the description 
tised. Two or three half-decked sail-boats, of from eight to ten tons, would be desirable 
at Portevad, where there are experienced fishermen and a good harbour ; the cost of each 
would be about £20. 

A herring-net, costs here, with ropes and buoys complete, about £3 10^., is from thirty 
to forty fathoms long, three in depth, and its meshes are on one side “the breadth of a 
penny piece.” A net of larger mesh is used in summer for taking Mackerel, Craig-herrings, 
(Skad,) Pollock, white Trout, &c. The nets are made in the fishennen’s families, by twine 
of tiieir own spinning. — (Mr. Leader^ 

Of the few boats, in Pnlocheny district, (from Esky-bridge to Caranduff,) a part are not 
sea-worthy; the nets are rotten ; and the fishermen are not able to replace them. Tliere 
are three hundred fishermen who have neither nets, lines, or boats. 

The boats in use are small, carvel-built, sharp fore and aft, and cost, with oars, from £7 
to £9. If the harbour were improved, smacks and wherries would be desirable. 

The nets are made from flax, in the fishermen’s families, with inch meshes, twelve score 
in depth, and are used only for Hen-ings. Trammels would answer well on this coast, but 
the fishermen here know nothing about them. 

Those who give out the flax to be spun, pay Z\d. per dozen for the spinning, and 9^. for 
making a piece of net. The nets seldom last, (being flax not barked,) more than four 
.seasons. 

The Cornish fishermen of Mount’s Bay, work their nets twelve seasons, and often more ; 
their twine is made from hemp, much fairer spun; and the nets are kept well barked. — 
( Lieut. Hi^gon.) 

The boats and nets at Esky, (Pulocheny district,) are in very bad condition ; and many 
fi.shermen are unable to follow their avocation, for want of boats and gear. As a naval offi- 
cer, I beg leave to say, that the fishermen will not prosper unless persons shall be sent here 
by Government, from England or Scotland, to teach them how to fish: rewai'ds also should 
be held out as encouragement to exertion and improvement, sobriety, &c. 

Light but strong carvel-built boats, from new models, would be better than those now in 
use, being from twenty-one to twenty-seven feet keel, twenty-five and half to thirty-two and 
a half feet extreme length, six to eight and a half feet beam, with high gunnels, which would 
make them pull and sail well, having an iron band to the keel as a protection in hauling 
up on the beach, and ash oars. 

T!)e nets (which are of flax) seldom last more than two years, and are tarred once at 
tlie commencement of the season. They are more expensive than hemp nets, which are 
more durable. Rewards should be given for the use of hemp nets kept in the best condi- 
tion. — ( Lieut. Brereton, R.N.) 

7^he boats and fishing gear (in Inniscrone district,) belong to very poor persons who have 
no other mode of living ; they are in very bad condition. The boats are yawls, and cost from 
£9 to £I0 ; no other kind would answer. The most of the boats were built by the late 
Fishery Board. 

The herring-nets used are twenty-one fathoms long, three fathoms deep, with inch meshes ; 
and cost about £2. A spillard with five hundred hooks, costs about £1 1 Os. Gear is made 
by the fishermen’s families. — (Mr. Smith.) 

Nothing can possibly be worse than the condition of the boats and gear on the Sligo 
coast, except at Milk Harbour, where there are two or three good fishing boats : almost all 
others on this coast are badly found, and the oars in the row-boats are ludicrous in the ex- 
treme. They generally belong to fishermen in partnership. The build of the boats has 
been improved of late years, which in some meastire may be ascribed to the settling of a 
Galway boat-wright in Sligo. Tlie row-boats preferred on this coast are the Norway yawls, 
both on account of safety and cheapness. Sail boats at present in use, cost from £30 to 
£50 ; row-boats, from £3 to £10. Larger vessels would be useful, if the fishermen were 
acquainted witli the deep sea fishing; but at present I do not think they would be advan- 
tageous. 

There are no societies or schools of industry in tliis country, for giving instruction in net 

making or other avocations (Lieut. Clv^ord, R.N.) 

In Mullaghmorethe lug-worm is invariably used as bait for all kinds of fish; it is abun- 
dant. Conger and flounder are also used for Turbot, and sometimes for Cod. Wliiting 
is not bad bait for hand lines in taking Wliiting when the fish are numerous. Mussels are in 
great quantities, but are too small for bait. — (Lieut. McLean.) 

The baits used in Rachley district, ai-e mussels and lug-worms ; when they are scarce, 
fresh fish cut up is used. — (Mr. Greig.) 

The fishermen in Pullendiva district use fresh herrings as bait in deep sea fishing. Pol- 
lock, and sometimes mackerel, skate, and sometimes veal, are used for baiting long lines for 
r urbot. Mussels are used for rock Cod, and are found in abundance about seven miles off'. 
Rock Cod are very numerous on this coast, and the fishermen are prevented from taking 
them by not having mussels near them,_ which, however, may be had at a cheap rate by a 
carrier, from a bank at Cullinamore, within four miles of Sligo. When fresh Heii'ings are 
scarce, the fishermen use as substitutes in deep sea fishing, salt Hen’ings left in water for 
some hours ; and also veal (ilfr. Leader) 

The bait used for Cod and Ling in Pulocheny district, are sand-eels, herrings, and dogfish; 
for Pollock, fresh water eels ; for Turbot and other flat fish, which are in great plenty, (but 
the fishennen have not spillards to catch them,) mackerel, herrings, sand-eels, and lug- 
worms — (Lieut. Higgon.) 

Cockles, mussels, and beef, have not been tried as baits at Portevad. (Lieut. Brereton.) 
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Bait is abundant in Inniscrone — lug, sand-eels, and henings. (Mr. Smith.) 

Tram-nets (dvauglit-nets) ai-e used by fishermen in summer and harvest' and occasion 
much contention. 

Sprats, ^ or young Herrings, are taken in great quantities, with hoop-nets, which are tlierc- 
fore injurious to the Herring fisheiy. ^ 

To preserve the peace am^g the fisheimen, a few police should be placed at each fishing Kegnlations as to 
stanon, m tlte season of the Hetrmg fishery ; particularly at Mullaghinore. Modes and Eights 

The Coast Guards endeavour to keep peace, and with effect._(iiei,t. iTLem.) "f Pishing, and to 

Ihe exclusive right of hshmg on the shore from Esky to Carrinish Point, an extent of P"“ic Or*r- 

If the fishermen were supplied with nets, lines, and lobster-pots, to a certain extent the 
fust year, it would be well to have a regular- season for each system of fishing. To induce 
them to take care of their boats and gear, and look after fish, I would propose that at the 
end of each season, a small premium should be given to the men who paid most attention to 
fishing, and kept from drink — {Lieut. Higdon.) 

A standard size -for the meshes of nets is required, to prevent the killing of small fish. 

'Uie killing of Lobste^^^^ six inches in lengtli, or Crabs of four inches and a half, 
should be prohibited. Both trawl and trammel-nets might be used here with advantage ; 

the latter would be very useful among the rocks {Lieut. Brerctcni, R. N.) ® 

The Mullaglimore fohermen sell their fish to dealers, who carry them to the markets; Markets and 
principally to bhgo. The roads are good.* Curing. 

pc supply Is not equal to the demand. Scotch Herrings are sold In the local markets 
and at higher prices than the Irish, which are cured in piles, (bulk) ; the practice of barrell 
ling does not exist here. — {Lieut. M‘Lean.) ^ 

In Radley district the supply of fish is not equal to the demand of the markets. 

Scottish Herrings _ai-e imported. None of the fish taken are cured, except by the fishermen 
tor the use of their families. — {Mr. Greig.) 

(Mr I”!*”') ^ “ ““S' “ *<= neighbourhood.— 

In Pnlopny district, fish would be much used If they could be had. The cadgers com- 
ing to the boats for the fish scarcely give the fishermen time to put tliem on shore : fish are 
dearer here than in most parts of England. 

The roads are good, and if the Fisheries were improved, the caiTying ti-ade would give 
great employment. Wien they were carried on here to a respectable extent, say bv two 
or giree hundred boats, the whole of the fisK of every description were sold on the beach. 

bcotch Herrings are much in demand, as, with the exception of potatoes. Herrings are 
the only diet of the poorer classes. — {Lieut. Higgon.) 

Fish are very dear here, (Pnlocheny district,) and are in consequence sold here by Mayo 
fishermen, instead of being earned to Ballina, because the local fishermen all want boats 
and gear. A few days since, fJanuaiy, 1836,) three heavy old boats took five thousand 
Herrings each, at a single shot of nets, which were sold to dealei-s at from 3s. 6d. to 5s. per 
hundred. I paid Qd. for one dozen. However the Mayo fishermen have since sent a iaige 
su^Iy of Herrings. About seven years ago. Herrings were only Is. M. per hundred. ° 

Ihe supply of fish is not equal to the demand. Scottish Herrings ai-e sold here. The 
general prices at which fresh fish are sold on this coast by the fishermen, are :—Cod, of 1 4ib. 

Is. 2rf.each; of lOlb. \(id. ; Pollock, of 6lfe. lOrf.; Turbot, of 51b. Is. 8«f. to 2s.; of lOib. 

Is’ef ^ pair, 2U to 



There ai-e curing establishments in Sligo and Ballina; but the Herrings are too much 
salted. S^t IS retailed in Esky at 3d. per stone, (2s. per cwt.) but is sold at Is. 2d. per cwt. 
in Shgo, from which to Esky the charge of carriage is Sd. per cwt.— {Lieut. Brcrcton, R.N.) 

I'rom Inniscrone district, the fish ai-e taken to Ballina, (six miles.) Scotch Herrings are 
mostly sold there. The fish taken here are sold fre^h ;— Cod, at about 8d. each ; Haddock, 
bd.; ooies, 6(f. to Is. per pair ; red Gurnet, from 1<^. to 6(f. each ; lai-ge flat fish, 2d. ox 

3rf;eacli ; Turbo^ fi-om Is. to 4s.; and Herrings from 3s. to 5s. per hundred {Mr. Smith.) 

Ine roads on the Sligo coast are good. The supply of fish has never exceeded the local 
demand. Scottish Herrings are constantly imported into Sligo, and sometimes stock-fish. 

Scottish Herrings will sell for £i per baiTel, containing six or seven hundi-ed fish, while 
Irish bulk Herrings will at tlie same time only bring 18s. per thousand, of ten long hun- 
dreds, (1200 Herrings.) or ’ 5 

The only fish cured on the coast, since the abobtion of bounties, are Herrings.— (Ziew#. 

Clifford.) “ ^ 

In Mullaghmore, the fishermen ai-e well conducted, and the use of ardent spirits does not Condition of the 

prevail to an injurious extent. Tliey are occasionally engaged in otliei- avocations, such as Fishermen, 
agricu ture, &c., but they ai-e fishing whenever the woatlier permits. Those who have land, 

^ well as those without it, live in cabins near the shore, which are nearly alike in condition, 
i otato-gi'ound is let at from £3 to £4 per acre, tilled and mauui-ed by the occupier. 

Each man receives at Mullaghmore, from 2s. 6Z to 5s. Qd. a week, when hook-fish are 
plentiful, but much more m die Herring se^on— say about Is. a day, weather permitting. 

About forty or fifty fishermen have bought fishing-boats for themselves, to fish and trade 
along the coast. The condition of the fishermen is improving {Lieut. McLean.) 



* See note to Killybegs Evidence — page 66. 

K 
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Condition of the The poorer classes in this neighbourhood, (Pullendiva district,) pay at the rate of £4, 
Fishermen. £5, or £6, an acre, for stubble land unmanurech for their potato crops, 'fhe price is fre- 

quently more than double the rent paid for the land by farmers. — {Mr. Leader.) 

In Pulocheny district, there are three hundred fishermen who have neither boats, lines, 
or nets : they have all small holdings of land, or con-acre, but if they had ^ood boats and 
gear, and if their harbour were improved, their labour would be better paid, if they were to 
trust wholly to fishing, according to the prices obtained here for fish. 

Fish of. one description or another may be taken on this coast in ever}’ month of the year. 

If the harbour were improved, it would be advantageous to the fishermen to live in a 
town close to it, instead of being in scattered dwellings along the coast. 

The charge for potato-ground, (stubble land without manure or labour,) is about £3 bs. 
an acre, for which land the fai-mers pay about £1 5s. or £l 10s., and have a right to sea- 
weed on the shore, for manure or kelp. 

When fishermen ai'e disabled, their only resource is to beg from their poor neighbours ; 
if the Fisheries were improved, that could be remedied, by refusing public assistance to any 
who would not subscribe to a savings fund, according to their earnings {Lieut. Higgon.) 

Considering that the fishermen, (in Pulocheny district,) are idle from no fault of their 
own, I thinic their conduct good. Many drink spirits, but to a small extent ; indeed they 
have not the means of purchasing much, and illicit distillation is almost put down. Those 
who are not fishing, are living in idleness and starving, unless when they can by chance 
get employed as labourers, at 6rf. or 8<7. a day. 

In this parish, near the town, con-acre rent varies from £3 to £4 15s. the Irish acre, for 
umnanured stubble land. 'Die landlords pay the county cess, which is high ; also tithes, 
and allow sea-weed to be taken for manure. Tlie rent of farms is from £l 10s. to £2 10s. 
the Irish acre. 

Each of the persons engaged in fishing, earns, on a fair calculation, from 5s. to 8.?. a week. 

I strongly recommend that three or four fishing stations be estalilished, at good harbours, 
on tliis coast. — {Lieut. Brereton, R. N.) 

In Inniscrone district, the habits of most of the fishermen are very industrious ; generally 
speaking, they are not much addicted to the use of ardent spirits. Some are occasionally 
employed in farming, which I think is a benefit, as the fishing enables them to pay the rent 
of the land. 

Tlie condition of tiiose who are occupiers and cultivators of land, although they pay a 
high rent, is much better than that of fishermen who have not any land except con-acre ; 
the latter, when not fishing, are repairing or making nets and other gear ; and their fami- 
lies spin flax, either for fishing gear or the market. Tliey are continually fishing, when 
practicable. I should think they are employed in that occupation about eight months in 
the year; and the remainder of the time have no work, except mending their gear. Those 
' who have land are only employed in fishing about five montlis in the year. They have 
much better habitations than the others. 

Con-acre rent is £8 an acre for manured land; £6, if potatoes were planted there in the 
preceding year ; £4 to £4 15s., if lea or stubble, not manured. The ground is ploughed 
in all cases; and sometimes there is leave to burn the soil. 

The acreable rent of farms is from £l lOs. to £2, the Irish acre. 

'Ihe annual earnings of a thrifty fisherman, here, would be sufficient to support a family, 
if the family were industrious, and the seasons prosperous. 

Some of the fishermen have become proprietors of boats,from their own industry; others 
were supplied with them by the late Fishery Board. — {Mr. Smith.) 

Loan FunUsatiil In Mullaghmore, there are neither loan funds, a savings bank, nor benefit society. Some 
Benefit Societies, of the fishermen have found it difficult to procure materisils ; others have been more fortu- 
nate — {Lieut. McLean.) 

The fishermen on this coast (Pullendiva district,) have never, within my recollection (ten 
years), received assistance in loans ; nor do they obtain materials on credit {Mr. Leader.) 

In Pulocheny district, the fishermen have not been able to get boats or gear. — {Lieut. 
Higgon) 

In Inniscrone district, some of the fishermen, who obtained boats from the late Fishery 
Board, were too poor to pay for them, and sold them again. 

Since the extinction of the late Fishery loan fund, there have been some instances of 
fishermen selling their boats, not having means of obtaining gear ; but sorhe of the constant 
fisiiermen have purchased boats. 

In giving loans, repayment should be required only by annual instalments ; and, I should 
think, they eoulcl be completed in four years. — {Mr. Smith.) 
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COUNTY MAYO. 

Ballycastle, February 16, 1836. 

Examining Commissioner — John Jagoe, Esq. 

Witnesses — Lieut. Sterne, R. N., Inspecting Commander, Coast Guard ; and Edward Madden, 
a Fisherman. 

Edward Madden stated, that the Herring fishery commenced this season on the 10th of 
January. Every year the winter fishing commences about that time, and generally ends 
early in March. In each of the last twenty yeai-s, there has been a fishery, but the present 
has been the best season, as fish can be got all along the coast from Belderig to Lacken. 
In bad weather, Hen-ings are got near the shore ; in fine weather the boats must go farther 
to sea. The price varies from 3s. 6<f. to Is. M. per hundred. 

Salt is usually sold at Killalla, at £1 5s. a ton ; but during a 11811617, price is £2 1 Os., 
mving to the demand of the country people coming for Heirings. 

At Lacken, some boats made £50 this season, and here many have made £20. After a 
good fishery there is a visible improvement in the condition of the people. 

There is always a great demand for fresh fish ; there seldom remains any unsold, and 
scarcely any are salted. 

During the Hening fishery, there might be a good Cod fishery, but it is seldom attended 
to. The Cod fishing continues from March until May ; Ling are also plenty, but the 
fishery is neglected. 

Mackerel and Craig-herrings (Skad,) come on the coast in July, and continue until Sep- 
tember; they are taken witli lines, and a few with herring-nets. There are no seans for 
taking them on any pai-t of this coast. 

Heirings and sand-eels are used for bait. The fishermen here have never heai-d of a net 
for taking sand-eels; they take them only with knives and reaping-hooks. 

All the nets are made of flax. Keg-buoys ai-e generally used. One piece of net costs 
about 30,?. 

Round-stemed yawls are used on this coast, eighteen feet keel, six feet beam, two feet 
ten inches deep, cost £6. The crew consists of eight men, and each has a net twenty-four 
fathoms long, and from eight to nine score meshes deep. 

Lieutenant Sterne stated, that nothing would improve the fishery more on this coast, 
than to have a hai-bour made between Port Terlin and Killalla, which would enable tlie 
fishermen to have sailing boats. With the present boats the men do not venture far to sea, 
and a failure of the HeiTing fishery may be often attributable to not going out far enough 
to look for Herrings. At present the boats do not go farther than two or three miles 
from the shore. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

From Killalla Bay to Broadhaven Bay. 

'Phe fish principally taken on the coast, witliin Kilcummin district, are Herrings, Mac- 
kerel, Gurnet, Skad, Whiting, Cod and other round fish. Herrings and round fish, from 
December to Mai-ch ; and Mackerel, Skad, &c., from April to August. Nets for Herrings; 
and hand lines are chiefly used for the otlier fish ; only a few long lines are used for flat 

fish, Wliiting, and Gurnets. Tlie Herring fishery gives most employment. ( Mr. Moore, 

C. G. 0., Kilcummin.) 

The whole of the co^t, from Kilcummin Head to Downpatrick Head (Lacken district), 
abounds in fish. Cod, Ling, Haddock, Hake, Glassen, and Conger, are taken from September 
to May; Turbot, black Soles, and other fish, from May to September; Whiting, Bream, 
Mackerel, Gurnets (red and grey), Dorees, Skate, Pollock, Skad (Craig-heiTings), from 
July to October; harvest Herrings, from August to October; winter Herrings, from 
Januaiy to March. All modes of fishing are practised here, but eliiefiy Herring fishing, with 
nets. Cod fishing, with hand lines, is much practised. 

Mackerel, in 1834 and 1835, came in earlier than usual ; but in the latter year the sup- 
ply was very scanty, compared with that of 1834. 

Tlie first indication of the approach of the Hen-ings, is their being found in the large fish 
whicli are taken on the coast — (Lieut. Raymond, C. G. O., Lacken.) 

On this coast, (Ballycastle disti-ict, west of Downpatrick Head,) the Cod and Linn- fish- 
eries are pursued from September ‘to March. Pladdock ai-e taken all the yeai-, but from the 
13th of March to the middle of May is considered the best season; they are sometimes 
taken with hand lines on the Cod bank, and at other times with spillards, near shore. Hake 
are taken when Herrings are on tlie coast. The Herring seasons ai-e from Christmas to 
March, and the months of August and September ; Mackerel, (which liave appeared for 
the last five years earlier than usual,) are taken from May until September, with lines and 
herring-nets; as, owing to the poverty of the fishermen, there is only one Mackerel net 
on this coast. The hand line fishing gives most employment, but the net fishing is the 
most productive — (Mr. Harding, C. G. 0., Ballycastle) 

K 2 



Commencement of 
Herring Fishery. 



Earnings of a Her- 
ring boat. 



Cod and Ling. 



Mackerel and 
Craig-herring. 

Sand-eels. 

Nets. 

Boats. 



Harbour required 
on tbeKillallacoast 



Fisheries and 
Modes of Fishing. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




76 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

po*^ Ling fishing begins in December, and ends in March: 
Haddock fishing begins m April, and ends in September ; Mackerel are taken from July to 
about November; and Herrings, from December until March. The spillard fishing is 
practised from April to October.—(L 2 >af. Ccnujdon, C. G. 0., Belderig.) 

All sorts offish are taken on this coast; but the most productive fisheries are the Herrine 
Mackerel, and Cod — (Lmit. Hockin, C. G. 0., Port Terlin) 

In Doonkeehan district (Broadhaven Bay), hand lines, spillards, and herring-nets are 
used. In deep wate^ the fishermen drift with the nets ; in shoal water, or confined places, 
they anchor them. Deep sea fish, I am told, could be caught all the year, weather per- 
mitting; but the coast IS so exposed, and the sea in general so heavy, that boats can rarely 
venture out to the fislung grounds. Hen-ings are caught about February, and formerly 
also about har\-est; of late_ years, however, the harvest fishery has failed, and even the 
winter fishery is far from being as productive as it used to be. Herring fishing is carried 
on with nets, rather rudely fitted ; they are made -of flax, and stones are commonly tied in 
the_ bottom ot them, forsinkei-s. fhe lines are after the same fashion, stones frequently 
ductife^"*^ ^ of lead. The Herring fishery, during the short time it lasts, is most pro’- 

llie flat fish are obtained by long lines and spillards. 

The county people^ state, that in old times the winter Herrings were on this coast about 
Christmas; February is now the usual time of their appearance. — Lievt. Henri. C. G. 0 
Doonkeehan?) ' ' ’’ 

Oysters are in the Bay of Kilcummin, but are not sought for ; some are lifted in the 
herring-nets (when drifting). ITie supply on sale is obtained from Clew Bay. 

Lobsters and Crabs are scarce ; eight or ten fishermen talce them with rod pots, in summer 
and autumn {Mr. Moore?) 

On the Lacken coast, there are not any Oyster beds. Lobsters and Crabs are in great 
abundanc^ but only two fishermen take them ; they are of good quality, andaresoldat Kil- 
lalla and Ballina to travelling dealers. The local prices are, for Lobsters, 4s. to 5s. the 
dozen; and Is. to Is. 6c?. for Crabs. — ( Lieut. Raymond?) 

In Ballycastle district, there are no Oysters; both Lobsters and Crabs are plentiful, and 
ot good quality. The coast is too much exposed, and the sea generally too hieh for a re- 
gular Lobster fishery {Mr. Harding.) 

On the Ballycastle coast, the Lobsters and Crabs are only taken by the Coast Guard 
and tor tiieir own use — {Lieut. Sterne^ R.N.) ’ 

The fishermen of Belderig, state that there is an Oyster bank on their coast, but that they 
cannot purchase dredges. Lobsters and Crabs are in gi-eat abundance, but only a few are 

taken, winch are used by the fishermen’s families {Lieut. Congdon.) 

In Port Terlin district, there are no Oysters; but Lobsters and Crabs are found in cn-eat 
numbers. Ihe former are very large, and ai-e taken by the Coast Guard, in pots made of 
rods, like a rnouse-ti'ap, with a hole at top. They exist in sufficient abundance forsupplv- 
iiig a profitable trade — {Lieut. Hockin.) ^ 

Tiiere are no Oysters on the coast of Doonkeehan district; Lobsters of large size are 
^undant ; the Crabs are small, and only fit for bait. Lobsters are taken by the Coast 
Hmri) 'I’he supply is sufficient for a imL.-{Lieut. 

TrawHugaiid other There m-e two pleasure boats used for trawling in Kilcummin Bay. It is the opinion of 
Modes co.npla.ood tlio most ratelligent persons, that the snpply of flat fish has diminished. Trawllno is the 

o‘dy mode of fishing here to which the fishermen object (Mr. Moore.) ® 

Ihere Im not been any trawling on the coast within Lacken district, nor would the 
fi-sliermen allow it. - 

Tie fishermen complain of the use of foot-nets (draught-nets,) with half-inch meshes, by 

winch large quantities of the fry of Glassen and other fish are taken (Lieut. Raymond ) ’ 

fraw ing has been practised on this coast, only to supply the family of the yacht owner. 
— {Lieut, bterne^ R.ls., Ballycastle) 

Some years ago, the Nephean revenue cutter was used for trawling off the mouth of 
Nroadhaven Lay ; and some Dublin fishermen also trawled here. It was then the opinion 

tliat trawling was injurious {Lieut. Henri.) ^ 

Ifoats ami Geir. In general, the boats and gear on this coast are in a bad state. I have personallv in- 
spected the coast from Kilcummin to Plat, on the river Moy, and found an immense mim- 
ber of persons unemployed, for want of means. 

Tlio boats used are round-sterned yawls, of from eighteen to nineteen feet keel, and six 
feet beam, with four oai-s ; they cost £7 10s. 

Sail-boats, of from twelve to fifteen tons, would be desirable. 

hen-ing-nets, (twenty-two fathoms long to the back, 180 meshes 
deep, which cost £%) with hand and long lines. ’Phey are all made by the fishermen and 
their families, and are not tarred or barked.— (Mr. Moore.) 

In Lacken district, the boats in general are in good repair, but they are much too small 

S- thSflT "T’ ^ ^ fishermen to throw part 

of their fish m-erboard in rough weather ; and, in fine weather, they have made three (rips 
to the shoie in the night, with a cargo of Herrings. If there were a pier erected for the 

S fisl''' Larg2 Lacken, for all kinds 

of hsh. Larger boats would be used, if there were a pier. Boats of four or five tons 
would then be desirable, and would cost about £25, complete. 

Ihe gear consists of herring-nets and spillards. Each net is sixty yards long compris- 
ing two deepenmgs, each ninety meshes deep. The spillards are about thre? hunLd 
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fathoms long, with 450 hooks. Tlie nets and other gear are all made and repaired bv the 
fishermen and their families. There are not any schools of industry on the coast, althoueh 
much wanted. — ( Lieut. Raymond.) ’ s 

The boats (in Ballycastle district,) ai-e in general in bad repair; they are carvel-built, 
sharp at both ends, eighteen feet long, and six feet broad, witli four oars : they cost about 
eight gurney, and are considered the best for the coast. 

Tlie fishing gear is all made of flax, and in bad repair. The herring-nets are fifty-two 
yai-ds long, and nine score of mch-meshes in depth. The Mackerel nets are the same 
leuffth, and seven score of one and half-inch meshes in depth. These nets cost £l 15^ 
each. Long lines, or spillards, with four hundred hooks, cost £ 1 ; and hand lines, offortv- 

hve latnoms, cost 3^. bd. 

There is only one Mackerel net in the district, and there are but nine spillards. The 
fishermen use their hernng-nets in taking Mackerel. Thenets are bai-ked, but last only 
three years, being of flax {Mr. Harding.) ^ 

Tlie j^awls (in Belderig disti-ict) are best suited for the coast, unless a pier were built : 
tlien, sail-boats would be desirable, which would cost from £40 to £50. 

The gear comprises hen-ing-iiets, and Mackerel nets, of flax, (similar in dimensions to 
tiiose in Lacken,) and sjullards ; all of which are made in the fishermen’s families, but are 
not preserved with bark, (which the fishermen are too poor to purchase,) and therefore last 
only two years — {Lieut. Congdon.) 

In Port Terlin district, notwithstanding the facilities of catching fish, the people who reside 
on the coast are careless about fishing, except in the Herring and Mackerel season. Thev 
are all farmers as well as fishermen. Their boats and nets are in good repair. The same 
nets, with inch-meshes, are used in both fisheries; and they are preserved with bark, but 
are made of flax, and last only two or three years {Lieut. Hockin.) 

On this coast (Doonkeehan district), there are only row-boats and curraghs. The former 
are roughly put together, but strong, sharp at both ends, carvel-built, efghteen feet long, 
and or about two and a-haif tons burthen ; their oars are battened in the wake of the row- 
l^ks, and are consequently never feathered in pulling. When complete, with four oars, 

(few have more,) they cost about £ 8 ; and when rowed “ double-banked,” by men in 
lieart, a galley would be puzzled to catch one of them. Until piers shall be built for the 
protection of large craft, these boats will answer the coast, as they beach well. The cur- 
raghs are so clumsily constructed, they would make a New Zealander smile. They, how- 
ever, answer their purpose admirably, and are out in weather that would astonish a 
stra,nger._ They are now covered with canvass, instead of hides, in order that dogs mav not 
spoil their ownei-s’ fishing. 

Herring-nets, (the only nets used,) are made of flax, and cost, when bai-ked, £l I 85 . a 
share, complete, without buoys ; and if kegs (small casks for whiskey) are used as buoy’s, in- 
stead of inflated skins, their price must be added. Home-made nets, of flax, will last about four 
years with fair play; they are barked occasionally, but the practice is far from being general 
in tlie mountains {Lieut. Henri.) ° 

In Kilcummin district, sand-eels and lug are abundant ; there are not any mussels. Bait 

{Mr. Moore.) 

In Lacken — lug, sand-eels, mackerel, and fresh herrings, are used for bait. Mussels are 
abundant, but are not used. There is sufficient bait for ail kinds of fishing {Lieut. Ray- 
mond.) ^ 

In B illycastle district, herrings and mackerel are used for bait, when in season ; when 
they cannot be had, the fishermen sometimes kill fowl for bait to take coarse fish. Bait is 
very scarce, from the nature of the coast. There ai-e not anv mussels.— (Mr. Hardmg.) 

During summer, lug is used for bait, in Port Terlin district, and herrings, as also mackei^l, 
are used in their seasons. Tliere are not any mussels ; and bait, generally, is scarce. There 
IS now (December, 1835) a quantity of Cod off the coast, but none can be taken, for lack 
of bait, which cannot be got at any price. — {Lieut Hockin) 

In Doonkeehan district, fresh herrings, sand-eels, and lug, are used. There is an abun- 
dance of lug; and sand-eels are plentiful at times. When these baits are not to be had, the 
fishermen occasionally use chickens.* There are not any mussels {Lieut. Henri.) 

There are no local regulations on this coast. Trawling should be prohibited within Regulations as lo 
headlands. Modes and Rights 

1 recommend that the master and two of the men in each boat, be sworn to preserve Fishing, and to 
order, and that superintendents be appointed to the most extensive fishing ports, as was the Public Order, 
case in the Isle of Man; (of course they should be the most experienced fishermen ;) and 
also, that the Coast Guard should assist in the preservation of order, &c {Mr. Moore.) 

Sprat-nets are used on this coast, (Lacken district,) with the small meshesof which, quan- 
tities of fry are taken; these nets ar'e used by the peasantry, and occasion much altercation 
between them and the fishermen, but no breaches of the peace have occurred. It is mj’ 
opinion, and that of othei's, that these nets should be abolished; as they are used when fry 
is abundant, and nothing can escape the small meshes ( lAeut. Raymond.) 

Regulations or restraints are not required here, as there is not any mode of fishing prac- 
tised of which the fishermen complain — {Mr. Harding, Ballycastle ; Lieut. Conqdon, Bel- 
derig; Lieut. Hockin, Port Terlin.) 



See “ Markets and Curing,” under wliicliit is stated by Lieut. Henri, that Conger, which are used 
lor bait so generally, are thrown away by the Doonkeehan fishermen See also in the evidence 
fiom Broadhaven to Achilbeg, the statement of Lieut. Clappe, that Whelks are very abundant in 
Blacksod Bay. For a good mode of taking Whelks, see note to County Antrim evidence, page 33. 
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Experience has led the people to adopt one size for the meshes; they have no regulations 
respecting them ; but, if a man were to have the meshes of his share of nets so small, that 
the fish could not mesh themselves, or so large that they could swim through — no person 
would fish in company with him. 

Tlie people here whom I have consulted, are of opinion, that during the harvest Herring 
fishery, no one ought to be allowed to shoot his nets before dark. 

During a residence of thirteen years, I have never known of a dispute relative to the 
Fisheries — {Lieut. Henri.') 

Markpisand The fish markets for the Kilcummin fishermen, are Killalla, distant seven miles, and 

t'lmiij,'. Ballina, distant thirteen miles; — on two miles of the way to BaJlina there is not any 

road. 

Tlie supply of fish has not at any time exceeded the demand, nor would it, were the quan- 
tity taken fiftj- times as great. I have observed, the greater the take of fish, die greater 
the demand ; buyers coming upwards of thirty miles to Clogher, (the fishing port). I am 
better than five years here, and speak from my own knowledge. 

Scottish Herrings have been imported this season, (December 1835,) to the amount of 
two tliousand two hundred barrels, and more are expected ; and Donegal Herrings, exceed- 
ing fifteen iiundred thousand, (about equal to three thousand baiTels.) 

Fresh Herrings are sold by the fishermen, at from U. to 6s. the hundred ; Mackerel; 
at from 7s. %d. to 15s. the hundred; Whiting, from 6s. to 8s. the hundred ; Gurnet, about 
the same ; Cod, at from Zd. to Is. each ; and other round fish in proportion. 

None of the fish are cured, except a few Herrings. Salt is in sufficient quantity, and is 
sold at from 25s. to 30s. per ton {Mr. Moore.) 

The markets for Lacken district, are Killalla, Ballina, Crossmolina, Castlebar, Sligo, &c. 
The fish are sold to dealers, and the trade gives considerable employment. The sale of 
Cod fish on the beach, averages £8 to £10 a day ; of Turbot, flat, and small fish, from £3 
to £5 a day ; and of Herrings, from £80 to £150 a day. Cod, Ling, and Haddock, are sold 
at from 4s. to 12s. per dozen ; Turbot, from Is. 6t/. to 2s. Qd. each; Halibut, from Is. Qd. to 
2s. each ; Soles, from 2s. to 4s. per dozen ; red Gurnet, from 3s. 6cZ. to 5s. per dozen ; 
grey Gurnet, from Is. to Is. Qd. per dozen; Mackerel, of large size, from 5s. to 7s. &d. the 
Iiundred ; Hake, Is. Qd. to 2s. per dozen ; Glassen, from 3s. to 4s. per dozen ; and Herrings, 
from Is. 8d. to 3s. per hundred. 

The quantity for sale has occasionally exceeded the demand, in which case the fishermen 
iiave cured the unsold fish for themselves, although the local markets would near have con- 
sumed what is taken. Herrings and Mackerel are the only fish cured, and in small quanti- 
ties, but the quality is good. Tlie Scotch Herrings are imported. Curing salt is sold at 
from Is. 8<^. to 2s. per cwt. The cured fish here is barrelled.. — {Lmit. Raymond.) 

The fish taken by the Ballycastie boats, produce about one thousand pounds per annum. 
When taken in considerable quantities, they are sold to dealers; when the quantity is small 
they are sold in the neighbouring towns by the fishermen. 

Tlie supply of fish is not equal to the demand. Scotch Herrings are consumed to a con- 
siderable extent. Cod, Ling, Mackercd, and Herrings, ai-e cured to a small extent. 'ITie 
salt used is coarse, but the supply is sufficient, and is sold at about 2s. per cwt. — {Mr. 
Harding.) 

Ballina I consider the best local market for fish ; it is distant from Dunkeehan thirty-two 
miles ; from Port-a-cloy and Port Terlin, thirty-three miles ; from Bel derig, twenty-four miles ; 
from Ballycastie, sixteen miles ; Lacken and Kilcummin, twelve miles. Tliere are no roads 
from Dunkeehan to Bfilderig, a distance of fifteen miles, with Port-a-cIoy and Port Terlin 
lying between. The roads from Belderig to Crossmolina, Killalla, and Ballina, are tolerably 
good. The modes of conveying fish, are with panniers on horses, or in carts. — {Lieut. 
Sterne, R.N., Inspeetmg Commander, Coast Guard.) 

In Belderig district. Cod are sold from tlie boats at Ad. each ; Herrings, at from 2s. to 3«. 
the hundred; Mackerel, from 55. to 'is', the hundred. If not sold from tiie boats, the fisher- 
men’s families in general cure them. Haddock are sold at 2d. or 3d. each, and Turbot at 
25. or 3.5 — ( Lieut. Congdon) 

The fish taken in Port Terlin district, are sent to Ballycastie, about fourteen miles; and 
there being no road over the mountain to Belderig, (see Lieut. Sterne’s statement,) the fish 
are carried there in boats, generally cured in the firet instance, but sometimes fresh. 

I cannot procure an estimate of the value of the fish taken at this station, but will venture 
to say it docs not amcaint to £100 a year; although it might be carried on to any extent, if 
there were skilful fishermen, and a, greater number of boats. ’Fliose who have boats do not 
go out half their time, when there is fish on the coast. 

Tliere is a constant demand for as much fish as could be taken by the boats here. 

Salt is always in sufficient supply, at from L. fid. to 2s. per cwt {Lieut. Hochin.) 

When there is a take of Herrings in Doonkeehan district, the report of it brings a number 
of cadgers, to whom some of the fish are sold fresh, to enable tlie country people, by whom 
tlie fish are talcen, to purchase salt; who then salt whatever fish they catch, and wait for 
higher prices, if not hai-d run for money. 

Only a few baskets full of fish are ever transmitted to market by the fishermen ; the 
nearest market is about fifteen miles off, by land ; and the nearest road is distant about ten 
miles ; it is only in fine weather that a loaded beast can travel, by taking advantage of the 
hard beds of mountain streams ; and in general, loads of all descriptions must be carried on 
]ieople’s backs. 

Probably a third of the Herrings caught may be sold fresh to cadgers; the Coast Guards 
are the principal purchasei-s of the other fish, which are sold fresh. During very fine weather, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COUNTY MAYO. 



79 



I have known a glut of fresh fish for a day or two, but the inland dealers and a supply of 
salt have soon brought all square ; on the other hand, a fish may not be seen for weeks, 
owing to boisterous weather and a heavy sea. 

Old folks say they remember that Herrings were once used for manure, but nothing of 
the kind has occurred of late yeai-s. 

Tlie supply is frequently short of the local demand. I have known cured Herrings to have 
been imported from Galway; and a supply of them has been recently imported from 
Killalla. ^ 

The following are the general prices received by the fishermen : — Herrings, Is. 6d. to 36'. 
the hundred, according to the take ; Cod, id. each, and Ling the same, varying according 
to size; a good Turbot, Is. 6d. to25,; Mackerel, Is. per dozen; Glassen and “ Mucka- 
rous,” (Bream,) ^d. each ; Pollock, 3d. to 6d. each. On the first arrival of the Coast 
Guard, Cod were sold for 2d. each, and Skate were till then tlirown away ; Conger are still 
thrown away. 

There are no facilities for curing ; and the dirty appearance of the fish cured here, is 
perhaps in part occasioned by the want of such facilities. 

The average price of salt is £l 5s. per ton; the retail price is 2s. per cwt. Last year 
the vessel coming with a supply was detained by contraiy winds, and a great scarcity pre- 
vailed at Belmullet; the supplies are chiefly from Liverpool. — {Lieut. Henri.) 

'I'he fishers (in Kilcummm disti'ict,) are a striving, industrious, moral people ; the use of 
ardent ^irits does not prevail among them to an injurious extent ; and had they means re- 
quisite for good fishing, they would be better off than agricultural Isbourers or working 
tradesmen. (See statement under “ Boats and Gear.”) 

Some are holders of land ; they are tenants at will, and pay a rent of £2 10s. an acre, 
with all taxes. . Potato-ground, (unploughed stubble land without manure,) is let at from 
four to six guineas per Lish acre. 

Fishermen disabled by sickness or age, subsist by begging from persons little better oft’ 
than themselves. 

Widows, and children unable to work, are all destitute. — {Mr. Moore.) 

The fishermen (on the Lacken coast) are industrious ; most of them have a small holding 
of land, in addition to the fishing, and if they had better boats they could improve their 
circumstances; they are hard working agriculturists; the use of ardent spirits does not 
prevail much among them. About thirty to forty of them have got shares of boats within 
the last three years. 

When not fishing, they are employed in gathering manure, working at their land, or pro- 
viding turf for their families; and the females of each family are spinning twine, or making 
and mending nets and other gear. 

Upon every day on which the weatlier would permit throughout the year, the fishermen 
might be employed in fishing, as fish of every description are in abundance here. 

The acreable rent of land let to tenants is about £2, and that of land set to the poorer 
classes for potato-ground, is from £4 to £4 10^. 

The average produce of a boat’s fish in the week, is from £2 10s. to £3 ; of this each 
fisherman gets one share, and the skipper of the boat, (who is the only person hired,) gets 
two shares. There are seven men in each boat. Lire average earnings of each boat 
amounted last season to between £80 and £90. 

The annual earnings of the fishermen barely sustain them and their families, in conse- 
quence of the dearness of the land. — {Lieut. Raymond.) 

All the fishermen (in Ballycastle district,) ai-e also agricultural labourers, and the use of 
ardent spirits prevails to a very injurious extent. Tlieir being engaged in other avocations 
than fishing, is injurious to the Fisheries, which are in consequence sometimes neglected ; 
but, from the tempestuous weather and heavy sea so prevalent on this coast, the fishermen 
would be most part of their time idle, if they had no employment but fishing. 

The con-acre rent is from £3 to £5 for stubble land, unploughed and unmamired {Mr. 

Harding.) 

The acreable rent of land held by farmers (in Ballycastle district,) is from 30*'. to £2, — 
{Lieut. Sterne, R.N.) 

I'he fishermen (in Belderig district,) are of the poorest class ; they are all employed in 
agriculture ; when ardent spirits can be got without cost, the use is prevalent. The fisher- 
men are all occupiers of land, but very poor ; the females of their families spin yarn from 
ftax and wool. Each fisherman eai-ns by fishing, from £4 to £5 a-year. Were all the 
fishermen in towns they would make twice as much {Lieut. Congdon.) 

Tire people of this immediate neighbourhood, (Port Terlin district,) are careless about 
fishing, except in the Herring and Mackerel seasons ; they ai-e farmers as well as fishermen. 
Fishing is a secondary consideration. In the Flerring season, which lasts about five weeks, 
they are fishing two nights a week on average ; about three nights for Mackerel ; and on 
every fine day they fish for Cod. 

Land here is not let by the acre ; being coarse mountain land, a large space is let at a 
very low price — {Lieut. Hochin.) 

There are no regular fishermen here, (Doonkeehan district) ; when fish make their appear- 
ance, every person who has a share of a boat, ciuragh, or nets, endeavours to take as many a,s 
he can, when fishing does not interfere with his agriculture pursuits ; at other times, he is, in 
•summer, an agriculturist, and in winter, generally an idler. A fisherman without any other 
pursuit than fohing, would be unavoidably idle for weeks at times, owing to tlie wildness of 
the coast. Speaking generally, few persons here, male or female, dislike spirits. 

Land is not let in con-acre here. Land is let to farmers by the ‘'^sum,” which is apiece 
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of “ in-fiekl,’ of about an acre, with a collop in the mountains. The average price of a 
sum IS £1 3s. ° ^ 

disSct calculation is given, to show the annual earnings by fishing in this 

1 have l^en informed that a lucky boat, caught in last winter’s fishery, 30,000 
henungs ; but, as many boats do not commence in time, owing to the improvi- 
dence of their o^ers, who frequently never think of having either boats or nets 
the fish are known to be on the coast, I am inclined to think 
15,000 may be considered a fair average take,; there ai-e sixteen boats on this sta- 
tion, which, taking the most general price of 2s. per long hundred for fresh fish, 

••• ... ... £200 0 0 

The most productive deep sea fishing is during or about the time oftheHerring 
fishery. Allowing, therefore, that all the sixteen boats go out, and get seven 
davs good fishing— which, owing to the heavy sea on the coast, rai-ely occurs— 
and granting, also, that eacii boat takes forty fish, which sell fresh at 45 . per 
dozen, the value of the catch will be ... ... ^ 74 13 0 

I am informed that the curraghs catcli, along the rocks during the summer' 
on m average about 3,000 Glassen, Muckai-ous (Bream), Mackerel, Pollock, &c. 

Hus number I am rather inclined to doubt ; therefore, as the Pollock, com- 
paratively speaking, are few in number, and the Mackerel uncertain, ’l will 
price the 3,000 at only one half-penny each, which, for the nineteen curraghs 
willgive ... ... ... ... ...11815 0 

Say that the sixteen boats catch, during the summer, one-third as much as 
the curraghs ... ... .. __ gg jj g 

The harvest Herring fishery lias entirely failed here of late years. The most 
fortunate boat only caught 200 last yeai*, which, for the sixteen, at the same 
price as before, will only give ... ... 2120 

—(Lieut. Henri.) Xotal ... ... £435 j | g 

The late Fishery loan fund y/es an injury to the bonwers, In Kilcummin district. The 
boats given on loan were ill built ; the materials given were not equal to the price : the 
calmd for m too short a time, and then the bon'owers were put to law expenses. 

Tlie late Fishery Loan fund improved the circumstances of tlie Lacken fishermen very 

tliey purchase materials for cash._(£zVaf. 

1 he ^hernien of Ballycastle did not receive any assistance from the late Fishery loan 
fund, ihey do not obtain materials on credit. 

A public loan fund is necessary, to enable the great number of spare hands to procure 
boats, &c. and all the fishermen to procure materials for geai-. The spinning and making of 
the latter would ^ord a good deal of employment and profit to females (Mr. Hardtui() 

I here are neither loan funds, benefit societies, or savings banks on this part of the coast. 
Great difficulty is experienced in obtaining materials : credits are not given. If loans were 
^ ''' operations.- 

If an honest man got a loan immediately before the winter Herring fishery, and if the 
fishery proved to be good, he might be enabled to repay the loan at the end of it: as, on 
one occ^ion, 1 knew a man to clear a boat in a few nights : otherwise, he might repay the 
loan within a yeai-, unless an accident occurred (Lieut. Henri.) ^ 



Achil, February 20, 1836. 

Examining Commissioner— John Jagoe, Esq. 

Ppesent— Lieutenant Nugent, Inspecting Commander, Coast Guard. 
Witbissks-Fimus GAiiAnm., Chief Boatman, C. G.. and Jo™ M‘Cun, Eoatowner. 

At Achil, twenty-eight years ago, when Gallaher flrst resided there, tlie Herring 

fishery was very great, and it continued so yearly, for eight years. During the fishery, Ze- 

rally sixty vessels were loaded in about ten days. There were large quantities salted on the 
land m temporary curing houses. Frequently there was a want o®f silt; so much so tliat 
salt wate was boded to make it. Salt has often been sold for Is. M. pei^ stone 

ihe Herrings were purchased as cheap as 3d. per hundred. For a few years the onan- 

S anyTe « 
There is now every appearance of a productive fishery ; but there are very little means of 
fhmSc reduced, from the frequem distress which 

wamoflSr ’’so^rb T 1'"'*'"'’ 1 ’'“'f of *0“ ore not fishing, for 

want ol nets. Some boats have round, and a few liave squai-e sterns. Four men are em- 
ployed m each boat; they use five pieces of nets, twenty fathoms long, and 
meshes deep. Dieie are three buoys to each net, and twenty-one cofks; the buoys are 
made of sheepskins. The fishermen generally use the nets with three fathoms of straps. 
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During a fisheiy formerly, each boat made from £50 to £60. It usually commenced Earnings of Fish- 
about the 1st ot November, and ended the 17th of March. ermen formerly. 

Inever recollect a year, that Skad and Mackerel did not come on the coast. Tliey are Mackerel and Skad 
taken with hshmg lines : and, when they come near the shore, with gaffs. A net has never 
been used here for taking them. The fishermen would not know how to use one, even if 
they had it. 

Was stationed at Baltimore, County Cork, for four years ; Berehaven, for three years ; 
in the river Kenmare for a year, and at Rosscarbery. Saw more Mackerel and Skad since 
he came to Achil, than m any of those places ; never saw an attempt to take them at Achil, 
with scan or other nets. 

Never saw -Lobsters taken here, except in the holes of the rocks. They are very fine, 
and in great abundance. — {Fergus Gallaher.) 

When the Hen-ings leave the coast, Cod_ and Ling are on the banks, but ai-e seldom 
taken, except by the Skerries (County Dublin) boats, which generally stop near Ely Bay. 

We know little of the harvest Herring fishery. Herrings .are not looked for. They were 
lately a month in the bay, before any one could be induced to go to fish. 

Glassen are in great abundance. 

In Ballycroy Bay, and the Sound of Bulismouth, three tliousand Oysters may be taken 
in a day , with a dredge. They are often sold for Zd. a hundred. Scallops may be taken in 
large quantities. 

In Duegath Bay, Turbot are in such plenty, that by walking on the sand, in two or 
three feet water, they are killed with pikes, 'fhey.are not taken with lines.— (JoAra Cue.) 



Achilbeg, February 22, 1836. 

Examining Commissioner — John Jagoe, Esq. 

Witnesses — John Rutledge, Chief Boatman, C. G. ; Edmond Kilburn, and several Fishermen. 

Twenty-five years ago, there was a great take of HeiTings at Bulismouth, and all round 
Achil. Each boat used then to make from £40 to £50 in the season. 

The price was generally from £1 to £2 a thousand. The season continued from the 1st 
of November to Christmas. Each season came later than the preceding one, until 1815, 
from which period there was no good fishing, - until this year. 

The present fishery commenced on the 12th of February; and up to this time, some i 

boats have made £5. j wi looo. 

The boats used fonnerly were of six tons burden ; now, the boats are only two tons and Boats and Nets, 
a-half. Formerly, most of the boats were provided with sails, and had nets nine score formerly, and at 
meshes deep ; the nets now are only seven score meshes deep. Four pieces of net form a present, 
complete set for each boat. This season, the price of Herrings is only 13^. per thousand. 

Ineveryyear, Skad and Mackerel come on this coast. Tlie fishermen never use nets for Mackerel andSkad. 
taking them ; they catch them with lines. In tliis way, they sometimes have taken four 
hundred in a day. 

In Harvest there are Herrings among the islands of Clew Bay. It is not known whether Harvest Herring 
there are -Hake at the same time, as the fishermen never fish for Hake. — {Edmund Kilburn.) Fishery, Clew Bay 

Mr. Rutledge stated that he told the fishermen there were Herrings in the bay, but could Neglect by the 
not induce them to go out for some days. He knew the Herrings to be in ten days before Fishermen, 
any were taken. 

Tlie boats used at present are sixteen feet in keel, and five feet in beam. There are Present Boats, 
about ten row-boats, and two sail-boats in the island, and not more than ten pieces of nets. 

The crew of each boat consists of from four to five men {John Rutledge.) 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

From Broadhaven to Clew Bay. 

In Ais district (Bailyglass), from December to April, is tlie best season for Cod, Ling, Fisheries and 
and CongCT-eel : the summer for Mackerel, Gurnet, Turbot, Plaice ; these fish are Modes of Fishing, 
caught witli spillards, long lines, and hand lines. The long line and spillard fishery gives 
most employment. Hen-ings come on the coast, but latterly that fishery has not been as pro- 
duaive, or as early as formerly — {Mr. Thomas Jackson, C. G. Officer.) 

The fishing for Cod and Ling begins at this place (Dulach) in April, and ends in July ; 
they are taken with spillards and. hand lines; the former would be very productive if the 
people knew how to use them. The greatest employment and produce ai-e derived from hand 
lines, but the Herring fishing,which commences about tlie 1st of August, and ends about the 
1st of October, is most beneficial. The only change which has taken place in the fisheries 
is, that Herrings are taken two months earlier than fonnerly. There are native Oyster beds 
of considei-able extent open to tlie public ; eight or ten boats are generally employed 
dredging for Oysters. v r .; 

Lobsters, if properly fished for, could be obtained in great abundance. The local fish- 
ermen (by way of Sunday amusement,) spear them off the rocks during the montlis of July, 

L 
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I'isheries. August, and September. Three or four strange boats occasionally visit this for Lobster 

fishing. 

Scallops are in great abundance and very good, but bttle attended to; never used as bait 
for fisli {Lieut. Clappe^ C. G. O.) 

Tlie banks in Blacksod Bay abound with Cod, Ling, Sole, Turbot, Plaice, Skate, 
Conger-eel, and Glassen. So productive were the fisheries on this coast, in the reign 
of Geo. II., that the Dutch, paid a considerable sum to be allowed the privilege of fishing. 

The Sunfish within the last five years are unattended to. Tlie other fish are as abundant 

In the bays of Broadhaven, Blacksod, and Ballycroy, Herrings are caught in August 
and September, and again in January and February ; they are taken with drift nets ; the 
fishing is productive. The deep sea fishing is quite neglected, for want of decked vessels, 
and experienced fishermen. 

Seals abound in all the bays. 

ITiere are several natural Oyster beds in Broadhaven and Blacksod bays, and in Achil 
Sound ; they are open to the public, and dredged. 

Tliere should be periods fixed for dredging, and small Oysters should not be taken. 

Lobsters are abundant, and of very good quality; but not regularly fished for. The 
Coast Guard have a few lobster-pots. 

So abundant are Cod and Ling on this coast, that several decked vessels from Skerries, 
(County Dublin,) of forty or fifty tons, each season come on the coast, remain for about 
two months, and return with cargoes. They land the fish for curing on the strand at Ely 
Bay, under Major Bingham’s castle, and receive every sort of accommodation from that 
gentleman, who is most anxious to promote the Fisheries, and has offered houses and land 
rent free to encourage settlers. They re-embark the fish when dried, and return to Dublin. 
Tliis is a source of employment for the population on this part of the coast, unavailable for 
want of decked vessels. — {Lieut. Nugent, 11. N.j Inspecting CorntTumder of the Coast Guard^ 
TvaH liiig, and There is not a single trawl-net in this district, (Belmuliet,) although the bays abound with 

Modes com|)laiiied fish, and the ground is good for trawling ; so great is the indifi'erence exhibited by those who 
ought to promote such a source of employment for many of the poor. The fishermen, 
(tliough scarcely to be denominated such,) at times complain of nets being set at improper 
times, say, before sun-set, and of leaving them set by day. — {Lieut. Nugent.) 

The fisliermen complain that the spillard long-line fishing, off Achil Head has injured 
the fishery inside; it is practised by County Dublin wheixies. — {Mr. Reynolds, C. G. 0.) 
boats aud Gear. The boats in tliis place (Ballyglass), are clumsily and roughly built, generally rowed by 
four strong battened oars, which frequently cannot be feathered in pulling : on the whole 
they row fast, and seem to answer the purpose of fishing tolerably well? the fishing gear is 
also rough. 

The dimensions of the boats are eighteen feet keel, five feet eight indies beam, sharp at 
l)oth ends, cost from £7 to £8. A share of nets is twenty-one fathoms long, four fathoms 
deep, with inch meshes, and costs from 30s to 40s. Fishing lines cost 2s. Qd. per lb.; 
spillard hooks, Is. per hundi-ed. Tlie nets are made by the fishermen. Net twine is spun at 
Zd. per lb ; for making nets, 180 or 200 meshes wide, the charge is 2d. per yard. Nets are 
seldom barked; they last two or three years. — {Mr. Thomas Jackson.) 

There are no regular fishing boats or vessels on the coast of Achilbeg. But such of the 
])ea.santry who live contiguous to the sea, occasionally fish with row-boats, which they have 
for other purposes. No observable improvement has taken place in the construction of 
boats, which may be ascribed to the people of this place (Achilbeg) not living by fishing. 
Spillard fishing has been lately adopted with success : the- boats are fourteen feet keel, five 
feet beam, and 2| feet deep : yawls, or Norway skiffs, would be preferable ( Johnliutledge.) 

There are no vessels in Achil; the fishermen use only sailing boats, row-boats, and ca- 
noes ; the condition of the boats is very indifferent; bad sails, bad ropes, and generally not 
supplied with nets ; some are very old and bad, and not used without great risk and imminent 
danger, the sea being boisterous. A large description of boat would not only be desirable, 
but actually neeessaiy. The nets used for Herrings are almost the only kind to be found, 
their length is (iO yards — depth, 140 meshes. The size of the mesh is measured by ahalf- 
jieniiy ; net twine is spun for 24c/. per lb., and a net of sixty yards long is made for 5s. or 
(is {Rev. Michael Conollg, F. P., Achil.) 

In the district from Butter Point to Achil Head, open four-oared boats and curraghs are 
used ; the former cost £8 or £9, the latter 20s. They are all particularly wretched ; not 
one boat properly rigged. There are no decked vessels. The gear of the open boats consists 
of four oars, of the coarsest workmanship ; a rudder, with a cabbage-stalk at times for a 
tiller ; no sail, no mast, no painter, grapnel, anchor or cable, boat-hook, &c. &c., and will 
ever remain so, until some naval person superintends them, sees the boats properly con- 
structed and fitted, and saves the unfortunate peasant from any imposition in the sujjply of 
boats and gear. — {Lieut. Nugent.) 

Flat fish is the general bait for (Jod, Ling, and Catfish. There is no scarcity of bait, if 
jiropei'ly looked for. There is an abundance of shell fish in Blacksod Bay, called Buckeys 
(Whelks),* which are excellent bait for Cod, and which the inhabitants appear not to 
know or care any thing about. A knowledge of this bait would insure a considerable take 
of fish, off Achil and Saddle Heads ; but the fact is, all the fishermen are so miserably 
poor, that something is requisite to stimulate them to exertion. Mussels are to be obtained 
in great abundance. — {Lieut. Clappe.) 

* Sec Note to Carrickfergus Evidence, for a good mode of taking Buckeys (Whelks.) 
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On?! sand-eel, herring, mackerel, and flat flsh, for 

®“®“’ and Con^r-eel. Lug are so plentifhi on this coast (Ad.il- 
bcg)j that no scarcity can exist. — (John Rutledge^ 

shoodng"tlfem IS " Ballyglass are, to prenent the fishermen from liegulatioas. 

Jr /a™; S.s».) •'“■ad before sun-rise. 

There me no regulations on this part of the coast (Bullsmouth). Sometimes the fisher- 
®““*‘ “ practice must beinjurionstTe Ksh^^^^^^^ 

“ — y to 
f™'"'*-*®™ eottobe employed on Sunday 

roa™TbS''’'ES mVcam-Tr'^ ‘V" (BaHyglass) about seven miles; the M.rk.ts ...d 

loads aie bad. hish are earned by boats, or m creels on horses. The supply of fresh fish Curins. 

l^be KhtieT 1? ‘T f ““ I bave knojn Scotch fish 

to be bi ought here. Haddock sells from 4s. to 6». per dozen; Cod, 4s. to 8s. per dozen ■ 

lJnre/‘'°H ® V T 2s. 6d. per hundred; Mackerel, 8s^ to 9s. pej 

hundred; Herrings, lu.fid. to 3^. per hundred. :» • pei 

gutted wiAout knives. I am of opinion, had the fishermen facili- 
ties foi cuiing, the fish would look better. The average price of salt is £l -5s. per ton I 
am told that the supplies have failed.— f Mr. Thomas Jackson.) ^ 

Belmullet and Westport; the roads are 
^i^vf j of does not give much employment, as there is no spirit 

exhibited m fishing. The quantity of fresh fish has exceeded^the demand; and Herrmes 

Cod and Ling sell fresh for Id. Sr 
)" '' a?® cured to a small Ix- 

(Bullsmouth,) are Newport, and 
W^tpoit, the roads are much in want of repair. Cod sell for 3^. 6d. to 4ii. per dozen- 
S^p«- huni-ed^^’ Bream, lOd. to U. per dozen ; Herrings^ 2s. 6,^. to 

Oysters, which are of a good quality and large, sell for 4d. to 5d. a hundred. Lobsters 
and Scallops are not sold— (i^er^as Gallaher.) -i^uusiers 

When the peasantry in Achilbeg catch more fish than sufficient for their own use they 
^e conveyed to Newport, or Westport, in boats, a distance of nineteen miles ; there is no 
land convey^ce for_ want of roads. There is a little fish cured by tlie fishermen. 

Salt is to be had in abundance at 2s. the cwt— (JhAa Rutledge.) 

hrom Achil, Newport and Westport are distant thirty or forty miles. The roads 
eading to the harbours are so extremely bad, that carts cannot reach them. Thefisli, when 
the weather is too bad for conveyance by water, ai-e taken home by tlie fishermen, and 
sometimes much damaged for want of store and salt. ^ 

cr3.ll. frequently exceeds the demand, as the roads are so bad that dealers 

bmZf ° Yet I am mfomed, that Scotch Herrings are sometimes 

bought Hemngs taken m the late fishery, (1836,) are now selling herl, cured, at Is. 8d 
p“r tiwJ?n‘d Herrings, during the Isheiy, was abont 15s. 

by the land proprietor, or the public; for 
want o^^\ Inch fish can never be cured to any great extent ^ 

‘.u® «f this fishery, salt sold for Is. per cwt., but when the demand 

increased, the price was 2s,, at which price there was a sufficient supply. 
abouMs^ ^ measure, (which would contain seven weights of potatoes) ; the price is 

cwj’ J”’ Castlebar, bring 7s. to 1 2s. a dozen.— (dlcii. Michael 

“"rS? “b se-eth Inlskea Islands, and Iniskcadare, support themselves Condition of Fish 
Sf? ^ * '■> «8>'t miles in circumference ; their ermeii 

popniatron is about 500. One is high and indifferent m soil, badly cultivated ; the other low 
<and sandy, abounding with rabbits. 

'Hie yearly rent of *e two first islands, Is £100 ; proprietor Mi-. Welsh, Inlskea belongs 
to Mqjor Bingham. The rent of these islands is paid by fish and rabbit skins. ® 

ill ’ ?’ “’™8.P«MiPi;Ily w bad seasons, and the failure of the potato crop, 

general Uien throughout Erns, Acliil, and contiguous islands, there was a famine Relief 
was obtained by local subscriptions, and from tlie London and Dublin committees, 
a 1 ernployed m fishing boats, and curraghs, and occasionally in agriculture • 

emZtT avocations ai-e combined, neither is perfect. At present the men are%ot much 
employed in fishing; but if the fishery were brought to a regular system, by the employ- 
®^P®rienced fishermen, and good craft, constant employment would ensue, 
t lie hshermen, or agncultural labourers, reside in miserable hovels. 

tent S ‘''““S' 

c, Island, Acfolbeg, anti a part of Achil, the inhabitants are chiefly supported by 

^ cultural labour. IJey sometimes fish. The population of Clare Island is 1700; of 
civ!?’ eighteen acres, held from tlie proprietor, for 

cli the rent is from 5s. to 1 8s. an acre. The land is mountainous. In yeai-s which are 

L 2 
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Condition of not subject to famine, the agricultural produce is scarcely sufficient to maintain the population. 

Fishermen- These Islands have been frequently visited by famines, which may be attributed to the 

srnall portion of barren land occupied by each individual, and its being exposed to severe 
winds. 'Diese famines are mitigated by English, Irish, and Scotch charity. 

In Achilbeg there are no regular fishermen 'Hie peasantry, who sometimes go to fish, 
are of a sober and orderly disposition (John Rutledge.) 

The Island of Achiland the neighbouring district are subject to periodical famines. That 
of last summer was to an alarming extent; it was occasioned by severe autumnal winds, 
which destroyed the crop. These blasts are of very common occurrence. The inhabitants 
would have starved last year, but for the sum of £2000 which remained with the Maj*o 
Central Committee, from the famine of 1831 . A portion of this was received, together with 
a private donation of £50 from His Excellency Earl Mulgrave, and some small donations 
from charitable individuals. There is no distinction between the agriculturists and fishermen, 
33 the pursuits are combined. The habits of the people are peaceable ; they would be wil- 

T K ^ provided they could obtain it (Rev. Michael C(molly.) ' 

loans of the late Fishery Board were injurious, from the obligations under which the 
wretched fishermen obtained assistance. The fishermen have every difficulty to contend 

with in procuring fishing materials ; there ai-e no loan funds in this district (Belmullet.) 

(Lieut. Nugent.) 

There are no loan funds nor benefit societies in this place (Achilbeg) ; the fishermen are 
so poor they very seldom can procure one shilling. I believe they do not understand what 
loan funds mean. The only kind of assistance they receive, is what they call committee 
(charitable relief) ; they have much difficulty in procuring fishing materials. — ( John Rut- 
ledge^ 

In the Island of Achil, some have bettered their condition by recei”ing the loans of the 
late Fishery Board, but very few obtained them. I have been informed that a loan received 
in harvest could be paid in the May following, provided the roads were made passable for 
dealers to attend at the fishing harbours. Great difficulty is experienced at present in ob- 
taining fishing materials, and when on credit, the charge is usurious. — (Rev. Michael 
Conolbj.) 



Westport, February 24, 1836. 



Examining Commissioner — John Jagoc, Esq. »• 

Present — A. Clendenino, Esq., D. L., County Mayo; Captain SnALLAEn, R.N., Inspecting 
Commander of the Coast Guard; Matthias MAcDoNNELL,Esq., of Westport; Lieutenant 
Bueheton, H.N., and Mr. Carter, Chief Officer of the Coast Guard, Westport. On the 
following day, Sir Samuel O’Malley, Bart. 
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Boffin Fisheries. 



Mr. Carter, Officer of the Coast Guard, and Commander of a Revenue cutter, who has 
been for the last seven years on duty_ between Slyne Head and Achil Head, stated, that 
among the islands in Clew Bay there is a summer Herring fishery, which commences some- 
times in July, and continues until September. 

In July and August, large shoals offish come round Achil Plead; the bays are then filled 
with fish. 

There is no net used at present for taking Mackerel or Skad. It would greatly benefit 
the people of this coast, if a sean net were used. 

1 here are no regular fishermen. When a fishery commences, the men come down from 
the hills, with nets or lines, uncertain what boat they are to fish in, until they reach 
the beach, _ when they take the first boat that offers. They never fish for Herrings, but in 
die slack tide. The nets are moored, and often shot across each other, without aijy regu- 
larity-; and frequently riots take place. 

No law, (without a superintendent to enforce it,) could possibly preserve order. Even 
this season, fifteen nets were cut away in the Island of Boffin, and the offenders could not 
be discovered. 

A cutter of about one hundred and twenty tons, with lai-ge boats to row among the fish- 
ing boats, would prevent the irregularity which takes place. At present, nets are fre- 
quently lost during a fishery. A reserve supply of nets at such a time would be of 
benefit. 

Every yeai-,_ Herrings are brought into Westport in large quantities. The greater part 
are consumed fresh ; those salted are generally cured in bulk, ungutted, and frequently re- 
without salt. The cadgers take away those which are latest taken. 

There is often much inconvenience for want of salt, which causes a great loss of fish every 
year. ^ 

The Herring Fishing is more certain at Boffin than at any other part of the coast. 

riiere is an Oyster fishery between the islands in Clew Bay. Tlie Oysters are getting 
more scm-ce every year, which may be ascribed to the fishermen’s neglect, in not clearing 
the ftredge of the weeds which fasten in the meshes, and stop them ; so that a great many 
small Oysters, and also the fry of other fish, are thus destroyed. Having only half the 
bay dredged every year, would be of benefit, which would give the Oysters, in tlie other 
half, time to increase in growth. 

In the Island of Boffin, ten thousand men assemble frequently during a fishery. A police 
force would then be required, to keep order on shore. 
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A loan, payable by instalments in three yeai-s, would be of great benefit. — ( Mr. Carter^ 

Lieutenant Brereton, R.N., stated that a loan fund would promote the Fisheries, if 
placed under judicious management. He also recommends that the Government should 
place, at different stations, some of the most improved boats and fishing gear', with a few 
experienced fishermen and pilots, who could fish and instruct the coast population ; and he 
is certain, if the establishments were properly managed, they would greatly improve the 
condition of the coast population, and leave a large profit to the Govei-nment ; and these 
men, once instructed, on receiving a loan to enable them to fish, would in their turn be- 
come masters ; and by such means, the entire body of fishermen would become effective for 
naval purposes. These establishments should be placed under competent officers. 

Hemp nets should be used instead of flax nets, and they should be tanned once a fort- 
night. 

Lobster fishing should be protected in July and August. 

Boats should be numbered and registered. 

If the Government form an establishment for the Fisheries, the persons appointed should 
not have any local connections ; and he would not give any power to the local magistrates, 
but have all control in inspectors. 

Boats, nets, or any thing connected with the Fisheries, ought not to be attached for 
rent or any debts except loans given on the security of them. 

The most ample power should be given to the persons who may have general superin- 
tendence of the Fisheries, as it would not be easy to legislate for each harbour ; and in this 
case, he would recommend local regulations, sanctioned by the Board of Superintendence, 
to have the force- of law. — (^Lieut. Brereton.') 

Mr. Matthias MacDonnell stated that it would be useless to pass a law to regulate the 
Fisheries, unless respectable persons were appointed to enforce it ; and those persons 
should be only amenable to the Government. 

Every encouragement should be given to joint stock companies. 

He would not approve of bounties ; but some considerable encouragement should be given 
to those who invest capital in the Fisheries. 

Depots of salt and fishery materials ought to be established at every fishery. 

Insurances on fishing boats and materials would be very desirable. 

It was stated that the quantity of Herrings brought into Westport each day during a 
fishery, may be estimated at from 500,000 to 1,000,000. They are not brought by the 
fishermen, but by dealers, who purchase them at the fishing grounds, off Boffin, Innis- 
turk, and Clare Island, and convey them to Westport in open boats, of from ten to twenty 
tons, and re-sell them there at from 18«. to £1 per thousand. 

Curing-iiouses on the islands would greatly benefit the poor fishermen ; they would always 
insure a market to them. 

At present, during bad weather, the mar’ket is very uncertain, as the dealers cannot go 
out to purchase on many days that fish are taken. 

Sir Samuel O’Malley recommends the following plan for promoting the Fisheries : — 

There should be an Act of Parliament, authorising the formation of Fishing Compa- 
nies in Ireland, and effectually freeing each individual from any liability whatever, beyond 
the sum subscribed. 

There should be an annual sura appropriated from the Consolidated Fund, say 
£20,000, to erect piers along the west coast of Ireland; the machinery for erecting them to 
be conveyed from one place to another, on the completion of each, which would be a ma- 
terial saving, and tend to facilitate the works. The present fishery piers are all useless. 

There should be a proper direction given to the education of children on the coast, 
to make them competent to be good fishermen, and able to manage sail-boats. 

There should be premiums given annually in each station for the best boats, nets 
and spillards, as well as for the best modes of taking and curing fish ; also to the ablest fisher- 
men, and the best educated boys. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

Clew Bay. 

The Herring fishery is the principal one in Clew Bay. It commences in October, and 
ends generally in January. Cod and Ling fall in while the Herring fishery exists. ‘ There 
has not been a Herring fishery here for the last two years, which renders the fishermen 
very poor and comfortless. — {Mr. Williams, C. G. 0., Mynish.) 

Cod, Ling, Haddock, Whiting, and Glassen, are taken on the coast, from October to 
April ; Mackerel and Herrings are also taken. Long lines and hand lines are the only 
modes of fishing, except for Herrings. There are no persons residing in this district, who 
make fishing their chief industry ; agriculture is the principal employment. I recollect one 
season, in which Pilchards appeared on this coast ; they were considered Herrings, and treated 
in the same way; but the quantity taken was inconsiderable. — {Mr. Copplestone, C.G.O., 
Old Head.) 

Herrings fall into the bay at very uncertain periods — sometimes in May. The indica- 
tions are — in the day time the water appears quite oily, but in general tire sea birds are 
looked for; in the night time, when Henings are very numerous, there is aluminous ap- 
pearance on the water, and sometimes they are smelled; but these indications cannot 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



F-hi„s cannot be observed, except antong the shoals. 

There not been tmy remarkable change in the periods at which fish visit this coast, 
except with Sunfish, which have not appeared on the coast these five yeai-s past. Pilchards 
t'^enty years — {Mr. Mahon, Collector of Customs, 

. hundred islands in Clew Bay are inhabited by persons followine tlie ioint occuna- 

tion of fishermen and agriculturists {Mr. Mahon.) & J k“<- 

ArltZt natural Oyster beds in the Bay ; they are open to the public, and are 

dredged about seven months m the year. The Oysters are sold in Westport, at 4d. or 5d 
per hundred; are of good quality; and large quantities of them are sent to beds on the coast 
dLric;.l(itr°wS» P^ are employed by this fishery, in Mynish 

Oysters are sold on the Islands by the basket, containing about four hundred, the price of 
which IS from lOrf. to 12cf. — {Mi\ lioxven.^ ‘ 

At the head of Clew Bay there is a great cluster of small islands, extending from north 
to south, eight miles. There ai-e various natural Oyster beds among them, which afford a 
considerable earning to the inhabitants. The proprietors of these islands take no interest in 
protecting the fishery, which is open to all persons. The consequence is, that for want of 
proper regu ations in protecting the beds from abuse, I understand, in a short time the 
fishing will be destroyed.— (See Regulations.) The Oysters are small, but of good cua- 
fmm i sufficient time on the beds. They are retailed in this quarter at 

f om 3fc. to 6tZ.per 120, but are sold at less than half this rate to can-iers, who tie them 
t irougJi the country, and sometimes to Dublin, retailing them in the towns on the route - 
t le largest portion is taken to the County Clare. Di-edging is practised at all times of the 
year ; and when the Oysters cease to be in season, lai-ge quantities of tliera are sent to the 
Ulare beds — {Mr. Copplesto7ie.J 

lliere may be fifty boats and two hundred persons engaged in the Oyster fishery of 
Uew Bay. Tlie beds are too often dredged ; they ought to be spared._(Jlfr. Mahon.) 
tin nS h’ T j' f to be plenty along the western coast. They are taken 

(m Old Head district,) in basket pots, with a hole at top : I imagine it is a bad mode. The 
people require instruction m Lobster fishing very much. TLere are not more than six 
boats employed here in this fishery, but the trade might be very profitable during the snm- 
not b ? “’t ptn-t of sprmg, the weather is so heavy, that Lobsters could 

not be taken. Defers purchase the Lobsters from the fishers, at the boats, for 6». and tin 
to 95. per dozen. Crabs are never carried to market for sale. ” 

Scallops m-e taken occ^ionally on a few parts of the coast, in order to make presents to 
gentlemen, from whom the poor people expect some great favour— (A/?-. Copplestone.) 
Lobsters, Crabs, and Scallops, are scarce m the bay, but of good quality ^ 

“ --M-i to beijnrlons to the 

Some of the fishing boats in Mynish district are in tolerably good repair ; the others are 
batUy fonnd, from die indigence of the fishermen. 'The sail-boats are*^ worth from £i0 to 
here’ ^ row-boats about ,£6 each. These boats are fully adequate to the fisheries 

The nets tire of flax, from forty to forty-five fathoms long, twelve feet deep, with inch 
meshes and are only used in Hemng fishing. They are made and repaired in the fish^. 

men s families! some are barked.— friffitaiu.) 

The boats belonging to the islands in my district (Islandmore), which are used in Herrine 
fishing, ai-e about sixteen feet long, six broad, three deep, are pierced for four oars and 
cost irom £1 to £9 ; some have one lugsail. When not employed in die Herring fisheries 
they are engpd in a cartymg trade between the islands. Each boat has in general 
roni three to five liemng-nets, which are made by the fishermen's families. Tlie boats ^1! 
nets arc geneiaUy inhad condition. It is not tmdl the fish strike in, dial the fishermen 
are preparing their little tackling {Mr. Boicai) nsnermen 

'The boats in Old Head district, for the deep sea fishing of Cod, Ling, &o are ooen 
himkers, of from six to twelve tons burthen, and cost from £20 to £60. In tlte Herlng 
Mienes, fonr-oayed boats ai-e used, which cost from £6 to £9. Nets are only Sed fo? 
Herrings; longhr.es or sp.Ilai'ds and hand lines, are used for deep sea flslilij Til the 
geai IS made by the fishermen and tlieir families._(i/r. Copplestone.) * 

1 ha boats on the whole of die coast, from the Stags of Broadliaven to Klllery Head are 
m bad condition, the owners not being able to repair them. Weightier boats would be de- 
sirable, say smacks of about twenty-five tons burthen, which would cost £250 

fishllrrhmTLTy“s Si “■ “ 

from °£1 SScSSS '"'5' 

I T — district, lug bait is abundant ; hening and whiting are used for Cod and Ling- 
whitingbai is good for all round fish. If herring and whiting be scarce, fla7or Tmall fifh 

Ctabbait\nsed,wl,elnoothero’antprocurec^^ 

Lug, mussels, and sand-eels, are in abundance on the coast {Mr. Mahon ) 

There are no repikations on tlie coast, except die custom of not fishing on 'Sundays 
The size of meshes 1.1 nets may be regulated by each fisherman's sense of expediency 
During great fisheries, contentions arise between the local fishermen and strTnTTTand 
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tliere is no sufficient force to restrain them, since the abolition of the late Fishery Establish- 
ment, the regulations of which were considered effectual. 

A local Inspector of Fisheries for each Coast Guard District, would be in my opinion re- 
quisite; and I would put this duty on the Inspecting Commanders, with a small considera- 
tion for it, as the respectabUity of their station in life, and the power in their control, -would 
enforce obedience to regulations, without trouble or expense. {Mr. Mahon.) 

For want of proper regulations to protect the Oyster fisheries from abuse, the fishing 
will be desti-(^'ed in a short time. Oysters of all sizes ai-e emptied into the boats out of the 
dredge ; they are then taken on shore, the good ones are packed for sale, and the small 
ernes, which should be thrown on the beds again, are left on tlie beach. 

The boats employed in the Oyster fisheries should be registered, and there ought to be 

strict regulations formed, with an Inspector to point them out, and see them obeyed 

(_Mr. Copphstone) 

The fish taken in Mynish district, are sold to dealers, or canued by the fishermen in boats 
to Newport and Westport, from six to twelve miles. 'Die supply is never equal to the 
demand. 

Herrings are cured to a great extent; and Scotch Herrings are imported. — {Mr. Williams.') 

On this coast, (Old Head district,) Herrings are the only fish taken in large quantities, 
and ai-e sold to dealei-s at tlie boats. The supply has not exceeded the demand in the last 
twenty yeai-s. There was previously an excess, when salt was so scarce that the fish could 
not be cured. 

I have seen Cod sell for £l a dozen, fresh; — and I have known the price to be 3s. a 
dozen. 

Hemngs are cured in considerable quantities, all in bulk: small quantities of Cod, Ling, 
Haddock, Mackerel, Bream, Pollock, Glassen, and Wliiting, are cured. There are no 
local facilities for curing, and fish ai-e therefore frequently so deteriorated, as to be, I 
should suppose, poisonous, — still they are disposed of, to the prejudice of the public. Diere 
is generally a sufficient supply of salt ; the price of it, for the last five years, has been from 
£l to £I bs. per ton. — {Mr. Copplestone.) 

The fish are brought to Westport and Newport in the fishing boats, and distributed 
tlirough the interior, by dealers. Die roads to the interior are tolerably good. It has seldom 
happened that the supply has exceeded the demand. 

Fish liave not been used for manure witliin recollection. It appears to me, there is always 
a demand for the supply. 

Three or four hundred barrels of Scotch-cured fish are annually imported into Westport. 

Several individuals have stores for the curing of fish; there are no facilities of curing 
provided for the fishermen ; they sell the fish to curers, and would lose time by curing fish 
themselves. 

The price of salt is from £1 to £l 5s. per ton, and the supply is sufficient on the 
mainland. Diere are two manufactories at Westport, and lai-ge supplies are obtained from 
England. 

It appears to me, that fishery stores and supplies of salt, should be always ready at Boffin 
Island, Achilbeg, Blacksod Point, and Belmullet, — in order that the fish might be cured 
there, instead of Westport and Newport, the distance of which from the fishing ground 
jiresents a serious obstacle to the industry of the fisherman. I have no doubt, a valuable 

fishery could be created on the coast of Mayo, as tlie demand exists for the supply (Mr. 

MaJion) 

The fishermen in Mynish district are generally moral and peaceable. Die use of 
ardent spirits does not prevail to any injurious extent. They are occasionlly engaged in 
iigriculture. 

Lea land is let in con-acre for potato-ground, at from £3 to £4 an acre. Farmers gene- 
rally pay for this ground, from £1 10s. to £2 an acre. 

Fishermen are hired for the sail-boats, and get a house, an acre of land, and a share of 
the fish, in return for their labour. 

There has not been a Herring fishery here for the last two yeans, which renders the 
fishermen very ]ioor and comfortless {Mr. Williams.) 

I have recently visited all the inhabited islands (in Clew Bay,) as well as the mainland 
comprised in my guard, and such appearances of poverty, and want of general domestic 
comforts, I never witnessed in any other part of the country. 'Fhe people fish only for 
Hemngs, and when they are tli'is employed, ardent spirits are much used among them. 

They generally have small holdings of land, and work as labourers whenever they can 
get employment. 

Con-acre for potatoes is let, without manure, at from £1 to £2 an acre, and some as hif^h 
as £5. When let manured, the rent is from £4 to £7 an acre. Die rents of small farms 
are very unequal; they are from lOs. to £2 an acre {Mr. Bowen) 

Contrasted -with the habits of tradesmen, those of the fishermen are indolent. When 
ardent spirits can be got, the use prevails. The fishermen in general connect agriculture 
witii their pursuits; for trade, the combination is bad, but under the depressed state of the 
fishers, they would be miserably off w-ithout an additional occupation. All on this 
coast, hold land, more or less ; and they ime only three months employed in fishing, at the 
most, but might be employed six months. A thrifty fisherman could earn by fishing a suf- 
ficiency for a family. 

Die acreable rent of farms is £l 10.«. an acre, all round. Die con-acre rent of lea 
land, burned for potatoes, is from £4 to £7; ofstubble land, from £3 lOj, to £5; of ploughed 
land, £3 155. to £6 ; of manured land, £4 to £7 ; of iinmanured land, £2 to £3. 
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Tile widows and children of fishermen are supported, when unable to work, by charity. 
The poor of Ireland are generally supported by the peasantry. — {Mr. Mahon.) 

In Old Head district, the fishermen are all holders of land, and this combination of em- 
ployment IS injurious to the Fisheries. If the Fisheries were encouraged and established, the 
fehermen would be benefited by making fishing the sole occupation of their industry. 
About lour months are the utmost length of the time now employed in fishing; but double 
th^ time mi^ht be profitably occupied.— Copplestone.) 

The late fishery loan fund improved the condition of the fishermen, when the money was 
not placed m the hands of traders, who overcharged materially the articles required by the 
hsherrnen. Since its extinction gi-eat difficulty has been experienced in obtaiqing gear, &e. 
as credit is not given here. The poor, in many instances, are unable to keep their boats 
repaired, and purch^e nets. Their condition would be improved, if they were supplied 
with means of building new boats, and to provide themselves with sean nets, to fish for horse 
Mackerel (Skad), which frequent this coast in great shoals during August; and also with 
nete lor Sprats, which frequent this coast from July until September.- (jWr. WUliams.) 

Ihe late fishery loan fund was so administered JocaUy, as not to have the effect desired. 

Credit IS very limited here, owing to the distressed condition of the people, and when 
obtained, considerable overcharges are made. I know instances of persons building four- 
oar boats, which could not at the highest cost more than from £3 to £4, and charge poor 
hsJ^men £8 or £9 for them, allowing two years for payment {Mr. Copplestone.) 

There are not any loan funds or benefit societies on this coast. The loan fund of the 
late Fishery Board was considered beneficial, and since its extinction, the fishermen have 
suffered nmcli from want of means to provide materials for boats and gear, and I believe 
they are charged usuriously for credit. For a credit of six months, the charge is ten per 
cent, at least. ° ^ 

Loans to the fishermen, to the full extent of tlieii' outfit, would be most beneficial (Mr 

Mahon.) ^ 



Clare Island, February 2% 1836. 



Examining Commissioner — John Jagoe, Esq. 

WiTNESSES—The Rev. Mr Whelan, P.P. ; Mr. Wm. Burman, of the Coast Guard ; and Messrs 
Dominick Maley, Patrick Connor, and Peter O’Toole. 

Dominick Maley stated that he recollects Clare Island forty years. There has been gene- 
rally a Herring fishery at the Island in five successive years ; there is, however, oft^ an 
interval of eight or ten years, without any Heirings. The present fishery is the greatest 
ever remembered. With ten fathoms of net, 8,000 Herrings have been taken. 

In 1798, the fishermen generally received 5s. per hundred for Herrings ; the price this 
about IO 5 . per thousand. TTie Herrings are not as large as formerly. 

1 here is great want of salt every season. At present, the pier and shores are full of fish 
and there are no means of salting them. ’ 

The boats employed at present in fishing, are fifteen feet in keel, ten feet in beam and 
two teet ten inches deep ; there are in each boat five men. Tlie greater pai-t of the boats 
have not more than three nets, as the fishermen are so poor that they cannot supply the 
place oi any lost during a fishery ; the consequence of which is, that when a loss happens 
tne tisnerman who is so unfortunate is thrown out of employment. 

The Mackerel come on our coast, and ai-e only fished for with lines. In a day, there have 
been caught 900, with two hand lines ; but an average day’s fishing may be about .300 
bkad appear in great quantities, and are never taken.*— (Dommzc/i Maley.) 

I eter O’Toole stated, Aat Skad are every year in such great numbers on the coast, that 
he has often shot them. The appearance of Skad and Mackerel is more certain than that 
of any other fish — {Peter O’ Toole.) 

Willmm Burman, of the Coast Guard, stated that he has seen the water quite brown 
J^h^Skad, Mackerel, and Pollock, at the small pier; and even then they were not 

the^^**^*^^^ ™ abundance, but there is only one boat here employed in fishing for 

Haddock, of fine quality, are in all the bays {Wm. Burman) 

Cod and Ling might now be taken in great quantities; they are fished for here witli 
ring fishffig persons at present taking them, as the boats are all in the Her- 

Ihere are 'l^ales m the bay every year. Tlie Sunfishhave not been observed latterly 
near- the coast, but they may be on the Sunfish bank. ^ 

At present many fishermen are idle from want of means to go to fish ; and while the inha- 
mS®? ^land were stai-ving last August, there were large quantities of Skad and 

Every year there is distress in Clare Island. Last season the inhabitants were reduced 
and MackSf Valentia, County Kerry, for a description of an improved net for taking Skad 
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to the greatest poverty, and would have starved had not the English charity, and supplies Want of Food, and 
from Government, come in time. inability to fish. 

If there were regular fishermen, there might have been a take of Herrings every year; 
but even in this season, very few are able to make advantage of the great quantity of fisli 
near the coast. 

When the inhabitants found llieir means insufficient to catch the fish, they lighted fires 
on the hills as signals to the fishermen of the neighbouring coast to come *and fish the 
prospect of taking fish was so great ; and some of the island boats were shoved down, so 
much out of repair, that a considerable loss of life nearly happened. 

While • the inhabitants ai-e starving, the coast is surrounded with all kinds of fish ; yet the 
people derive ‘no benefit from this abundance. Their boats are so bad, that the Rev. 

Mr. Whelan stated he could not with safety visit Innisturk Island, which is part of his 
parish. 

This season, Herrings have remained for ten days witliout being salted. There is not a 
curing-house in the island. Curing-houses, and supplies of salt, would be of great benefit ; 
and also, a supply of fishing materials, which, if got on loan, would be paid for in two 
years. 

The pierhead w^ washed away during the last gales ; it was not well built. A perma- Harbour of Clare 
• nent q^uay would improve the fisheries, and be of great benefit to the inhabitants of the Island, 
other islands. 



The population of Clare Island is about 1800 ; and the rental is £620 per annum 

( The Rev. Mr. Whelan.) 

In May, there are frequently seen large quantities of Herrings, but tlie islanders never 
think of fishing for them at tliat season. 

The summer HeiTings ai*e smaller than those taken in winter, and very rich.—(P. Connor.) 

Innisturk Island is the property of the Earl of Lucan, and the population is 570. The 
men are all employed occasionally in fishing. There has been Herring fishing there annually 
for many years; and the Herrings were so large, that four hundred of them would fill a 
baiTel; but in 1831, the large Herrings did not appeal'. 

In 1831, smaller Hen-ings appeared, six hundred of which were requhed to fill a barrel; 
and these now appear annually. The large Herrings usually appeared about the 1 0th of Fe- 
bruary, and left the sliore in about twenty days. The small Herrings appear about the middle 
of January, and leave the shore about the first of March, at which time tliey spawn on a 
sandy bottom, in about twenty fathoms water. 

The price on an average may be from 10s. to 15s. a thousand. 

A great loss is suffered every year by want of salt. Last season a hundred thousand 
Herrings rotted ; and tlie year before, a much greater quantity was lost. 

_At Innisturk, two hundred boats generally fish every year; they come from different parts 
oi the neighbouring coast, and take on an average about ten tliousand of Herrings to the 
boat. If’the boats were good and well provided with nets, the Herring fishery of Innis- 
turk would be considerably extended. 

There are no curing-houses on the Island, and salt is not sold nearer than 'Westport ; 
Herrings, therefore, are frequently lying ten days without being salted. 

Mackerel and Skad abound every year, from June until the end of September ; but the 
Mackerel are only taken with lines ; in a day, about two hundred may be thus taken in one 
boat. 
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The Cod and Ling fishery is very productive between Achil Head and Sharkhead. The 
fish are taken entirely with hand lines ; in a day, ten dozen may be taken in one boat. This 
fishery may become a source of great profit ; at present the only fishermen engaged in it 
are from Sken-ies, County Dublin. 

A pier is much wanted in Innisturk, and another at tlie east end of Boffin Island. Piers required. 

The general condition of the inhabitants of Innisturk, is very poor. Tlie fishermen i„,)isturk Fisher^ 
have small farms, and are not well provided with boats and nets. All the nets in tlie Island men. 
are made from flax. Each boat has earned this season about £10 by fishing for Herrings. 

The rents are paid by the fisheries . — {Peter O’ Toole.) 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

Clare Island, Imisturh, and Boffin Island. 

Boffin and Innisturk ai'e remarkable for Herring fisheries ; and Innisboffin particulai'ly. Fisheries, and 
for Cod and Ling. At Clare Island and Achil Head, there ai'e extensive Pollock fisheries. Modes of Fishing. 

The Heiring fishery of Boffin is followed ivithin three miles of the island bearings, N.'VV. 

to S.E. ; and Herrings are taken witliin about two miles of Innisturk, from N.W. to S. 

The Cod and Ling fishery extends from the Boffin shore ten miles W. from N.W. to S. E. 

Tlie Herring fishery commences about the 1st of January, and ends generally in April. 

I here has been no change in the periods of the Herring fishery, except within the two last 
years ; it commenced three weeks earlier than formerly. Glassen are taken at all seasons, 
but especially in the winter, say from Septemberto April. Mackerel fishing begins in May, 
and ends in November. I-Ierrings are taken with nets in row-boats. This fisliei'y is more 
productive than any other. Cod and Ling fishing is the next in profit ; with long lines at 
Boffin — .with hand lines at the other places. 

M 
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Every year, a number of sail-boats come to fish at Boffin. The inhabitants use row- 
boats, when fishing for Cod and Ling. 

There are no Oysters at Boffin, Innisturk, or Clare Island. Lobsters and Crabs are 
not very abundant, but of very superior quality. They are taken with wicker-pots, from 
May until November, by the local fishermen, sixty of whom are employed in twenty boats. 
There ai-e only two individuals employed in the canying of Lobsters ; many more might be 
employed. 

'Irawliiig, and There has been no trawling on this coast. Fishermen complain of it as injurious to the 

Modes complained fisheries, even when a solitary instance occurs. 

Complaints are also made of shooting nets at improper times. 

Boats and Gear. ^ 1 here are no fishing vessels; the boats are very bad, and in most cases the gear is bad. 

There has been no improvement in the boats, and the mode of fishing has been the same for 
twenty j-ears. There are open sail-boats used for carrying Herrings to market, which 
are sometimes in the Cod and Ling fishery The cost of such boats may be from £40 to 
£80; the burthen from six to twelve tons. Row-boats and gear cost from £8 to £12; 
decked vessels may be preferable, but I cannot say how they would answer. 

Tile train of herring-nets consists of six pieces, of from twenty to thirty fathoms long, and 
fi’om six to eight score meshes deep ; cash price, from 25s. to 30s. The side or square , of 
the mesh is measured with a halfpenny, and sometimes with a penny. 

The long line consists of from four to six pieces, of 300 fathoms each, mounted with five 
score hooks. 

The gear is all made by the fishermen’s families. The usual price paid for spinning net 
twine is 6d. per lb., and for netting, Ad. per yard. With cai'e, a net may last three years ; 
but in a good fishery, a net will not last more than one season. Each piece of net is made 
with about 18lbs. ol flax. Hemp is not used for making nets. 

bait. Henings are the bait used for all fish ; lug is also used, and sometimes conger-eel. 

Crabs, for Bream and Pollock ; mackerel, for Turbot and other flat fish ; and for Mackerel, 

. a bait of mackerel is used. 

On this coast, I know of no means to remedy a want of bait ; indeed, a w'ant seldom 
occurs. ITiere are no mussel banks. 

Kegulatioiis. There are no regulations since the abolition of the late Fishery Board ; the absence of 

them is very injurious to the Fisheries. 

Contentions frequently happen during the Herring fishery, especially at Boffin Island, 
which is considered a kind of neutral ground, where each party meet in strong force, and 
dreadful conflicts ensue; which are injurious to the fishery, as the weaker party must keep 
at a respectful distance from tlieir more powerful adversaries, and generally lose their chance 
of fisl). 



Markets and 
Curing. 



Such contentions may possibly be i-estrained by a local authority, with power to bring 
the offenders to inrmediate justice. 

There is no exclusive privilege of fishing claimed by the proprietors ; but the strongest 
I'action claim and enforce an exclusive right to their choice of fishing ground, which is a 
great injury to the weaker party. 

If there were regulations, which would restrain violence and the destruction of propertj-, 
they would be most beneficial. Those who assemble here reside in different counties. 

lire principal market is Westport — distant from Boffin thirty miles; from Innisturk, 
twenty miles ; and from Clare Island, fourteen miles. Tlie fish are conveyed in open sail- 
boats, burthen from six to tweh’e tons. The local fishermen sell to the sail-boats at 
tlie fishing ground, and to vessels which come to purchase and cure cargoes. The owners 
of sail-boats again sell the fish to cadgers, or to merchants at Westport, who cure them in 
bulk. 



The carrying^ of Herrings gives considerable employment during the fishery ; at Boffin, last 
season, about £1500 worth of Herrings were sold. 

The supply of fish is not equal to the demand, as a great deal of Scotch Herrings are im- 
ported. Herrings sold fresh for the last five years, from 5s. per thousand to 50s; Cod, 
2s. iid. per dozen ; Ling, from 3s. to 5s. per dozen. 

The local fishermen very seldom cure any fish, and what they do is of very bad quality: 
in general fish of all kinds ai-e cured badly even by traders. Tliere ai-e no facilities l<)r 
curing ; for want of which, the fish are deteriorateif in quality. 

Herrings are cured in bulk ungutted, in common stores, at Westport : they are not 
barrelled. 



('omlitioii of tlie 
Fishenneii. 



1 he^ price of salt is from 20s. to 30s. a ton. There is a sufficiency at Westport. 

Boffin, Innisturk, and Clare Islands, are remarkable for occasional famines, which are attri- 
buted to high winds. The relief obtained for the last was through the Central Committee 
at Castlebar, tlie Ai'chbishop of Tuam, and the land proprietors. 

Ihe general habits of the fishermen are indolent; and the use of ardent spirits does pre- 
vail to ail injurious extent among them. ITiey are not wholly employed in fishing ; and 
combination of pursuits is injurious to the fisheries, though not to the fishermen. For want 
of means to fish, not more than one-third of the year is employed in fishing ; under favour- 
able circumstances, two-thirds might be employed. Fishermen hold land at rent rather 
higher than others pay. The con-acre lets from £4 to £6 per Irish acre. 

Ihe extent of Boffin is about 1800 acres; the population 1500 ; one-third of the land 
IS arable, two-thirds mountain and bog ; it is let in farms of from two to six acres ; average 
rent paid for all kinds of land, 5s. per acre. 

I believe the agricultural produce of Boffin is equal to the maintenance of the popu- 
lation. ^ 
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'rhere is no loan fund, or benefit society ; nor, to my knowledge, have fishermen made in- Loan Funds and 
vestments m saving banks. Benefit Soneties. 

I think the loan tund ol the late Fishery Board did an injury to the boiTowers, from their 
improvidence. If loans were repaid by instalments, they would be much more useful ; the 
time of re-payment must depend on the fisheiy. A thrifty fisherman lays out a great deal 
to prepare for the fishery ; should he prove unfortunate, all his outlay goes for nothing tliat 
season ; therefore, re-payment should be by instalments. 

Tire fishermen have experienced much difficulty in getting materials since the extinction 
of the late Fishery Loan. — {Essex Phillips, Chief Boatman, Boffin Island.) 



BOATS AND MEN ENGAGED IN THE FISHERIES—COUNTY MAYO. 



Coast Guard Station. 


Coast Guard Officer. 


HecUed Vessels. 


Half-decked Vessels. 


Open Sail-boate. 


Row-boats. 
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Achil Island and Keel 

Mynish 

Islandmore 
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Achilbeg and ) 

Clare Island j 

Iiinisturk Island 
Boffin Island 


Mr. Thos. Moore 
Lt. G. Raymond 
Mr. R. Harding... 
Lt. Wm. Congdon 
Lt. H. Hockin ... 
Lt. A. Henri 
Mr. J. Jackson ... 
Lt. Wm. Clappe 
Mr. G. Phibbs ... 
Mr. F. Gallaher... 
Mr. F. Reynolds... 
Mr. G. Williams ... 
Mr. D. Bowen ... 
Mr. J. Copplestone 
Mr. Rutledge ... 
Mr. A. Maguinish 
Mr. Essex Phillips 
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The Killeries and Clifden, February 26, 1836. 

Examining Commissionek — John Jagoe, Esq. 

PfiESENT — Colonel A. Thompson, C.B.; John Darcy, Esq.; and Captain Andrews, R.N., 
Inspecting Commander, Coast Guard. 



Colonel Thompson is satisfied that this coast abounds with all kindsoffish; but the modes 
of fishing ai-e very imperfect. The men employed have little skill in fishing ; and until im- 
proved modes are introduced, and the men instructed, the fisheries cannot be profitable. 

If Herrings did not come upon the coast in great quantities, the present boats and nets 
would not yield a remuneration. 

The fish on the coast from Achil Head to Galway, would supply all Ireland. 

The fishermen at present are not well paidfortheir labour; different intermediate persons 
between them and the consumer receive the lai'gest profits. 

Salt is frequently wanted ; it was as high this season as Is. per cwt. 

Tlie fishing materials are sold at a hundi-edper cent, over their value. 

lliere is no order observed in fishing; and disputes frequently occur in shooting nets, 
many of which are cut entirely away, which causes the ruin of those whose sole dependence 
is on the success of the fishery. No enactments will prevent these occurrences. It would 
be extremely difficult to trace the persons who commit the offences, as during the fisherv 
there is an assemblage from different parts of the coast of Ireland. Nothing would more 
effectually preserve order than to have a cutter sufficiently manned, and a superintendent, 
who would have tlie power to enforce regulations and decide, disputes summarily. 

It would gi-eatly promote the Fisheries, if Government would establish schools for maritime 
instruction, in which the best modes of fishing would be taught, as well as the construction 
of the fishing gear most suitable to the coast, and the best manner of curing fish. Land 
proprietor's should give ground rent free for such establishments. 

It would be of advantage to extend the authority of magistrates to offences committed at 
sea in the Fisheries {Colonel Thompson.) 

Captain Andrews stated that there are fish in the harbour of Ardbear, (Clifden,) fre- 
quently ; but they are not always taken. A short time ago, the harbour was full of Her- 
rings. 



The Fisheries, 
Modes of Fishing, 
and the Fishermen. 



Salt and Gear. 

Regulations re- 
quired. 



Instruction 

necessary. 



Herrings in the 
Harbour. 



* A number of these fishermen without boats. 
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The following statement, relating to the Sunfish, has been communicated by Mr. Morris 
of Clifden : — 

'Fhe Sunfish usually appear in the month of April : but, arising from various causes, 
very few have been taken for some years, the fishery being little known, except among 
poor fishermen, who could neither afford time in making experiments, or running risk, which 
they should do, by looking after the fish off the land in open boats. 

This species are frequently accompanied by Whales, in their migration towards the north 
sea ; they have been traced from the south-west coast of Ireland, where they first appear, to 
the north coast of Scotland, and they loiter on the passage towards the latter end of April, 
on our fishing banks from Slyne Head to Broadhaven. They usually measure thirty feet 
in length, and weigh about six tons ; have two large fins like cocked hate, which, with the 
])oint of the tail, appear at the same time above water. Tliey are called Sunfish, from their 
appearing only upon the rising of the sun, and remain basking for about two houm, when 
they disappear, and shew again for a like period in the evening, always in fine weather. In 
rough weather they swim with great rapidity, and it is difficult for boats to come up with 
them. 

TIrey are speared with a harpoon, and it requires five or six men, for three hours or more, 
to kill one of them ; when struck, they dive do\vn perpendiculai-ly, take about seventy fa- 
thoms of line, and draw the boat after them, invariably to windward ; when nearly ex- 
hausted, they are drawn up to tlie surface, and pierced with a lance like a sergeant’s halbert, 
in several parts of the body, until nearly bled to death, and with much caution, lest a flap 
of tlie tail should stove in or upset the boat. They are then lashed fore-and-aft alongside 
the boat, and turned belly up ; a man goes out upon the fish witli a large knife or hatchet, 
cuts under and across the jaw, and rips open four feet towards the navel, when the liver, in 
shape like a Ling’s, floats out, and is separated from the integuments ; the fish immediately 
fills with water and loses its buoyancy, and the ropes must be slipped with great dexterity, 
or it would bring down the boat. 

The average produce of a liver is a pipe of oil, value about £50. 'These fish contain no 
bone, but a cartilaginous substance from head to tail ; and I am not aware that any part of 
the fish is of value exept the liver. 

Although not an advocate for bounties, I nevertheless am of opinion they may judi- 
ciously be offered by Government to encourage this fishery, for a period of three or four 
years, in any act to be introduced, for the purpose of inducing a company, or individuals to 
make trial, whom I otherwise apprehend may not to do so, the fishery being considered ra- 
ther casual. Only a few fish may be seen at one season, and a thousand at another ; but one 
good j’ear compensates for the disappointment of three. The fish are sometimes seen off 
the headlands, and, no later than last year, close in with the shore. 

Should steamers be used, the better, as the fish are sometimes seen in calm weather, and 
cannot be overtaken. 

Suppose a bounty of £200 were offered for a steamer, of not less than 100 tons, carrying 
lour whale boats, thirty men, with all required gear, and not to remain less than thirty dajl 
on tlie bank ; a bounty of £100 for a sailing vessel of similar size and equipment; with boun- 
ties in the same proportion, of £1 per ton, for smaller decked vessels, to thirty tons ; also, 
in addition, abounty of £100 for the greatest quantity of oil taken by any vessel ; andfor 
the next greatest quantity, bounties of £50, £30, £20, and £10. 

In conclusion, I have no hesitation in stating, tliat if this fishery were properly followed 
up, it would be attended with great national advantage ; and there can be little doubt, that 
were the various fisheries prosecuted, (particulaidy by a company,) on tlie north-west coast ■ 
of Ireland, with diligence, experience, and economy, they would- not fail to produce a 
large profit to those who might embark in the undertaking {James A. Morris.) 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

From the Killeries to Slyne Head. 

On the banks off this coast (Killeries), there are plenty of Cod, Ling, and Conger, d'hey 
were remarkable^ for the Sunfish (basking Shark), many of which used to be taken in the 
spring ; but within the last few years the fishery is neglected, probably from the low price of 
oil, or from requiring a better description of boat than is at present on the coast. 

Herring, Cod, and Ling, are the principal fisheries. The fishing for Herrings generally 
commences at Christmas, and lasts about six weeks ; Cod and Ling fishing begins in No- 
vember, and lasts through the winter. The fisheries, if attended to, would be very profitable ; 
at jiresent, the Herring fishery is the most productive. 

Mackerel and small Pollock have been caught in the last two years, with scans, hauled 
‘”1 shoi’e- Salmon are caught in great abundance during the season, at the mouths 
of all the rivers in Cimemara. Turbot are taken with hand lines and spillards. 

jlfiere are several natural beds of Oysters; they are claimed by the proprietor of the 
.sou, and the public never dispute the right. They are taken with dredges, and at low water 
of spring tides with the hani. In the Killeries, the Oysters are large, and of a superior 
<juahty ; on the other banks they are small, but of a good quality. 

Crabs and Lobsters are plenty on the coast, and of superior quality. I was informed, 
that a boat attending the fishery regularly during the season, would earn about £30, by 
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disposing of the Lobsters to cadgers, at 3s. 6<f. per dozen; they ai-e afterwai-ds sold in 
Galway, Westport, and through the coimtiy. 

Scallops are in the Killeries, large, and of good quality, but not sufficient in quantity to 
create a trade. — {Colonel Thompson.) 

Witli the exception of three or four scans, and one trammel, all sorts of round and flat 
fish are taken (on the Galway coast) with long lines and hand lines. Herrino-s are in every 
instance taken with nets, in which they are meshed ; tlie Sunfish, by spears (harpoons)'; 
Cod and Ling are taken at all times of the year ; but the principal fishery betrins about the 
latter end of February, and continues until May. The Sunfish fishery commences about 
April or May ; it does not last long. The Lobster fishery commences about June or July 
and continues until October. Grey and red Gurnet, Mackerel, and Bream, with Turbot] 
and other flat fish, are taken in summer. Tlie most productive fishery, and the one which 
gives most employment, is the Herring fishery. 

I am of opinion tliat some of the Oyster beds are not sufficiently dredged. For some j’ears 
past, a kind of moss comes on the shore to the north of the district, and is advancing 
southward m its progress ; it completely covers Oyster beds. If this moss were often 
dredged off the beds, the Oyster fisheries would be improved. 

The Lobsters and Crabs of this coast are of superior quality ; the only mode of takino- 
them is in twig Lobster baskets. I think they are in sufficient quantities to supply the 
means of profitable fishing ; yet the fishermen from this district often go to the Islands of 
Achil, Innisturk, and Clare, m search of Lobsters — {Mr. Charles MaeDonnell, of Clifden.) 

The entire line of coast abounds with different banks, upon which white fish of many 
kinds, such as Cod, Ling, Hake, Haddock, &c., are taken periodically, both by hand line's 
and spillards, (particularly near the Islands of Ai-ran, the Bay of Galway-, and the 
Island of Boffin, to the north-west,) and in the greatest quantities, during the spring season 
of tlie year. There are also Herrings taken within the Bay of Galway in harvest time, 
almost every year; but the principal fishery, and the one of most value, giving the greatest 
employment, is that for Herrings, which commences about Christmas, and which fish gene- 
rally fall in, in immense quantities, to some of the numerous bays upon the coast at one 

season, to Casheen Bay, Greatman’s Bay, and Costello; at other times, to Roundstone, 
and Birterbuy; and not unfrequently to the north of Slyne Head,— at Ballinakill, Kil- 
leries, and Boffin Island ; and some other yeai-s they are taken all along the coast, in at 
least twenty different bays, as far north as £illybegs. The Herrings are taken entirely by 
meshing nets — (Mr. James A. Morris, Clifden.) ' ‘ 

Trawling is not practised on this coast, (Killeries,) that I know of. 

The fishermen complain during the Herring fishery, of shooting nets before sun-set, and 
of having no pei-son attending the fishery to regulate it, and keep order among those en- 
gaged, and hear their complaints, on the spot, when they come to the harbour {Colonel 

Thompson.) 

There being but one trawl in this district, (Clifden,), it is not easy to ascertain the injury 
it may do. There can be no doubt, if trawling w'ere extensively practised, it would injure 
the sp^wn of flat fish : for I have remarked tliis spawn to be contained in a round trans- 
parent sack, the small end of which is attached to the sand; each of these sacks contains 
from seven to ten young fish, floating in a crystaline water ; it is then evident that the 
trawl must, in its progress, displace these sacks and destroy the fish. {Mr. MaeDonnell.) 

The practice of trawling has not been frequent. I have known a trawl to have been used 
occasionally m the Bay of Galway, by an ai-med cutter, and have counted seven hundred 
fish, ol at least ten different varieties, taken in one haul of two hours’ drag ; but tliis mode 
of fishing has not been followed, from a disinclination to come into collision with the Clad- 
dagh fishermen of Galway, whom it has been found impossible to conquer of many foolisli 
prejudices and superstitions. 

There is no in-shore pole trawling. 

_ With regard to the effect that the trawling might have within the bays, there ai-e con- 
flicting opinions ; but in the course of my experience and observation, I have found the 
most intelligent and experienced persons say, in which I concur, that the practice would 
rather improve and promote the Fisheries generally, were it only to procure bait for the 
hand line and spillard {Mr. Momis.) 

The boats and fishing gear are generally in bad order, the owners having no capital. When 
the fishing season commences, they have then to purchase all, or a great pai-t of their rojies 
and corks, on credit, until the fishing is over ; they are charged a most extravagant price. 
The most part of the fishery is carried on in open boats, from two to three tons burthen. 
Hookem are employed to cany the fish to Galway and Westport. 

_ A boat and nets complete, for Henings, cost £15 four pieces of net, each twenty- 
four to thirty fathoms long, and seven or eight score meshes deep, are usually in a boat. 

_ Tlie fishermen and their families make their ovra nets ; but sometimes they 'buy nets made 
m Galway, cheaper than they could make them. I do not know how this can be accounted 
for. Tlie_ price generally paid is 2d. or 3d. per lb. for spinning flax. The usual price paid 
for nets, eight score meshes deep, is 8d. to lOd. per fathom ; sometimes the charge is double. 
{Colonel Thompson.) 

The boats, such as they are, in general, are in very good order and condition, but are 
neither of size nor constniction to fish on this wild coast. An improvement has evidently 
taken place in the build and rig of fishing boats within the last five years, owing to pj-e- 
miums given for a boat race at Clifden. 

Nets have been constructed for Mackerel and Pollock, which have been most successful. 
(Mr. D'Arcy, of CHfden) 



Trawling and 
Modes of Fishing 
complained of. 



Boats and Gear. 
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There js a httle improvement in the boats, — from a desire in the o^vner 3 to siiroass^ 
each other at the regatta. In the fishing gear there is no change, except the sean, intro- 
duced by Mr. Matthias Bnrke at Claggan. . > 

The sail-boats are well adapted for the purpose they are intended— to convey fish to 
market ; the row-boats may be estimated to carry two tons. It would be desirable to Jiave 
hdiing vessels, from forty to eighty tons burthen, wherry rigged, on the fishing banks. 

well taken cai-e of, will last four seasons. If oak bark can be procured, the nets 
are boiled in the water ; if not, m tai- water. I would recommend, to precede either process, 
that the thread be boiled m an alkaline lye before it is doubled, in which state a suffi- 

same recommendation holds good for 
ail SOI ts ot lines or spillards. 1 he alkali dispels tlie oil out of the flax, or hemp— -which oil 
IS very injurious to the net or line, and helps to rot it, particularly when used in salt water. 

f IrlVt l\luC DOTITICU, J 

1 he gencn-al condition of the fishing vessels, boats, and fishing gear, ai-e extremely indif- 
ferent for the most part. ■' 

The best description of vessel and boat used, is by the Galway fishermen, whose boats, 
containing five men, average from five to ten tons, at a cost, including fishing tackle, exl 
ceedmg i50 : the row-boats, which are considerably the most numerous, cost, with nets 
about £15 to £18. I should say that a large description of decked boats, from thirty to 
forty tons, would answer for deep sea fishing; value from £360 to £500. These would 
answer other purposes. 

There is scarcely any net used except for Heirings, the cost of which, for each boat is 
about £10; the mesh is one inch for winter Herrings ; and much smaller for the haiwest 
being proportioned to the size of fish. In my opinion, nets of various kinds could be used 
to much advantage, for Mackerel, Pollock, &c.; for instance, last summer a small sail-boat 
two tons, and two men on board, killed one thousand Mackerel in the course of one day’ 
with hand lines ; were two boats, with five men in each, to have adequate nets, they inieht 
have loaded a small vessel. — {Mr. Morris.) “ 

Flax is used in this place, (Mannin Bay,) for nets and lines {Mr. Burtchael, C.G.O) 

Mackerel and herring ai-e used as bait here (Killeries) when to be had. Lug, sand-eel 
and mussels are plenty, although tlie latter ai-e not much used; there is no bait used but 

the local, which, as far as I can learn, is in sufScient quantities {Colonel Thompson}) 

Hie general bait for taking fish is lug, which is in abundance in most places ; when 
herrings are to be had, they are used in preference, for Cod and Ling; if there was a 
scarcity of bait it would be supplied by land worms, chicken’s flesh, or guts, or the lights of 
sundry beasts. I have used an artificial fly for taking Mackerel, or Coal fish, which answered 
well. There are no artificial beds of mussels on the coast that I am aware of; but there 

are quantities of natural mussels, large and small {Mr. MacDomell.) 

Mussels are in gi-eat plenty, but never used for bait.* {Mr. D’Arcy.) 

There are no regulations, nor are there any Inspectors of Fisheri^ who attend on this 
coast, which in my opinion ai-e much wanted, to keep regularity among the fishermen 
Trammels, or trawls, are not used by any of the fishermen ; but Mr. D’Arcy, of Clifden 
Castle, uses a trawl to supply his house with fish. I have been infoimied that the- 
Galway fishermen, who are a race in themselves, have frequent contentions with the fisher- 
men on this coast (Cunemara), and do much damage, as they fish with large hookers and 
ojten cut and caiTy away whole nets, and every tiling tliat comes in their way. These acts 
might be restrained, if there was an Inspector of Fisheries on the spot to talte notice of them 
a^nd bring them under the cognizance of the law. The parties injured are so busy during 
the fishery, that they cannot spare time to look for justice. There ai-e not any exclusive 
rights claimed to any fishery here, but the Salmon and Oyster fislieries, claimed to low 
watei- mark. The proprietors of land prevent persons from landing or hauling nets on 
their ireehold, without their permission — {Colonel Thompson.) ° 

Tile more free the fishery is left in the deep sea the better 

The setting of herring-nets, between sun-rise and sun-set, ought to be prevented. 

I think the appointment of three or four constables of the fishery, among the boatmen 
themselves, paid by a small tax on the boats in each district, would prevent contentions, 
provided the magistrates had sufficient jurisdiction to punish offenders, and to give costs to 
the constable, in case of Ins being obliged to leave the fishery upon reasonable occasion, such 
as outrage. I am not aware that any exclusive rights are claimed by the proprietors to the 
sea coast; but of cour.se the landing of sean nets on the freehold is an unalienable right, 
which would be claimed if of sufficient value. ° 

I think at present there is no power to restrain fishing contentions. The police are pro- 
hibited trom acting in fi.shery cases, and the cases of common assault are consequently very 
difficult to be got at. They are generally settled by a fight, at some future time, which 
brings the parties more effectually before the magistrate. The law for marking boats 
should bo rigorously enforced, and magistrates should have the power of fining the ownei-s 
or crew of uniiiarked boats, and the police should assist in enforcing this remilation A ge- 
neral power should be given to magistrates to decide fishery disputes ; in “fact they do at 

present, but cutting oi nets can hardly come legally within their power (Mr Blake 

Rcnvyle.) ^ ^ ' ’ 

I am not an advocate for any restrictions. Quarrels sometimes take place when herring- 
nets are loul. It the Coast Guard were employed, they would prevent them. The attend- 

See Evidence, Kenmare, County Kerry — Bait. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COUNTY GALWAY. 



95 



attce of the Coast Guard, wlieii the Herring fishery sets in, would be of great benefit in 
preventing the cutting of nets. — (ilfr. D'Arcy.) 

My opinion is that trawling is injurious, and should be prohibited in the spawning season, 
and in certain places. ° 

I know of no new regulation necessary, unless there were an insurance office opened 
for the purpose of insuring small boats; and then each boatowner should, if necessary, be 
compelled to pay for insurance, and also towards the support of small lights in the difterent 
harbours. In my opinion, the less legislation in matters of trade, manufactures, or aoricul- 
ture, the better. If a fishery officer be appointed, he should have full power vested fn him 
to settle all matters connected with the Fisheries, but subject to superior authority — 

{Mr. MacDonnell.) ■ •' 

There are no regulations existing as to modes and seasons, except by the colony already 
mentioned, at Galway ; and indeed it would be temerity in any poor persons residing upon 
the shores of the baj-, to attempt resisting their ordinances. Their system is decidedly 
injurious. 

V\hen the fishing sets in at the mouths of the ba^’S, such is the eagerness exhibited that 
little regard is paid to private rights of property ; I would say more particularly by the 
Galway or Claddagh fishermen, of whom it is notorious, that they not only cut away all 
nets that lie m their way, but actually, without the least repugnance, take fish and'^nets 
into their boats at daylight, and bear up for Galway with them. From the qualitj' of 
their boats, tliey generally remain over nets all night, while the smaller ones pull to shore. 

I have also observed them of late years to fish in the open day ; and last winter, contrary to 
all former habits, on the Sabbath day.* ^ 

As to magisterial interference along the line of coast, it is purely out of the question ; the 
magistrates are too few, live too remote, and could hardly be expected to attend a fisherv 
without remuneration. What I vvould recommend is, the appointment (under the control 
of two commissioners, with salaries,) of Inspectors Genei-al, armed with magisterial powers 
and having a small Admiralty cutter under their orders, to preserve the peace, and main- 
tain regularity at the great fislieries. I believe the like is practised in Scotland. I would 
recommend that these gentlemen be selected from among the most intelligent persons con- 
nected with the Scotch Herring fishery, and should be empowered to make and publish 
local regulations along the coast from time to time, and be at liberty to call in the aid of 
the Coast Guard, if required. I would recommend also the appointment of four principal 
Inspectors, similarly chosen, who should attend the Inspectors General, and reside resuec- 
tively m Dublin, Cork, Galway, and Killybegs. ^ 

My firm conviction is, that more good would arise from the above mode, at a very mo- 
derate expense, than the adoption of a Board like the last, with numerous officers ; (said 
officers neither knowing nor caring any thing about the Fisheries, and many of them half-pay 
military officers ;) or than the adoption of a system of bounties, than which nothing could 
have been more fallacious,— abounding, as it did, to my personal knowledge, in bribery 
perjury, and con-uption,— and by which all those persons who made a traffic of it, ai-e not 
one shilling the better. — {Mr. Morris.) 

The fish ai-e sent from the Killeries and Cunemai-a coast, to Westport and Galway, by water. Markets aud 
and on carts aud horses backs to all the inland towns and villages in the Counties of Mayo Curiivr 
and Galway. The direct roads from Clifden to Westport and Galway are now complete 
and m good repair. Galway is forty miles from Clifden, and Westport is thirty-two miles 
from It. A road of three Irish miles, from the Killeries to the main road, \vould brint^ 
that harbour within about twenty miles of Westport, and thirtj^-three of Galway. ® 

The Skerries wherries frequently come on this coast to fish, and purchase fisli^ which ai-e 
sold in a cured state, generally in the Dublin market. The local fishermen sell also to in- 
termediate dealers, who have small hookers for canying Herrings to Galway and West- 
port. A great many horses and carts are eniploved supplying the inland towns. 

IVo years ago, the take of Herrings was large at the Killeries; but in consequence of 
the badness of the roads leading to it, thej' sold as cheap as 4d. per hundred ; and for want 
of salt, much valuable fish were lost, and in some cases, fish were thrown on tlie manure 
heap ; but fish are never purchased in the country for manure, for as yet, the peoijle do not 
know the value of manure. ^ ^ 

In general, from the indolence of the fishermen, and from their being sometimes em- 
ployed m agricultural pursuits, the local market is not so well supplied as it should be, nor 
equally to the demand; but no Scotch or foreign fish are sold in Cunemara. 

Cod and Ling are sold at from 4d. to \s. each ; Herring.s, from 5s. to 1 5s. per thousand ; 
rurbot, from 10<?. to 2s. each; Pollock, Whiting, and Bream, at Id. to '2d. each. Salt 
fish sell as follows :— Cod and Ling, 8s. per dozen, half and half; Herrings, from £1 to 
£1 10s. per thousand; other fish, say Mackerel, Pollock, and Bream, from 3s. to 8s 
per hundred. 

Fish ai-e sometimes cured by the fishermen, but in general sold fresh to curers. The 
fishermen cure fish in a careless manner. Tliere are no curing-iiouses at present on the 
coast, except at Iloundstone. Some years ago, the merchants of Galway erected several 
stores in the Killeries, but they are now ail in ruins. Except by the Marquess of Sligo’s 
agent, who imports salt for the use of the fishermen of Boffin, and a few tons I provide for 
my tenantry, there is no salt, that I am aware of, got for the fishermen on this coast. 

Herrings are not barrelled ; they are salted in bulk, and sent to market in creels (baskets), 
or packed in boats, by which means the highest price is never obtained. 

■* See Evidence taken in Galway. 
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Markets, and The price of salt is generally £l 2s. to £l 10s. per ton, when purchased in quantity. 

When supplies are required, the price rises ; last season, the poor fishermen were charged 
Ss.^per cwt. for it at Ciifden {Colonel Thompson) 

'Die Heirings are usually sent either to Galway or Westport, in open boats, of about 
ten tons, there being no curing-houses on the coast, and often with much loss, difficulty, 
and danger of life. It is a carrying trade, for w hich 3s. per thousand, or £5 on the bulk, 
is paid to each boat for freight. Since good roads have been made into the country, a 
very considerable quantity has been conveyed into the interior fresh. ' 

1 he carrying ti’ade gives employment to a number of the large boats. Some fish are sold 
to intennediate dealers, and some fishei-men club a cai’go, in the hope of obtaining a higher 

I should say, upon an average, when there is a good season, that at least from £40,000 
to £50,000 is paid for fish on the coast from Galway to Killery Bay. 

Herrings luive frequently exceeded the demand, for want of salt, and have become da- 
maged, and been thrown out. No later than last year, so great was the abundance, that 
salt rose six hundred per cent. 

Herrings have been used for manure, not only unsalted, when salt could not be pro- 
cured, but also salted, from being imperfectly cured, owing to their being taken at a great 
distance i'rom market. They ai‘e frequently ten days without salt. 

rhere is generally a good supply of salted fish at Galway ; but when a scarcity exists, a 

cargo or tw'o of Scotch Herrings in a season may be imported — say 1200 ban-els and the 

like at Westport. 'Fhe supply of fresh fish never exceeds the local demand, nor is ever 
equal to it. 

1 he prices of Cod and Ling vary from IO 5 . to 20s. per dozen, according to the quantity at 
market; Herrings, from £1 do%vn to 5s. per thousand ; cured Cod and Ling are sold at 
about 12s. or 15s. per dozen. 

From superiority in curing Herrings in Scotland, they always exceed the Irish cured 
Flerrings, in price and demand. 

'1 here are no facilities for curing fish provided by land proprietors or other pei-sons, and 
the quality is deteriorated consequently. 

The small quantity of ground fish cured at Arran, Boffin, &c., has been always good, 
since the duty was t^enoff salt. As to Herrings, they never will be sufficiently cured for 
foreign markets, until curing-houses are established on the different parts of the coast, and 
the fish bai-relled, as in Scotland (Mr. Alorris.) 

Herrings ai-e usually conveyed by carts into the interior. Tlie roads of this district 
(Cimemara) are lately much improved; newroads are still, however, wanted, to enable the 
fisliermen to take their fish to market from tire harbours. Herrings have not been used 
within my memory for manure, but once or twice ; and then, from not getting salt in time, 
the fish became useless, and might have been used as manure. 

There are no cooperages in this place (Ciifden.) The fish are not barrelled, but piled in , 
salt in boats and vessels, and tlien sent to market. The abuses of the late bounty system 
prevented barrelling in this district when it was attempted, and would have succeeded. The 
Herrings cured in pile, ungutted, sell considerably under the Scotch, though ours are much 
larger and richer. — {Mr. D'Arcy.) 

Except when salt is scarce, as in last season, I have not known fish to exceed the demand. 
Fish' has not been used, to my knowledge, for manure in tliis district (Cunemara). When 
there is a scarcity of salt, the fishermen desist from fishing. 

The fish are dried on stones upon the shore, on walls, and on the thatch of the fisher- 
men’s houses, and sometimes within, in the smoke.* 

The greater pai-t of the fishermen along this coast are occasionally engaged in Lobster 
fishing. The Lobsters taken, ai-e sold to persons who carry them to the interior of the coun- 
try on horseback, and are often sent to Dublin by the mail coach from Galway, and West- 
poi't. I believe this is a profitable trade; I recollect clearing about £3 on one horse load, 
which I sent to Dublin per mail coach from Westport. Lobsters vary in price here (Ciifden) 
from 5 j. to 12^. a dozen. Crabs are not sold. — {Mr. MacDmnell.) 

Comlition of ilie 'Ihere is no difference in the morals and social circumstances of the fishermen andagri- 
I'ishcrmor). cultural labourers on this coast (Killeries); both pursuits are combined in the same person, 

for every man who has land is a fisherman, which causes him in a great measure to neglect 
both ; the double pursuits injure both avocations, and if they could be separated by 
building fishery villages for the fishermen, I think the Fisheries would be improved, and the 
condition of all parties much bettered ; and it is my opinion that fishermen may be employed 
on^this coast advantageously every day in the year, fishing or repairing fishing materials. 

Fhej-e is no difference between the houses of fishermen with land and those without it, 
in both cases they are generally very uncomfortable, or rather they are miserable. Most of the 
land in this county is in an tmcultivated state, except patches along the shores, and gener- 
ally let very low. _ When land is let for reclaiming, the rent is about 5s. an acre. Favour- 
ably situated cultivated land lets at from 1 2s. to 25s. an acre ; and the little let as con-acre, 
brings, with sea-weed, from £3 to £4 per acre. 

In some seasons, fishermen earn a good deal by fishing, but in other seasons, not being pro- 
vided with capital, when the Herring fishing commences, they are compelled to purchase on 
credit, and often before they are ready to attend the fishing, it is over. This causes great 
distress ; but it is the consequence of their not being regular fishermen, and always prepared 
when the fishing commences. — {Colonel Thompson.) 

* The fishermen in Scotland have small kilns attached to their homes, for drying fish. 
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Most of the fishermen on this coast are farmers, and a few are agricultural labourers. 
Tlie use ot ardent spirits does not prevail to an injurious extent. The fishermen not being 
wholly employed in fishing, in consequence of other pursuits, is most iniurious to the 
Fisheries — {Mr. B’Araj^ 

The islands on tliis coast (Cunemara) suffered in common, from famine, in 1819, 1822 
and 1830. 'ILe cause was, in my opinion, the change in the value of money The price 
of pork having fallen below a remunerating price, the people ceased to raise a surplus of 
potatoes tor the food of the pig, and therefore had notliing to fall back upon in a scarce 
season. ^ 

I am of omnioti, that every famine which has taken place in Ireland, can be proved to 

havetoJlowed some unnatural check on national or individual industiy; and that the con- 
traction ot the circulation in England, and the consequent fluctuation of the markets, will 
always be followed, at an interval of about two years, by a famine in the west of 
Ireland. 

llie fishermen are not wholly employed in fishing; they are chiefly engaged in agricul- 
ture ; but people ot all classes join more or less in tlie Herring fishery. A division of 
labour would be injurious to the fishermen, while our population is so much scattered, and 
the means of obtaining the necessaiies of life so easy. 

An industrious fisherman, paying in rent only one-fifth of the gross produce of his land, and 
fishing in his leisure hours, (for there is no occasion to work more than four months on 
the t^ms,) may get quite wealthy even on three or four acres of land. A mere fisherman 
could hai'dly exist. Con-acre rent is about double tliat of farms. 

Tlie widows of fishermen generally occupy the lands held by their husbands, and I have 
always found them the best tenants. I consider absolute destitution very rare indeed — 
{Mr. Blake.) ^ 

The islands of this coast ai-e sufficient to maintain the inhabitants, unless in seasons of 
famine, occasioned by storms, or some otlier cause. All the islands on the coast have 
been remarkable for being more severely visited with famine than the mainland, as 
they are more exposed to the westerly wind, which generally prevails on this coast; and 
when It blows with violence, unaccompanied with rain, in the month of August, it is sure to 
destroy the potato crop, by burning the stalks. Tliis wind is called, in the country, the red 
wind. When famine presses heavily, the islands and mainland receive relief from chari- 
table societies in England, and from the Government. 

Tliere is very little con-acre in this district (Clifden), and when it is let, a share of the 
crop IS required by the owner of the soil. When land is let manured, a lai-ger share of the 
crop IS demanded. If this plan were generally adopted through the kingdom, fields of 
potatoes would not be left to rot in the gi-ound, sooner than pay an exorbitant rent; and it 
would prevent law proceedings for the recovery of con-acre rent. 

o 1825, each row-boat, on an average, cleared £10; at that time, at 

least 2,000 row-boats were fishing. The take of fish has since fluctuated very much, until 
last season, which was rather good, some row-boats having taken from £30 to £45 worth of 
Herrings, although Herrings sold cheap.— (ilfr. MacDomell) 

^ The Islands of Arran, about thirty miles in circumference, are the property of the 
Digby family: population, about 3,000; diminished, within the last three years, 500, by 
emigration to the United States of America. The Arran emigrants are employed in 
fishing between New York and Boston, where they obtain a comfortable livelihood; and 
many others would have gone there this year, but were disappointed in a vessel to take tliem 
out in factj the passage money had been paid to a person in Boston, by their friends and 
relations. Now, in my opinion, were employment afforded at home, by the establish- 
ment of a Company, they need not to have gone abroad. The rental exceeds £2,000 
a year, which is considered high, and several tenants ai-e in airear : the rent of each is 
from £2 to £6. Some have short leases, and others are tenants at will. Tliey maintain 
themselves partly by fishing, and partly by agiiculture. Distress has been felt in Arran 
occasionallj-, as well as in Cunemara, by blight of potato crop, particularly in 1822 ; and 

relief has been afforded by the proprietor. Government, and private subscriptions. ( Mr 

Morris.) c \ 

. district (Clifden,) are engaged in agricultural pursuits, which I 
^mk injurious to the Fisheries and to ^riculture. If they could be separated, it would be 
desirable, and beneficial to both pursuits ; but I think it will take a very long time to ac- 
complish it. If the fishermen were congregated into villages, and separated from fai-ming 
pursuits, and the farmer to employ himself in tillage instead of fishing, it would benefit both 
jiarties — {Capt. Andrews^ 

All the male inhabitants of Claggan are more or less fishermen. They ai-e destitute of 
every convenience ; they live in tlie most wretched hovels that can be described; they are 
yearly tenants, generally holding land under freeholders, who are tliemselves miserably 
poor. I know of no con-acres let here. The condition of the fishermen is so wretched, 
that any change must benefit them. 'Fhe aged are supported bv their neighbours, and 
the widows by begging, — {Lieut. Warren, R.N., C.G.O.) 

Ihe most of the fishermen of Manuin Bay have small farms for potatoes, com, and the 
pass of a cow. I do not know that it has any effect on tlie Fisheries. Those who have 
land are best off; without it, they would be hard set to support themselves. When not 
employed in fishing, tliey go as agricultural labourers, at Qd. or M. a day. 

Stubble land, without manure, is let for £2 an acre; the average rent of farms is about 
£1 IOj. per acre. If tlie fishermen were congregated in towns, and schools established 
tor education, and instruction in modes of net-making, &c., their condition would im- 
prove.— (J!fr. ^urtcAce/, C.G.O.) ■ N 
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Boats iunl Nets. 



Loans. 

Sait. 



A loan fund has been lately established at Clifden, but on so small a scale, as to be of 
little use. - -r, , 

1 do not perceive any good effect from the loan fund of the late Fishery Board ; but the 
Fisheries failed at that period, and there was also a failure in the crops along the coast. At 
the time of the late fishery loan, fishermen were charged usuriously, as they could not 
obtain bail or security, unless through the persons who had fisherj- materials for sale ; and 
for giving security these persons charged tlieir own prices — {Mr. D’Arc^.) 

I'lie assistance from the late Fishery Bear'd rather injured than benefited the borrowers 
in this district (Renvyle),' as it was followed by bad seasons, and the demand for re-pay- 
ment came upon them when greatly distressed. Its failure could not be ascribed to the 
imprudence of the borrowers. The condition of the people can never be permanently im- 
jn-oved by temporary assistance or legislative interference. Steady markets alone stimulate 
industry, and aftbrd employment. 

I am of opinion the Agricultural and Commercial Bank will do all that is necessary in 
future as to loans ; and that the assistance of Government should be confined to piers, har- 
bours, and roads, including bj'e-paths to fishing creeks — ( Mr. Blake) 

No doubt the loan fund of the late Fishery Board rendered service, but not of that per- 
manent nature as would be desired. In many instances, it was used in dischai'ging debts 
to shopkeepers, buying clothes, and other things, and not by any means for the Fisheries or 
tlicir improvement. — (Jkfr. MacDonnell.) 

I know of no loan fund or savings bank on this coast (Claggan); the fishermen are too 
poor to have money in savings banks. 

I do not know the effect the loans of the late Fishery Board produced, but I think a 
loan to fishermen on this part of the coast would be entirely lost. At present, the fisher- 
men cannot obtain credit on any terms — {Lieut. Warren.) 

I do not consider, on the whole, that' the loan fund has been productive of any good 
effect. I know it gave rise to a system of raising the wind, in order to pay up rents to 
landlords, in which cases the loans were recovered at an expense greater than the amount 
lent— for Inspectors, travelling chai'ges, &c — and a great number have not been recovered 
at all. Moreover, when an order was given to a shopkeeper, who notoriously had an 
understanding with the Inspector, it was partly paid in cash, partly in goods of an inferior 
description, and at an enormous price, and very often not a shilling’s worth for boats or 
nets. — {Mr. Moiris.) 



Roundstone, February 29, 1836. 

Examining Commissioner — John Jagoe, Esq. 

Phksekt Colonel Thompson; the Rev. Mr. Browne, Rector; the Rev. Mr. Curran, P.P.; 

Lieutenant Hunter, R.N., Coast Guard ; and Mr. Nimmo. 

Samuel Carnele stated, that on the night of the 26th instant, James Spreens hauled his 
nets, brought them on shore, and carried away all the Herrings that were in the meshes ; 
and tliat the nets have been cut since, but is not certain by whom ; many persons could make 
similar complaints, there is so great irregularity in fishing. The depredations, generally 
speaking, ai-e attributed to the Claddagh men, who come in great numbers, in large sail- 
boats ; and whenever it blows too hard for the small boats of the coast to go out, they do 
as they please with the nets, as the coast fishermen are in the habit of shooting their nets 
and returning on shore, and the following morning they are generally hauled. 'Oiere is no 
respect paid to the Sabbath ; nets are shot on that day as well as any other; and from sun- 
rise to sun-set, as well as after. 

Jolm Leydon stated that he has lived for a long time at Roundstone. There was no 
Herring fishing from 1827 to 1833. Formerly, the fishing was close to the land; had fisli- 
iim been as far to sea then as now, there might not have been the failures which have been 
experienced. 

'File bay fishing generally continues but a few days ; and when it ended formerly in the 
bays, the fishery was considered over. At present, tlie fish are followed to sea, and the 
fishery has continued successful. Tliere is very little doubt but that there would be agood 
iiarvest fishery here. Herrings ai-e never looked after until winter. 

Tire practice of cutting nets, and stealing buoys and oars, is charged against the Clad- 
dagh men ; but many in this part of the country are as badly inclined. 

John King, of Roundstone, stated that the boats used are generally of three tons. Each 
boat is supplied with four flax nets, six score meshes deep; but there never is a second 
.set of nets to supply either loss or wear. 

Tlie cost of spinning flax is 3d. per ib., and for netting each piece of twenty-four fathoms, 
the cost is 6s. Hemp nets have never been used. 

The introduction of large boats would greatly improve the fishery ; at present, the small 
boats cannot go to sea where the fish are, and the large ones come in every night laden. 

Every season, even in last May, large quantities of Herrings were seen on the coast. 

A loan of fishing materials would greatly benefit the Fisheries. Tlie amount could be 
repaid, without injuring the exertions of tliose who received it, in three years. 

There has been a great want of salt. This season, it was sold as high as £10 per ton ; 
in one day, it advanced from £3 to £7. The price of fish therefore fell as low as 4«. 6d. 
per thousand. Many boats remained on shore, in consequence of the want of salt. 
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Lieutenant Hunter, R.N., stated, that if there were a sufficient supply of salt, it would 
greatly increase the Fisheries. 

A school of industry to empio;y children in making nets, would be of great service. 

Richard Barrett stated, that in the bays, and off the coast, he has seen fish in large 
quantities during dark nights. 

Mr. Doran stated, that shooting nets in the day-time, as well as leaving them shot at 
mght and returning to shore, are practices very injurious to the fishery. 

Lieutemmt Hunter, R.N., stated, that when the Ciaddagh men come, they shoot their 
nets immediately, cai-eless whether it is day or night, and shoot on Sunday as well as any 
other day. •' •' 

There is no regularity in fishing, and riots frequently occur. 

The fishery can never be regulated, unless there is a vessel present, • sufficiently manned, 
under tlie orders of a person competent to decide fishery disputes. 

James Barrett stated, that if fishing by day. were prevented, it would be of great advan- 
tage to tlie fisheries. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

From Sli/ne Head to the Islands of Arran. 

The fish principally taken on this coast are Cod, Ling, Pollock, Gurnet, Mackerel, 
Bream, lurbot, and Herrings. Cod, Ling, Whiting, and Turbot, are taken from De- 
cember to March; Gurnet, Mackerel, Bream, and Pollock, in May, June, July, and 
August ; Herrings, from September to November, and from January to Mai'ch. The 
modes of fishing are with long lines and hand lines, and with nets for Herrings. The Her- 
ring fisheries give most employment — (Mr. Hooper, C.G.O., Kilkerran.) 

Sunfish are sought for in May, but this fishery has been declining for a few years. 

Herrings ai'e always on some pai't of this coast, say from Westport to Galway. 

There ai'e natural Oyster banks in Birterbui Bay ; some are four miles in circuit ; they 
are not open to the public ; they are claimed as private property by the landlord, and ex- 
tend beyond low water mark. 

Oysters are taken from March to November, or at any period the proprietor may think 
prudent. Some are picked off the banks at low water ; di’edging is the mode of taking them 
in deep water. About ten boats, fifty men, ancL some women, ai'e employed on each 
bank. The Oysters are of good quality. The local price is Is. the hundred. The County 
of Clare is the principal market — (Mr. John Stephen Kin^, Boundstone.) 

The average value of the Oysters taken in the season, is about £500.— (Mr. John Nim- 
mo, Boundstone^ 

Some pai'ts of the banks are dry at low water; other parts are suri’ounded with three 
fathoms water. 

Phe period of fishing for the Oysters, is fixed by Mr. Martin, the proprietor of the land on 
the coast. — (Lieut. Hunter, B.N, C. G. 0. Innislalten.') 

Lobsters and Crabs of superior quality ai-e abundant. They are taken with basket-pots, 
from May to November, and are sent to Galway and Dublin. The local price of Lobsters 
is from 5s. to 65. a dozen. About two hundred boats, with four men in each, are employed 
in the Lobster fishery on this coast, say from Slyne Head to Golden Head._(M?-. Kinff.) 

Ihe Lobster Fishery might be vei-y profitable, with a little encouragement; but without 
that nothing can be done (Lieut. Hunter.) 

The fishermen of the Islands of Ai'ran, are engaged in tlie Herring, Cod, and Ling fish- 
eries, from January to the middle of March; in spillard fishing to the latter part of June ; 
and m taking black Pollock, Cod and Ling, with hand lines, on the great western bank, 
from the 1st of July to the latter part of August. The Cod and Ling fisheries give them 
most employment. 

Lobsters are abundant and veiy good at Arran; but Crabs are not good. The Lobstei-s 
^e taken in wicker-pots, and sent to Galway market. From ten to twenty Cunemara 
boats ai-e occasionally engaged in the Arran Lobster fishery ; and about twenty local boats 
m-e employed in it, when there is a chance of a boat for Galway.— (Mr. i:. N. D’ Alton, 
C. G. 0., Isles of Arran.) 

T. rawling has not been practised on this coast. It is thought to be destructive of spawn 

(Mr. Kmp.) ^ 

The opposition to trawling is from prejudice, not from practical knowledge of its ef- 
(ects._(M-. Nirmno.) » i J ’ t' 6 

Trawling might be practised on this coast with profit (Lieut. Hunter.) 

It is prohibited on this pai-t of the coast (Casleh Bay) by the Ciaddagh fishermen (Mr. 

John Williams, C. G. O., Casleh Bay.) 

Shooting nets in the day-time, and fishing on the Sabbath, are practised on this coast, of 
which fisheimen complain. — (Mr. King.) 

Some of the sail-boats in Innislaken district, (from Slyne Head to Mace Head,) are 
good, but the greater part are in bad condition ; and the row-boats are very bad, which has 
been the cause of much loss of lives. Tlie sailing boats are about from six to twelve tons, 
with a very small deck, forwai'd: they cost from £40 to £70. Tlie row-boats are four 
tons, and cost about £6. The most desirable fishing craft would be sail-boats of ten tons, 
with a small deck, forward, which would cost about £50. 

N 2 
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Poats aiui Gear. Fiax is used in making the nets, in place of hemp. Each man’s share is in three pieces, 
of twelve fathoms each ; and each share, with ropes, &c., costs about £2 10s. or £3. Tlte 
nets are made by the fishermen’s families, and seldom last longer than three years, for want 

of being tarred or barked {Lieut. Hunter.') 

The boats and nets in Kilkerran district, (from Spit Island to Great Man’s Bay,j ai'e ge- 
nerally out of repair, owing to the poverty of the people. Hookers are used, of from five 
to twelve tons, fitted with mainsail, foresail, and jib, and cost from £30 to £70. The row- 
boats cost about £7. In each hooker, there are six men, each having three nets, of twelve 
fathoms long, by two anda half in depth, making in all two hundred and sixteen fathoms in 
length; and these nets cost about £30, and are made and repaired in the fishermen’s families. 
(Mr. Hooper.) 

I he boats and fishing gear in Casleh district, (from Ring Point to Spiddle,) are in bad 
condition. The sail-boats cost from £25 to £60, and the row-boats from £6 to £8. The 
length of herring-nets for each boat, is about one hundred and eighty fathoms ; and the 

depth five yards and a half ; and they are made and repaired by the families of fishermen 

{Mr. Williams.) 

The boats of the Arran fishermen are in good order, with few exceptions, but their fish- 
ing gear is very indifferent. Hookers, row-boats, and canoes (curraghs,) are used. The 
hookers, of ten tons, cost £55, and those of six tons, cost £35 ; the row-boats cost £6, and 
the canoes £3. Boats of twelve tons, hooker-rigged, would be desirable: dimensions, 

twenty-one feet in keel — ^nine feet four inches in beam — length aloft, thirty-one feet timbers, 

six by three one-half inches — and in depth, six feet three inches. One of these would cost 
£60, and would be suited for the western bank fisheries. 

Herring-nets are the only nets used by the Arj-an fishermen ; in length, one hundred and 
twenty fathoms, and in depth, three one-half fathoms, with inch-meshes. Each net, includ- 
ing ropes and corks, costs £9; and a set of spillards (six) costs £6. The nets are barked, 
and under ordinary circumstances, last for four years. They are made by the fishermen’s 
families {Mr. D’ Alton.) 

Bail. ^ Bug, sprat, eel, mackerel, and fresh herrings, are the baits generally used on this coast.^ — 

Sand-eels, lug, and mussels, are in great abundance, in Birterbui Bay {Lieut. Hunter.) 

Flerrings, when they can be procured, are the general bait of Arran fishermen ; and 

lug, when herrings are not to be had, are extensively used, particularly for Ling {Mr. 

D' Alton) 

Regulations. I would recommend, from my own local knowledge, that all nets should be shot at sun-set, 

and be raised before sun-rise, under a penalty of 50.?. ; and that two hookem be employed 
to cruise on the coast during the Herring fisheries, to enforce the observance of this rule, 
arid maintain order among tlie boats, as well as to aid boats in distress, and prevent the loss 
ot lives and property. Hookers would be more useful than larger vessels ; and they shook! 
have six armed men in each, and be provided with lights, to guide the boats at night. It 
siiould be also the duty of the hookers to prevent nets from being shot in such a way as to 
injure the nets of other fishermen; also to save nets from plunder, and to prevent fifeliing 
on Sunday. — {Mr. King.) 

'I'he general opinion here is, that there should be a superintending authority to preserve 
order, prevent thefts, and enforce the observance of regulations as to nets. I have heard of 
several cases in which the Galway fishermen were accused of cutting and carrying awav 
nets, belonging to this coast — {'Lieut. Hunter.) 

The fishing boats should be marked and numbered. — {Mr. Hooper., and Mr. Williams.) 
The fishermen of Arran complain of the practice of keeping herring-nets shot in the 
day-time. Tliey also complain that the Galway fishermen are in the habit of taking away 
their nets and fish, and ill treating them when they have complained of the wrong suffered. 
An armed force, to protect the fishermen, should be placed, under the direction of a ma- 
gistrate, at the large island of Arran {Mr. D’ Alton.) 

.Markets iimf Galway and Westport are the principal markets to which fish are sent from Birterbui 

^ Bay ; dealers carry the fish to these towns, and through the country, on horses. The roads 

are passable. 

'1 he sales of Herrings from the boats, in Roundstone harbour, (the principal place of re- 
sort,) amount to about five hundred pounds a day, for two months ; from tlie beginning of 
Jiimiary to March. 

The supply never exceeds the demand; but sometimes the fish must be sold at very re- 
duced prices, for want of means of curing. 

The highest price of Herrings, at Roundstone, is £l the thousand, of eleven long hun- 
dreds ; and the lowest price is 5^. for the same quantity. Cod and Ling are usually sold for 
6.?. the dozen. 

There are caring establishments here. The Herrings are all cured in pile, or bulk, un- 
gutted. 

The average price of salt is £2 per ton. llie supplies are insufficient : they are obtained 
from Liverpool {Mr. King.) 

Turbot, of from I4ibs. to 20fts. are sold at from 8d. to 1 j. each. Herrings, Gurnet, 

and Bream, are the only fish cured in Roundstone; Herrings principally. {Lieut. Hunter.) 

^ The fish taken with lines in Kilkerran district, (Great Man’s Bay, Cossheen Bay, and 
Kilkerran Ba}’,) are sent to Galway market, in boats ; but Herrings are sold on the shore to 
de alers. 

Tile supply of Herrings has here exceeded the demand, frequently, from want of means 
of cm-ing ; and they have been used for manure ; but at times the supply of fish is not 
equal to the demand. Salt is £l 5s. per ton. — {Mr. Hooper.) 
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In Casleh Bay district, the fish are sold to dealers, and taken principally to Galway. For 
the last five years, the quantity taken has not exceeded the demand. — {Mr. Williams.) 

The Arran fishermen send the principal part of tlieir fish in boats to Galway, which is 
thirty miles distant. They cure a portion of the fish, and a part is sold at home. Salt is 
sold in Arran for about 2s. per cwt., and the supplies are sufficient. — {Mr. D’ Alton.) 

The persons here who fish, (Innislaken district,) are not regular fishermen, yet look to Condition of tiie 
fishing for every thing ; and should that fail, the landlords would find it difficult to get rents. Fishermen. 

These fishermen are in a poor and wretched state ; no one takes any interest in their con- 
dition ; all is right if the rents be paid. I do not think men can be in a more wretched 
state : but they all have land. The dwellings are miserable. No trades are followed ; and 
I am sorry to say, the use of ardent spirits prevails to a very great extent; often occasion- 
ing loss of life. 

Con-acre rent is about £2 an acre. The land generally is let at so much for a plot or piece. 

I have known a fisherman to earn for his siiare, in the Herring fishery, from £5 to £6 ; 
others earned more. Atpresent the earnings of a thrifty fisherman would not support liis family 
comfortably ; but were the Fisheries properly promoted, a sufficiency could be earned. 

Many persons here have now got sail-boats, who had not any kind of boat before the 
Herrings were found to be on this coast in 1832. 

Widows and childi’en are supported by their relations. 

Innislaken Island, which is one mile and a half in circuit, contains a population of 190 or 
200 ; the whole looking to fishing for support. The ground is only used for potatoes, and 
the rent is about £80. Iniiisnee, about six or seven miles in circuit, contains a population 
of notinore than 400, also dependent on fishing : the greater part of the Island is bog ; but 
very little of it is arable ; and the rent is about £200 a yeai\ The whole produce of these 
islands is not sufficient to maintain a third of the inhabitants ; and the soil is not worth more 
than half the rent charged. In 1830, and 1831, there was a great deal of distress in both 
islands, occasioned by failures of the crops ; and the relief was from England, in oatmeal, &c. 

In July 1835, Innislaken obtained a little relief from the Western Committee, owing to a 
failure in potatoes, and a change of the landlord, distressing the people for arrears of rent. 

— {Lieut. Hunteri) 

The fishermen here, (Roundstone,) all have land ; and the combination of pursuits is 
injurious ; the men are bad fishers and bad husbandmen. Famines in the neighbouring is- 
lands have occurred often, and the relief obtained was from British charity {Mr. Nimmo.) 

Tlie fishermen of Birterbui Bay, being ail landholders, are bad fishermen, and bad 
farmers. They are only occupied in fishing about three months, and they might be em- 
ployed throughout the year, weather permitting. They all live in miserable cabins. Po- 
tato-ground is let at about £4 an acre, witii manure on the shore ; or a quai'ter of the ci-op 
is taken in lieu of money rent. Tiie row-boats earn about £30 each, in the Herring fishery. 

In the islands near this part of the coast, there have been famines, which were occasioned 
by failure of the potato crop; and the inhabitants in want were then supported by charity 
subscriptions from England, and not by the land proprietors. — {Mr. Kingi) 

The persons on this part of the coast, (Kilkerran district,) who fish, afe generally laud- 
holders; there are no regular fishermen. 

There have been famines here, as, in consequence of the poorness of the ground, potatoes 
often fail. The relief was obtained from the London Committee ; and by private loans at 
a charge of £60 or £80 per cent {Mr. Hooper.) 

In Casleh Bay district, there are not any persons dependent solely on fishing for subsis- 
tence. All who fish hold land. Whiskey is used by them occasionally to excess. The earn- 
ings of a good fisherman of prudent habits, here, would be sufficient to support a family. 

'Die famines here have been caused by blights of the crops, from heavy west winds, 
there being no shelter. Relief was obtained from England {Mr. Williams.') 

In the Isles of Arran, the fishermen are not always employed in fishing. They commence 
fishing for Herrings in January or February ; and when this fishing ends, they enter on the 
other fisheries of the coast, .and continue taking fish until September ; if they possessed 
sufficient energy, they might do more. When not fishing, they are eitlier idle, or engaged 
in potato tillage, &c. They have not means of procuring much ardent spirits. 

The extent of the large island of Arran is ten miles in length, and about two in breadth ; 
the middle island is three miles by two ; and the south island is about half as large as the 
middle. The population of the three islands is about 3300. The surface is rocky, and the 
soil shallow. 'Flie Rev. John Digby of Landenstowu, County Kildare, is the proprietor. 

The land is let by the cartern, hdf caitern, and fourth : the present annual rent of a car- 
lern is £18 Irish : and the people are tenants at will. 

Potatoes and some rye are the only tillage produce of those islands. The quantity ob- 
tained from the soil is equal to the maintenance of the population, but not to the rental.* 

Famines have occurred, but not frequently. I should suppose the cause to be drought, 
the soil being very light and sandy. Of my own knowledge, in 1831, a cargo of potatoes, 
purchased by the landlord, was distributed, gratis, among the distressed, with a quantity of 
oatmeal sent by benevolent Englishmen. — (ikf?-. D' Alton.) 

There are neither loan funds nor other sources to aid the fishermen on this part of the coast. Loan Funds, &c. 
Tlie late Fishery loan fund was of great use; by enabling the fishermen to procure boats 
and gear, and to keep them in repair. Since its extinction, much difficulty has been ex- 
perienced in obtaining materials requisite in the fisheries; but fewpersons get credit, and the 
credit prices are very Ingh ; boats, therefore have become unfit lor use, which if repairedj 
would save many families from want. — {Mr. King.) 

* The rental is about £2000. — See page 97. 
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Loan Funds are much wanted on the coast. A bounty would not benefit the poor, but 
those who have money, and purchase the fish ; whereas loan funds would assist those per- 
sons, and also enable the poor fishermen to procure boats and nets. The season for winter 
Herrings has now commenced, (January, 1836,) and more than half the people here, who 
are usually employed in fishing, have not yet got nets. 

Materi^s required for repairs, or other purposes, are charged with a third, and some- 
times as much as a half more than the fii-st cost ; and credit is not given {Lieut. Hunter^ 

In Kilkeiran district, gi-eat difficulty is experienced in obtaining materials for boats and 
gear : the people pay considerably for credit {Mr. Hooper.) 

In the Isles of An-an, some fishermen were benefited by the loan fund of the late Fishery 
Board, and some were not. Litigation, 'in compelling some of the borrowers to repay, 
did injury. There is great difficulty in obtaining materials for boats and gear, as the fisher- 
men do not get credit {Mr. D' Alton.) 



Barna, in Galway Bay, February, 27, 1836. 

Examining Commissioner — William Stanley, Esq. 

Present — Lieutenant James Kemt, R.N., Officer of the Coast Guard; Henry Buck, E.sq., Civil 
Engineer; William Kelly, Esq. of Barna; and several Fishermen. 

Nearly all the fishermen of Barna, are continuously employed in fishing. They have no 
other means of living. They conform to the rules of Claddagh, for the harvest Herring 
fishery ; and they make their sales in Galway. 

A few of the fishermen have land ; and these go out to fish, only occasionally. All the 
others have cabins in the village, with small gardens, for each of which a rent of lOj. Qd. a 
year is paid; and their landlord, (Mr. Lynch, M. P. for Galway,) is now putting the ca- 
bins in a state of thorough repair, and re-building some, without charging additional rent. 

There are belonging to Baraa, twenty-one sail-boats, under nine tons burthen ; and sixteen 
of these are always employed in fishing ; the others but occasionally. 

Nets are only used in the Herring fishery ; and these are all of flax, never barked. 

The same nets are used for both winter and haiwest Herrings ; although the meshes fit 
for the former, are too large for the latter,— the Herrings which appeal- in harvest, being 
much smaller than the winter Herrings. 

The nets are without buoys, except the corks requisite for keeping them extended in the 
water. They ai-e let down by ropes, attached to the boats, instead of buoys ; and when 
some of the meshes are filled with fish, tire nets sink from their perpendicular position, the 
corks for keeping the nets extended being then no longer sufficient to sustain them, and no 
more fish can be meshed. Were buoys affixed to the ropes, by which the nets are let down, 
this could not happen. Buoys are used by the Claddagh fishennen. 

In the other fisheries, the Barna men use the same kind of gear as the Claddagh fishers. 

Mr. Buck considers the pier at Barna to be well placed for sheltering the fishermen’s 
harbour ; but that, as the harbour is dry when the tide ebbs, a new pier, extending to the 
deep water, would be of much importance to the fisheries, and to local trade. 

A large portion of the original pier was washed away ; but, in 1832, the damage was re- 
paired to a considerable extent, by an outlay of £70, given from the subscription of the 
Coast Guard for the relief of the poor in that year. The local Guard superintended the 
works, and none but the poor requiring subsistence were employed. For the sum allocated, 
the pier, to its present extent, was in great part re-built, and covered throughout with 
a tier of large stones ; but nearly fifty yards of the old’pier having been carried away to 
low water mark, this portion remains to be rebuilt, and a pole at tlie extremity mai-ks now 
the entrance to the harbour. Towards the re-building of it, there is in the hands of a gen- 
tleman in Galway a sum of £20, part of a charity fund. 

Mr. Buck recommends the erection of a parapet, to protect the pier, and also a lanthoru 
at the pier end, to guide the boats at night, which would be very useful to the local Coast 
Guard. 

Mr. Kelly stated that this pier, and others in the bay, have been of gi-eat importance to 
all classes of persons on both shores, as they facilitated the obtaining of supplies of fuel and 
manure, and the transmission of corn to the principal market.* 

Tliree boats of turf, from Cunemara, can now be had at one of these piers for £2 ; and 
this quantity is amply sufficient to supply a small house for a year. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 
Barna, in Galway Bay. 

The wintej- Herring fishery commences here about January ; it is succeeded by line fish- 
ing m March, which continues until September, when the harvest fishery begins, and this 
employs the fishermen until November. 

• See Evidence taken in Galway, as to the pier at Durass. 
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There we not any Oyster beds on this part of the coast. Lobsters are scarce, but of 
good quality. Tliereare not any Scallops. 

Ti-awling is not allowed in Galway Bay, in consequence of aprevailing notion among the 
fislierrnen, that it destroys the spawn. Flat fish ai-e caught in large quantities by the long 
line spillard fishing. 

The boats and gear are in a very indifferent state. The boats belong to fishermen 
employed in them. Sail-boats cost from £30 to £50 each ; and the row-boats from £7 to 
£10. Both are considered to be well adapted for the fisheries of this coast. In Novem- 
ber last, owing to the unprotected state of the harbour, the Barna fishermen were obliged to 
scuttle their boats during a heavy gale from the southwai-d. 

The herring-nets have one and a quarter inch meshes, are each from twenty-eight to 
thirty fathoms long, and two and a-half fathoms deep. Nets are only used here for taking 
Hen-ings. The nets and other fishing gear are made and repaired by tlie fishermen’s families. 
The nets are not barked or otherwise preserved, and last only two years. 

Herrings, sprats, and lug-worms ai-e used for bait. The lug are purchased, or col- 
lected by the fishermen. 

The only local regulations among the fisheraien are those which fix the periods for fish- 
ing, and the size of the meshes in herring-nets. Inch-and-quarter meshes are appointed 
for the winter fishery, and inch meshes for the harvest fishery. 

A small vessel of war in Galway Bay would be of great service in preserving order among 
tile fishermen, and enforcing proper legal regulations. 

Galway is the principal market of the fishermen. Their families convey the fish to it on 
hired cars, and in baskets on asses. 

Tlie quantity of fish taken never exceeds the demand. Tlie highest price of Turbot is 
16s., the lowest lOd.; the highest price of Cod 2s., the lowest 8d. ; the highest price of 
Herrings, £1 1 Os. for a thousand (eleven long hundreds), the lowest 5s. ; the highest price of 
Mackerel, lOs. the long hundred, the lowest 3s. 

Fish are not cured on the coast in this district (Barna to Spiddle.) 

The fishermen are employed in fishing during ten months of the year ; when not fishing, 
they are employed at their boats or gear-, with their families assisting them. Tliey do not 
hold laud. 

They are temperate in their habits, the use of ai-dent spirits not prevailing to an injurious 
extent ; but their circumstances ai'e not so good as those of working tradesmen. 

Potato-ground, ploughed and unmanured, is let at £l per con-acre piece, of which there 
are six and a-half in the Irish acre ; and this ground is held in farms from middlemen, at 
£2 a year per Irish acre. 

The widows and children of fishermen who have not had shares in boats, are supported 
by their neighbours. Seven families are now so supported ; and five families, where fishermen 
have been disabled, are supported by shares. 

Eight persons have become whole owners of boats during the last five years ; there are 
eighteen whole owners of fishing hookers. 

There are not any funds to aid the fishermen here. The loan fund of the late Fishery 
Board was considered to be of tlie greatest service, by enabling the fishermen to build boats, 
and keep them in order. 

I have heard fishermen say, that if they had a little money at times, for their boats and 
gear, they would be able to repay it in a few months. Since the extinction of the late 
Fishery loan fund, some have had much difficulty in obtaining the requisite materials ; and 
othej-s have obtsihied them on credit, by submitting to great extortion. — (Lieut. James Kemp, 
H.N., C.G.O.) 



Galway, March 1, 1836. 

Examining Commissioner — William Stanley, Esq. 

Witnesses — Edmund Blake, Esq., Mayor of Galway; the Rev. L. O’Donnell, R. C. Vicar 
General; the Rev. Messrs. Patrick PIughes and Patrick F.ahy, R. C. Clergj’uien; 
Captain Wynn, R.N., Inspecting Commander of tlie Coast Guard ; Patrick Lynch, Esq., 
of Galway and Durass ; John Redington, Esq., Manager of the Agricultural and Com- 
mercial Bank, Galway ; Randle P. M.acDonnell, Esq., Civil Engineer ; William Kelly, 
Esq., of Barna ; Mr. Thomas PIalloran, Sliipchandler and Fishcurer, Galway ; Mr. John 
Dow, formerly a Fishcurer in Greenock, and late Manager of the Curing Establishment of 
Mr. N.athan Maclaciilan, of Galway ; and John Quinn, Peter Magkath, John 
Belton, Thomas Connellan, Thomas Comyn, Denis King, and several others, Fisher- 
men of Claddagli, in Galway. 

'Fhere are two Herring fisheries in the year: one in winter, and tlie other during harvest 
time. 

The winter HeiTings have this year been brought into Galway from the cotat of Cune- 
mara, Kilkerran Bay, Ard Bay, and along fai’ther, towards Slyne Head. The nearest 
place to Galway, at which they appeared in large shoals, is forty miles from the town — about 
seven hours’ sail in favourable weather. 

The harvest Flerrings alwtiys enter the Bay in shoals, and approacli the Inlets between 
Galway town and the Clare Coast. They are principally taken on the south side of the 
Bay. 

'Idle winter Herrings never appear south of the Bay. 
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The harvest Herrings appear on the west coast of Clare, but not in such shoals as appear 

on^the north coast of it, within Galway Bay f Mr. Halloran.) 

Die winter Herrings seem to be of the same species as the Caithness Herrings ; they are 
similar in every respect, and it is supposed that they spawn twice a year — in Summer on the 
coast of Scotland, and in winter on the coast of Ireland. 

The harvest Herrings are superior to those of winter, and equal to the best loch Herrings 
of Scotland. — {Mr. Doiu.') ® 

Theha.rvest fishery commences in September, and continues till about Christmas. 

The winter fishery succeeds it, but was later in the present year than heretofore. All 
previous winter fisheries followed immediately after the harvest fishery. 

The harvest fishery is always in the bay ; but the winter Herrings have not been taken 
within the bay since 1833. 

In 1833, the Herrings were not abundant in the bay; not more than from one thousand 
to six thousand were taken by the boats in any night during the fishery. The winter 

Herrings have not been abundant in the bay, in any season during the last ten years 

(The Claddagh Fishermen.) 

In 1821 and 1822, the winter Herrings were not in the bay; and as at that time the 
Claddagh men did not fish for Herrings outside the bay, the curers were supplied by the 

Cunemai-a fishermen, by sending out boats to buy from them. {Mr. Dow() 

There were about 1000 boats engaged in the winter fishery this year-; and between 80 
and 100 of these were from Claddagh. 

The Claddagh boats, as well as all othei-s from the bay, and a lai-ge portion of the Cunc- 
mara boats, carried their fish to Galway. 

The Claddagh boats canied only the fish taken in them ; and as each was filled, the 

fishermen returned to harbour. None returned till filled, unless the nets were lost { The 

Claddagh Fishermen^) 

The largest supplies of winter Heirings this year were brought in by Cunemara boats 

{Mr. Halloran.) 

John King, of Claddagh, took in his boat, in one haul of the nets, forty long thousands, 
and allowed other boats’ crews to clear his nets of Herrings which his boat could not carry. 
Tlje least quantity taken in a Claddagh boat, by one night’s fishing, was four thousand. 
The fishery was atleast sixteen leagues from Galway ; and in going to tlie fishing place, 
fisliing thei-e, returning to harbour, and selling the fish, the Claddagh fishermen of each 
boat usually spent a week ; so that only three or four cai'goes of Herrings could have been 
brought in during the fishery, by the most successful Claddagh boats ; and if the \veather 
had not been so mild and favourable, even this quantity could not have been obtained by 
them. 'I'he fishei-y commenced and terminated in February, — {The Claddagh Fishermen.) 

The curers of Herrings in Galway employ boats to buy at sea in the winter fishery; and 
Cunemara boats also buy at sea ; but by far the largest quantities are brought into Galway 

by the fishermen who take them {Mr. Halloran.) 

The boats sent from Galway to buy Herrings, and the practice of the Cunemara men, of 
buying to complete a cargo, when a sufficiency was not caught by them, enabled some of 
the fisheimen, if disposed, to continue fishing. This, however, was not of much advan- 
tage ; for, as none of the Galway or Cunemara boats have cabins, the men could not remain 
at sea. It nevertheless enabled some of them to make another haul, before returning to 
harbour for rest and subsistence. 

A large portion of the Herrings were taken in the late fishery, by casting the nets in the 
day-time. 

Wherever fishermen were seen raising full nets, others cast their nets, and were generally 
successful. ° 

The Claddagh men remain near their nets all night ; and lower or raise them in the wa- 
ter, as the light changes. 

When they have fished in company with fishermen from the east coast, (the Skerries men,) 
the latter always left their nets hanging on the buoys throughout the night as first cast, 
which is a careless and a bad mode of fishing. 

In the harvest fishery, Herrings can only be taken early in the night, or near the break 
of day. 

In the winter fishery, light or darkness does not affect the talce of Herrings, 

I he shoals of Henings in the late fishery were very lai’ge ; some were at least two 
square miles in extent. 

Ihe winter Herrings were on the coast in large shoals, in each of the last two years. 
'Die supply in 1835, was very abundant; but that of 1836, has exceeded it. 

Herrings ai-e always about the coast either in their growth, or at maturity. 

The harvest Herrings spawn about November, in the bay; towards May the fry rise in 
the water, not larger than pins ; and in three months or sooner, after their first appearance, 
they are taken for bait. Only some fishermen consider these to be young Herrings ; others 
think they are fish of a distinct species. 

Shoals of Herrings ai-e seen off tlie Galway coast constantly, from June, and they are 

considered the same as are taken within Galway Bay in harvest time, and later ( The 

Claddagh Fishermen.) 

It is a rule among the Claddagh fishermen not to commence the harvest fishery until the 
fourth of September, when tlie fair of the Hill is held in Galway, nor even then unless all 
the boats intended for it are ready ; and it is their custom when ready, to apply to the 
clergymen of the West Convent Chapel (in Claddagh,) one of whom then accompanies 
them into the bay, and offers a prayer for an abundant take of fish. 
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The harvest fisliery is carried on in all the creeks from Galway, southward, to the Clare 
coast, and northward on the strand to Baraa, &c. It lias become the practice of the south 
side fishermen to go out at once, when the harvest Herrings appear in their creeks ; and 
two or three of the local gentry have gone out armed for their protection. 

Tliese fishermen have latterly been so successful, by going out ten davs or a fortnight 
before the 4th of September, that the Claddagh men are gradually beginning to follow the 
example. ° 

Another rule of the Claddagh fishei-men is, to suspend the harvest Herrino- fisherv- for 
two or three nights in each week : this probably is done to keep up the prices of the mar- 
preventing a greater supply from being brought in than can be advantageously sold. 

Tlie fishermen who do not conform to the rules of this fishery, must sell the Herrings 
on the south side of the bay ; and buyers are there from Clare, Limerick, &c. ° 

The rule for commencing tlie fishing has not been extended to any other than the harvest 
fishery. 

There are no regulations for the winter fishery, or for the other fisheries in the bay. Tlie 
fishermen of Clare bring fish into Galway whenever they expect a good market in 
ivhich they are guided by the number of Claddagh boats seen out fishing— (iMr. MacDmi- 

7iell.) 

The rule against commencing the harvest Herring fishery, until all the Claddagh men can 

go out, which is the only rule for the commencement of any fishery in Galway Bay has 

been in existence longer than the present fishermen. It has been broken in late years by 
fishermen on the south shores of the bay; but if the Claddagh men could, they would still 
enforce it, and they have sometimes beaten fishermen for violating it. 

One object of the rule is, to prevent inexperienced persons going to fish for Herrings 
until the regular fisheimen ai-e out. ° 

The other fishermen on the Galway shores of the bay, (excepting those at Barna, all 
of whom observe the Claddagh rules,) being only occasionally employed in fishing, know 
very little about it ; and the harvest Herring fishery must be carried on w’ith skill ^d cau- 
tion, at first, lest tlie fish be scai'ed from the bay. 

Another object is to allow all the fishermen, whose boats are intended for this fishery, to 
provide their shares of nets. The boats may be ready; but the men (each of whom pro- 
vides a share of nets) may not be ready ; and all must w'ait until all are prepared (The 

Claddagh Fiskei-men.) 

If the fishermen prepared for going out, were anxious to commence the fishery, they dare 
not move until all the share fishermen are also provided ( The Rev. Mr. Hughes.) 

The habit among the fishermen of providing their owm geai', occasions their combination 
to prevent boats from going out for the harvest fishery, until all are prepai-ed. Therefore 
boatowners should be encouraged to provide the geai- requisite for each boat, as then the 
fisheries wouldnot be delayed while the poor fishermen ai-e providing means for taking gear 
out of pawn, or purchasing new shares. 

The delay in commencing the harvest Hen-ing fishery is not caused by superstitious ob- 
servances, but by poverty. The fishermen prepare to commence it immediately after the 

fair of the Hill, which takes place at Galway on tlie 4th of September ( The Rev. Mr. 

Fahj.) 

Deferring the commencement of the harvest fishery until all the Claddagh men are ready, 
may cause the Herrings to be cheaper in the market than they would be if the boats pre- 
pared were taken out whenever the fish appear ; as, by all the boats going out together, a 
much larger supply is at once brought into the market ; but the fishermen observe that 
when they have commenced as soon as the fish first appeared in small numbers, the fishery of 
that year was not so productive as the late fislieries— the fish being scai-ed and dispersed, if 
the fishing is commenced before the great shoals have got settled in the bay. 

It IS not true that the Herrings have left the bay before the Claddagh men went out to 
foh. llus has never occurred. The fishing commences in the beginning of September; 
^e Herrings spawn in November, and afterwards remain in the bay till January ; so that 
It never could have happened that a fishery was lost by the delay of a few days in preparing 

There is an occasional suspension of the harvest fisher^', for two or three nights in the 
^ek; but this has not been caused by a combination for keeping up prices in the market. 
Ifie fishing is thus stopped when the supply of fish is not good. It frequently occurs tliat 
after a goodnight’s fishing the Herrings disappear for two nights. 

'pere is no combination with reference to the markets. When Henings can be taken 
without injury to the fishing, they ai-e not spai-ed; and the sooner they are sold afterwards 
die better, as harvest Herrings are not good for more than twenty-four hours from the time 
of raising the nets. 

Early in the season these Herrings are in prime condition, but they then keep a shorter 
at a later period, as they are softer and richer, and the season is warmer. 

Inere is not any ceremony observed in going to fish, except in commencing the harvest 
Herring fishery, which has been always preceded by prayers for success. 

The practice of burying a cat in the beach, which is said to have been part of the cere- 
inony preceding the commencement of a fishery, has not existed within the memory of any 
of the fishermen. — ( The Claddagh Fishermen) « 

Tlie Claddagh men have not any superstitious practices among them. When prepai-ed to 
commence the bai-vest Herring fishery, they call on a clergyman of the West Convent Cha- 
pel, to go out with them into the bay, and offer up a prayer for a plentiful talce offish. The 
^ayer offered is in the Roman Ritual for the purpose, and is founded on the miracle in the 
4jospel, of the draught of fishes. 0 
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The story of burying a cat in the strand before going to fish, as an offering for favourable 
winds, is an old local tradition, founded on a heathen practice, to which public attention 
was attracted about seven years ago, by a reference made to it in a sermon against super- 
stitious observances, preached in the West Convent Chapel, by the Rev. Mr. Slulloy, now- 
in America. No such superstition has been practised within memory' — {Rev. Mr. Hughee.') 

There are not any superstitious observances known to exist among the fishermen here. — 
( The Mayor of Galway^ 

Pilchards were in the bay one year, about sixteen years since, but the fishery did not 
prove good. — {The Claddagh Fiskei'men^ 

There was a great take of Pilchards on the south side of Galway Bay, in 182.^ or 1824 ; 
but the proper mode of curing them was not known : they have not appeared in large 
numbers since. — {Mr. Dow.') 

Mackerel do not appear in the bay every year. In some seasons when they appear, 
they are largely taken ; in others not. 

During fine weather. Mackerel scarcely take the bait. Most are taken during westerly 
winds. Nets are not used for taking them.* — {The Claddagh Fishermen^ 

Horse Mackerel (Skad) abound in the bay in the months during which Mackerel appear— 
July, August and September; and they are taken with nets when in .small shoals. — 
{Mr. MacDonnell.) 

Turbot are not abundant in any part of the bay, except the South Sound. 

Haddock and Sole are scarce in the bay. 

Dorees are in the bay during August, September and October, 'fhe fishermen 
never go purposely to fish for them : they take them whilst fishing for Wliiting ; and the 
bait used is either whiting or herring — the former somewhat preferable. 

The Dorees taken are usually about sixteen or eighteen inches long, and from ten to 
twelve inches broad. They are sold at from Ad. to Is. each. 

Bream and grey Gurnet are taken in the bay, and are salted and dried by the fisher- 
men : these are the only fish which they dry. 

Hake are plentiful. Cod and Ling are in the bay, but not in sufficient abundance for 
curers : both kinds of fish have been scarce in the bay diiring.the last eight years. 

The principal supply of these fish is taken in the Claddagh boats, at the fishery of Boffin 
Island, and a large portion of the fish taken there are salted, and sold wet in Galway. 

The fishery of Cod and Ling at Boffin is generally good, but not always : it is, how- 
ever, the best, llie most abundantly supplied fishing ground is about N. and N.W. of 
the island The Claddagh Fishermen.) 

Mr. Dow stated that he fished for Cod and Ling in 1822, from Galway Bay to Blacksod. 

Boffin Island is close to the best Cod and Ling fishery on the coast of Conaught, 
and is most favourably situated for the curing of Cod and Ling — {Mr. Dow.) 

Tlie Claddagh men do not fish for Lobsters or Crabs, which are abundant in the bay. 

In every year some of the Claddagh boats go to the Sunfish banks, in May. 

In 1834, one fish was killed by Claddagh boats, and two others were seen, which escaped. 

In 1835, there were not any seen. The fish killed in 1834 yielded five barrels of oil ; 
the usual quantity of oil obtained is from five to seven barrels. 

The Claddagh hookers are better suited for this fishery than decked boats of larger di- 
mensions, with row-boats on board; the expense of outfit is about £5. — {The Claddagh 
Fishermen.) 

Mr. MacLachlan sent a vessel to the Sunfish bank in 1822. She took one fish, which 
was the only one taken during that season ; and owing to stormy weather, the men did not 
succeed in cutting out the whole of the liver, but the oil obtained from the part secure<l 
sold for £90. 

The bank is about thirty miles from land ; and the fishery requires vessels of from forty 
to sixty tons burthen. — {Mr. Doio.) 

If direct lines were drawn on a chart, thirty miles due west of Erris Head in Mayo, and 
of Slyne Head in Galway, the Sunfish bank would be between the points. 

The fish are only seen there in April or May, and are descried at a great distance bj’ tlie 
dorsal-fin. 

For this fishery, a decked vessel of from twenty-five to forty tons is required, with 
a row-boat on deck ; therefore decked vessels of that tonnage are best fitted for the ge- 
neral fisheries of the west coast of Ireland, 

The want of success in the pursuit of Sunfish appears to be ascribable to the use of 
open boats, which are unfit for a remote sea fishery in spring. 

All the preparations made by the Mayo fishermen, who went to the bank, were defective. 

Whale lines were not used, but in their stead cumbrous ropes — “regular hawsers.” — 
Whenever the boats succeeded in taking one or two fish, they returned with the liver, the 
sun extracting the oil, which was baled out of the boat with the sea-water ; and when they 
arrived on shore, the most rude means were used in separating the remainder of the oil 
irom the liver. Casks for containing the oil were not previously in readiness ; and when 
there was a successful season, the price of casks became exorbitant. 

Each fish taken usually yielded from five to eight barrels of oil, on which there was 
wiiste, in every way, of about twenty per cent. — {Mr. MacDonnell.) 

No public effort whatever has been made to encourage the taking of the Sunfish. 

The fishery has not been productive for several years past. — ( The Mayor of Galway.) 

Boffin Island would be the best rendezvous for vessels equipped for taking Sunfish, as 
being the nearest island to the bank, which is westward of it. The harbour is on the west 



See Captain Wynn’s suggestions, under Fisheries, page 114. 
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side of the island, and contains a large natural basin, affording a most safe and perfect 
shelter. The only defect in the harbour is, it has a narrow entrance, in whicli there is a 
rock ; and during a strong south-west wind, vessels could not get out. 

In 1822, there was so much distress among the poor of the island, that they used for food, 
fish heads which were unsound from lying long on tlie beach. {Mr. Dow.) 

Trawling is not permitted in Galway Bay; but the fishermen have no objection to Trawliiip. 
trawling in the deep sea, outside the Arran Isles, which is the only place for it. 

They conceive, if allowed in the bay, it would destroy spawn, and disturb the fish, 

particularly the Herrings, which are in it for several months every year ( The Claddagh 

Fishermen.) 

In 1822, IVIr. MacLachlan’s vessel was equipped for trawling in the bay, under the pro- 
tection of a revenue cruizer, from the crew of which a guard for the vessel was obtained. 

1 urbot and other flat fish are best and most abundant in the South Sound, near the 
Isles of Airan; and there, owing to strong currents, trawling can be but seldom suc- 
cessful. In the other good fishing places of the bay, the ground is rough and unfit for 
trawls. 

Trawling rvithin the bay would not defray the outfit, in consequene of die competition 
of the Claddagh line fishers. — {Mr. Dow) 

Mr. MacLachlan’s vessel, when trawling in the South Sound, got on the rocks {The 

Claddagh Fishermen.) 

The Rev. Mr. Hughes stated, that in 1833, an opinion was very generally entertained 
in Galway, that if trawling were allowed in the bay, the market would be most abundant- 
ly supplied with the best fish ; and he was induced by the representations he had heai-d, to 
support the proposal for trawling, against the prejudices of the fishermen. He raised a 
subscription, and bought a trawl-net, which was to have been tried by the crew of a 
private vessel ; and he was to have been on boai'd to witness the experiment. In his ab- 
sence from Galway the trial was attempted ; and the fishermen having chased the vessel, 
the attempt was not persevered in. The net was afterwards neglected ; it became useless ; 
and no attempt at trawling has been made since {Rev. Mr. Hughes.) 

Trawling would be attended with success, outside the bay. If practised westward of the 

Islands of Arran, large supplies of Turbot and other flat fish would be obtained (Cavtain 

Wgnn, R.N.) ^ 

The Claddagh sail-boats are open hookers, of from six to thirteen tons burtlien. One of Boats, 
thirteen tons is twenty-two feet in keel ; thirty-three feet aloft ; and nine feet and a half in 
beam. They ai-e carvel-built, and principally of oak. 

They ai-e without cabins ; and in consequence of the want of shelter, or any means of 
comfortable rest, severe sickness frequently occurs among the fishermen. 

A boat of thirteen tons costs about £70 ; and a half-deck added, for a cabin, would cost 
from £6 to £10 more. 

The fishermen consider hookers, with half-deck, best suited for the various fisheries off 
the Galway coast. 

In 1835, about twenty new hookers were built in Claddagh, varying in size, from six to 
thirteen tons. 

It is the practice to give the boats a general repair, twice a year ; and to clean tlie bottom 
about four times. 

Tlie Cunemara fishermen ai-e generally provided witli second-hand boats from Claddagh. 

Tliere are about twelve ship cai-penters employed in Claddagh ; and they receive 3s. a Ship Carpenters, 
day without diet, and 2s. 6d. with diet. Wliether provided with diet or not, they get 
three glasses of whiskey, and sometimes four or five glasses each. 

Tlie fishermen construct their own sails ; and until lately they were obliged to cut them Sail-making, 
on the floor of the church, for the use of which, each boatowner paid sixpence ; at present 
they cut tliem on the floor of the court-house, for which accommodation a similar charge is 
made. 

In each Claddagh boat, when engaged in fishing, there are six men, which is the regular Crews, 
crew ; but in summer there are eight men in boats occasionally. Every man provides a 
share of gear-, and receives a share of the produce. 

Tliere are only four or five men in the Cunemai'a boats ; and they only fish for Herrings. 

After the Hen-ing fisheries they resort to employments on land. 

Only two or three men and boys are in each boat, when employed for bringing in sea- 
weed ; tliey are chosen by the boatowners from among their own friends. 

Tlie nets used are made of flax ; as there is not any hemp sold in Galway, which is Nets, 
sufficiently good for net twine. 

During the late fishery, several boats’ nets were lost; being made of flax, they were 
torn by tlie weight of tlie fish meshed in them. 

Some of the Claddagh men bai’k tlieir nets; but none of the other fishermen do so. 

There are no suitable means of barking nets in Galway. Each fisherman must provide 
a boiler for himself; therefore only a few nets are barked. 

Flax nets not barked, last but a short time ; some only for one fishery ; and in a good 
fishery, two or tliree nets may be woi-n out by one boat. 

The nets are made, and the twine is spun, by the fisliermen’s families. 

Nets are not made by the Claddagh fishermen for any other purpose than taking Herrings. 

They are drift-nets ; hang in the water four fathoms deep ; are never increased to a greater 
depth, by hanging one net on another; and are let down in tlie water, when the Herrings 
keep below, by ropes which are attaclied to buoys. 

The other fishermen of Galway Bay have not buoys. 

0 2 
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The Claddagh nets are made with meshes sufficiently large for the winter fishery, and 
others with smaller meshes for the harvest fishery ; the former are measured with a penny, 
and the latter with a halfpenny. 

The other fishermen of the bay use the same nets in both fisheries. 

The Claddagh men consider it unnecessary to make their nets deeper by hanging them 
in slings, one under another, as the Herrings are high in the water when first aa-riving, and 
when leaving the coast; and as when low in the water, although large numbers may pass 
over and under the nets, still there are as many meshed as the nets will bear. 

Deeper nets have been used by fishermen visiting the coast, and the Claddagh men have 
been more successful with their own. 

The set of nets in each boat is regulated by the number of men : each man has a share, 
and there are usually six shares, but in some boats only four. 

Each man’s share measures thirty fathoms when on the rope. 

It has occured that boats have had too many nets. Some row-boats in the late fishery 
were unable to take up all the fish in their nets. 

The hand and long lines, the only other gear- used by the Claddagh men, are made in 
their families {The Claddagh Fishermen.) 

The insurance of fishing boats and gear should be encouraged, and the policies be exempt 
from duty.* — {Mr. MacDormell.) 

When the Claddagh fishermen reach Galway harbour at night, during low water, they 
must leave their boats under shelter of the south pier; and have then to carry their gear, &c. 
on a rugged causeway, over a wide strand, which intervenes between the pier and the 
Claddagh quay. 

A light on the south pier u’ould be of great service to the fishermen, and to shipping 
generally; but it could not be attended to, without much more expense than wouldbe incurred 
by a light on the town pier, as the south pier is remote, and difficult of access at night. It 
is probable that on the completion of the new docks, adjoining the town pier, a light will 
be placed at the entrance of them {Cajd. Wynn, R.n!) 

A light is required for fishermen on the south pier ; another is required on the Gun Rock, 
at the entrance of the harbour, in Boffin Island. 

There is no liarbour in Galway Bay, for which the fishermen may sail in foul weather, 
except Galway. If overtaken by storms at sea, they run for shelter to Casleh or Costello 
Bay, about twenty miles from Galway. — {The Claddagh Fishermenl) 

d'iie pier erected by the late Fishery Board, at Durass, south side of Galway Bay, is in 
excellent order, and has occasioned a local trade, and a great improvement in the condition 
of the neighbouring peasantry. Fuel is obtained at it in abundance from Cunemara boats, 
and a market for corn and potatoes has arisen. To facilitate this trade, Mr. Lynch, .(the 
proprietor of Durass,) stated that he has, at his own expense, improved the pier, and 
erected a quay along the beach, which it shelters. The harbour is dry at low water. It 
is not used for the fisheries, except when the haiwest Herrings are in the bay. It has, how- 
ever, caused a great increase of employment for agricultural labourers — {Mr. Lymh.) 

It has been proposed to charge harbour dues on the fishermen’s boats, but the charge has 
not been made. — ( 'The Claddagh Fishermen.) 

There ai-e not any tolls on fishing boats or fish belonging to Galway fishermen, but 
straiiger-s bringing in fish pay a toll ; on Hen-ings, the charge is Id. a thousand. It is levied 
for corporate purposes ( 'the Mayor of Gahoay.) 

These tolls on fish brought in by strangers give advantage to the Claddagh men; but 
there are outgoing tolls on all fish bought in. Galway to be retailed. — {The Claddagh 
Fishermen.) 

'Uiere has not been any public place enclosed for tlie fishermen, in which they could 
cut sails, bark and equip nets, store them, &c (The Mayor of Galway.) 

There is no hindi-ance ever given to other fishermen when fishing in the bay (except for 
harvest Herrings, before the Claddagh men ai'e out), nor are they prevented from suppl}’- 
ing the Galway market.! 

Trawling is prevented ; but all other modes of fishing may be practised by all fishermen, 
whether submitting to the Claddagh rules in the harvest fishery or not. 

The Claddagh men never fish, (except for winter Herrings,) between Saturday evening 
and Monday morning. They fish for winter Herrings on Sundays, as the fishing only lasts 
a few days. 

They keep, for the sake of old customs, more holydays than are fixed for religious pur- 
poses ; but they do not now keep so many of sucli days as formerly, and these obser- 
vances have nothing to do with the markets. Fishing is never stopped to lessen the supply 
of fish brought in ( The Claddagh Fishermen.) 

Tiie fishermen observe several old holydays not now required to be observed by the Ro- 
man Catiiolic Church. Theirs, however, is not a religious observance of these days, and 
they have been repeatedly recommended to attend on them to their usual avocations. 

'I'here are only ten holydays in the year, exclusive of Sundays, on which labour is inter- 
dicted by the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland. In addition to these, St. Nicholas’s day 
is required to be observed in Galway. — ( The Rev. Mr. Hughes.) 

Formerly, there was a rule against employing boys, who were strangers, in any Claddagh 

* 1 lie fishermen on the coast of Yorkshire are associated for mutual aid and protection ;• and they 
have a general fund for the objects of the Association, out of which, boats and gear are provided, aftest- 
iosses at sea. 

! Sec Rules for the Harvest Fisher}', page 105. 
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boat ; but this has not been enforced for the last ten years. There is not now any restric- 
tion as to boys, and there never has been any as to the number of boats ; so that the fisher- 
men and boats are increasing — ( The Claddagh Fishei-men.') 

'Hie Mayor of Galway has jurisdiction in die bay, to the Islands of Arran, but he is un- 
able to exercise it in preserving order among the fishermen, as he has not a fit municipal 
force for the purpose — ( The Mayor of Galway^ 

Some nets were cut away during the winter fishery of this year, which were shot badly, 
and got foul of other nets. This always occurs, but less losses were suffered in this way 
during the late fishery than in former years, as the weather was calm. Such occun-ences 
cannot be prevented by any vessels stationed to preserve order, because the injury is done 

as soon as the nets are found to have got foul. It is committed in self-defence ( The 

Claddagh Fishermen.') 

There are disputes among the fishermen about the use of the Galway town quay ; for 
although the Claddagh men have a quay at their own side of the harbour, which is little 
used but by themselves, they sell their fish principally on the commercial quay opposite ; 
and when disputes arise between them and the other fisliermen, and assaults ensue, there 
is no magisterial interference without a summons, which precludes strangers, when injured, 
from obtaining legal satisfaction. There is thus no legal protection from violence — (ikfi-. 

Halloran.) 

The fishermen leave the sale of all fish, except Herrings, to their wives and daughters, Markets, 
who sell to dealers by the dozen or score, and ^so sell to private buyers. 

There is no public accommodation provided for the sale of fish by the fishermen’s fami- 
lies. There is a small market-place for the dealers, but the sales for the fishermen are 
made at the heaps in which the fish are thrown on the quay. — ( The Claddagh Fishermen.) 

The Corporation has not provided a public mai’ket-place for the fishermen. There is a 
small market for the fish dealers, but very little use is made of it ( The Mayor of Gahoay.) 

There are not any fish, except Salmon, sold by weight in Galway. Selling the fish to 
dealers by auction, in weighed lots, each species separated, would be a great improvement. 

It would be satisfactory to the fishermen, by enabling them to fix a value ivith more cer- 
tainty than when selling in numbers, as it would cause a comparison with the prices of other 
food. It would also cause the retailing offish by, weight, which would be advantageous to 
the public. — {Mr. MacDomell.) 

In selling fresh Herrings by number, the fishermen at present lose a large portion of their 
time during a fishery. If the law required that fresh Herrings be sold wliolesale, by the 
cran, or lesser measure, branded as lawful by the local authorities,, the fishermen would 
save their time, and gain the large quantity of Herrings now taken by buyers to make sure 
of tlieir number. — ( The Claddagh Fishermen^ 

The cran measure ought to be used, to save time to the fishermen, and also to indicate the 
quantity requi.site to fill a ban-el. Every arrangement for the Herring trade, ought to 
facilitate and promote curing in barrels, as the practice of curing in bulk, or pile, deteriorates 
the value of the fish {Mr. MaeDonnell.) 

About fourteen or fifteen years ago, in consequence of a great Herring fishery, and the Prices uf Herrings, 
tax on salt, Herrings were selling in Galway at from 4s. to 5s. a thousand, and the price 
of salt rose to £16 a ton. Tlie buyers then insisted on getting eleven long hundreds, of 
123, for a thousand ; and in every year since, (except when the HeiTings were scarce,) they 
have enforced the same rule, whether the price has been 20^. or 10s. the thousand — (2’Ae 
Claddagh Fishermen^ 

About six years ago, the fish curers and other buyers of Herrings, combined to depre- 
ciate the prices required by the fishermen, and some persons interested for tlie latter, put 
down the combination by providing salt, and vessels fit for curing-vats, on which the buying 
of fish was resumed by the regular dealers . — ( The Rev. Mr. Hughes.) 

At the commencement of this year’s winter fishery, Herrings were sold at sea for 18s. the 
long thousand, and in Galway, they were sold at 30s. and even £2. The prices soon be- 
came much lower, and when the supplies were in great abundance, the best Herrings were 
obtained by curers at 8s. the thousand ; dealers were then buying at 10.9. 

The lowest prices in the winter fishery of 1835, were from 12s. to l6s. the thousand 

{Mr. Halloran.) 

d'he general price obtained for good Herrings in Galway, during the late fishery, was 
from 12s. to 15s. the long thousand — (1353). 

In the winter fishery of 1835, the prices ranged from 15s. to £l a thousand. 

The harvest Herrings in 1835, were sold early in the season at from 12s. to 15s. the 
thousand, and late, at from 17s. to 23s. In 1834, during the early part of the season, the 
prices were similar to the early prices of 1835, but the late prices were from 15s. to 20s. 

'fliese prices, however, were only obtained from the country buyers or cadgers — ( The 
Claddagh Fisheinnen.) 

The country buyers compete with the curers, and advance prices. These dealers are 
from all the western, and some of the midland counties. Mayo dealers buy in Galway, 
when the supplies are so great that prices are lower than upon their own coast ; and some 
dealers are from Kilkenny, who cai-iy coal from that district, and take back Herrings, to 
sell on their way home. 'These country dealers buy at least twice as much as is bought by 
the curers. In this year they have bought more than in any previous fishery. 

Contracts are never made with tlie curers of Galway, for supplying them with certain 
quantities of the Herrings at stipulated prices. The fishermen make their sales as they 
arrive, at whatever prices they can obtain {Mr. Halloran.) 

A good Cod fish, weighing from twenty-five to forty lbs., is sold in Galway, by retailers, Prices of Cod and 
for about L. Prime Glassen, weighing from twenty to thirty lbs., ai'e usually sold in retail, other Fish. 
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Prices of Fish. for 4rf. or hd. each. Glassen have been sold at two shillings or half a crown per dozen, and 
even lower ; however, they are not used in Galway except by the working classes, as they 
are not good unless bled when taken ; but if sufficiently bled, the quality of the fish is ex- 
cellent. 

Salmon, in the early part of the season, sell in Galway for 2s. 6d. per lb. ; but when the 
supplies arrive from Cunemara, the price is under 4c?. per lb. — {Mr. MacDonnell^ 

About fifteen or twenty years ago, the prices of round and flat fish, in Galway, were 
better than at the present time. — ( Tlie Claddagh FUkermen.') 

The Rev. Mr. O’Donnell stated, that some kinds of fish are not so abundantly taken in 
the bay as formerly, — Haddock in particular have decreased in quantity. He recollects 
Haddock to have been sold in Galway for 4c?. a dozen.* — {The Rev. Mr. O’Donnell.) 

Cod could be supplied to curers in Boffin Island, by the Claddagh fishermen, at 5s. per 
dozen ; Ling, at 7s. ; Hake and Glassen, at 4s. — ( The Claddagh Fishermen.) 

Mr. Dow stated, that in 1822, he bought Cod and Ling at sea from tlie Galway fisher- 
men, the former at Is. 3c?., and the latter at Is. 8c?. and 2s. for tlie long dozen. 

At that time the fishermen kept more holydays than at present. — {Mr. Dow.) 

The Curing of The winter Herrings are cured in Galway, in bulk or pile, ungutted. Only a small quan- 
Herrings. tity of them are barrelled. 

The harvest Heirings when cured must be baiTeUed, they are so soft and rich; but these 
Herrings are for the most part sold and used fresh. 

Herrings ought if possible to be cured immediately after being taken from tlie nets, when 
they ai'e to be baiTelled. 

If they are to be cured in bulk or pile, foiu- days keeping is useful, to allow tliem to drain 
and become firm. 

Curing in bulk or pile deteriorates the Herrings. It requires a draining of their juices 
in the first instance, and the subsequent pressure in packing or piling them, occasions an 
additional wasting. 

Curing in vats would be much better, but curing in baiTel is best, as it not only saves the 
juices of the Herrings in curing, until they are going to be used, but it enables the 
curers to transmit Herrings to remote markets immediately after barrelling them. 

Henings cured in bulk are not ready for transmission to market for a fortnight or more 
after being piled. 

Galway-cured Hendngs are taken by dealers into the interior, and are occasionally 
shipped by curers to other ports. In 1835, he (Mr. Halloran) shipped bulk-cured Herrings 
to Bantry, which were -well sold. 

He has in the present year cured six hundred long thousatids, all in bulk. Other curers 
have also large quantities. 

There are in Galway twelve principal cmers, and about fifty persons who cure small 
quantities. — {Mr. Halloran.) 

Ml-. MacLachlan was the first to get Hen-ings gutted and barrelled in Galway. 

He commenced fish-curing in 1820. At that time the winter Hen-ings were taken in the 
bay, and approached close to the pierhead in tlie harbour. He filled elevenhundi-ed barrels 
in 1820, and afteiwards cured in bulk or pile, until the supply of salt was exhausted. In 
that year HeningS were so abundant beyond the demand for them, (in consequence of the 
price of salt,) that large quantities were used for manure, and some were thrown into the 
harbour. 

If Herrings be cured in bvJk, they cannot be taken out of it for about three weeks — 
therefore, bai-relling is in every way the best mode of cm-ing. 

The sooner Herrings are barrelled the better, to preserve the juices ; but curing in bulk 
requires delay, to let tlie fish di-aia and become firm. 

In bai-relliiig the harvest Herrings shrink nearly a tliird. The winter Herrings shrink 
but little ; the barrel of tliese at first contains five long hundreds, and a half hundred com- 
pletes it. A barrel would contain about seven hunch-ed of the harvest Hen-ings. 

It is quite usual in curing, to pack the Heirings that have spawned, with the others, to- 
wards the close of each fishery. 'Fliese Herrings are taken in large quantities, and they are 
very inferior for every purpose. 

Heirings taken ana cured immediately after they appear on the coast are best : they are 
deteriorating as they approach close to the time of spawning, like all otlier fish. 

The curing should be carried on close to tlie fishery, either in the nearest harbour, or in 
lai-ge vessels provided with salt and ban-els. 

Unsound Fish. In former yeai-s the Galway Herrings were brought to market in a much worse state than 
in the presentyear : amuch larger portion of them having been “ on tlie turn.” — {Mr. Doic.) 

There is a power in the municipahty of seizing unsound meat, fish, &c. and a market 
jury is appointed for the purpose, but tlie jury does not enforce its authority. — ( The Mayor 
of Galway.) 

Ihe_ present Sys- Xlie mode of curing Herrings in bulk, which is the general practice in Galway, is inju- 
teni mjunoustothe i-ious to the fishermen as well as to the fish. The fish must be well drained of their juices, 

IS lermen. qj. before tbe process of curing is commenced, and the curers are thus 

enabled to combine and force down the prices of the fishermen. 

The Claddagh fishermen desire the introduction of the Scotch system of curing, by the 
establishment of curing stations near tlie fishing places, for the accommodation of merchants 
or their agents, with tlie salt, baixels, &c. sent for each fishery. 

They would also consider it advantageous to contract with curers for supplying certain 
quantities of Herrings at stipulated prices. 

* The decrease in the supply of Haddock on the east coast is ascribed to trawling; but in Galway 
Bay trawling is not permitted. 
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Salt is raised in price, when the fishery commences, not usually so much as in the late Sait, 
fishery, but always to the extent of several shillings a ton, which depresses the prices of tlie 
fish. Sometimes, in consequence of the price of salt, Herrings have been only 5s. the long 
thousand. 

Wlien there was a tax on salt, the supply of it was always insufficient : and at that period, 

Herrings which could not be cured for want of salt, were used for manure. This has not 
occurred since the tax was abolished f The Claddagh Fishermen.) 

In the years during which a duty was paid on salt, the price, in Galway, without the 
<luty, was generally £3 a ton ; being £7 in all ; and it was frequently higher, because at 
that time no person kept a large stock for sale. — {Mr. Lynch.) 

Tlie recurrence of a scarcity of salt during a Hening fishery cannot be averted, until 
curing shall be extensively carried on at various points of the coast, by curers resident else- 
where, who will send barrels or vats, and salt, to the curing stations, for each fishery, and 
take away in their vessels, or leave in their stores for another season, any surplus of salt 
tliat may remain — {Mr. MacDonnell.) 

The fishermen conceive that there ought to be a public depot of salt, from which it could 
be obtained at a reasonable price during the fisheries. — ( The Claddagh Fishermen.) 

If salt stores were established by Government, the merchants would abandon the trade, 
and the fishermen would not derive the advantages on which they speculate, because the 
curers could buy up the salt at tlie price fixed by the Government storekeeper, and then, if 
any disputes arose between the curers and fishermen, in fixing the prices of fish, the latter 
would have no remedy {Mr. Lynch.) 

The usual price of Liverpool salt in Galway is £1 f>s. the ton. During the Herring 
fishery of this year, the price of salt advanced to £7 the ton, in consequence of its scarcity, 
and die extraordinary quantity of fish brought in. Country dealers, buying small quantities 
to shake over their Herrings, have paid as much as one shilling a stone, which is equal to 
£8 a ton. This was the highest price given. 

In die fishery of 1835, the price did not exceed £1 15^. a ton; and upwards of olie 
thousand tons were then bought. — {Mr. Halloran^ 

Mr. Lynch, (the principal importer of salt,) stated, that in September 1835, he sold forty 
tons of s^t to a trader named M'Donough, in Cunemai-a, at £l 4s. a ton ; and by a written 
agi'eement, (which he produced,) he was bound to deliver twenty tons more at the same 
price, if required by Mr. M‘Donough before the 1st of Februarj'. The right to the further 
supply was reserved for the winter fishery, which has usually terminated about Febniary: 
however, in this year it had not commenced when the contract referred to expired, and the 
salt was not called for ; but the contract shows that no considerable advance in price was ex- 
pected. 

Tlie whole stock instore was nearly exhausted by this year’s fishery; and in former 
years a large quantity remained unsold. 

He (IVfr. Lynch) has sold this year some which had been four years in store. 

There is a loss of at least five per cent in storing salt, by difference in weight between 
the buying and selling of it. — {Mr. Lynch.) 

Salt may be kept in store for many years, without being deteriorated. 

There are two salt manufactories in Galway, but the salt is not fit for fish curers ; it is 
bought for butter, and other domestic uses ; and the usual price is about £2 a ton. 

The salt used for fish is also used for beef and pork, and for curing these a considerable 
quantity is required. At present, however, there are only three liouses curing beef and 
pork in Galway, but sometimes ten or twelve are engaged in the trade, according to the 
demand of the English markets. — {Mr. Halloran.) 

The principal demand for salt in Galway is by fish curers. The general demand would 
not take off a large surplus stock which might remEiin after a fishery ; but this demand is 
increasing by an increase in the curing of beef and pork. 

Wljen prices advanced much this year, supplies were ordered from Limerick, but have 
not been in time for the demand, and will not defray the charges of transmission, as a ship 
laden with salt is daily expected from Liverpool. 

The land carriage of merchandize from Limerick to Galway costs 305. a ton.* — {Mr. 

Lynch.) 

A ton of salt is sufficient to cure eleven long thousands of Herrings, in pDe ; and the same 
quantity is sufficient for thirty barrels. 

Half a long thousand of winter Herrings fill a barrel {Mr. Halloran.) 

The total quantity of salt used in curing this year exceeds 1800, and may be 2000 tons.f 
— {Mr. Lynch.) 

'Die barrels used in Galway are generally made in it, of beech, at a cost of 3s. fid.each ; Herring fiavrels. 
and some of imported oak staves, at a cost of 45. each (ilfr. Halloran^ 

BaiTels are also made in Galway of black birch. It is not the practice to buy uncleft 
stave logs for the purpose, as in Scotland, where staves are cut from the logs, and formed 
by machinery, which is extensively used there in making barrels. 

* There was a bellman, on the 28th of February, announcing tlirough Galway, that salt was thou on 
sale at 30s. a ton. 

t As Mr. Halloran states that a ton of salt is sufficient to cure eleven long thousands of Her- 
rings, (which in Galway contain 14,883 fish) — also, that the country dealers buy twice as much 
Herrings as the curers — it may be computed, that 1900 tons of salt, (the mediuin of the quantities 
stated by Mr. Lynch,) having been in this year used for curing, the quantity of Herrings cured was 
about twenty-one thousand long thousands, and that the whole quantity bought was sixty-three thou- 
sand long thousands, or eighty-five millions of Flerrings. This quantity, at 10s. the long thousand, 
would yield to the fishermen £31,500. 
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Curing Herrings in vats would be very useful in Galway. The juices of the fish would be 
preserved in them, as well as by barrelling ; and the quantities so cured would be taken off 
by the travelling dealers, who are usually provided with their own packing vessels, and 
would not buy barrels. 

Herrings barrelled About 2000 barrels were used in the late fishery, including about 600 barrels not headed, 
in 1836. the fish being for sale by number. This quantity only includes the barrels of Herrings 

cured by extensive curers, and not the bari’els made up by small dealers for conveying Her- 
*M0O whole quantity of properly coopered barrels made up, did not exceed 

®''®nds. Character brands placed on Herring barrels, by Government officers, facilitate decep- 
tion. They might as well brand beer barrels {Mr. MacDonnell) 

Cod and Ling are not dried in Galway, or by any local curers on the Galway coast. 

( The Claddagh Tishermen.) 

In 1822, Mr. MacLachlan got both Cod and Ling dried on the west coast. Tliey were 
gutted and salted on board, as soon as taken ; and they were dried, (when a large quantity 
was salted,) on a beach in the nearest island. 

No charge was made for the beach on which the fish were dried in the islands ; but there 
was no accommodation whatever provided for the purpose. The fish were spread on the 
beach, and if rainy weather came on, the sails, &c. were used for covering it. The drying 
occupies a fortnight, in favourable weather. — {Mr. Dow.) 

Cod and Ling now taken by the Galway fishermen at Boffin Island, are salted by them 
in largo quantities, but not <lried. They are split and prepared as for diwing, but are all 
sold wet — {Mr. MacDomell.) 

The head, pea, and sounds of Cod, taken at Boffin, are thrown away with the entrails, 
except a few which the fishermen dress for food. ITie sounds have never been cured at 
Boffin Island. — ( The Claddagh Fishermen.') 

Ihe sounds of both Cod and Ling, although thrown away in Ireland as entrails, are 
, largely cured in Scotland. Tire soun9s of Glassen, also thrown away, ai’e equally good. 

Curing of Bream 'Bream and grey Gurnet, taken in tlie bay in great quantities, are the only fish which the 
and grey Gurnet, fishermen dry._(>/?-. MacDonnell.) 

Fish dried on They have no other place for drying Bream and Gurnet than the tops of walls about their 

cabins, and the gi-ave stones in the Roman Catholic cemetry in Claddagh: the latter furnish 
their principal accommodation — ( The Claddagh Fishermen.) 

Glassen contain a considerable quantity of oil, equal to that of Cod. 

The oil of Whiting is bought in Galway for dressing wool. It is the only fish oil used 
tor the purpose — {Mr. MacDonnell.) 

The oil in the harvest Heirings is so abundant and good, that curers can have persons to 
gut and pack them, without giving any other compensation for tlie labour than the entrails. 

Ihe oil obtained by boiling the entrails, finds aready sale in the town. {Mr. Dow.) 

'Die district of Claddagh, within the town parish of Galway, contains about two thou- 
sand persons, nearly all the families of fishermen. 

The fishermen are assiduous and enterprising. Tliey are constantly fishing, (except on 
Sundays and holydays, and in the months of April and May, when they are cutting and 
carrying the sea-weed for manure,) and they pursue the fish to distant fishing grounds. 

During twenty-six yeai's in which the Catholic Vicar General has been chaplain to the 
jpls, only two Claddagh men have been imprisoned, and these were disorderly young men, 
since got rid of, who had committed petty thefts. 

But in 1834, five fishermen, left without subsistence, the boats in which they usually ob- 
tained employnient being engaged in carrying sea-weed, were urged by actual want, (their 
families not having tlie necessaiies of life,) to the commission of a trespass, in cutting weed 
on the south strand of the bay near Galway, for which they were taken into custody. How- 
Magistrates set them at liberty, on hearing of their poverty and usual honesty. 

Tiie Qaddagh families live very peaceably ; and great domestic morality exists among 
them. During the last eight years, there have been in the district, only two cases of bas- 
tardy. _ They many early in life ; many of them too early ; but by the public census of the 
district in 1834, the average number of persons in each family was found to be only five 
including the parents. 

'Diey are for the most part very poor. Before the late winter fishery commenced, the 
majority of them had tlieir nets in pawn : many were obliged not only to pawn their gear, 
but cabin furniture, and even the iron vessels in which they pvepai'ed food. 

About sixty of tlie raale children attend a public school in Claddagh, and some of their 
cliildren attend a similar school in another part of Galway, but latterly a considerable num- 
have been absent on the excuse of wanting decent apparel. 

T- <ere is a convent school adjoining the district, which contains at present upwards of 
lour hundi-ed girls, from all parts of Galway, who are instructed in reading, &c., and in 
needle work. Many of the girls ai-e employed in embroidei'ing lace for Nottingham lace- 
makers, by whom the foundation materials are sent ; and the orders have been so well 
executed, that the manufacturers, without any application from the school, have advanced 
the rate of remuneration — {The Rev. Mr. O’Donnell.) 

The Claddagh fishennen ai-e honest, moral, and industrious ; they ai-e also very peaceable, 
except during a good fishery, when some of the fishermen get intoxicated and noisy ; they 
give no trouble at any other time.— (T/ie Magor of Galway.) 

The Qaddagh people, as a portion of a large town population, must be considered, com- 
parativelj-, a sober and moral people in general. The fishermen are sometimes inebriated 
atter a great nsliery ; but as they never take intoxicating liquor of any kind to sea, and are 
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not provided with any comforts for subsistence, while out fishing, a small quantity of spirits 
mtoxicates them wlien they return. They are often inebriated from taking only the quan- 
tity whicli town labourers and tradesmen take as an ordinary allowance. ^ 

Tliere ib but one public-house, a very poor one, in the district commonly called Clad- 
dagli ; tliere was another opened, which failed in a short time— about two years a<ro. How- 
ever, "’hen the Claddagh men indulge in liqnor, they frequent bouses in another part of the 
town. — ( The Rev. Mr. Hughes.) ^ 

'■'Jf “-e without gardens, rates from £1 to £2 a year 

— ( Hie Lladdagh rishermen.) 

Several of tlie fishermen hold cabins rent free, under Mr. Daly of Dunsandle— r27ie 
liev. Mr. O Donnell.) ' 

Althqngh the Clacldagh fishers arc indnstrlons, they ai-e poor. The greater part of their 
gear is m pawn until required for a fishery, and then, if money cannot otherwise be obtained 
they pawn another kind of gear to release that tcquired.—(Jfr. MacDmnell.) 

Mr. Hadoran stated, that before the winter fishery of this year commenced, a lame 
majority oi tlicm had their nets m pawn j and they were in debt to him £1200 for rone a^d 
materials — {Mr. Halloran.) ^ 

Cutting and carrying sea-weed for manure, is the only employment which the Cladda^^h 
men liave in addition to their occupations as fishermen : this additional employment co'n- 
tinues for six or eight weeks, commencing in April ; and each boat earns by it about 30s. a 
week. It occurs during the worst fishing season of the yeai-. 

Tile fishermen, not selected for cutting and carrying sea-weed, are unemployed at Iiome 
by which much distress is occasioned among them. Not more than two or three men in 
each boat are employed by the sear-weed : the crew for fishing usually consists of six 
men. 



None of the Claddagh boats realized more than £60 during the late fishery. Theaveraee 
earnings were less. ^ 

None of the fishermen have land, nor do any of them hire potato-ground : they supply 

all their wants in the market of Galway {The Claddagh Fishermen.) 

They should be encouraged to settle on allotments of land, neai- the opening of Galwav 
Bay, in tlie vicinity of Casleh or Costello Bay— by which they would be closer to tlie best 

hsliing places, and have a source of employment wlien unable to fish {The Rev Mr 

O’Donnell.) 

Tlie fehermmi of Glaninu,ontlie op™^^^^ are also dependent on The Fisliermon of 

fislung for their livelihood. They take large quantities of fish m tlie bay, which are sent Gkiiina,b]i the 
j Limerick ; and they also send fish to Galway, when they observe that the Clare side of the 

Claddagh men have not been out, and therefore know that the market is open. They fish 
in canoes, formed with light frames of timber, covered with canvass well pitched ; these are 
Without keels, but are otherwise forhied like row-boats ; three men manage them, using 
SIX oars ; they can be run in on a beach, and are so light, tliat a fisherman can carry one of 
them home on his shoulders. — {Mr. Kellg.) 

The Fisheries of Galway Bay would be greatly improved by a road to Limerick, shorter Meatis of Jmnrov- 
liian the present, and free from tolls. And the condition of the fishermen would be im- ingthe Gahvav 

))roved by loans m materials. Encouragement k wanting for both fishing and earins {Mr Fisheries. 

Hu/loran.) o \ • 

'j'he Corporation of Galway has never made an effort to improve tlie Fisheries by giving 
premiums for good modes of fishing, good outfits, and early and lai-ge supplies of fish ; or 
by giving small loans for improving the boats and gear. ’ 

Nor has any committee or society ever been formed in Galwav, for promoting improve- 
ments m the Fisheries,— by disseminating information on fishing, supplying deserving 

fishermen with improved geai-, andpromoling emulation by premiums {The Mai/or of 

Gnhoag.) ■' 

The bounties were very injurious to the Irish Fisheries. The frauds committed in ob- Bounties, 
taming them, by curers, were very gi-eat; and honest men could not compete with the 
defaulters — {Mr. Lynch.) 

It is said to have been the practice to remove the branded staves, &c., from barrels of 
Herrings, and claim the bounty twice, or oftener, for the same fish. It cannot be proved 

that this fraud was committed, but it was quite practicable {Mr. MaeDonnell.) 

The bounties were not beneficial to the Galway fishermen. The prices of Hemngs were 
then lower, and employment was much less than at present; as salt was often as hi^rh as 
16^. per cwt. ;* and the principal Galway buyers did not cure for the bounties.— ? The 
Claddagh Fishermen.) ^ 

In the present year, loans have been given by the Agricultural and Commercial Bank, to Loans 
itleen fishermen and small dealers, the amounts varying from £3 to £10; and they have 
been all repaid with interest. No other bank in Galway gives small. loans. 

On the guarantee of a Homan Catholic Clergyman, (the Rev. Patrick Fahy,) three of 
the loans were made. One of these, amounting to £6, was made to Tlioinas M‘Donough 
a boatowner and fisherman in Claddagh, and enabled him to make an outfitfor the Herrin-’ 
fishm-y. It, and the others, were to be repaid by instalments, which have been discharo-ed'^ 

M‘Donough and his son have earned in the fishery, by means of the loan, ' upwards of 
*20. — {Mr. Redington, Manager of the Bank.) 

Tlie boatowners can all get credit for materials in Galway, but the fishermen cannot, as 



* At this rate, the salt for thirty barrels of Herrings, (one ton,) cost £16 ; now, it maybe bought 
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they have not any security to give ; and if they cannot obtain a guarantee, they are unable to 
jjrepare for a fishery, and the boats to which they belong are unemployed.* Credit is given 
for twelve months, and the prices are moderate. Mr. Halloran gives large credit, and, but 
for him, many fishermen would be without employment. 

In summer, the greater number of fishermen are obliged to pawn nets, there being then 
not much employment, and provisions being dear ; they are in this distressed condition when 
the time for the harvest fishery is approaching. 

When loans were given by the late Fishery Board, the boatowners %vho obtained them 
got the materials on good terms ; but the greater part of the loans went to farmers and 
other persons not connected with the Fisheries. Fishermen not having boats could not 
get them ( The Claddagh Fishermen.) 

Premiums should be given for the outfit of good boats, with the requisite gear, and for 
bringing in early and large supplies of fish. 

These premiums would stimulate improvement in the Fisheries, and put an end to the 
fishermen’s regulations, which are now considered injurious. — ( The Rev. Mr. Fahy.) 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

Gakcay. 

There are three kinds of fishing followed by the Galway or Claddagh fishermen: 
ig. Heiring fishing, Mackerel fishing, and ground or coarse fishing. 

Tim harvest Hening fishery, which commences generally about the 1st of September, is 
principally carried on by the Claddagh fishermen, and those residing along the shores of 
the bay, fbr the distance of nine miles, beyond which limits they seldom or never fish for 
Herrings in harvest. This fishery is very productive, and often holds for three months ; but 
the Claddagh fishermen are prejudiced and obstinate in their ideas of fishing, and will not 
allow any persons to fish but when they are themselves pleased to go out. 

It is strongly presumed, or rather a certain fact, that if proper sized fishing vessels, with 
a due proportion of deep sea nets, were out in May, June, July, and August, on a bank 
westward of the Arran Isles, which extends northwarcfs to the Boffin Bank, there would be 
then a most productive Herring fishery ; for it is well understood that the great mass of 
fish keep in the deep during summer and fine weather ; and the fishermen who visit this 
bank in those months, often take up Herrings on their lines, which has never or but rarely 
(Xjcurred along shore, and which proves that there are then dense shoals of Herrings on 
the bank.t 

Were Herring fishing to be carried on at this bank in May, June, July, and August, there 
would probably be an increased supply of Herrings in the bays during the har\’est, as the 
Herrings that now spawn on the bank, would, by being disturbed, abandon their natural 
spawning ground to spawn in the bays. 

llie winter Herring fishery, which commences about January, has failed in some sea- 
sons when the weather has been mild. It is supposed that the fish are then on the remote 
l^anks, and while they remain there, the fishermen on this coast cannot take them, as their 
boats and gear are unfit for the remote fishing grounds. A gale of wind disturbs the banks, 
and during the first moderate weather which ensues, the fishermen are certain of catching 
Herrings in the bays between Galway and Slyne Head. When the Herrings commence 
spawning, the shoals become so immensely great tliat a chain of the nets used by the fisher- 
men here, may take from fifteen to forty thousand fish. At this time a most improper 
mode of fishing is very generally practised, that of shooting the nets during day ; and the 
re.sult is, that the shoals are dispersed. 

Mackerel fishing is commenced in the latter end of July, with lines trailed after a boat 
under sail. If the mode of taking Mackerel with nets were introduced, it would be found 
very productive. Fishing with drift-nets should be commenced about the middle of May, 
and continued to the latter end of June, being the only time of the year in which Mackerel 
will mesh. 

Ground or coarse fish, can be taken on the Galway coast at all seasons of the rear. 
Whenever the fishermen can get to the banks, to use their long lines, or spillards, and hand 
lines, they are certain of a successful haul. 

It may be stated as an established truth, that in its fisheries, the coast of Galway sur- 
passes every other line of coast in the British Empire ; but, unfortunately, the fishermen are 
not possessed of means, which would enable them to build sufficiently large fishing craft, 
and procure proper gear and tackling. 

The Herring fisheries give considerably the greatest employment, as all persons on the 
line of coast who have boats, are engaged in them; and these make ten times the number 
of the regular fishermen employed in the other fisheries. — {Capt. Wynn., R.N., Inspecting 
Commander of the Coast Guard.) 

The white fishery, if properly encouraged and conducted, would be a source of great 

weaitli and employment, as the fish do not migrate {Mr, Henry Cashel, late Inspector of 

Fisheries.) 

* This is another proof of the injurious consequences arising from the practice among fishermen, of 
providing the nets. 

f See statement of the Claddagh fishermen, page 104. Herringa'are taken on the Clare coast m 
July — See page 1I9' 
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Tiie Galway fisheries, classified according to productiveness, and the employment created The Fisheries, 
by them, stand thus: — 

1st. The Herring fisheries, — one in harvest, the Herrings of fine flavour and quality, 
but small, averaging above 700 to a barrel, when cured; the other in winter, and the fish 
coarse in flavour, but large, averaging about 500 to a barrel. 

2nd. The grey Gurnet fishery, from May to September. These fish are split, salted 
and dried in vast quantities. 

■8rd. The Bream fishery, from July to September. These are cured in the same wav as 
the Gurnets. 

4th. The Hake fishery, from July to September. The fish used fresh. 

5th. The Mackerel fishery, from July to September. 

6th. The Horse Mackerel (Skad) fishery, in the same season. 

7th. The Cod, Ling, and Glassen fisheries, in which the fishermen are engaged from 
January to April ; with the Turbot, Haddock, Doree, red Gurnet, Whiting, Plaice, Whitincf- 
Pollock, Skate, and other fisheries. 

Tliere are two Oyster banks near Galway: one of small extent, claimed by' the Corpo-^ 
ration, and called “ The Mayor’s Bank and the other at Kilcorgan, near Island Eddy, 
and the property of Mr. Redington, at present a minor. Tlie Oysters are large, but not 
of superior flavour ; and are taken with dredges, from September, to April. 

Lobsters ai-e abundant in the bay — at the Isles of Arran ; along the Clare coast ; at Barna, 
on tlie north side; and wherever there is rocky ground, of which a great portion of the bay 
consists. About 100 or 150 persons are engaged in taking them with wicker-traps; but a 
much larger number of persons might be profitably employed in this fishery, if it were pro- 
{>erly managed. 

Large Scallops are occasionally taken up in the iierring-nets, which show that they are 
in the bay, and they are of good quality. 

The approach of the harvest Herrings is easily discovered on dark nights, by the lumi- 
nous appearance of tlie sea, and of the fish themselves, which are easily distinguishable in 
the shoal water, when, however, they avoid the nets, and will not mesh. The fishermen, 
therefore, during the period of dark nights, shoot their nets for a haul at sun-set, and again 
for another haul at sun-rise ; but when the nights are briglit, they cast their nets at all hours 
of the night — {Mr. Handle P. MacDonnell, Civil Engineer^ Galway.) 

The system of trawling has not been practised in the bay, as the fishermen are averse to Trawling, 
it. Their real objection seems to be, that it would make the fish too plenty in the market. 

I have known them, when they have been very successful with the spillard and long lines, 
to remain at home several days unengaged. 

At the season w'hen flat fisfi take bait, they are not considered to be in prime condition. 

— {Mr. Cashel.) 

Some of the fishing boats are in very good condition, particularly those belonging to or Boats and Gear, 
near Galway, and some are very indifferent, while many others are in a shattered condi- 
tion. 

A Galway hooker, complete, of from eight to fourteen tons, costs from £60 to £80. 

Tiiere has been a great improvement in the construction of these fishing vessels within the 
last twenty years, ascribable, among other causes, to the loans of the late Fishery Board. 

— ( Captain Wynn.) 

The principal improvement is in the increased size of the hookers, from five or six tons, 
which was their burthen a few years ago, to eight, ten, and fourteen tons, their burthen at 
present ; experience having proved the superiority of one class of boats over the other. The 
Claddagh fishermen sell their hookers, after two or three years’ use, to persons who traffic 
in turf and sea-weed; the latter affording immense employment since the removal of the 
import duties on foreign ashes, and the introduction of factitious alkali, rendered the manu- 
facturing of kelp unprofitable. 

Wherries, such as are used by the fishermen of Balbriggan and Skerries, on the Dublin 
coast, would be of great advantage in the Galway fisheries. Their tonnage should be from 
twenty-five to thirty-five tons ; and I do not see any sufficient reason why they might not be 
carvel-built, as the Galway boats are, the local shipcarpenters not being acquainted with 
clinker-building, — {Mr. MacDonnell.) 

The fishing gear is in general good. Every hooker, or fishing boat, has five or six men, 
each furnished with foiir nets, which cost about £4. 

One man’s spillard, fitted with 300 hooks, costs about £2; and his hand lines, fitted, cost 

{Capt. Wynn.) 

Tlie lines ai'e bought from rope-makers ; but the nets ai'e made in fishermen’s fami- 
lies, and from flax. The flax is spun into yarn at Z\d. or Ad. per lb., and the yarn is laid 
and twisted into net twine at 2tf. or '2\d. per lb. Flax now generally costs from 5^d. to 
per lb. The nets ai'e 120 meshes in depth; and each piece, consisting of two shares,” is 
twelve or thirteen fathoms long, and takes about 8ibs. of flax, which is generallv of verv 
inferior quality. 

Barking the nets has been practised time immemorial in Galway ; latterly, the use of 
logwood for the purpose has become very general. 

Tlie fishing geai’ for each large boat, including nets, long lines, hand lines, &c. mav be 
estimated to cost about £15. — (J/r. MacDonnell.) 

In some instances the Galway nets are tarred, which is a bad mode of preserving thenr, 
and injures the fish. When the fishermen have been in distress, they have sold their nets at 
65. &d, or Is. the piece. — {Mr. Cashel.) 

For baiting the hand lines, in taking Cod, Ling, Fladdock, Hake, red Gurnet, Mac- Bait- 

P 2 
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^erel, &c., a piece of fre&h herring or mackerel, or the strand worm (lug) is preferred; butfor 
Turbot, a bit of conger, when a little stale, is considered the best bait. A coarser bait is 
used for the long lines, such as pieces of round fish, and of plaice, &c., as the Crabs would 
pick off the more dainty bait used on the hand lines. Lug are to be had at all seasons, and 
therefore are most used for bait, wherever conveniently procured. 

there a difficulty of procuring bait; and there the limpet, 
^ '^1 the rocks, is often used, though indifferent bait. 

Mussels ai’e very abundant on the shores of the bay, contiguous to Galway, and are used 
in considerable quantities by the poorer classes, for ?ood. Within the last two years, they 
haye been used here as bait for Whiting, with success. They were never before used for 
bait in Galway Bay — {Mr. MacDmnell.) 

Regulations. I am decidedly opposed to any interference for interdicting particular modes of 

fishing, or prescribing seasons or the size of meshes ; but I consider legal regulations neces- 
sary for the preservation of order, while the boats are engaged in the fisheries. 

The boats should be painted black, and have the owner’s name on the stem, and large 
white numbers on the quarter or bow ; the sails also should be numbered ; and there should 
be a penalty for having boats not thus distinguished, one-half to be given for information of 
offences. 

During each great fishery, an armed vessel should be employed to maintain order. 
Whenever the boats go out for Hemngs, there is generally a disturbance and a battle. 
Sometimes as many as two thousand boats are out at the same time, lining the coast for 
thirty miles — (Captain Wynn.) ° 

A force for preserving the peace, formed from among the fishermen themselves, would 
probably be found effective for the purpose ; perhaps the most boisterous of them would be 
the best to employ. The occasional support of the Coast Guard would be very advan- 
tageous. 

There should be efficient, respectable, and trust-worthy officers, to carry all legal regu- 
lations into effect, under the direction of three paid Commissioners (Mr. MacDmnell.) 

It would be prudent to prohibit tlie taking of white fish, except within fixed periods ; but 
no such restrictions ought to be made for the Herring fisheries, nor would it be expedient to 
prescribe the size of meshes in heiring-nets. The meshes of trawl-nets should not be less 
than three inches and a-half, between the knots, in the purse. (Mr. Cashel.) 

^ I consider that ail Oyster banks require care and attention, I would recommend that 

all which are not private or corporation property, shall be sold, or leased by the Crown 
Dredging has been so continual on Kilcorgan bank, which is private property, that only a 
lew Oysters have been left upon it. ^ 

Markets and The fish landed in Galway are in part consumed in the town and neighbourhood, and large 

Curing. quantities are' sent to other towns in the county, and also to markets in Westmeath, King’s 

County, Tipperary, &c. The fish landed on the Clare shore of the bay ai-e sent to Gort 

and other towns in Clare, and also to Limerick (Mr. MacDonneU.) ’ 

Galway is the principal market, as numerous dealers in fish attend from all parts of the 
interior. ^ 

The roads from Galway to the north, south, and east, are very good ; but those to the 
west are very bad, and sometimes impassable. — (Capt. Wynn.) 

Nothing approaching to a correct estimate of the value of the fish sold in Galway market 

annually, can be formed ; but the amount, including Herrings, may be £40 000. (Mr 

MacDonneU) ’ • \ • 

I recollect one year, in which the Herrings sold, on the Galway coast, were computed 

to have produced £50,000 (Mr. Cashel.) . ^ 

The supply of fish in Galway never exceeds the demand (Mr. MacDonneU.) 

Before the erection of piers in the harbours on the coast, the take of Herrings frequently 

exceeded the demand ; but this was owing to the difficulty of getting salt (Mr. Cashel) 

Herrings have been used here for manure, but twice, in the memory of the oldest fisher- 
men— say within the last fifty years.t— (Mr. MacDonneU.) 

The supply of fresh and cured Herrings is not equal to the consumption of the local 
markets ; and the annual sale of Scotch Herrings in Galway sometimes exceeds 2000 barrels 
— (Mr. Cashel.) 

Scotch Herrings have met a ready sale in Galway— (Cop#. Wynn) 

From one to two thousand barrels of Scotch Herrings are brought into Galway in the 

year, with a small quantity of Rush or Shetland Ling, not perhaps a ton weight (Mr 

MacDonneU.) o • \ 

The fish cured in Galway are Herrings, Cod, Ling, Mackerel, Whiting, Bream, grey 

Gurnet, Glas.sen, and Conger (Mr. Cashel.) ® 

Ihe Herrings cured in Galway, in barrel and bulk, would in some sea.sonsfill 50,000 
barrels ; occasionally, a great deal more. The grey Gurnets, Bream, Mackerel, and 
Whiting, annually cured, may be estimated at 1000 tons; the Cod and Ling (which are not 
which is also about the quantity of Glassen and Cono-er cured — 
(Mr. MacDonneU.) ° 

&nce 1830, (when the Fishery Board was abolished,) the practice of barrelling Hemngs 

in Galway has been very limited; curing in bulk is the prevailing mode. (Mr. Cashel) 

Ihe harvest Hemngs cured are always barrelled, and they are gutted, as are also the 
winter Hemngs, which are barrelled. 

* See Note to Evidence taken in Galway, p. 111. 

t They have not been used for manure since the duties on salt were repealed. See Evidence- p. 1 1 1 . 
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Tlie Galway bai-reiled Herrings obtain a considerably higher price than those cured in 
bulk, partieiilai-ly when the warm weather approaches. 

Crushed rock-salt was used in curing about twelve years ago, but was discontinued, as it 
gave the fish a reddish colour. Refuse salt, sold by beef-curers, is unfit for fish-curing, in 
consequence of its being mixed with saltpetre. 

It should be made compulsory on landlords to grant leases of sites for curing establish- 
ments on the coast. The enactment in the 25th Geo. III., enabling landlords to grant 
such leases, was merely permissive, and proved a dead letter {Mr. MacDonnell.) 

The Claddagh fishermen have no other occupation than fishing, or working at their boats Condition of the 
and gear, except a few, who ai-e occasionally engaged in gathering and cairying sea-weed. Fishermen, 
to sell for manure. — {(Japt. JVpn?i.) 

Not more than one-sixth of their time tlurough the year is now spent in actual fishing ; 
but, w'ith a better description of craft, and an improved system, their employment in fish- 
ing would be more than doubled. — {Mr. MaeDonnell.) 

They are employed (that is, reckoning the days on which they are occupied in every 
week), as fishermen, about six months in the year ; but might 'be profitably employed for 
nine months. — {Capt. Wyim.) 

A few of the fishermen have comfortable habitations ; but the greater part of them are 
in miserable dwellings. — {Mr. MacDonnell.) 

Fishermen on the coast, who have land, occupy the same sort of hut as those without 
land. The Claddagh huts are certainly cleaner {Capt. Wynn.) 

Manured potato-ground may be said to rate, generally, from £3 to £6 per statute acre. 

Some land, within a mile or two of Galway, is given rent free for one crop of potatoes, 
to those who will manure it {Mr. MacDonnell.) 

The farmer generally pays from 30s. to 40s. an acre for the land which he lets in con- 
acres {Mr. Cashel.) 

The con-acre rent is a considerable imposition on the poor {Capt. Wynn.) 

A small portion of land, for a potato and vegetable garden, may be very beneficial, if 
properly cultivated, but which is scarcely to be expected in most instances. — {Mr. Mac- 
Donnell.) 

The use of ardent spirits prevails among the fishermen to a considerable extent, but not 
to excess. — {Capt. Wynn.) 

The consumption of whiskey has diminished a good'deal latterly, and cannot be now 
considered excessive, under the hai'dships they frequently endure {Mr. MacDonnell.) 

All are remunerated by a share of the fish taken. Many are well ofti being provident 

{Capt. Wynn.) 

Fishermen employed on the coast, in the Herring fisheries, receive from 6^. to 15s. a 
week. — {Mr. Cashel.) 

Disabled fishermen, like all the poor of Ireland, receive support, if support it can be 
called, fj-om tliose who are next to themselves in circumstances. < 

Hundreds of widows and children are left destitute {Mr. MacDonnell.) 

The inhabitants of the Islands of Arran, at the entrance of Galway Bay, support them- Islands, 
selves, and pay a great portion of their rents, by fishing. — {Mr. Cashel.) 

The three Islands of Arran pay county rates for 1542 Ii-ish acres, but their actual extent 
may be three times that number of acres. A great proportion of the surface is rock, with 
patches of earth hei-e and there. The term of the leases expired about two or three years 
since, and the tenants now hold at will. 

These islands are remarkable for the finest description of calves, which with sheep, wool, 
pigs, &c., may yield, in favourable years, a sum equal to the gross rental.* 

Tile soil being shallow, over limestone rock, all tne crops, In a dry or very warm season, 
are sure to be deficient ; in consequence of which, and the other causes aifecting crops on 
this coast, (as storms, &c.) there is frequently a dearth of provisions ; but the fisheries, and 
other means of productive industry, enable the inhabitants to provide against deaith, except 
when famine or sickness prevails mong the coast. 

The locality is very 1‘avourable for establishments connected with the Fishei-ies {Mr. 

Mac Donnell.) 

There are not any loan funds or benefit societies here for the fishermen. Savings among Loan Funds, &c. 
some of the fishermen are said to be extensive — {Capt. Wynn.) 

The Agricultural Bank, since a branch was established here, has given small loans for 
short periods to the fishermen, at £6 per cent., on the recommendation of respectable per- 
sons : a re-payment is made by small instalments. This is tlie only source from which they 
obtain loans, except the ruinous one of the pawn-office, a source constantly resorted to 
liere, and to a lamentable extent. 

Fishermen of good chai'acter are generally able to obtain materials for gear, &c. on credit, 
at about ten per cent, over the cash prices ; and payment is required at the next Herring 
fishery. 

The loan fund of the late Fishery Boai'd considerably improved the condition of those 
who obtained it. Since its extinction, in 1830, the fishermen have been almost destitute of 
means for providing gear. — {Mr. Cashel.) 

Tlie late Fishery loan fund was not as generally advantageous as it might have been ; 
but some few instances of individual improvement may be traced to it here. The practice 
of giving orders on traders, for the articles required by the fishermen, led to much local 
abuse. The articles supplied were generally ot very inferior quality ; and were priced, in 

* See Mr. D’Alton’s statement, page 101 ; and that of Mr. Morris, page 97. 
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Loan Funds, &c. some instances, fifty, sixty, and even one hundred per cent, higher than the charges at 
which the fishermen would have been supplied elsewhere, if the loans were made in cash. 

Loans for procuring improved means of taking fish, and accommodation for curing, would 
tend to improve the state of the fisheries. — {Mr. MacDormell.) 
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COUNTY CLARE. 

EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

From Aguish Point to Hag's Head., Gahoaij Bay. 

Fisheries and The fish taken on this line of coast are Herrings, Mackerel Cod, Ling, Haddock, 

.Modes of Fishing. Hake, &c. Nets and spillards are used. Hook fishing is the most productive to the fisher^ 
men — {Lieut. V. P. Hunter, C. G. 0., BaUyvau^han.') 

Turbot and other flat fish are abundant. There is an excellent trawling bank outside of 
Blackhead ; but as trawling is prohibited by the Galway fisliermen, the supply of flat fish 
is obtained with spillai-ds. 

The Clare shore abounds with Mullet, white Trout, and flat fish {Mr. Burton Bindon, 

of Currenroe.) ’ 

Trawls would not answer on this coast, in consequence of the sunken rocks.* 

There are Oyster beds here, artificially formed, and supplied from the Cunemara coast. 
The Oysters are taken at low water, by hand, from the 1st of September to the 1st of 
April following. The beds are private property. — {Lieut. Hunter.) 

The Red Bank is fee simple property, and extends beyond low water mark, being within 
a bay. There are native Oysters on some of the beds, but tliese are also supplied with 
Cunemara Oysters. 

On the Red Bank there ai-e employed, daily, one hundred and thirty men, women, and 
children ; the greater number are women {Mr. Bindon.) 

Lobsters and Crabs are abundant and good. ITiey are taken in wicker-traps, from June 
to September. — {Lieut. Hunter.) 

Lobsters are sold in the local markets, at about 6s. a dozen. They are in sufficient 
abundance oii the coast to supply the means of a profitable trade. {Mr. Bindon.) 

I’uais and Gear. The boats and gear are in bad condition. The hookers, of twelve tons, cost £60 ; the 
row-boats, of four tons, cost £t0 ; and the canoes (cuiraghs) cost £4.f 

The nets are thirty fatlioms long, and five yards deep. They are made in the fishermen's 
families ; only a few are barked {Lieut. Hunter.) 

There has not been any improvement on this coast, in boats or gear, or in the modes of 
fishing. From the great poverty which pervades the coast, the fishermen, except in a few 
instances, are confined to small row-boats, and a miserable supply of herring-nets. 

There are not any schools of industry. Net-making is followed as a trade bv some few 
women {Mr. Bindon.) 

The general baits used are sprats and lug; both are abundant. 

There are some of the landholders on the sliores, who prohibit the gathering of lug ; and 
the fishermen have in consequence to buy lug at 6d. per quart {Lieut. HunUr.) 

RegiiUntioii;-. There are not any local regulations observed, as to the general Fisheries, except the pro- 

liibition of trawling by the Galway fishermen, and their interdict against taking Herrings 
before the time which they liave appointed for commencing the fishery. Of tliis interdiclj 
the local fishermen complain, as they are not allowed to fish when they know that the Fler- 
rings abound in the bay {Mr. Bindon.) 

T'here ought not to be any restraints on fishing— either as to seasons or the meshes of 
nets {Lieut. Hunter.) 

* 8ee Mr. Dow’s statement to the same effect Galway Evidence, page 107. 

t See Galway Evidence — Mr. Kelly’s statement, page 113. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



COUNTY CLARE. 



119 



Protection is required for Oyster beds— by enabling the local authorities to punish per- 
sons found stealing Oysters from beds which are private property. {Mr. Bindon.) 

Tlie best market of the fishermen on this part of the coast, is Galway, distant by sea 
twelve miles from Ballyvaughan, and by land, thirty miles. Limerick is also their market; 
It is forty miles distant. The roads are good. — {Lieut. Hunter.) 

A direct road frorn New Quay to Limerick, would make the distance to that market only 
thirty miles; and this would create employment for the fishermen of Galway Bay bv en- 
larging the demand for fish f Mr. Bindon.) ^ 

The fish are sold by the fishennen to dealers; and the carrying trade gives much em- 
ployment. The general price of Hen-ings is 2s. per hundred. 

lire supply of fish is not equal to the demand. Scotch Herrings are brought to Ballv- 
vaii^han from Limerick, and two are sold for a penny. 

Haler) O'™ use— 



, J?sheMMn are all retrogading in condition ; they are in a very distressed situation — 
(Mr. Bmdon.) 

i he habits and morals of the fishermen are generally good ; the use of ardent spirits does 
not prevail among them to an injurious extent. 

They are employed in the avocations of fishermen, according to the state of the weather 
and tides, night and day. 

When not out fishing, some are employed at their land ; and those who hold land are 
best off. 

They have all shares of the fish taken ; and the share of each may be 6^. a week. 

Disabled fishermen, and widows and children, live' by begging {Lieut. Hunter) 

Highly ma.nured and ploughed land, on my property, is let for potato-ground, at £6 the 
Irish acre : the manure would be worth £8 if sold. This land, without manure, would let 
at £2 the Irish acre (Mr. Bindon.) 

The rent of land held by the fishermen, is £2 an acre (Lient. Hunter.) 

"ITe condition of the fishermen would be improved, by being congregated in a town 
ii there were a certain market obtained for them, by shortening the road to Limerick — 
{Mr. Bindon) 

There is not a loan fund here, nor a benefit society. The loan fund of the late Fishery 
Board was of great benefit to the fishennen ; and since its extinction, tliey have had much 
difhcuity in obtaining materials for tlreir boats and fishing gear : but little credit is given • 
and when it is obtained, there is a charge of 2s. in the pound for mteieH.—(Lievt 
Hunter.) ' 



From Hag s Head, to Clanderlagh Bay, in the Shamum. 

On the Malbav coast of Clare,-Cod, Ling, Haddock, Gurnet, and Conger, are taken 
from the end of December until the close of June, but the take begins to falf off about the 
middle of May, at which time the Glassen fishery begins, and it continues until the end of 
September. A great number of Turbot are taken during the spring, summer, and autumn 
Bream are taken m large quantities, and sold at 13rf. or \Ad. per dozen ; but this fishery 
only continues six weeks, beginning about the 20th of June. All these fish are talicn with 
long lines and spillards. 

There is a considerable take of Herrings within the Shannon, and on the coast at Sea- 

field. The fishery withm the Shannon begins in the first week of July, and ends at the 

close of November; and the Herrings are taken in sail and row-boats with drift-nets In 
the fisheij on the Seafield coast, the nets are moored, left for the night, and taken up in 
the morning. The Herrings taken in the Seafield fishery, are considerably larger than tLse 
taken within the Heads, but much inferior in quality. ° 

There is also a considerable take of Mackerel along the Malbay coast.— (Mr James Pat 
ierson Kilrush, late Inspector of Fisheries for this line of coast) 

• At Liscanor, Cod, Ling, Haddock, and Hake, are taken from November to May follows, 
ing; Gurnet, Whiting, and Pollock, from May to November; Bream, from June to 
November; Turbot, Sole, and other flat fish, in June, July, and August; Mackerel, from 
July to September; Herrings, from August to November; Lobsters and Crabs, from June 
to November. 

An indication of the arrival of Herrings here, is the finding of small sprat amon^ the 
rocks on the receding of the tides.— (Mr. William Hore, Chif Boatman of the Coast Guard 
Lvicanor.) ' ’ 

At Seafield, there is a Herring fishery, from about the middle of January to March — 
■{Mr..JohnMaude,C.G.O., Seafield) ^ 

Pilchards sometimes appear on the coast, but the fishermen have not the proper nets far 

taking them; the meshes of their herring-nets being too large {Lieut. H. M. White Ji.N 

Inspecting Commander, Coast Guard) ’ ' 

At Doonbeg, the Mackerel fishery, from the middle of July to the end of October is tl»e 
most productive of the fisheries, and gives most employment. Tlie Mackerel are ’taken 
With nets.^ — {Lieut. J. M'Nevin, C.G.O., Doonbeg.) 

r. fisltery is the only one in which the fishermen at Kilrush are cncaied — 

{Mr. John Peake, C. G. 0., Kilrush.) ® ° 

Tlie Shannon, from its mouth to the Island of Scattery, was formerly remarkable for its 
Herring fishery. There is also in it an abundance of Cod, Ling, Haddock, Turbot, Sole, 
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Plaice, Ray, Tliornback, Dorees, &c. In every year, during August and September, pro- 
digious quantities of Mackerel and Skad are on each shore of the river, to the distance of 
eleven miles from its mouth ; and if the fishermen had but sufficient science and fishing 
gear, they might take as much as -would remunerate them for a year’s labour. So great a 
quantity of Skad was in the Shannon, during August and September, 1835, that the people 
on the Clare shore have still, (30th December, 1835,) sufficient for their own consumption, 
and a good deal for sale. 

'1 he Mackerel and Skad are iiere taken with small nets, like those used for culinary pur- 
poses, hung on a hoop, fastened to a long pole, and let do-wn from the rocks. — ( The Rev. 
Malachy Duggan, P.P., Carrigaholt.) 

The whole of the Shannon, from Carrigaholt Bay to Tarbert Point, an extent of twenty 
niiie.s in length, and three in breadth, is a natural Oyster bed, so that wherever the bottom 
is sufficiently clear for dredging. Oysters are taken; but tlie best beds are so foul that they 
eannot be dredged. 

The Oyster beds of the Shannon are open to the public ; but about two years since, a 
gentleman claimed one of the beds, on which the largest Oysters are taken, and six men 
were employed to drive the fishermen from it, on which a quarrel ensued, and the case was 
ti'ied by the Magistrates in Petty Sessions, who decided that there was no right to prevent 
the fishermen from di-edging, and then the claim was abandoned. 

Oysters are taken from the 1st of September to the 30th of April, employing about 
seventy men in eighteen boats, and yielding about £1400 a year. The size and quality 
differ materially, and prices vary from Qd. to U. per hundred. The large Oysters are about 
four inches in diameter, and of very fine quality; but there are some of an extraordinary 
size, and superior quality — however, these are on foul beds, and very few of them are taken. 
— (See Regulations.) 

T'here is a pretty good supply of Lobsters and Crabs in the Shannon, taken usually with 
nets, but some are gathered among the rocks when the tides recede. — {Mr. Patterson.) 

Tolls are paid on Oysters to the Mayor of Limerick. 

The nets used for taking Lobsters and Crabs in tlie Shannon, are fixed on hoops. No 
persons here make Lobster fishing a regular occupation ; but they resort to it, from April 
to August, when they have nothing else to employ them {The Rev. Mr. Duggan.) 

There are not any Oyster beds on the Malbay coast of Clare. Lobstei-s and Crabs are 
abundant. — {The Respective Officers of the Coast Guard.) 

The resources of the sea never having been called into operation on this coast, it is diffi- 
cult to judge, from tlie past, what maybe the future success of the Fisheries,. If, how- 
ever, a well-regulated system be adopted, with proper encouragement, I have no doubt but 
u little emjiire of wealth will be created, when science and proper means are employed, as 
the sea unquestionably abounds with all sorts of fish fit for human subsistence. 

The long line and spillard fishing will never be effectual here, without the introduction 
of large decked vessels, such as the Skerries boats (County Dublin). In these should be 
employed the hardiest and most intelligent fishermen of this coast, with experienced men 
from the SkeiTies or elsewhere, to -whom young men should be apprenticed for a short time, 
that they may in turn give instruction to others. 

Curing-liouses should be erected in places as central as possible, and convenient to the 
fishing grounds, both on the Shannon shores, and on the Malbay coast. 

A small company of the native fishermen, on the shores of the Shannon, ought to be pro- 
vided with trawls to procure bait, and keep up a constant supply of it. 

The land on the coast has been subdivided to its last minimum. No prospect is left for 
future subsistence; poverty prevents emigration; and sullen despair possessed the poor, 
until they heard of the Inquiry as to their Fisheries. Now, they have universal joy and hope 
pmng them : tliey say they will have a domain for themselves, in which their profits and 
improvements will not be taxed by an increase of rent. With such hope, and anxiety for 
employment, there is no danger of failure in sound projects of improvement, fostered and 
supported by a benign Government. — ( The Rev. Mr. Duggan.) 

1 rawling lias not been practised on tlie Malbay coast, although the bays are well adapted 

for it. The bay of Liscanor abounds with flat fisii {Mr. H. Whitcomhe, C. G. O..Treanh 

Point.) . 

Until vessels (it for trawling can have shelter, by the extension of Liscanor and Seafield 
quays, and the clearing of the channels by which they are approached, there cannot be any 
irawling on this coast. A fine hardy race of fishermen are here struggling against every 
difficulty. Flatfish are taken with spillards — an uncertain mode, which ill repays fishermen 
Ibr their labour. — {Lieut. White, R.N^ 

Trawling has never been practised on the coast of Clare (Mr. Patterson.) 

Tile fishermen of the Shannon complain of the use of row-boats in the Herring fishery. 

It is now believed that the use of canoes (curraghs) in the Herring fishery, has been tlie 

cause of its decline, as the oars agitate the water, and seai-e the fish {The Rev. Mr. 

Duggan?) 

In the Hewing fishery, the sail-boats go out too soon; and, at the commencement of the 
fishery, too frequently.* 

They also shoot their nets long before sun-set. At Seafield, instead of waiting until 
evening, they huny out as -soon as they have disposed of the night’s take, in order to 
secure good berths, and moor their nets between nine and ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

Fishing in row-boats, within the beads of the Shannon, is most destructive to the Her- 

* See statement of the Gahvav fishermen, as to their harvest fishery page 105. 
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ring fishery, as the noise of the oars drives the fish from the surface. Tliis was not prac- 
tised to any extent until within the last few years, and arises fi-om the poverty of the fisher- 
men, who are unable to fit out sail-boats. It is loudly complained of by the owners of that 
class of boats. — {Mr. Patterson.) 

The fishermen of the Shannon complain of the stone weirs, constructed on the Kerry side 
of the river, for the pui-pose of taking salmon. These ai-e destructive to the Herring 
fishery, as large quantities of the fry ai-e taken in them. — {Mr. W. H. King, late Impectnr 
General of the Fisheries on the West Coast of Ireland.) 

The fishermen on the Liseanor coast, fish in canoes which are of a very simple and Boats and Gear, 
slight construction, being formed of nothing more than stout oziers fixed to a frame, rounded 
to form the bottom timbers, and secured by laths, nailed at intervals fore and aft, then 
covered with canvass, which is made water-proof by a composition of pitch, tar, and tallow. 

These canoes are generally owned by two or three persons. I do not believe there is 
any one fisherman sole owner of a canoe ; and all ai-e miserably poor, and without means 
of purchasing proper tackle. 

A canoe for two men costs £2 ; and one for three men, £2 IO5. It would be an act of 
humanity to supply the fishermen with boats, in place of these canoes. 

Each piece of net used in the Hening fishery is twelve fathoms long, and six score of 
shilling meshes deep. Three such pieces compose a man’s share. They are purchased in 
Galway or Kilrush, in the lint, at from 45. to 6s. each, and are repaired by the fishermen. 

They are seldom, if ever, barked. 

The spillards are made up by the fishermen ; and each costs, complete, with three hun- 
dred and a half of No. 10 hooks, about £l 10s {Mr, More.) 

At present, no other kind of boat than the canoes would answer fishermen here (Freagh.) 

The nets for the Herring fishery are also used for taking Mackerel. The meshes are about 
three-fourths of an inch between the knots. Some of the nets are made in the fishermen’s 

.families, and others are bought. No mode of preserving them is used. {Mr. Whitcombe.) 

There not being a safe harbour for boats on the Seafield coast, canoes only can be used 
by the fishermen. Those here, cost with paddles, about £3 IO5. each. The herring-nets 
used in them, cost, when roped and corked, about £3 each. They have halfpenny meshes ; 
some are made in the fishennen’s families, and others bought ; but none are preserved with 

bark ; and they do not last more than one season {Mr. Maude.) 

Were Seafield Qua}' and channel completed, hookers would soon be used in the fisheries 
of the coast.* Extraordinary to say, there is no channel leading into this quay ; but the 

rocks which impede entrance, can be easilyremoved without blasting. {Lieut. White, R.U.) 

The fishermen of the Doonbeg coast, are of opinion that canoes are best adapted for it. 

Those used, cost from £2 to £3 each, and are larger and better made than canoes here- 
tofore in use, as fishing is better and more profitable ; but both canoes and gear are for the 
most pai-t in bad order, and the owners are little skilled in fishing. The nets cost about £3, 
and are used for both Herrings and Mackerel. The nets and lines are made from flax, are 
not preserved in any way, and seldom last longer than one season. — {Lieut. M^Nevin.) 

On the Kilkee coast, the canoes and fishing gear-, have been much improved, in conse- 
quence of the loans made by the late Fishery Board ; the number of nets has been in- 
creased from the same cause, and the result has been a very great increase in the take of 
Mackerel. The canoes here, cost about £4 each. Boats of fifteen tons, to go to the best fishing 
grounds, would give confidence to the fishermen, and lead to improvement in the fisheries. 

There are nine pieces of net used in each canoe on this part of the coast, and each piece 
costs £1. The nets are generally barked by the fishermen. — {Lieut. W. Pennefather. C. G 
O. KUkee.) 

In Kilrush distiict, the fishermen use half-decked fishing boats, cutter-rigged, which are 
of a good description, and cost from £30 to £50. They also use canoes. The boats, ca- 
noes, and fishing gear, are in bad repair, owing to the poverty of the fishennen, to whom 
they belong. Some of the nets are of hemp, and cost £l 8s. each : others are of flax, and 
cost £1 3.5. They are made in the fishermen’s families; but are never barked, as the 
fishermen suppose that barked nets are not fit for this coast. 

There are not any lines used at Kilrush. — {Mr. Peake.) 

Some improvement has taken place in the fishing vessels used in the Shannon, which is 
ascribable to a trifling encouragement held out to them, at regattas. They ai'e built like 
hookers, decked fore and aft, but open in the centre or hold, and have one mast and three 
sails. Every vessel has eight nets, each forty yards long, and 140 inch-meshes deep. The 
canoes have smaller nets with similar meshes. 

Boiling is found to be preferable to any other process of preserving nets. The fishermen 
require to be taught to sink their nets in deep water; and they should have two nets vary- 
ing in the meshes. — ( The Rev. Mr. Duggan.) 

The boats and gear on the coast of Clare, are in a very bad state ; but in the construction 
of canoes, there has been an improvement since 1827. In that year-, the late Fishery Board 
caused a much larger canoe to be introduced, with a frame of broad ash hoops, and long 
deal battens ; and such canoes have been procured by all the fishermen possessing means. 

The sail-boats used by the Shannon fishermen, vary from six to twelve tons, and are built 
at little cost. The fishermen collect the materials, as they can spare money, lay the rope, 
and make the sails; — in short, except the weaving of the canvass, all is done by the fisher- 
men and their families ; and the cost is not more than £3 per ton. Boats of from ten to 
twelve tons ar'e very well adapted for the Fisheries here. 

* The only Herring fishery immediately at Seafield is in winter, although on other parts of the 
Malbay coast, the Herrings appear in summer. In Liseanor Bay, distant only two leagues from Sea- 
field, there is a summer fishery (Mr. Maude.) Q 
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lliere are not any schools of industry on the coast ( Mr. Patterson.) 

Bait. On Liscanor coast, herrings, mackerel, eels, and lugworms, are used for bait; and whett 

these fail, the fishermen buy limpets at 3d. per gallon, which are obtained on the rocks by 
women and children {Mr. Hore) 

The fishermen of Seafield ai’e never at a loss for bait, suited to the season — lugworms and 
limpets for Cod and Haddock ; whiting cut in pieces for Ling ; and herrings also make good 
bait. — {Mr. Maude.) 

On Doonbeg coast, the spillards are first shot in-shore, baited with lug ; and then they 
are baited with the small fish thus caught, and shot on the distant fishing grounds. Tlrere 
is seldom a scarcity of lug ; when it occurs, boiled limpets ai’e found to be good bait for 
small fish, particularly for Bream {Lieut. M^Nevin.) 

On Kilkee coast, the general baits ai-e mackerel, sprat, and blackworms ; for picking up the 
latter, the fishermen pay sixpence a quai't {Lieut. Pemefather.) 

'File Carrigaholt fishermen generally use lug, for Cod, Ling, Haddock, &c., or a long 
worm, found in the sand on this coast, in great abundance. Herrings, mackerel, and eel, 
are semetimes used. 

There could not be a scarcity of bait in the Shannon, if there were a small trawl for 
taking small fish in-shore. — { 2'he Rev. Mr. Duggan.) 

There is not any bait used on the Kilrush coast, there being no line-fishermen. — {Mr. 
Pealie.) 

There are not any mussel beds on the Clare coast.' — {Mr. Patterson,) 

Jlegiilaiioiis, The operations of the fishermen on the Malbay coast, are not stifticiently extensive to re- 

quire any regulations. 

There are various and many opinions among them upon injurious modes of fishing to be 
restrained; but where there is such visible poverty, there must also be complaints. — {Lieut, 
White, R.N) 

The use of oars in the Herring fisheries should be prohibited. Fishing on calm nights, 
and shooting nets before the stars appear, should also be interdicted. 

There ought to be a power to spread nets on any land, not tilled or in meadow. 

A coast officer is required to enforce regulations, aided by inferior officers appointed 
among the fishermen by themselves. ITiese authorities would be better than magisterial 
interference {2'he Rev. Mr. Duggan.) 

Herrings should not be taken in the Shannon Fisheries, until after the first week in July, 
and the fishing should then for a short time be limited to three or four days in the week.* 
No smaller mesh should be used than one inch ; but some have reduced their meshes to 
three-fourths of an inch ; and if this practice become general, which is not unlikely, it will 
be very injurious to the Fisheries. 

There is now no power to prevent a man from shooting his nets wherever and whenever 
he pleases; and if one fisherman should run across the other’s nets, and carry them away, 
the boats not being marked on the sails and quarters, as formerly, it is difficult for the in- 
jured party to prove who is the agressor, and even if he could, tlie only remedy is by pro- 
cess to the Quarter Sessions, which being a tedious and uncertain experiment, is seldom re- 
sorted to. 

Regulations are therefore necessary, to prevent premature fishing — to prevent the use of 
improper meshes — to fix the time of shooting and mooring nets — and to prevent fishermen 
from injuring the nets of other persons, when shooting, mooring, or hauling their own. 

The Oyster fisheries also require regulations. No Oysters should be taken before the 
middle of October, and then only on two or three days in the week, until the first or middle 
of November ; at present, dredging is commenced on the 1st of September, which is too 
early ; and it would be no inconvenience to the fishermen to commence later, as they have 
ample employment in the Herring fishery, which is at that time in its meridian. Dredging 
should be discontinued about the first week in April; but now, it is not stopped even on the 
30th of April, the appointed time ; it is continued as much longer as there is sale for the 
Oystei’s. Fishermen taking up large stones in the dredges, and throwing them down again 
oil the beds, should be punished by fine or otherwise. Boats shouldbe examined on arriving 
from the fishing places, and if any small Oysters be found on board, the fishermen ought to 
be punished. 

As the best Oyster beds cannot be dredged, from being so foul, a few boats with good 
tackle should be employed to clear them, by which, at a small expense, the Shannon Oyster 
Fisheries would be perhaps more than doubled in productiveness. — {Mr. Patterson.) 

Trawling within bays and haa’bours. should be prohibited ; and this mode of fishing ought 
only to be permitted in the open sea, from the 1st of November to the 1st of May, when- 
ever Hen-ings or Pilchards are not on the coast. 

No nets should be used in the Fisheries, with meshes less than 3^ inches from knot to 
, knot, except for taking Herrings, Mackerel, Pilchards, and Sprats. 

No nets, but trawls, should be used between sun-rise and sun-set. 

An armed vessel should be employed to enforce the observance of regulations, and pre- 
seiu'e order in the principal Fisheries ; and the powers of the local magistracy should be ex- 
tended, for the punishment of offences committed in fishing boats at sea. — f Mr. King, late 
an Inspector General of the Irish Fisheries.) 

* Except as to the period of the year, these are similar to the rules of the Claddagh fishermen, for 
the Galway harvest fishery. See Evidence talveii in Galway, page 10-5. 
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Fish sold m Liscanor, by the fishermen, to dealers living m the village, and also to Markets and 
dealers from the interior, by whom they ai-e conveyed for sale thi-ough the counties of Clare, Curing. 
Limerick, and Tipperary. The local supply is not equal to the consumption : as the dealers 
are obliged to procure a quantity of barrelled Hemngs from Limerick. Haddock, Cod 
Ling, and Hake, are sold at from 4s. to 20s. per dozen; Turbot, from Qd. to lOs each- 
HeiTings, from 2s. &d. to 5s. per hundred ; Mackerel, from to M. per dozen. TTie only 
fish cured, are Herrings and Bream, and not to much extent. Scotch-cured Herrings are 
soM for 5s. per hundi-ed; and Galway-cured Herrings for 2s. Qd. or 3s. per hundred Salt 
IS in sufficient supply at 2s or 2s. U. per cwt., and is obtained principally from Galway by 
sea ; but there is one small local manufactory {Mr. Hore \ ^ ^ ^ 

At Freagh the supply of Ml has never exceeded the local demand, and in general is not 
equal to it. hish are not cured here (Mr. Whitcombe.) 

At Seafield, the supply has never exceeded the demand, but is always under it. Herrings 
are sold fresh, at from 2s. to 5s. per hundred. Galway-cured Henings are sold for about 
3s. per hundred ; and the Scotch-cured Herrings sell for 2s. or 2s. 6d. more. None but 
^ so great— (Mr. 

At Doonbeg, the supply qf fisli has never exceeded the demand, but the quantity has 
uSST) prices. The supply is seldom equal to the demand {Lieut. 

On Kilkee coast, the supply of fish is by no means equal to the demand. Scotch Herrings 
are much used in winter. Lmg, Flerrings, and Mackerel, ai-e cured by families for their 
own use. •' 

Salt IS 3s. Qd. per cwt., and the supply is often short, when tliere is an abundant take of 
^ manufactured at Kilrush, eight miles distant.— (Lwwt. PemKfatker.') 

Within the Sha^nnon, the fish are sometimes sold to dealers, and sometimes conveyed to 
neighbounng markets by the fishermen themselves. 

The fish taken on tlie Malbay coast are all sold to dealers, and conveyed by them over 
land, to various markets. 

During the last fifteen years, only small quantities of Herrings have been taken in the 
Shannon Fisheries ; but previously, when 120 boats were employed, they made during a 
season oMoor months, from £80 to £100 each, -and 38 of the boats, then in tlie district of 
Qunm, bronght£4000 into It. Cod Lmg, Mackerel, and Skad, with a small quantity of 
Hemngs, are cored at Oan-igaholt. In 1835, the quantity of Mackerel and Stad cnid, 
was very gi-eat. . ’ 

SJt IS 3s. U. and 4s. per cwt. The quantity of fish taken, never supplies the local 
market throughout the ye^ ; and therefore a great deal of Scotch-cored Hemngs are used 
n winter and spring — (Tile Rev. Mr. Dvggan) ® 

At Kiltnsh, when only a smaU number of fish are brought in, they are sold to the 
dealers ■ but when there is a large supply, fish are sent to Limerick by the steamer, or con- 
veyed there by the fishermen. Xlie fish caught on this coast do not equal the demand. 

Psa/ts")”" md tliat is not great (Mr. 

There is an annual importation of Newfoundland fish to Limerick, with which the towns 
are supplied. 

There are not any facilities for curing on the coast, and for want of them, curers are pre- 
vented fr^ speculating. They might be provided in one or two stations at a small expense. 



When Herrings were cure^ at Kilrush, for the bounty, they v 
vious custom, gutted with knives. 



expense, 
contrary to the pre- 

About the year 1826, by way of experiment, I cured one thousand Herrings, without 
thc heads; md at the end of three years they were much superior to those cured with the 
heads, and but one year m pckle. If tins practice were adopted, it would be a great im- 
piovement . the cost of one ban-el m six, would be saved ; and as it is the qnantit| of oil in 
cSeS wfthonUta^^ ’ be much superior and moie whLsome if 

There ai-e several manufactories 

tS. '“miderable importations of it from Liverpool— Patterson.) 

Ine fishermen ol Liscanor -n >r>:cx>..«ui.w i ,'i n . ' 



■j • ■ *^iserable circumstances; and the use of ardent snirits Condition of tlif. 

thT“‘ Abonrs'x°t““ ^"^l T ''a ^ eannot fish in rough wea- Fishermen 

thei. About sixty of them are solely dependent on fishing, and about seventy-four are 
engaged partly m agi-icultin-e. Diose who have land are In preferable circumstances to 



“ J ° I.- 41 . , > V. kaiiAA ui c lu pjeieraoie circumstances to 

theotheis; and their cabins are well thatched, clean and comfortable, while those of the 
fotfnv n!S "" ‘iilapidated condition. Lea land, or stubble land ploughed and manured, is 
let foi potato-ground at £G an acre ; and unmanured stubble land is let at £4 an acre • the 
fai-rn rent of such land is £2 an aa-e.— (M-. Hore.) 

fishermen are very poor. Some are altogether dependent on fishing : 
othe s are employed partly in agricultural labour. Those who have not land, spend hfif 

£S V 7 f 7 ““"d. “t £3 an acre ; and ploughed stubble land at 

£^nTc7 f '“ds are let at from £1 lOs. to 

dilSer M “ n?” O'™ resonrees, as well as widows and 

bnuhftis ^ ■ 

liaS"veiv fishermen are very poor, and peaceable. Tliose without land 

fiave very httle employment, and their families are half starving. Tlie fishermen’s farms 

Q 2 
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extend from one to three acres, and are held at similar rents to those paid by other occu- 
piers of small fai'ms, from £2 to £3 an acre. — {Mr. Maude.) 

Disabled fishermen on this coast are left to their own resources, to their relations, or beg- 
ging. Widows and children are left destitute. — {Lieut. White, R.N^ 

On Doonbeg coast, the fishermen are not in so good a condition as agricultural labourer s, 
and are so poor that they are unable to use ardent spirits. Con-acre for potatoes is let un- 
ploughed and unmanured, at from £4 to £5 an acre •, and the farm rent of this land is from 
£1 to £l 105. an acre. The fishermen who occupy land are best off, but both classes have 
miserable habitations. — {Lieut. M^Nevin.) 

On the Kilkee coast, the fishermen are moral and amenable, and as abodynot injuriously 
addicted to the use of ardent spirits. Those who have land sufficient to give their families 
])Otatoes, are better off than persons without land, who are obliged to take con-acre at a 
high rent. The fishermen who have least land are unquestionably more frequently employed 
inlfishing. A fisherman without land may be rated as fishing during two-thirds of the sea- 
son in which fishing is practicable ; and those who have four or five acres _ of land, may be 
rated as being employed only during one-tliird of the season. Con-acre is generally taken 
for two years. Upland ground is let without manure, at £6 an acre; and stubble land at 
£4 45. or £5. The land is but seldom ploughed ; if it be manured there is seldom more 
than one crop allowed, and for that one an advance of £l an acre is made in tlie rent. All 
lands on this coast are let by the Irish acre. About one-half, or two-thirds more than the 
rent of farms is chai-ged for con-acre — {Lieut. Pemefatlier.) , , , , • , 

The Carrigaholt fishermen are moral, and, as a body, sober. Nearly all have land, either 
small farms, or con-acre ; and those who have not any land seek employment as labourers 
when they cannot fish, and their families beg about the country. They are not at present 
more than four months employed in fishing ; but under an encouraging system, and good re- 
gulations, they might be employed tlirough the whole of the year — ( The Rev. Mr. Duggan.) 

Tlie Kilrush fisheimen in general have a small portion of land, and their condition is 
miserable — {Mr. Peake) , 

The fishermen on the Clare coast are a very hardy and hard-working race of men, gene- 
rally speaking of sober habits. For many years, there was a considerable smuggling trade 
in brandy, geneva, tobacco, &c. ; and this trade being more profitable than the fishing, 
the latter was almost totally neglected ; but smuggling having been stopped, about 1823, 
by the Coast Guard, the fishermen and shore population became miserably poor. They 
had neglected the fisheries, were left without means to prosecute them ; and, if it had not 
been that about the same time the late Fishery Board was established, hundreds must 
have famished. ITie measures of that Board considerably increased the fisheries, and the 
fishermen were advancing gradually to a state of comparative comfort; but the pecuniary 
aid which they thus obtained having been since withdrawn, they have again retrograded 
into a state of miserable destitution — {Mr. Patterson.) 

Tliere are not any loan funds or benefit societies on the Malbay coast of Clare. 

The effect produced by the loan fund of the late Fishery Board, was an improvement in 
the condition of those who obtained loans. Since the extinction of the fund, they have 
found difficulty in procuring materials for either boats or gear, as they cannot obtain them 



on creaic. 

Grants would be necessary, to enable them to obtain better boats and gear — {Lieut. 
fVhite, R.2^.) 

'Fhe Doonbeg fishermen did not obtain any loans from the late Fishery Board — {Lieut. 



M'lsevm.) 

By loans from the late fund, the fishermen on the Kiikee coast obtained better canoes 
and better gear than they had been using ; and since the extinction of the fund, they 
have had inuch difficulty in procuring materials. When these are obtained on credit, the 



charges are usurious. 

The best way to promote the fisheries on this coast, would be to encourage the building 
of good boats, and to erect quays with curing-houses — {Lieut. Pennefather) 

At Carrigaholt, the late fishery loan fund did not improve the condition of those who 
obtained loans. They always contrived to get part of the loans in cash, which was applied 
to the payment of rents, or to meet other pressing demands. 

1 am entirely opposed to loans for fisheimen, having witnessed the misery produced, by 
enforcing re-payment of those already given. 

Tlie fishermen have experienced much difficulty in obtaining materials, since the extinc- 
tion of the late loan fund ; but they have not suffered so much as they did in re-paying the 
loans of the late Fishery Board. When materials are obtained on credit, the charges made 
are usurious. i 

Bounties should be given instead of loans. — ( The Rev. Mr. Duggan.) 

On the Clare coast, within the Shannon, there are no loan funds, nor are the fishermen 
assisted by the local banks. They are too poor to avail themselves of savings banks or 
benefit societies. 

The loan fund of the late Fishery Board was of material benefit to the Fisheries and 
fishermen, but not proportionably to the sums advanced, owing to the abuses which pre- 
vailed. Tlie traders, on whom orders were given for fishing materials, furnished me with 
accounts of the articles alleged to have been supplied, verified by solemn declarations ; but 
in the last summer during which this fund was in operation, I discovered, that instead of 
fishing materials, as set forth in the accounts, cash was given in a great many instances, at 
a discount of fifteen per cent., and in other instances weai'ing apparel was given. _ I made 
this discovery just in time to stop general payments, from one trader alone, exceeding £40. 
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Tiie fishermen have little or no credit, and consequently meet much difficulty in pro- 
curing materials. 

If loans were now made to them, to be re-paid by instalments after a reasonable time, 
they would improve the Fisheries, and raise the fishermen to a state of comfort. — {Mr. Pat- 
terson^ 

Tlie late fishery loan fund, and the piers erected by the Fishery Board, have been the 
means of bringing into cultivation thousands of acres on the remote coasts of Ireland. — {Mr. 
King, late an Inspector General of the Irish Fisheries.) 



BOATS AND MEN ENGAGED IN THE FISHERIES— COUNTY CLARE. 



Decked Vessels. Half-decked Vessels. Open Sail -boats. Row-boats, j 

,rd Station. Coast Guard Officer. 

No. Tonnage Men. No. Tonnage Men. No, Men. No. ' Men. 

an ... Lt. V.P. Hunter 7 88 35 12 60 41 165 

... Mr. Wm. Here ... 42 122 

. Mr. H. Whitcombe 30 150 

... Mr. J. Maude ' .. 80 240 

... Lt. J. M'Nevin ... 20 6l 

... Lt. W.Pennefather ... 44 190 

... Lt. C. E. Blisset 77 308 

... Mr. J. Peake 27 81 ... I ... 




COUNTY KERRY. 

Dingle, June 15, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners— Messrs. Barry and Townsend. 

Present — The Hon. Major Mullins, J.P., Dingle; John Hickson, Esq., of the Grove, D.L., and 
Sovereign of Dingle j Captain F. Eager, of Minard, J.P. ; David P. Thompson, Esq., 

Burnham House, J.P., Agent to Lord Ventet; Captain Creagh, Inspecting Commander, 

C.G., Dingle ; P. Grey, Esq., Manager of the Dingle Branch of the National Bank ; Doctor 
Blenkerhasset ; Rev. Mr. Heady, P.P. of Brandon; Rev. Dr. Foley, P.P., Dingle; 

Rev. Mr. O’Sullivan, R.C.C., Dingle ; Samuel Rothwell, Esq., Dingle ; with several 
other Gentlemen, and a large body of the Fishermen of Dingle, and the Trammel Owners of 
Minard. 

Witnesses — Robert Collier, Jeremiah Fennertt, Patrick Devane, and Patrick Keat, 
of Dingle, Fishermen; John Connor, a Trammel Owner; and Joseph Rouff, Master 
of a Boat. 

The Rev. Dr. Foley states, that he has been acquainted with Dingle thirty-two years ; that tlie Present, contrasted 
condition of the fishermen was, at the most remote period of his recollection, incompai'ably with the former 
better than it is at present. They were formerly in the habit of consuming meat, of being them- state of the Dingle 
selves well clothed, and having their families comfortable. That state of prosperity was gra- Fisheries, 
dually diminished, since the coarse linen trade flourished in Dingle, w'hich began to decline 
about 1818, and till tlien afforded a permanent source of profitable employment to the wives and 
children of the fishermen; since then, the only period of prosperity that has existed, was during 
the latter years of the bounty. The Fisheries were just beginning to revive, and to furnish an 
important source of employment and general trade, when every kind of encouragement was 
abolished, about six years ago. In order to aggravate the misfortune of such a change, a 
Fishery Officer was left for some time longer, whose only duty was to call in the small loans 
which had been issued to the fishermen ; while, at the same time, the bounties, which 
afforded the chief source for their payment, were wholly discontinued. 

The production bounty on fish was peculiarly valuable to the poorer class of fishermen. Benefits of Pro- 
and the suddenness of its withdrawal was extremely injurious. Since then, the Fisheries Auction Bounty, 
have been gradually declining, and the people have been sinking into poverty. Many of 
the men have emigrated, leaving their wives and families wandering mendicants. 'Fhe 
greatest wretchedness prevails at this moment ; and if there be not some system of relief, 
those who follow the trade must abandon it altogether. Nothing could have been more fa- 
vourable to a regeneration of the Fisheries, than tlie kind of encouragement given by the 
late Fishery Board. 

The loan fund furnished the poor man with the means of purchasing or repairing his boat Loan Funds, 
and fishing materials. The bounty on fish was at the same time both the means and the 
inducement to accumulating a stock of cured fish, which, at a favourable period, was either 
sold to extensive dealers, or exported to the most advantageous markets. ITius, the fisher- 
man found himself in possession of a little capital, necessarily accumulated by the system, 
riie 4s. bounty afforded him ample means of purchasing salt, and of procuring other neces- 
saries ; he was industrious and frugal in accumulating as much fish as possible ; the fresh market 
was always abundantly and steadily supplied, at a reasonable and remunerating price. At 
{iresent the case is wholly altered, there being neither means of taking or curing, nor the 

* Some of these fishermen without boats. 
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same inducement to cure that formerly existed. The fresh market is glutted whenever any 
quantity is taken ; and the fishernten being obliged to submit to any terms offered to them 
by a set of persons called jokers, who combine to keep down the prices, and who oftentimes 
have the fishermen in their power, by having made them trifling advances. The fresh fish 
thus sold at very low prices afford them but a scanty subsistence ; and in the winter season, 
they have the mortification to see their own town supplied with Scotch Henings, and bv 
Irisli-cured fish, sold at four times the price at which their necessities oblige them to sell 
theirs fresh. 

The class of boats used by the fishermen of Dingle has always been of a very inferior 
description ; they are heavy, stout open yawls, about twenty to twenty-four feet keel, eight 
feet beam, and from three to four feet deep, with two masts and spritsails. They are 
excellent sea-boats, but they afford no shelter ; and the sprit-pole, which is remarkably 
long, is very apt to escape from the strap in which it is stepped, and to perforate the side 
of die boat. They occasionally use four remarkably heavy oars : and so sti-ong has the pre- 
judice been in favour of that class of boats, that in 1823, when Mr. Barry was administer- 
ing a fund for the relief of the Dingle fishermen who received the grant from Government, 
in consequence of the effects of a dreadful storm, he made several ineffectual efforts to in- 
duce them to substitute a better class of small hookers. 

Ml’. Grey states, that he remembered Mr. Barry having offered to pay half, or two-thirds 
of the cost of a certain number of hookers, and having brought an experienced hooker- 
builder from Kinsale to execute the work, but the proposal was rejected; and Mr. Grey 
believes, that if the hookers had been built altogether for them, they w'ould have rel’used to 
use them, prefeiring, as they did, the boats of the old plan. 

Robert Collier, a fisherman, admits that the Dingle fishermen were very wrong at that 
time, and that they would now be very glad to use hookers, if they had the means of pro- 
curing them; but their objections to the change were not wholly groundless. There was 
not then, nor is there now, a sufficiency of shelter accommodation in the harbour. Hookers 
are not so easily hauled up in case of storm as their present boats. Tliere formerly was an 
abundant bay or inshore fishery, for which the open boats were quite sufficient ; however, 
between trammels and scans, the bay fishery has totally failed, and the people now feel 
convinced, that in order to follow the fish into the deep sea, they must have a class of ves- 
sels that will afford accommodation and shelter. 

They use spillards, about 300 hooks to each boat, for taking Cod, Haddock, Gurnet, 
Sole, and Plaice ; hand lines for the Hake fishery ; and sometimes long lines for Cod, 
Ling, and Eel. 

Mr. Rothwell is the owner of a small cutter of thirty tons; and having been for several 
years acquainted with the fisheries of the east coast of Ireland, came to Dingle in Februai’y 
last, for the purpose of trj'ing what could be done on tliat coast ; has been about one month 
at work ; has five men, to whom he pays from twenty to thirty shillings per montli each ; is 
equipped with long lines, hand lines, &c. and provided with salt and other accommodations 
for curing on board. Gets an abundance of mussel and lug bait. Has generally fished 
about a mile off Dowlas Head, where he has taken large quantities of Plaice, and finest 
black Soles, — but the fish of which he has taken the most are Haddock, of the finest quality, 
which he cures, otherwise fishing here would be attended with no profit, as, in the present 
state of the fish trade in this quarter, flat fish, or that which is suited only to the fresh 
market, is hardly worth taking, and the consequence is, that it is as often scai’ce as abun- 
dant in the market. The jokers (carrying defers or cadgers,) who furnish the principal 
source of demand, have combined against buying his fish, and he has in consequence been 
generally obliged to make presents of his flat fish. Black Soles, the finest in the world, are 
sold to the jokers at fj-oin \\d. to Ad. per couple. He has cured some remarkably fine Cod, 
Ling, Haddock, and Eels, and it is his intention, when he has accumulated a full cargo, to 
proceed with it either to Lisbon or the Mediterranean ; is quite convinced that the fisher- 
men of this quarter never can be prosperous, until they are in a position to enable them to 
cure the bulk of their talce, either for export or domestic sale, in the season when fish is 
valuable. Thinks that, under such circumstances, the fresh market would be better, be- 
cause more regularly supplied than at present; entertains strong hopes of the success of his 
undertaking ; is quite satisfied of the productiveness of the coast in fish, although there are 
througi) the Bay of Dingle, only patches of clean ground where it is sgie to shoot lines. 

The Sound of the Blaskets abounds in the finest flat fish ; and Cod and Ling are found 
in the largest quantities off Bray Head, neai’ Portmagee. 

Patrick Keay, a fisherman, states that there is a bank about twenty-five leagues W.N.W. 
of the Blaskets ; at least it is such a distance in those bearings, that you sink the Peak 
of Brandon Head. Was many years in a Revenue cutter, and in the habit of taking 
large quantities of the finest fish on this bank. Its appearance is denoted by unusual numbers 
of sea fowl. Has spoken to several persons, who having passed over it in coasting vessels, 
had in a short time nearly filled the decks with Cod, Ling, and Eels, in about thirty-five 
fatlioms water. 

Jeremiah Fennerty, a very old fisherman, remembers, about forty years ago, on his 
return from Lisbon, to have taken fish on this bank as fast as the lines could be hauled in ; 
has never since gone upon the same bank, because there was no craft in the harbour fit for 
such a distant fishery ; thinks the Dingle fishermen will never be well off, until they have 
proper vessels fit for going to the deep sea. 

Upon the whole, Mr. Rothwell is convinced that it is possible, by proper arrangement, 
to take more fish in a week here, than in a month on the east coast, owing, as he believes, 
to the serious injury done in the latter place by the practice of trawling. Mr. Rothwell 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COUNTY KERRY. 



127 



states, that the Dingle fishermen are decidedly the most miserable he has seen any where 
They occupy habitations of the most miserable description, erected onground taken by jobbers ' 
many years ago from the proprietors. Some of the houses ai-e built by themselves, othei-s ' 
are rented. 

The Commissioners examined in person some of those habitations. Tliey are crowded ( 
together m narrow lanes, without either gardens or yards. One house, which they mea- ( 
sured, was little more than eight feet square; it was the residence of five in family • the I 
annual rent w^ one guinea ; and the squallid and wretched appearance of the inmates of all 
the houses, sufficiently proved the truth of tlie statement, that they were, during the pre- 
valence of cholera, peculiai-ly afflicted by that awful visitation, and that they <renerally are 
prolific receptacles ior every contagious disease that prevails. 

The Dingle fishermen have no land whatsoever attached to their houses. Those who are 
provident enough to wish to cultivate potatoes, are solely dependent on what is called score 
gi-ound— another name for con-acre— for which they pay from the rate of from £5 to £8 
per acre, manuring it themselves; but sometimes stipulating that they shall have the same 
piece ot gi-ound lor two successive seasons. 

Doctor Blennerhs^set thinks, that in order to make them more enterprising fishermen. 

It is desirable that they should be solely dependent on the sea, and have no land. This 
also is the opinion of many gentlemen ; but Patrick Devane, a fisherman, thinks that there 
IS nothing that would more effectually serve the fishermen, than the possession of a small 
piece of land near their houses, on which they may grow potatoes. Let it be ever so bad, 
thej- would make it good in time, by constant manuring, if it was their own by lease. The 
score-ground is never well tilled, and seldom gives them potatoes for more than three 
months. Some few people, who have little bits of ground of their own, are much better 
off than the rest, and never know the want of food. Those who have no land are cared for 
by nobody. They are not in direct contact with any influential or respectable landlords, 
who would take an interest m promoting their welfare. The person from whom they hire 
the score-ground often keeps the whole crop for the rent, and never permits them to dig the 
potatoes and take them away, till all is paid. Three-fourths of the year, they are depen- 
dent on the markets. j t 

Doctor Foley states, and the magistrates present fully confirm tJie statement, that they are r 
generally a peacable, well-conducted, industrious, and hai’dy race ; patient under the severest 
privations ; that at no period within the memory of all present, have they had to contend with 
moi e distress than lately ; that some acts of disturbance, which have lately occurred in their 
conflicts with the trammel owners, may be considei-ed in a gi-eat measure attributable to the 
madness oi despair and starvation, as well as to the unsettled state of the law, which for- 
merly pronounced illegal those nets to which they attributed their distress, and which they 
considered themselves entitled to destroy. 

Robert Collier, a fisherman, states, that trawling has never been practised on this coast r 
to any extent. It was once attempted in Brandon Bay by the Limerick boats, but they R- 
were soon forced by the local fishermen to cut and run. Trammel nets he considers par- ' 
ticulaiiy objectionable. ^ 

.John Connor, a trammel owner, states that he has been about two years using trammel x 
nets. They have been known in this quarter about nine or ten years. They are used 
chiefly for taking Hake, whenever large shoals of that fish fall into the bays ; the general 
season is from October to Christmas, according to the weather. He produced a piece of 
netting of the general size used, which is made of a thin twine, with a mesh of about two 
inches from knot to knot. Each piece of trammel is generally about fifty meshes deep and 
fi-om twenty to thirty fathoms long, with a cork rope and a foot rope. Tlie top or cork 
rope floats on the surface of the water, and the weight attached to the foot rope is just 
sufficient to keep the net erect m the water. ITiese nets are generalh' moored lifter sun- 
set, sometimes after night-fall, and are hauled before sun-rise, except in cases where storms 
prevent their being taken up. Large quantities of Halce are meshed in them. Thev are 
generally found alive, except when the fishermen are prevented by storms from hauling the 
nets: then the fish are found dead, and often putrid. ^ 

Seven or eight pieces of trammel-nets are joined together, but belonging to different per- 
sons, are generally set m ten to fifteen fathoms water, at a distance varyingfrom a quarter to 
opposite to Minard, m Dingle Bay, which in that point is about seven miles wide. 

Die Dingle boats usually fish with lines, about four miles from this place They do some- 
times fish at the same place, but veiy seldom. 

Tr^mels are much used by the small farmers near Mnard, some of whom occasionally 
fish with lines, and have boats, but many have trammels who have no boats, nor land, nor 
other means of livelihood. 

The fish taken are generally cured and dried ; pait are consumed at home, and the re- 
mainder generally sold at Tralee; very few are sold fresh. 

A piece of trammel, of twenty-five fathoms, costs about £l 10s., and the owner will 
make from £6 to £7 by the fish taken in it. 



General Conduct. 



Objectionable 
Modes of Fishing. 



niese nets ai-e gener^ly on the increase, and had become a great resource to many 
persons previously destitute; and several are now begging inconsequence of being nre- 
ventedfi'om using them. ^ 

Thomas Murphy states that he is owner of a boat used by persons who have trammels, 
but are not possessed of boats. He receives one-half of the fish taken, for the use of his 
boat ; and his share has in one year, amounted to £15. 

The trammels generally belong to the poorest class of persons, who had no other means 
m subsistence, and who are now suffering very gi-eat distress since they were discontinued. 
Many poor widows, and others, have been driven to begging. 
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They are generally set opposite to Minard Castle, from one quarter mile, to one mUe and 
a half from the shore. Sometimes from ten to twenty pieces, of twenty to thirty fathoms 
each, are joined together. There are corks on the top rope, which generally tept them 
near the surface of the water, but the weight at the foot rope was sometimes so great as to 
sink the nets to the bottom. The depth of the water was there from eight to twelve fa- 
thoms, and that of the net, not more than two, so that there was a considerable space either 
above the net, or below it, through which fish could uninterruptedly pass. 

The trammels ai-e set wherever the people think they can get fish, but never westward of 
West Minard Point, and never at a greater distance from the shore than two and a half miles. 
At Minard, the bay is about six or seven miles wide. 

Joseph Rouff, a Scotchman, states that he is thirty years resident at Dingle. He is mas- 
ter of Mr. Hussey’s boat. 

He believes that the use of trammels is prejudicial to the fisheries of Dingle. About 
four yeai-s ago he was fishing off Bull Head ; on the first day each man had thirty Hake, on 
the next day, the first thing he took was a dead Hake, hooked by the belly, and after that 
no fish was taken. 

The fishermen immediately went to Ventry, about seven miles distant, and took fish in a 
greater quantity than the first day ; believes that the fish will invariably avoid any place 
where the dead fish lie, and knows that where trammels ai'e used, half strangled fish, that 
escape from the nets, will be found dead upon the bottom. 

He does not remember a worse yeai' in Dingle for fish, than the present, but does not 
know what cause to attribute it to. It might have been the bad weather, but cannot say 
whether the trammels caused tlie scarcity. 

He has often seen trammels in the water, but the cork rope is rarely on the surface, and 
the foot rope is generally on the bottom. 

The best Hake fishing gi-ound is generally off West Minard, when the shoals fall into 
the bay; and he has often killed fish in great quantities at Awnascail, east of Minard, in 
seven fathoms water. 

His reason for thinking trammels injurious to the fishery is, that they ai’e sometimes left 
so long in the water, from bad weather or other excuses, that the fish die and cause the 
shoals to leave the bay. That they are often allowed to remain by day in the water ; that 
they operate as stop-nets ; and that they injure the spawn of fish, by sometimes scraping on 
the ground. 

He admits that dead fish have been at times thrown in upon the coast, even in places 
where no trammels are used. 

Robert Collier, who has been a line fisherman of Dingle twenty years, and captain of a 
boat, states that twenty pieces of trammels are sometimes joined together. To each piece, 
there are several stones of about three pounds weight, fastened by straps to the bottom, and at 
each junction of the pieces there is a stone about half a hundred weight, all of which effec- 
tually keep the nets on the bottom, and the corks on the top rope, only keep them upright 
in the water, so that they injure and destroy the spawn and the weak fish. The buoy line 
is invariably long enough to enable tlie nete to sink to the bottom. 

He has sometimes taken a trammel that broke from its moorings, after a storm, with fisli . 
in it so putrid that the smell was very offensive. 

He has frequently seen trammels out at noon, when the weather was so mild that they 
might have easily been taken up. 

This year is one of the worst they have had in Dingle for a long time, owing to tram- 
mels. 

He himself used to kill one thousand Hake during the season, while now, he does not 
get two hundred. These nets ai'e increasing to such an extent, that if they are continued 
Dingle fishermen must go beg. 

No trammels have been used since the seizure in November last. The season has been 
as bad since then for fish, as it was before, owing to bad weather. 

The fishing ground off Minard Head, is the best in the bay, and fish have often been 
taken in great abundance off Awnascail, which is higher up than Minai’d. 

The shoals of Hake go up to spawn about the first week in September, and on their re- 
turn after spa\vning, they used to be taken in great abundance by the Dingle line fishermen 
before the trammels were used, but those nets now interrupt their progress to the sea, and 
the line fishermen get no fish. 

The fish taken in the trammels is of a very inferior quality, being generally found bruised 
and battered. 

The trammels were often seen in the water by day, and were scarcely ever hauled before 
ten o’clock in the morning. 

'The Dingle fishermen cannot go to the deep sea, and are necessarily obliged to fish in 
the sheltered grounds within the bay, because their boats are too small, and afford no shel- 
ter from the weather, and they are so extremely poor that they cannot procure better.* 

He states that there is another description of net called the deep sea sean, lately in- 
troduced, and now very general upon the coast; (for particular description of the deep sea 
sean-net, see evidence taken at Valentia.) Since these nets have been used, the Bay-her- 
ring fishery has totally failed. The greatest evil is, that they are always used by day. 

In September last, a large shoal of Herrings made its appearance in Ventry harbour. 

* The Evidence as to the seizure of the trammel nets of Dingle Bay in 1835, by the line fishermen, 
with the regulations for fishing with trammels in future, issued by the Board of Public Works, in pur- 
suance of the existing Fishery Laws, wiU be found in the Appendix. 
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Six or seven boats, with those nets, took in the course of the dav 
of each. The regular drift-uets took „„ fertWruigS: and thS « 

nng to be seen m the harbour next day. He has frequently taken nineteen thousand Her 
rings m one night m Ventiy harbour with drift-nets. tnousand Her- 

These seau-nets are particularly mischievous in harbours, operating as stop-nets and ore 

.nade-inSn^glhrm, 

Toir^XHZSfn^^tell” 

Herrings shewed on this ground, and was surrounded by a larse sean^ but 

weighty that it sunk the net, which it became impossible to^haul ’ ft f 

The Rev. Ml. Healj, P.P. of Brandon, states that no trammels have been used in Bran p -t t i'- i 

fishermen. Believes that they do interfere vith the^ti sev^/s^Td if the? muh ri? 
m W PiT ? Jat they have been lately increasing, they w?l become vet? WuS 
to the Hake fishery of the bay, but admits that they are a very productive mode of TS m 
and » yet, they greatly mcrease the general quantity taken. His greatest apprehenshtn f 
that they mil mcrease too rapidly tf not restrained or limited in number ■*. 

All descriptions of fishing nets and lines are remarkably well manufactured in Dingle M , c- 
Dressed hemp fit for spinning, is 9d. per lb. ; the cost of spinning is 3d. A string of “on? 

lines with 450 hooks, costs about £ 1 . Each boat should have nine of those ® ® 

All present unite in declaring that no species of encouragement could be equal in its ad- Bonntie. 
vantages to a production bounty on cured fish. ° 4 tu iii its aa counties. 

Mr. Rothwell says, the fishermen are miserably poor, and oblieed to sell tbf.;.- fie), ft-oeP ti, r - u 
for half nothing to the jolters, who avail themsel^Lf their dSs The Fishermen. 

f ‘‘‘T i fishermen at present, that although there is 

an abundmt supply of salt m Dmgle, the fishermeu are not able to purchase It, fnd if they 
eveu couldget the salt on credit, they cannot afford to keep the fish for curing; they fie? 
qiiently sell for 2d. to the jokers, what, if enred, would in a little time produce^dd. ?Vhcn 

price of f|sh fish fluctuates iu a ?ios nnuatum ltgtref.h“'ets“^^^^^^^ 
as to afford no remuneration to the takers. This must necessarily be the?ase where therl 
to furnish an uumterrupted and steady demand for aiy surplus not required fm 
tlie demand of tlie fresh market. In fact, no fishing community can possibly be prosperous 
where there is not an extensive system of curing. The produeton bounty, ?hilek elisted 
vas just beginning to induce a respectable class of curers to undertake the trade, but since 
the bounty has been abolished, they have abandoned it altogether; the greatest dissatisfac 
tion having prevailed at the manner m which the people we?e treated ^ 

Akhough the pnceoffresh fish is at present miserably low, it is quite certain that the 

to tlie de’mand ouZe ter^g? 

Scotch fish is sold at present in the town of Dingle, and the demand even for fresh fish 

lor the mterior of the county, would merease as fast as the supply could be multiplied li 
such a certain supply could be counted upon as would be suffleieM to induce comLtkion 
sTrnZ? ‘"totmediate class of dealers through whom it can be conveyed to dlstam eZm 

Mr. Rothwell says, that faelllties of transport to good markets in the interior, would be 
most impoitant both to the takers and the consumers. 

A Cod bought iu Dingle for 5d., sometimes sells in Tralee for Is 6d 
Mr Hickson thinks that a well regulated loan fund, repayable in small instalments, would 
Af *w ‘l*e best description of encouragement. Remembers that 

1 ^*^ bstttter Inspector of Fisheries, told him that the poor people were re- 
markably punctual in the repayment of the loans which they got. Thi systemZas scarcely 

twoyemsm operation, therefore, there was hardly time foiZ effect, and the snddei 

ess with which it was withdrawn, left the people in a worse condition than they were before 
t, H ckson fears that loans could not be well worked by local associations, and he 

ZpTo?::.“iZsroZhrf„?z™^^^ •>'* 

Ioe?° 0'S"llivan. R.C.C., thinks that if the fund was advanced free of interest to 

““posed of the magistracy, the clergy, and other intelligent and resnec 
mble ^rsoiis, they may be enabled by charging the legal interest, which the tisheiman could 
ment rfthe fuS’ “““ of remunerating responsible persons for the manage- 

Doctor Egan, the R. C. Bishop in Kerry, manages a similaj- fund of £500. He uavs £2 
per cent, and charges £5; the difference meets afi expenses; and althZgh *7^ if.? 
hem several years in operation, it is quite undimluished. “ 

wbr?”™' persons may be found 

gf XZfhnT^ ° 'SZ T P™ seeurityfor their correctneis, and ma^ 

fZ ap . T ^ P ** gentlemen who are sent by the Government 

from distant places, and must therefore be highly paid. He himself Iia.? been for 'a long 

R 
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time in the habit of giving small loans to the fishermen of the town, and he never lost a 
guinea b-y it. Has known several instances of poor tradesmen — butchers, and others — having 
been brought to the means of acquiring a comfortable subsistence by a small loan of 
money. 

P. Grey, Esq., is convinced, from his experience as manager of the Dingle branch of the 
National Bank, that a well regulated system of small loans would be highly advantageous. 
Ihinks that a respectable body of individuals may be found in Dingle, and other such 
places, to .superintend the administration of such a fund. Thinks that no man is deserving 
of existence, who will not, under such circumstances, devote a portion of liis time and labour 
to alleviating the distresses of his poor townsmen. Remembers well, that dnring the pre- 
valence of cholera, and upon other distressing occasions, no want of such a body was ex- 
perienced in Dingle. It would not, however, be reasonable,, to expect that such persons 
should become personally responsible; and if that condition were annexed, most assuredly 
no associations would be formed — at least, they would not be composed of those individuals 
who would be most likely to administer the fund fairly, and withont jobbing. The stipen- 
diary officer was not rendered formerly personally liable ; therefore, why should an honorary 
association of benevolent individuals? Altliough Mr. Grey’s instructions from the Bank do 
not authorise him to discount any bills less than £5, nor for a longer period than three 
months, he has been in the habit of taking upon himself to give much smaller loans, and for 
a longer time. His general dealings are upon a small scale with the farmers, and the ope- 
rative classes; and although his issues are from £1000 to £1500 a week since October last, 
he has not up to this day, a single unpaid bill over-due in his Bank. The small loans of 
which Mr. Grey speaks, have not extended to the fishermen. Their situation is too desti- 
tute, their livelihood too precarious, and they are so completely without a stake, that, under 
present circumstances, he could not feel warranted in advancing them the money of others; 
but while a trader of Dingle, he has had large dealings with that class of persons, and inva- 
riably found them honest, hard-working, and as punctual as they could be. There is another 
j-eason why he and others are at present more cautious in their dealings with the fishermen 
than they used to be. Efforts have been lately made to excite a spirit of emigi-ation amongst 
the poor of this country, and there appears to be an idea prevailing that it is their only re- 
source. The spirit exists at present to an extent in a great degree mischievous. It has 
unsettled the minds of many who could prosper well at home and it lias unhappily in- 
duced others to commit frauds for the purpose of obtaining the means of emigrating. 

The Rev. Dr. Foley adds,. “ I greatly fear a loanfund, without some other encouragement, 
would operate as a bounty on emigration.” 

Mr. Grey further states, that he has had numerous dealings in small sums, with the poorest 
class of persons on his own account, widows, and others who have no means but what thej’ 
may procure by the profit on rearing and fattening a- pig. In September last, he lent a poor 
woman ten shillings to purchase a pig, which she sold within six montlis for two guineas. 
The difference afforded her ample means of subsistence, and without the pig as a partner 
in the consumption of the potatoes, she could not have paid for her own food. The fund 
should be exclusively a fishery loan fund, and not available to farmers and others not 
fishermen. Remembers the time of the old Fishery Loan Fund ; there was a gi-eat deal 
of abuse, owing probably to the want of local knowledge on the part of the officer, which 
would be completely obviated by the plan of loc^ committees. In some cases the orders 
given for materials were sold for money, and in otliers, cloches and other articles were taken 
in tlieir stead. This generated habits of deceit, improvidence, and irregularity, and the 
parties acting so were seldom punctual. Loans should be repayable in very small instal- 
ments, and not at remote periods, so as constantly to keep alive a recollection of the debt, 
and to meet the earnings of the borrowers. Inducements should be held out to as speedy 
a liquidation of the debt as the resources of the borrower would admit, and the whole sys- 
tem should be under the control of some superintending department, with whom the local 
associations should account, and to whom periodical returns should be made at short in- 
tervals. 

The Rev. Mr. Healy advanced to Michael Pendy, a very poor man, a resident nearthe pier 
of Brandon, £1 to pay in part for a canoe which cost £3; the builder having given him 
credit for the other £2. He repaid the loan, and discharged his debt to the builder within 
two months, and he is now the owner of two canoes, and a stout boat, most reputably main- 
taining his family. 

The Honorable Major Mullins states, that improvement to tlie pier at Dingle is an object 
of the first importance. An old quay or pier had formerly existed, and in 1823 the Fishery 
Boai'd directed that a new pier should be erected at some distance from it, affording 
deeper water. It was accordingly commenced and raised to the height of six or seven feet, 
but the contractor, a person of the name of Simpson, finding that its completion would be 
too expensive, determined to abandon the new work, and to make an addition to the old 
pier, winch was accordingly done. He was even desirous to remove the wliole of the mate- 
rials from the new work and a portion of the stones was taken away, but the fishermen justly 
estimating the greater value of the new pier, even in an unfinished state, did not allow the 
remainder of the stones to be removed ; and the foundation, which now remains, is approach- 
able by boats, when all around the old pier and its addition is quite dry. Even the old 
pier is at present in a very dilapidated condition. About two years ago, a person of the 
name of Madden came to repair it, but he did it more harm than good. He refused to 
tell who sent him, or where he came from. It has since then got a slight repair from a 
person who had obtained a presentment for repairing the toad adjacent to it, and with whom 
repairing the pier was made a condition of his obtaining the presentment for tlie road. But 
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in its .best state, it is wholly insufficient either for protection or landing accommodation. If 
the new pier before-mentioned, was extended about fifty feet, and a jetty or return, forming 
an L towards the eastward, added to it, both piers would afford shelter, and all necessary 
accommodation. At present, frequent instances occur of boats being wrecked for want of 
shelter, and at low tides, the fishermen returning to harbour, are quite unable to approach 
the quay, and obliged often, after a severe night, to wade tlirough ^e water to the shore. If 
•tliese improvements were executed, and that a power existed to enforce judicious regulations, 
and to levy small tolls for future repairs, the work may be made to maintain itself. Local con- 
tributions may also be had towards the expense of t^le extension. The Earl of Cork is the 
proprietor of the land immediately adjacent, but the other proprietors and tlie traders of 
the town, would also contribute. Major Mullins, proposes on the part of his family, to give 

Captain F. E^er, J- P-> states, that a pier or landing place, is much wanted near the Castle pier wanted at 
at Minard, an Dmgle Bay. Some improvement was made by the people themselves who Minard. 
reside in the adjacent parishes. A great deal of accommbdation may be afforded at a 
trifling expense. There are excellent quarries on the spot. Local contributions may easily be 
had ; the Eaa-1 of Cork and Lord Yentry are the principal proprietors. Doctor Blener- j • , j 

basset states, that a beacon and harbour light would be most desirable at the entrance of 
Dingle harbour, on Flaherty’s Hill. 

Samuel M. Hickson, Esq., J. P., states that a small pier or landing quay is very much 
wanted at Bunneneen, in the entraTroe of the Awnascail River, in the Bay of Dingle. It 
is on the estate of Rolsert Eager, Esq., but the Eaid of Cork is the chief proprietor of the 
neighbouring lands. Local subscriptions may readily be had; and about £300 would, in 
consequence of the facilities that exist, afford very great accommodation. There are about 
thirty boats belonging to the place, audit is frequently resorted to by the boats of Dingle, 
being the only place of refuge on that side of the Bay between Minard and the Bar of Inch. 

There is another point nearer to Inch, called Ardi-oe, presenting favourable circumstances, 
but the first named place is decidedly preferable. 

On the subject of piers generally, several persons present expressed their opinion, that 
nothing could be more important towards promoting the Fisheries, than the establishment 
of shelter in favourable situations ; it is decidedly the first step towards the establishment of a 
fishery, and even in many places where creeks and indentations afford natural shelter, accom- 
modation for landing, and for mooring and occasionally hauling up boats, is quite essential. 

There are very few places favourably circumstanced, where some portion of local contribu- 
tion may not be obtained, more especially if sought for by any authorised Government de- 
partment, who may be supposed uninfluenced by any motive but the merits of the case. 

Such undertakings, suggested by private individuals locally interested, are often frustrated, 
either by the spirit of party, or by a belief that the promoter is influenced by some motive 
of private interest. It as often happens, that cases of the most urgent necessity are wholly 
neglected, because a great many persons ai-e interested; and *-‘what is every person’s 
business is nobody’s business.” 

_ Mr. Hickson states, that several years ago. Lord Cork had expressed to him in London, 
his willingness to contribute to the pier at Bunneneen ; and he believes, if any one had 
moved it, it might have been effected long since, but he himself having but a general and 
very indirect interest in the object, left it to others more immediately concerned, and it 
has remained since neglected. 



Brandon, June 16, 1836. 

Captain_ Creagh, R.N., Inspecting Commander, Coast Guard, and the Rev. Mr. Healy, Repairs and Im- 
P.P., having stated to the Commissioners the great and immediate necessity of some repairs provements re- 
to the pier at Brandon, and having urged them td visit that place before their departure ; quired at Brandon 
and the Rev. Mr. Healy having afterwards addressed a letter to the Commissioners, of Pier, 
which the following is a copy, they proceeded to Brandon on Thursday, the 16th instant, 
accompanied by Mr. Healy, and were met by Captain Fitzgerald, of Brandon Lodge, J.P., 

Mr. Dyer, Chief Officer of the Coast Guard, and a number of fishermen : 

“ Castle Gregory, June 14, 1836. 

“ Gentusmen — I have to call your attention, and that of the Government, to the situation of 
Brandon pier, in my parisli. It is of the greatest importance to a very large number of poor fishermen 
resident near the spot, and whose sole support depends upon the fishery, that this pier should be preserved. 

It is now in the most dilapidated condition, in consequence of its having been totally neglected ever since 
its construction,^ no provision having been made for upholding it, and no pereon having been authorised to 
interfere about it. Captain Cre<^h, of the Coast Guard, has made an application before on the sub- 
ject, but in vain. If something is not immediately done to repair it, it must inevitably go altogether 
in the course of the winter. I wish you could see the place before you leave the country ; but I hope, 
at all events, that you will bring the subject under tlie immediate consideration of the Government. 

-“'I am, Gentlemen, yours, &c. &e. 

“To the Commissioners of Fishery Inquiry, “THOMAS HEALY 

“ Dingle.” “ p.p. of Killiiiey and Clahane.” 

Mr. Dyer, C.G.O., Brandon, has been thirteen years at the station. Thepier has been Advantages of 
of the gi-eatest possible service to the poor people, but it is insufficient to afford shelter to Brandon'^Pier- 
a larger class of vessels than curraghs or canvass boats. A pier had been commenced and 
partly completed in 1824, under the direction of Mr. Nimmo; but thesand accumulated to 
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T oor render it totally useless, and the present pier was erected in 

1 ® roatenals of the former one. The work was extremely well executed- 
and it It had not been so, it would not have stood the tremendous seas which it has to bear • 
but all works ot the kind, in exposed situations, require constant care and superintendence! 
A slight breach made by a storm, or a stone displaced, may, if immediately looked to, be 
repaired at one-tenth of the expense that it would require, if a few weeks, or sometimes 
days, be allowed to pass. The Coast Guard attend to the pier as far as they can, and pre- 
vent malicious injury, or the accumulation of nuisances; but they have no power or autho- 
nty to interfere in repairs, or otherwise remedy those sudden casualties. Some time ago 
a few stones were displaced at the head of the pier, and a communication was instantly 
made to the Board of Works by Captain Creagh, the Inspecting Commander; but lie 
received an answer, stating Aat there were no funds, and they recommended a contribution 
among the people. The injury has since increased; and in order to repair it thoroughly, it 
by the°Iea which has been excavated 

The Rev. Mr. Mealy states, that it would be most desirable, if at tlie same time it were 
possible to add sorne feet to the extent of the pier, or to construct a rude breakwater, 
which may furnish shelter to a lai-ger class of boats. He greatly fears, however, that to 
procure local contributions in money would not be easy. The poor fishermen of Brandon 
have no landlords to take an interest mtliem. They occupy small habitations on the shore 
without any land attached, ^d they pay enormous ground rents for the space upon which 
they construct their lmts._ The fishery of Brandon Bay is one of the most productive on 
the coast,_and although its exposed situation, and the poverty of the people, prevent a 
larger class ofboats from bemg used, they are the most persevering and most enWrising 
fishermen that are known. They sometimes proceed to sea in the most boisterous weather, 
quality canvass boats, and they take very large quantities of fish of the finest 

On that morning, two men started from Brandon in a canoe for Limerick, with 200 
1 1 ^ ^ one hundred miles, Brandon presents very 

l.ivoiirable circumstances for the establishment of an extensive fishery, but the first sten 
must be an improvement and extension of the present pier. Tliey cliiefly fish with spillards, 
their boats not being sufficient for using hand lines. ^ 

Captain Fitzgerald states, that on an application at one time to the Board of Works he 
got £7 to expend upon the pier, but it was quite insufficient. If he had been enabled to 
!ince Sid prevented the injnry that he. been 

Captain Creagh state, that a pier at Ventry harbonr is much wanted. Lord Ventrv is 
the proprietor. enoy is 

Captain Creagh states, that he knows no object mote important to the general trade of this 
coast, than the establishment of pilots at the entrance of Dingle Bay, Thinks that it ma,. 
be possible to tram some of the fishermen to the pursuit, and that they would not onll 
lari”” * “> greatest possible service on the public It 

Mr. Grey states, that there is an extensive and well-regulated school lately built in Dinale 
under the Board of National Education, where the children of fishermen have amrie o„ 
portiinities of being mstructed. It would no doubt be desirable, that the elements of naT 
gation should form a department m the establishment; and if it were possible to make iv 
arrangement by which practicd instruction in the use of the compass and other mntS 
raattei-s could be given, it would be of the greatest service. ^ nautical 

At the request of the Commissioners, Mr. Grey, the Rev, Mr. O’Sullivan, and some other 
gentlemen, fornied a committee, to take into consideration the subject of a fishery loan fund 
and^they promised to furmsh the Board with a detailed plan and regnlations for itsSiirngt 

The Rev. Healy states, that although Brandon is nearly eleven miles distant from 
Dingle, the fishermen resident in the former place, have such constant intercourse with Dlik 
.astheir principal market that a loan fund established there would be snfBdentlyavailabrefor 
all their purposes, and that such a source of relief would be most valuable to tliL 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

Coast of Kerry, North of Dingle Bay. 

Ihe fish taken along this coast are Cod, Hake, Ling, Mackerel, and flat fish, with lines - 
and occasionally Hemngs with nets.— (ilfr. J. Hickson, D.L., Dinqle ) 

Cod, Ling, Conger-ee], Whiting, and Haddock, during the winter. Hake Herrimr, 
and Bream, in summer.— (Lieaf. T. Cartvyright, C.G.O., Dingle.) ’ Herrings, 

“ August, and frequently 

The Ling, Cod HaddMk, Glassen, and Conger-eel fisheries, commence about Novem- 
ber and end in April. Haddock and flat fish ore taken throughout the vear Herlhms 
generally visit tins coasttwace a year-_i„ July, and again InDeccIber ; but 'thSstavl yc?v 
uncertain — (Mr. G. fl'oitilhouse, late Inspector of Fis/ta-ies) cii stay is yei y 

'Dicre ,s an Oyster bed in Tralee Bay, the Oysters are very small ; they sell at the bed 
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found “■ ” C-bs of good quality are Fi,,..™, 

There are Lobsters and Crabs of good quality in this district, but few are taken, except 

by gentlemen, who use drum-pots (Lieut. CaTtxrryM) except 

There is a most excellent Turbot bank between Beginnis and the great island of the 
Blaskets. I hare myself canght from twenty-live to twenty-eight fine la?ge Turbot with a 

SfaS ‘hirtylbl_(S: mu.! 

■>« felted for._(Cuusf Guard Offieer, 

Very fine Scallops are taken in Dingle harbour; they are used only for food and sell at 
from 6cf. to 8(f. per dozen — {Mr. Hickson.) ,) iui juou, ana sea at 

Tlmre are natural Oyster beds in Tralee Bay, Valentia harbour, and the river Kenmare- 

iTm^d bv f ‘■■c'BhnTV"^ "’’a"” - Sneem h*,’ 

claimed by 1. C. Bland, Esq., and another m Kilmacaloffue Bay, the nronertv of P 

M Swiney, Esq., the claims of both are fully recognised. These Oysters are die^best on the 

el p?r MreT ^ proprietors £lOo\ year each; they bring 

. they are only occasionally 

off the rocks by children at low water.— (Mr. PVoodhmise.) ^ '->-.»Monaiiy 

The fish taken along this coast are Turbot, Haddock, red Gurnet, Pollock, and Plaice 

This is .’he only sU fi'sh“g 

Oysters are found on this coast. Tliey are very fine, and sell from lOd. fo U. per hun- 
dred. Lobsters and Crabs are also found-(Mr. i)ci-ter, C.G.O Beale 

Hemngs, Whiting, and flat fish. V/hitmg are taken throughout the year ; Herrines 
from August to Christmas ; flat fish, from July to February rierrings, 

Oysters are taken from September to April. ITiey are of good quality, and seU at 2. fid 
per thousand. TFe value of the Oysters taken during the season is about £200. It is' the 

employment .0 twenty boats and eigS! 

1 ! rmg. end Haddock fishing begin in November, and end in March; Pollock and 
Bream fishing commence m Apnl and June, and endin October, Herring, Mackerd md 
Skad, from July to November. Nets, hand lines, and spillards are used the latter’gfre 

s!oTSrSt;r-'"- 

Tliere .8 no trawling practised on this line of coast, but the line fishermen complain verv , 
much oflie use of trammels ; and short scans they affirm to be highly prejudiefal to thl “>* 

fishery — {Captain J. Creagh, Inspecting Crnimander, C.G Dingle) ^ Modes complained 

;n.e fishermen complain greatly of the use of trammels by farmers.^( Mr. Hickmi 1 
There has been considerable dissension among the fishermen, followed by breaches of the 
peace, owing to the want of regulations and limitations for the respective feheiSf the ! „e 
fishermen complain greatly of the use of trmnmels ’ ^ me line 

Trawling has never been much practised on this coast, and so injurions is it considered 

There are a few trawls now used in the bays, the property of influeniid voml,™ -.c 
whom the fishermen would hardly venture to Interfere, dthough they attribute HS’ pTfc 
tice a great decrease m the quantity of fish.— (Mr. Woodhouse ) ^ ^ 

The boats are generally in bad order the owners not having means to repair them 
fro;i;iS?“'£’lbtr,^rmfs?^ L. which cost 

Ihe herrmg-nets are twenty-three fathoms long, five fathoms cleen ■ i 

from knot to knot; they cost £2 each. Nets are repaired by the fishermen’s families^"*^No 
schools of Indus ry. Spinning net twine costs 3d. per lb., and netting, 24d. per riinniW 
fii Cr”;?)” -asons;®;om’e arftak™!! 

^ag nets and trammels are the only modes of fishing complained of.— rj/?' Di/er ) 

eightJfaZlLX’T^^^^^^^ !e!S/ffithom?t“; J^faTiiS!' mil" 

twi'r!'”''" T ‘"™‘y-fee to thirty fathoms long, three fathoms deep, mesh from 
two to two and a half inches from knot to knot ; they cost about £l eacli ^ 

eighteen of these nets belong to each boat, and are set in a line Spin 

nmg net twine costs about 2d. per lb {Mr. Eagar, J. P.) P 

No improvement has taken place in the boats {Mr. Hickson ) 

Great improvement took place in the boats during the time that the loan fund of the 
iat^-ishery Board was m operation.— (M?'. Eager.) 

Uie boats and gear are generally in bad condition. 

ow-bqats cost from £10 to £15 each; cots or canoes average from £4 to £6 each 
A herring-net, twenty fathoms long, five yards deep, and two-inch mesh costs about 
£ \"’"^kerel-net the size of the above, with% two and a half-Sdi S^esh cos ! 

±1 10s., a trammel-net, from twenty-five to thirty fathoms long, four yards-deen with a 
iTrfa^dthriffieTs.^' Wi.hfroil’400 toTot toVco:.! 
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Tliere are no schools of industry. 

The nets are made by the fishermen’s families. — {Mr. Dyer.) 

The cost of spinning net twine is 4s. per dozen,; and for making a herring-net, sixty 
yards long, and 150 meshes deep, 6s. Each net lasts about four years — {Mr. Homerskam.) 

Mussels are the general bait used here ; bnt herrings, mackerel, and whiting are some- 
times made use of. 

Mussels are brought from a bank within the Bar of Castlemain, thirteen Irish miles, 
and are sold here for Is. a firkin . — {Captain Creagh, Dingle^ 

Lugs are generally used for Cod, Haddock, Whiting, and flatfish; sand-eels for Pollock, 
Ling, and Turbot. 

The establishment of mussel banks would be very useful. — {Mr. Dyer.) 

There are no regulations on tliis part of the coast, but there should be regulations to 
prevent the use of trammels, which are very much complained of by the fishermen, and aie 
no doubt very injurious ; this year frequent disputes occurred respecting them. The law 
against trammels should be made as public as possible, and the penalties enforced. Tlie 

boats ought to be licensed, .and the owners fined if they violated the fishery laws {Mr. 

Hichsori.) 

An extension of the magistrates’ powers is, in my opinion, unnecessary, but it would be 
advisable that circulars should be written to magistrates, calling their attention to the 
fishery laws, for preventing trammel fishing — {Mr. Hickson.) 

The magistrates have interfered, and prevented the fishing with trammels in this bay. 

A law is necessary to prevent trammelling and short sean fishing, and to enforce the 
licensing of boats . — {Captain Creagh.) 

Regulations are necessary to protect tlie fishermen of this part of the coast, who are com- 
plaining loudly of their nets having been forcibly taken away by the Dingle fishermen. — 
{Mr. Eagar, Minard^ 

There are no regulations whatever respecting the Fisheries; and in framing laws for them, 
it ought to be recollected, that the same regulations will not suit every pai’t of the coast; 
I think, thei-efore, that a discretionary power should be vested in whatever body may have 
the superintendence of the Fisheries, to frame such regulations as, after strict inquiry and 
investigation, may seem suited to the particular locality. — {Mr. Woodhouse.) 

No regulations as to seasons, &c. exist. 

Drag-nets and trammels should be prohibited. — {Mr. Dyer.) 

No regulations are necessary {Mr, Homersham.) 

The fish is generally sold to jokers, who take it to Tralee and Killamey ; a great many 
persons are empl(^ed in this way. 

Hake generally sell at 4d. a couple; Cod, Is. eacL; Haddock, 6d. a couple ; Whiting, 
6d. a dozen ; Herrings, 3d. a hnndred ; Ling, 4d. to Is. each ; the prices, however', vary 
according to the take. 

There are no facilities for curing fish, which is much complained of. 

The supply is generally equal to the demand. 

No foreign fish consumed . — {Captain Creagh, Dingle) 

The supply is in general not equal to the demand. Foreigu fish being sold in almost all 
the markets. — (Mr. Woodhouse) 

lire supply has never exceeded the demand. — {Mr. Harriss, C. G. O., Minard) 

The supply has never exceeded the demand. It is sometimes sufficient, but Scotch 
Herrings have been sold in this conntiy. — {Mr. Eagar) 

The supply of fish is not equal to the demand. Scotch Herrings are consumed to a 
great extent. — {Mr. T. Lloyd, C. G. 0., Cxishin liiver) 

The demand always exceeds the supply. — {Mr. Hickson) 

1 ralee is the principal market ;, the supply never exceeds the demand. — {Mr. Dyer) 

The supply is not equal to the demand. Scotch fish is sold in all the mai'kets. — (Mr. 
Dexter) 

The supply is not sufficient, Scotch fish is consumed {Mr. Homersham.) 

The fishermen are generally quiet and inoffensive in tlieh- habits ; their circumstances are 
very bad. The use of ardent spirits does not prevail among tliem. They spend their time 
in idleness when not employed in fishing {Captain Creagh.) 

The fishermen have no land, except a potatoe garden, which they take only for one 
crop, and for wliich they pay at the rate of £6 per acre, the rent paid by the farmer being 
between £2 and £3. When they cannot go out fishing they spend their time in idleness. 
Their habitations are very bad, and their circumstances very wretched. 

Tlie eai'nings of a thrifty fisherman are quite insufficient to support his family. They 
are very peacable in their habits. — {Mr. Hickson.) 

' None of the fishermen have become owners of trading vessels; a few have become 
owners of boats, but in general theh condition is becoming worse every day . — {Captain 
Crc^h) 

The condition of the fisherman, who is an occupier of a small portion of land, is much 
better than that of the man without it. They would be better off if they were congregated 
in towns, and houses built for them, with portions of land attached to them, than they are 
scattered in various places {Mr. Eagar) 

The fishermen with land ai-e better off than those without it. 

ITte aged fishermen have no resource, but ai’e obliged to beg. — {Mr. Harriss.) 

The habits of tlie fishennen are unexceptionable. They have no occupation, when the 
weather prevents their going to sea, but repairing their gear, and cultivating the score- 
ground, which they rent at a high rate, for the crop of potatoes. 
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I think that giving to each fisherman as much ^ound as would afford him potatoes, and 
no mdre, for the estivation of which he and his family could always spare time, would 
greatly improve his condition. 

Tliere are no benefit societies. Loan Funds and 

The fisheries were advanced very much by the loan fund, but loans should not be given Benefit Societies, 
without great caution and good references. — {Mr. Eagar.') 

The loan fond was of the greatest service, and the fishermen feel the want of it. They 

can get no credit, and even if they did, they would be charged very high {Captain Creagh 

and Lieut. Cartwright^ 

The greatest benefit was derived from the loan fond of the late Fishery Board, and the 
condition of the fishermen has greatly deteriorated since its withdrawal. 

They are charged usuriousiy when they get credit. — {Mr. Hickson^ 

The loan funds of the late Fishery Board were most useful. — {Mr. Woodhouse.') 

The loan fond of the late Fishery Board was of great service ; and since its extinction, 
the fishermen have found great difficulty in obtaining credit. — {Mr. Dyer and Mr. Hom- 
ersham.) 



Valentia, June 18, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Townsend and Barrt. 

Witnesses — Florence Donohoe, Master of the Hooker Mary, of Valentia; John Mullane, 
formerly a Line Fisherman of Dingle, but now in the employment of the Knight of Kerry ; 

John 8ullivan, a Line Fisherman of Valentia; and Mortimer Donohoe, a Sean Owner. 

There are about 215 boats belonging to Valentia; they are. generally yawls, some of Boats and Nets, 
them having masts and spritsails ; they cost from £10 to £15 each. Spillards, hand lines, 
and drift-nets are used ; alsO’ seans. 

Deep sea seans,. or hauling nets, have been used most productively for the last seven Fishing with Deep 
years. Tlie mesh is about that of herring-nets, from one inch to one and an eighth from Sea Sean?, 
knot to knot, a two or two and a quarter inch mesh, of the same thickness as heiring drift 
nets. The deep sea hauling sean is composed of fifteen drift nets joined together, five in 
length and three in depth, each single net being twenty fathoms long, and 170 meshes or 
five fathoms deep; so that the whole net, when joined, is 100 fathoms long, and 15 
deep, with a cork rope at the top, and leads to the foot rope. In putting them to the rope, 
seven yards of net are put to four yards of rope in the centre, and at the breasts and wings, 
iine-tliird taken in, or six yards of net to four yards of rope. The bunt, or centre part of 
the net, for about twenty fathoms, is stouter than at the breast or wings. Three threads 
are in all, b,ut that for the centre is spun thicker. Each of two warps must be about sixty 
fathoms long; and there are small ropes of half-inch, that are called brails, fixed to the foot 
rope, that are hauled up, in order ( o jmrse the net, and bring in the foot rope tlie sooner, so 
as to prevent the fish from escaping at the bottom ; the top rope always floats on the surface. 

These nets are generally furnished by fifteen men joined in a company, each person bringing 
a piece of netting. They may, if necessary, be separated and converted into drift-nets, by the 
addition of ropes, corks, and leads to each ; and it is sometimes done, either when the parties 
disagree, or when the nets begin to fail in strength. In other cases, a single individual 
supplies the whole, who, for the use of his nets and boats, gets 14-30ths of the fish, the 
master seaner getting 2-30ths, and the other fourteen men l-30th each. Tliey are used 
between the months of June and October, for the capture of Skad, Mackerel, small Pol- 
lock, and Herrings, sometimes in sixty fathoms water, and that at a considerable distance 
from the land. Where fishermen believe the fish to be, they surround tlie shoal, and when 
tliey haul about ten fathoms, they pull upon the foot rope, and tuck the fisli into the larger 
of two boats which always accompany each sean. They use the nets both by day and 
night, the fish being obseiwable at night by what is called brimming, or a luminous appear- 
ance on the water. They never shoot without having previously ascertained that there is 
a shoal of fish. Those nets are occasionally used in the same manner within bays and 
harboui's ; and all the inconvenience and loss which formerly arose, either from the fish not 
approaching sufficiently close to the shore, or from hauling upon foul or rocky ground, is 
completely avoided. The plan was originally Introduced into Valentia by a Mr. Berry], as 
a better mode than the old hauling seans which were formerly used for hauling on shore, 
and which it was attempted to make use of as tuck seans in the deep sea ; but having been 
found quite too heavy for that purpose, the attempt was abandoned ; and until the disco- 
very of this plan, it was considered hopeless to attempt to take fish with seans in the deep 
sea. 

Florence Donohoe has known one haul of eighty-five thousand Skad and Mackerel, 
worth from 305. to 505. per thousand. From eighty to one hundred thousand of Herrings 
have frequently been tsdien in one haul. Seans are in general use on the coast between 
Dingle Bay and Keumare, and are very fast increasing. Tlie cost of one haul net is about 
£30; or, complete with boats, £60. 

These nets have been, and still are, complained of by the fishers, who use a less productive 
mode — chiefly by those who use drift herring-nets ; but it is believed that jealousy is the Objections to 
only cause of complaint, because they take the fish in greater quantities. Donohoe thinks Haul-nets, 
they can do no possible harm. The size of the mesh is the same as that of drift-nets, through- 
out the whole sean. The fishing is carried on with the utmost order and regularity ; every 
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thing IS done by signs, as the fishermen know that the slightest noise disturbs the fish. Thev 
are much more orderly than those who haul seans on land. 

Irammel Iishery. No trammels are used in Valentia. Florence Donohoe knows the ground where 
the Minard pe^le set their trammels, and is quite certain they nevei- did any harm to the 
hne fisheiy of Dingle. In fact, the shoals all pass the Dingle line fishermen before they 
come to the trammel ground. ^ 

John Mullane believes that the great cause of objection to the trammels was, that the 
great quantity of fish taken, and the inferiority of its quality, brought down the price of 

John Sullivan, all^ough himself a line fisherman, would have no objection to see tram- 
mels used m Valentia, provided there was a bounty, or other encouragement for curing, 
fish, but at present, while there is no other mode of disposing of the fresh fish, except to 
the jolter^ who keep down the price when the trammel fish is going, is not surprised 
that the Dingle fishermen, or any others whose poverty obliges them to sell the fish iresh 
should complain of increased quantity, and “ that after all he believes, is the real sore- 



Deep Sea Fishery 
Failure of a 
SpecuIafioTi. 



State of Boats. 
Loans. 

Bounty. 

Markets. 



point.’' 

Florence Donohoe is part-owner of the hooker ikfciy of Valentia. She is ten tons 
burthen, twenty-two feet keel, ten feet beam, six feet two inches deep : and, as he thinks 
extreniely well calculated for the_ fisheries of that coast. She was originally purchased by 
the Kev. Mr. Chute and himself, in order to give a fair trial to the deep sea Lhery of the 
coast, and she was kept at it exclusively for four years, from 1828 to 1832. He generally 
fished off the Skelhgs and Breahead, and in Dingle Bay and Ballinskelligs Bay, but the 
sSligs^^ Cod, Hake, and Ling, is about two and a half miles 

The most favourable periods for fishing, are from August to October. The fish of which 
they t^ook the largest quantity, was Conger, Whiting, Bream and Hake. She was provided 
witli hand lines, long lines, and every other outfit. 

She had seven men, including a skilful fisherman from Kinsale, to each of whom was 
pven thirty shillings a month, a house, and quarter acre of ground, rent free. That bargain 
Having been found injudicious, it was agreed that the owners should provide the vessel with 
every material, and with salt and bait, and the crew were to get half the cured fish with 
thm lmuses and land, rent free. The first year, she cleared £60 over all her expenses, 
ihe second year £20. llie two last years the concern was a losing one. 

bo Jong as the ppdiiction bounty continued, it afforded an encouragement to curing and 
they did not experience the evils of remoteness of market. Latterly, they were obliged to- 
part of tlieir fish fresh, and to employ women on shore for the purpose 
who used to commit frauds. Tlie crew became dissatisfied, demanded two-thirds of the 
fish, besides otlier encouragement, which was refused. The Kinsale man went home and 
the concern was broken up. ’ 

The Kinsale fisherman understood the use of the long lines best, but the Dingle men 
Here better hand line fishermen. ° 

Several of the boats are in very bad condition; some are hatded ap, for wantof renair 
Loans would be of great service to the fishermen of Valentia, and of the coasfand 
since the new plan of Iishiiigh^ been introduced, it would give employment to five times 
the number ot persons engaged m it, if they could procure the means. 

But nothing makes the poor fisherman work harder, or take better care of his fish than 
the bounty on cured fish. ’ 

The demand for fish is at present very unsteady ; but a thrifty fisherman, snfBdentlv 
independent to cute his round fish, and keep it for the proper season, could sell advan- 
“y man does at present— “ It Is running In with a 
httle handful ot fresh fish that destroys them.” Many a poor man sells for a shilling what 
m a little time he could get five for, if he could afford to cure it. The jokers only give 
what they like when there IS a large take. If the poor people conld afford^o keep J/tlie 
rmind fish for curing and to supply the fre.sli market with the flat fish, they would be better 
ff, and there would be no occasion to send to either Scotland or Newfoundland for fidi in 
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Trammel Nets. 



Kenmare, June 23, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Wirm-ssESplAMEs Hickson, Esq., J.P. and D.L.oftlie County Kerry; Mr. George Woodhoi-^- 
late Inspector of Fisheries ; Martin Farrell, Esq., one of the SunerintendenK nr, 

Kenmare and GlengarrilF; James Dawson, Master of ihs AmphUHte 
Revenue Cruizer, stationed on the River Kenmare. ^ 

Both the Hake and Herring fishery in the Kenmare River have been gradnallv declining 
mStyTo be^Slnkr^^ although they nsedfof: 

of preventing their use; but really believes, that in the same proVio“aVthe,Xe 3 

fbe ’ diminished. Thinks tlieir use ought at SlevZts" 

,0 be interdicted during the day, and in particular places, chiefly at the entrances rf 
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; 1» ^ he^sXe; Xk the“7 ““3- of d.o.e 

Jan.es D™, Mae.er„fX!iX«e 

across the River Kennsare, in various parts, front Oarnish X wSst cLX T M * 
of the river s month, to nearly within two miles of the town . a- . ‘ ?” “‘*0 

length. Has heard, that formerly the line Ashers used to ™teh ? ‘^“3' “ 

dance before trammels were inttmlueed there- but imw thX S' “’’™" 
consequence of the trammels stoppl„gSetXoX“r„gtX^^ “ 

do not at present catch any thinff like tlie onantJnr ,-hf floi, PJP® -hven the trammels 
10 their fiightening themXyf i wdl Ts Siw d '■= ““‘'ibes 

informed, that dufing the continuanTrof the bSSl. "P 

iised m that quarter, nor would they be permitted • but- brawls were 

one who could afford it got trammS Id S b..:. . every 

Says that another objection to trammels is the fact of fh?fi ?t, ^ numerous places, 

tltemsolong, when bad weather pr“vents?heh allowed to remain in 

andstmk, which never fails to drive away all fish from °^tliem get putrid 

occur. Those nets are set in various demhl S w. J • casualties 

and according to the depth of water sofs the dpntb ’ fiom thirty to four fathoms; 

nished. Has seen trammeUrtf extS trammel-net increased or dimi- 

rately as to their depth from the foot vonp^t fb length, but cannot speak accu- 

the mesh of the KeX -Xarnmi aZsvs , b 'T' ®“3^ ““ «f 

* grnlemen tesiden. in thatqnm-tev, and are ^p.ZTuXlX Z 

.0 'ct Jaim >*“?'■' ““ «* trawls, but do no, like 

tendt fifCyeSsS'' It XXbeXntl''” and if an ex- Pi„, 

It is a very well execntfd Zece of wS arX\mX“’/X®!' li'®*' "? '•'= tiver. 

portion of the retaining waH to the road whieb it i/tbT^ condition,^! except a small 
order; but it is in this good condition, as’Mr. Fai-rell states'^^eause\^*'b'"\'° in 
instructions from the Boai-d of Works to look after it. * ' ’ “ '’■'other received 



EVIDENCE EURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

most produc’tive, and givwZostXZ^em Ashery is tlie Fisheries and 

Cod, Haddock, CoScTto^ ZX/Zd ?•• “T’ 'i- 
lards and hand lines arf used tat thf f 

s- !:l^s„"ar£nXrsix If z 

a G. 0 ., West Cow.) ’ '*'"3' "t- P-t hundred. -(ikfr. Me, 

,.la|rot7irl?rXtaZS^^^^^ '“<> are ve.y much com- 

Tho trammels and seans is very much eomplained of._(Jfr Rma, \ 

rxstr.! *'•= “ ““ '■■='5-th7re7t?zK^ i: 

uet^rr- s r“ •’f 

a net will last three years. They are meXvpd b,r K p- P‘ % P^'oper care 

■low «et 77k?n7hl\rbS.7to7tat?h7;o7nirnmta‘’it7^^^^ 

ptoh b^sZdTpza^^^^^^^ tx:s.a;szz ‘"'“f 

J-egulations.— (J?ey. Mr. Chute.) ^ magistrates at Retty Sessions to enforce those 

ought to be fixed periods and limits for the fishery (Mr VpS; ^ 

they could^'eaTy Sk? Se fi£ S ^rSd "'^Se ITo ^ ShllS 

S 
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Markets and 
Curing. 



Condition of tlio 
Fishermen. 



Loan Funds and 
Benefit Societies. 



here The price of fresh fish is as follows: Cod, from &d. to 2s. 6<f. each; Ling, from Qd. 
to 2s.; Hake, from Zd. to ^d. each; Whiting, 5s. to 7s. 6tf. per hundred; Herrings, from 
4s. to 6s. per hundred. — {Rev. Mr. (Jhute?) 

The supply of fish has never exceeded the demand — {Mr. Noble.) 

The supply of fish sometimes exceeds the demand, but never the local means of curing. — 
(Mr. Mathias^ ' . 

Tlie fishermen generally hold a bit of land; indeed, according to the present system of 
fishing they could not exist without it. Aged fishermen must depend upon their own 
resources (Mr. Noble.) , i v 

If well conducted and sober, they could support themselves much better than labourers. 
Tlie use of ardent spirits prevails to a great extent — (Rev. Mr. Chute^ . , , . 

The fishermen are generally of good morals. The occupier and cultivator of land is 
much better off than the man, who has none.— (Mr. D. Manning, Twranei) 

There is not in the county of Kerry a benefit society or loan fund for the fishermen. 
Something of the kind existed several years back, for the general benefit of all classes, 
but it did not succeed; in fact, the management (although under local committees acting 

gratuitously) consumed a great deal of the funds. _ 

The loan fund of the late Fishery Board was not long enough in operation to create any 
permanent improvement. In some instances, where the parties were indusmous, it had a 
Ury salutary effect. In others it had an opposite tendency. In the latter instances, tlie 
failure is attj-ibutable to want of principle in the boijowers. , , . 

The regulations of the late Fishery Board were fundamentaly good, yet capable of im- 
provement. There were too many formalities to be observed, before the tradesman ob- 
tained payment, which created delay and expense to him, and prevented his furaishing the 
materials at the lowest cash prices. The fishery officers were in a me^ure bound to attend 

to the recommendations of all persons bearing the title of respectability, many of whom 
were extremelv indiscriminate in their selection of persons for re lef. Notwithstanding these 
disadvantages, "the fund was working well in Dingle dismct ; and I have no doubt would 
ultimately have increased rather than diminished; but in the Valentia district, many of the 
most worthless characters partook of it. Should the inquiry have been put with a view to 
the re-establishment of any thing of the kind, I would recommend, that as far as possible 
simplicitv of forms should be observed, and that all documents should be free from stamp 
dutv ; also, that the most summary memis of recovering the money should be provided, 
which I believe would be at Petty Sessions, and that the police should be bound to execute 
the wai-rants which they would not formerly do ; and the consequence was, that the Bailiffs 
employed often made away with the amount. Such a system once established, and rigor- 
ously enforced, would in a short time, I hope, render legal proceedings almost unnecessary. 
—{Mr. G. Woodhouse, late Inspector of Fisheries:) 
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Mr. .John Down ... 
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COUNTY CORK. 

.Berehaven, April 9, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Barry and Townsend. 

Witnesses — ^Puilii* Armstrong, Esq., M.D.; J. Donovan, Sliipimght; Eugene O’Sullivan, 
bore Island; Jeremiah O’Sullivan, Castletown; and several Fishermen. 

The same scarcity of fish, and consequent depression in the trade, that prevails in most 
part of the coast, extends to this district. The long line and spillard fishery used formerly 
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to give productive employment to upwards of fifty hookers, chiefly belonging to Berehaveii 
and the coast immediately adjacent ; at present there ai-e not more than twenty employed in 
the Fisheries. 

The general condition of the hookers, as well as of the smaller fishing boats, is bad and 
defective ; the owners are in bad spirits, mostly poor, and unable to procure the necessary 
outfit. The loss of the bounty on the fish taken, as well as of the loan fund under the late 
Fishery Board, was of the greatest injury; it was so suddenly abolished, that the people 
were worse olf than if it never had existed. 

The Lack Bank, about thirty miles off Berehaven, is one of the most productive fishing 
grounds on the southern coast, and used formerly to be resorted to during the season for 
Cod and Ling, not only by the vessels of the neighbourhood, but by the when-ies from the 
east coast of Ireland. At present, they are rarely seen, and yet there can be no doubt that fish 
still abounds upon the same bank ; for whenever the weather is so favourable as to enable 
the ill-found and smaller-sized boats to proceed to the bank, the quantity offish brought in 
amounts to a glut, so far as the fresh market is concerned; and it sometimes happens, 
that proper arrangements for curing are not made, so that it would be desirable if some 
extensive curing establishments were formed. But, upon the whole, the supply has never 
equalled the demand to any greater extent than a considerable diminution in the price, for 
all is sure to be purchased, though perhaps sometimes at a low rate. 

The supply of bait depends chiefly upon the exertions of the fishermen with their nets ; 
there are no depots or certain sources from which it can be procured ; there are no mussel 
banks, nor are any imported. It would be very desirable to have some such means of 
supply. 

Those fishermen who have some small portion of land are invariably better off than those 
who have not ; not that agricultural employment is more profitable than fishing, but 
there are periods when fishing cannot be pursued, and that the moral condition, as 
well as the circumstances of those who during such periods are employed on their 
bits of land, is far superior to that of persons who, having no employment when they are 
not fishing, pass their time in idleness, or indulge in their habitual disposition to drinking. 

The use of ardent spirits prevails to a very gi-eat degree amongst the fishermen, particu- 
larly those resident in Castletown; indeed, it is much to be regretted that the vice is a 
very prevalent one amongst the working classes throughout the district ; and the employ- 
ment given upon a very extended scale at the Alihies copper mines, near Berehaven, has 
not by any means produced the increase of comfort or prosperity that may be supposed to 
result from profitable occupation. Immediately after pay-day, the neighbourhood of the 
tnines exhibits the most disgraceful scenes of drunkenness ; and there appears to be a total 
deficiency in the establishment of that moral discipline which is quite necessary to render suclr 
prosperity really productive of improvement and happiness. The truck system is said to 
prevail. There is no indication of the accumulation of small capitals. The habitations of 
the labouring classes are not improved, and the same squalid misery which is too frequent on 
other parts of the coasts, is equally observable here. 

Bere Island is most favourably circumstanced for a fishing station. Its inlets afford abun- 
dant shelter ; it has a convenient quay or landing pier, built by the late Fishery Board. 
There is quite sufficient land to afford allotments to fishermen ; and the Government build- 
ings, at present unemployed, may be most profitably occupied as curing establishments. 

Berehaven is one of the finest harbours on the coast of Ireland, large and well sheltered. 
The gi-ound is every where good, and the water sufficiently deep for the largest ships in the 
navy. It has two entrances, at the east and west ends of Bere Island : the western entrance 
is the most direct, but the otlier is safer for strangei's. The anchorage is good every where 
on the north side of the island, in from five to eleven fathoms water. 

Donovan, the shipwright says, that a well regulated system of loan fund would tend 
most materially to the improvement of the Fisheries, by affording the means of obtaining a 
better class of boats, and of repairing the existing vessels. In cases where new vessels were 
to be provided, he thinks that tw'o-thirds, or perhaps tlu-ee-fourths of the cost of building 
and outfit, may safely be given on the secui-ity of tlie vessel itself, with the addition of such 
further personal security as the borrower could procure. The re-payment should be divided 
into a number of small instalments, spread over a space of at least three years ; but every 
inducement should be held out to the borrowers, either by a small bonus, or the remission 
of tlie interest, to great punctuality, or to the anticipation of the periods fixed for payment, 
whenever a prosperous fishery enabled them to do so. The system of orders upon shop- 
keepers or traders, adopted by the late Fishery Board, was extremely defective ; and it 
frequently happened that other articles, rather than fishery materials, were taken by the 
people on those orders. In trusting that class of persons with the money to purchase, it 
would in some instances be attended with danger; but upon the whole, if the assistance 
was only extended to persons of good character, it would be a better plan than the former 
system. 

Depots of salt and fishery materials at the principal stations, under the custody of the 
Customs deparlment, or of some other autliorised persons, would be extremely useful. 
Another mode of supplying the wants of the poor fishermen along the coast would be, to afford 
to small traders of good characters, on security, tlie means of laying in larger and better 
stocks, fand on cheaper terms,) of those articles most necessary for prosecuting the fishery. 
If such persons had the means of giving sufficiently long credit to the fishennen on their own 
responsibility, they would perhaps be, generally speaking, the most competent persons to 
judge of the claims of the fishennen to credit and assistance ; and if the number of such per- 
sons was increased, competition would insure a certainty of reasonable prices. 

S 2 
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Objectionable Trawls and trammels are very much complained of, and restraints and regulations suited 

Modes of Fishing, to the circumstances of difterent places are quite necessary. eguiaaons smtect 



Description of 
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Fishery of 1828. 
Pilchard Fishery. 



Bantry, April Q, 1836. 

Examining Commissioneks — Messrs. Barry and Townsend. 

Witnesses— Rev. Thomas Barry, P.P.; Rev. Michael O’Sullivan, R.C.C.; Patrick Mur- 
phy, Huor of Mr. Levis’s Sean Boat; Patrick Daly, and several other Fishermen. 

_ Tlie Sprat and Herring sean fishery, especially the former, may be considered the most 
important pursuit of the Bantry fishermen, lliere are in Bantry ten such seans, owned 
chiefly by respectable persons, and therefore well found and kept up. To each sean there 
is a large boat and a smaller sized one, called a follower, and fifteen men are employed, 
the huor, or headman, gets what is called a bounty or advance of £5 or £6 in money to- 
gether with two-fifteenths of one-fourth— that is, the one-thirtieth part of the whole fish 
taken, which averages according to the season, from £3 to £6, sometimes more There 
are two cockswains, of whom, one gets 30s., and the other 20s., as bounty. Tlie other men 
get from 5s. to 15s., and all except the huor .get 6^d. per night for every night they are out- 
together with the one-sixtieth part to each of the fourteen men. There is no case where 
the sean is owned by the crew, but Murphy thinks they would be much better off; if they 
bad a sean between them, as the owners keep them in from fishing many nights when they 
may be profitably employed, in order to save the nightly wages and the wear and tear of 
netting, in cases where there is not an absolute certainty of taking fish. Murphy thinks that 
under such circumstances, tliere would be no danger of disagreement. A seaning establish- 
ment may be set up for £100 to £150. The present owners particularly have no reason to 
be satisfied with the trade, and are willing to dispose of their nets and boats. It does not 
follow, because the trade m their hands has been unsuccessful, that in the hands of the 
fishermen themselves, it would not yield a good livelihood, and gradually the means of re- 
paying Ae cost of the establishment. Murphy thinks that a crew could in three years 
repay the value of the sean and boats. Late years have been extremely unproductive • 
many causes have been assigned, but to none more than the general use of trammel-nets' 
clo^ the sean fishers attribute the late failure offish. ’ 

_ The operation of sean fishing is exceedingly laborious, and a very premature mortality 
IS remarked among those who follow it. This may be also attributed to the want of 
comiorts, and to the too general use of ardent spirits. 

^le fishermen pay from 30s. to £2 yearly, for very wretched houses, without even 
cabbage gardens, and at the rate of £4 per acre, for the use of potato-ground for a sea- 
son. Notlnng would_ more tend to improve their condition than more comfortable habita- 
tions, with small portions of ground annexed at reasonable rents, but which they could 
consider peimanentiy their own. More than an acre would not be considered desirable to 

There has been no productive fishery in Bantry since 1828. 

abundance in 1823. None have appeared in any quantity 



Spral Fishery. 



Bantry, August 13, 1836. 

WiTivESSEs-Mr. Samuel Young, Port Surveyor of Bantry ; Mr. John Young, a very old Gentle- 
man, vho had been for very many years engaged in the Fisheries of Bantry; Mr. Richariv 
^oung; Mr. John Sandy Bird; Mr. J. B. Corkery ; Mr. Jeremiah Donovan, all re- 
sectable traders of the town of Bantry, and Sean Owners ; The Rev. Thomas B.arry, P.P. t 
Rev. MimiAEL 0 Sullivan, R.C.C.; Mr. Thomas Jenkins; Joseph M‘Carthy, Part 
viwner ot a Hooker, and others, Fishermen. 

ILe Commissioners liaving been informed that large slioals of Sprats had been taken 
in the J3ay of Bantry, in the end of July, and that the fish had suddenly deserted the 
place under rather unaccountable circumstances, determined to visit Bantry a second time 
tor the purpose of inquiring into the particulars on the spot. ’ 

Although the Sprat fishery of Bantry Bay seldom commences before the 15th of August 
arge shoals appeared this year about the 23rd July. On Monday the 25th, Mr. Corkery 
’• Bantry Bay ; the weather having been 

i e boisterous. Tliey continued up to the end of the month to 

dio ikTrPw when the weather became unusually fine and hot, and the 

Mr Co, kZv ^ I quantity taken since has been very inconsiderable. 

Ml. Coikery took altogether, about nine boat loads. Each boat load, is about eighty 
ImiTows, of eight cluggets to the barrow. The clugget counted in the presence of^thl 
Commissioners, contained fifteen long hundreds of Sprats, six score to eachLundred. The 
puce at which they so d, was 6d. the clugget fresh, or 1 a. salted. The huxters who 
puiehased them, retailed them at the hundred. Each boat load of fish takes about 
one ton and a half of salt to the first and second salting. 

The boat load will produce about twelve imperial gallons of oil, which for tanning pur- 
poses, IS as good as any that can be found, and is at present worth from 2s. 4d.to2s.6^/per 
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gallon. Tlie fish appeared first in Berehaven, and came up the Bay in about three davs 
after. The wind bemg strong from the N.W., and the sea extremely rough. ‘ 

Mr. Corkeiy thinks the Sprats are still in the Bay in great abundance, but in too deeo 
water, not less than Airty fathoms. I'hey stretch across the Bay between Whiddv and 
Oamsh, and up to Sheelhawn. Trip scans, or deep sea tuck nJs, ml7perhrps be used 
for taking them in the deep water, but there are none such in Bantry fit^ for Sprats nor is 
It possible to apply that description of net to the Sprat fishery as easUy as to Te Hirin ' 
fishery. Sprats retiring a much smaller mesh, the netW would L to heavy 
= e “ta to o'L'rS 

Theie is now in Bantry a tolerable supply of salt, about 300 tons: the price is 32s nev <5 u 

ton for Liverpool salt, and 40s for St TTheo TC & u ■ 
stand but a sLl time. 

The people were not prepared for the fish when it arrived this time. 

Man, were obliged to go to Kinsale to procnre netting. Great complaints are made of Notting. 
dSeS Lts rflrras?" M 3?“"““’ ”»'■“* » /mos?d”rirfabl of 

“resfa^hf ef .rSs. 

Ml. Young thinks loans by no means desireable, calculated to increase mischievonsiv r e.... i w i. 
fishing craft and to bring into the trade small farmers who shonld be oth74i™ SofS men ' 

and from whom the most exorbitant rents are exacted for the ground conZoustoEe^^ 

Mr. Jenkins on the contrary, thinks that the means of obtaining smal Toafff eas ionalh 

i£.f„fzrzisrms o?Lfr “ > hooker. isfSZolo 

f rwllff’d! '' ™t*edthe flsheif en, and took up the Znty 

j “T ‘"■Pro'-ement in the condition of the people is utterly hopeless with 
mfi 3? ,,*“"’.™'* «liout measures giving to the cultivator of the soil, eithm the cer 
f ' ^’Voyment, or of the full value of their improvements. Bounties and loans 
fonf dl but miserable e.xpedients, calcnlatetl to increase the ev , a„Ttfn”„: 

long tlie continuance of the present defective system. ” 

An acre of land with a comfortable house, and the certainty of the eniovmenf nf it- h,. o t j 

wotdd be better ff- the fisSZ faf^llfie 

bomities or other encouragement that Government could give 

Iho nnrestrictedandindiserlminatet.se of the u-ammel net at all seasons of the venr 

Xhe ^ad fish m them stink the ground.— (Z>a„ 2 VZ Harrington:) 

.SvSr4 ^ trammels.-(TW. 

^'ere the cause of the Sprats leaving the shoal water this year, because while the 

*he trammll nets coX^t ^ 

vanished “"d, and the Sprats immeLel.; 

No complaints have lately been made against this mode of fishing, because it was cene 
f “ in tlemf “T "=“‘nction of the Fishery Board, there fas neither a law fof- 

y fx r any department to whom a complaint could be made. The rea-uKtions at 

ivktm'''’ of the trammel fishery adopted in 1828, and approved of bv tlS 

observed L“ sof eZZfZZf Ed i'ZZ't 

doni4*“‘f Yoiff no good will be 

GENERAL REGULATIONS. 

f ZSS'ISESa day .1 October 1. 

sau-sor"”* "" d""™‘ "> b» s«. ollmved to remain in the water between sui.-rise and 

eveftaifZistf ” fr- »n-so. on Satnrday 

Sl’ECIFIC LIMITS FOR TRAMMEL SETS IN BANTRY BAY 

.^0 Trammel Net shall be set within a line drawn from Lonsye Castle, across to the Ball Hock, nor 



. Trammel Fishery. 
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Mr. John Young, aged eighty-seven, remembers the fisheries of Bantry upwards of fifty 
years, and has known in that time, often two or three years consecutively, during which 
scarcely any fish appeared in the bay, although neither trammel nets nor any other objec- 
tionable modes of fishing then existed. He therefore cannot admit that the sudden depar- 
ture of the Sprats, or the failm-e in the Herring Fishery, can be attributed to the use of 
trammels, although wholly unrestrained, as they are at present, they certainly do some 
mischief. 

Mr. Samuel Young thinks that the trammel net, as a most productive mode of fishing, 
certainly deserves encouragement. ’ 

Mr. Richard Young, whose family has for centuriesbeen engaged in the fisheries of Bantry, 
knows that so important a branch of trade was the export of Fish to Spain in former time's^ 
that his great grandfather lost £2000 by the failure of one house in Bilboa. 

Mr. Jenkins has seen the books of a Mr. Meade, who prosecuted thefisheries at Bantry 
from 1730 to 1745, shewing an enormous export of Pilchards at that time. One invoice 
was for 6000 barrels in one shipment. The wages to the men were precisely the same as 
they are now. There were sixteen seans divided amongst four owners, viz., Young, Meade, 
Galway, and Parson Davis., The fishery was even then the subject of very strict regulation* 
the original manuscripts of which Mr. R. Young very kindly furnished to the Commis- 
sioners. 

Mr. John Sandy Bird thinks that trammels are so productive, that tliey should not be dis- 
couraged any further than the restraints in the regulations of 1828, which he thinks would 
answer all purposes. They certainly were not the cause of the Sprats vanishing, as the 
Sprats have been in the bay in deep water since April. 

The Rev. Mr. Barry contrasts the present prosperous state of the poorer classes, owing 
to the short fishery, with their wretchedness when the Commissioners visited Bantry in 
April, and he adds the gratifying intelligence, that the people ai-e latterly becoming riiore 
remai-kabie than, usual for temperate habits. There ai-e 150 persons associated in the Tem- 
perance Society; among them are some who were the most abandoned and profligate cha- 
racters, but who have become orderly and prosperous. He mentions among others the case 
of a butcher, who from haviugbeen anaked profligate wretch, is become a most respectable 
character. There ai’e numerous such instances, and very few cases of relapse. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

From the Coast of Kerry to Baltimore. 

The. means used for catching fish on this line of coast are, long lines, small spillards, 
hand lines, seans, drift-nets, and trammels. The boats fish off shore during the months of 

April, May, June, and July. The in-shore fishing is carried on in small boats from the 1st 

of May to the 1st of September, for round fish; and for Mackerel and Herrings, to the 
1st of November. The larger boats fish for Hake from the 1st of August to the 1st of 
November. The small boats give most employment — {Mr. James. O’ Driscoll, of Crook- 
haven.) 

The Hake fishing, which is principally carried on with trammels, begins in September, 
and ends in March ; and the Mackerel, Pilchard, and Herring fisheries begin in June, and 
end in March. The trammels seem to give most employment, but the seans are the prin- 
cipal and most productive modes of fishing — {Mr. W. B. Harvey, C. G. O., Dwmiamis 
Bay.) 

In the deep sea fishing, where the soundings are from fifty to seventy fathoms, long lines are 
used, mounted with from 2000 to 3000hooks, on which are taken Cod, Ling, Haddock, Conger, 
Skate, and a few Turbot. This off shore fishing begins in April, and ends in July, ’'fhe 
Hake and hand lind fishing, in soundings of from ten to forty fathoms, begin in July, and 
end in October; the inshore fishing continues throughout the year. The heavy scan is 
110 fathoms long by 1 5 fathoms deep, and is used along stiore, in water of from one to seven 
fathoms deep, to take Sprat, Herrings, Pilchards, Mackerel, and Skad. The tiiek-sean 
is 100 fathoms long, by 15 deep, and is used in any depth of water, to take such fish as 
appear in shoals on the surface, such as Mackerel, Skad, Pollock, and Gurnet. Trammels 
are used for Hake and flat fish ; drift-nets for Herrings, Pilchards, and Mackerel. The 



within another line drawn from the eastern point of Whiddy Island to Carriglea, on the western en- 
trance of Ardnagashel. 

Nor within Giengariff Harbour, that is, a line drawn from Rcenaclough, or Stony Point, to Reen- 
bcagha, or Beach Point west. 

RICHARD YOUNG,) MICHAEL DALY, I.,. 

JOHNJAGOE, kSean Owners. JOHN CORKERY, (.Trammel 

DANIEL LYNE, ) SAMUEL VICKERY, j 

We approve of the above Regulations, and hereby require that they be strictly observed. 

HENRY TOWNSEND 1 Secretary to the Commissioners 
’/ of Irish Fisheries. 



JAMES R. BARRY, 
Fishery Office, Bantry, 21st June, 1828. 



I Inspector General 
f Southern District. 
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sean and trammel fishery are ihe most productive, and give the most emplot-ment (Mr. 

Murphy, of Newt(non, near Bantry.) 

The Herring, Mackerel, and Skad Fisheries begin in August, and continue to Christ- 
mas ; Haddock and Whiting ai-e taken at all times ; Ling, from the end of February to 
July; and Hake, from July to Christmas. With seans they take Hen-ings, Mackerel, 

Skad, Sprats, and sometimes Pilchards ; with drift-nets they take Herrings ; and with 
spillards they catch Haddock, Cod, Hake, Ling, flat fish, and Whiting. With one kind of 
trammel they take Hake; with smother kind, flat fish. 

Near Banti-y, the seans give most employment, and are most productive. Near Castle- 
town (Berehaven) spillards and hand lines give most (^Mr. Hutchins, of Bantry.) 

The long lines, spillards, hand lines, towing lines, seans and herring-nets, are the chief 
modes of fishing about Bantiy Bay, but the sean fishery has nearly failed for the last four 
or five years — (^Mr. Eugene O'Sullivan, of Bere Island.) 

The practice of trawling has increased, and is rnost injurious. The quantity of flat fish Trawling and 
has diminished, and the fishermen complain of in-shore trawling, and setting Hake tram- Modes complained 
meis too early nj the season — (ik/r. Baldwin, C.G.O., Long Island.) of. 

Trawling has increased since the officers of the Fislieries ceased to act ; and the general 

belief is, that it is injurious because it disturbs the spawn andbreaks the shoals of fish. (Mr. 

O' Driscoll, of Croohhave)i.) 

Trawling is not practised in Dunmanus Bay, but the fishermen complain of the tram- 
mels opposing and breaking the shoals of fish when coming up tlie Bay. Frequent con- 
tentions arise between the sean and herring-net fishers, in consequence of the herrincr-nets 
being shot across the scans in their draught and landing points. — {Coast Guard (Officer, 

Dunmanus Bay() 

Persons who pursue different modes of fishing are very jealous of each other. The Ban- 
try sean owners at one time endeavoured to do away with the Hake trammel fishing, and 
there is still a bad feeling among the parties, the sean owners wishing to have a monopoly 
of the market, the quantity of Hake having brought down the prices of Mackerel and Her- 
rings. — {Mr. O' Donovaih, Dunmanus Bay.) 

Trawling has become so unproductive since 1829, that only one boat in Bantry Bay is 
provided with a trawl fit for use. Most people think it was highly injurious to the spawn of 
fish. Some maintain that by stirring up the ground, more insects were exposed, and that 
in consequence, the fish obtained a greater supply of food. The sean owners complain of 

trammels, and pretend tliat the shoals of fish are broken by them (Mr. Hutchins, of 

Bantry.) ^ . 

The modes of fishing complained of by all fishermen, are trammels and trawls. The 
trammels destroy and cut away the Immense shoals of fish which approach the land in the 
months of May and June, and continue there until about the middle of October. I have 
heard a fisherman declare that he belonged to a beam-trawl boat not long since, and that 
he was present when it almost surpassed the strength of six men to haul up the trawl, and 

to their surprise on getting up the trawl, they found nothing but Hake spawn {Mr. Eugene 

O’ Sullivan, of Bere Island.) 

The condition of the fishing vessels in the_ Crookhaven district, (extending from Tuor- Boats and Gear, 
more to Dunmanus Bay) is not' good, either in hulls or materials ; many are rigged with old 
and half w-orn rope, and sails generally old and unfit for sea when the weather is at all 
rough ; the row-boats are badly caulked and tarred, the oars are pieced, the hawsers are 
pieced and knotted, the nets are old and broken, and the anchors not good; tiie spillards, 
however, are tolerably good. The half deckedhooker, seventeen tons, costs when new and 

complete with gear £154. Tiie open smacks of five tons, with gear, cost about £38 {Mr. 

O' Driscoll of Crookhaven.) 

Generally speaking, owing to the distressed state of the fishermen, the boats on the coast 
from Ballyeizard Point to Roaring Water, are in bad condition. Since the discontinuance 

of the bounties, but little credit is given to the poor fishermen {Mr. Baldwin. C.G.O.. 

Long Island.) 

The fishing vessels and boats with their gear, in the Coast Guard district of Castletown, 

(Berehaven,) are in the greatest disrepair, and some are altogether useless for want of 
means to repair them — {Mr. Eugene O' Sxdlivan, Bere Island.) 

Seans of 120 fathoms long, from ten to fifteen fathoms deep, with a mesh varying from 
one to two inches, cost generally £120 — {Mr. Skinner, Chief Boatman, Coast Guard, 

Castletown.) 

Tlie sean boats of Dunmanus Bay are but indifferent in their appointment, and as to the 
other boats, they are of a most miserable description, and yet it is surprising how successful 
the fishermen are with such poor means. The boats are heavy and small, and not fit to 
attempt fishing beyond the limits of the Bay. All the boats belong to partners, except the 
.sean boats. The prices of nets may be rated as follows : 

The seans at Kilcomane average about 130 fathoms in length, and 12 fatiioms in depth, Prices of Nets; 
with a mesh vai-ying from ^ inch to 2^ inches. Complete, their cost is £80. 

The herring-nets ai-e about 30 fathoms long, and 3 or 4 deep. Tlieir cost is about £2. 

Six or seven of tliese nets ai-e generally used in a boat. 

The trammel nets are. about the same length as the herring-nets, also the same depth, 
with a mesh of from 3 to 4 inches. Their cost is about 30s. each, and eight or ten are 
used in a boat. — {Mr. W. R. - Harvey, C.G.O., D^mmanus Bayi) 

At Crookhaven the fish are sold to intermediate dealers corned or salted. The fisher- Markets, 
men convey their Ling and Hake to Cork, but sell to dealers all'other kinds of fish. The 
carrying trade gives much employment. In consequence of the inhabitants having boats 
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of their own, but little fish is sold fresh in the neighbourhood of Crookhaven, but erery 
description of fish is always cured and sent to Cork. The supply would not be' more 
than equal to the wants of the parish, but that the inhabitants not having means to pur- 
chase, the fish is bought and carried to the towns, viz.; — to Skibbereen, 20 miles distant 

Clonakilty, 35 ; Bandon, 44; Cork, 60; andDunmanway, 32miles. The fish is carried either 
on horseback in panniers, or by boat, as to Skibbereen and Cork. Scotch Hen-ings are 
brought into the neighbouring towns, as are also Newfoundland fish, but not in any great 
quantities. 

The prices of fish are — ^for Ling per score, 10s.; for Haddock of a large size, lOd. for 
three; Cod, from 4iZ. to 5rf. each ; a large Turbot, Is.-, a Hake, 2d. to Herrings 

2s. the hundred. Mackerel, Bream, Pollock, and other fish are sold cheap. In the 
months of May and June, cured Mackerel will bring 10s. 6d. the hundred ; cured Skad 
5.S. theliundred; cured Ling, 23s. the cwt.; cured Hake, from 30s. to 40s. the hundred- 
cured Herrings, from 3s. to 4s. the hundred; cured Eels, from 5d. to Is. each; and 
Pilchards, 2s. 6d. the hundred. 

Tlie difference in price between Irish and Scotch cured Herrings here, is about one 
shilling in favour of the Irish, as they are not so salt as the Scotch. The Ling of botJi 
countries bring the same price. 

There are no curing establishments here belonging to tradei-s. The fishermen’s families 
cure their own fish, and the fish is often injured by being kept at sea too long in the sum- 
mer time without salting. 

The fisliermeh think that the oil of pilchards destroys their netting, and tliei-efore they 
neglect taking them. Their impression is, that the value of the fish would not compensate 

them for the injuiy done their nets, and they have no means of extracting the oil (Mj-. 

O’ Driscoll, of Crookhaven.') 

At Bere Island, the supply of any kind of fish is not equal to the demand (Mr. Eunene 

O'Sullivan.) 

The quantity of fish brought into harbour never exceeds the demand ; it is not equal to 
the demand, as there generally is a supply of Newfoundland fish and Scotch Herrings 
Inquired at the latter end of the season, about Lent — {Mr. Skinner, C.G. Boatman, Castle- 
tovm, Berehaven.) 

The fish cured at Berehaven, and at the Kenmai-e side of this district, is sent by water 
to Cork, whereas all the fish taken in Banti-y Bay and Dunmanus Bay is sold in Bantry 
and the greater part of it taken by carriers, and distiibuted through the counties of Cork 
and Kerry; a small portion of it is taken to Tipperary and Limerick. Tlie carriers pur- 
chase in our market, and usually sell to retailers in other markets; the fish is taken in pan- 
niei-5 placed in carts, and also in toploads. The roads generally are good. But once within 
recollection has the supply of fresh fish exceeded the demand. Sprat was at one season so 
exceedingly abundant in Bantry Bay, as to be put out for manure. From 56 to 200 ban-els 
of Scotch Hen-ings have sometimes been brought to Bantry, but at some seasons there are 
none required. The prices of cured fish aj-e as follow: — Ling, from 16s. to 20s. per cwt.- 
Cod, from l_2s. to 14s. per cwt.; Conger-eel, Is. each; Hake, from 30s. to 4ol per long 
hundred of six score, the weight of which may be 2 cwt. ; Mackerel, from 7s. to 9s. per 
hundred; Skad, 6s. and Bream 7s. per cwt., and Herrings from Is. to 3s. per hundred. 
Sprats are sold by a measure of 12 quarts heaped, which is called a clugget, and brings 
from 16c?. to 2s., when cured ; but from lOd. to Is. when the Sprats are fresh!— (Mr. Mur- 
phy, of Newtown, near Bantry.) 

Although Pilchards come into Dunmanus Bay in great quantities, the fishermen do not take 
tijem, both in consequence of their not having the means of curing them, and because their 

nets would be injured (by the oil) beyond the valueof the fish (Mr.G. U.Harvey C.G 0 

Dunmanus Bay.) J-> • • ••> 

There are not any regulations on this part of the coast for fixing the times and modes of 
fishing; regulations are required. The right of shooting seans has led to violent breaches 
of the peace. 



Contentions arise generally with strangers who come trawling; but fishermen complain 
much against gentlemen who trawl, though they do not attack tliera. Regulations calcu- 
lated to restrain contentions of this nature, would be best obtained by taking the sense of 
the fishermen themselves in the fii-st instance, and giving the same the effect of law The 
regulations which would prove most beneficial at Crookhaven would be, to prevent the 
harbour from being fished more than three times a week. Such a regulation would be found 
of equal advantage to all narrow and small harbours like Crookhaven; for experience has 
shewn tlie fishermen, that by adopting tliis mode of shooting their nets, only three niirhts in 
the week, they catch ten times more fish. The number of boats that now use nets is five 
times as many as formerly; and in narrow harbours, where fish have no inlets to net into 
nets should not be set m the months of May and June, until one hour and a-half after sun! 
set, nor m the months of July, August and September, until the same period after sun set 
An extension of powers to the local magistrates is requisite (Mr. O’ Driscoll, of Crook- 

IRe want of regulations on this part of the coast is injurious to the fisheries The 
regulation would be the establishment of a fund, by wliich poor fishermen would be enabled 
Sw boats and gear suitable to the fisheries.— (A/r. Baldwin, C. G. Officer., Loi^ 



I think alhntelhgent persons, who are not interested, are unfavourable to anv restric- 
tions. Experience will suit the mesh to the average sizs of the fish. If the Dublin and 
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""" ™”W '“A any thing*_(J/,.. 

All restrictions with regard to Hake fishing should be left to thf^ +t, i 

to local Inspector was gone from fhem.-dlfr. 0’i>„4 o/iJonoL’. aL j»” 

The fishermen s moral habits and general comliirt are^ nnr,A . • 

miserable ! they are not half as comfolaWe as the working fradts’mm and°mwTe'“ "" 
dered on a level with the agricultural labourers. The use of atouTsid’,.;. n ^ “7 fishermen, 

to an injurious degree. All the fishermpn in tlno rt:....- not prevail 

e.xception of a few families have land - nnd Crookhaven, with the 

“if 1 iSg"%i“3““i" 

:Sati;!-=SrHE» 

---tfequenteitoess in drlnking._(dfr. Tol'^Tw^l 
arellnld^Klllr/to- “f much inured to hardships, and 

rnl■^e^:tol 

lre!'KseShil=lfl;l^^^^ 

haven. Tlietoalfl^^^^^^^^ f»nds and 

perhaps four years to repay it. Since the extinction of the loan fund flT Lheimen’ 

f- theh boats and 

ho^^nfV”' H K*"'m r'n "?’i or any local fund, in the nTighbonr 

hood oi Cl ookhaven, by which the fishermen could he a«aicti»4 Tiira .afr * j° i 

theloans of the late FisLry Board, was the ge'S eXk“g'of fitorLt“an7 tmm t 
thrifi?fi^^’ improvement of the condition of several fishermen to this day A 

iew ^ Fo TI instalments, should the boat and g£r bt 

new. hoi otlier fishery purposes two years would be enough The fi«he^i-m,.T, 

■' -"ri„uslycharged.-^rilfr. 

ina™ 7° *0 oonditlon of the fishermen in Dun- 

manns Bay, as the restrictions imposed, and tile various hands which the fund passed thron ah 

thinrbeTtc7 T 7°i f'f condition of the fishermen here. Is if ILy 

mZs 7") *'““>'7' Board.-(A»„ym»s fiom D,.l 

The late Fishery Loan Fund produced extortion in landlords, immorality and imprudence 

Tj.* {,(’'^5° ®^'n? species of fish be much more diminutive in the one place than in the other Mr 

in^ttlhaUno^r ""T i" whole of the evidence appertain- 
ing to tiiat Jino of coast, would warrant the existence of such a fact. ‘ ‘ 

T 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Mr. Atteridge’s 
Establishment. 



Condition of the 
Fishermen. 



Character of iho 
Fishermen. 



A Loan Fund not 
beneficial. 



Bounties for cur- 
ing Cod, Ling, &c. 
would be best. 



Premiums for 
Skill, &c. 



Necessity of 
Kegulations. 



Numlior of Boats 
and Men, 



Castletovmsend, August 26, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Barry and Townsend. 

Witnesses — Mr. Thomas Atteeidge and Mr. Bryan Sheehy. 

Mr. Atteridge states that he has been a resident and extensive trader in the town of 
Castletownsend for a period of twenty-two years, or more ; that he is the proprietor of 
three large hookers, (one decked and two half-decked,) which he employs almost conti- 
nually in the prosecution of the Fisheries, and occasiondly in the coasting trade, when the 
fish do not fall in on the coast. He is also the proprietor of extensive stores in the same 
town, well supplied with every article requisite for fishery purposes — hemp, pitch, tar, 
ropes, canvass, salt, timber, hooks, lines, &c. &c. He is also the owner of sean-boats, 
with suitable gear, which he can apply to the capture of Mackerel, Herrings, Skad, or Sprat, as 
opportunity may offer. Mr. Atteridge alleges that he has, at this present period, more 
capital embai'ked in the Fisheries than any other person resident on that line of coast, and 
has always found it (with the exception of this season, which has proved a particularly bad 
one) a productive and remunerating pursuit. His dealings with the fishermen inhabiting 
a considerable tract of coast, both east and west of Castletownsend, are very extensive, and 
afford him ample opportunity of forming a tolerably correct opinion on the subject of their 
present state and condition. 

Although they are still poor and struggling, yet he considers their general condition, 
witliin the last ten years, as much improved ; and attributes this improvement, in a great 
measure, to the facilities afforded them through his establishment, (as well as one or two 
minor establishments of this nature on other points of the coast,) in procuring, on credit, 
the gear and materials requisite for the prosecution of their calling, and in being allowed 
the benefit of a whole yeai-’s fishing, to supply the means of re-paying the debt. 

Mr. Atteridge further states, that although he has for many years past supplied the 
fishermen on his line of coast with materials on credit, and although the far greater portion 
of them were not at the moment worth one shilling, yet he has every reason to be satisfied 
with their integrity and punctuality. It is only in eases where the season had been very 
bad, or where indisposition precluded the possibility of the fisherman’s going to sea, that 
he felt it prudent to extend the period of payment ; but he ultimately was paid the full amount 
of his demand, when the fisherman was enabled by his industry to make it, which was 
usually in the course of the ensuing season. 

Some short time since, he sold a sean and boat to some poor fishermen on credit, and 
their success the very first season enabled them not only to pay off the debt incurred, 
but to acquire a considerable surplus to meet their own wants. Since then, he has sold 
another sean on credit to other poor fishermen, who are now using it witli so much success 
as to promise similar results. 

Ml'. Atteridge states, that the fishermen almost universally, on his line of coast, rent a 
small bit of gi'ound for the season, which, with the aid of their families, they are enabled 
to plant with potatoes, without its interfering with their fishing pursuits ; and although they 
pay a con-acre price, amounting to double what the farmer pays, yet it contributes mate- 
rifuly to the comforts of their families. He thinks that establishments like his, dealing 
liberally by the poor fishermen, affording them a reasonable extent of credit, and looking 
to no other security than the moral character of the individual, would be far preferable to 
loan funds, where the re-payments are punctually and rigorously enforced, and "where the 
measures resorted to for their enforcement more frequently produce mischief than benefit. 
He says that the late fishery loan fund did not, for the foregoing reasons, produce any per- 
manent advantages ; and he is satisfied, that if the fishermen got their choice to-morrow, 
they would prefer such a system as that upon which his establishment is worked, to a re- 
vival of the loans, which would require from them a species, or rather a solvency of secu- 
rity, they would be incapable of providing or procuring. He thinks the most effectual 
encouragement the Fisheries on the coast of Ireland could receive from the Government, 
would be a moderate bounty on cured Cod, Ling, Hake, Haddock, Glassen, Eel, or such 
dry-cured fish as could be easily marked, so as to prevent the possibility of re-production, 
which may readily be practised in the case of barrelled Herrings, or any small fish of this 
nature. Such a measure, if conducted on a judicious system, would, he thinks, be far 
preferable to the introduction of loans; but should that be refused, the next best measure 
would be the establishment of premiums or small rewards, for superiorskill, industry, and 
sobriety on the part of the fisherman, and the inculcation of moral, cleanly, and industrious 
habits in his family and household concerns. 

Mr. Atteridge also is of opinion, that local regulations, for the government of the Fisheries 
in different places, would not only be salutary, but quite necessary to the peaceable prose- 
cution of the Fisheries, which sometimes suffer from tlie factious conduct of those em- 
bai'ked in them, and their illegal interference with each other. He is however of opinion, 
that regulations of this nature should emanate in the first instance from the fishermen them- 
selves, and be afterwards confirmed by some controlling power, wliose sanction should have 
the effect of law. TOienever an infraction of these regulations occurred, the Magistracy, 
at Petty Sessions, should be empowered to inflict summary punishment, whether the infrac- 
tion took place on the land or at sea. 

There are in Castletownsend, and its neighbourhood, nine hookers, about twenty small 
sail-boats, and about two hundred row-boats. He calculates that not less than 1000 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COUNTY CORK. 



147 



men are occasionally employed in these boats ; fact, whenever the fish fall in, and the 

weather permits. 

JR- Atteridge thinks that one of the most important benefits which could be confen-ed on Piers or Landiin? 
tlie fisheries connected with tliB harbour, would be the erection of landing quays on the dZls 
southern and western sides of it, calculated to produce shelter against the S.W. storms, 
which alone a^ffect it; and also to afford the craft frequenting it the necessary facilities of 
landing and sluppmg. He asserts that the constant inconvenience, and oftentimes the evils, 
occ^ioned by the want of such protection and accommodation, cannot be sufficiently de- 
scribed by him. He thinks that landing quays, well suited to the requisite objects, maybe 
erected at a moderate cost ; and says that he himself would be a liberal subscriber on such 
an occasion. Ihe land proprietors principally interested in the lands that immediately 
encompass the hartour are Lord Audley, Sir WilUam Becher, Bart., Lieutenant-Colonel 
Townsend, 14th Dragoons, and Mr. Thomas Somerville. There are others resident in 
and about the town, who may also have a sufficient interest in the erection of those works, 
to induce them to contribute something in aid of their construction. 

Atteridge states, that the principal bankpff this part of the coast is the Nymph Bank, Fishincr Banks 
whicli he has fished m twenty-five fathoms water, and found exceedingly productive. It ^ 
lies south of the harbours of Glandore and Castletownsend, about fifty or sixty miles, and 
IS remarkable for a great abundance of all sorts of fish ; but it is only in summer time that 
undecked vessels can venture to it. There are also other banks near the shore, which seem 
to be launches of the Nymph Bank, namely—the Closheen Bank, bearing S.S.W. of the 
btags Rocks, and distant from them about ten miles; the Capers Bank, beai-ing S.S.W. 
from the Fastnet Rock, and distant from, it seven miles; Tonson’s Bank, bearing S W of 
the Mizen Head, and distant from thence twenty-seven miles. All these last mentioned 
banks are remarkable for Cod, Ling, Hake, Glassen, Conger, Turbot, and Hallibut, &c. 

Mr. Atteridge thinks the practice of trawling has greatly increased since the expiration of Trawling, 
the late _fishei 7 laws ; and it is, both in his own opinion, and that of experienced fishermen 
about him, most injurious to the harbour fisheries, by dispersing and frightening away the 
shoals of hsh that frequent the creeks and harbours at certain seasons. He says that his 
practical acquaintance wi^ the Fisheries, for a period of twenty years, would warrant him 
m saying, tJiat trawling should never be allowed nearer the mouth of a "harbour than one 
mile and a-halt at nearest. 

JVL. Bry^ Sheehv states that he is the proprietor of a hooker, which he almost entirely 
employs in fishing. With the exception of the present season, which has proved unusually 
unproductive, he has been very fairly remunerated. He is likewise the owner of a sean 
and spillards, with suitable boats to attend on each of these modes of fishing He is also 
supplied with hemng-nets; but, from the badness of the season, he has had no opportunity' 
of using them. He resides on the south side of Castletownsend haibour, where he keeps 
a small store of such articles as the fishermen may require, and which he gives them without 
hesitation, on credit, until the produce of their labour enables them to pay the debt. He 
never moks to any otlier security on these occasions, than the chai-acter of the individual Honesty of the 
himself, and he never had occasion to regret his confidence in them, as he is always sure of Fishermen, 
being paid when the money is earned. The poverty of the fisherman often obliges him to 
dispose of his fish fresh, at a very reduced price, in order to procure the means of meeting 
other calls ; so that whatever little money he earns during the season is generally insufi? 
cient, after payment of his debt to the trader, to provide for the wants of his family in the 
dead pait of Ae year, when the fish are not to be had. If the poorer description of fisher- 
men could aitord, by any species of legislative encouragement, to cure their fish, and hold Cin-ing 

it over until they had a quantity worth bringing to market, tliey could double their earn- 
mgs by It, and thereby graduallyaccumulate a little capital. 

llie fishermen about him do not use ardent spirits scarcely at all, but, on the other General Condition 
hand, ai-e remarkable for their sobriety. They have all a bit of con-acre ground, which of the 
they plant with potatoes, and which, though double the farmer’s rent, is indispensable to 
tiieir comforts ; without it they could not manage at all. He thinks the condition of the 
fishermen, instead of being improved by being congregated in towns, would be considerably 
deteriorated. In towns, they are always in the way of contracting idle habits, and fre- 
quenting public-houses ; but when scattered on the sea shore, with a little bit of gi-ound to 
occupy their spare time, they have notliing in their neighbom-hood calculated to generate 
Idle habits. Could they but procure a bit of potato-gi-ound, on the terms usually let to the 
tamers, and could they but afford to hold over their cured fish until tiie quantity was worth 
bringing to market, tlieir condition would be materially improved. 

• tl'itiks that loans would assist the fishennen generally, provided they were Loans. 

indulged with a long period for the re-payment of them, (say three years,) and the re-pay- 

raetits to be made by easy instalments. The old fishery loan fund, from the defectiveness 

ol the system, which pressed them for payment before tliey could possibly eai-n it, caused 

in general more harm than good. He thinks a moderate bounty would advance the fisheries B ounties Desira- 

on this coast more than any other measure, as it would enable the fishermen to cure the hlc. 

hsh, which his necessities now compel him to sell fresh, for half its value. 

He says that the greatest inconvenience is felt in the harbour, from the want of piers or Piers and Landing 
landing quays ; whicii, from tlie facilities the country affords in the way of materials, could Quays, 
be erected at a very moderate cost. Works of this nature would, in his opinion, greatly 
contribute to the advancement of the fisheries. 

Mr. Sheehy is also of opinion, that wherever the fisheries are established, regulations for Regulations 
their government ai-e quite indispensable. Contentions often arise, nets handline-fishing 
constantly and violently interfered with, and quantities of fish lost in consequence— all 

T 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




148 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



which may be prevented by a concise code of local regulations, the infraction of which mat’ 
be punished by the Magistracy at Petty Sessions. 



Glandore^ June 27, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Barry and Townsend. 

Witnesses — Richard Adams, Esq., Glandore Lodge; John Morris, jun. Esq., Prospect; John 
Rancland, Esq., Kilfinan Castle; Daniel Donovan, Esq., Squince; Mr. Denis O’Hea, 
Glandore; John French, Esq., Rock Hill ; Thomas Roche, Esq., Union Hall. 

Glandore Harbour. After leaving Kinsale harbour, that of Glandore is the next safe and accessible one on 
the S.W. coast. It lies about twenty-seven miles to the westward of the Old Head of Kin- 
sale, and between three and four miles to the west of Ross harbour, which latter place is only 
available to small boats, being quite dry at low water. 

Rocks called the The entrance to Glandore harbour is formed on the eastern side by a high and bold cliff, 

Dangers. called File-a-Shouk, or the Hawk’s Cliff; and on the western side by apromontory, termi- 

nating in a point, and known by the name of Sheelah Point. About a mile within its 
entrance, and nearly in its centre, are four rocks called the Dangers, situated at short dis- 
tances from each other, wliich render the navigation to the anchorage ground exceedingly 
dangerous to those who ai-e not aware of their position. The first, or most southern of 
these rocks, is called the Outward Danger, being that which lies nearest the harbour’s 
moutli. It shews at half ebb, and remains exposed to view until half flood again. The 
second rock is situated about a quarter of a mile to the north of the former, and is called 
the Middle Danger. This rock also shews at half ebb. The third rock lies but a very 
short distance northwai'd of the foregoing, and is called the Little Danger. It shews at 
four hours ebb, and is covered again at about two hours flood. The fourth rock, lying but 
a short distance to the north of the former, is called the Sunken Danger, inconsequence 
of its being always covered, having a depth of water over it at low spring tides of from 
tliree to four feet. On either side of this series of rocks is a safe and deep channel, through 
either of which vessels of a large size may proceed securely, when the wind does not head 
them ; but should it prove adverse, so as to render it necessary to beat up the harbour, the 
risk then becomes considerable to those who are ignorant of the position of these rocks. 

Mr. Adams states that, a few years since, the late Boai'd of Irish Fisheries solicited the 
attention of the Ballast Office Commissioners to the dangerous position of these rocks, and 
suggested, _ at the same time, the expediency of erecting a metal spit on each of them, of 
.sufficient size to point out their position at all times of tide, and of sufficient strength to re- 
sist the force of the waves that break over them in southerly storms. The suggestion was 
promptly attended to. Preparations were made by that corporation towards carrying the 
project into execution, and a portion of their establishment was sent round to Glandore for 
that purpose. The Outward Dangers were well and sufficiently spitted with two substantial 
iron pillars, (one at either end,) cradled at the top, but unnecessarily long. The remaining 
rocks, namely, the Middle and Little Dangers, after having been perforated for the requisite 
9^ spits, were left in that state unfinished, and without anj’ assigned cause. 

Risk U; Strangers The risk to strangers entering the harbour was thus materially increased, because when 
coming in the Har- tlie Middle Danger was covered by the water, many persons unacquainted with the liar- 
bour believed that the safest channel was between the two spits, and thus ran directly on 
the middle rock. Iwo or three instances of serious injury to small stranger vessels have 
qccuiTed, and in tlie year 1832, the brig Bacchus of Bideford, with a cargo of 400 tons of 
timber from Miramichi, struck upon the Sunken Danger and narrowlv escaped total loss ; 
tlie vessel was materially injured, and was obliged to discharge her cargo. 

Several ineffectual applications were made to the Ballast Board, and on one occasion 
they desired the gentleman who was the medium of communication to stick wooden poles 
into the holes, declaring that they would incur no further expense. The same gentleman 
did afterwards cause wooden spars of sufficient dimensions to be erected on the Middle 
Danger, and a buoy to be placed on the Sunken Danger, but although they have been since 
then twice renewed, the sea runs so very high, that all except the original iron spits have 
been washed away. 

Consequences 'Hie consequence of this is, that there is really a considerable risk to strangers entering 

Rising from the. the harbour, which has excited such well founded appreliensions generally as to render it 
Dangers not being extremely liard to induce the owners of small coasting vessels to enter the harbour. Tlie 
® ■ geiKM-al trade of the place is materially retarded, much loss and inconvenience is experienced 

by the persons engaged in working mines, and quarries in the district adjacent, and one of 
the safest and best sheltered harbours on the coast has got so bad a name for want of this 
improvement, that no vessels of any description like to approach it. 

It has been suggested that a large bell should be erected on one of the spits, which would 
be useful at night. ' 

(ilamioto Pior. I„ 1828 a pier was built at Glandore at the joint cost of the Board of Fisheries, and of 
JVlessrs. Allen and Barry interested in the property. 

It is most useful as a landing quay and for manure, but quite insufficient for any purposes 
oi siielter. It is at this present moment in a seriously dilapidated state from the storms of 
last winter, and has already, from casualties of this nature, caused an expense in its repairs 
uearly equal to its original cost; those repairs were executed solely and exclusively at the 
expense of an individual interested in the property, and a boat slip was built by the same 
person, which, as it afforded a facility of drawing up the boats on the appearance of bad 
weatlier, was the most useful part of the work. 

”1 bis gentleman believing that all the parties who derived accommodation from the pier 
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would %yillingly contribute to keeping it up, framed a code of regulations* with that view 
which were for a short time generally acquiesced in, but one gentleman in the neighbour! 
hood knowmg hat they were not sanctioned by law, refused to concur, and the consequence 
been, that the regulations have not been since observed, nor any contribution ever ob- 
tained towards keeping the work m order. 

h £25 toward, puttiag tlte work which Grant fro.n the 

had been recently repaired into better condition, and it was then thoronghlv repaired, but Board of Works 
the gales of l^t Winter have ap.n caused snch senons dilapidation, that nnl4s It be loked RopthringPicr. 
after at once ,t wtll meT.tably be washed away daring the coming winter, bnt unless a con- 
siderable addition be ™de to the work by extending the present pier, and building a ietty 
on the northern side of the little haihonr for the purpose of preventing the effect of tlte re- 
flux of the waves, it will be peqietnally subject to dilapidation, and productive of a very 
serious annual expense. ^ w d vei)- 

Mr, Denis O'Hea, who had been appointed to look after the work, produced the accounts 
f>"= 1830, by which it appeared that a sum 5 

£2,4 18s. 6d. was expended, towards which only £29 4s. 6d. in tolls or contributions was 
received, including the grant from the Board of Works. 

* For the purpose of insuring the maintenance in good order of the pier lately erected at Glandore 
md of rendenng the work as generdly useful as possiblo, the following rules aui regulations must b,: 
strictly observed by all persons who shall hereafter resort to the pier, from the 1st of Jennaiy, 1830- 
1st. Rshing-boots, and vessels of all descriptions, either engaged in the Fisheries, or in the trans- 
port of stores necessary for the prosecution of the smne, at all times to be considered entitled to ■ 
feience of berths or moorings, either at the quays or within the shelter harbour. 8" 

2nd. No vessel to he made fast to coping stones or other parts of the work, whereby any damaue 

SraTharpm" ”” pV-r rij 

u '» discharge ballast on any account within the shelter harbour or in the channel but 

S‘"i ““ angle of the kant, or in such otherpl.ee Sthe 



r other parts, or 



harbour master may direct. 

4th. No vessel to disturb, remove, or injure any paving or other stones, or posts 
matters belonging to the pier. ^ 

,h.“ilr?uT‘‘ ” 1“'' “.“P P"‘ “f '>>0 pier, that is, between 

the stairs at the angle of the kant and the pier head, nor on any other part of the pier, nearer than 

h£d. “ ""■’“""Pted oat passage may be at all timers left to the pier 

6th. No vessel above five tons burthen to be dlowed to bo alongside of the pier or eu.vs without 
putting out two or more fenders, of sufficient length to prevent the channel bo.fds or ofhej projecting 
timber from catching in the coping, or injuring the walls. ^ ^ 

And ^ it is essential to the preservation of this pier, that a fund be created for the purpose of re- 
munerating such person or persons as shdl be appointed from time to time, to protect the^work and 
to enforce the regulaUons, and of repairing such damages as may occur ^ 

all”:e“"fiS;^^^^^^^^^^^ •" ‘P' P». fo' 

For ever, lighter load of sand, Iimded on the pier or quay, 48.; for every twenty-four hours that 
he same or any part of ,t shall be allowed to remmn, after the first three days, 28; tor evm boS 
load of om weed land^ed, 28 ; tor over, twenty-four hours that the same shall be .flowed to remain 
after the firft day, 28 ; for ever, ton of timber landed on the pier or quay, 28; for every twenty’ 
four hours that the same shall be allowed to remain, after the first meek, 28; for every ton of coals 
or culm 28 ; for .very barrel of wheat, of 20 stone, shipped or landed at ffie pie,r|8 tor every 
barrel of oats, of 33 stone, 18; for every barrel of barley, of 36 stone, 18; sack of ilouj 

^ the ptr, 18 ‘'■“““3 orshippe.I 

.kJ'iLn”'’"”'. •» P“P “ exact registry of the names of all vessels and boats 

that shall resort to the pier, their cargoes, the owners’ names. 

He will be held responsible for the collection of the tolls. 

<IesJn.’'“ ‘‘“""8'’ "‘P either accidentally or by 

He will fix the berths and moorings of all vessels resorting to the pier, and point out where ballast 
may be thrown out ; and no person, who does not first subscribe to these regJlations in the registry 
book, sliall be permitted to use the pier for any but fishery purposes. ® ^ ^ 

SMALL BOATS. 

CryTwtty-t^=tfeZ‘o^i:!‘" '■’“ hours! shl'SH 

MALICIOUS INJURY. 

if any person shall bo found to have committed any malicious injury to the work, or to have rom 
miUed any nuisance thereon, he shall be prosecuted according to law, and the informer will be enti- 

tied to half the penalty.— 9th Geo. IV., cap. 56, sec. 30. ® vimtr win oe enti- 

Ihe harbour master will be strictly responsible in all such cases, unless he shall give information of 
the persons committing any injury or nuisance. ^ miormation of 

, BECLARATION OF FERSONS RESORTING TO THE PEER 

of then "'•creigned, do hereby declare, that the forogeing rules and rogol.tions tor the preservation 
1 ”8 “8'““'* "■ i “8 "C do hereby consent irthrSE 

mm h *° "'’serve the same ; and we shall hold ourselves responsible for the^several tolls which we 

eetL5~«lti?°atd';’ Ed "" x«“c8‘<> “hmilti! the 

erat penalties, and to the detention and disposal, after ten days, of any property that mav remain 
on the pier belonging to us, for the payment of lolls or penalties. ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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General Improve- The building of the pier, although defective and insufficient, was the foundation and com- 
ment of Glandore. mencement of very considerable improvements in buildings and agricultural operations at 
Glandore, and it promises to be hereafter a village of some importance. 

Attempt to form a In 1827 an attempt was made to avail of the offered assistance of the late Board of Irish 
•loint Stock Fish- Fisheries, for the establishment of a joint stock fishing company at Glandore. A prospectus 
ing Company. was published, and several meetings were held, but the project failed in being brought to 
maturity. ( Fhe original prospectus account of proceedings, calculations, and correspondence 
connected with the undertaking were furnished to the Commissioners, and as they may 
seiwe as a guide upon some future occasion, they are given in the Appendix.) 

The upper part of Glandore harbour, most especially that line on the eastern shore ex- 
tending from Fhranasuve to Hayes and Leahys Point, is peculiarly favourable for the esta- 
blishment of Mussel beds, and no measure would be so calculated in this quarter to stimu- 
late a fishery as such a facility of procuring bait. 

Mr. Morris thinks that a certain supply of bait, added to the other favourable circumstan- 
ce.s which exist in this harbour, would render it a most desirable station for an extensive 
fishery. 

At present the fishermen on the eastern side of Glandore harbour are the least skilful or 
enterprising persons on the coast. 

There has been a good deal of employment for the labourers, and even the smallest farm- 
ers give a preference to occupation on tlie land. 

1 here is a striking contrast in the activity and enterprize exhibited by the hardy inhabi- 
tants of the Creeks of Corrigilliha and Blind Harbour, lying between the hai-bours of Glan- 
dore and Castle Townsend. The population is exceedingly dense, and they are obliged to 
pay enormous rents for the rugged land they cultivate for potatoes. Employment upon the 
land is more scarce, and being thus thrown upon the only resource which exists for them, 
they are the most skilful and enterprising fishermen upon the coast. The want of shelter 
for larger boats, and the want of means and encouragement obliges them generally to use 
either large yawls or whale boats in which they proceed to the most distant fishing grounds 
iu summer, and even in the winter, those little barks are frequently met at a considerable 
distance from the shore. 



The Fishermen. 



A public" Fishery 
Yard. ' 



Net Manufactory. 



Moorings. 



Pier at Corrigil- 



Glandore, Castle Townsend, and other places equally favourably circumstanced, derive 
their principal supply of fish from the inliabitants of those two creeks, who are sure to pro- 
cure it when it is possible. 

On the western side of Glandore harbour, at Union Hall, a large yard was enclosed, and 
sheds erected for building and repairing fishing boats at the expense of the late Board of 
Irish Fisheries. It was afterwards given up to the proprietor, and has since been occupied 
nearly in the same manner by a private individual, but not sufficiently well supplied. Faci- 
lities for procuring salt and materials for the fisheries would be extremely desirable, and 
may be increased by encouragement to private persons in the shape of loans. 

A national school of industry upon a very large scale has lately been erected at Glandore. 
Nearly 300 female children are trained in literary and industrial habits. It has been pro- 
posed to add to the industrial department the branch of net making, but the material for the 
manufacture is expensive. Netting oftentimes lies undisposed ofi and there is no public 
source irom whence capital can be procured for the purchase of hemp or for the payment 
of superintendence. '^Ilie Nationm Board of Education not having yet recognised the 
principle of co-operation in promoting objects of industrial education. 

No object would at a tiifling expense be more useful to the poor fishermen in the several 
harbours on the coast, who are generally ill provided with anchors and cables, than tlie lay- 
ing down in favourable situations, substantial and well secured moorings, which, tliroughout 
the summer season, would render it unnecessaiy for them to haul up their boats. Those 
facilities, together with boat-slips and capstans for the winter, would at a considerably re- 
duced expense, be much more useful than the insufficient class of piers that have generally 
been erected on the coast. 

No part of this coast wants a pier more, and no people are more deserving of it, than the 
inhabitants of Corrigilliha. 



Itmg'and ClonaMlty, March 29, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners— Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Witnesses — John Barrett, Boatowner; Richard Brickley, Fisherman; Timothy McCarthy, 
Market Gardener and Fisherman. 

Slate of Harbour. _ The harbour, although very bad and extremely inaccessible, in consequence of its shift- 
ing and shallow bar, is yet in some degree favourably circumstanced for a fishery, and has 
seventeen excellent yawls, used by a remarkably enterprising class of fishermen, whose 
contiguity to the market of Clonakilty furnishes a strong inducement to exertion ; and although 
it is one of the worst harbours on the southern coast, it is generally well supplied with fish, 
and IS resorted to by cadgers or jolters from tlie interior, who supply the towns of Bandon 
and Dunmanway, chiefly from this place. 

A fishery pier v/as erected in 1823, by the late Board of Fisheries, at an expense of 
£500. It has since been repaired by the Board of Public Works; but in consequence of 
the total want of superintendence or regulation, it is fast getting into decay again. It is 
much resorted to by ail the trading vessels that come into the harbour, and is of the greatest 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COUNTY CORK. 



151 



possible service to the place, as well as to the town of Clonakilty. A moderate toll may 
easily be collected, which would be sufficient for maintaining the work in good condition. 
Either Barret or McCarthy would willingly undertake its superintendence, for a very small 
remuneration. ’’ 

The fishermen of Ring are very poor ; they are solely dependent upon the fishery having 
no land ; and when the weather is boisterous, they are often hard up. McCarthy, who has 
an acre of garden ground, in which he grows fruit and vegetables, is a striking exception. 
He contrives to extract over £20 a year above the rent of his garden from its produce, and 
it does not prevent him from taking as much fish as his neighbours. Bai-reft is owner of 
several boats, but he says they hardly pay cost, after maintaining their crews. 



Courtmacsherry, March 28, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

WitrassES— John Pekrot, Manager of the Courtmacsherry and Lislee Loan Fund; Rich.ard 
Sullivan, Carpenter ; William Driscoll and Patrick Collins, Fishermen. 

The Fisheries are much depressed ; no influx of Herrings lately, as in former times. 
The quantity of flat fish equally diminished, owing, as it is believed, to the frequent use of 
trammels, and ^ to trawling ; trawling is however not so much practised at present as it 
used to be ; it is not allowed within the bay ; the mischief wliich it did last year was incal- 
culable. ‘ •' 

'nie pier of Courtmacsherry has been extremely useful to the fishing boats and to tlie 
trading vessels of the place, but there is no fund for keeping it in order, and although it 
has heretofore been kept repaired, it is now getting into decay. 

There is ageneral loan fund, under the direction of the Rev. Mi-. Stewart, Rector of Lis- 
lee, and managed by Mr. John Perrot. The capital is only £200, late cuirency, borrowed 
from the County of Cork Trustees for the Promotion of Industry, at 2 per cent. It is fully 
and usefully employed, and three times the amount may be invested with advantage to the 
poor of the neighbourhood — {Mr. John Perrot.) 

The condition of the working fisheimen, when fish is not to be had, is very destitute. 
They occupy houses lately erected by a tenant to the Earl of Shannon, but they have no 
land whatsoever, except what they hire for the season for potatoes, and for which they pay 
the extravagant rent of from £3 IO 5 . to £4 10s. the statute acre, the cultivators having to 
manure it themselves. 

A loan fund, to enable them to procure boats and gear, for which thev would willingly 
pay in instalments, would be of great service; but nothing would be of greater service 
than an acre of land, which would give them the certainty of employment when not fishing. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 



Prom Baltimore to Long Strand. 



Cod a.nd Hake are the principal fish taken off this coast. Tliere is no stated period 
for the fishery, the boats go out whenever the weather admits. The line and spillards 
are the modes of fishing chiefly practised, the latter is most productive, except in the Hake 
fishery. Lobsters of most excellent quality are found here, they are taken in pots by 
strangers, chiefly for the Cork mai-ket.— (Lpwt. C. H. Kemptlarme, C.G.O., Milk Cove.) 

All kinds of round fish are taken along this coast. The modes of fishing practised are 
the long line, hand line, spillards, and sean fishing. Long line fishing generally commences 
m autumn, and ends in spring ; sean fishing continue from June to September ; and hand 
line from August to October ; the latter gives most employment at present, but if sean fish- 
ing was well understood, it would be much more profitable and productive. — {Mr. Rancland, 
Glandore.) 

Ross Bay is much frequented by trawlers, and is remarkable for the abundance and fine 
quality of its Plaice, Sole, and Turbot. Sand-eels are taken at Ross Bar, Ardra, Squince, 
o£C., andare the most certain supply of bait to be had in this distiict from the 1st April to 
1 st December. The long line, hand line, and spillard fishing grounds extend through the 
bays and off shore to the distance of eight or ten miles, and abound in Cod, Ling, Conger- 
o. Haddock, Pollock, Glassen, Whiting, Bream, Plaice, Sole, Turbot, Herrings, 

Skad, Mackerel, Pilchards, and Sprats. 

Fhe spillard fishery commences generally about 1st November, and continues till June 
and July ; this mode of fishing is principally for Haddock, but Cod, Ling, and other fish 
are taken by it, it is pursued in yawls and whale boats. 

Long line fishing, which is a kind of spillarding, is generally practised in hookers, and 
commences in February or March, and ends about June or July. Cod, Ling, and Conger 
are mostly taken in this way. 

Trawling generally begins about the 17th of March, and continues until the 1 st of 
December. 



It 



Hand line fishing commences in May or June, and continues until the 1st of November, 
is practised by all the fishermen on the coast, particularly for Hake and Bream, during a 
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take of which most other fishing is abandoned. It gives most employment, and is often 
most productive. 

Seaning seldom commences before June or July, it often gives productive employmentto 
a great many persons. 

Trammels are used for taking Hake, Pollock, &c.; they are seldom set before July or 
after the 1st November. Flat fish trammels are often set in the different harbours in this 
district from the 1st May to the 1st December. 

Drift-nets for Mackerel are mostly used by hookers for taking bait for long lines from 
17th March to 1st July. 

Herring-nets are used on this coast in harbours from July until 1st January. 

Oysters are to be met with in all the harbours from Giandore to Bantiy. In some 
places there is an abundant supply, in others they are rather scarce, but all are of a good 
quality, particularly those procured at the Coltrum Bed, (now nearly exhausted) and at 
Ballydehob. The supplies for the artificial beds are derived from the latter place. The 
beds are all open to the public, except the artificial ones. I think that aitificial Oyster 
beds should be formed on many parts of the coast, fit for them, and that trespassers should 
be punished with the utmost rigour. Coltrum Oysters sell at from 65. to 8s. ; Balydehob, 
from 3s. to 4^. ; and Lochhyne, from D. 8c?. to 2s. per hundred. The latter are a peculiar 
kind, very small, but of good quality. 

The supply of Oysters has considerably diminished where dredging is practised. 

Lobsters and Crabs of good quality are found on the coast, they are taken in lobster- 
pots from March to November ; and are generally sent to the Cork market. 

From fifteen to twenty boats visit the coast annually for the Lobster fishery ; only five or 
six belong to the district. I have no doubt but that they exist in a sufficient quantity to 
supply the means of a profitable fishing trade. 

The price of Lobsters varies from 6d. to D. 6<f. each ; Crabs, from Id. to 4d.~(Mr. 
Morris, Giandore.) 

Various desci-iptions of fishing are practised on this line of coast; the principal are the 
long line, spillard, and scan or drag-net fisheries. 

1 he want of capital prevents the fishermen from practising those improved modes of fish- 
ing rnade use of on the coasts of England and Scotland. 

It is _my opinion that legislative enactments for the encouragement and assistance of the 
Irish Fisheries would give employment to the peasantry, and make the Fisheries more pro- 
ductive, and a source of national wealth. 

Lobsters, Crabs, and cray fish of a superior quality are found on this coast; they are 
taken in lobster-pots, which are formed of four wooden hoops, bound with laths, and 
covered with net. — (Mr. Donovan, Squince.) 

Cod and Ling are the fish taken in greatest abundance along this coast. The modes of 

fishing practised, are the long line fishing, continuing from April to July, spillard fishino- 

which is caiTied on throughout the year when the weather is fine, and bait can be procured,— 
and net fishing which continues through the summer. — (Mr. Coghlan, C. G. O., Balti- 
more.) 

I fully agree with intelligent and experienced persons with whom I have conversed in 
thinking that trawling in bays is not injurious to fishing; it has not proved so ; and a most 
industrious and hardy race of men derive their sole subsistence from it. In harbours it may 
be injurious by disturbing the scools offish, and injuring smallspillm-ds or standing nets— (ilfr. 
Jiancland.) 

Trawling lias not been much practised by the fishermen of this district until last season, 
when the owners of some hookers got trawls, but the number of boats from Cork harbour 
that resort to this district to trawl, has increased within the last five years. 

Trawling is generally believed by fishermen to be injurious when practised at certain sea- 
sons. If commenced too early it desti-oys the spawn, and the fish taken at that time is hard- 
ly fit for use. 

Plaice, which ai-e the chief fish taken in trawls, are seldom good before the 1st of May 
when the Hal^e begin to fall into the bays. 

It IS asserted that trawling disperses the shoals of Hake, and that they move out into 
deeper water, to the great injury of the line fishermen, the small boats not being able to 
venture out so far, and the hookers not taking as many as they would in shoal water, be- 
sides the fish are more apt to be diifted off the coast in the race of tide. I^e shoals of 
small fish. Mackerel, Skad, Herrings, &c., are also interrupted in their approach to the 
shore where they could be taken by seans ; the scareing away of these fish is very injurious, 
^ they are the chief bait for the larger fish, and are always followed in by them. If trawl- 
ing could be restricted to certain limits and seasons, it would be very desirable. Many are 
ol opinion that it may be allowed from the 1st May to the l^tli July, and from 1st October 
to 1st January. 

Hake or scool fish, Mackerel, Plerrings, Sprats, &c., seldom come in before the middle 
ot July, or stay longer in scools than the 1st October or November, but to trawl within 
harbours at any season of the year, is considered injurious. 

The setting of Hake trammels where a fleet of boats is fishing witli lines, or across the- 
entrance of harbours, is complained of very much. 

The habit of encroaching on or dropping an anchor too close to a boat during a good take 
01 fish, and ot running foul of boats, which is very much complained of, and has given rise 
to quarrels and scenes of riot, and often to bloodshed, should be prevented bv very ric-ornu'? 
measures — (Mr. Morris, Giandore.) ^ ^ ^ 

Trawling is complained of by the hand line fishermen, and has been considerably on the 
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increase since the expiration of the late Fishery Act. I think that trawling is extremely in- 
jurmus to the scool fish from 1st April to the 1st November, for the remainder of thej4ar, 
I think it would not be injurious. ^ ^ 

There is a singular peculiarity connected with this mode of fishing. The boatsfollow each 
other as nearly as possible m the same_ track, the fishermen conceiving that tlie last boat 
has the best chance of fish, the sand being scraped off by the foremost boats. Pole trawl- 
ing IS the only kind practised here — (Mr. R. Adams, Glandore.) 

A T r are various. Old and experienced fishermen assert, 

that the l ound fish aie to be found m abundance on the ground that the trawl had just passed 
over, looking as they suppose for food ; others seem to think that the scools of fish approach- 
ing the coast are driven off, and quanuties of spawn destroyed by the trawlers._(Captem 
L. Lyster, Late Inspector of Fisheries.) \ r 

It IS allowed by all that trawling within bays and harbours is most injurious, in as much 
as the sjoals of fish ai-e disturbed, and the spawn destroyed. As a person practically ac- 
quainted with the Fisheries for fifteen years, I would beg to suggest, that trawling should 
not be allowed within one mile and a half of harbours or creeks, where fishing is cai-rid on.- 
(Mr. Donovan, oj Squmce.) 

In-shore pole trawling is very much complained of, It has diminished the supply of flat 

hsh, and sliould be prohibited, except at certain seasons (Lieut. Tai/Jor, C. G. 0 Castle- 

townsend.) ' ’ ’ 

Trawling has increased and is generally considered injurious. I think that the Fisheries 
are most materially injured by the practice of dredging up sea weed for manure, particu- 
larly a kind like brown wool, in which the various fish deposit their spawn, and which is 
much sought after on that account. I have seen upwards of 300 boats of five tons each 
dredging up this sea we * ^ .i . .. . ... 

I have found them in 



dredging up this sea weed for a month together, and on examining the cargoes when landed, 

1 have found them in many instances one mass of spawn (Lieut. R. R. Achmuty, R.N() 

Xrammels are much complained of, they are set across the mouth of the harb^our, and 
may be compared to_a wall preventing all approach— (ifr. J. Coglilan, Baltimore.) 

1 rawling is complained of, as it is believed to destroy the spawn. Trammelline is also 
considered injurious — (Rev. T. Murray, R.C.C., Sherkin.) 

The condition of the greater number of the fishing boats is very bad; many of them are Boats and Gear 
not sea-worthy and the owners are too poor to procure the necessary materials for repairing 
them, almost all want oars. The gear is made by themselves and is pretty good. With 
the exception of two hookers, all the fishing boats in this district belong to individual fish- 
ermen, or to fishermen m partnership._(Ztieu?. Kempthome, Mill Cove.) 

The fishing boats are in general but in tolerable order, but an improvement in their con- 
struction has taken place. 

Hookers of ten to twenty tons with nets and long lines, cost about £8 per ton : yawls of 
fifteen to twenty feet keel, cost from 12s. to 15s. per foot, with oars and hawser ; whale 
boats about the same.— (ilfr. Morris, Glandore.) 

_ Mackerel-nets 100 fathoms long, fi-oin nine to ten fathoms deep, mesh in the sleeves three 
inches and a one-three-quaater bunt, cost £25 to £30. Sprat seans, ninety fathoms long, 

^ tatlioms deep, mesh two inches m the sleeves, and a three-quarter inch bunt, cost £20. 

HeiTing-nets twenty fathoms long, and three fathoms deep, with a two inch mesh, cost each 
thirty fathoms in length, four fathoms deep, with a four inch mesh, 
cost £1 6s. Spillards 200 fathoms long, with 160 hooks, 9s., and hand lines sixty fathoms 
long, cost 2s. M. each — (Mr. R. Edwards, C.G.O., Glandore.) 

The nets ai-e made by the fishermen or their families. There is a school of industry in 
this district, at which I am sure nets may be made more cheaply and expeditiously than they 
are at present, but none have been manufactured at it, owing to the want of funds to pro- 
cure the materials. Tins branch of fishery manufacture should be very much encouraged 
1 have known instances of large shoals of sprats having appeared on the coast, which, 
betore nets could be got m readiness, were driven off by storms— (Mr. Adams, Glandore.) 

_ ilie condition of the boats is every year deteriorating on this coast. The nets and fish- 
ing gear are made and repaired by fishermen, or by persons employed for hire. There is a 
school at Kinsale for teaching the manufacture of nets, it has been most serviceable to the 

SqS^e) ^ ^ of 

The boats and gear are all bad with a very few exceptions.— Taylor.. Castle- 
tcnvnsend.) 

The boats along this coast are generally in bad condition.— (Mr. Coghlan, Baltimore.) 

Xug bait is generally used for Haddock. Herrings and smelts also are' used for Cod. Bait 
in spring and summer the hookers that have drift-nets procure mackerel and herrings for 
baiting long lines for Cod, Ling, Conger, Haddock, &c. The line fishermen and those who 
nave long lines and spillards, but no drift-nets, procure sand-eels and lugs until better bait 
comes along shore. ° 

I would recommend that encouragement be given to the planting of mussel beds a.s 
most of the hai-bours and creeks along this coast would admit of it, and as here a areat 
^avcity of bait exists. In tlie winter it is often procured at gi-eat labour and expense, 
ine crew of a boat have often to go to a strand five or six miles distant, where they spend 
a day in search of bait for the next day’s fishing (Mr. Morris, Glandoi-e.) 

Mackerel, herrings, sprats, smelts, sand-eels, ink-fish, and lugs, ai-e used for taking all 
descriptions of fish, but there ai-e certain seasons of the yeai- when these cannot be pro- 
cured. i think the only remedy for tliis evil is the establishment of mussel banks in con- 
venient places. These fish could be had at Kenmare River, or Cork Hai-bour, and the 

U 
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Markets ami 



fisherman could afford to pay more than the first cost and freight of them, as a certain supply 
of bait would enable him to live in comfort. — (Mr. Donovan, o^ Squince^ 

There is no want of bait on this coast, herrings salt and tresh, mussels,^ sand-eels, lugs, 
&c., being found in sufficient quantities, — {Lieut. Achmuty, Baltimore District^ 

The line fishermen are often in want of bait, and have to wait for spring tides to procure 
lugs, &c. Mussel beds should be planted, under the care of a person who would sell bait, 
to the fishermen. — {Mr. J. Coqhlan, Baltimore^ 

There are no regulations at present in force. I think the only one nec^sary is, that pole 
trawls should not approach within a certain distance of the shore. The size oi the mesh is 
in my opinion, quite a matter of indifference {Lieut. Kempthome, Mill Cove.) 

Most here think it better that thefishermen should be allowed to take fish where andwhen 
they can. — {Mr. Rancland, Glandore.') 

The 17th of March is the period fixed for commencing the Mackerel, long-line, and 
Lobster fisheries. There are different standard-size meshes, which, however, are not 
always followed, nor would they answer in all instances ; thus, the same kind of herring-net 
would not do for different places, as Herrings differ very much in size. Nothing can be 
more absurd than the idea, that a trawl with a large mesh can do less injurj- to the spawn or 
fry of fish, than one with a small mesh. I think that tra%vling within bays ought to be 
restricted to certain seasons. Trammels should not be set before sun-set, and should be 
drawn before sun-rise ; and where the fishing gi-ound is not extensive, they_ should be kept 
within limits. No experienced fisherman will say, that one sized mesh will be more inju- 
rious than another to the deep sea fishery, while the ridiculous restrictions to a standard 
mesh for trawls has injured many. Contentions have frequently arisen, in consequence of 
boats shooting their nets over or across nets previously set, and of boats coming too near 
fishing boats at anchor. These should be prevented, by inflicting heavy penalties on trans- 
gressors. Exclusive privileges are claimed and exercised by some proprietors who have 
sean trawls for Sand-eels, Sprats, &c. Many of them neither take the fish themselves, nor 
allow others to do so, which is often a great injury and inconvenience to the fishermen and 
others along the coast. — {Mr. Morris, Glandore.) 

It i.s the opinion of many intelligent persons with whom I have conversed, that the inte- 
rests of the fishermen cannot be upheld, without the appointment of some practised and ex- 
perienced persons to protect and superintend the Fisheries, who should have power to suppress 
any just cause of complaint. — {Mr. Adams, Glandore^ 

It is my opinion, and that of most persons with whom I have conversed on the subject, 
that no modes of fishing should be prohibited, except trawling in harbours — (Mr . Edwards, 
C. G. 0., Glandore.) 

Trawling should not be allowed in small bays or creeks, or within one mile and a-half of 
those places. Outside of those limits it will not be injurious to the fisheries to permit the 
trawler to fish at any season, and to use any sized mesh he may fancy The mooring to 
drift nets within harbours and creeks is a practice very injurious to the Fisheries, and should 
be prevented. As an encouragement to the fishermen, I w’otild recommend the renewal of 
the production bounty of 4s. per cwt. on dried fish. This bounty, with loans to the fisher- 
men, would be of infinite service to the Fisheries. — {Mr. Donovan, of Squince) 

Trawling in bays should be prohibited during autumn, when the scoqls of Hake are com- 
ing in ; for it disperses and drives them away ; at other times, I think it is of service, for it 
clears the banks of weeds. — {Mr. Thomas Townsend, late Inspector of Fisheries.) 

Premiums for good conduct would have very good effect on the poor people of this coast, 
who are very grateful for any kindness shewn to them. Trawling within headlands should 
be prohibited, and also the use of hake-trammels — {Lieut. Achmuty, Baltimore.) 

Trawling and trammelling are very injurious. — {Rev. T. Murray, Cape Clear and Sherkin.) 

The principal markets are Ross, Clonakilty, and Dunmanway, the roads are generally 
good, the fish is taken in general by women, but if there be a large quantity, bj' cars, or 
baskets on horses, sometimes it is taken by boats to Cork. In the winter the fish is fre- 
(|uently bought by persons who take it to market, but those who can conveniently do so take 
it themselves. Where there is a large take of fish many persons engage in the purchase and 
carriage of it to market. Some fishermen make contracts with those persons who take the 
fish to mai-ket, and taking the average of several fishermen’s earnings, it amounts to £(i 15.?. 
each man for one year. 

The price of Fladdock and Flake varies from 3c?. to lOd.each; Cod sell at from 4rf. to U. 
each ; Plaice, average 3d. a piece ; Mackerel, Iti. each, and Flerrings two or three for a 
penny.-i-(Mr. Morris, Glandore) 

Cured Ling sells for 185. per cwt. ; Cod and Haddock for I4s.; Hake, £l 10s. per long 
hundred of six score ; Skad, 6s. per six score ; Bream, 9s. per long hundred ; and Mackerel 
10,?. per hundred of the same number. — {Mr. Adams, Glandore.) 

The Irish-saved fish is preferred to the Scotch and Newfoundland fish, and consequently 
brings a higher price; it is saved by the fishermen’s families, and nothing can be better 
cured — {Mr. Edwards, Glandore.) 

I have heard of fish remaining uneured in consequence of an abundant take, but I never 
knew an instance of it myself. '^The fishermen’s families .cure it, but often very badly, owing 
to want of necessary means. The quality of the Irish fish is as fine as of any in the world, 
but facilities for curing' are wanted. Tlie Herrings are cured, both gutted and ungutted ; 
when gutted, the finger only is used. Tlie quantity of cured fish has diminished, and the 
quality deteriorated within the last five years {Mr. Donovan, of Squince.) 

The supply of fish has never exceeded the demand, Scotch cured fish being consumed 
in considerable quantities here. — {Mr. French, C. G. O., Barloyue.) 
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Tlie supply of fresh fish is generally equal to the demand ; but Scotch and Welch Her- 
i-ings are consumed here, and Newfounland Cod, to the extent of several tons annually- 

The fishermen have neglected to taJte Pilchards, from the injury caused to their nets.— 

■{Lieut. Achmuty, Battimore^ 

Salt procured from the curers of beef and pork is often used, but fish cured with it is not 
ivell flavoured, nor white.— (il/r. Collins, Baltimore.) 

'Tire fishermen are too much addicted to the use of ardent spirits. If they devoted their Condition of the 
whole time to fishing, they would benefit the fisheries as well as themselves. The condi- Fishermen, 
tion of the fishermen holding land is mucli better than that of the man without it. — {Capt. 

L. Lyster, late Inspector of Fisheries^) 

I think the holding of a bit of land is very servicable to the fisherman, and not injuriotis 
to the fisheries ; inasmuch, as it affords him employment when he cannot go fishing, and is 
a resource for him in case of the failure of fish. I think that the formation of fi^ng vil- 
lages would be verjf useful. — {Mr, Donovan, of Squince.) 

Fishermen pay £5 per annum for ploughed, unmanured land, for potato-ground, while 
•the farmers pay from £2 5s. to £l 10s. — {Lieut. Taylor, Castletownsend^ 

In the present state of the fisheries, the fisherman holding land has greatly the advan- 
tage of the person who is depending solely on the fisheries.— (ilfr. Collins, Baltimore.) 

Fishermen with land are better off than those without it. — {Rev. John. Wright, Rector, 
and Rev. Thomas Murray, R. C. C. of Cape Clear and Skerkhu) 

There are no loan funds or benefit societies in this district. The loan fund of the late Loan Funds, and 
Fishery Boai'd was of great benefit to the fishermen. It enabled many to get boats that Benefit Societies, 
otherwise would never have got them ; and it enabled others to repair their boats and . 
fisliing gear, which would have gone to decay but for it {Mr. Morris, Glandore.) 

I do not think that the loan fund of the late Fishery Board did much good — many were 
under the impression that it would not be called for, and were careless in making provision 
for it (Mr. Rancland, Glandore.) 

It is very difficult for the fishermen to obtain credit, and when they do, they are chai'ged 
exorbitantfy. — {Mr. Edwards, Glandore.) 

I think, generally speaking, the condition of the fishermen who obtained loans from 
the late Fishery Board, was improved ; tliere were, no doubt, many individuals whom it did 
not benefit, owing to their own improvidence, but the system would have worked better if 
re-payment had been made by instalments, instead of demanding the entire sum lent at the 
expiration of a j'ear. Fishermen would be able to repay a loan in three payments of twelve, 
eighteen, and twenty-four months. — {Capt. Lyster, late Inspector of Fisheries^ 

Tile loans of tlie late Fishery Board w'ei'e of great advantage to the fisheries, and the 
fishermen. Difficulty is experienced in obtaining credit. — (Mr. Donovan, of Squince.) 

In about three years a fisherman may pay a loan, without injuring his future operations 

{Lieut. Taylor, Castletownsend.') 

The loan fund of the late Fishery Board was of great service where it was properly 
applied ; but tliere were many instances of its abuse. — {Lieut. Achmuty, Baltimore.) 

The loan fund of the late Fishery Board was, in many districts, given too indiscriminatelj’, 
and most of those who- took it never intended to repay it. Many sold the articles obtained, 
and left the country. No doubt, it did good in many instances, but not in one out of one 
hundred. Cases have been known in the Bantry district, where whiskey has been taken 
on the order, instead of goods. 

Fishennen of good character can always obtain credit from the dealer's — but certainly 
they are chai’ged for it — {Mr. T. Townsend, late Inspector of Fisheries.) 

I think that a fisherman would be able to repay a loan by instalments of £10 per cent# 
per annum, after the second or third year, if any success attended their exertions. — (Mr. 

French, Barloguei) 

The loan fund of the late Fishery Board was of considerable service to the fishermen.—. 

(Mr. Coghlan, Baltimore^) 

There are no loan funds or benefit societies here. The loan fund of tlie late Fishery 
.Board did great good. — (ifew. Thomas Murray, Cape Chari) 



Kinsale, March 26, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Witnesses — Rev. John Stewart; Rev. Mr. Walsh, R.C.C. ; Miss Fenkeral, the Manager of 
the Kinsale Ladies’ Association; James B. Gibbons, Esq.; Mr. Michael Cadogan, Boat 
Owner and Fish Curer; George Christie, a Fisherman. 

llie general state of the Kinsale hookers, particularly those owned by respectable per- Boats- 
•sons, is tolerably good. The number is rather diminished than increased. 

The same deficiency of fish observable upon other parts of the coast, is experienced hei-e, Fisli. 
but whenever the weather is sufficiently moderate, to enable the boats to stand out to sea, 
they rai'cly ever return without fish, 

U2 
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Curing. 



The supply of the fresh market of Cork, is the principal object with the fishermen of 
Kinsale. ^ey have either standing contracts with the Cork market dealers, or they dis- 
pose of their fish tp a class of persons called jokers, wlio sometimes practice great frauds and 
impositions on the poor fishermen. The average value of the fresh fish sold is presumed 
to exceed £500 per week. 

Since the cessation of bounties, a very small proportion of the fish is cured j the diminu- 
tion of curing, and the increased sale oi the fish in a fresh state, has tended very much to 
prepuce habits of improvidence, and there are not as many instances at present as there used 
to be, of the accumulation of small capitals by the fishermen and their wives. Tot 
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. - V disposed to husband it than they £ 

when they receive daily the small amount of their earnings. 

No object would be more desirable in this place than the establishment of increased 
sources of demand for the fish, which would take the people out of the hands of the present 
class of jobbers {Mr. M. Cadogan) 

Under the present system, all bargains are generally concluded at the publichouse, and it 
leads to the worst consequences. Tlie fishermen and their families are unhappily much ad- 
dicted to the use of ardent spirits, and the poorer classes are habitually disposed to resort 
to the pawn offices, of which there are three in the town. The most necessary articles in 
their houses not excepting the fishing lines and nets, are frequently pawned for the 
purpose of procuring a meal, and oftentimes for worse purposes {Rev. Mr. Stewart.) 

The most of the fishermen are also engaged in piloting, in which pursuit they are most 
enterprising and skilful, and as fishermen, they are admitted to understand their business 
better than most other persons on the southern coast of Ireland. When the weather pre- 
vents them from going to sea, some are occasionally employed in repairing their nets and 
fitting their other geai’, but by far too many are to be found either in the publichouse, or 
lounging listlessly on the quays. 

The Kinsale hooker, which is a very fine class of boat, varies in size from fifteen to twentv- 
^pif The present cost including materials, may be set down at about £8 per ton. 

1 he Hookers are provided with mackerel-nets, long lines, and hand lines, and latterly with 
herring-nets for the deep sea fishery. 

Ilie supply of bait is occasionally extremely uncertain. Mussels are imported from the 
coasts of Wales and Kerry at a very considerable expense, and it would be most desirable 
to have beds e.stabli.shed in the hai'bour. 

_ The earnings of a fisherman far exceed those of agricultural or other labourers. From 
nine to twelve shillings a week, may be taken as a very moderate average, but owing to 
their very improvident and intemperate habits, their condition is oftentimes more destitute 
than that of any other class of labourers {Rev. Mr. Walsh.) 

Nearly twenty boats are employed in a sometimes very productive Lobster fishery, for 
the spring and summer months, chiefly for the supply of the Cork markets. The Lobster 
pots used, are skeletons of wood hoops covered with netting. They are taken to Cork by 

jobbei^, who, as well as the dealers -in Cork, enjoy tlie chief profits of the trade. {Mr. 

Geo. Christie.) ^ 

Oysters of uncommonly fine quality are dredged throughout the harbour. Tliere is a 
loc^ act enabling the authorities of the borough to restrain dredging for a limited time in 
each year, but the quantity is found to be diminishing, anfi it is believed tliat it would be ex- 
tremely desirable to exercise this authority more frequently, and to increase the stock by 
occasionally depositing a few boat loads of small Oysters. 

There is an old and continued prejudice against the use of trammel-nets, on the part of 
the nshermen of Kinsale. Soon after those nets were first introduced, now about forty-five 
years ago, the fishermen of Kinsale were marked in their hostility to tliat mode of fishing, and 
a-s the more intelligent class of persons conceived that their objection was chiefly founded 
oil the extreme productiveness of the net, an association was formed in 1818, mainly for the 
protection to the trammel fishermen, against the illegal combinations 
or the hookennen oi Kinsale. Tliis association afterwards became the medium of commu- 
nication with the Government on the general subject of the Fisheries, and to their labours 
may have been attributed the enactment of the 59th Geo. III., cap. 109. The same 
hostility still exists to the use of the trammel-net, and in a still greater degi'ee to the use of 
trawls. ° 



Kinsale Ladies’ 
Association. 



Several documents on the subject of the trammel fishery, the production of the work- 
ing fishermen of Kinsale some years ago, was handed in by Mr. Gibbons, together with the 
proceedings of the Southern Fishery Association on their first formation, extracted bv that 

gentleman from the Cork Southern Reporter [See Appendix.] 

An association has for some years been in progress for promoting employment amongst 
tlie poor females in the town, chiefly in the manufacture of netting. Nearly 200 persons 
are occasiona^ employed in spinning hemp and netting. The cost of dressed hemp is 7^. 

on ’i spinning ; for netting mackerel-nets, \\d. per yard 

01 ! 20 meshes ; herring-nets, Irf. per yard, or 8s. for netting nine score meshes deep by sixty 
yanls long,-_^he total cost of a herring-net of these dimensions is £l 18s. 6c?; mackerel- 
nets 18s. to At this establishment, fishermen who can obtain the security, get credit 

for any netting they require. Tlie establishment is extending considerably, as a foreign 
aemand has lately arisen for America. The persons employed get an advance of one-half 
then probable earnings in clothing, and the concern has' been productive of very beneficial 
consequences, both to the Fisheries and the persons employed. — ( Miss Fenneral.) 
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Tliere is a loan fund m the tmm, but conducted on such terms as not to be available to Loan Funds, 
the fishermen for objects connected with their trade, it bein^ rather a resource for the poor, 
to enable them to procure food and clothing. There is neither benefit society or savings 
bank. The very few fishermen who are so provident as to acquire a little capital, find 
ample means of re-investing it in the pursuits of their trade. 

Ihe loan fund of the late Fishery Board was in some instances beneficial, but the Loan Fund of the 
arrangements were not judicious, and the periods of payment too short. The inconvenience Fishery Board, 
experienced from its withdrawal is therefore much less felt than if it had been conducted 
more liberally. In fact, no man deserving of credit finds any difficulty in procuring it at pre- 
sent from the shopkeepers or traders. — (Mr. Cadogan.) 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

Seans, lines, trawls, and trammels are used on this coast. Herring, Sprat, Skad, and Fisheries and 
Mackerel fishing is carried on with seans in summer and autumn ; Hake fishing, by hookers Modes of Fishing, 
and row-boats, with lines, during the latter part of summer to the end of autumn; tram- 
melling for Hake to the same period ; and trawling all the year by hookers in the bay. 

The year 1835 was a very good one for the seans, which is attributed to the fact, that 
tJ-ammels were not used so frequently as in former years, and when used, it was principally 
in the deep water — {Lieut. Quadling, C. G. 0., Courtmacsherry.) 

Haddock, Cod, Ling, Hake, Turbot, &c., ai-e caught all the year round, when the 
weather permits the spillards to be set. Sean fishing commences in May, for Herrings, 

Skad, and Mackerel, and ends about September. Hake fishing, by hand-lines and tram- 
mels, is most productive, and gives most employment, more particttlarlj' the hand line 
fishery. — {Lieut. Tracey, E. N., C. G. 0., Barry's Cove.) 

Trawling is considered most Injurious to the Fisheries. Tlie fishermen complain very Trawlln^, and 
much of trammels and trawls.— (i2eu. John Barry, P. P., Lislee.) Modes complained 

Trawling has not increased in the last five years. It is allowed by all experienced fisher- of. 
men to be very injurious, as it breaks the shoals of fish falling into the bays, and scatters 
them ; it also uncovers the spawn lodged in the sand. The quantity of flat fish has diminished 
very much since the use of inshore pole trawls. The fishermen complain universally of 
trawls and hake-trammels ; but doubts exist as to the latter being injurious, if used only be- 
tween sun-set and sun-rise. — {Mr. Galway, of Kilkei-n.) 

During the continuance of the old Fishery Boai’d, trawling was a good deal prevented in 
Cork harbour, and interfered with in Ross Bay. It never took place but in harbours and 
ba3’s, a,nd the most experienced fishermen say it does good, and no hai-m. The fishermen 
complain of trammels ; and though people have ceased to use them much, the fishennen 
will yet cut them w'hen they catch them. — {Mr. Daniel Callaghan, M.P.) 

Trawling has not increased within the last five years in the Bay of Courtmacsherry, flat 
fish having failed very much, in consequence of the continued trawling night and day ; and 
it is the general belief amongst experienced persons, that trawling in the bay has greatly 
injured the sean, line, and trawl fishing, by destroying the spawn. It is thought by the 
experienced fishermen, that if decked vessels, with beam trawls, were worked on the Nymph 
Bank, it would be beneficial. 

Great complaints are also made by the sean and line fishers, against trammel-nets used for 
taking Hake, as they frighten the fish out of the Bay. They are so very injurious, (the 
whole bay being taken up with them,) that when the Hake are pursuing the Herrings or 
bprats, they are entirelj' stopped by them, and return again into the deep water. The 
Herrings and Sprats are then left to wander about in the bay, being no longer pressed bv, 
or driven in by the lai-ge fish ; and consequently the sean, as well as the line fishery, 'is 
seriously inj ured. Complaints are also made against trawling in the bay of Courtmacsherry 
from the 1st of June to the 1st of December ; and also against the very great noise made by 
■the fishermen, which is a serious injury to the sean fishing {Lieut. Quadling, C. G. O.) 

In my opinion, tlie inshore trawlers have greatly diminished the supply of fish, and 
injured the lishery. While commanding a Coast Guard station at Long Island Channel, in 
tlie Skibbereen district, I have been often obliged, with my boat’s crew, to go out and 
protect the lives of those engaged in the trawl fishing, niunbei-s of the country yawls going 

out during a calm, to attack the hookers so engaged {Mr. O'Brien, C. G. 0., House- 

Strand.) 

^^The boats are very defective, in consequence of the impoverished state of the fishermen. Boats and Gear. 
They are all held in partnership, with the exception of a few. Hookers, from twenty-four 
to thirty feet keel, cost £80 to £120 ; open boats, from eighteen to twenty-two feet keel, 
average about £10. 

Skad and mackerel-nets, of eighty to one hunch-ed fathoms long, twelve fathoms deej), 
mesh of one and a-half to three inches, cost £80; sprat and herring-nets, 100 to 160 
fathoms long, and six fathoms deep, cost from £6 to £8, the mesh from one to three inches; 
trammel nets, from 400 to 600 fathoms long, with a four and a-half inch mesh, cost from 
£ 1 0 to £ 15 ; spillai-ds will cost about £6 ; trawls, with a mesh of from three to four inches, 
will cost from £6 to £8 ; hand lines, from 30^. to £2. {Rev. Mr. Barry, P.P., Lislee.) 

There are no decked or half-decked boats on the Coast Guard station of House Strand, 
for want of a pier at Coolmain, but there are several small yawls. In my opinion, the boats 
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on my guard have been neglected since the bounty and loan have been ■withdra^vn from the 
Irish fishermen, and a number of boats have in consequence been left to rot along the coast. 
All the yawls are held in partnership, but no improvement has taken place in their con- 
struction. 

Trammels may be called an improvement in fishing, as a small boat with trammels brings 
in more fish in one night, than a hooker or sail-boat, that costs four times as much in the 
fitting out. Tlie expense of a yawl may be about £10 or £12 ; but a lighter description of 
boat than the yawl now used, would be an improvement. With respect to the fishery in 
the offing and on the Nymph Bank, I think the Dublin-decked wherry, or the Torbay- 
decked vessel, as well as the Kinsale hooker, would be the best.^CAfr. O’Brien, 
C. G. 0.) 

The boats in this district (Upper Cove) are generally bad. Tlie cost of a half-decked 

hooker from ten to twenty tons, w’ould be from ilOO to £190 (Mr. W. Daish, 

C. G. 0.) 

The general condition of the_ boats both in hull and materials in the Courtmaesherry 
Coast Guard station, is very indifferent, and not calculated to stand the sea in bad 
weather. The row-boats are tolerably good. The sean and trawl-nets are indifferent, 
particularly the seans, many of which have been in use three years. Tlie Hake, Bream, 
and Whiting lines, are also very indifferent. 

The only improvement adopted for taking of fish, is adding large wings to the seans, and 
it is supposed great advantages would be derived by adopting tucking seans, which could be 
used in deep water, and would be more manageable.* They can also be used in the deep 
water wherever the fish can be seen, but the present seans can only be used where the fish 
are hauled on shore. 

The general baits are heiTings, sprats, sand-eels, and lugs, but oftentimes a scai-city of 
bait exists. 

Mussel banks should be established and protected, 'fhe fishermen themselves would 
protect them if a penalty was annexed to their abuse. 

The supply of fish in Courtmaesherry is by no means equal to the demand, and quantities 
of Scotch Herrings and Newfoundland Cod^ are used in consequence. However, there is 
abundance of fish on the coast w'hieh cannot be taken by the fishermen in their present de- 
pressed state. 

The condition of the fisherman who has land, contrasted with the fisherman who has no 
land, is generally much better, being fed and clothed in a better manner. With respect to 
the fishermen who have no land, their only support is derived from the fishery. About five 
months in the year the fisherman may now be said to be employed in fishing. But if en- 
couragement was given to him tlirough loans, he might be probably employed for nine 
months in each year. 

The habitations of fishermen who occupy land ai-e in a much better state tlian those with- 
out it. 

Land is held by fishermen here at a rent of £3, £4, and £4 lOs. the British acre, and 
held only for one year. The farmers hold their land at a rent varying from 1 2^. to 34«. the 
statute acre, and at leases of twenty-one years and three lives. 

The loan fund of the late Fishery Board did not improve the condition of the fishermen 
who obtained loans from it. The failure is ascribed to the want of proper regulations, and 
some manifest abuses on the part of those to whom the distribution of it was committed. If 
loans were made for building hookers and boats, they may be repaid within four years if 
fishing be good, otherwise would require five years. Loans for the sean fishery may be paid 
in three years. The poor fishermen who cannot pay in cash, seldom look for credit, 
in order to avoid being charged usuriously. — (Lieut. Quadling, C. G. 0.) 

The Magistracy to take cognizance of all disputes connected with the Fisheries, to send 
cases to Quarter Sessions if necessaiy ; and to have such assistants to cai-ry regulations into 
effect as the Commissioners may deem fit. 

Disputes about shooting seans to be settled by arbitration. Three sean owners to be 
chosen on the spot, and appeals to be made to the magistrates if necessary. 

Provision to be made for widows of fishermen and their orphans under fifteen yearsofage, 
out of a bounty, or from some other source. 

Loans to be given to fishermen, to enable them to obtain hookers of fourteen or eighteen 
tons, with yawls, seans, herring-nets, lines, &c. 

Houses for fishermen to have a portion of land. 

A pier to be formed at the south side of Broad Strand for tlie general fishery. 

^le King’s Quay at Courtmaesherry to be extended and repaired for the general fishery. 
Two curing establishments to be formed — one at Courtmaesherry, and one at Broad 
Sb'and, with conveniences for barking nets. 

Ground to be allocated for drying seans at Courtmaeshen-y, Broad Strand, and Seven- 
heads. 

A lighthouse on the haibour’s point at Courtmaesherry. 

A six oared whale boat to be provided for pilots. 

A Mussel bank to be established in Courtmaesherry harbour. 

Trammels to be prohibited provided the trammel men are granted loans to adopt some 
other branch of the fisheries. 

Coui-tniacsherry trawlei-s to be allowed to trawl at any time, provided all other trawlers 
can be kept out of the bay, they being willing to be restricted to their own bay. 

* See Valentia Evidence, Page 135. 
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A rough wall or stop-water to be constructed from Burrin Rock in Courtmaesheny har- 
bour, to scour the channel, and turn the three channels into one. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

The whole of the District of Cove, including all the Coast Guard Stations within it. 

Cod and Ling fishing commences witli the Mackerel fishing, in April ; Hake in July ; 
Bream in August ; Herrings in September ; Sole and Plaice are ti-awled for all the year.— 
{Sir R. Hagan, Cove?} 

Trawl-nets, spillards, hand lines, with herring, sprat, mackerel, and hake-nets, are used; 
the spillards employ most hands, but the trawls are most productive.^(izVu<. Colston, R.N.. 
a G. 0., Cove.) 

There are private Oyster banks within Cork harbour artificially formed, but not exten- 
sive. Oysters are taken in all parts of this harbour, (Cork,) but not to any extent. The 
supplies for the artificial beds have been collected in various parts of the harbour, and pro- 
tected by the proprietors. ITie beds are not open to the public, but claimed as private pro- 
perty. Private claims are acknowledged by the public, but some persons have created dis- 
turbance, by plundering occasionally. The well-disposed and industrious fishermen never 
interfere in such matters. Private claims extend beyond low water mark, when the ground 
cwi each side the river belongs to the same person. Disturbances or law proceedings have 
arisen in consequence of these claims, but the dispute in all cases has been decided in favour 
of the proprietor. Average pi-ice of Oysters in the local mai-ket, 4s. per the long hundred 
of six score — {Mr. John Smith Barry.) 

Tliere are Oyster banks in Cork hai-bour and branches. One belongs to Mr. Smith 
Bany, whose private claim has been acknowledged by law : it extends below low water 
mai'k {Sir R. Hagan.) 

Several Oyster banks within Cork harbour have been formed naturally. Some of tlie 
banks are open. Two of them are claimed as private property by Mr. Smith Barry, of 
Foaty, and by Mr. Connor, of Ballybricken. 

The fishermen never acknowledge a private right ; and many people well versed on tliese 
subjects doubt the legality of these claims. Both disturbances and law proceedings have 
arisen in consequence. , 

I would suggest that one of the Oyster banks, on parts of the harbour where Oysters are 
found, be preserved for four or five years, and at the end of that time be opened to the 
public — then to preserve another ; and tins would allow the young Oysters, of wliich a great 
number are taken, to grow to a sufficient size. 

Dredging so unsparingly, taking all the young Oysters not worth six pence a hundred, 
and destroying the spawn, has completely exhausted many places where Oysters w.ere 
abundant. 

The price of the best Oysters, is 4«. to 6s. the hundred. They have been 10s. at times, 
when the beds were exhausted; but the preservation of Mr. Smith Barry’s bed, and the 
supply from Kerry, keep the prices moderate at present. Tlie Cork harbour Oysters ai-e 
large, and of good quality. There are some small Oysters taken at the East Ferry, of 
superior flavour. 

boiue idea of the average value of the Oysters taken in one season, may be formed bv 
the fact, that Mr. Smith Bany, who, in consequence of the annoyance of protecting hi’s 
bank, sold by contract all that he did not require for himself, for 3^. per hundi-ed, at the 
latter end of last season, and received £380 for two or three months. It is supposed that 
he will this year receive £1000, and that the contractors -wull retail them again for £1500 ; 
but this, perhaps, is more a proof of the great benefit of preserving this bed, the produce 
which maybe considered equal (if not more) to what is taken in the whole of the other 
parts of the harbour. — {Anonymous.) 

The owners of the banks are Mr. John Smith Barry, Mr. Newenham, Mi-. Connor, and 
the Marquess of Thomond. Their claims extend below low water mark. Disturbances 
and law proceedings continually occur. The supply has diminished where dredging is 
practised. 

The Oysters for sale are sent to Cork and Fermoy {Right Rev. Dr. Crotty, Cove.) 

Trawling has increased, and the general opinion is, that it has destroyed the spawn. 'I’he 
quantity offish has diminished; the supply is drawn from the inshore pole trawlers. The 
fishermen have complained of ti-awling by small craft within the harbour at all seasons, by 
which large quantities of young and useless fish are destroyed, which, if allowed to remain 
until the proper season, would be productive {Mr. J. Smith Barry.) 

Trawling has increased within the last five years. The quantity of fish has dimi- 
nished from the practice of trawling — (Mr. Roberts, C. G. O., Light House, Cork 
Harbour.) 

I am informed that trawling within bays and harbours has increased since the fishery laws 
have ceased; and I am of opinion that this has tended to diminish much the supply of fish. 
The quantity of flat fish has diminished by the practice of constant trawling, which is mostly 
inshore. The supply of flat fish is exclusively drawn from trawling. — {Sir R. Hagan.) 
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The practice of trawling lias increased; but the most experienced fishei-men are of opi- 
nion that it has not had the least injurious effects. On the contrary, they assert that trawl- 
ing is the means of keeping the beds of rivers and bays clear of weeds, and therefore tends 
much to the encouragement and increase of flat fish of every description. I am inclined to 
think that the fishermen express this opinion, apprehensive of resti-ictions. Disinterested 
persons of experience affirrn, that trawling in rivers is the cause of the destruction of spawn, 
and consequent scarcity of fish. The supply of flat fish has gi'eatly diminished, and is rea- 
sonably attributed to the too constant use of the in-shore pole trawls. — (Lieut. Colston, R.N. 
C. G. 0., Cove.') ’ 

Trawling has increased within the last five years, and is believed generally among expe- 
rienced fisherrnen to be highly injurious to the fisheries. ' The quantity of flat fish taken has 
considerably diminished by the practice of trawling, and what is obtained is from the in- 
shore pole trawls. — (Mr. Mullins, C.G.O., Poorliead() 

Trawling has increased. The injurious effects of it, in the opinions of those consulted, 
are, that it frightens the^ake and other fish, and therefore prevents the boats employed in 
the other fisheries from hatching as much as they otherwise would. It is not considered to be 
injurious in other respects, as the spawning takes place further off than the trawling ground. 
Tills is the opinion of intelligent fishermen ; but mine is, that trawling is more detrimental. 
(Mr. Hall, C. G. O., Crossliaven. ) 

Boats and Gear. 'The boats and gear are in as good order as the limited means of the proprietors will ad- 
mit. The fishing vessels principally belong to families in partnership. They have been 
improved in a great measure owing to the encoiiragementgiven in prizes atour local regatta. 
No improvement in the mode of taking fish. Within the line of coast comprehended be- 
tween Poorhead and Corkhead, and including every place within Corkharbour, are 70 half- 
decked boats, 300 open sail and row-boats engaged in the fisheries. The average cost tif 
hookers is £100, of yawls, £10, of whale boats, £12. The average cost of hooker geai\ is 
£20, of yawl do., £10, of whale boat do., £10. 

The establishment of some decked vessels from forty to sixty tons for deep sea fishing, 
would be pi-oductive and desirable (Mr. John Smith Barry.) 

The fishing boats ai-e generally in a very bad condition, as well as their gear. They are 
usually held in partnership throughout this Guard. No improvement has taken place in 
their construction, nor has there been any new mode of fishing adopted. 

Seans are the only description of fishing gear used by the fishei-men within this Guard. 
The length about sixty fathoms, tlie depth six fathoms, the mesh two inch to one and a half 
inch, and are used for Mackerel, Herrings, and Sprats. — (Mr. Roberts, C. G. O., Cork 
Harbour.) 

I have not been informed of any improvement within years past, either in the construction 
of vessels or in taking of fish. Hookers and whale boats ai-e those used ; they appear -well 
adapted for the coast. The boats are generally very good as to condition, some ai-e inferior. 
— (Sir R. Hagan.) 

The large hookers at Cove are in good condition, and generally well found, but thesnialler 
description of vessels and boats are in a very wretched state, some minus sails, and others 
with an apology for one, having scai-cely any canvass within the bolt-rope. They are other- 
wise in a bad state, decayed, leaky, and almost destitute of every sort of requisite. Their 
fishing gear is equally useless from its ragged state, and the owners ai-e not able to raise a 
sufficiency to repair them, as their general poverty is great, and in some instances afflicting. 
In the large class of vessels improvement is progi-essing ; those of late construction beino- 
better modelled and built than formerly, in consequence of the emulation created by the 
encouragement of the yacht club in awarding liberal prizes for the fastest vessels at the an- 
nual regattas. The other description of fishing boats belong to poor people who have not 
the means of improvement. 

No change has taken place in the modes of fishing ( Lieut. Colston, R. N., C. G. 0. 

Cove.) ' ’’ 

Very little improvements have taken place within the last thii-ty 3 ’ears in the construc- 
tion of the fishing boats or hookers of Cork harbour. The gi-eater part are old open boats 
witliout a counter stern. The fishermen are improving in skill and activity from^year to 
3 ’ear. 

llie fisliing boats of Cork harbour are principally hookers, from seven to twenty-one tons, 
their cost at present prices, from £8 to £10 per ton. Yawls employed in the Herring, Sprat^ 
and hand line fishing, cost £12 complete, without sails. Tlieir dimensions, seventeen or 
eighteen feet keel, five feet ten inches beam. 

Whale boats occasionally used in fishing, when completewithfiveoai-sandlugsail of thirty 
or thirtj’-five yards, cost about £15. ITieiv dimensions twenty-two and a half feet keel, four 
feet ten inches beam. A lai-ger class of whale boats has been used this winter for piloting, 
of twenty-six or twenty-seven feet keel, four feet ten inches beam, and six oai-s, which ai-e 
found superior to the old class. Their cost is from £20 to £25. 

Strong decked boats are wanted for the deep sea fishing, and for meeting and following 
the fish, of from twenty-five to forty-five tons. Their cost, complete without fishing gear° 
copper-fastened at wood-ends and butts, £I3 to £14 per ton. These if built as lai-geas 
thirty-five or forty tons would be of service in winter as pilot boats. 

A trawling-net complete with poles, &c., would cost £5 10s. It is sixteen fathoms in the 
round ; the mesh from four and a half inches at top, to three and a half inches at bottom.' 
Long lines, sixteen to eighteen fathoms in length, would cost from £6 to £7. Spillards, 
about £3. Hand lines, fifty fathoms, 2s. Qd. Herring-nets eighty fathoms long, in five 
pieces, to enable them to clear each other when coming in contact, by separating*^ the net,, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COUNTY CORK. 



161 



witli mesh of two inches, would cost £1 10 . 9 . each piece, making the entire cost £7 10^. Boats and Gear 
Sprat-net from thirty to thirty-six fathoms in lengtli, with a mesh of one-half inch, one inch, 
one and a half incJi, one and three-fourtli inch, would cost from £20 to £24. Tliese nets 

are almost always made by the fishermen’s families, and always repaired by them {liepliea 

unxigned, hut comprehending the whole of the Coast Guard Stations in the District of Cove.) 

llie fishing boats on this part of the coast, are in general in a very bad condition, as well 
a-s the fishing gear. They ai'e held in partnership by the fishermen. No improvement has 
taken place whatever in the construction of the boats, nor have any new modes of fishing 
been adopted. Yawls are the description of boats used by fishermen on tliispartofthe coast. 

Tlie average cost of each including gear, is about Mullins, C. G. O, Poorhead.) 

Tlie condition of the boats is very bad ; they are scarcely sea-worthy, which is caused by 
the extreme poverty of tlie owners. ITiere are generally three and sometimes four pro- 
prietors to a boat. When persons go out to fish who do not possess a share in the boat, 
they are remunerated by a portion of the fish caught. If no fish are caught by them, they 
get nothing for their trouble.— (Zzea)-. Masters, R.N., Ringahella.) 

Tlie boats ai'e generally in bad condition, except those engaged in the regattas, which 

iiave created a spirit of improvement among the owners of hookers and other boats. (Riaht 

Rev. Dr. Crotty.) 

^e fishing vessels, boats, and gear, (at East Ferry,) are, generally speaking, in good re- 
pair, though there ^e some instances in my Guard where boats are hauled up on the strand, 
die owners not ha.ving the means to purchase materials to repair them, nor could they ob- 
tain them on credit. But in my opinion, if tliey had the means of getting the gear required, 
they would be able to refund the loan in a few months, and afterwards give their families a 
comfortable living — {Mr. R. Lawton, C. G. 0., East Ferry.) 

Nets ai'e used at all seasons when fish appear. It would be useful to prevent trawling In 
harbours, with a less mesh than six inches at any season ; and to prevent trawling altogether 
during the season when fish are depositing their spawn. The establishment of mussel banks 
also would be desirable, with sufficient protection to prevent the parties taking more than a 
reasonable quantity of them at a time for bait, and to prevent theirbeing taken for any other 
purpose. — {Mr. John Smith Barry.) 

There are not any regulations among the Cove fishermen. Everyman uses his own Regulations, 
judgment, which is certainly injurious to the Fisheries to a gi-eat extent, not only in the 
destruction of spawn, but even Plaice are taken at seasons when they are not fit lor food. 

Some restriction is necessary on trawls, for although many sorts of flat fish are in good 
season throughout the year, still a most abundant fisii (Plaice) is not, and the fish is un- 
avoidably destroyed in trawling for other fish, and at a time when it is useless, therefore, if 
the use of the trawl was pi-phibited from the 1st of March to the 31st of May, it would 
benefit the Fisheries. — {Lieut. Colston, R.N.) 

Regulations restricting both the periods of fishing and the size of the net, are ver’y much 
required, and some one or more Oyster and Mussel beds ought to be preserved for four or 
five years. Trawling ought to be stopped from the 1st of November or December, to the 
1st of March or April. No mesh ought to be used of less than four and a half or five inches 
at bottom of the net, and five and a half or six inches at the top. One bank or more or 
part of the harbour where Oysters are found, ought to be preserved for four or five years, 
and if possible, a Mussel bank should be established — {Replies unsigned, hut comprehending 
all the Coast Guard Stations in the District of Cove.) 

It is in my opinion, as well as in the opinion of the most intelligent persons in this neigh- 
bourhood, that if trawling and trammel fishing were prohibited, it would be beneficial to the 
deep sea fishery — {Mr. Mullins, Poorhead.) 

Frequent and serious breaches of the peace occur between those engaged in the different 
modes of fishing — {Lieut. Masters, R.2^., Robert’s Cove.) 

There is a prejudice against the use of trammels, which has led to contentions. I am of 
opinion, with many other persons, that trawling disturbs the spawn of fish, particularly in the 
months of October and November. Large sized meshes would of course be less injurious 
than small {Right Rev. Dr. Crotty.) 

The trawl fishing, though injui-ioiis to the line fishing, is so beneficial that it would not be 
considered desirable to restrain or suppress it. But as to the general benefit to be derived 

from the prevention of trammel fishing, there can be no doubt {Mr. Hall, Crosshaven.) 

There are no regulations as to nets and seasons, (Cork harbour,) but, if there were it 
would in my opinion improve the harbour fishing. 

Trawling is complained of by the fishermen when banks of Herrings and other fish 
make their appearance, as that mode of fishing disperses them, and drives them to sea. No 
contentions however among the fishermen ; but if at certain seasons trawling was prohibited. 

It would improve the fishery in the harbour. If there were breaches of the peace, the civil 

autliorities would be sufficient. The Coast Guard may assist as heretofore {Mr. R. 

Lawton, C. G. 0., East Ferry.) 

The supply of fish is not equal to the demand. Scottish cured fish and Newfoundland Markets and 
Cod, are very generally consumed. There are no fish cured here except Herrings, and Curinv. 

those are consumed by the fishermen. Scotch Herrings are sold cheaper than Irish {Mr. 

Hall, Crosshaven.) 

The supply of fish procured on this coast is not equal to the consumption, and consequently 
Herrings are imported from Scotland, and Cod fish from Newfoundland. Cod, Ling, and 
Haddock, in the summer season are generally sold at £l per score, in the winter £2. Cured 
fish. Cod, Ling, and Hake, may average about 18s. the cwt. Irisli cured fish rates higher 
in those markets by a few shillings per cwt.— (Mr. Mullins.) ° 
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Conclitioa and 
Habits of the 
Fishermen. 



The quantity of fre.sh fish brought to the Cork market has never exceeded the demand. 
The supply of both cured and fresh fish is never equal to the demand in the Cork market. 
A great quantity of Scottish and foreign cured fish is procured, chiefly Scottisli Herrings, 
Newfoundland Cod, Yarmouth Herrings, and Shetland Ling. The prices as follow : — 
very good Turbot, 15s., middle size do., 5s. to 7s.; large Cod, 2s. 6rf., middle size do., Is. 4rf.; 
large Ling, 3s. Qd., middle size do., Is. ; Haddock, Is. 6c?. ; Hake per score, 3s. to 10s. ; 
Mackerel per hundred, 5s. to 13s.; Herrings per do., 2s. to 10s. ; Pilchards per do., 2s. to 6s. ; 
Sprats per do., 2d. to bd . ; pair of Soles, Is. to 2s.; one Plaice, Qd. to Is.; Lobsters each, 
Is to 2s. ; Crabs each, 2d. to &d . ; Dorees, Qd. to Is. 

Prices of imported fish — Ling, 30s. per cwt. ; Cod, 18s. per do.; Herrings, 23s. pet- 
barrel. 

The Irish cured fish bears a price according to the quantity of foreign cured fish in the 
market. It is generally equal in price, but if any difference, it is in favour of the Irish cured 

fish {Replies unsigned, including the ichole of the Cove District and Cork Harbour.) 

The supply of fish is seldom equal to the demand. 

Scotch Hemngs to the extent of 15,000 barrels and 10,000 quintals of Newfoundland 
Cod, are annually imported into Cork. Prices as follow: — average price of Hake per 
score, 5s.; do. Haddock, 8s.; do. Ling, 12s.; do. Cod, 12s.; Conger, 12s.; Herrings per 
six score, 4s.; flat fish per score, 5s.; dried Ling per cwt., 23s. id.-, dried Conger do., 
23s. id . ; dried Hake do., 18s. 

The preference is given to local cured fish, with the exception of Scotch Herrings, for 
which the general price is 25s. per baiTel.. — {Mr. John Smith Barry.) 

The condition of the fishei-men is very bad, owing to an injurious use of ardent spirits. — 
{Lieut. Charleston, R.N., Cork.) 

The fishermen at East Ferry are addicted to the use of ardent spirits, but not to a very 
injurious extent. The circumstances of small fai-mers are better. The fishermen who is 
also the occupier and cultivator of a small portion of land, is in a better condition than he 
who holds no land. 

Hired fishermen get at the rate of Id. per day, when hired by the quarter or half year. 
In general each vessel of each class, has two owners who have equal shares. — {Mr. R. 
Lawton, East Ferryi) 

The few fishermen at Crosshaven are in the double occupation of fishing and cultivating 
potato-fields ; in habits and morals they are nearly similar’ to the other inhabitants. The use 
of ardent spirits does not prevail to an injurious extent. They are occasionally employed 
in cultivating ground, from which there can be no injurious effects, as fishing would not, 
under present circumstances, afford means of subsistence. They have no- regular periods 
for fishing, but they may at ail times be profitably engaged in it if they had the means of 
equipment. They have all small patches of land. They live in very bad -thatched cabins. 
The farmers who let land to the fishermen, pay generally themselves, from 15s. to 30s. the 
acre, and obtain from the fishermen £3 10s. or £4 the acre. No fisherman is hired here 
to be paid a certain sum of monpy. The owners of boats invariably go out themselves, 
and the fishermen are remunerated by shares of the fish, which aregener^ly very small, and 
not enough for their own consumption. 

There are four men commonly in a row-boat. The owner gets one-fifth of the fish, 
after wliich the crew, including the owner, receive each an equal share of the remainder. — 
{Mr. Roll, C. G. 0.) 

The fishermen of this district (Cove) are generally well conducted, but from being more 
exposed to the weather than any other class, are of course more addicted to the use of 
ardent spirits. 

The condition of those who have land is much superior to those who have not. They have 
much superior habitations to those without land. 

Fishermen have generally one-sixth of the boat’s earnings when employed in trawling. 
Bop are hired at 2^. %d. per week and their diet. In hand line fishing, the boat-owner re- 
ceives one-fourth of the entire fish, and the remainder is equally divided among the crew 

{Right Rev. Dr. Crotty^ 

The fisherman who works on shares is about on a par with the agricultural labourer in 
social circumstances. The nature of their employment, and the uncertainty and inequality 
of their profits, cause them to be more addicted to ardent spirits. 

Tlie condition of the fisherman who occupies land, is generally much better than he who 
has no land. They also occupy better houses. Those who live in towns are always in a 
worse condition than those who live scattered on the shores of the harbour. 

Fishermen ai’e hired by the year for £6 and diet, seldom by the day, mostly by a share 
of the fish. Boys are hired at from 2s. to 3s. per week, with diet, in a season oi’ three or 
four months. — {Replies unsigned, hut comprehending the whole of the Coast Guard Stations in 
the District of Cove.) 

The condition of the fishermen is much the same as other poor classes. The precarious 
and irregular nature of their profits, generates in them to a certain extent, a corresponding 
irregularity. The fishermen of Cove are in general well conducted, and share their earnings 
with their families. They are decidedly superior in every respect to the manufacturing 
race, and as to bodily energy much on a standard with tlie agricultural labourer, but quiet 
unexciting work rendei-s the latter more gentle than the fisherman, whose life is one of 
dangers and toil, liable to excesses and reverses, and therefore exciting. As to ardent 

spirit, fishermen use it whenever they get it, and often to a very injurious extent {Lieut. 

Colston.) 

The habits and morals of the fishermen here are mucli the same as the agricultural 
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labourers with few exceptions. When fish are plentiful they indulge in spirits. Tiieir habi- 
tations are generally of the same description with the cotters and labourers. — {Sir R. 

Hagan.) 

llie fishennen in this Guard, are hard-working industrious men, and not much given to 
the use of ardent spirits. Each of them rents a small plot of land, and they live in small 
thatched houses. They pay to the neighbouring farmers for lea-ground per acre, about six 
guineas; for stubble, ploughed and manured, from £4 lOs. to £5. For unmanured lea, 
they pay per acre £4 lOj.; for unmanured stubble, £3 10s. The fai-mers themselves hold 
their farms on an average of £1 5s. the acre. — {Mr. Roberts, C. G. 0., Lighthouse^ 

The present mode of selling fish is destructive to the fisherman. His fish is previously 
engaged to an intermediate dealer, who invariably keeps a publichouse, to which the parlies 
adjourn to settle their accounts. Tire consequence is, that at least two-thirds of their earn- 
ings are spent in di-inking, after (in tire first instance) losing about one-half of the value of 
the fish. 

I would recommend the establishment of a well regulated loan fund, for advancing small Loan Funds, &e. 
sums to fishermen (giving good security) to enable them to keep their boats in effective 
order ; the distribution of such loan to be subject to the inspection of some person connected 
with the advance. 

The condition of the fishermen who obtained loans from the late Fishery Board, was con- 
siderably improved, and if the fund had been continued and was judiciously applied, it would 
have been of the greatest possible advantage. 

If a loan to the fisherman was well disposed of, he could pay without inconvenience fifty 
per cent, per annum, with an interest of, say five per cent. The limited means of the 
fishermen, compel them to purchase in most cases, second-hand articles, consequently their 
out-fit is any thing but effective. There is no credit. — {Mr. John Smith Barry.) 

There are not any benefit societies among the fishermen. They very seldom put money 
in the savings bank. 

There is a loan fund at Cove, which is not so much used by fishermen as by huxsters or 
intermediate dealers in fish. The capital of this fund is £300. The loans from 18s. to £5, 
are repayable in twelve weekly payments. The repaymente are strictly enforced. A 
magistrate’s warrant is immediately resorted to in case of non-payment, by which means 
never more than £l has been lost in a year. 

The loan fund of the late Fishery Board produced much benefit, and permanent improve- 
ment in the condition of many. Wherever it failed to benefit, misfortune, ignorance, bad 
management, and premeditated dishonesty may be ascribed as causes. No complaint appears 
to have been made as to the terms. 

A thrifty fisherman could repay a loan of £20 in two years. They have felt the loss of 
the loan fund. They cannot get materials on credit except they are well known and of 
good character, no usurious interest is ever charged. 

A loan fund should be gi’anted by Government for the use of the Fisheries alone, for the 
purpose of extending and encouraging them. A fishery police should be established to 
enforce the regulations throughout the year, and a guarS on the Oyster and Mussel banks. 

The chief of the police should also hold the direction of the loan fund, which would give 
him more influence with the fishermen, and enable him to punish by withholding loans from 
those individual fishermen who violently opposed the enforcement of the regulations. Anew 
net of the regulated size should be given to every man who may be deprived of his present 
small mesh net, or at least, the value of the old one allowed him. — ( Unsigned, hut compre- 
hending all the Coast Guard Stations in the District of Cove?) 

A few persons resident in Cove, have made investments in the Cork savings bank. There is 
a chai-itable loan fund at Cove, established in 1824, by private subscriptions and donations, 
under the direction of local trustees and a committee. Capital this year £187 4^. The 
terms are, that all sums lent on the security of a householder, must be repaid by twelve 
equal weekly instalments. For the first neglect of payment one-fourth is required on each 
shilling ; for the second, one-half ; and for the third neglect, the surety is summoned to Petty 
Sessions, and in default of payment, a distress waiTant is issued against his goods, giving him 
ten days to pay. During the past year £1195 155. was lent to 1181 persons, huxters, fish- 
ermen, and dealers in fish, but the fishermen were the smaller number of borrowei's. The 
late fishery loan fund improved many ; and there was not any complaint against its regu- 
lations. — '{Right Rev. Dr. Crotty?) 

No benefit societies here (East Ferry, C. G. Station,) nor any local loan funds by which Late Fishery 
the fishermen could be benefited. Tlie late fishery loan fund improved the circumstances Fund, 
of tlie fishermen, while the advantages were open to them. The fishermen could repay a 
loan in about twelve months. Some few boats are hauled up for want of means to fit them 
out, no credit being given since the extinction of the loan fund — {Mr. R. Lawton, C. G. 0., 

East Ferry.) 

As other information is requested, it may be remarked that no questions are asked as to Observations on 
any injuries caused by extraneous circumstances to local fisheries. Coast Fisheries 

It is a fact, that within the last fourteen years, the quantity of fish in theharbour of Cove Roland, by Sir 
has diminished. Herrings, for instance, were more plentiful ; and if from I5. to I5. 4tf. per I'- 
hundred could not be had for them in the market, were used as manure. A beggar in the 
street has often had more Herrings flung to her gratuitously by a fisherman, than that fish- 
erman this year (1835) can procure by labour, or purchase for himself and family. 

The introduction of steam has operated in two ways to the detriment of the Cove fisher- 
men — first, by disturbing the fish ; and next, by destroying the small capital formerly 
in the coasting trade, by which they often got additional employment in occasional assist- 
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ance in towing and piloting, and in which some of their fahiilies got employment. Although 
the steam trade may sometimes bring into play a better market, it destroys harbour fisheries 
and harbour employ, creating the necessity of following other more extended occupations. 
'Fhis is all for the public benefit, where there is a capital in the place so affected ; but where' 
that is not the case, it creates peculiar depression, too often not very temporary, and cer- 
tainly it annihilates those smaller coasting trades which employ the poorer seaport population, 
and decreases the number of people employed in navigation. It therefore is but just to 
assist any class so suffering by any public means which extend their resources, and thus 
enable the breed of naval industry to support itself. 

Another cause which has reduced tlie naval and maritime class in Cove to additional dis- 
tress, is the abolition of the naval establishment there. During its existence, a large sum 
was spent in weekly wages, which of course was circulated in the mai’ket, creating additional 
employ in providing for that market, fish included. The loss of this support, added to 
the absorption by steam traders of the coasting and smaller boat employ, has thrown addi- 
tional numbers of boatmen, &c. on fishing as a resource, which fishing is both reduced in 
profit, and increased in number of hands ; so that there is at present unusual disti'ess among 
the fishermen of Cove. 

These facts are alluded to as coming into the scope of the Fishery Inquiries, and may 
give the “ other information” requested, so far as affects the present state of Cove Harbour 
Fisheries. 



' Yomjhal, March 14, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. B.arry and Townsend. 

•• Witnesses — William Farrell, formerly a Kinsale Fisherman, and now a resident of Youghal; 

John Sullivan, John Gallivan, Patrick. Brien, Fishermen; John Griffin, Shoemaker; 

Christopher M‘Court, Master of the Marigold Wherry, of Skerries. 

Fishing Grounds. The fishing grounds resorted to by the fishermen of Youghal, are nearly the same as 
those used by the Dungarvan fleet. The fish taken — Cod, Ling, Hake, Glassen, Haddock, 
and other fish. The supply of most kinds of fish has been progressively decreasing for 
some yeai’s. Tlie supply of Herrings has been particularly deficient. Tlie market has 
been principally supplied with Scotch fish, selling at present for £1 to £1 5s. per barrel. 
Distr<^ed State of Farrell thinks that the cause of the scai'city is the poverty and bad spirits of the fisher- 
the Fishermen. men, which prevent their following the fish into the deep sea. They have neither clothing, 
nor food, nor materials, nor vessels properly equipped for following the fish where it is sure 
to be found. No class of persons is so distressed at present as the fishermen; '‘there is 
pity and mercy for every body else but them.” The fann labourer has his bit of potato- 
ground ; but Patrick Brien says, “ here, tiie gentlemen have taken up all the land for their 
pleasure, we must dig our potatoes witli a silver spade, our only gardens are the bare quay.” 
John Griffin says, that “ as a shoemaker, even he feels the distress of the fisherman. Many 
among them who used to employ him formerly, cannot now spend a crown for the pound 
they paid in better times.” 

Piffilicans are the owners of any good boats that are in the harbour ; tlie accounts ai-e 
settled at their houses, and “ they have generally the best of the game.” ’Tis from hand 
to mouth with the working fishennan. There is no curing, nor any encouragement for it. 
It is very bal'd for men to cure fish, and to keep it until the proper time for sale, whose 
jackets are half their time in the pawn office. 

Trammo! Fishery. Trammels were_ once much complained of in Youghal and the neighbourhood ; but they 
liave all been banished, and yet the fish does not appear much tlie more abundant. 

Trawling. Trawling is still practised. 

John Gallivan says, that he is a very wise man who can tell whether that or any other 
mode of fishing does any harm. 

Quality of Irish Whenever the Herrings have been taken in such quantities as to have any cured, tliey 
Cured Fish. were always prefen'ed, though ungutted, to the Scotch fish, and sold at a much higher 
price. At present, 4s. a hundred can be had for the Marygold’s bulk-fish, while six and a 
iialf-liundred of Scotch Herrings in a barrel, can be bought for £1. 

Marygold’sVoyi^e The Marijyold, now at Youghal quay, 47 tons, left Dublin for Killybegs on the 20th of 
in 1835-6. December last, took salt on board at Skerries, sixteen and a half tons, at 25s. per ton ; 

bought 75,000 Herrings, at 16s. to 18s. per tliousand; caught about an equal quantity off’ 
lloundstone, County Galway, which place she left on the 24th of February, and reached 
Youghal on the 27th. They expect to average 3s. 6d. per hundred for the cargo. The 
N.W. fishery, was by no means so abundant as was represented. At one period,, in con- 
sequence ol the scarcity of salt, prices were as low for Herrings as 6s., 8s., and 10s. per 
thousand. Salt was then £4 10s. per ton. 

The old loan fund of tlie late Fishery Board did some good, but it was too troublesome 
to get at it, and the shopkeepers on whom the orders were given, used to charge as high 
prices nearly as if they gave credit, alleging that payment was tedious. Then the poor 
man’s note became due long before he could make the money. 

State of Boats. boats are generally in very bad condition, except those belonging to shopkeepers. 

Employment of Families of fishermen have no employment except hawking about the few fish which 
Fishunneii’s Fami- ^hey, as well as tlie men in bad weather, ai'c more than iialf their time 

lies. idle. 
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A Jittle bit of laud on moderate terms, to give the certainty of food and employment to 
their families, and some help to get boats and gear for themselves, which they could well 
afford to pay for by getting a little time. 

John Sullivan of the hooker Friends, says it is all trash to suppose that a man would be a 
bit tlie worse fisherman, if he knew that while he was at sea, his family were tilling the 
garden; and he cannot tliink “how a fresh Hake could eat the worse with a dish of new 
potatoes dug out of a poor man’s own garden ; but the gentlemen must have fine lawns 

and parks, and they say the fishermen should have no garden but in the sea they may 

tell that to the marines.” Nothing kills us but the want of a bit of land. 

William Farrell says, that the fishermen of Youghal, are not equal to those of Kin- 
sale. They are not as expert at the long lines, nor do they go so far to sea. Their boats 
are not so good. 

They are much better off than the people of Kinsale for bait. 

The supply of fish throughout tlie year is never equal to the demand, but it is as un- 
certain as the seasons. It is either a feast or a famine, and when a large quantity is 
taken, the price is so low in consequence of there being no regular curers, that the fisher- 
men have not the fair benefit of it. 

When the fisheries of Youghal were more prosperous, the people were in spirits to watch 
them, and to prevent mischievous practices. At present, they are so low and poor, that 
every man fishes as he likes, excepting only the trammel men. 

Farrell thinks that trawling in the Bays, probably does a deal of mischief. Certainly 
while the fishery officers hindered it, the fish used to be more abundant. Formerly, be- 
fore fishery officers were appointed, the gentlemen of the town used to look after the 
fisheries, but now, there are no officers, and nobody attends to them or seems to cai-e about 
them. Nearly twenty years ago, a petition was presented to the Corporation, complainincr of 
improper modes of fishing, of which the following is a copy : — 

TO THE MAYOR AND BAILIFFS OF THE TOWN OF YOUGHAL. 

The Humble Petition of the Fishermen and Boat Owners of the Town and Port of Youghal. 

SitowETH, — That the pernicious practice of trawling for Plaice and Sole in the Bay of Youghal, is 
attended with the most injurious consequences to the interests of your petitioners in general, and the 
public at large ; but particularly of the gi-eat majority of the fishermen, whose only means of support- 
ing themselves and their numerous families, is fishing with the hook and line, upon which method the 
supply of the Youghal market, as well as the interior, principally depends. 

That this mischievous practice of trawling appears not only to injure line fishing, but it also tends to 
destroy that great source of national wealth, the “Herring Fishery, which in former times, before 
trawling became so prevalent, afforded employment and subsistence to thousands of poor people ; and 
if protected and encouraged, instead of the present casual and meagre supply, so inadequate even for 
immediate consumption. Herrings, from the local advantages of this bay, would in all probability soon 
become an article of export. 

That the havoc and mischief occasioned by trawling is absolutely incalculable, as it tears up (he 
ground, and destroys the spawn of fish in general, besides destroying multitudes of small Turbot and 
other flat fish, (exclusive of what is brought to market under the legal size,) the bag of the trawl often 
exhibiting one common mass of destruction, in every stage from spawn to maturity ; and not these 
Immeasurable evils alone arise from Trawling, but scale fish of every kind (which always swim in shoals 
when periodically visiting our coasts,) are scattered, dispersed, and driven entirely out of the bay ; so 
that the bounty of Providence, directing to our shores ample supplies of fish, each in duo season, is 
thus in a great measure frustrated, by greedy individuals using unfair methods of fishing. 

That another mode of fishing almost equally as mischievous as trawling, (at least as it affects your 
petitioners,) has been lately introduced and practised within the very limits of the port, (and that too 
by strangers, who do not even bring their fish to the town,) which is, by fixed trammel-nets, and this 
mode coupled with trawling, has nearly reduced your petitioners with their large families, to a state of 
starvation ; and it cannot be denied, that ever since trawling and trammelling have been so generally 
practised, instead of that abundant supply which was formerly found in the market, before these unfair 
methods of fishing were in use, a great scarcity of fish has been the consequence, not casually for a 
season, but each succeeding year worse than the former ; and this fact in the present season, is proved 
beyond all question, a scarcity now prevailing unequalled in the recollection of the oldest fisherman in 
Youghal. 

Thai your petitioners arc advised, that there is no existing law to prevent trawling in this bay ; and, 
therefore, relying on the protection of the magistrates of Youghal, in aid of your petitioners and the 
public welfare, they seek for their assistance to obtain legislative relief, by applying to Parliament to 
put a stop to these ruinous practices, which relief, they are informed, could be obtained, and witli little 
or no expense, as in the case of Dungarvan. For your petitioners shew, that by the 2Cth section of an 
act passed in the 27th year of his present gracious Majesty’s reign, chap. 31, trawling is prohibited iu 
Dungarvan Bay, and that this act was not passed for this specif purpose, but is a public general act 
for regulating and encouraging the Herring Fishery on the north west coast of Ireland : and lastly, 
your petitioners beg permission to observe, that the growth and prosperity of the shipping aud fishino- 
craft of Dungarvan, (the aggregate tonnage exceeding Youghal in the proportion of three to one,) 
may be fairly attributed to the operation of that single clause which prevents trawling in Dungarvan 
Bay, and consequently enables the fisherman thereto reap the fruits of his labour, and support his 
family in comfort, whilst the poor Youghal man, cold, wet, and comfortless, “ toils all night but takes 
aothiug.” 

Ynur petitioners therefore respectfully solicit relief, which, if obtaiued, the public will 
share the benefit, and they submit to the judgiuont and discretion of the Magistrates 
of Youghal, to adopt the proper means to obtain it. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

Fisheries, and The In-shore fishei^ begins when the fish fall in after bait or small fish, and ends when 

i 0 es o 'IS mg. they are gone. Their visits are very uncertain, but the fishery may be said to commence 
about April, and cease about December ; but the offing fish may Ije said to continue the 
year round. _ The modes of fishing are by nets, hand lines, long lines, spillards, and floats. 
When Herrings, Skad, Sprats, and Mackerel close the shore, I think the scan net most 
productive, and for tlie time being, gives most employment. Tlie hooker men are more 
constantly employed than any other fishermen. I think, under proper encouragement, the 
long lines will supersede the hand lines entirely as to Cod, Ling, Haddock, &c. For 
catching Hake, hand lines will always be used. Hereafter, I think long lines will give 
much employment in this district. They are getting into general use. The herring- 
net used to mesh Herrings by the gills, gives much employment in the season, whicli, 
for Herrings and Sprats, is generally from May to December. 

Lobsters and Crabs are taken on this coast ; but, in my opinion, not in as great quantity 
as they would, if better means were employed. I am not aware that their quality is infe- 
rior or superior to those taken elsewhere. 

By means of wicker work (twigs) lobster-pots of a most inefficient construction, nie 
season, summer and autumn; the markets, Youghal and Dungarvan; jolters convey them 
inland. I do not believe the Norway trap was ever used in this district, nor is it known. 
IrawJing, and The practice of trawling within bays has increased within the last five years. The most 

Modes complained experienced persons in my opinion, are those that are in the habit of trawling, and the 
^ ■ hookermen who sometimes use such nets, and at other times lines. The line fishermen, 

who, with very few exceptions, sometimes use such nets, are entirely against trawlers, but 
their opinion must be received with caution ; mine is, that trawling does mischief at some 
seasons, and not so at others. The pole-trawl, used in shoal water, is the only one known 
here. For deep water fishing, it is far inferior to the beam trawl. Line-fishers complain of 
trawling when the round fish strike in shore where the pole trawls are used, under the idea 
that the passing and repassiug of these nets, disturb and scare the fish ; and, as it is alleged, 
destroy the spawn. Those who use it, deny its injurious effects ; and it can be proved, that 
where eight trawlers were at work all day, a quantity of Hake was taken the same night. 
Trammel-nets are also complained of by the line fishers. They are used to mesh Hake 

by the gills or head. They are moored, and of course stationary (Mr. Henry Eels 

Roderick.) 

Fishermen complain much of trawls and trammels as injurious to the fisheries in 
general. 

The practice of trawling has much increased, and has done much injury to the fisheries.— 
( C. G. 0. Ardmore^ 

The fishermen on this part of the coast, complain of the in-shore trawlers being the 
cause of destroying the spawn. Trawling is increasing every year, and plenty of fish would 
be had here only for it — (Mr. Eddington, C. G. 0., Knockadoon.) 

Piers and Quays. In many instances, private individuals formerly made many applications to Government 
for the erection of piers on parts of this coast, but they were discouraged by the unfavour- 
able reports of engineers. I think slips, as- the least expensive work to facilitate the bawling 
up and launching of row-boats, would be useful at Ardmore, Whitingbay, and Knockadoon, 
near Cable Island. A pier would be most useful at Ballycotton, and some improvement at 
Grandison Cove. — (Mr. Henry Eels Roderick.) 

Greenland and Knockadoon require piers — ( Mr. Eddington, C. C. 0., Knockadoon.) 

A safety pier at Knockadoon would materially benefit the Fisheries and commerce ge- 
rally.— (Mr. O'Cormell, C. G. 0., Youghal.) 

Boats and Gear. The general condition of boats and fishing vessels is not bad, but may be improved. 

Sorne are only middling, and a few very bad ; but, on the whole, the gear is more de- 
fective than the boats. Fishermen want means of getting long lines (Mr, Henry Eels 

Roderick.) 

There is a great deficiency of good gear (Coast Guard Officers of Knockadoon, Youghal, 

Balbjcotton, and Ardmore.) 

No general improvement is observable in the class of vessels. Hookers are excellent sea 
boats, but better if decked. Improvements in gear much wanted, most particularly long 
lines. — (Wr. Henry Eels Roderick.) 

The sean net, used for drawing fish in upon the shore when they come near it, is generally 
sixty five fathoms long, composed of two arms, the middle of each of which is about three 
fathoms in depth, and less towards the poles. Each arm about twenty-five fathoms, with 
one and half inch mesh. The centre piece or bunt, is about fifteen fathoms long, and 
five fathoms deep, mesh three-quarters of an inch, and is joined to tlie arms. The warps 
to draw it ashore, are 440 fathoms long. The net is roped, having cork on the upper line, 
and lead on the lower. The cost is about £35. 

A pole trawl net is composed of two arms joined to tlie centre, which is a bag or pouch, 
twelve yards long, nine feet high ; the arms roped, corked, and leaded — ten yards each, 
and- about ten feet deep ; the mesh generally four and one-quarter inches, that is, two and 
one-eight inches fi-om knot to knot ; — the cost is about £9. 

Herring nets, used for taking Herrings which mesh in them by the head, and are 
moored or drifting, forty-eight yards long, two and a-half fatlioms deep, two inch mesh, 
corked and roped above, and stones at intervals attached below, to keep the net ex- 
tended, cost from I85. to 20s. 
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Nets used to take Mackerel by drifting, may be joined together to any length. Each 
net is fifteen fathoms long, and twenty-ftve feet deep, roped and corked above, same as the 
Hen-ing-net, three inch mesh, — cost ^1 5s. each net. Ten, twelve, or fifteen of these, are 
used by each hooker having them. 

Tlie Skad-net is nearly similar to the Mackerel-net. 

Trammel-nets, used to mesh Hake by the gills or head ; length of each piece twenty 
fathoms, depth, four fathoms, or fifty-five meshes of five and a half inches each, roped 
above and below, — cost 5s. each. 

Hand lines used for catching most kinds of fish, round and flat, cost according to their 
length ; a deep sea line about fifty fathoms perfect, costs four shillings. 

Long lines, length forty-two fathoms, a hook and link every one and a half fathom 
asunder ; forty-four of these generally to a hooker, making 1848 fatlioms. Some hookers 
have sixty such lines, or 11,088 feet — almost two miles — a strong conti-ast when one con- 
siders the chance of such a number of baited hooks extending such a distance, with that of 
ten hooks from hand lines fished from a hooker at anchor. The cost of the long lines is 
about £8. — {Mr. H. E. Roderick.^ 

Sprats, herrings, mackerel, gurnet, &c. are used as bait for Hake, herrings and mackerel Bait, 
for Cod and Ling ; lugs (which abound in this district) for Cod, Haddock, Bream, Fluke, 

Dabs, and small fish ; soft or small pill-crabs for Fluke or Flounders in harbours — these 
latter fish are used for baiting lobster-pots very much. The crabs have a tough skin in 
process of forming into a shell, and bear to be put on the hooks ; they are used also for small 
Cod, Fluke, Haddock, Whiting ; and mussel for Ling, Bream, Whiting, Cod, &c. 

Sugarloons, (whelks,) a shell fish, are used for Cod, Haddock, Whiting, Bream, &c. ; 
lugs (a kind of worm found in slob and strands) abound near Dungarvan and Youghal ; 
they are got by digging. Other bait is by no means abundant ; quite the contrary. Many 
kinds of bait are used with success in other places, not used here. 

When fishers cannot supply themselves with some local bait, they sometimes run to Water- 
ford for mussels, but this seldom. Local bait for long lines abounds in this distinct ; and 
when the weather permits, they may be used. I should have said one particular- kind of 
lugs. Mussels are obtained by dredges and crooks, in the harbours and the rivers flowing 
into them. A scarcity, except of lugs, does exist, save when herrings and sprats are in. 

I would propose to form mussel-banks, by importing and depositing them at Youghal, Dun- 
garvan, and in the Phanisk River, near Youghal, up which the tide flows, — to be protected 
until fully established. 

No mussel-banks have been established in this district, though the nature of the ground, 
particularly in Youghal and Dungarvan harbours, is well calculated for such. Nature 
established them, however, in those harbours, and up some rivers also within this, district. 

The demand for tliem has much lessened the supply, and they are not easily had. None 
of those fish ai-e imported here. Hookers bring tliem to Dungarvan from Waterford, and did 
formerly to Youghal, but were prevented taking them at Waterford (Mr. H. E. Roderick.) 

At Dungarvan and Youghal, the fishermen sell fish at the Quay, out of the boats, to Markets, 
women, who retail them in the markets, and sometimes to fish-jolters or carriers, who 
take the fish into the interior. In many cases, the fishermen’s vrives and daughtei-s sell them 
by retail. Herrings and Sprats are sold out of the boats in general by the owners ; they 
are retailed in the market also. Along the coast, they sometimes save the fish, and some- 
times send it, or a part, to Dungarvan and Youghal. The carrying trade gives considera- 
ble employment when fish is plenty. 

The supply of fresh or home-cui-ed fish is not equal to the demand of the local markets ; ' 
there is Scottish and Newfoundland fish used here. Two thousand barrels of Scotch Her- 
rings were imported into Youghal within the last twelve months ; also into Dungarvan. 

'I'here are not any houses here entitled to the name of curing establishments. 

There are no facilities for the fishermen to cure fish, by land proprietors or the public. 

I think fish may be better cured if there were. I do not think the quality of the fish is 
actually injured for want of such facilities ; but I am of opinion the fish may be saved in a 
better way. 

Cured fish is in this district generally attempted to be dried on the strands and shore.s. 

The plan of curing and trying to dry fish, is in this district miserably defective, when com- 
pared with the methods used in Newfoundland. The consequence is, that Irish and Scotch 
cured fish appears to be more salted, and is not so dr}'. 

Hundreds-of instances have occurred, of Pilchards not being taken on tlie coast of this 
district, — not for want of means to extract the oil and cure them, but for want of means to 
pui-sue the fishery for these fish, as on the coast of Cornwall (Mr. H. E. Roderick.) 

If there be any regulations under statutes, none are now enforced ; but they were during Ilegulatioiis. 
the existence ot the several local Inspectors of Fisheries some years since. I am of opi- 
nion that regulations ought to exist, salutary ones, but the query does not require me 
to state them. There are no regulations observed as to the size of the meshes of nets. 

Each fisherman makes or gets them made as he pleases, but they are generally the same 
size as others used for each particular kind of fish. I am not of opinion that the size of 
the meshes on this coast is prejudicial to the fisheries. Trawl-nets are used in some hookers 
by the hookermen. Trammel-nets are used almost exclusively by those fishermen along 
the coast of this district wlio have some land. The season for trawling is at all time.s that 
the weather permits ; but generally, spring, summer, and autumn. Trammel-nets are used 
(if fish be in-shore) from May to December. 

Nets ought not to be allowed to be moored during the day time. 

Penalties ought to be inflicted on owners of scan boats, on proof that young Cod, Whit- 
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ing, Soles, Mullet, &c., were caught in their nets, and not re.?tored to liberty again, by re- 
leasing tliem frorn the net in the water ; of course it is not meant that such should be re- 
leased if taken witii a quantity of other fish, but it is almost always the case, when these 
fish (Cod particularly) are taken, there are few if any other fish amongst them. In every 
instance I ever witnessed a take of young Cod in any quantity, there were neither Sprats or 
Herrings among them, or any other fish except perhaps a few. I am perfectly convinced 
that taking those fish when very small, particulaady Cod, is as injurious to the Cod fishery 
of the coast, as the taking of Salmon fry is to the Salmon fishery. I have seen millions of 
young Cod taken in sean-nets, (which in some cases I consider a very destructive net,) that 
afforded little _ or no profit to owner or fishermen, but tended to injure the fishery, and I 
invite the particular attention of the Commissioners to this fact. 

If the Commissioners be satisfied from the various reports before them, that trawling in 
bays and near headlands be injurious at some seasons, (which is my opinion) such practice 
should be prohibited. Where penalties are necessary, they should be inflicted in the most 
summary manner before one justice of the peace, collector, or other proper oflicer. 

By the 59th Geo. III., chap. 109, (if still in force) catching Skad and Mackerel is fine- 
able, see sec. 14. This section wants revision very much ; one part of this section provides 
that Sprats may be taken. Another part prohibits the use of the net they are taken with. 
The use of a sean-net in the day time for taking Herrings is prohibited by .sec. 16, thisought 
to be altered, so ought sec. 15, which prohibits shooting long lines in places forbidden, A 
long line may be shot at any time. — (Mr. H. E. Roderick.) 

Tfie hookermen are, generally speaking, idle when ashore. The class of persons employed 
in the fishery, not hookermen, when the fish is not in-shore, employ themselves as labourers. 
The mungi-el fishermen scattered along the coast are half fishermen and half farmers. Tlie 
circumstances just now of the greater part of each class are bad, worse than tradesmen. 
Ardent spirits are injurious to them when they indulge too freely. 

Hookermen are with a very few exceptions wholly employed in the capacity of fishermen. 
Tliey very seldom arc engaged in other avocations. The mungi-el fishermen along the coast, 
half farmer and half fisliermen, are frequently engaged in other avocations. The combination 
of pursuits, as things are at present, cannot be injurious to the fisheries, and is beneficial to 
the mungi-el fishermen who sometimes fish and sometimes attend to their spot of land. 
Under proper encouragement, I think a combination of pursuits would be injurious. 

ITie fishennan with a spot of land is better off than the fisherman without land, except 
under some circumstances. 

Fishermen that have no land when not engaged in fishing, have little or no employment. 
Want of capital and other circumstances prevent their employing their time to advantage. 
Their families for the same reason, and not from choice, are idle. Under judicious ar- 
rangements, and a fostering Government, things would be very different. 

The hookermen are at sea whenever the weather permits, and they cannot procure bait. I 
think fishermen maybe employed activelyif tliey were supplied with each kind of fishing gear, 
for nine months in the year or more. 

Comparing the situation of the fishermen in towns with those scattered along the coast, 

1 would incline to the opinion that congregating them in towns would not improve tlieir 
condition in any considerable degree. 

When disabled fishermen have resources, they lean on them ; but, owing to want of en- 
couragement, few have them, compared to the many without. Those who have no means 
live in wretchedness, beg their potatoes, not bread, until death relieves them from their 
misery and sufferings. 

Widows support tliemselves by working or begging. Few, if any, are supported by shares 
in the boats, because the shareholder must go with the boat and work. In cases of death, 
liio widows generalljr sell out. If they retain the shares, a fisherman goes in place of the 
deceased, and contributes generally one penny in four, which is called boat-share ; tiiis 
fourth penny, or rather one penny, out of every four, is divided amongst the shareholders. 

A fourth is the regulation of some kinds of fishing, viz., in hookers. This proportion varies 
in the different modes of fishing. There are many families that have been left destitute, 
and are starving — {Mr. H. E. Roderick.) 

riiere are no boiiefit societies in this district. I do believe some successful fishermen 
occasionally deposit money in savings banks. 

I believe the loan fund to have been productive of very great benefit. The loan fund of 
the late Fishery Board did improve the condition of the fishermen in this district, whilst it 
was continued, and will again, if established under proper regulations. In my opinion, a 
fisherman should have nine months, at the least, to give him a fair opportunity of repaying 
a loan — -that is, under present circumstances. A well-regulated bounty upon fresh fish, 
Cq<l, Ling, Hake, Haddock, Conger-eels and black Pollock, would encourage the Fish- 
eries, at least the offing fishery, more, in my opinion, than any other means, and work 
more practical good than bounty to fish curers. The fishennen (which we apply to hooker- 
men) are the men to be rewai-ded and encouraged. 

The fishermen have experienced difficulty in obtaining materials for their boats and fish- 
ing gear, since the extinction of the loan fund of the late Fishery Board. They are obliged 
to obtain credit, wherever it will be granted to them, for materials, at a high price, con- 
sidering the quality of the articles they get. — (Mr. H. E. Roderick.) 

Tim hookermen generally employed as pilots in stormy weather. Pilotage establishments 
at proper places wanting on this (district) coast. 

We have no harbour lights in this district, but such are wanted in parliculai- situations, 
wiiich, if necessary, can be' pointed out ; or say, one at Helwick Head, near Diingarvan, 
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and one at BlackbaU Head, close to the entrance of Youghal harbour. A light at Ballina- 
courtj; Point, near Dungarvan, would be exceedingly useful. These three lights I con- 
sider indispensable for the use of fishing craft, and most useful for vessels also® trading to 
those ports. ® 

. bounties put, but I will take the liberty to Bounties 

remark tliat, judictously bestowed, such would have the effect of cucouragiim the fishery 
very much. The system of giving bounties to fish onrers was defective, becaule the flsher- 
man, who should be encouraged md assisted by every means possible, reaped little or no 
benefit fronitliem. The price of ftesh fish was very little more than when no bounty 
existed, and the benefit lay with the fish curer. ^ 

^ I should think a bounty on fresh fish of a certain description would have the effect of 
^ exertions to procure it, and extending the fishery {Mr. H. E. 
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Dungarvan, March 12, 1836. 

Examining CoMMissioNEiis^Messrs. Townsend and Pajiuy. 

Land holders Jo™ Cmmnnv, a Boat Owner; 
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beri oftocTet^ being at present prosperouf and comfortablf mem- 

ortml“TeS;is,®p“a«lcSn^ — 

-Se^ Bouufics. 

princintdlvfeS™ M ^ ^ hvel.hood to a numerous class of the poorest person!, 

sons by smafl^dw^c ^FBery.'vas hiinself mainly Instrumental in aiding these pborper- 
ns by small advances, getting a hen on the production bounty to be received, which i^on- 
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feiderably diminished the risk incurred by him. That species of- encouragement, therefore,' 
formed a link bet-ween the capitalist and the operative, which was equally beneficial to both, ' 
and since its extinction, neither the curers nor the boat owners have experienced the sa-me" 
facilities of obtaining credit which they formerly had. Another description of aid which 
was called the repairing bounty, was also found to be extremely beneficial, and the Fishery 
Loan Fund was, while it continued, of the greatest possible service, but the regulations fem 
its management might have been much improved. 

The tw'enty-shllling tonnage bounty afforded the means of giving a good outfit to many 
boats, but among the conditions of obtaining it, was one since proved to be absurd. 
.The hookers were required to be decked; and many of the owners having incurred the ex-^ 
pense in conformity with the law, have since removed the decks, finding them inconvenient; 
and- incommodious. The sudden and unexpected withdrawal of all encouragement in 1830 
was attended in Dimgarvan with most distressing consequences, and the fisheries are at pre- 
sent in a most declining state. 

He thinks loans for fitting out these boats at an average of about £20 each, repayable 
in four annual instalments, with a first lien on the boat as security, would be extremely de- 
sirable. . , , 1 J? IT 

The disti-ess of the fishermen of Dungarvan is greatly aggravated by the want ot smaU 

portions of land. ..... 

The advantages of such an auxiliary, are better illustrated m Dungarvan and its vicinity 
by close contrast, than in most places. p i , • i 

At Abbeyside, which is a portion of the town of Dungarvan, on the east ot the bridge, 
most of the fishermen occupy small allotments of land, and are comparatively thriving,, 
prosperous and industrious. Their boats generally well found, and tliemselves and families 
well clothed. They rarely ever want food, as the application of their otherwise unoccupied 
time to the portions of land which they hold, generally gives them an abundance, and the 
best njoral effects are produced by constant employment, and the want of time to go to tlie 
publichouse. Gn tlie western side, the fishermen liave comfortable houses built for them 
by the Duke, of Devonshire, and are subject to .only a nominal rent, but they_ are huddled 

up into a dense community, and have no land, nor can they obtain it for eitlier love or 

money. They are therefore solely dependent- oif the market for food, always 'unemployed 
when not at sea, liable to idle im]irovident and intemperate habits, often starving, and rarely 
above want. The materials of their boats bad, and as well as their clothes and, bed clothes 
often in pawn. Ttvo little communities in the vicinity of Dungarvaii, furnish instances of 
the same difference betwen the condition' of those who have, and tliose who have, not land — 
Ballinagawl and Grandison harbours, both on the south side of the Bay of .Dungarvan, 
under Hehvick Head. At Ballinagawl, the fishermen have all a little laiid. .The situation 
is very much exposed, and the people have themselves erected a rude pier or bi'eakwater, 
which is in general annually destroyed by the sea, and as often renewed by those persevering 
people. Notwithstanding this, they are the most enterprising and the. most prosperous fish- 
ing community to be found on that part ot the -co-ast. Mr. Carbery states, that iio place is 
more deserving of attention and encouragement than this interesting spot. Ihe late Fish- 
ery Board felt so- convinced of its importance as to offer to contribute three-fourths of the 
expense of erecting a pier there, but the proprietors of tlie soil would not come forward, 
and although the jieople themselves' offel-ed to contribute in labour, tlie project was uba,n- 
doned. At Grandison the proprietor has, at a considerable expense, excavated an artificial 
harbour, and has contributed in various other ways to the establjfhment of a fishing colonj’; 
but he conceives that even the possession of small portions of land would interfere with their 
fishing avocations, and it is said that they often suffer bitterly for the want of tliat food, 
which on land tliey may raise for tliemselves. Mr. Carbery looks forward, to the expected 
enclosure of the piece of land called the Cunegart, near Dungarvan, as a resource for those 
wlio have no land, and until their condition in that respect is altered, he anticipates no im- 
provement, either moral or physical, in their condition. 

In allusion to the eai'nings of a thrifty fishennan, he states that such a person, not a boat 
owner, and not possessing a little land, and with his wife unemployed, is unable to support 
the charges of a family. . . 

He states that there are about seventy half-decked vessels at Dungarvan, of which sixty 
arc getting fast into bad order and condition, both in hull and gear ; that they are likely to 
go to ruin for want of a loan fund, that the men employed, and their families who are not 
fit for any other occupation, will be thrown on the world. I'liere are altogether about 2300 
persons employed. 

Not more than one-third of the fleet can he considered what are denominated buffers, or 
sea-wortby, well-found vessels. The remainder are crazy and ill-supplied. The distress 
of the owners and the extinction of that link which existed between them and the traders, 
has induced many of the latter class to discontinue their advances, and he himself has been- 
forced by prudential considerations, gradually to withdraw from tlie trade. 

• Mr. Carbery says, that if trawling was prohibited from the 1st of June to the 1st of Fe- 
bruary, and trammel fishing totally prohibited — long line fishing would then f oUow, to which 
there would be no objection, and it would be more productive in labour. 

He states that the supply of fresh fish has never exceeded the demand, and that a great 
quantity of Scotch Herrings and Newfoundland fish are consumed in tlie local markets ad-- 
jacent to Dungarvan. The fishermen are badly off for drying places, no accommodation of 
that kind being provided for them. 

Mr. Carbery concluded as follo-ws : — “ After consulting with t-wo of the inost intelligent 
persons on each side of Dungarvan, I have come to the conclusion, that without pronipt 
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effective assistance, the great majority of the fishing classes here will become one mass 
pf pauperism. They are year after year getting worse — their only means of subsistence are 
fapidly failing them. Boats tliat were employed last year are now hauled up in ruins; 
and boats that are now employed, will be as bad next year. If production bounty cannot 
be had, the Abbeyside men want, and ask for, a quay very badly, and a loan fund for 
building and.repairing their boats; — the building fund, one-third of the cost of building, the 
repair fund, one-third of the value of the craft, to be paid in one, two, and three years, 
^le Dungarvan fishermen require the same; their condition is infinitely worse, in conse- 
quence of the want of land. If any thing can make them independent of that assistance, it 
must be a loan fund, to enable the wives and widows of these poor people to buy fish and 
cure it. They would then, by their labour, so far add to the uncertain earnings of tlie 
pien, as -to become comfortable. A great number of these poor creatures would be found 
remarkable for their strict honesty and industry, and this relief would effectually take them 
ffom their present most deplorable and destitute condition, without any loss of money to 
those who make the advances.” '' 

Ml'. Waters, a merchant and boat owner, residing at Abbeyside, states that the distress 
of the poorer classes about Dupgaiwan is at this moment unexampled. Fever prevails at 
present in a great degree at Abbeyside, though not at Dungarvan, although there is a 
marked superiority in the habits of those residing at the former place. 

The possession of small portions of land, even at a very high rent, is a most important 
advantage to the Abbeyside men. It gives them the certainty of food, constant employ^ 
inent, and keeps them from the publichouse. 

■ John Grotty, a boat owner, has eight acres of land, for which he pays £Z the statute acre, 
is prosperous and thriving ; was formerly a working fishennan ; thinks he would not be 
better now but for the bit of land. 

Nicholas Whelan, a fisherman, is part owner of the boat Welcome, now hauled up out of 
repair; has purchased timbers for some time to repaii' her, but is going to sell them again 
for want of other materials, and money to pay tradesmen. There are many other boats 
similarly circumstanced, each having several owner's in partnership, some of them rich, but 
most of them very poor. The rich partner will not contribute, when the poor partner can- 
flot; so that between them the boat goes to ruin, and the poor partners to beggary. If 
some one person had power to lay out money on the boat, for which he should have a first 
charge, all parties would be benefited, and the boat’s earnings would soon repay the ad- 
vance. 

John Curreen, a respectable boat ownei', states, that there are no longer any contentions 
between the Ring men and the Dungarvan men, about trammels. Those who formerly 
used them are now so satisfied of their injurious effects as to desire no better than a law to 
prohibit them altogether. He desires very much to see a production bounty restored. 
It did good to many, and he thinks it would now do good to more who did not formei'ly 
value it as they ought. It helped to make a man of him. 

He also desires, for the sake of the poor, to see a repairing and budding loan fund ; 
£l per ton for the former, provided the vessel to be repaired be worth, at the time, as 
much as the amount required for repairing her ; and £2 per ton towards building ; either 
loan repayable in three or four years, with a first charge on the vessel, and summary pro- 
cess for sale in default of payment. 

The Rev. Mr. Fogai'ty, Roman Catholic Curate of Dungarvan, bears testimony to the pro- 
gressively encreasing distress of the operative fishermen at Dungarvan. He thinks that some 
measures should be adopted for assisting the people in procuring their livelihood by their 
own labour. Believes, that under judicious management, the poorest among them would be 
found the most trust-worthy, and ready to repay any advances they may receive. A very 
large and commodious National School has lately been erected in tJungarvan, to which an 
industrial department may be annexed, if assistance were afforded. He thinks it would be 
of the greatest importance to have the children of the humbler classes trained to habits of 
industry, suited to their peculiar circumstances in life, while they are acquiring literary 
mstruction. The advantages of improved agi'icultural skill, are at tliis moment in progress 
of being exemplified at the Abbey of Mount Melleray, about fifteen miles from Dungarvan, 
and tlu'ee of Cappoquin. A few poor monks of the order of La Trappe, who had been 
driven out of France, obtained a lease from Sir Richard Keane, of a tract of barren 
mountain, upon which they have already erected extensive buildings, chiefly by their own 
hands ; and by skilfully directing the industi-y of the neighbouring peasantry, they have 
brought a large portion of the land to the highest degree of culture, thus improving the 
skill of the population, and their own means of diffusing the benefits of instruction to the 
poor. 
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Ballinacourty, March 12, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Witness — Robert Lokgan, Esq., J. P. 

This place Is on the north shore of Dungarvan Bay, on the estate of Thomas Wyse, Esq., 
and in the tenancy of Mr. Longan. 

Ml'. Longan states that he resides at Ballinacourty, is a Magistrate of the County Water- Pier at Ballina- 
ford, and has for several years taken a deep interest in the promotion of the fisheries. The courty. 
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pier of Ballinacourty was erected under the direction of the late Fishery Board at an ex- 
pense of £1 180, of which £300 was contributed by the proprietors. It has been exceed- 
ingly useful, chiefly as a landing quay, and is resorted to by persons from very distant quar- 
ters of the country, for the landing of culm and limestone. Its erection was followed by 
the buiWing of extensive culm stores, and by the construction of a new road, embankment, 
and bridge, leading to Dungarvan. For purposes of shelter, it is found to be wholly insuf- 
ficient, and m consequence of the smallness of the fund, the work may be considered quite 
^omplete for tlie want of a breakwater to give shelter, and of a greater depth of water, 

V f T 3 * IS daily increasing by an accumulation of mud. 

urn er o ^ere are five hookers and twenty smacks at this place, but the residents near the pier 

derive less accommodation from it than strangers do. ^ 

Slradhdly Cove. Mr. Uniacke, of Woodhonse, hinders the public from using Stradbally Cove near his resl- 
dence, and demands a right of using Ballinacourty Pier without contributing either to its 
erection or maintenance, for which there is no fund whatsoever. In fact it is like other piers 
Ballinacourty Pier similarly circumstanced, belonging to nobody, and therefore, neither so useful nor so well 
wants protection preserved as if judicious regulations could be enforced bv law, for managing it. Thinks that 
and repair. funds may be drawn from itself by tolls, quite sufficient for keeping it in repair. Thinks 

that the public and the contributors were very badly used by the late Fishery Board in 
leaving the work incomplete, and to the mercy of the waves. Ballinacourty is an excellent 
outlet for the fishing ground, and if sufficient shelter was afforded, would be occasionally re- 
sorted to by the whole fishing fleet of Dungarvan. Doubts very much whether it would 
be possible to obtain subscriptions towards any further extension, as the parties were all very 
much dissatisfied before. *' 
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Dunmore, March H, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Witnesses— Lieut. Mark Anthony, R.N., Harbour Master of Dunmore ; Captain Thos. Hunt, 
Pilot Master; Mr. Joseph Murphy, Proprietor of Houses, &c.; James Flynn, a Boat 
Owner and Fisherman ; Edward Galgay, a Contractor with tlie Fishermen for their 
rish; Francis Galgay, and James Morrison, Fishermen. 

Francis Galgay has resided in Dunmore for the last fifty-five years, and was formerly the 
owner of a boat. While he kept one, he prosecuted the fishery with diligence, but has now 
pursuit of life. He is nevertheless well acquainted with the different kinds 
ot fishing carried on by tlie Dunmore boats. 

The Herring fishery commences about the latter end of August, and continues to the end 
oi December. 



Cod, Ling, Hake, The Cod, Ling, Hake, and Haddock fishery continue for the greater portion of the year 
and Haddock Fish- ■when the weather permits. 

ery- The fishing ground on which the Cod, Ling, Hake, and Haddock are caught, lies about 

five leagues south of Dunmore, and appears to run east and west, and is generaDy fished 
with hand lines. ^ 

Nets. The nets used for taking Herrings consist of a train comprising eight nets, fastened to- 

gether, and extending 200 fathoms in length, and five fathoms in depth. 

Boats. There are about three hookers, of from fourteen to eighteen tons, belonging to the har- 

boiir, that prosecute the fishery for Cod and Ling in the deep sea ; and about thirty yawls 
of from nineteen to twenty feet keel, and six feet beam, that follow the HeiTing and in- 
shore fishery when the Hake and Herrings fall in. None of the boats belonging to the 
harbour ever venture so far as the Nymph Bank, not being of a size sufficiently large for 
that purpose, and being also but badly found. While prosecuting the fishery in early life 
he saved from liis earnings a small sum of money, which enabled him to build a cottage that 
lets well m the summer season to bathers, and secures to him the means of subsistence for 
the rest of his life. 

Advantage of pos- James Morrison is a fisherman residing at Dunmore, but does not own a boat He has 
sessing Land. merely a house without any portion of land, but thinks if he could procure an acre or two 
he would be ten times better off than what he is, nor would the cultivation of so small a 
quantity interfere with ins calling as a fisherman, but on the contrary insure him the means 
weatlier, indisposition, or other casualty obliged him to remain on 

Whenever he is prevented by bad weather from going to sea to fish, he is forced to get 
the necessaries of life on credit wherever he can, and to depend on the success of the fishing 
season for paying off the debts. ® 

James Flynn resides in Dunmore, and is owner of a small yawl, with which he prosecutes 
the Herring and m-shore fishery when the weather permits. Would find the produce of the 
fishery inadequate to his wants, were it not for a small bit of gi-ound which supplies the 
wants of nis nouse m time of need, and renders his condition more comfortable. 

Mr. Josepli Murphy is proprietor of houses and other premises at Dunmore, where he 
lived from his childhood. Admits that the harbour of Dunmore would afford ample 
s elter to any class m fishing boats, but that in consequence of the inability of the fisher- 
men W keep boats of suitable size, they dai-e not venture to the distant banks for the pur- 
pose or fishing. ^ 

The fishermen of Portalla, Ballymacaw, and Rinashark, (which are creeks contiguous to 
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Dunmore,) though without the advantages of a shelter harbour, are much more comfortable 
than those of Dunmore, in consequence of their having a bit of land which their families 
can cultivate while they themselves are engaged in fishing. 

They are also a much more enterprising class of fishermen, and more sober than 
those of Dunmore. Their houses also, are more comfortable, and their families, as well 
as themselves, better dressed when attending the chapel on Sundays. Mr. Murphy further 
states, that he formerly held the land about Dunmore, from the Marquess of Waterford, 
which he was in the habit of letting out in small lots to the fishermen, and bj' which their 
condition was rendered much more comfortable ; but his lease having recently expired, the 
Marquess took the land into his own hands, and it is now let out in con-acre for tlie crop 
only, at the increased rent of nearly £10 the plantation acre, manured, of course, by the In-shore Fishery, 
landlord. He thinks that the inshore fishery has been on the decline, but still is of opinion 
that it would turn out more productive if the boats and gear were of a better de- 
scription, and the men more enterprising. He is further of opinion, that so far as safety 
and shelter are in question, the Harbour of Dunmore holds out every encouragement for 
the best description of boats. 

Edward Galga}’, is not a boat owner himself, but merely contracts with the fishermen Markets, 
for the produce of their fishing, which he sends to Dublin, Bristol, and at times to Liver- 
pool. Haddock and Lobsters he forwards to the Dublin market by coach, at an average 
cost of 12^. per dozen for Haddock, and three-half-pence per lb. for Lobsters. The price Cost of Convey- 
which each brings him in the market of the metropolis, may average about 30s. the dozen ance to Markets, 
for good-sized Haddock, and 12s. the dozen for Lobsters. Whenever he sends fish to 
Bristol or Liverpool, the cost of conveyance for Cod, Ling, Haddock, or Lobsters, is ge- 
nerally 4 j. the cwt. He is chiefly supplied with Haddock by the Dungarvan boats — 
with Cod and Ling by the Dunmore boats — and with Lobsters, by the boats from Portalla, 
in the neighbourhood of Dunmore, and the Slade boats, from the County of Wexford. 

He thinks that Mackerel frequent the coast at times, in great abundance, but from want Mackerel, 
of proper gear, owing to the inability of the fishermen to procure it, the fish are never 
caught. None of the Dunmore boats ever think of prosecuting the fishery on the Nymph Nymph Bank Fish- 
Bank. They are too small, and too ill-found in every respect. Fishing on this bank, if ery. 
conducted as it ought to be, would require vessels of about 40 tons, well provided in every 
respect. Vessels of this size would be enabled to get into Dunmore Harbour at all times 
of tide, and find perfect security there in the worst weather. The fishermen of Dunmore 
have no land whatsoever attached to their cabins, and are oftentimes reduced to great dis- 
tress in consequence. He says, that in every instance which comes within his knowledge, the 
condition of the fisherman is greatly improved by his having a sufficiency of land for a 
potato-garden. 

Captain Thomas Hunt holds the situation of Pilot Master, under the Harbour Com- 
missioners, which gives him the power of regulating and controlling all the pilot boats 
belonging to the port of Waterford. He says, that in or about the year 1802, a company was Nymph Bank Fish- 
formed in Waterford for the purpose of ascertaining the productiveness of the Nymph ing Company. 
Bank, and turning the produce to account. The principal members of this company were 
Sir John Newport, and Mi'. Lee, who was M. P. for the county. In compliance with 
the request of the company, he superintended the operations of riie boats while fishing on 
the Nymph Bank, for a period of three weeks, and did not find it by any means so pro- pjsherv not pro- 
ductive as was generally represented. He tried it in many parts, and found it equally dis- cluctive. * 
couraging in all. Thinks that the Bank is not so formed at the bottom by nature, as to 
afford shelter to fish in bad weather, in consequence of its not having those irregularities 
of surface so necessary to produce it. Even the fish which were caught, proved to be of 
a poorer description than those caught on other banks, and on opening them witli the 
view of ascertaining the nature of their food, he found only the smallest description of 
sand-crab in their ma%vs. He does not, however, mean to say that the whole of a bank so in-shore Banks 
extensive as that in question, should be found equally unproductive in every quarter of it, preferable, 
but if he were to form an opinion from the trial he had of it, as well as from the know- 
ledge he subsequently acquired of the fishery along the coast, he would feel no hesitation 
in giving a preference to the in-shore banks. In proof of this, he instanced the fact of the 
men stationed in the light-ship, now moored on a bank off the Saltees, catching Cod, Ling, 
and Haddock in considerable quantities, and deriving a profitable return from the sale of 
them. He thinks the fishermen of Dunmore are deficient both in capital and enterprize, 
and that if these defects were rectified, the Harbour of Dunmore would afibrd every fa- 
cility to a prosperous prosecution of the fisheries. Thinks the state of the fisherman is Land, 
very much improved by his having a small portion of land to insure him a supply of pota- 
toes, upon occasions, when he would be unable to prosecute his calling in consequence of 
bad weather or sickness. He also thinks that such a resource would not only protect the 
fisherman against periodical distress, but would afford him employment during a great por- 
tion of his time when on shore, which would otherwise be idly spent in the public-house. 

He further states, that the fishermen of Portalla, contiguous to Dunmore, are remarkable PortallaFishermen. 

for sobriety, and this he ascribess to the circumstance of their all having a small portion of 

ground, in the cultivation of which, they find employment when the severity of the weather 

prevents them from fishing. He thinks, that to the want of such a resource, is to be as- Habits and Condi- 

cribed the great addiction of the Dunmore fishermen to ardent spirits, in the indulgence don Fishermen. 

of which, they sometimes spend the entire earnings of the week. He asserts, however, 

that notwithstanding their extreme poverty, they are remarkable for honesty. 

The quantity of fish in-shore has been on the decrease for a few years, and this dimi- 
nution he is disposed to ascribe to the increased number of trawlers, disturbing the spawn, 
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and scaring away the fish. . Redoes not, • however, think, that trawling outside the head» 
lands, would prove injurious. 

Lieut. Mark Anthony has been for many years in Dunmore, where he acted for sometimi 
^ harbourmaster, and quite agrees with Captain Hunt in the evidence he has given respect- 
mg the present state of the fisheries at Dunmore, the capabilities of the harbour, and the 
condition and habits of the fishermen residing there. 



Waterford, March 11, 1836. ’ 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Witness— Thomas Power, a Boatman on the River of Waterford. 

Thomas Power is sometimes in the habit of fishing for Heitings, whenever they appear, 
in great abundance, but it is a very rare event, ancLtherefore the fishery would not afford 
him a subsistence. 

The market of Waterford is generally supplied from Rinashaik, near Dunmore, and 
also from Dungai-van. 

A company was forined in Waterford upwards of thirty years ago, for prosecuting the 
Nymph Bank fishery with well-boats, and every other necessary implement of the best de- 
scription ; but in consequence of quaiTels among the directors of tlie company, and of the 
expensive manner in which the concern was conducted, the undertaking failed, and th6 
company was dissolved in less than a year.* Is quite sure that the Nymph Bank fishery .if 
properly conducted, would pay well ; but there must be a larger class of boats, and more 
skilful and persevering fishermen, working on shares or for themselves, and not for monthly 
wages. Scarcely any man would work for anothei- as he would for himself. Although aU 
parts of the Nymph Bank are not equally productive, there is no doubt but that large 
su;^lies of fish may be had upon it at all times. ° 

There is a bank witliin the bay of Waterford abounding in whelks for bait. 



EIVDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

The hostility of the line fishermen to trawls and trammels has led to collisions and con- 
sequences of a lamentable nature. It is the opinion of the most intelligent persons, that 
the use of trawls and trammels is prejudicial to the hand line fishery, and tliat trammels are' 
highly destructive to every description of fishing. No contention having ai-iseu among the 
fishennen, except in the case of trawls and trammels, and it being possible, by an active 
legislative interference, to prevent them, and there being no authority of this nature at pre 

sent, new regulations are necessary to repress them {Colonel Curry, Lirmore.) ^ 

Trawling is generally complained of, and it is considered that it ought to be prevented 
within bays and lieadlands — {Lieut. Scudamore, C. G. 0., Islands ikean.) 

The boats are in a miserable condition, being frequently stove in launching and hauling 
up, the people being obliged to drag them a considerable distance over rough ground to a 
place of shelter, and even there they are frequently exposed to high winds and storms 
Ihey are generally small, owingto the difficulty of hauling up large hosXs.— (Lieut Scudm. 
more.) ^ 

I do not think that any thing further is necessary, than to supply the fishermen with good 
boats and hshmg tackle — {Mr. Bayshot, Inspecting Commander, Waterford^) 

Bait is sometimes exceedingly scarce, the fishermen being obliged to go ten miles for it 
to the Sprat weirs in Waterford liai’bour, while an abundance may be procured by erecting 
weirs m the back strand of Tramore — {Lieut. Scudamore.) ® 

The quantity of fish brought into Dungarvan market never exceeds the demand, Scotch 
Herrings being more or less consumed when a scarcity of fish or milk prevails The price 
of cured Ling may be estimated at from 2\d. to 3d. per lb. ; Hake are sold at Qs. per score, 
and Cod hsli at 2d. per lb. Home-cured fish is much more in demand, and has a decided 
preference — ( Colonel Curry.) 

'Die quantity of fish taken not only never exceeds, but never equals the demand in the 
local markets, much Scotch and foreign fish being consumed in the neighbourhood. The 
price of Hake varies from Ad. to Is. fid. each; Hen-ings, generally Is. per dozen, and all 
kinds of fish in general dear. The demand for the fresh market is so great, that none are 

cured, or sold for curing {Lieut. Scudamore.) 

The supply of fresh or cured fish is not half equal to the demand— Scotch and New- 
loundland fish being sold in immense quantities. Fish generally rates at the following prices : 
Mackerel, 13s.; Herrings, 4s. per hundred; Hake, from 4s. to 7s.; and Cod and Ling, 
from 10s. to Ips. per dozen. — {Mr. Bagshot.) ^ 

_ The_ condition of the fishermen, for the last five years, has been quite the reverse of 
improving— there is no instance of a man having become owner or partner of a boat within 
ttmt peiT^. 'The use of ardent spirits prevails to an injurious extent among them.— 
{Colonel Curry() ® 

See Appendix, for an Extract from Mr. Frazer’s Work on the Irish Fisheries, published in 1818. 
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Tfee'fishermen here pay £11 per acre for con-acre, manured; and £8 per acre for nn- 
ploughed and unmanured land. — (Lieut, Scudamore^ 

, ^hhougli I do not mean tosay, that the combination of pursuitsis beneficial either to the - . ; 

jisheries or the fishermen — yet, the man who has land at a fair rent, is better off than he. ■ ' t 

jvho is without it, depending on the fisheries alone {Mt. Boffshot.) . 

-There is no loan fund at present, and the good intended to have been done by that of Loan Funds and 
the late Fishery Board, was, in a great measure defeated, but its renewal would be con- Benefit Societies, 
gidered of much advantage ;; as when the fishermen do obtain credit for materials, it is at a 
rate fai- exceeding the cash price. A savings bank was establislied, but they did not avail- •' • ' • 

§£it (^Colonel Cmry.) 



BOATS AND MEN ENGAGED IN THE FISHERIES— COUNTY WATERFORD. 




Decked Vessels 



Half-decked Vessels. 



Coast Guard Officer 



Kiiockadoon, 

, (Youghal Bay) 
Ardmore 

Hehvicic Head (Dun- 
garvan Bay) 
Bunmahon 
Islands. Ikean 
Ballymacaw 
Dunmore (Waterford 
Harbour) 



Mr. Edington 
Mr. Thomas World 



Mr. John Hoare ...[ 
Lieut. C. Shaw ...' 
Lt. Wm. Scudamore 
Lt. Thomas Stuart | 
Mr. Richard Ross 



COUNTY WEXFORD. 

; Courtown, March 1,1836. 

Examining Commissioneks — Messrs. Townsend and Barry, 

Witnesses — Joseph B. Richards, Esq. ; John Dunne, Master of a Boat; and several Fishermen.' 

Mr. Richards considers the success of the effort to improve Courtown hai-bour, iv'ith re- 
ference to the extension of the Fisheries of this district, of considerable importance. Was in Harbour, 
early life well acquainted with the fisheries of this coast ; the banks are most abundant, 
and the demand for fish could hardly be exceeded. Of late yeaa-s, fish has been extremely 
Bcai-ce, because it does not come in shore as close as it used, and the class of boats which the 
want of shelter obliges the people to keep, as not. calculated to prosecute the deep, sea 
fishery. 

■ Mr. Nimmo’s original plan for the improvement of Courtown harbour has been altogether 
abandoned, and an inner harbour is now being formed, by changing the course of a power- 
fill stream, (the Awnavarra,) a bed for which has been cut out mostly through a solid rock. 

The harbour at itsjunetion with the sea, has been concentrated by solid cut stone with flood 
gates, and it is expected, that the power of the back water will at all times keep the entrance 
free from sand, which was the cause of tlie failure of the first project. Fie entertained very 
little doubt of its success, as it is getting every fair play in the skill of Mr. Francis Giles,, 
the engineer, and in its judicious execution by Mr. Dentor, the contractor. Mr. Giles has 
been successful in forming harbours on the. coast, of England under similar and even more 
unfavourable circumstances. 

Mr. Richards is one of the committee for managing the Gorey Loan Fund. It works Gorey Loan Fund, 
admirably well, and is doing much good among the poor and working classes. The loans 
at present average £100- per week, and not a guinea has been lost up to the present date. 

The rules are most strictly enforced — no money lent but on good security — no piteous tale 

attended to no excuse for non-payment — and defaulters prosecuted when beyond their 

time. By this strict adlierenee to the plan, losses have been avoided, and the poor much 
benefited. 

John Dunne is a fisherman, residing in the neighbourhood of Courtown, and was for many Complaints pf • - 
years in the habit of going to the Isle of Man. Has often heard the complaints of the the Isle of Man 
fishermen there, about commencing the fishing too early, but doubts whether they are well Fishermen not 
founded. Thinks that Herrings will come and go to different quarters, without caring much well founded, 
when people begin to fish, or when they leave off. Thinks the Cornish men were the best 
fishermen he ever saw ; the Manx men were jealous of their taking more fish than them- 
selves. 

If Courtown harbour were once finished, the Irish fishermen resident on that part Want of Shelter, 
of the coast need never leave it; shelter is all they want. There, are from twenty to thirty 
boats now hauled up at Donoghmore, near Courtown, though there is plenty of fish going, 
and the demand so great, they would get any thing for it.' 
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EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 



There is a very productive fishing bank off Courtown, at about four leagues from the shore 
ng. funding from two to twenty-five fathoms ; it extends from the Raven Point to Clone! 
JJ®re IS also a very good Oyster Bank, extending from the Raven Point to Arklow bar. 
The sunder Herring fishery lias totally failed, but the winter fishery remains nearly as it 
{Hon. Montague Stopford, and R. Owen, JEsq.) ^ 

• summer Herring fishery has totally failed here for the last five years, owing, as it 
ng IS ^heved, to trawling._(M'r. Thomas Brovme, C. G. 0., Glynn.) it 

. Trawling has considerably encreased within the last five years, and is believed to have 
injured the fishery — {Hon. M. Stopford and Mr. Owen) 

The fishermen of the coast complain of the trawlers very much, though they come from 
Dublin, and never land any fish in this vicinity, so that the prejudice does not arise from 
anmcrease in the supply. — {Lieut. Boileau, Inspecting Commander, Gorey) 

Trawling, by the Dublin boats, is very much complained of, and in my opinion has less- 
ened the quantity of flat fish— (Mr. Stephens, C.G.O., Ballymoney) 

There are about 100 half-decked vessels, averaging about eight tons, in this district. 
Ihey are constructed of very bad materials, and very indifferently formed, but when they 
are afforded shelter in Courtown harbour, which is now in progress of completion, it is ex- 
pected that they will be greatly improved. 

There is no harbour from Wexford to Wicklow, but this, which will be open for the re- 
ception of vessels in twelve months. A compact was made with the late Fishery Board to 
relinquish all toll on fishing vessels, on condition of their making a grant of £500, towards 
the erection of the harbour. The Commissioners consider themselves entitled to this 
sum when the work is completed — {Hon. M. Sto^ord and Mr. Owen) 

The boats are much improved, even since Courtown harbour was nroiected ~(Mr 
Thomas Browne, C. G. 0., Glynn) ^ •' '' 

Assistance to the fishermen, by a supply of gear, with facilities for launching and hauling 
up under shelter, and repairing their boats, would be very useful— Boileau, Inspect- 
mg Commander) 



The fishing boats are in very bad order in this district {Mr. Stephens, C.G.O.,Bat- 

lymoney) ’ 

Tlie supply of fish in this district never exceeded the demand ; and if the harbour were 
completed, the fishery would considerably increase, and the demand from the interior keen 
pace — {Hon. M.- Stopford and Mr. Owen.) ^ 

The fishermen drink a good deal of spirits. They have often a noise among themselves 
but make it up over another drop — {Mr. Thomas Browne, C. G. O., Glynn) ° ’ 

There is in Gorey a charitable loan fund, very useful and well regulated, issuing on an 
average, £70 per week during the year, and a savings bank, not at all availed of by the 
fohermen. To the former establishment the fishermen are in general large customers The 
interest charged is 6d. in the pound sterling, for twenty weeks. The sums lent never 
exceed £5, repayable in weekly instalments of Is. for each £llent. The borrower in 
addition to a character for sobriety and honesty, must obtain two sureties to join him in a 
note. A fine of 2d. per pound is inflicted for faUure in payment of each weekly instalment— 
{Hon. M. Stopford and Mr. Owen.) ^ 

The fishermen here say that they were not benefited by the loan fund of the late Fishery 
Board, there was so much trouble in obtaining loans of small sums.— (Mr. Thomas Brownk 
C. G. O., Glynn.) * 

I think that a loan fund can be but of little service to the fishermen, for they are equally 
dissatisfied when called on to return the money as if they had never received if but if half 
tlm loan were given in gear, and paid for repairing boats under the inspection of a iudicious 
officer, It would be a much more desirable way of disposing of the iunA.— {Lieut. Boileau ) 



Wexford, March 3, 1836. 

Examining Commisioneks — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Witnesses— Captain Enwra Richards, R.N., (formerly Inspecting Commander in the Coast 
tjuard,) and Barry D. Girbons, Esq., County Surveyor for Wexfofc’- 



1 agent to Vigors, who has considerable property in the neighbour- 

hood ot Kilmore, and being in the habit ot spending his summers there, is well acquainted 
witli all Its circi^stances. Considers it a most important point for the establishment of 
some shelter. Ihinks that much may be done in giving protection to the fishing boats, but 
that tlie Idea, which he knows to have been entertained, of constructing there a great asylum 
j'o’ ^ hopeless ; there is not depth of water for such a purpose. The ridge 

called bt. 1 atrick s Bridge furnishes ample shelter from the eastward, but the whole ground 
on the extern side of it, as far as Caimsore Point, is foul and dangerous. The west of it is 
clear anchorage, but much exposed to prevailing winds. It has been estimated 

that about £3000 would do a great deal there. Materials are scaixe and remote unless 
quarries may be found in the Saltee Islands. Has frequently seen the fishermen of Kil- 
more, when the Herrings have set in, transporting their boats by land to a point near to 
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Wexford, and thirteen miles distant from Kilmoi*e, from whence they may be launched, it Fisherv 
being quite impossible to launch them from Kilmore during severe weather. Knows tLt 
a most productive fishery of Cod and Ling exists off the Saltees. The people who take 
ol the Iight-ship about five miles to the southward of the islands, are Ae most success- 
ful fishei-men on the coast._ They take very large quantities of the finest fish. Has heard 
that a very trifling chan^in the position of the ship, had caused a considerable diminution 
of the quantity taken. Thinks she is moored on a tail of the Nymph Bank, which is well 
known to vary considerably in its productiveness.* 

The people of Kihnore are not skilful or ingenious fishermen. They never use long Kilmore Fisher- 
lines, but It IS because they cannot keep proper sized boats. They are therefore obliged to men. 
rely almost exclusively on the Lobster fishery; and they destroy that by ovei-fiihing. 

But Lpbster fishery would be a very trifling consideration indeed, compared with the 
great white fishery, if it could be availed of. _ Thinks that liberal subscriptions may be had 
towaids the erection of a pier, but the suggestion must originate with some public body or 
Government department, which is always found more likely to concentrate the co-operation 
ot various parties, than a proposition from an individual which wouldbe resisted, either from 
party-leeling or troni the idea, that he acted from a motive of personal interest. Mr. Breen 
has but a liie estate in t^ land adjacent to the place ; however, he would certainly contri- 
bute, and so would INfr. Talbot, who takes a deep interest in the object, and so probably 
would many persons living at a considerable distance from the spot, it being an object of 
great interest with all who reside within six miles of it. 

Mr. Gibbons is country surveyor at Wexford, and has had his attention frequently called Harbourat KiU 
to the consideration of having a shelter harbour established at Kilmore. Thinks the ob- more, 
ject to the extent contemplated by some persons, quite impracticable — at least, unattainable, 
except at an enormous expense. Thinks, however, that considerable improvement may be 
made, and much useful accommodation procured for a larger class of boats, than those at 
present in use, at a moderate expense, perhaps about £3000. Considers the people of that 
district peculiarly entitled to every assistance. They are industrious and peacable, and con- 
sequently more prosperous than the inhabitants of many parts of the coast more favourably 
circumstanced. •’ 



Kilmore or Crossfaranoge, March 3, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Witnesses — H. J. Ltnk, Coast Guard Officer, Kilmore'; Mr. Fdirxong, Kilmore ; James Roch- 
Foiu), John Whittt, and Thomas Devereux, Fishermen. 

' states tiiat a small pier was erected in 1796, at Kilmore, by the fishermen, with Pier at Kilmore 
some trifling assistance from persons in the immediate neighbourhood. It is but a poor erected by Fisher- 
work, and yet It h^ produced a considerable extension and increase to the fisheries, ft is men. 
exceedingly desirable, that an enlargement of this pier, adequate to the protection of lai-ge 
an well adapted boats should be effected. It would be productive of the greatest possible 
benefit, not only to the hshery, but to the' shipping interests, and would be the means of 
tvAss^ property, by affording an asylum to boats, capable of assisting vessels in dis- 

hfr. F^long reside at Omore, a.nd acted as secretary to an association for the improve- Lobster Fisherv 
racnt of Kilmore or Crossfaranoge pier. The Lobster fishery of Kilmore is very important, 
and may be rendered a valuable source of wealth and employment by proper regulations. 

Knows that the fishei-men are all exceedingly desirous for judicious restrictions. Much in- 
jiny IS done at present by continuing to shoot the baskets too long. No basket should be 
shot after the last day in August. 

The Lobstei's then begin to spawn, and are now often taken in September and October 
in the veiy act of spawning, and at that period it is found that nine out of ten of those taken, 
are females that ha.ve come m for that purpose. The Lobster fishery may be commenced 
UfostT^ filter Christmas, that period being quite sufficient for spawning and maturing the 

Tlie quantity has been diminishing for several years, and tlie same persons who continue 
the practice of fishing too late, attribute the decrease to it. Dublin used chiefly to be sup- 
plied with Saltee Lobsters in repute. They were then sent round by boat, but since the 
quality diminished, have been sent by coach. A pair of Lobsters will now at times cost 
m extord bs.-, and formerly cost only Qd. to D, Thinks tliat the mode most calculated to 
imp-ove the fisheries of this district, would be shelter for a proper description of boats. 

ere is a very dense population, but they are singularly provident, frugal, and industrious. Wai,;,- nf tlm 

There is very ittle of what may be called absolute destitution in Kilmore. Most of the p " ' ' 
peop e ave small bits of landy their liabits are very orderly, and the place is much fre- 
^ V, T P fisheries axe however of very considerable assistance to them, and 

II tney had shelter for a proper description of boats, it would not be easy to find a more 
community. The land is uncommonly good, and wherever the people are encou- 
ra^d by permanent tenures, they are rapidly making it better. 

euftn doubt of tlie decided superiority in the condition of the man who has Superiority in the 

ne acre ot land. It gives him food for his family, and enables him to pay his rent condition of the 
oy cultivating a small portion of beans. man holding land. 

* See Mr. Halpin’s Letter, on page 180. 
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There are some extraordinary instances in this immediate neighbourhood, of growing 
prosperity amongst a small class of farmers, who have been enabled to become proprietors 
in fee, by the purchase of two townlands in small lots, called Ballygrangan and Clongaddy 
sold about two years ago, in lots of twelve to twenty acres. - The purchasers have erected 
comfortable houses, with all the necessary appendages, and the land is now reaching some- 
r* culture. The establishments of Walter Stafford with fourteen acres, and 

of John Harper of a similar quantity, could not be exceeded in En^and, even in the culti- 
vated districts. The houses of those persons are of a superior class, and enable them to fur- 
nish accommodation to bathers in the summer season. 

The Commissioners cannot sufficiently express the pleasure they enjoyed, when visiting 
this interesting colony, and if anything was wanting to convince them of the advantage of 
permanent tenures, in generating industi-ious habits, and in producing improvement in the 
country, these instances practically supplied itt. 

Furlong states, that the right pf the public to sea weed on this coast, was a subject of 
considerable contention. An exclusive right was claimed by some of the proprietors, but it 
appears to have been relinquished in favour of the public, which is an object of considerable 
importance to the small holders, many of whom, though not engaged in the fisheries, would 
readily contribute to the erection of a pier at Kilmore. The Saltee Islands, one contain- 
ing about 140, and the other about sixty acres, the estate of Grogan Morgan, Esq., are 
from their contiguity to the fishing ground, particularly well circumstanced for an extensive 
curing establishment. They are connected with the sliore, by a curious ridge of rocks 
called St. Patrick’s Bridge, resembling an artificial causeway, and of which, nearly two- 
thirds are exposed at low water. The spring tides rise about nine feet on this coast. 

The Commissionei-s examined the houses and establishments of several of the fishermen 
at Kilmore. 

James Roehford is a fisherman, and has about half an acre of gi-ound, he built his own 
house, which is so comfortable that he is enabled to accommodate lodgers in the summer. 
If the fishermen had shelter for a larger class of boats, they would soon procure them from 
their own savings, provided they got a little help in the commencement, which they could 
easily repay. 

John Whitty, a fisherman, has no land, and has a very miserable habitation. Is there- 
fore often “ hard up ” in a scarce season, which would never be the case if there was shelter 
for boats. 

Thomas Devereux, a fisherman and boat owner, living now on Mr. Talbot’s estate at 
Neamstown, formerly occupied a farm on Mr. Roe’s estate, but was obliged to give it up 
having fortunately about half an acre at Neamstown, where he built a comfortable house! 
The Commissioners found the interior of this little 'establishment a perfect model of neat-! 
ness and industry. A very old woman was making lace, by which she contributed three 
pence per day to the resources of the family. Another was plaiting straw for hats, and the 
man was engaged at his garden. To use his own words, “ although no fisherman without 
a bit of land, can ever lay hold of the world, yet the sea is his estate, and if there was only 
a pier built at Kilmore, sufficient to give shelter to the boats, Thomas Devereux would 
not envy the King of England.” 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

From Wexford to Kilmore. 

The banks here are abundant, but there is a scarcity of fish for sale, owing to the want of 
means of taking them. Vessels from other places are frequently seen fishing in Wexford 
Bay, and go away full of fish, while the poor Wexford fishermen ai-e looking on without the 
means of going to sea to provide for themselves and their families. 

The Herring fishery of last season was tlie worst which occuired for the last thirty 
years. ^ 

Pichards appeared this year for the first time within tlie memory of man, in great abun- 
dance at Kilmore, and the Saltee Islands, but the people did not know their value, and had 
not the means of saving them, and great quantities were used as manure. 

Oysters are very plenty in Wexford Bay, but the firincipal bed is opposite the Bar of 
Wexford, which of late years is much reduced ; there is another called Ballyvalden, which 
should be made the nursery for the Wexford bed. The quantity has of late much dimi- 
nished m both places, and the price has advanced from Ad. and 6rf. to 25. per hundred — 
{Mr. John H. Talbot, M.P.) 

The Oyster beds would be much served by resti-aining dredging between May and Sep- 
tember — {Mr. Pitchard, Inspecting Commander, C.G. Wexford.) 

There is a very important Lobster and Crab fishery in' Kilmore, commencing in May and 
ending in September. Lobstei-s are sold at about IO5. per dozen. Crabs at about Is. Qd— 
{Mr. Edward Meadows.) 

_ _ Trawling has been gi-eatly practised during the last five years, and has done considerable 
Jnjury, tlie quantity of flat fish has been veiw much diminished {Mr. Pritchard Wex- 
ford.) ’ 

Trawling has increased and has considerably injured the fisheries on this coast. {Captain 

Devereux.) ^ ^ 

There is an abundant supply of bait in the harbours, such as mussels, whelks, and eels 

{Mr. Pitchard.) . » . . 
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Tlie condition of the boats cannot be worse ; they are aU in debt ; three of the best of Boats and Gear 
them are .lymg up for debt three or four years ; one of them is now condemned as unsafe. 

J^o boat js sufiiciently well found either in cordage or sails, as to be able to stand in safety 
against a strong breeze; another boat is laid up on the slip for the last twelve months the 
owner not being able to pay for her repairs. — (Mr. Talbot, M.P.) ’ 

The boats are badly found, the hulls are unsafe, and the nets and fishing gear- are in a 
miserable condition. Several of them are laid up wanting repairs, the o^ers not being 
able to do anything for them — (Mr. Pitchard.) ® 

The fishing vessels of the Port of Wexford are, as well as their gear, in a most wretched 
state. Within the last seven years twenty out of forty boats have vanished altogetlier, and 
the remainder can hardly be said to be sea-worthy ; the owners are so poor that they cannot 
get credit tor any materials in this town ; and owing to the general distress among the fisher- 
men, one or two vessels are laid up every year. 

No improvement has taken place in the construction of their vessels, but on the contrary 
the good halt-decked hookers which they formerly had are succeeded by open flat-bottomed 
row or sail boats, which they run on the strand in bad weather at the risk of their lives. Tliey 
can only fish in fine weather and smooth water, for there have been many lives lost by the 
stranding of boats in bad weather — (Captain Devereux.) ^ 

Fresh fish is plentiful enough when the men can go out, but there is a great trade in Markets mri 
foreign fish. The carrying trade is very limited, so that flat fish, whidi cannot be cured, is Cur^t 
sometimes superabundant. 

A good Turbot sells at from 55. to IO5., often under it. Soles, from bd. to Is. 8d. the 

pair. Cod, from 6d. to Is. each. Plaice, from Is. to 4s. per dozen (Mr Talbot 

M.P.) ^ ’ 

The quantity of fish taken has never exceeded the demand, there is a good deal of 
foreign and Scotch cured fish consumed here, there is no want of markets : Dublin by water 
New Ross, Enniscorthy, Kilkenny, Waterford, and Carlow by land. ’ 

Turbot sell from 10s. to 20s. each; Pollock and Cod, from 6d. to 2s. each; and Herrings 
3s. a-hundred. — (Mr. Pritchard.) ® 

The condition of the fishing classes generally, is very bad. Instead of improving they are r dr 

decaying every hour, owing to the want of proper boats and proper management of the Fisherm^ 
fisheries. The fish is plenty, the demand abundant, the men able and willing, but they have 
not means for fishing. 

The habits and morals of the fishermen ai-e extremely good. Their social circumstances 
very bad and uncertain. Some who have about one-fourth acre of land, ai-e a little better 
off, but under present circumstances, most of them are for half the year idle. If properly 
supplied they would have three months more work. The rent of the fishermarf s small 
cabin is from £3 to £4 10s. per annum; and from the want of permanent employment, a 
man seldom clears £10 a-year, engaged in the hardest and most dangerous mode of obtain- 
ing a livelihood. The condition of the fishermen is so much deteriorated, that many of those 
who were owners of vessels are now reduced to the state of the other men. Publicans and 

others have bought their boats (Mr. Talbot, M.P.) 

The fishermen complain of great distress,, want of means to get the necessaries of life to 
stop at sea, want of clothes to change when wet, and the bad condition of their boats and 
gear. — (Mr. Pritchard.) 

There are no loan funds, nor aids from the local banks, and as for savings banks there Loan Funds and 
is nothing to save. As to benefit societies, fishermen are more in want of a society to bury Benefit Societies 
them. No good was derived from the late Fishery Loan Fund, a common trader here gave 
the same credit as the fishermen could obtain under the Fishery Board’s regulations. From 
small loans without a proper outfit and regulations, no profit would arise, nothing will do 

but a good system of fishery provisions to make a good and safe return (Mr. Talbot 

M.P.) ’ 

The loan fund of the late Fishery Board was of the most essential benefit to the fisher- 
men on this part of the coast. Since its extinction they have experienced the greatest 

difficulty in obtaining credit, and consequently their boats are in a very wretched state. 

(Mr. Pritchard.) 



Glebe of Mulrojiken, March 7, 1836. 

Examining Commisioners — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Witness— .The Rev. Wii-liam Hickey, Rector of Mulranken, Author of Martin Doyle’s Works. 

Mr. Hickey considers the possession of a small portion of land quite essential to tlie pros- Land essential to 
perity of the persons who on this shore prosecute the fisheries. I’he pursuit is exceedingly the prosperity of 
precarious, the climate so uncertain, and the coast so destitute of shelter harbours, that no the Fishermen on 
man could count upon the fisheries as more than an auxiliary means of support. That class the Wexford coast, 
of fishermen whom he has heard of, as the most comfortable in this quarter, inhabit a place 
called the “ Faith” at Wexford, where they occupy small portions oi’land which they culti- 
vate with extraordinary skill, and which is observable in the small farms of any of tliose per- 
sons who can procure small allotments of land under favourable circumstances. The moor 
at Mulranken, a tract of commonage very near to Mr. Hickey’s glebe, about seven miles 
from Wexford, and three from Kilmore, presents several instances of very extraordinary in- 
dustry and agricultural skill. The greater pait of it has been enclosed in allotments vary- 

Z2 
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ing in size from one to live acres, and although its original quality appears to have been 
peculiarly sterile, the unremitting industry of tlie occupiers, and its contiguity to sea manure 
have rendered much of it apparently as productive as the best land adjacent to it. The 
Commissioners examined minutely the farm of John Dillon, an occupier of three acres the 
greater part of which he had inherited from his fatlier and grandfather. He had nWer 
parted with any portion of it, or subdivided it, but on the contrary had from time to time 
made small encroachments on the moor, the very worst part of which was adjacent to his 
lot. This little allotment, with the dwelling-house and farm-bnildings erected on it, exhi- 
bited the perfection of a miniature model -farm. Every thing both inside and outside shewed 
industry, skill, order, and contentment. The interior decorations of the cottage, and the 
admirable arrangement of the little homestead, with the judicious cultivation of the farm, 
proved that even the occupier of three acres of land which he could call his own, may be’ 
a happy and a prosperous member of society. Dillon was what is commonly called, a 
handy-man, and though not a tradesman, he had acquired either from early ^aste, or from 
education, a practical knowledge of carpentry, which had so far improved bis general habits, 
as to have rendered him skilful in most of those qualifications necessary for fitting out, and 
cultivating such a little establishment. Probably some portion of the time, which by others 
is too often wasted in the acquisition of mere literary knowledge, was by him more usefully 
bestowed upon obtaining that practical skill which he has so profitably applied. The pro- 
gress of improvement on the unenclosed portion of the moor of Mulranken has been lately 
interrupted by a claim to a right in the property set up by a Mr. Roe, the proprietor of an 
adjacent estate; and some poor people who proposed to unite in their efforts to bring into 
cultivation a portion of the residue which remains unenclosed, and which is at present wholly 
valueless, have been restrained by this gentleman from proceeding in their improvement. 
Mr. Hickey showed to the Commissioners the establishments of several small hol(Mi-s equally 
remarkable for their neat and orderly appearance, owing to their having been fortunate 
enough to possess small portions of land, and perhaps in some instances, not wholly unattri- 
butable to their having followed the judicious directions, well illustrated by the example of 
tlieir kind and benevolent neighbour. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

IProm Grenore Point to the Bar of Lough. 

On the shore of this district there is an abundant fishery which would prove most pro- 
ductive if there were protection for the fishing boats, and assistance to procure materials 

{Messrs. Martin Mitty, Robert Murphy, Matthew Keays, and John Wiekam.) 

There is an almost inexhaustible.supply of fish within five to eight leagues of this coast 
which is proved by the following circumstance The crew of the Cmingheg light-ship’ 
which is moored at the northern extremity of the Nymph Bank, occupy themselves during 
the summer in talcing fish, which they cure on boar4 they are allowed no boat, and there- 
fore can only fish in the one spot. Yet even under this disadvantage, each man has five 
tons of well saved Cod, Ling, Haddock, and Conger to his share, the produce of his sum- 
mer’s fishing.* 

Pilchai-ds visit this district frequently, and in great numbers, but the fishermen being 
ignorant of the mode of extracting the oil have neglected taking them. If some competent 
person were sent here to teach them the method, or even if printed instructions sufficiently 
explicit, were circulated among them, a most valuable Pilchard fishery would be created on 
this coast. This remark will apply to the south east coast of Ireland where the Pilchard 
fishery is generally neglected — {Mr. Samuel Elly, Agent for Lloyd's.) 

The jpractice of trawling is not much followed on this line of coast, and experienced per- 
sonsbelieve that the fisheries would not be injured by it. — {Messrs. R. Murphy, M. Keays M 
Mitty, and J. Wiekam.) ^ • 

* Application liaving been made to the Ballast Office, with reference to Mr. Elly’s Statement, the 
following reply was received : — 

12th April, 1836. 

Sir, — With reference to your inquiry as to the statement of a greater quantity of fish having been 
found at a former position of the Coningbeg floating light, than at the present, I have ascertained that 
such has been the case, yet the position of the vessel will serve little to markinif the limits of the ' 
Nymph Bank fishery. 

The vessel was first moored near the rocky ground stretching from the Coningbeg, and occasionally 
swung .over part of it where Ling, Cod, and Conger-eel abounded. The position of the vessel having for 
some time past been at a greater distance and to the southward, not more than one-third of the quan- 
tity formerly found is now taken, showing that the fish resort much to the grounds near the Con- 
ingbeg. 

The quantities of fish taken by the seamen about the floating light during the last twelve months, 
have been as follow — Ling, 500 lbs. ; Cod, 200 lbs. ; Conger-eel, 3,360 lbs. 

This it should be remarked, is by no means an index of the fishing ground in the present position 
of the vessel, fishing being only followed at intervals, with lines thrown over the ship’s side, and is but 
an extremely small portion of what could be taken with proper tackle on the grounds near the rocks, 
or on the banks. The late bad weather has prevented me from obtaining sudi information as might 
more further the object of your important investigation. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient humble servant, 

To Colonel J. F. Burgoync, &c. GEORGE HALPIN. 
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Tlie fishing craft used on this coast are mostly yawls, which, from the poverty of the fish- Boats, 
ermen are kept in bad repair, and are badly found in tackle. The reverse of improvement 
is visible in the boats of this district, pi-incipally ai-ising from want of means on the part of 
their owners — (Mr. Samuel Elly.) 

Owing to the want of a secure place of shelter to keep large boats in, there are none 
of a sufficient size on this part of the coast, to enable the fishermen to trawl, although there 
is a great abundance of flat fish (Mr. Bates, C. G. O., Ballygeary.) 

Tlie supply of fish has never exceeded the demand in this district. The home consump- Markets, 
tion, the country dealers, and the Waterford and Ross markets, would take a far greater 
quantity than our fishermen have ever caught. 

I perfectly agree with the most inteOigent fishermen in this district, in tliinking that in- Regulations, 
shore trawling is injurious to the fisheries generally, and Herring fishing by day destructive 
to this fishery; and I think, that to improve the. laws, if such exist, respecting in-shore trawl- 
ing, to prevent Herring fishing by day, to build a safety pier or harbour at Kiilbay, and 
to aid the fishermen in procuring proper boats and tackle, are all wanted in this locality, to 
render it one of the most respectable districts in Ireland. 

All the fishermen have land, generally from one to five acres each, in the cultivation of Condition of the 
which, they oecupj^ their leisure time. The combination of pursuits, which is most probably Fishermen, 
beneficial as to their comfort, is decidedly prejudicial to them as fishermen. 

I was for several years one of the managers of a loan fund for labourers and tradesmen. Loan Funds, 
and know from experience the little chance that exists of inducing the working classes to 
benefit by loans for immediate relief, if their repayment be distant and in a large sum, as 
tliey will not lay by their small weekly savings to meet a distant payment. If the fisheries 
are to be encouraged, and without loans, I do not see how they can be improved, the re- 
payments must be made in small sums — monthly or oftener; thus, the borrower will not miss 
the small sums from his earnings, and he will get out of debt without knowing or feeling 
how. The working classes derived great benefit from the loan fund with wffiich I was con- 
nected, and the defaulters were very few. 

The loans made by the late Fishery Board in this district, were eminently useful, and 
since the extinction of that fund, the boats and tackle have gone very much to decay. I do 
not think fishermen could get adequate credit for materials without paying exorbitant 
prices. — (Mr. Samuel Elly.) 



Eeihard, March 8, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. ' 

Witnesses — T. L. Woon, Esq., C. O. Coast Guard; Edwaed Hart, Charles Bird, and seve- 
ral other Fishermen. 

Mr. Wood states that a general complaint is made by the fishermen of this place, of Complaints of 
trawling within Baganbun Bay. That at improper seasons it disturbs the spawn and Trawling, 
destroys the fish. That there is only an in-shore fishery occasionally at Fethard, as none 
of the fishing-boats in the place are large enough to venture beyond the range of the Fishing craft not 
Saltees and the Hook Tower ; although he entertains no doubt that outside that line, there sufficiently large, 
is a very valuable and productive fishery. 

The means of fishing are very bad indeed — the boats being almost exclusively open 
yawls, owing in a great measure to the want of sufficient accommodation for shelter on the 
coast. 

There is a small pier at Fethard which was built many yeare ago by tlie Revenue Board, p .i i p- 
It encloses an area of a.bout eighty feet square, is quite dry at low water, and only furnishes 
accommodation for shipping and landingTor a few trading vessels. He thinks that it is 
susceptible of considerable improvement, and that the erection of a breakwater upon a ridge 
of rocks called the bridge of Inguard, having only a depth of three feet at low water, would 
be extremely useful. This improvement with some assistance to the people in the shape of Loans 
loans, to enable them to procure a better and larger class of boats, would, he has no doubt, 
produce a most valuable fi.shery, as the whole neighbourhood is at present supplied by 
foreign cured fish, and the supply of fresh fish' for an extensive back country as far as Water- Markets, 
ford, never has, or never can equal the demand. 

Tliese encouragements should be accompanied by the prevention of trawling at improper Regulations 
times; and during the Herring season, restricting the setting and mooring of nets at impro- 
per hours. He thinks the people ought to be required to drift for Henfngs instead of 
mooring their nets, which in other places is considered a very mischievous practice. 

Most of the fishermen here are small landholders, and without land under present circum- Fishermen at d ' - 
stances, they could not exist, although fish of some description or other may be taken off sent could not ^ive 
this coast at all times that a boat can go out, and if they had larger craft their condition without land, 
would have been much improved. 

Edward Hart, a fisherman, states, that he is only able to follow the fishery in very fine 
weather, though he is quite sure there is plenty of fish outside in all weather. Holds one 
acre and half of land under the Marquess of Ely, for which he pays at the rate of 50 j. the 
acre, and which he cultivates in two equal parts, alternately occupied by corn and potatoes. 

The com generally pays the entire rent, and leaves him, for his labour, a sufficient quan- 
tity of potatoes for the season. Tlie Marquess of Ely is the sole proprietor . Of the place. 

Charles Bird, a fisherman, was the owner of a small hooker, but she became so much in- 
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jured by the want of shelter, that she got into bad condition, and being unable to repair her 
he was obliged to sell her, and, by doing so, to pai-t with his only means of livelihood, for 
he has no land. 

Bagabun Asylum Mr. Wood states that Bagabun Bay was spoken of for the erection of agreat asylum har- 
Harbour. ^ would necessarily be a work of great magnitude, and therefore can hardly be 

hoped for; but he cannot sufficiently express the great importance of establishing shelter 
upon this coast on a moderate scale, which he thinks may be best done by an improvement 
and extension of the existing piers at Fethard and Slade. 

^proveraent of At the latter place it is most particularly necessary for the protection and encouragement 
bethard and Slade of the most hardy and enterprising class of fishermen to be found upon this coast! 
harbours. Mr. Wood accompanied the Commissioners to Slade. 



improvement at 
Fethard Pier. 



Slade, March 9, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Witnesses— J. W. Rtveen, Esq.; William Fortune, John Power, Nicholas Moore, and 
several other Fishermen. 

Pier at Slade ; Mr. Breen holds a large portion of the lands adjacent to Slade, as tenant from year to 

Contributions in year, under the Marquess of Ely. ITiere is an old pier at Slade, built many years ago, and 
Materials and La- kept in_rude_ repair exclusively by the working fishermen, without any payment for their 
labour in doing so. This situation is, however, so much exposed, that it has been subject 
to serious dilapidations, and tlie eastern pier, which covered and afforded shelter to the 
present quay, has been totally demolished, and renders the whole harbour unsafe, and al- 
most inaccessible. Materials for its reconstruction have been raised and brought to the 
spot by the fishermen, but money could not be procured, and there is not sufiicient skill 
amongst the inhabitants to undertake the erection of the work. 

In 1824 Mr. Breen procured, at his own expense, surveys, plans and estimates, from 
Mr. Edward Saunders, C.E.,^_for improving the pier. He was at that time in correspond- 
ence with the late Board of Fisheries, to whom he tendered a subscription from himself, 
and contributions in materials and labour from the fishermen, but the project was abandoned 
in consequence of the impossibility of complying with the Board’s regulations, by depositing 
in tlie Bank the portion of local contribution which they required. Mr. Saunders’s estimate 
was £793 Is. 6d. Mr. Breen paid him £I5 12s. Od. for plans. He is still willing to con- 
tribute his mite to this work, and he entertains no doubt that the Marquess of EI^ who is 
one of the best of landlords, would willingly contribute ; for although he never gi\4s leases 
he never puts out an old tenant without good cause ; but yet the circumstance of the land 
not being in lease gives to his Lordship the most immediate and direct interest in the pro- 
perty. _ _ ^ 

Materials are to be had in abundance, limestone quarries, gravel, &c. Masons 2.9. per 
day, and labourers lOd. The Commissioners were accompanied to the pier by a large body 
of fisbernien,. The day was exceedingly boisterous, and afforded them a fair opportunity 
of judging of the necessity of some improvement to this exceedingly interesting spot. They 
can hardly describe the earnest solicitations of these poor people, whose industrious efibrts 
have been carried even beyond what would have appeared to be practicable, unaided as 
tliey were by direction or machinery. A rude breakwater was constructed within a few 
years wholly by the fishermen. Some of the materials of which it is composed would seem 
to be moveable only by the aid of macliinery ; but it is asserted that none was used. Every 
individual present most earnestly declared his readiness to contribute his labour. 

William Fortune, fisherman, declares that the fishery is as productive as ever it was, in the 
deep sea, and that the only difference is, that the fish do not come in-shore in the abun- 
dance they used, owing perhaps to tlie increased fishing there, arising from the inabi- 
lity to keep, witiiout shelter, a class of boats calculated for the prosecution of the distant 
fishery. 

The most productive part of the Nymph Bank is nearly twelve leagues distant from 
Slade, but there is another very productive fishing bank five leagues off the Hooktower. 

John Power, a very old fisherman, states, that the nearest part of the Nymph Bank is 
tvvelve leagues S.S.W. of the Hooktower, and three leagues S.S.E. of the sunken rocks 
called the Coneymore, within about three miles S.S.W. of which the ligbt-ship is stationed. 

Nicholas Moore was stationed in the light-ship for five years and four months. She theii 
lay two miles S.S.W. of the Saltees. The crew used to take fish at all times, but in greatest 
abundance when tlie weather was fine. Nothing influences the quantity of fish more than 
the state of the climate. Fish of all kinds leave the shore for the deep water when the 
weather becomes stormy. 

They used to take Cod, Ling, but most especially Conger-eel, in great abundance, also 
Uurnet in lai-ge quantities. 'Ihe men generally cleared more by their fish tlian the amount 
of their wages, although they there use nothing but hand lines. The trawl boats were often 
seen outside the bank. 'Hie light-ship then lay in thirty fathoms water; but in twenty-four 
fathoms inside of her, it was much believed there was better fishing ground. 
The Slade fishermen seldom or ever use whelks as bait, though they have them in abun- 
dance. It is found that they harden on the hooks ; and mackerel, herring, or pilchard bait 
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are much preferred. They never want mussels as they keep them alive in baskets re- 
sembling lobster-pots, moored in- the bay outside the pier. 

Their boats are reduced to four hookers and ten yawls, though some years ago, their Boats, 
number considerably larger ; and Mr. Breen remembers to have seen seven trading 
sloops m the little harbour before its present dilapidated condition. The Commissioners 
cannot conclude this evidence without expressing the deep interest which was produced bv 
the whole appearance of this little community. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 
Duncarmon and Arthurstown. 



Trawling is much practised, and it is believed to be very injurious, as it destroys the 
spawn and fry._(lfr._ Richard Starke, C. G. 0., Arthurstovm.) 

The fisheries on this coast generally have declined, the boats being in very bad repair, 
and the fishing gear very defective, and so far from any improvement in the construction of 
boats, they have grea.tly decreased both in numbers and size, owing, as I think, to the dila- 
pidated state of the pier at Slade, which is the principal fishing station of the district, and 
where the poor people have been obliged to sell eleven smacks, of seven to fourteen tons 

each, from the want of a secure place to winter in {Mr. J. R. Allen, Duncannon.) 

The boats have decreased in size within the last twelve years. — {Mr. Pelham Bahinq- 
ton, 'Artkurstovm.') *' 

The fishing craft here ai-e in a very bad state, owing to the poverty of the owners. (Mr 

R, Starke, C.G.O., Arthurstown.) 

Tliere is an unlimited demand for fish in this district, afforded by its contiguity to Wa- 
terford and New Ross, and the supply has been so totally insufficient, that Scotch Herrings 

and Newfoundland Cod are chiefly used in this neighbourhood {Mr. Allen.) 

The supply of fish has never exceeded the demand, a good deal of the Newfoundland 
Cod being consumed in the district.— (1/r. Babhington.) 

Trawling should not be allowed within headlands during the spawning season it being 
very destructive to the spawn.— (ilfr. R. Starke, C.G.O., Artkurstovm.) ® 

J he fishermen in this quarter, are, with a very few exceptions, a kind of half-fishermen 
having small plots of ground, so that they are not encouraged, to any extent of enterprize* 
but they are much more comfortable, and have better houses, than those, who being fisher- 
men exclusively, and having no encouragement or aid whatsoever, are generally a miserable 
race, half-naked and_ half-fed, occupying miserable huts, and passing their time when not 
fishing, pacing a particular gangway near the quays with their hands in their empty pockets, 
in fact, fishing on this coast is more an adjunct to farming, or other calling, th^ a busi- 
ness in itself. — {Mr. H. Hughes, Duncannon^ 

There is no loan fund or establishment of any kind to aid the poor fishermen who have 
experienced much difficulty in obtaining materials for their boats or fishing gear. I know 
that several fishing boats, for want of such assistance, have been allowed to bo tn min 
{Mr. Stephens, Duncannon.) 
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COUNTY WICKLOW. 

Arkloiv, February 1836. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Witnesses — Lieut. Pabkek, R.N., Chief Officer of Coast Guard ; Mr. Richard Price, and Capt. 
John Kelly, formerly engaged in the Fisheries, but now Owners of Vessels ; James Tyrell, 
Thomas Kennedy, Michael Doyle, D.anielKavanau, Ladrenxe Kennedy, Fishermen. 

The Herring fishery usually commences about the 1st of October. The fishing grounds 
are from Mtzen Head to Cahore Point, from half a mile to four and a half miles seaward, 
bearing S.S.W. to N.N.E., soundings from four to fourteen fathoms, and bottom sandy. 

There used formerly to be a very abundant Herring summer fishery, from June to August, 
with large quantities of Hake, but Herrings appear to have deserted the coast during the sum- 
mer for the last twelve yeai-s.* Some attribute it to the trawlers, and it is certain that bs 
the practice has increased, the quantity of fish upon the coast has diminished, at least, it is 
very generally complained of, and not practised except by strange boats from Skerries, 
Howth, and iBaldoyle. 

- The fishermen of Arklow are a remarkably industrious and enterprising class. They con- 
trive to overcome the most unfavourable circumstances, from want of a sheltered or accessi- 
ble harbour, and to keep themselves constantly employed during the^ whole season in one 
kind of fishing or the other. They go to the Isle of Man, when there is a fishery there, and 
have been in the habit of heai'ing the complaints made in that place about the St. Ives boats 
and the trawlers, but are very doubtful whether these are the real causes of the failure of 
the fishing. Failure has been very general of late years even in places formerly resorted 
to by henings, where those causes did not exist. 

The oyster fishery is to the Arklow men a great and constant source of employment 
when they are not otherwise better engaged. They pursue it from January to September. 
^Fhey load their boats and proceed to Beaumaris, in Anglesey, where they lay the Oysters 
on banks, from whence they afterwards draw supplies for the Liverpool and Manchester 
markets, at those periods when they are in good season, and most in demand. ^ They never 
dredge the home banks from September to January. That interval of rest is necessary, 
but quite sufficient for them. Thirty years ago, it was thought they would be exhausted, 
and further restrictions were then recommenced, but they were not adopted, and the quan- 
tity is more abundant than it was then. The period of rest was fixed by the people by 
common consent, and nobody desires for more, or ever breaks the regulation. 

Lieutenant Parker thinks that the oyster dredging boats should be restrained from selL 
ing oysters under a certain size, as some are not larger than a shilling. The practice, if con- 
tinued, must ultimately destroy the beds, but the general opinion is opposed to him. The 
universal cry among all the fishermen is, “ Give us shelter, we want nothing else.” 

Any restrictions as to the time of commencing the herring fishery would be ruinous to 
Arklow, because it sometimes happens that for a considerable time the boats are unable to 
venture out, and theretore the principle that whenever they can go out they should do so, 
is the bestfor them. “ We want nothing but shelter, and next to shelter, the greatest blessing 
to us would be the bit of land.” The fishermen build their houses on the sand, and few 
of them have even little gardens. Tliey pay from one to two shillings a foot ground rent, 
with scarcely any rere. 

The depth over the bar at high water spring tides seldom exceeds from four to five feet. 
No laden vessel can enter the harbour without lightening outside. All the vessels are 
built to suit the harbour. The boats are obliged to lie off the bar and to watch their op- 
portunity of coming over it with the rise of the wave. No boat ever comes in without 
striking. They are sometimes obliged to run for Wicklow, or Waterford, or Dungarvan. 
Several projects were proposed from time to time for its improvement, either by concen- 
trating the force of the river Avoca, or by the erection of a totally new shelter harbour 
under Arklow-bead. Either would be very desirable, and it is believed that local contri- 
butions may be had. The fishermen have at their oivn expense supported a small light 
during the fishing season, to show the situation of the bar. With all these difficulties there 
are several new boats in progress of being built, and shipwrights are in demand at 4s. Ad, 
per day, and cannot be had in. sufficient numbers. The late fishery loan fund was greatly 
abused. The habit of giving the orders to shopkeepers and traders generated very impro- 
vident habits. Tea, gi’ocerles, and spirits, were often taken in lieu of materials. 

The use of ardent spirits is a great evil here, and it may be in some degree attributed to 
the want of occupation in gardens or otherwise, during those frequent periods when the 
weather prevents the fishermen from going to sea. 

Captain Richards, R.N.,who was formerly Inspecting Commander of the Arklow district, 
and resided in the town for some time, believes it would be impossible to do any thing that 
could improve the present harbour. The nearest place where any shelter can be had is 
Jack’s Hole, a creek between Wicklow Head and Mizen Head, about three miles from 
each, and about six miles N. of Arklow. Mr. Mills, the Chief Officer of the Coast Guard 
stationed at Jack’s Hole, speaks of this as the principal landing place in the district, where 
an effort was formerly made by the proprietor to erect a pier, which is now in a dilapidated 

* See Evidence of the Penzance and Arklow Fishermen, taken at Howth. 
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condition, to the great injury of the fishery. The depth of water is from four to five feet 
at low tide, and the place from its natural advantages is very capable of improvement. 

any improvement were attempted at Arklow, it should Improvement at 
be under Arklow Head. _ Even ^re, the water is very shoal ; but if the river were brought Arklow. 
round, a more commodious harbour could be made. Materials could also be had more 
easily. There is no other spot between that and Wexford where shelter is attainable, ex- 
u°„Xrki“,W “ ™t«ains great doabts rf the success 

Mr. a. Price states that although the general circumstances of the Arklow fishermenmay be Distress arnone the 
considered rafter prosperous, yet the working men among them are subject sometimes to FishermeT ^ 
periodical visitations of gi-eat distress, when the Herring fishing fails, or after a long eon- 
tmiiance of bad weather or when the price of provisions advances. They ai-e totally de- 
pendent on fishing. If they had a little land it would give them the certainty of food, con- 
^tant employment for their families, and a resource for themselves from the public house. 

At present all materials for boats, and fishing gear, are procured from Dublin. There Boats and fVar 
Sd?i? WlSSeT fishermen generaUyget their sails 

great wear and tear of cables in dredging for Oysters. The boat owners pay 
Bos. the cwt. loi them in Dubhn, there being no rope manufactory in Arklow, thoueh such 
an estabJishment would have ample demand. * 

I he practice ctf using a little tar with nets is still continued, and is believed to contribute 
to their preservation. 

Upon the whole the prosperity of the Ai-klow fisherman is attributable to the Oyster fish- Oyster Fishery 
SeVSr to the fisherman in ' 



Wicklow, February 27, iSSfi. 

ExArauiNG- Commissioners — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Mr. Halpin, innkeeper in the town of Wicklow, says that there is sometimes a consi- 
derable Herring fishery from September to Christmas. Ihere was a considerable summer 
nsiiery in June and July, until within the last five or six yeai's. 

There ^e abrat forty half decked boats, some of which are in very good order, others 
are in bad condition. ® ’ 

Tlie Wicklow boats sometimes go as far as Ai-dglass, but never farther. They are bv no 
means so constantly employed in fishing as those of the Arklow men, to whom the Ovster 
nsiiery is a great resource. ^ 

The Oyster banks off’ Wicklow have become hard like arock, as is generally believed for 
want ol dredging. The more the banks are dredged, the more oysters breed. It would do 
the banks great good to be broken up by a heavy di-edge worked from a large smack 
Ihe oysters are large and good wherever they have been properly worked. There is also 
a Lobster fishery from April to September, the quality excellent and generally taken in fair 
abundance. There is an abundant supply of whelk bait oiF the coast. 

The fishermen of Wicklow are a very respectable and industrious class. They eenerallv 
have small portions of land, and those who do occupy such allotments, are of couSe much 
offiS*"in^foldow°^^ ** savings bank, nor was there ever any pawn 

The Rev Mr. Corcoran, the portrieve of Wicklow, states, that in the maiority of in- 
stances the late Fishery Loan Fund had a very good effect, that since its extinction tlie 
fishermen have experienced great difficulties in obtaining suppUes, and that on credit they 
pay exorbitantly. There are no loan societies. Tliere is a coal and blanket fund for the 
poor, supported by voluntary contributions, and cliarlty sermons. 

An improvement of tlie harbour would be the most important benefit that could be con- 
ferred OD the fisheries of Wicklow. There is no doubt but the landlords and persons in- 
terested would contribute if assisted by Government. The inhabitants addi-essed a me- 
morial to the Lord Lieutenant on the subject in July last. 



Herring Fishery. 
Boats. 

Oyster Banks. 

Lobster Fisliery. 
Bait. 

Habits of Fisfaer- 



Iinprovement o/ 
tlie Harbour. 



Greystones, February 27, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Mr. Curtis, chief officer of the preventive Coast Guard, stationed at Greystones, states 
aiat since his appointment to his present station, he has been induced by the extreme 
poverty and great industry of the poor fishermen to take a deep interest in promotinn their 
improvement. &eystones is a creek aboct four miles from Bray, and twelve from Wick- 
w. ihe proprietor IS Mr. La Touche, of Bellevue, at present an absentee. His estate 

WMt?he“d°“‘Tr°l™*‘^® ■n>'2 adjacent estate is owned by Admiral 

*^^ 1 , • leases .on both estates are very nearly expired. 

nnftv^ P®®** Pishermen is very great, but they have to contend with the most 

Pt’o^ided to enable them to keep a better 
equitably distributed, so that each should have a 
smau poition, with a comfortable house, there would be no more industrious or interesting 



Industry of Fisher- 
men. 
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little community. The present rude pier, which is quite insufficient for purposes of shelter, 
and only available for landing purposes, was constructed by Mr. Murray of Delgany, a 
middle man, at his own expense. He has very ingeniously formed a landing quay and 
breakwater, with a crane for unloading vessels. To this a capstan for hauling up the boats 
on the beach has lately been added with the greatest possible advantage; but these are 
quite insufficient, and if proper shelter was procured, which, he fears, could not be effected 
under a very large sum, a most prospprous fishe^ may be established. Mr. Curtis states 
that he is quite certain that contributions may be had both in money and materials. 

The condition of the fishermen, with a comfortable house and even one acre of land, is 
much more prosperous than that of him who, having no land, and being obliged to pur- 
chase every potatoe consumed by his family, is, in the event of a bad, or boisterous, or un- 
productive season, in constant danger of wanting food. Witness can exhibit on the spot 
numerous practical illustrations of this fact. The Commissioners accompanied Mr. Curtis 
to the house of William Doyle, whom they examined. 

William Doyle is a fisherman, and resides at Greystones. He occupies a small portion 
of land, somettiing less than an acre, that gives him nearly enough of potatoes to answer 
his family, and makes him generally independent of the market. The. only thing the fisher- 
men of Greystones want, is shelter for their boats. The fishing-ground is within pistol- 
shot of the shore, and extends to the Kish Bank. The best part is called the Scallop Bed, 
bearing E.N.E. from Greystones, distant about five miles, and extending about, a league 
square. On this bank Cod and Haddock used to abound, but it has not, by any means, 
been found productive lately. 

The Hening fishery generally begins about the 1st of October, and continues till Clirist- 
mas. The Long-line fishery is practised from that to the middle of March, when the Sean 
fishing commences, and continues until the end of December. The fishery of tlie Scallop 
Bed has nearly been destroyed by trawling. It destroys the spawn, and does the greatest 
possible mischief. He thinks that although the fish cannot be found in-shore, they are pro- 
bably to be met with in deeper water, but that would require larger boats, which, under 
present circumstances, they cannot keep. 

William Evans is a fisherman, residing at Greystones, and ecHifirms all the preceding 
statements. He has one acre of land, and is therefore above want. 

Robert Evans is also a fisherman, residing at Greystones, lias only a rod of land, and is 
not near so well off. Tlie price generally paid for those small allotments is from £3 to £5 
per acre; £6 per acre is charged for con-acre, or, as it is called, staying-ground. He says 
that the man who has one acre of his own is well off, for it gives him potatoes enough, and 
as much corn as pays the rent. [Mr. Curtis here stated, that the Protestants in this neigh- 
bourhood are better off, and more frugal and industrious tlian the Roman Catholics ; fhey 
are better educated, and,, as may be observed, in much better circumstances, — that there 
are some poor widows who are in a miserable state of destitution, but very industrious, and 
maintaining themselves by their own exertions, — that there are eight families so circum- 
stanced, but during sickness or seasons of great distress they are assisted by persons nearly 
as poor as themselves, — that the little community altogether though composed of persons 
of different religious communions, get on most cordially and kindly together, and mav be 
considered most remarkable for peaceful, sober, and industrious habits, but luckily there is 
no public house at Greystones.] 

William Murphy is a fisherman, and resides at Greystones, (appearing miserably poor,) is 
solely dependent on the fishery and a bit of staying-ground. Pays £2 a-year for a wretched 
hovel, without even a bit of garden. On being asked how Doyle and the Evans’s were so 
much better off' than he and others, he answered, “ their own takes care of ihein, and small 
blame to them: — It would give them enough to do to take care of us all — Mr. Curtis and 
the gentlemen are very good, but they take the best care of their own people.” 

Tiiat which destroys the poor people here, is the want of a bit of land. Some have too 
much, and many none at all. A person named Martley has a lease for ever under Lord 
Meath, of fifteen acres of land, at 2s. Gd. per acre, and is not much the better of it, while 
Pat Roberts, near him, with only two acres of land, for which he pays £9 10s., is comfort- 
able and prosperous, with plenty of potatoes, plenty of pigs, and money to spare; so that it 
is not the man that .has most that Is best off. 

William Harriss is a fisherman, and follows the Mackerel and Herring fidiery when fish 
appear, but for the want of a bit of land near the waterhe is obliged to live two miles from 
his boat, and, with many others similarly circumstanced, is often called away to the fishery 
from his meal before it is half finished. 



Ex.^MiNitfG CoHiiissioNEKs — Mcssrs. Townsend and Bakry. 

Bray, Fehmary 26, 1836. 

Mr. George Sotlieron who has been many years a resident of Bray, is acquainted with the 
Fisheries, and is himself the lessee of a Salmon fishery at Bray. There used formerly to 
be a very considerable fishery in Cod and Haddock, and occasionally in Hen-ings ; but since 
the trawl fishing has been so generally used, there is literally no such thing to be got as fish 
here. He has heard and believes, that the trawlers have shoveled tons of spawn into the 
sea that were taken by the trawl-net. Pie complains very much of the use of nets called 
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screen-nets, which are set along the shore, and across the bar mouth, and hinder the fish Screen-Nets, 
from coming in. These nets have hindered the Hen-ing Fishery, and totally desti'oyed the 
Salmon fishery. - 

Formerly, the fish taken used to supply the neighbourhood, and a surplussent to Dublin. Supply of Fish. 
At present, the supply for the neighbourhood is brought from Dublin. Nothing is more 
common than for some of the women walking to Dublin for fish, in order to sell it in 
Br^. 

Tiiere is an unproductive Oyster bed, which gives but little employment, but abundance 
of Scallops are taken for bait. 

There are no mussel banks. There is no curing, because the supply of fresh fish is never 
sufficient for the consumption. 

There are fifteen boats, the owners and crews of which are in general miserably poor. Boats. 

About 120 persons are employed, but, under proper circumstances, the fisheries of Bray 
ouvht to give employment to five times the number. 

The objects most desirable, next to proper restrictions, would be shelter for the boats; at Harbour, 
present, nothing can be worse. The entrance through the bai' is an artificial cut through 
shingle, made annually at the expense of some individual ; the present cut was made by 
Mr. Seymour, a coal merchant. The proprietors are the Eai-f of Meath and Colonel 
Wingfield ; but they can hardly be considered as more than annuitants on the property, as 
there are leases in perpetuity against them. They have, therefore, no direct interest, but 
he thinks, however, that some local.subscriptions may be had, as there are several resident 
gentlemen, and some large importers of coal, who have a deep interest in improving the 
harbour. He has no doubt that such improvement, with proper regulations to restrain in- 
jurious modes of fishing, would cause a larger class of fishing vessels to be kept, and give 
employment to as poor a class of persons as could be found any where — creatures who have 
no land, nor permanent resources of any kind. Many of the wives and families of these 
creatures would starve, but for the benevolence of Mr. and Mrs. Putland. He thinks 
that loans would not be necessary, if spawn were protected, and the quay made. 

The description of improvement most desirable would be the formation of a deep cut 
through the bar, confined by two walls, through which the river may be brought, which 
would be sufficient to keep it free. 

Mr, John Quin, who has resided in Bray many years, is a large importer of coals. Bray 
would be a very important fishing station, if people were enabled to keep larger and better 
boats. The distress among the poor people employed in the fisheries this year was consi- 
derable ; the weather was boisterous, and the boats insufficient, which they must continue 
to be, until better shelter is provided for a larger class. 

He has sometimes imported 2000 tons of coal and culm in one year. The present cost Importation of 
of freight and charges amounts to 9s. per ton, in consequence of the danger and inaccessi- Coal, 
bility of the harbour. Under more favourable circumstances, the expenses would not ex- 
ceed 6s. 8(i. per ton ; thus making a saving of 2s. 4<f. on the cost of one ton of culm, of which 
the first cost is only 6s. The import of coals and culm into Bray exceeds 5000 tons ; there- 
fore, a saving upon these articles done would make ample return for the expense of moderate 

improvement but what is every body’s business is nobody’s business. Between limestone, 

culm, coals, and stones, not less than 12,000 tons are imported; but to the poor fishermen, 
the benefits would be incalculable. They would have no difficulty in procuring better 
boats, if they had a place to keep them. They have abundance of bait, and Bray would 
furnish even a better market for fish than Dublin. 

In 1798, a plan was proposed for the improvement of. Bray harbour, on a large and ex- 
pensive scale. It was submitted to the Earl of Meath, who refused to contribute, in con- 
sequence of his estates being let in perpetuity. Other proprietors made a similar excuse, 
and they are generally the class of persons least disposed to contribute liberally. Some im- 
provements were once contemplated in the neighbourhood, for which £1 400 was required, 
of which witness proposed to contribute a moiety, but not another guinea could be had. 

He thinks that some of the traders and importers of coals may contribute; he would wil- 
lingly contribute himself; and under judicious arrangement, the object may be made to Rent of Potato 
nearly pay for itself. The fishermen pay £8 an acre for potato ground. Ground. 



BOATS AND MEN ENGAGED IN THE FISHERIES— COUNTY WICKLOW. 



Coast Guard Station. 


Coast Guard Officer. 


Decksd Vessels, 


Half-decked Vessels . 


Open Sail-boats. 


Row-boats. 


No. of 
Fisher- 


No. 


Tonnage 


Men. 


No. 


Tonnage 


Men. 


No. 


Men. 


No. 


Men 


Arklow 


Lieut. J. Parker ... 


39 


1174 


156 


90 


720 


540 


10 


50 


5 


20 


766 




Lieut. J. Mills 








10 


37 


60 


2 


10 






70 


Wicklow Head 


Lieut. J. it. liaker 








40 


560 


240 










240 


Five Milo Point 


Mr. Owen Jones... 


















3 


18 


18 


Groy Stones 


Mr Wm. Curtis ... 








3 


18 


18 


31 


186 






204 


Bray 


Lt. T D. J. Dabine 








10 


. 90 




14 




6 




80 






39 


1174 


156 


153 


1425 


858 


57 


246 






1378 



2 A 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 








MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



!9S 



DUBLIN, SOUTH OF THE BAY. 

Kmgstomt^ November 21, 1835; 

Examinikg Commksionebs — Sir T. C. Morgan, Messrs. Townsend, Barry, Jasoe, 
Stanley, and Paine. 

Witnesses — Mr. Thomas Bartlett, late of Torbay in Devonshire, and now of Ringsend, Dublin 
Mr. Joseph Edwards, late* of Torbay, and now of Kingstown; Patrick Sexton, anti 
Denis Byrne, both of Kingstown, Boatowners, and Line Fishermeiif. 

Trawl Boats. About thirty fishing cutters are fitted out in Dublin and Kingstown, to fish on the Eng?, 

lish system. 

They average forty tons burden, but have a greater capacity than' the Irish wherries em- 
ployed St Balbriggan and Skerries, of fifty tons burden. They are cutter-rigged, and the 
crew of each consists of three men and a boy ; they are provided with the Torbay beam- 
trawl, windlass, &e. 

Some of these cutters are Irish built > Mr. Bartlett owns six of them, and employs- 
seven Englishmen and seventeen Irishmen. 

The largest beam trawl used is forty feet, the shortest thirty-six feet. The meshes of the 
trawl-nets are 3^ to inches from knot to knot, stretched, or diagonally. The Irish on 
the coast from Dublin to Balbriggan also use trawls, but their vessels are so badly fitted 
that tliey cannot stand out in foul weather, while the English continue fishing, (which is one 
cause of antipathy to the English system,) nor can the Irish use the beam-trawl with the suc- 
cess of the English. 

I.iiie I- ishuig. The number of boats engaged in line fishing in Dublin Bay, is about forty. 

They average from three to five tons each, and have from four to five oars. 

They are principally owned by whole owners. 

Tliey cost originally, about ten guineas each ; are now very old ; are formed on Norway 
bottoms completed here. The duty on Norway timber is considered very injurious by the 
fishermen. 

Bait. Long lines or spillards are used by all the boats, with white hooks and lug bait. 

The lug bait is diminishing on the shores of the Bay. 

Scallops about the size of small oysters are also used as bait, but they are not equal to 
lug bait ; however, they cannot be obtained in sufficient quantity within the Bay, and the 
boatmen cannot venture outside to take them ; nor will the present prices of fish enable the 
boat fishermen to purchase scallops which might be taken for them by larger fishing ves- 
sels. 

Places of principal fishing grounds of the English trawl cutters from Dublin Bay, are the 

South Sands, extending from Dublin Bai-, eighteen miles to sea. The lowest depth of 
water on these sands is fifteen fathoms. Mr. Bartlett has taken fish on them during the 
last fifteen veai-s, and the fish are there about three montlis in tlie year, but no particular sea- 
son is obsCTved for fishing. Turbot found on these sands are of superior quality. Soles 
are inferior. 

The line fishermen, Sexton and Byrne, state that Haddock and flat fish, Plaice, Sole, 
&c., have decreased considerably in quantity in Dublin Bay ; that Herrings visit the Bay 
but seldom, and in small quantity ; and that the quantity of Herrings approaching the Bay 
is decreased. In these statements the fishermen were supported by Mr. Fxhvards, 

Trawling. line fishermen state that ti-awling is only practised occasionally in Dublin Bay, and 

that by stealth, as the line fishei-men deter the trawl fishermen by using menaces, to pre- 
serve the Bay for themselves. 

Trawling is the system of the coast fishermen at Skerries, &c. 

It is an improvement (says Mr. Bartlett) to the fishing ground, by keeping it clear of weeds, 
and turning up the worms w'liicli the fish seek : these worms are about six inches long. 

It is also his opinion that the more ground is torn up, the more fish will be caught there, 
and he likes to see strangers trawling new grounds, as he knows it will bring a supply of 
Jisli there. Mr. Bartlett’s vessels frequently trawl the mountain-footground, extending thirty 
miles N. E. from the Bar of Cai-lingford. For the four years during which they first trawled 
it, fish was not abundant on it, but in the fifth year the supply was greatly augmented, and 
it continues good to the present time. 

There is no mode of taking Soles, but by trawling. In places most trawled, Mr. Bart- 
lett states, that his vessels take most Soles and fish of every kind. 

He has found the spawn of Soles in largest quantity in forty fathoms water, thirty miles 
from land, in the direction of the Isle of Man. He has only taken up spawn in the trawls in 
deep water, and never in bays. 

In bays the fish spawn in creeks, &c., out of reach. 

Fish will not spawn on hard gi-ound, and therefore trawling by tearing up and opening 
the sands induces spawning. 

In Torbay, says Mr. Bartlett, (in which he is supported by Mr. Edwards,) trawling does 
not prevent Herrings coming in, or drive them out ; and when the herring-nets are moored, 
the trawlers fish round them. Mr. Bartlett therefore assumes that trawling in Dublin Bay 
would not be injurious to the general fishery. 

Both he and Mr. Edwards state, that trawling, and shooting nets for Herrings, are the 
only modes of fislfing practised in Torbay. 
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They however disapprove of trawling in bays where it interferes with line fishermen, who 
ai-e not prepared for fishing at sea. In this opinion Mr Bartlett is influenced only by a 
feeling of compassion. 

Mr. Edwards states that in his opinion trawling in bays is injurious to the spawn. 

But Mr. Bartlett distinctly asserts the contrary, as in bays the spawn is deposited in 
creeks, and other in-shore places which the trawlers do not approach. And he states that 
he has never raised spawn in his trawls except at sea. 

They state that trawling is increasing in the Irish Fisheries, and line fishing declining. 

It may be practised on uneven ground, but occasions difficulty where the rise is sudden ; 
this, however, seldom occurs. 

It may also be practised in any depth of water ; Mr. Bartlett states, that his vessels have 
trawled in sixty fathoms water. Mr. Edwards trawled in Brandon and Dingle Bays in 
1819, with great success, for the supply of the Limerick market, which he was always 
enabled to reach within twenty-four hours, during which time fish remmns perfectly fresh. 

He was driven away by the combination and menaces of tlie local fishermen. 

Mr. Bartlett estimates the net annual produce of the fish taken by each of his vessels at Product of fish 
^500. and earnings of 

Mr. Edwards estimates the net annual produce of his vessels, which are smaller, at £400. fishermen. 

The fish is sold by auction to retailers, in open sale; but none, except persons in the 
trade are allowed to purchase, and do not apply. 

The fish is separated in lots, six pair of Soles and one Turbot make a lot, and the average 
price of it is £l. The inferior fish are in larger lots, to reali 2 e about the same sum. 

The owner of the market gets Zd. on each lot. 

The auctioneer charges Is. Id. for every pound received. 

'rhe fish taken by the English trawl cutters is sent to market by carriers permanently em- 
ployed for the purpose. 

This is also the practice on the coast at Skerries ; but a very common practice now is to 
send one of the fishermen of each wherry to Dublin, to see the fish sold ; each remains a 
week in Dublin, and is paid his expenses with the produce of his share of the fish taken in 
the time. 

The product of the fish taken by the English-system cutters, is divided into sixteenths, 
and the owner receives 8-l6ths, the master 3-l6ths, the two men 4-16ths, and the boy I-16th. 

By this division the net annual product of one of Mr. Bartlett’s Vessels yields the follow- 
ing sums to the owner and crew : — 

Owner, 8-16ths of .£500, ... ... ... £250 0 0 

Master, 3-16ths ... ... ... ... ... 93 15 0 

Men, 4-l6ths ... ... ... ... 125 6 0 

Boy, l-16th ... ... ... ... ,,, 31 5 0 

£500 0 0 

Sexton and Byrne state that the weekly earnings of the line fishermen in Dublin Bay 
have declined very much since 1819, when the English system was first introduced by a 
fishing company in Dublin. Before that period they state that their earnings averaged 
£1 5s. a-week to each man in a boat ; andtliat at present they average not more fhau I2s. fid. 

According to this statement they earn at present, in a year, only £l 5s more than a boy’s 
share of the product of one of Mr. Bartlett’s vessels. 

Mr. Bartlett states tliat the trawl fishermen in the English-system cutters have excited Combinations, 
hostility in the Irish trawlers on the coast, from Howth to Balfariggan, by employing only 
three men and a boy on each vessel, by being more sedulous in fishing, remaining out in 
all Idnds of weather, while the Irish wherries cannot stand out if the weatheri>e foul, they 
are so badly constructed and provided ; and by increasing the supply of fish for market so 
mucli, tliat the fishermen on the old system must work much longer than formerly to earn 
a subsistence. 

This hostility is carried so far that Dublin Bay cutters on the English system cannot, in 
foul weather, land their fish on the Skerries coast, — they are at liberty to take shelter in the 
liarbours,— but they are not suffered to send the fish by land to Dublin. In the present 
year, about April last, a pereon named Derham, who can’ies fish for tlie Skprries men, was 
induced to carry fish from thence for one of Mr. Bartlett’s vessels in shelter there, and for 
this his boats were stove in by the other fishermen. 

Mr. Edwards states that the combination which drove him from Brandon and Dingle 

Bays in 1819, were from the same cause as they have arisen near Dublin, the taking of 

more fish by the English-system, and the consequent depression of prices. 

The Dublin salesmen ol fish advance money to Irish wherries, which are fitted up for Loans, 
tlie North-west Herring fisliery, to buy and take Herrings, and cure them ; £100 is the 
amount usually lent ; and a vessel for which this loan is given returns with a cargo that pro- 
duces about £300. 

The produce is divided into eleven shai-es, two to the vessel, one for the loan as a remu- 
neration, and eight to the men, being one share to each. Tiie salesman, who is also the 
lender of the capital, receives a commission of 2^. in the pound, on the sale of the whole 
cargo ; so that he secures by his capital, in the first instance, a tenth of the whole cargo, 
and he pays himself the loan of £100, and takes one-eleventh part, or a fisherman’s share, of 
the residue. 

The Dublin salesmen also advance loans of £50 to Irish wherries, fitted out for the Ard- 
glass fishery, to bring fresh Herrings to market. 
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The Jender, as salesman, receives Ij. 8rf. in the pound commission on the product of the 
cargo ; he then deducts his loan, and the residue is divided into equal shares, two for the 
vessel, one for the loan, and one for each of the seven or eight men employed. 

If the owner of the vessel does not want a loan in either of these cases, the vessel then 
gets three shares instead of two, one being always allowed for the capitd ; and the sales- 
man would receive only the poundage on the sales. 

The capital is always worth the share to the owner and men, as without it they could not 
avail themselves of the trade. 

Any capitalist may lend the money required: but owing to the risk, there is no induce- 
ment for any person to lend it except salesmen, who ai-e partially secured by having the 
sale of the fish. 

This lending system has been largely transferred from Dublin to Liverpool. 

Fishing Compa- "Ibe Dublin- Company, established in 1819^ was broken up in consequence of the expenses 
of management : the salaries of agents and clerks took all the profits. ‘ 

There were eight vessels employed, and each of them cost the Company £350 a-year. 

Mr. Bartlett, who was employed by this Company, at length undertook to maintain the- 
vessels for £100 a-year each. This was only a temporary arrangement; and the Company 
was ultimately dissolved, and the vessels sold. 

He states that a fisherman owning boats, and superintending, can make more of one ves- 
sel than a Company could realize with six vessels. 

The agent of a Company cannot efficiently control the men ; he i, regarded as a servant 
like themselves, and there is- always, an appeal from- him to his employers, which, in the 
hazardous and laborious pursuits of the fisheries, renders his influence very inefficient. 
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EXAMINATIONS IN DUBLIN. 
November 25, 1835. 



CoMMissioN-ERS PRESENT : — Sir T. Charles Morgan, Messre, Townsend, Barry, 
Jagoe, and Stanley. 



Evidence of John Davis, Esq., of Romford-place, Liverpool. 



A new Fishing 
Company. 



Foreign Trade. 



Weil-boats for sup- 
plying English 
markets. 



Government aid. 



Mr. Davis is Managing Director of a Company formed in England, with a capital of 
£300,000, to be paid up by the 1st of January, 1836, one-third of which has been sub- 
scribed by five persons. 

It is a general company as to shareholders ; but its operations are to be carried on upon 
the west and south coasts of Ireland., Curing-stations will be established on the most eligi^ 
ble parts of those coasts, commencing at Roundstone, in the County of Galway, and Irish 
labour, wherever available, will be exclusively employed. 

As a prospect of profitable speculation, the company propose curing fish for Portugah 
Mr. Davis states, that Portugal imports 80,000 tons of North American dried fish annudly. 
He also states, that the general duty on fish sent into Portugal is 30. per cent, ad valorem on 
which British traders are allowed an abatement of 15 per cent. 

It is also proposed to purchase well-boats for supplying fresh fish to tlie markets of Li- 
verpool and Bristol. The well-boats are to been themodel of those belongingto Barking, 
on the coast of Essex, which are of the following dimensions: — 43 J feet in keel, 16# feet 
in beam, and 10| feet in depth. They cost one tliousand guineas, being ten guineas per 
ton, with one guinea for bolts and spars, and one hundred guineas for sails. A portion of 
the fish is preserved alive in the wells for the London market, and the remainder is cured 
on board. They are employed for fishing off the Dutcli coast, from October to April • 
and off the Scotch coast and in the North Sea from April to September. Each remains 
fishing about three weeks, and then proceeds to market. The average charge of each is 
£10 a^week, and the gross product about £25. The master is paid 12j. a^week, and £5 
per cent on the cargo; the mate receives 205. a week; two men 155 . each; and four ap- 
prentices are employed, who are maintained, and receive a small stipend during their ap- 
prenticeship. o t 

The only direct aid desired from Government by the new company is protection against 
lawless violence, ir it should be required., ° 
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November 26, 1833. 

COMMISSIONERS Presenti — Colonel J. F. Burgoyne, Messrs. Radcliff and Ottley, 

Sir T. Charles Morgan, Messrs. Townsend, Barry, Jagoe, Stanley, and Paine. 

Evidence of Sir John Franklin, of the Royal Navy. 

He has lately visited several harbours on the west coast of Ireland, from Blacksod Bay to Harbours and 
Valentia. He found some of the piers, in the harbours resorted to by fisliermeu, so badly Piers, 
placed for affording shelter, that he could not account for the selection of their sites,* and 
lie observed many sites, in which piers would be of importance to all classes engaged in 
industry. At Achil Sound, in particular, there is an excellent site for a pier, and much in- 
convenience arises from the want of one. 

In Erris and on other parts of the coast, the labouring population appeared to be in con- The Coast Popu- 
•siderable distress. He was informed, that in Erns and Achil, famines were frequent ; and tion, and Means of 
yet, the coast abounds with fish, which cannot be taken, as the local means of fishing are Fishing, 
very limited and inadequate. Tiie boats are badly fitted for fishing of any kind, and not at 
all adapted for deep-sea fishing. The inhabitants of the coast cannot therefore obtain fish 
from the banks or fishing grounds, which are near- their shores. At Galway, there are ca- 
pabilities, and these are used to some extent ; but the fishermen there, in the district called 
‘‘ The Claddagh,” make an arbitrary use of the fisheries in the Bay, by interdicting mem- 
bei-s of tlieir body from fishing in any modes or seasons except those dictated by their 
leaders. 

The only place on the western coast which he found well supplied with fish is Dingle ; 
where the fishermen, who are industrious and boldly adventurous, go out to sea in boats 
little better than those which he observed on other parts of the coast. 

The coast population generally appeared to be remarkably well disposed, and with a little 
insti-uction and encouragement would become independent, in pecuniary circumstances, by 
prosecuting the fislieries ; while the fishermen may be rendered additionally useful to the 
•community as pilots. 

He suggests as politic means of improving the fisheries, that Government should station Government 
Substantial fisbinf' vessels around the Irish coast, manned with experienced fishermen, and model .vessels, for 
provided with a complete outfit of nets and other fishing gear, to instruct the local fisher- instruction in fish- 
men in the best modes of fishing- The commander and the mate to be experienced sea- ing and piloting, 
men ; the crew to be selected from among the boatmen on the adjacent coast. 

He proposes that the vessels should be under the command of experienced seamen, in 
order that the fishermen may be instructed to conduct square-rigged .vessels into h,ybour, 
and thus combine the avocations of fishermen and scientific pilots. There should be in each 
vessel two fishermen capable of acting as pilots on the part of the coast where employed 
fishing, by which property and life would be protected, as ships could then shelter in har- 
bours not now resorted to by vessels in distress, in consequence of want of pilots. 

He considers the Kinsaie hooker might be a good model to adopt for the proposed fishing 
vessels, as the fishermen on the southern and western coasts are familiar with .the hooker .; 
but as it is not so well adapted for trawling, as the Torbay fishing vessels, he proposes that 
both hookers and vessels on the Torbay model, should be provided ; neither to be of less 
burthen than twenty-five tons. 

He is convinced that the stationing of two of these vessels at Dingle would be followed 
by very beneficial results, as they might fish off the Skellig Rock, and furnish pilots when 
required. To the want of pilots there, he ascribes many .of the shipwrecks w.hich have oo 

cuiTed on Castlemain Bar, at the head of Dingle Bay. 

He conceives that the maintenance of these model vessels, on vm-ious stations, for two or 
three years, would train competent pilots, and demonstrate to the coast population, the ad- 
vantages of improved modes of fishing. 

The sale of fish taken would not probably render the speculation profitable m a pecuniary 
point of view. It is not how-ever projected for that object, but for the purpose of intro- 
ducing improved habits, and seafaring kuow'ledge, among the fishermen. 

He does not believe that by the presence of the model vessels, fishermen would be ena-blod 
to equip themselves properly for the sea fishery ; but he considers them necessai-y for guides, 
by ^^>ich any means placed within reach of the fishermen may be judiciously applied. 

In addition to the proposed interference by Government, in providing model fishing ves- Survey of fishing 
sels, he suggests that it would be politic to cause surveys to be made of the reputed fishing grounds, 
banks on die western coast, to ascertain their precise position, extent, and soundings, and 
the supply of fish resorting to them. 

He also suggests -that means should be adopted for having abundant supplies of salt on Depots of Salt- 
the coast, at convenient localities for curing. If the fisheries prove productive, stores of 
salt must be established for curing, and under any circumstances, the poor on the coast 
would be benefited by having a larger supply of salt than they can now procure, especially 
in the Herring seasons. 

* It was suggested by one of the Commissioners, that the choice of sites for piers was governed by 
the locality of the property held b.y land proprietors undertaking to pay a ipoiety of the cost of ereqt- 
•ing them. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



December 2, 1835. 

Commissioners Present: — S ir T. C. Morgan, Messrs. Townsend, BAURr, Jagoe, 
and Stanley. 

Evidence of Mr. Philip Hoase of Dublin, Boat Owner and Fish Factor. 



Fishermen who 
supply Dublin. 
Fishing Places. 

The supply of 
Fish. 



The fi^ertnen who supply the Dublin fresh fish market, live at Ringsend, Kingstown 
Howth, Baldoyle, Malahide, Skerries, and Balbriggan. ’ 

various grounds north of the Bay, but do not obtain supplies (except of 
Herrings) south of the Bay, nearer than the coast of Wexford. 

decreased. Eight years ago 

as much hsh was brought to it fresh, in one week, as there is now brought in four weeks*^ 
Ihree times as much could be sold, as there is brought in. 

1 he supply of Haddock m particular, is greatly diminished, and the quality is very inferior 
to what It was a few years ago. 

At present he does not receive for sale six lai-ge Haddocks in three months, and only 
three years since he usually received from one hundred to six hundred of them for one 
market. 



The supply of Sole is also decreasing. 

Dublin was very badly supplied with fish during the last spring and summer. This wa*s 
not occasioned by want of exertion on the part of the fishermen ; but by the scarcity on the 
fishing grounds. 

There is a great demand for fish in Dublin, to supply Liverpool. He sends from £50 
to £100 worth each market. 

Fish keep fresh in the boats at sea twenty-four hours in summer, and a week in winter 
Prices of Fish. Prices are proportionably higher than formerly. Haddocks that now sell for six sliillings 

each, were usually sold for one shilling and sixpence, eight years ago. 

The highest wholesale price obtained by him this year for fresh Herrings, is 8s. a-hun- 
dred, and the lowest piice U. per hundred. A large supply was lately sold in Kingstown 
to travelling salesmen to take into the country, at U. 3d. per hundred. 

Boats and fishing Tlie wherries of the Skerries and Balbriggan fishermen, are excellent vessels. They are 
capable of standing to sea in any weather ; and are occasionally employed in general trades 
m carrying corn, &c. One has been employed in the Portugal fruit trade. They are com- 
fortably provided for the men. 

They are used principally in trawl fishing. Tliey are not provided witli good Herring 
nets ; and they are so large that nets cannot be shot from them. 

The boats at Howth, Baldoyle, and Rush, have been principally used for taking fish with 
long lines. This mode of fishing is declining, and the fishermen in those places are in great 
distress. If they were provided with proper nets, they would be more successful than the 
English fishermen on the coast, in consequence of knowing the fishing ground better. 

Some years ago, a Rush boat usually made £10 a-week, by Fladdock and Cod taken 
lines ; at present one of these boats will not make £1 a-week by line fishing. 

1 vawhng. The Wicklow fishery, formerly carried on from Bray Head to Arklow, does not now give 

any employment. The supply offish has been exhausted by the English and Irish ti-awl- 

u greater part of the county Wicklow fishermen have gone to the land.” 

He does not condemn the practice of trawling at sea, if the proper seasons of each fish- 
ing ground be observed. If trawling be carried on, at each fishing ground, for only four 
months from the time at which the fish come into season on it, the fishery there will last for 
many years. 

By not desisting from trawling when the period of spawning begins, which the fishermen 
know by the fish taken, the increase is stopped, and the ground is soon exhausted. 

I rawling for Soles in this incautious way is now exhausting the supply on the great Sole 
Hanic oil Howth. * 

Trawling in Bays is most injurious, and ought to be prohibited from May to January, 
and the mesh of the trawl net should not be less than three and a half inches between the 
knots at the extremities of the mesh when stretched. 

He is salesman for several of the boats which trawl on the English system, and is a pai't 
owner also ; he is, notwithstanding, anxious for restrictions on trawling, as he considers 
them necessary to preserve the fisheries. 

The hostility of the local fishermen to trawling in the Bays is so general on the Eastern 
coast of Ireland, that the practice can onlj be pursued by stealth. About two months 
since, some boats from Baldoyle and Skerries went into Dunraore Bay, on the Wexford 
coast, which is full of fish, and were trawling until discovered by the country people, who 
got into boats to attack them. r i- ’ 

As a proof of the destructive effect of trawling in Bays from May to January, he states 
that in the last week the trawl boats of Mr. Bartlett, of Ringsend, sent into the market ten 
hampers of small Turbots, Brits and Dorees, taken in Dublin Bay : each hamper weighed 
about ten cwt. ; the whole contained about 5000 fish, and sold for £3; the same quantity, 
at maturity, would have produced at least £300. 

T Herring fishery is not affected by trawling. Herrings spawn between Howth and 
Hambay, where trawling is practised “in hard weather but he has never heai-d that 
^ , , trawling injured the Herring spawn. 

aiie channel ° ^^“"dant supply of Herrings now in Dublin, is obtained on the shore from Bray- 

Head to Drogheda. . 
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In the montlis of last July, August, and September, several Penzance and St. Ives lug- 
gers, of from eighteen to twenty tons, were taking Herrings in the Channel, and selling them 
to the Skerries’ boats to take to Liverpool and Dublin. 

Each man in the lugger made from £2 to £3 a-week. Tiie Herrings were sold to the 
Skerries’ men at 45. a hundred, and re-sold in Liverpool at 6s. to 12s. a hundred. Two 
Ii-ish boats were fishing with the English luggers for a week, but each man did not earn 6s. 
in tlie time. The boats had not proper nets, and were too large. 

Twenty-t%yo wh(-rries and .smacks were engaged in carrying Herrings from the English Loans for the 
luggers to Liverpool and Dublin. Of these, seven had their own capital, and fifteen ob- Channel Herring 
tained mans. Fishery ; and 

Mr. Ternan, of Liverpool, late of Skerries, a fish factor, supplied eight, and factors in earnings. ' 
Ireland supplied the others. 

The loans were of various amounts, from £50 to £80. 

All the boats which got loans were this year in partnership, and when the fishery was 
over, the loans were deducted from the whole of the proceeds, and the sum remaining was 
divided into shares. 

1 here were seven men in each wherry, and five or six in a smack, and each man’s share 
for three months (the season of the fishery) amounted to about £I8. 

A man’s share was paid for each loan ; and in addition to this premium, the factors had 
a commission of £10 per cent, on the proceeds of the Herrings brought to them for sale; 
this is the ordinary commission. 

The proceeds of the sales in Dublin during the season amounted to £3000. 

Twenty-six boats are now preparing in Skerries to go to Donegal Bay for the Herring The North West 
fishery. They rendezvous at Killybegs. Herring Fishery. 

Eaeli boat takes a supply of salt, which is obtained from Liverpool at about 15s. per ton. 

Salt is £l 65. per ton in Dublin, and £2 in Skerries. 

Salt was sold at Killybegs during the fishery of 1834 (when the supply was low) for £4, 
and even five guineas per ton. • ’ 

The Skerries’ boats go on chance to Donegal Bay every year about Christmas. They 
have their own trade in the Channel to that period. 

The Donegal fishermen do not look for Herrings until the Skerries boats arrive, as they 
have no market previously, although it is said that the Herrings are there long before the 
fishing begins.* 

The Skerries fishermen buy, and fish also. Sometimes they can buy there at 6d. or 7d. 
per liiiiidred, and then it is better to buy than use the nets. 

The Donegal fishermen have no means of carrying on the fishery effectively. They have 
only row boats of four oars ; their nets are ol flax; and they have no means whatever for 
curing. 

The Skerries’ fisliermen cure the Herrings in bulk on board their boats with the salt which 
they carry for the purpose. 

All kinds of fish are large and abundant on the north-west coast. If they could be con- 
veyed with sulficient speed to Dublin, they would create a most profitable trade. 

Each boat going to the north-west Herring fishery requires an outfit which costs about Loans for North 
£ 100 , and this sum is lent by factors. • West Herring 

liie Herrings, when cured, are taken to whatever markets yield the best pi'ices, and the Fishery, 
proceeds are carried to the factors who lent the capital or stock. The factors have no 
check whatever ou the sales when made out of Dublin : they rely implicitly on the honesty 
ol the fishermen, who are most punctual in repaying whatever advances they obtain. 

The Boats are not in partnership in this trade. 

The loan is first deducted from the proceeds of each boat, and the sura remainino- is di- 
vided into shares. A man’s share is paid for the loan. ° 

In the time of the boinuies, loans were not required, as the fi.shermen readily obtained all 
requisites on credit, the traders being secured by the tonnage bounty, whether tlie fishery 
proved prosperous or not. 

The Scotcl» Herrings are not so good as those taken on the north-west coast of Ireland; Scotch and Irish 
but are more oily. Herrings. 

In Wales, and even in Scotland, the Irish cured Herrings are preferred to the Scotcli, 
and obtain a higher price. 

Cured Herrings are selling at present for 15s. a barrel in Dublin. Last year they sold for 30s. Sobriet 3 ' of the 

In the partnerships for the Channel fresh Herrings fishery, strict sobriety is enforced. Skerries Fisher- 

Each boat carries out whiskey for the Englishmen in the luggers, who get two or three hot- 
ties from every boat. In one month, eleven boats gave away whiskey which cost £100. 

The whole outlay for whiskey this season was about £200, and of this the Irish used none : 

it was all given to the English. One of the ablest fisheimen in Skerries never drinks any 
whiskey, and he is a veiy powerful man, a celebrated wrestler. 

If the boat-owners pe not sober men, they will not get loans. Four or five of them can- 
not now obtain loans in consequence of insobriety. 

The principal harboui- of the Isle of Man fishermen is Douglas. They have great advan- The Isle of Man 
tages over the Irish. Their Herring nets are several fathoms deeper than those used by Fishermen, 
the Irish ; they have also better boats, and they have timber free of duty. 

Repairs that would cost £150 in Ireland will only cost £50 in the Isle of Man. Oars are Prices of Timber 
here 16s. a pair, and only 2s. 6d. there. American oak is here about .£6 per ton, and there in the Isle of Man. 
about £4. Ship carpenters receive here 5s. a-day, and there only 3s. 

Some of the Irish fishermen take boats there for repairs. 

A St. Ives or Penzance lugger of eighteen to twenty tons costs £200, and the Herring Cost of Boats, &c 
nets and sails cost £100. 

* See evidence taken at Killybegs, for sales to Country dealers. 
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A Skerries wherry of forty-six tons has cost ^£500, and the nets and sails £100. 

A Torbay trawj cutter of 36 to 40 tons costs £400, nets and sails included. Their 
nets are got from England. 

Mr. Hamilton of Hacketstown, the proprietor of Skerries, enforces a toll on every boat in 
the harbour whose owner is his tenant. It was attempted to be enforced from the other 
boat-owners who are not tenants, but one of them resisted the claim legally, and defeated it. 

The toil is claimed as a compensation for outlay on the pier — {See Evidence on Fishermeris 
Harhours.) 

The bounties encouraged too much building, and when they ceased, the owners had not 
means to make another outfit of the boats. The boats built for the tonnage bounty were 
too large for general fishing purposes. 

The legal regulations as to the meshes of nets were not strictly enforced in Ireland, but 
were useful when observed. 

Great injury is now done to the fisheries in consequence of the non-existence of any 
restraint. 

The Coast Guard might be competent to enforce the observance of legal restraints, if the 
boats were distinguished sufficiently by having very large numbers painted on them . — {See 
also suggestions as to Traicling^ 



December 3, 1835. 

CoM.MissioNERS PRESENT I — Sir T. C. MoRGAN, Messrs. Radcliff, Townsend, Barry, 
Jagqe, and Stanley. 

Evitlenco of Mr. James Gowan, of Skerries; Mr. John Cogan, of Baldoyle; Mr. John Martin, 

of Boot Lane, Dublin ; and Mr. Patrick. Tallon, of Baldoyle ; Fish Factors and Boatowners. 

The supply offish in the Dublin market is equal to the demand, except in March, April, 
May and June; and the principal cause of the deficiency is, that the fish now taken in 
largest quantities in the parts of the Channel resorted to for the supplies are spawning in 
these niontiis, and out of season. 

Supplies of fresh fish from the west coast w'ould not defray the cost of carriage to Dublin 
by the present modes of conveyance. 

There is a great decrease in the supply of Haddock and some other kinds of fish. 

In a single market some years ago, it was not uncommon to have between two and three 
thousand large Haddocks. At present there are seldom more than half a dozen of large fish 
in a mai'ket. 

Before 1819, Cod were so abundant on a bank off Howth, that twenty score, and from 
twenty to forty score of them, were commonly taken by one shot of lines. At present few 
or none are taken. The Dublin supply is now chiefly from a bank near Clogher Head, on 
the Louth coast. 

'i’here was before 1819, a great abundance of fish on a bank neai- Bray ; but the supply 
there has been cut off by traw'ling at all seasons. 

Boats (for line fishing) are sometimes out a whole day without taking any fish. 

Boats that formerly cleared £40 in a season, do not now clear as many shillings. 

Mackerel are still abundant in their season. They are taken with lines, and some with 
nets. A boat takes with lines twenty or thirty score in two or three hours, every man hav- 
ing two lines. 

The jjrices obtained have also declined, because many in Dublin who were once able to 
buy fish now beg for it. 

ileiTings, when in largest quantity, were readily sold at 15s. for one hundred and twenty ; 
but now- the same number will only bring 2s — {Mr. Goican.') 

Mr. Gowan also stated that he makes more profits as a factor than he could realize by 
fishing. 

He further stated that he has a smack of fifty-two tons still employed in the Herring 
fishery on the west coast ; but he has drawn up a wherry of forty-two tons, and has discon- 
tinued fishing for Cod and Ling to cure. 

The wherry paid him while there was a bounty of £l a ton for boats ; for if the fish only 
sold for the outfit and other expenses, he still realized £42 by the bounty on bis wherry. 

The curing of Cod and Ling was a more profitable branch of the trade than taking and 
curing Herrings.. — {Mr. Gowan.) 

Mr. Martin stated that he fitted out a boat two years ago for Cod and Ling fishing ; the 
outlay was .£80, and the fi.sli sold for only £54, .so that he not only lost a portion of his ca^ 
pital, but the fishermen lost their labour, being all dependent on shares. 

In the last season there were three Skerries’ boats in the west coast Cod and Ling fishe- 
ries, and each lost. — {Mr. Martin.) 

Cod and Ling taken for curing by the county of Dublin fishermen, are gutted when caught, 
and then laid down in the boat without any salt whatever : in five or six days the whole are 
salted on shore, where the salt is deposited. 

At Shetland the fish are salted by the Scotch fishers daily, as taken. 

The fish are dried on the open beach ; and if the weather be unfavoui’able they are co- 
vered. 

The fish are cured now as carefully as when the production bounty was given ; the bounty 
did not occasion improved curing ; it only induced the curing of as large a quantity as it was 
possible to take and cure. — {Mr. Gowan.) 
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The £l tonnage bounty left a profit m the worst seasons — (Mr. Martin.) 

When Cod and Ling fishing and curing were profitable without the bounty, Ling sold 
cured for 50 j. per ewt. It is now sold, at I8s. to 24s. per cwt.* 

While the tonnage bounty was paid on vessels fitted out for taking Herrings or Cod, Ling, 
&C.J to cure, 

Tiere were Tliere arc now 



In Balbviggan, 17 boats, 
Skerries, 65 
Rush, 46 

Malahide, 4 
Baldoyle, 15 
Howth, 16 



6 

40 

12 

1 

9 

4 



These went regularly to all the curing fisheries on the west coast, from the north, as far 
as Galway Bay. 

The fishernien were paid a certain sum stipulated for, while the bounty was given, and 
were not compensated by shares of the fish taken, as they have been since the bounty was 
abolished. 

The tonnage bounty was the best encouragement. Although it induced the building of 
boats too large for the general fisheries, it was the most effectual stimulant to employment. 

The production bounty was not an encouragement to make an outfit, as it was uncertain, 
but the boat-owner was always sure of the other (Mr, Gowan.) 

All the witnesses disapprove of loans, as encouraging to borrow when there may not be Loans, 
the means of repavinent. 

During the period of the bounties the men got credit without difficulty for whatever gear 
they required. 

The fishermen of Skerries and the other towns on the Dublin coast are in great distress. The Fishermen. 
They are nearly all in debt for lines and other gear, and are unable to meet their engage- 
ments. — (Mr. MarLiit.) 

The boats are over-manned to give a share of the employment to the largest possible num- 
ber of fishermen that can be on board (Mr. Goican.) 

A smack with one mast, or a wheny with two masts, must be the best kind of boat for Boats, 
the west coast fisheries, and might be either carvel or clinker built; the carvel built boats 
last longer, but cost more in repairing. 

Trawling has been practised on the east coast of Ireland more than seventy years. It has Trawlinv. 
greatly increased within the last iwenta'-five years, and the line-fishing is declining. 

Line-fishing is more profitable, because the supplies of future seasons are preserved; 
but it is more laborious. 

Trawling is a lazy system of fishing. While the trawl is out the men may sleep. 

It is destroying the supplies of fish, and has already exhausted the banks off Howth and 
Lambay, and south of the Bay from the Lightship along the Wicklow coast. 

It Is injurious during a Herring fishery, by dispersing the shoals, and by disturbing the 
Herrings or. their spawning ground, which must diminish the supply of succeeding seasons. 

Pockets or pouches are affixed to the nets of the English trawl boats of Dublin Bay. The 
use of these should be prohibited, as they take the young fish. 

The meshes of the trawl net should be throughout the net two aud-a-half inches on each 
side of the square ; that is between each two of the four knots. 

Great injury is done to line-nsherinen by trawlers, in passing over the grounds on which 
lines are shot; and they sometimes carry away the lines after taking off the fish. By such 
injuries the Skerries and other line fishermen have become so iiostile to the Dublin Bay 
trawlers, that the latter are not suffered to send fish fi'om Skerries, &c., to Dublin by land, 
in case of foul weather. — (Mr. Goican.) 

Mr. Gowan is of opinion that trawling should be interdicted at all seasons of the year, 
within six leagues of the shore, from Tuskav Rock on the Wexford coast to the bar of Strang- 
ford oil the Down coast. He considers that there would then be a mucli greater supply of 
fish. 

Mr. Tallon is of opinion that it would not be necessary to prohibit trawling, except fi’om 
the beginning of May to the close of December, as it is only then injurious to the growing 
supplies. 



December 4, 1835. 

Commissioners Present: — Colonel Burgoyne; Sir T. C. Morgan; Messrs. Ottley, 

, Radcliff, Paine, Toivnsend, Barry, Jagoe, and Stanley. 

Evidence of James Loert, Esq., M.P. for Wick. 

Mr. Loch is atiwesent Deput 3 --Governor of the British Fi.riieries’ Society, formed in 1786, The British Fish- 
Iqr the purpose of promoting the fisheries on the coasts of Scotland. cries Society. 

Ihe capital paid up and expended by the Society amounts to £35,000 ; and the annual 
profits are still added to the expenditure fund, no dividend whatevm’ but one (in 1834) of£4 
per cent, on the capital having yet been made among the shareholders. 

** Allowance must bo made for tlio large difference between the present and former prices of salt. 
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Tlie Society was formed mainly for the public good ; and its members have certainly 
.shown how indifferent they are about dividends when put in competition with the great ob- 
ject of the Society. However, ultimately, the expenditure it is hoped may produce some 
income to the sharcholder-s. 

Lands were purchased on perpetual leases, in situations considered suitable for fishing 
towns. The Society erected a pier or harbour at eacli place, but only at one erected ac- 
commodation for stores or for drying lisli. 

Land for building upon was sublet on encouraging terms, allowing a small croft (viz. a 
cow’s grass) to each settler wliose circumstances permitted. 

One village was constructed in the Island of Mull, called Tobermory, and allotments of 
land (but not on a scale sufficient for the maintenance of a family) were annexed to the 
fishermen’s houses, .'\iiother village was erected at the head of Loch Bay, in the Isle of 
Skye, called Stern, or Lochbay. A third was erected on the western coast of the county 
of Ross, called Ullapool. 

At Pnlteney-town, which adjoins the burgh of Wick, on the east coast of the county of 
Caithness, a large outlay has been made in erecting two liavboui-s. About 1814 tbe first 
harbour was completed, witli a grant from Goveniment of £9000, out of the forfeited es- 
tates,* and an equal outlay by tlie Society ; the terras of the grant being tlurt the revenue 
of the harbour should tiienccforth be appropriated to the maintenance or improvement of 
this or other harbours of the Society, but should not form part of its general funds. Since 
that time the Society has expended, from its own resources, the sum of £23,000, in addi- 
tion to the whole revenue of the harbour, in constructing an outer and more secure harbour, 
and variou.s works connected therewith. 

Wick (with Pulteney-town) lias become the chief fishing station of Scotland, and its po- 
pulation lias increased in a few years from 1500 to near 10^,000 persons. 

The fisheries have failed at Lochbay and Ullapool ; the former having been built in a 
bad situation for the prosecution of the Herring trade, though not a bad one for the prose- 
cution of the white fisheries; and the site of Ullapool being far up a deep bay into which 
the Plerrings which long frequented it, have for about twenty years, with veiy rare excep- 
tions, ceased to enter. 

At Lochbay, too great an outlay in buildings was induced, and it is now in contemplation 
to sell the Society’s property there. 

The principal towns on the main land from which the great Herring fishery is carried 
on, are Wick, with its adjunct Pulteney-town, Helmsdale, Burgh-head, Banff, Peterhead, 
and Fraserbiirgli : all these were considerable towns, except Wick and Helmsdale, before 
the great extension of the fishery. 

Flelmsdale hai'bour, and some of its curing establishments, were constructed by the Duke 
of Siitlierland. 

Burgh-head harbour was originally constructed by a private company, but it has been 
since greatly enlarged ; and stores and curing establishments have been erected there by the 
present proprietor of the town, Mr. Young of Maryhill. 

Banff had formerly an old harbour, but it, as well as Peterhead and Fraserburgh, received 
some pecuniary assistance for improvements from the Commissioners of Highland Roads and 
Bridges ; the grants, however, were not made for the improvement of the Herring fishery, 
but for general trading purposes, and it does not appear that the fishery was benefited by 
them. 

The advancement of the Scotch Herring fishery is the result of private or individual 
enterprise. 

Bounties, in the opinion of the most experienced persons, were injurious. They caused 
overtrading, and induced frauds, which reacted severely on fair traders. 

Assistance, by grants or loans, or by facilities for curing fish, requires to be used witli 
great caution, as it invariably induces too much speculation, draws tlie working classes from 
other pursuits, and, in case of failure in the fisheries, involves these classes in great distress. 

This has occurred at some of the fishing stations established in Scotland by the British 
Fisheries’ Society. 

It also occurred generally in 1834, as only small quantities of Herrings approached the 
coast of Scotland. The fishery of that year was a failure, and great distress was occasioned 
by it among the fisliermen. 

Public grants or loans for the building or repairing of boats, or providing or repairing gear, 
arc either impolitic or unnecessary. They induce too many to the pursuit of fishing, and 
rather promote improvidence. It is better the fislif.rmen should see they must acquire the 
means of outfit, and provide for repairs. If a deserving fisherman in Scotland be by any 
misfortune unable to replace or repair his boat and gear, — his landlord assists him. 

The erection of curing sheds and stores for salt and barrels, on the coast near a good fish- 
ing place, must conduce to the success of the fishery ; as the accommodation provided would 
draw fish-curers there ; but no great outlay should be made ; the buildings ought not to be 
expensive or numerous. 

At Pulteney-town the British Society has been in the habit of letting the right of occupy- 
ing, and curing fish, upon a portion of their quays, for the fishing season, at auction. 

Public depots of salt have never been formed on the coast of Scotland. The fish curers 
send their own supplies. 

From Wick, the great improvements in the Scotch Herring Fishery have emanated. It 
is the principal rendezvous of the fishermen, and the process of curing the fish is carried on 

* Sec Mr. Hickman’s statement in Appendix, page 38. 
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at it more largely than elsewhere. From eight to twelve hundred boats, each with an average 
of five men, are usually engaged in the Wick Fishery; they principally belong to strangers, 
and some are from very remote places, not only in Scotland and England, but sometimes 
from Norway, Holland, and the coast of France. During the Herring fishery, every other 
kind of fishing in Scotland, is nearly deserted. ° *’ 

At Kirkwall, the principal fishery station in Orkney, the fishing is carried on by the 
natives. 

Several of the curers who trade in Wick and Orkney are strangers. Ainono- the principal 
curers are merchants; and one of the most eminent among iliem is Mr. Holmes of Liver- 
pool, who goes to Wick every season. 

Some of the curers purchase the fish at the boats, as they arrive ; but most of the fisher- 
men enter into contracts with the curers, to supply for the season certain quantities at speci- 
fied prices : whiskey is commonly given as a bonus to the fishermen. 

Succeeding the Wick fishery, there is the Loch Pierring fishery. In this, the fish are The Loch Herring 
taken a short time after spawning. Fishery. 

The presence of an Admiralty vessel, during the Herring fisheries, has been found very Preservation of 
useful in preserving order, and affording aid in distress at sea during gales. Order. 

Tlie Poreign boats at the fishery are found very troublesome. The Dutch permit their Foreigners very 
boats to drift in among the British nets : and the French come provided with brandy, which Troublesome, 
they send in their boats at night to the British fishermen, and so induce them to raise the 
nets, (to the great injury of the fisliing,) and give a share of the Herrings taken. 

The Plighland fishermen are industrious and thrifty. They commence witii wretched The Highland 
boats, which they gradually improve; and ultimately they buy (generally in partnerships) Fishermen, 
secondhand boats from South-Firth men engaged in the northern fisheries. 

The Highlanders fish only on their own coasts, and supply but a small portion of the 
Herrings cured ; and as they have employment in fishing during onlv a part of the year, 
they almost generally occupy small allotments of land which they cultivate. 

In forming the British Society’s establLshment at Tobermory, land was allotted for all 
the fishermen. Almost all the resident fishermen near Wick also have land; but this is an 
arrangement entirely of their own. i^aiia. 

This IS also the case at Helmsdale, where the allotments are from half an acre to three or 
five acres, and there is a right of pasture, or hiil range for cattle, annexed to each. It is 
necessary, however, to have the fishermen placed in contiguous allotments. 

The southern fishermen have not land, and do not require it; as they have ample em- Southern Fisher- 
ployment for their time m the general fisheries. The Highlanders cannot have this con- men do not require 
tmuoiis employment m fishing, and therefore require land. Land. 

The fishermen in the village of Portgower in Sutherland, have onlv gardens with their 
cottages ; and they are not so well olF as fishermen with larger allotments. 

The habitations of the Highland fishermen generally, are greatly improved ; they are still Condition and 
however, more commonly thatched than slated. Fishermen and labourers inthe Highlands, Habits of Hi«hland 
are almost on a par m condition. Tiic- Highland fishermen are sober. Fishermen. “ 

• general Fisheries of the coast of Scotland, are prosecuted with lines and bait. There Tho Cpnoral FIkI, 
IS little or no trawling. Even in Edinburgh Firth, trawling for Soles is not prosecuted to cries • 

any extent. Trawlin 

The Oyster fisheries cannot be protected in Scotland. The Oysters cannot be appro- 
priated; but there are prescribed limits within which only is it lawful to dredo-e for them ^ 

The necessity for the superintendence of the Herring Fishery Commissioners, and their 
local inspectors, is questioned by some, but is supported by the majority of the curers. 

Ainxing a character-brand on the Herring barrels, which is still practised, notwithstandin'T 
the abolition ol the bounties for which it was devised, is considered useful by some pei® 
sons, and injurious by othem. It certifies the quantity and mode of curing, but not the 
quality of the Herrings beyond a certain degree of perfection; and It has had the effect 
ot creating, it is allowed, an equality of character for all Herrings under the same brand ; 
so that no advantage m price is obtained by superior fish, or superior curiim This view is 
however, very strongly combated by the majority of the fish-curers in the° North of Scot- 
land. 

In the Stilmon Fisheries of Scotland, stake-nets have been stated to be very Injurious. The K.l, 

mittel'"°'* o"' *>'= the months of rivers, ought not to be per- V” I™' 

The law requires that all djkes or weirs In Scotch rivers, for taking Salmon, shall be 
open on Siintlaj-s ; blit the law is evaded. The object of this enactment Is, to let fish pass 
tliroiigh the lower dykes for the upper fisheries. ^ 

Great difficulty has been met in fixing on a genera! season for the Salmon Fisheries. 



Inspection and 
Branding of Cured 
Fish. 



December 9, 1835. 



CoMMissioNEas PmtsEKT;— Sir T, C. MoitGANt Messrs. IlADCLipr and Townsend. 

Evidence of Captain Cdements i Mr. G, Baotlistt ; Mr. J. Eostace, and Mr. Petde Good ; 
Owners of Trawl Boats in llingsend. 



Captain Clements stated that there were from thirty to forty wlierries in Rin<xsend, afew 
years ago, which wei^ all employed in the long-line fishing. This mode of fishing gradually 
aeciinerl until upon the discontinuance of the bounties, it ceased altogether. 



Line-Fishing 
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The Ringsend fishermen are now all trawlers. 

Jealousies between Englishmen are employed in the Ringsend trawl boats, as well as Irishmen; and Captain 

the English and Clements stated that jealousies and prejudices strongly prevail on both sides. 

Irish Fishermen. He described various injurious and violent acts against the Irish, which the English have 
committed; Mr. Bartlett contradicts the statement made by Captain Clements. Mr. 
Eustace, however, stated that he had heard of the acts described, but attributed them to 
the influence of drink. 

Captain Clements stated, that on last Whit- Monday the Irishmen in his employment wish- 
ed to put to sea, and the Englishmen of another boat desired to have a Holyday, and en- 
deavoured forcibly to detain the boat which the Irish fishermen were taking out. He also 
stated that when the trawl boats are at sea, engaged in fishing, the rule is for one to pro- 
ceed to market with the fish caught, while the others remain fishing, and in acting on this 
rule the English show a strong prejudice against the Irish. The vessel for market is called ' 
the skipper; and the appointment of an Irish skipper meets with every opposition. Mr. 
Bartlett contradicted this statement, but Captain Clements persisted; and declared w^hen 
his own two vessels have been out together, one commanded by an Irishman, and the other 
by an Englisliman, if it should be the turn of the English Master to leave olF, and take his 
own fish and that of the Irish Master to market, (which is another arrangement amoim- the 
boats,) tliis reciprocality of accommodation has been refused, and the Irish Master has been 
compelled to leave olF fisliing and return for market with an incomplete cargo. 

Profits of Boat - Captain Clements exhibited his book of accounts, by which it appeared that the share of 
owners, and Earn- one of his boats, of 30 tons burden, was in 1825, £203 ; 1832, laid up six weeks, £I65 • 
ings of the Fisher- 1833, £186; 1834, £180. 

The share of the owners being only one half of the proceeds of the fish, an equal sum 
was divided in each year among the master, men, and boy. The profits of 1834, tlierefore 
yielded the boy £22 lOs., 1-I6th ; to the Master, £67 10s., 3-16ths ; to each of the two men, 
j£45., 2-l6ihs.’ 

Captain Clements states, that notwithstanding these earnings, all his men are in debt. 
His own sliare was charged with expenses amounting to about £100 a year, for repairs, net- 
ting, &c. Tlie deduction left his clear profit on one boat in 1834, about £80. 

Mr. Bartlett stated that in the worst yeai-s he has cleaved £30 per cent, on his capital. 

It appeared by an account in Captain Clements’ possession, that on a sale of fish amount- 
ing to £3 9^., he paid for commission, car hire, and attendance in the nmrket, lOi. 9-irf., 

above l-6tli. 

Trawling. Cnpt ain Clements although himself an owner of trawl boats, is decidedly of opinion that 

trawling iii bays is most injurious to the fisheries, the bays near Dublin being nurseries of 
young fish. 

He lias seen hundreds of thousands of Turbot and Brit, not more than six inches long on 
sale in the markets. 

He thinks the trawl mischievous, both by its small mesh, and unrestricted use. 

In proof of the injury, he stated that on a fishing ground E. N. E. of Hnwth, (lying 
at about 2-3rds of the distance between Howth and the C.ilf of Man,) where anv quantity 
of Soles might once have been taken, where he has Icn jwu two thousand pair to have been 
taken in a week by one boat, the quantity that can be taken at present is reduced to one- 
third. 

At the beginning of the season the Soles on this bank are full of roe; at the end they are 
shotten : hence he infers that the bank b their spawning ground ; and that injury to the 
spawn is at least a probable cause of their dinumition. 

He does not know that the spawn has been taken up in the trawl nets, but he thinks that 
trawling mtist inevitably disturb and injure it. 

Off the east coast of Ireland, between Wicklow, St. John’s Point, and the Calf of Man, 
the fish have very considerably diminished. 

He therefore thinks that restrictions on trawling are necessary to the preservation of the 
fisheries; for the purpose of protecting the spawn and the small fish. 

He recommends the Act of 1819, relating to the Irish fisheries, as a basis of new regu- 
lations. 

He proposes that bays be protected through the whole year ; and that the protection be 
extended two leagues seaward of a right line from Bray Head to Carlingford Bar. He 
would consider one league sufficient, but lest that distance should not be strictly observed, 
he proposes that the prohibition be extended to two leagues. 

He also recommends the appointment of Inspectors, but not such men as were appointed 
under the Act of 18(9, who were fitter to conjugate Amn, than Doceo. 

Mr. Eustace and Mr. Good, admitted that the meshes of the English trawl nets are small, 
and that they take very small fish. 

They stated that trawling was not practised within the bay of Dublin, before the late 
Dublin Fishing Company was formed. 

They concurred in thinking restrictions necessary, and that they should extend three or 
four miles seaward. 

The^’ stated that their trawlers do and will fish in the bay, altliough theyprofessed unwil- 
lingness to permit the practice. 

Captain Clements stated, that he. can discern on the opening of the fish hampers, by the 
size of the fish whether they have been taken in the deep sea, in the bay, or in-shore. The 
fish within the Pigeon House wall are smaller than Bay-fish. 

Lino Fisl ‘ » know whether trawling is more profitable than line fishing. 

1 he practice ofline fishing is not injurious to the fisheries, as small fish will not take 
the hook. 
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However, Captain Clements does not think that a supply sufficient for Dublin could be 
obtained by line fishing, in consequence of the present habits of the fishermen ; their Holy- 
days, their unwillingness to remain out at night, and their want of energy. 

He thinks that the discontinuance of the bounties destroyed the line'fishery; but he also 
thinks that the men were discouraged by the trawlers wantonly destroying and even steal- 
ing their lines. 

He moreover considers that the bounties were advantageous to the fishermen, as forming 
securities on which they were enabled to procure and maintain boats and fishing gear. 
At present the fish factors occasionally make small advances of money for these purposes, 
stopping the loans by small instalments, out of the proceeds of the fish sales. 

The Ringsend Fishermen do not habitually adventure on the North West fishery. 

One vessel was sent last season, by Captain Clements’ Nephew, and Mi-. Palgrave, jun. 
a Dublin Ship Broker, which proved a tolerable adventure. 



Janum-y 21, 1836. 

CoJiMissiONERS Present: — Colonel Borgoyne ; Sir T. C. Morgan; Messrs. Raucliff 
and Stanley. 

Evidence of Burton Bisdon, Esq. of Cioney and Rossary, in the County of Clare — the latter on 
the South Coast of Galway Bay. 

If all the fish which the Galway fishermen could take, were carried into GalM'ay, it could 
not be sold at prices that would support the fishermen. 

Their combination rules seem to have arisen from their limited market, and their own in- 
creasing numbers. 

Large quantities offish are brought into Galway and sold there, to be used fresh in the 
town, or carried by dealers through the country, or to be cured; and the supply is always 
so abundant, that notwithstanding the large population of the town, flesh meat is always 2(f. 
or Hd. per lb. cheaper than in Limerick, where the supply of fish i.s deficient. 

There are also large quantities of fish taken by fishermen on the Clare side of the bay ; 
and these supplies (when not taken up to Galway in boats,) are carried through the county 
of Clai-e on horses. 

Increased supplies of fish in Galway -«-ould be ruinous to the fishermen, unless additional 
markets were opened to them for fresh fish or by curing. Therefore no persons of capital 
■will embark in the local fisheries, as fish takers only, until new markets shall be opened. 

Limerick would take off a large share of (he Galway supplies, if there were a direct line 
of road from the bay to Limerick. Tiiere is at present a road from New Quay, on the 
soutli side of the bay, which has shortened the travelling distance eight Irish miles. At first, 
this road was strongly opposed by the Galway Grand Juries; but ultimately they paid for 
forming the Galway portion of it, to Cusheen; and the Clare Grand Jurors will not now 
consent to )>ay for contiiniing it to Limerick, which would shorten the travelling five miles 
more, and then the road from the bay to Limerick would be only thirtv-one Irish miles, 
instead of forty-four as formerly. If this road were completed, fish cars would be dispatch- 
ed from New Quay every morning, which could reach the Limerick market before ten 
o’clock a.m. ; but at present this cannot be done, as the distance would require so many 
horses that the expense would be too great. 

Cod which could be bought in Galway Bay, at from 6s. to 9s. a dozen, would sell in 
Limerick for £1 a dozen. 

It w;ts imagined at one time that fish could be sent from Galway to Dublin ; and in 1816, 
the experiment was made by Major O’Dell, but it failed ; the expense was too heavy. 

Shell fish are sent to Dublin. Oysters from Burrin on the south side of Galway Bay are 
now sent to Dublin in great quantities, and Galway Lobsters are sent to it boiled. 

The Burrin Oysters of Galway Bay, are taken with dredges by row-boats at various places 
on the shores of Gahvay and Mayo, (particularly in the vicinity of Achil Hoad,) and are 
laid down on the Burrin bank. At least one half are lost by storms which bury them in the 
bank ; — and a large number of persons are employed in gathering the Oysters, or turning 
them after gales, at low water. Ihe labourers employed in this very severe employment 
are readily obtained, (nay, anxious to be engaged in it,) for 6(7. a day— being Zd. for each 
period of three hours, during which they can work. 

Oysters are six or seven years in progress to maturity as prime fish, from the spawn. 

Lobsters are taken all along the north side of the bay to Cunemara, in wicker traps, and 
are sold at 65. to 1 0.?. a dozen ; a dozen of large Lobsters sell in Dublin for about £3. 

_ The irregularity with which the Galway fishermen acquire their means of subsistence, 
IS calculated to make them improvident. While expending the earnings of one period, 
vhey are looking forward to those of another: and if the period to which they look forward 

do not commence early, or if it riiotdd prove less productive than it was expected to be, 

great distress must be the consequence. A steady employment, which good markets are 
necessary to sustain, is therefore better for fishermen than occasional large earnings. 



Bounties & Loans. 



The North West 
Fishery. 



Supply of Fish in 
Galway. 



An increased sup- 
ply would be ruin- 
ous to the Fisher- 
men, without addi- 
tional Markets. 



Dublin Market too 
remote. 

Oysters and Lob- 
sters sent from 
Galway to Dublin. 
The Burrin Oys- 
ter Fishery. 



Maturity of Oys- 
ters. 

Lobsters. 

The Galway Fish- 
ermen. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




200 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Fehruary 2, 1836. 

CoMMissiosEKs PRESENT: — Sir T. C. Morgan, and John RAacnEF, Esq. 

Evidence of Mr. Daniel Meara of Dublin. 

Buying and Cming Mr. Meara belongs to a commercial house in Dublin, which, fora long serie.s of years 
and'^the^rknoys! employed in buying, curing, and vending Herrings. The business of buying and 

curing for the house, is carried on at present in Wick and the Orkneys, where the Firm an- 
nually expend between ten and fifteen thousand pounds. The quantity bought for the 
house, and the quantity cured by it, are about equal. All the Herrings bought or cured 
are for the Irish market exclusively. 

Loans to the I* ish- Small sums of money are advanced to the fishermen employed. The average sum ad- 
vanced is £10 per boat. The greatest loan has not exceeded £20. These advances the 
fishermen cannot always repay from the profits of die season ; and the debt stands over to 
. another year. 

Earnings of a Boat The average produce of one boat’s fishing for a season, Ls 200 crans, valued (also on 
in e season. average) at £100. Mr. Meara has, however, puid as much as £160 and£l80 in great 
seasons, to one boat. 

The boats are principally Scotch, and average twelve tons ; they are open luggers. On 
one occasion four boats came from Avklow; but the weather proving rough, the men were 
frightened and returned without lishing. ]3oats also came from St. Ives once; the men 
were dissipated, and did not succeed. 

Contracts with the "I he curers do not generally own boats themselves; except one may I'emain in pledge 
Fishermen. for money borrowed. They generally contract with a boat’s crew for die season, or for a 

specified quantity of fish, if they talce as much. 

Fle ascribes this practice of contracting, to the circumstance, that, from facilities of cre- 
dit, there is a competition among curers : these parties having provided barrels and salt, 
must have fish, if they are to be got ; and they seek to moderate the price, by a previous 
agreement. 

Pricesof Herrings. Prices have been latterly very constant. Last year Herrings were bought at 95. per cran, 
which was far more than the price of cured fish could repay. 

The fall in prices of cured fish he attributes to over-production. Three hundred and 
sixty thousand barrels w'ere cured tliis year. The usual take is not more than from 200 to 
250 thousand barrels. He calculates the loss to curers at Is. per barrel. 

He does not think that the Killybegs Herrings fetch higher prices than those cured at 
Wick. The Locli-fine Herrings ot' Scotland, sell at the highest prices, — from 25s. to 35s. 
per barrel. Arklow fish have been passed for these, the fish being nearly of the same size. 

May Herrings do not take the salt, and will not sell. 

The local fish curers deal on a small scale ; they cure about 1.000 barrels in the season. 
Highest price for He considers that Herrings in branded barrels fetch from \s. to Is. 6<f. per barrel more 
Herrings in Bran- than unbranded: but when fish are plenty, the unbranded will imt be bought at all. The 
ded Barrels. Foreign Market will not take unbranded fish under any ci^'ciimstauces. 

InspectingOiTicei-s. There are two inspecting officers permanently resident at Wick, three or four are sent 
there during the season ; they examine specimens out of every lot previous to the branding, 
and also watch the progress of the curing, as it goe.s on ; they suffice for this duty, though 
20,000 barrels have been cured in one night ; and 10,000 is not an uncommon fishing. 

He considered 5,060 the best quantity to ensure the proper method of curing, ten crans 
per boat per night : he has paid fur 85 crans. 

Dried Cod and Mr. Meara’s house brings Cod and Ling principally from Shetland ; it is not subjected to 
inspection ; and is he thinks less well cured .since the bounties were suspended ;* the price for 
it fre.sh, is from 2-i-<f. to bd. per fish of 1 9 inches. 

Curing Stations. Rent is cliarged at Wick for curing stations; at Orkney about £5 is demanded for sta- 
tions on the strand, ad libitum. 

Killybegs Herring Mr. Meara’s grandfather cured fisli at Killybegs, but abandoned the business on a failure 
Fishery. of the fish, as is asserted ; but he himself thinks owing rather to the inertness of the fish- 

ermen. 

Curing in Ireland. Being asked w'hethcr in the event of facilities being offered for an Irish curing-station, 
he would willingly enter on the speculation, he replied doubtfully, or rather in the negative,; 
stating as a reason, that the trade was in itself too much of a speculative character, and that 
he could not encounter the uncertainties arising from the habits of the Irish fishermen. At 
present the operations in the Irish fisheries are too inconstant for any curers to think of such 
an enterpvize. 

The ScottishFisli- H<? considers that in Scotland, the men are kept orderly and consecutive in their industry 
®rmen. by the influence of the landlords, exerted through their benevolent superintendence and 

assistance. 



March 1, 1836. 

Commissioners Present: — Sir T. C. Morgan, and John Radcliff, Esq. 
Evidence of Mr. Daniel Locice, of Dublin, Dealer in Fish. 

He has been engaged in the fish trade eighteen yeai's, part of which time he was in the 
retail business. 

* See evidence of Mr. Stokes, page 203. 
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The supply of the Dublin Market for all the commovi kinds of fish, on an average, is 
equal to the demand, it is however considerably diminished, as compared with the market 
ten years ago; at that time, prices being lower," the better kinds of fish were more exten- 
sively consumed by the middle classes. The price of inferior fish consumed by the poorer 
classes has not advanced; namely of Hake, Cod-fish, small Haddocks,' Flounders and 
Plaice. Flounders and Plaice are abundant; the supply of Soles is very considerably de- 
creased; and flat-fish generally has fallen off within the last ten years, the price has 
consequently increased. 

With respect to the better kinds of fish usually consumed at gentlemen’s tables, the sup- 
ply from the local fishermen is far below the demand. 

Turbots though they this year have been comparatively plenty, are generally scarce. 
Green, the fishmonger, employed agents at Derry, Galwar, and (during one period) at Cork, 
to purchase them.— Locke himself went to Cork, to purchase Salmon for Green ; and find- 
ing Turbots plentiful, purchased them also. Turbots have also been brought from Scot- 
land. 

The supply of the large Dublin Haddock has greatly fallen off; very large Haddocks 
have lately been brought into the wholesale market from Scotland, apparently hooked fish. 
Within the last month, speculators have been engaged in sending Haddocks by Steamers in 
boxes, from Cork to Dublin, and have obtained large prices. 

Soles of a large kind are taken off Wexford, on a bank which is only safely accessible by 
the Wexford boats at particular times. The take however is then considerable ; the Dublin 
boats occasionally fish this bank, but there is a constant intercourse between a Dublin fac- 
tor, and an Agent at Wexford ; and Green procures soles from Wexford, and receives 
them per mail. 

Lobsters are plentiful in Galway and Clare, and are occasionally brought to the Dublin 
Market. Green has sent even to Billingsgate for these fish ; last week well-boats came to 
Dublin, with Crabs and a few Lobsters from Plymouth, and procured a fair price. 

Notwithstanding this state of the fish-market, there is a constant export to Liverpool, of 
from 100 to 150 Cod daily and a few Haddock- Cod are more in demand at Liverpool than 
in Dubliii, and consequently fetch a better price in the market there ; the Dublin Factors 
exported a few Turbots to Liverpool, last year. 

With respect to , the cause of the dimunition in the supply of fish, Mr. Locke, is disposed 
to believe the statements of the fishermen themselves, who refer it to the increased practice 
of trawling. 

The large Haddock at present in the market are caught by the trawlers; and the supply 
js sometimes large, principally in the winter season; in the summer (from July onwards,) 
when the fish are at their prime, the trawlers take them in smaller quantities. Formerly the 
Haddocks were chiefly hooked, now the majority are trawl fish. 

Pie repeats the fishermen’s assertion, that the supply began to fall offa year or two after 
trawling was originally pursued. Referring to the effects of the trawl, he states that very 
small Turbot are but rarely in the market, as he believes they are thrown overboard when 
taken. 

Salmon out of season is sold largely in Dublin to the poor. Much of it is brought from 
Ihomastown by coach, and sometimes by carriers. He does not think it can pay. 

Much Salmon is brought from Westport by mail. The contractor sends Salmon out of 
season early in the year ; being obliged to t ike them by the fisliery lessees, under penalty of 
not getting good fish. Some bad Salmon is brought also from Wexford. 

There is an Act against vending bad fish in the Dublin market ; but it is not executed. 
Mr. Locke complained to the present Lord Mayor, also to Alderman Archer, without cf- 
feet. It has occurred that the Lord Mayor has not personally inspected the fish market for 
an entire year. 



March 2, 1836. 

COSIMISSIOHERS PRESENT Sir T. C. Morgan, and J. Radcliff, Esq. 

Evidence cf Mr. Gass, a Fish-Factor in Dublin. 

In the months of November- and December, foul Salmon is occasionally sold in Dublin 
at irom 3d. to 6d. per lb. ; but some good fish are sold in December. ‘However, in No- 
vember and December, none of the fish are in prime condition. 

Pie gets Salmon from Waterford, Ballysh-annon, Limerick, Sligo, &c., per mail, and al«o 
hy carts. ^ 

He procures Lobsters from all parts of Ireland where they are found. 

During the winter season, the weather is too rough to permit Lobster fishing in the Irish 
boats. At that time Lobstere are brought from Scotland ; from Greenock to Belfast per 
steamer, and thence per coach. ^ 

lliere are Lobster dealers at the Saltees— one at. £)romore. The Lobsters are sent per 
coach, packed in boxes in straw, and reach Dublin in a lively condition. The cost of car- 
nage IS about 2d. per lb. ; but the Lobsters sold lately for I 85 . per dozen. 

V\lien asked why a speculation for bringing these fish by sea to Dublin from distant places 
would not succeed, as well as the Billingsgate ventuers to Norway, he could assio-n no 
reason. •' ° 

He has lately received consignments of Turbot from Carlton-Port, in Ayrshire. IPiis 

2 C 
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Oemand, nor could it be constantly car- 

,, On ‘Ite 29th September a cart load of Herrings arrived from Galway, in Dublin, and on 
the following day three loads. The fish were in a sweet state, and sol'd at from 4s to 8v 
per hundred. • 



April 2\, 1836. 

COMMISSIONEES PiiEseNTi-Sir T. C. MoitoiN t Messrs. Townsend, B*Eny, JaooE, and 
Stanley. 

Evidence of Tnowas Mooney, Es,., a Member of the Consulting C oomittee of the Agricultnrd and 
Commercial Bank of Ireland. 

Small loans are given by the Bank, on bills, with letters of guarantee from some resnecta- 
but mTrrmtLfobbgSf" ™ ““^ttlons, .bough perhaps not legally bin’il.ng, 

Landlords by way of giving security to the Bank, frequently draw on their tenants who 

pe™“Srgfec=n„"=^^^^^^ 

The small loans are for various amounts, under j£20, but by far the largest portions of 
them are from 47 to £12. They amount at each branch Bank to about £IOOoTe week 
Such l„.™s are made very largely at Baudon, Fermoy, Mallow, and SkibbereeS 17*0 

rrw^o?G':;wa;.“““^“ ■"«“?! “it 

These small bills, which ai-e limited to three months, are paid with irreat nunctualitv 
remained unpaid at Killarney, or in Clare, in Galway, Tuam, or CasSebar aS 
in county of Cork Banks, the amount unpaid of this class is not £200. 

1 he general risk of lending decreases as the loans descend in amount, 
i he way in which the risk decreases ns the lo ms descend in amount, is explained thus •_ 
Ten thousand pounds lent to two thousand persons at six per cent, will yield six hundred a ' 
yeai. Merchants do not pay beyond four per cent, on their bills ; and the same sum lent to 
tea ineich,mts,_ would yield but £400. There would, therefore, be two hundred a vear to 
coyei the occasional defalc.ation of some improvident borrower, against the absence ot m-o- 
fit m the other case, and the greater risk of loss from a heavy trading rnei cham ^ 

is o "s tf tirsf-tH' “r™- 

''-“go n>n.t"ncre“ar“yS 

fl/eeSI^euTofTAg^^^^^^^ 

Lnk, cvedi.rr.e,r;im:'d\terr 

iS fetid to‘'clr'’Th?""^ very sluggish, and i'n some®districtTsca?cely 

Reel ■ “ *° '■ impetus communicated by the introduction of Pronrietnrv 

com,; „‘f c2k!“ ■ “ ‘“''“'y *>“■' eommenceii in 

Starnes^ '’"'’‘’u !>y B“k li»e been advanced by it In their clrcnm 

stances, —some have been enabled to keep cows, who never had nn^ ‘-"^'^“cinn- 
;;cr„7„‘ “d i..va es^Sd ; 

1 or f eposiis of cash in agricultural districts, the Bank allows fic ‘^ecuritj . 

lium which Is the same in.Lst as is paid on depLta In SavJJs Lk's. ^ P" 

pe, an“m® ^ «llewed,®is two and a half per cent. 

denied the usual a'dvances or banf^XJo “““3' ""is. be 

seqnently tlfey dis;rra|e"S”vefy;;iuTo™i^ 
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The Banks cannot make loans for a period of years ; such as are necessary for enabling 
the industrious classes to make permanent investments in capital — in buildings, or in boats, 
implements, &c. 

But if by a Loan Fund on a large scale, the industrious classes were enabled to make such 
investments, the security thus provided would induce the Banks to make temporary loans 
for aiding the operations in which the permanent investments should be made. 

A Government Loan Fund ought not to be lent at the low rate of discount generally 
charged by the Banks, because it would not be treating the experiment fairly : if the Go- 
vernment 'find they are realizing a handsome profit, they can then lower the rate of in- 
terest. 

The rate of interest charged on Charitable Loan Funds established in Ireland, is in the 
first instance, sixpence in the pound for five months, which is deducted from the loan when 
made : and then the sum lent must be repaid in twenty equal weekly instalments, on each 
of which the fund derives profit by successive issue' 

The Agricultural Bank at Ballinasloe, manages a Charitable Loan Fund formed there; 
one day in each week is set apart for its transactions. 

The instalments are paid with great regularity on the loans at Ballinasloe, and also on 
those made at Boyle and Roscommon. 

The present duties on bills for small loans, augments the rate of interest, in the transac- 
tions of the Agricultural Bank, to £8 per cent. 

On the small loans made, the stamp duty is equal to the rate of interest for the money 

Tliere is, however, an exemption from the duties, in the Charitable Loan Act, where the 
funds are administered by the Trustees or Managers. 

To manage public Loan Funds, the principal officers of Customs and Excise might be em- 
ployed in conjunction with local residents. 

If local committees were to be responsible for the loans made, none could be formed un- 
less they were allowed to charge on the loans a rate of interest higher than the public charge 
incurred by supplying the fund, and to take the profit to themselves. 

The Agricultural Bank would manage a public loan fund on these terms. 



June 1, 1836. 

Co.MMissio3SERS PRESENT: — CoLONEL BuRGoYNE ; Messvs. Jagoe aud Stanley. 



Evidence of John Stok.es, Esq., of the Firm of O’Neill and Stokes, Dublin. 



The house lias been engaged in the fish trade since 1796, importing Shetland Ling and 
Cod; and occasionally trading in Scottish-cured Herrings when consigned for sale. 

During the la.st season, about three hundred and fifty tons of Ling, and a small quantity 
of Cod, were cured at Shetland, — of which three hundred and twenty tons were imported 
into Ireland, the greater part into Dublin, in consequence of the price being higher here 
than elsewhere. 

The largest dried Ling usually Imported, weighs about fourteen lbs. The weight of a 
Ling, tlie greatest number of which are dried, is about five lbs. Cod weigh on average, 
when dried, about three lbs. 

A dozen of Ling, of the most general weight, sell now (wholesale) for 14s., and by re- 
tail for l6s. 2tf. A dozen of Cod, tailing an average weight, sell wholesale for 6s. Qd., and 
by retail for 8s. But the present prices are very high. 

He gave in (as requested) a list of the prices of dried Ling and Cod in Lent, since 1815. 

Cod is not imported when it can be avoided, so that he could only furnish five quotations 
during the period. It does not appear that any Irish-cured fish remained for Lent : he has 
always endeavoured to push it off before Christmas, as it does not bear keeping so well as 
Shetland fish - 



Ling rer cwt. 


Cod per cwt. 


Ling per cwt. 


Cod per cwt. 


^1815 41 




Lent 1826 20 




1816 34 


>} 


1827 22 




1817— 30 

1818— 27 


” 


1828 25 




■ ” 


1829 25 

1830 22 

1831 32 


iV 

16 


1819— 35 

1820— 31 

1821 28 


” 


1832 23 




1822—26 

1823 21 


” 


1833 21 






1834 23 




1824—28 


• 11 


1835 32 


” 


182.5—28 


. 18 


1836 32 


22 



When the Irish and Scotch-cured fish are together -in the market, that from Scotland 
bears a higher price, being of superior quality: if, however, when the Irish fish is first 
brought in, there should not be any Scotch fish in the market, the Irish will then (owing 
to the insufficiency of the supply,) obtain a higher price than may be afterwards obtained 
for the Scotch fish, when there is abundance to meet the demand. The Irish fish cured 

2C2 



Loan Funds. 



Stamp Duties on 
Small Loans. 



Management of 
Public Loan 
Funds. 



Shetland Ling and 
Cod. 



Prices of Ling and 
Cod. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




204 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

in 1835, obtained irr this way a higher price than was obtained subsequently for the Scotch 
fish on Its arrival. 

<0 «»y cured in 

^ = but at piesent it is much inferior in quality, and the quantity dried is greatly 

diminished. For these changes he assigns the following cause : — The take of fish beinff 
much less than formerly, the boats remain longer at sea t-i makeup a sufficient quantity for 
curing, by which the hsh first caught become more or less tainted, and must be difficult to 
cure. In bhetland, the boats in the shore fishery return every night, to deposit the fish 
on the curing beach, and of course the fish are then perfectly frkh. If the Irish boats were 
to fisli m company, in considerable numbers, and send in one or more every day to the curing 
station with the fish taken, the Irish cored Ling and Cod ought to be as good as the Shet° 
land fish. Ihere are however a greater number of thin (perhaps .spent) fish among those 
cured by the Rush and Skerries fishermen, than among the Shetland fish; but whether 
this arises from poverty in the Irish fish, or from the Shetland curers not shipping spent 
iLsh, lie cannot form an opinion. rr o r 

Cured Herrings, purchasing a cargo of Herrings, he would make a difference of 2^. per barrel between 

and Branding. the fish m branded and iinbranded barrels. 'I'lie brand is to a certain extent a guarantee 
for quality, but m some cases it is not. The house has received Herrings on consignment in 
branded barrels, and yet t!ie fish were spent ; still he considers the brand some Juarantee 
for the quality; it shows that the fish have been properly cured, and within a priiper time 
after being caught, in which it so far indicates quality. He would be more likely to be 
deemved in Herrings in barrels not branded, and would have more hesitation in purchasing 

irLiSA“n“cod fil.t duties existed, there were two holes (a circle and a diamond) 

Lint, and hod. led m the tail of each fish-one by the Excise Officers, (to denote allowance of the 
drawback for the salt,) and the other by the Fishery Officers, to denote allowance of the 
P^t'on- of the Shetland fish imported into Ireland is still punched by the Fish- 
ery Officers, to denote that the proper means of curing have been used ; but it is optional 
with tlie curers to have the fish inspected or not, and therefore good Ling is now imported 
without the laspection mark, fully equal in quality to that heretofore punched by the 

Dried fish is an article so easily examined, and so easily judged, he does not think the hole 
punched in the tail has the least influence with purchasers : indeed, it nevir has been con 
sidered a mark of quality here. 

1 here is in Duulm, generally, a full supply of cured Herrings, but the supply of Ling and 
Cod for the last two years has been deficient. ” 

formerly the house (of O’Neill and Stokes) imported in a season one hundred and forty 
tons of Ling ami Cod, the latter forming only' a small proportion of the whole onantitv -1 
fo the last season (1835) the Firm imported but fifty-nine tons. There were only five 
Ibibhu houses engaged in the trade fifteen years ago; at present there are eight houses 

The principal import of Scotch dried Ling and Cod into Ireland is in Dublin : indeed 
nearly the wlmle quantity is brought here. The Dublin houses supply Kilkenny, Limerick’ 
Oalway, Castlebar, Boyle, and the midland towns generally ; but at least half of the aiian’ 
tity imported is consumed in Dublin. ' ^ 

The supply of fresh fish in the Dublin markets is often inadequate to llie demand of the 
city whicli increases the consumption of cured fish ; still tlie quantity requisite for the 
mavkels is consulerablj tliminished by the alteration in the fasts of Roman Catholics. 
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JuIt/ 9, 1836. 

CoMJii.ssroNERs Present : — Colonel Burgoyne ; Messrs. Jagoe and Stanley. 
Evidence of Penzance and Arklow Fishermen engaged in taking Herrings off Howth. 



Pursuits at home. 



Penzance ant] other Cornish fishermen begin to fish about the 14th of Febrttary Tliev 
arc then employed m taking Mackerel, two or three leagues S. S. W, of the Lizard and 
they prosecute this fishery to within nine leagues of tile French shore. 

Mackerel fishing continues to summer; and is succeeded by the Herring fishery which 
IS prosecuted by Coratslimen along the British and Irish coasts until the Ind of August 
triten they return to their own coast for the Pilchard fisliery, which continues to December 
Phey also fish for Hake, Skad, &e. to rjecciiioer. 

When the Pilchard fishery is oyer, the fishermen are employed on shore at their boats 
and nets, until February, about two months. 

They all have potato ground, some to the extent of half an acre; and so much as £8 
an acre is paid by many of them for their allotments, 

Lone of them would exchange their employments as fishermen, for a certain and contI- 
nuous pmployment at Is. 6rf. a-day. > ket. uuu ana conn- 

Mackerel Fishing, There are six or seven men in each boat fitted out for the Mackerel fishery and six boat, 
fish m company. -Xj uoais 

in rfonf"”^ I®" ^'^shes 

a foot. Ihese nets hang from the surface of the water, on corks six inches asunder. 
Ih'^re are twpr,t,v-eight nets ni each oodv, i;; which seven fishermen are employed, every 
man Supplying four nets. ^ ^ 
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The Mackei-el taken are sent to English Ports by attendant boats: The British boats 

are not permitted to carry fish into France. 

Tlie Mackerel are sold by the fishermen at from Is. to £2 the hundred of six score. 

The earnings of each Cornish fisherman, in taking Mackerel, from February to summer, 
may average between £10 and £20. 

French boats, of from eighty to ninety tons burthen, are employed in the Mackerel 
fishery. The Cornish fishermen have only the upen luggers. 

Sean-nets for taking Mackerel are twelve fathoms deep and 150 fathoms long. They 
cost about £100 each. Eight or ten men are employed with a sean. The fish are tucked 
up into one boat. 

The Arklow fishermen stated that they do not take Mackerel, which are very abundant 
in the season on the Irish coast.* 

On approaching the Irish Channel for the Herring fishery, this year, the Cornish fisher- 
men saw the Flerrings first near the Scilly Islands ; they were going towards the north east. 
About mid-channel, they were in great abundance, between Land’s- End and Tuskar. They 
were then to be seen all the way up Cliannei, and were more abundant in the lower part of 
the Channel than off Howth, where the fishing was commenced, 'i he fishing would have 
been commenced lower down, if the carrying boats were there with the buyers from Skerries. 

At the Isle of Man, the supply of Herrings has been bad in the last two or three yeai-s. 

The Cornish fishermen have not observed, at any time, a sudden diminution of the quan- 
tity of fish, after the Flerring fishing has commenced, either off Howth or at the Isle of 
Man ; but it has frequently happened that a good night’s fishing is succeeded by a bad one ; 
and then the supply increases again. 

A diminution in the supply, continuing for a considerable time, in the fishing season, 
arises in the open sea fishery principally from the state of the weather. 

The take on dark nights is generally less than on bright starlight nights in which there is 
afresh breeze. The luminous appearance on the water, caused by tlie fish, is more dis- 
cernible in dark and rainy weather, than when the nights are clear and bright. 

The Cornish fishermen cast their nets at sun-set, and frequently prove them during the 
night, hauling tljem whenever they are well fished ; or, if allowed to drift the whoie night, 
hauling them as soon as daylight breaks. 

In both clear and dark weather, the Cornish nets are lumg at the same depth in the wa- 
ter, the straps being about fifteen feet long ; but the Arldow fishermen shorten their straps 
in dark weather, supposing that the fish then keep nearer the surface of the water. 

The Arldow fishermen stated, that some years ago there was an in-shore Herring fishery 
at Arldow ; but now the Herrings keep to sea, and only for the large boats at present em- 
ployed in the Fisheries, there would not be any Herrings taken. 

While the boats and nets are drifting, the Cornish men are employed in hook fishing for 
Hake, Conger, &c. 

At present the fishermen receive for Herrings at the boats 4^. per hundred of six score ; 
they received only Is. 6d. last week. The buyers in the Skerries’ boats all act as for one 
interest, and give but one price. The cadgers or fish-hawkers who come to the harbour 
for Herrings give higher prices, but the Skerries men will not permit them to buy at the 
Cornish boats. The fishermen in one of the Cornish boats were yesterday receiving 5s. ihe 
hundred from the cadgers, and some Skerries men drew off the boat alongside their own 
when-y, and forced the fishermen to sell to them at 3s. 6d. per hundred 

The Arklow fishermen are allowed to sell their Herrings where they please. 

There are in the Cornish nets fourteen pieces, each thirty-two fathoms long and eight 
deep. In the Arklow nets there are from, twenty to twenty-four pieces, eighteen fiiihoms 
long, and five and a-half deep. ' 

Tlie Cornish nets are laced together, by whicli they hang evenly in the water, and no 
opening can exist. The Arklow nets are only tied together at intervals, by which large 
openings are left, and as the nets cannot liang evenly, the meshes must be dragged. 

The Cornish nets are barked every tliird, fourth, fifth, or sixth week, as their use requires, 
and are sustained in the water with cork buoys. They are in use from five to ten years. The 
Irish nets almost generally liave inflated skins for buoys. 

The Pilchards are taken with drift nets, and sean nets, in bays, and near the liead-lands 
close Co the rocks. The seans are shot where their leads reach the bottom. 

Pilchards are never seen in Winter, after Deccmiber, or in Spring; and go to the west- 
ward in the fall of the year. They never go so far to the Eastward as the coast of Devonshire. 

Merchants are the owners of the Pilchard seans, and sixteen men are employed for each, 
at 10*-. a week. 

Three men have commonly taken five hundred Hake each night, for several succes- 
sive nights. They ai-e sold by the fishermen for It/, each, and when dried are re-sold lor 
2 j. 6d. or 3s. the score. 

The Cornishmen now consider Skad fishing very profitable. The Skad are seldom taken 
by them close to the shore. 

The boats of the Cornish fishermen ai-e of the following dimensions; 28 feet in keel, 
which is eight inches deep outside, 10 to 1 1 feet in beam, G feet deep, 36 feet long aloft ; 
they draw five feet water aft, and three forward. The hull alone costs £80, the masts, 
sails, &c. cost about £80 more; and the punt costs £6. The boats are all owned by fish- 
ermen or their families. 

The Cornisli fishermen receive no assistance in loans or contributions of any kind ; they 
rely on their own resources. 

* See Evidence taken at Arklow , for avocations of the fishermen, p, 1 84. 
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FISHING GROUNDS ON THE COASTS OF IRELAND, 

AS DESCRIBED IN THE REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

Coast of Dublin. Killiney bay, between Bray head and Dalkey, has been a gi'eat fishing bay, for Cod, 
Haddock, and Whiting, taken with long lines ; also Herrings, white Trout, and Salmon, 
taken with nets. Soundings from three to sixteen fathoms seaward. Cod, Haddock, and 
Whiting, have been but seldom taken here, in the last six or seven years. — {Lieut. Lahine, 
C. G. 0., Bray.) ’ 

Ihe fishing ground (off the coast between Bray head and Dalkey) is near a Scallop and 
Oyster bed, somewhat about from six to eight miles to sea, in the direction of the Light- 
ship. Of late years, trawling h become so general the fishing is entirely desti-oyed, or 
nearly so — {Mr. George Sotheron, Swift bank, Bray.) 

The whole of the bays of Bray and Dublin, from one mile to within four of the shore, is 
fishing ground — {Captain Neame, H. N., Inspecting Commander C. G.) ’ 

'Fhere are fishing^ grounds from Bray head to Ardglass, county Down, a distance of eighty- 
five miles in a N. E. direction We can fish at thirty miles from the shoie,' and within 
three miles of it, the greatest part of the distance. We trawl twenty miles off Bray head, 
(in from eighteen to twenty-five fathoms water,) to within five miles of the Calf of Man, 
in about thirty fathoms water. The soundings are variable, say from fifteen to sixty fa- 
thoms. I hese fishing grounds arc remarkable for flat fish, which the deep sea trawlers 
send to the Dublin market daily, throughout the year. Turbot, Brit, Sole, andlflaice; 

and a jiroportion of every other kind of deep sea fish {Mr. George Bartlett, of Ringsend, 

owner of trawl cutters^ 

There is a well known fishing ground between Rush and Lambay Island, and extending 
from the latter in^a S. E. direction about eight or ten miles. There is also good fishing 
ground in an E. S. E. direction from the bar of Malahide. The soundings average from 
twelve to thirty fathoms and more seaward. These grounds are remarkable for Cod, Had- 
dock, Ling, Whiting, Plaice, &c — {Captain Ross, R. N., Inspecting Commander, C.<?.) 

There is a fishing ground N. N. E. of the pier of Skerries, which extends about twenty- 
five miles in a N. and S. direction. There ai-e also Height-bank, six miles N. of Lambav, 
and Brower, S. of Rockabil six miles — {Lieut. Alexander, R.H., C. G. O., Skerries.) ' 

Coast of Loutli. Shar and Loden house ground, and Shar-hill bush ground, south of Drogheda bar, are 
a mile from the land, and four miles in extent, bearing north and south, and having about 
three fathoms water. There is also a fishing ground north of the bar, about two miles in 
extent, of the same bearings and soundings. The former are remarkable for Codlings 

and flat fish, the latter is a bad fishing ground {Mr. John Halsey, C. G. 0. Mouth ofJie 

Boyne.) •' 

'J’hero are fishing grounds off Clogher Head, Diinany Point, Cooly Point, and the bar of 

Carhngford, extending eastward fifteen miles in from twenty to thirty fathoms water 

{Lieut J. Irwin, R. N., Inspecting Commander C. G., Louth Coast.) 

_ Maguires Bank, Rough ground, and New Bank, off Clogher Head, E. N. E. extending 
six or seven leagues to sea, and stretching six leagues in length, in from five to fifty fathoms 
water, are remarkable for Cod, Haddock, ( onger. Ling, Mackerel, Whiting, Herrings Hake 
with all kinds of fiat fish — {Mr. R. R. Thompson, C. G. 0., Clogher Head.) ’ 

A bank of liard ground covered with large stones, and occasional ledges of rock, extends 
from Dtiuany Point, in a north-easterly direction to the coast of Down. The breadth 
of the bank at Dunany Point, is about a mile ; but south of Carliugford it may be about ten 
miles or more; on either side are sands for trawling. The rough ground is remarkable for 
Cod and Haddock, which are most numeu us in from ten to Iburteen fathoms water; but 
when the Herrings have been abundant in-shore, the Haddock on their first approach to 

the coast, resort much to the spawming ground to glut ihemseives with fry {Lieut. H. 

Rage, R. N., C. G. 0., Dunany Point.) 

There are fishing' grounds in and off Dundalk bay, which were formerly supplied plenti- 
fully with Cod, Haddock, Plaice, Brit, Soles, and other fish; but the supplies within late 
years, have almost entirely failed — {Mr. A. Metcalf, C. G. 0. Soldiers Point.) 

CoastofDown, There are four fishing grounds off Derryogue. The two hills lying about S.W. and N.E. 

one mile in extent ; the Rig lying S. W. and N. E. about half a mile in extent; the south 
ground about lialf a mile in extent, S. E. and N. W.; and the Haddock park ; all about 
three leagues off the land, and in a depth of about twenty-four fathoms at low water. The 

fish principally caught are Haddock, Cod, Ling, and ‘Whiting {Lieut. W. H. Goslinq, 

R. N., C. G. 0., Crarfield.) 

There is good trawling ground off Annalong, about fifteen miles from the shore, and ex- 
tending between ten and twelve miles E. N. E., and W. S W., and there is good gi-otmd 
lor hand lines, extending from the trawling ground, to within half a mile of the shore The 

soundings vary from six to thirty fathoms {Mr. Murrow, C. G. O., Annalonq.) 

Off Newcastle, (Dundriim Bay,) there are, the Plaice ground, one mile S. E. of the pier 
extending thije miles north and south, in five fathoms water; the Haddock ground four 
miles S. L. of the pier, extending between three and four miles north and south in from ten 
to sixteen fathoms water ; the Turbot, Brit, Plaice, and Soles ground, nine miles S. E. of 
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the pie*", extending seven or eight miles N. E. and S. W, in twenty to twenty-four fathoms 
ijvater. — {Mr. Adams, C- G. O., Newcastle.') 

North and South of Dundrum Bay, there is rough ground on which Haddock, Cod, Ling, 
and ('onger are caught, from one to eight miles off the land, and extending six or eight 
miles each way, in from six to thirty fathoms water. The bay of Dundnim is principally 
sand, on which Turbot, Soles, Plaice, and other flat fish are caught ; also Haddock, Cod, 
Ling, Gurnet, &c., at intervals. — ( Captain Daniels, li. N., Inspecting Commasider.') 

Off St. John’s Point, one continuous line of fishing ground extends along the coast at a 
distance of a quarter of a mile to two leagues from the shore, in from three to seventeen fa- 
thoms water; remarkable for Herrings, Mackerel, Haddock, Cod, Ling, Glassen, Bream, 

Pollock, Gurnet, &c., Turbot, Soles, Plaice, Brit, &c {Mr. Straem, C. G.O., St. John's 

Point.) 

Off Ardglass there is a bank of many miles extent, at a distance of between three and a 
half and five miles from the shore, bearing W. S. W. from the harbour, in from fifteen to 
thirty fathoms water. All kinds of flat fish are abundant on it, also Pladdock, and Cod, 
of very fine quality {Mr. Saunders, J. P., Ardglass.) 

The south bank (described by Mr. Saunders,) is ten miles long and three miles broad, 
bearing W. S. W. There is also, off Ardglass, the East Bank, six miles from the shore, 
four miles long and two miles broad, bearing south, in from eighteen to twenty fathoms water. 
They are remarkable for flat and round fish, and Herrings. The Herring fishery gives em- 
ployment to upwards of two hundred boats, from June to October, annually. — {Mr. Bid- 
dock, C. G. 0; Ardglass.) 

Off the coast, between Sheepland Head, and Strangford Loch, there is the Sandy Bank, 
three miles from the shore, bearing south three miles, in seventeen fathom water, remarka- 
ble for Haddnck, Codling, Whiting and Plaice {Mr. Tippet, C. G. O., Gunn's Island.) 

There are fishing grounds off Cloghy, at a distance of from three to five miles, bearing 
from E. to E. S. E, in from sixteen to twenty five fathoms water. Their extent has not been 
ascertained, in consequence of no encouragement having been given, and the inadequacy 
of the fishing gear. — (Mr. Mitchell, C. G. 0-, Cloghy.) 

There are two fishing grounds off Ballyhalbert, one about a mile and a half from the 
shore, bearing S.E. in twelve fathom water, — the other about four miles from the shore, 
bearing E.N.E. in seventeen fathom water, on which Turbot are taken; and the Carrick- 
fergus and Groorasport fishermen sometimes get a great many Codfish on the former. The 
local fishermen do not often try them. — {Mr. Webb, C.G.O., Ballyhalbert.) 

Off Donaghadee, there are. Armoury Bank, distant four miles, three quarters of a mile 
long, and one quarter broad, bearing north in ten fathom water, remarkable for Cod, Ling, 
and Plaice; Ramiiarry Bank, three miles from the shore, two and a half miles long, bear- 
ing N.E. in eighteen to twenty-five fathoms water, remarkable for Cod; the Whiting Ground, 
distant two and a half miles, about six miles long, bearing E.S.E. in twenty to thirty fathoms 
water, remarkable for Whiting and Haddock ; the Rig, three and a half miles distant, six 
miles long, half a mile broad, bearing E.S.E. in eight to .eighteen fathoms water, remarkable 
for Turbot, Plaice, Cod, Ling, &c. ; and the Race of Tide between Copeland Elands, three 
miles distant, bearing N.N.E. fi'om Donaghadee, remarkable for Lythe, Blocken, and 
rock Vodi.— {Lieut. Davis, R.N., C.G.O., Donaghadee.) 

Off Bangor the fishing ground is distant about half a mile from the shore, and extends all 
over the Loch of Belfast, in from seven to nine fathoms water ; the fish taken are Haddock, 
Cod, and flat fish (Mr. Hannay, C.G.O., Hangar.) 

The fishing ground near Carrickfergus, extends from Silver Stream westto Kilroot east, 
at a distance of three quarters of a mile from the shore, bearing south, in from three to 
eight fathoms water. It is remarkable for Cod, Codling, and flat fish — {Mr. Fenner, C. G.O., 
Carrickfergus.) 

Off’ Blackhead, four miles fronr the shore, there is a fish bank which is half a mile long, 
and a quarter broad, bearing E.S.E. from (’astlechichister ; it is remarkable for Ling, Cod, 
and Herrings {Mr. J. Sterling Culliam, C.G.O., Blackhead.) 

Between the Gobbins Head south, and Ferriss Bay north, (in Isleraagee,) there is a 
fishing ground about one mile in length, running due south from the southern end of Muck- 
island, in fourteen to eighteen fathoms water, the resort of Turbot in summer, and of Cod 
and Ling in winter.^ — {Lieut. Collins, li.N., C.G.O., Portmuck.) 

North-east of Larne Harbour, between it and the Maiden Rocks, about three and a half 
miles out, in from ten to twenty fathoms water, there is a fishing ground to which Cod re- 
s5rt, and Blockens (a species of black- Pollock,) are abundant on it. In the harbour, 
Plaice are plenty, and Mullet are also taken in it {Mr. Baylee, Principal Officer of Cus- 

toms, Lame.) 

Cod, Pollock, Mackerel, and sometipies Salmon-Trout, are caught on the outward fishing 
ground ; and within the loch there are Plaice, Mullet, and sometimes very fine Cod.— 
{Lieut. Woods, R.N., C.G.O., Larne.) 

Off Ballygelly Head, there is a reef at a distance of between one and two miles from the 
shore, on which there are four places called Trystes ; and upon these, Whiting, Pollock, 
and Cod are killed : the south Trj'ste, bearing from Ballygelly Head S.S.E. three miles, — 
the second E S.E. two miles,— the third N. one league, — the fourth N.N.W five miles; 
soundings from six to ten fathoms — {Lieut. Murray, R.N., C. G.O., Ballygelly.) 

Off Glenarm about one mile and a half from the shore, there is a bank, in from ten to 
fifteen fathoms water, on which Ling and Cod are caught. — {Lieut. Keeling, R.N., C.G.O., 
Glenarm; and Mr. Davidson.) 
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Coast of Anlnni. Cod, Ling, and Conger, are taken off the coast between Carnlough and Port-Scalben 
m from eleven to fifteen fathoms water._(Mr. Hmyerfird, C.G.O., Point of Oomn 1 

Witlun two miles of the shore, at Cnshendal, there is a fishing gronnd called B xem 
Bank, bearing north and somh, in from ten to fourteen fathoms wMer, on which Cod, Ling 

Off loiT Head two miles, bearing N.E. there is a bank about four miles in length, in 
from mghtccn to^twentj fathoms water, which is remarkable for Cod and Ling._(;Mr. Harry, 

Ballintoj or Dunsaverick Bank, extending from .Sheep Island, eastward, to Bengore 
® “ between three and four miles long, and one broad, and lies W.NIW 

and L.b. Lm having Its western end aboul thri •> - • • 

about half the distance. 



? miles from the shore, and its eastern end 



Coasl of 



, ,, , rc c , nine fathoms water on the eastern end, which deepens 

gradually to fifty fathoms at the western end. Cod, Ling, and some Turbot are caLht 
on this bank — {Lieut. Usher, R.N., C.G.O., Port BalUntm/.) ° 

Ihere is a bank of great extent about four miles from the shore, at Port Ballintrae, Ivine 
near y east and west, and beaching from Innistrahul Light to Rathin Sound, in from twenty! 
five to tliiity fathoms water. Cod, Ling, Turbot, Haddock, and Conger, are the fish priL 
cipaiy taken on it.— f Lieut. Seacole, C. G. O., Port Ballintrae.) ^ 

_ Ihe Skemes Bank, (described in the preceding statement,) extends from east to west 
SIX een miles, and is bounded on the east by Bengore Bank, and on the west by the Itinis- 
trahul Bank. It isabmit two miles broad, and distant from Port Riisli seven miles._(LK.«f. 
Davison, It.N., C.G.O., Port Rush. ) 

Donegal, _ lu Lodi Foyle, Soles and Plaice are taken ; also, great quantities of Oysters, and Her- 
rings. 1 tiere is also good fishing ground off Kinnego and Glenegad headfand, where Tur- 
hot are taken, also great quantities of Cod, Ling, and Eels. Salmon are taken all along 
the coast.— f The Rev. J. W. Staples, Moville.) ^ 

There is a Turbot bank about two or three miles off the eastern end of Innistrahul 
island, about two miles long, and one third of a mile broad, in from twenty to thirty fathoms 
water. It is between eleven and thirteen miles off the nearest mainland, (Ross Head I 
bearing fi om it about M.N.E., and is said to be one of the best banks for Turbot and Cod 
along this coast- 

In Inmstraluil Sound, there is a bank about half way between the island and the main 
neaHy a mile in extent, with from thirty to forty fathoms water, q'hls bank is remarkable 
for Cod, Orreylords, and Plaice. 

The Hempton llank, (or High Bank,) lies about twenty-five or thirty miles eastward of 
lirmone,— (It is distant from Loch Foyle five or six leagues, and N.E. from Innishowen 
Head,)_and is about three or four miles long, and one broad, in from thirteen to thirty 
fathoms water, lliis bank is famous for liirbot and Cod, but is not so much fished as the 
Innistrahul Bank, oM-ing to its being so remote. 

OfFDunmore Head about two or three mile.s, there is a bank about a mile in extent 
hvS S' Ph£"' fathoms water. This is also remarkable for Cod, Grey- 

Besides these banks, other parts of the coast are fished.— (Lieaf. Harve,/, R.K., C. G O 
Port Redjord.) ’ ’ 

Between Carrickavoile Point and Carrickabreaky Bar, there are Otternamoile and seve- 
twenty miles off the {Mr. Batchelor, C.G.O., Malin 

_ Otternamoile Bank runs from Hempton Bunk to Tory Island, lyinrr E N E and W S W 
in from tlii;ee to forty-five fathoms water. It is remarkable for Cod,°Litig, Glassen, Had- 
dock, and Turbo — Dunlop, Inspecting Commander C. G., Cam, Loch Swill,/.) 

At the entrance of Loch Swilly there is a bank on which only Cnd are taken - it is ahont 
three miles from Dunaff Head, bearing abmit west, and near the middle of the Swilly one 
Duna^IIeaT)^^^’'^'^'^'^’ ^’^'™ty-four fathoms water.~(Lieut. Pmjnter, R.N., C.G.O., 

SnE' Foit exceptLoeh Swilly, in which Turbot, Dorees. 

fat •“ken.-(«r.i;av- 

A fishing gronnd lies between Fannet Point and Melmore Head, at a distance of from 
one mile to six off shore — {Mr. Hams, C. G. O., Mulroy ) 

There is good fishing ground in Slieephaven water, between Horn Head and Melmore 

ttn.'f “ J-*', to the north of Fannet Light House, 

distant fi oin the Land between three and twelve leagues, In from twenty to seventy fathoms 
p , .-'■''f’gtooi’tlsttre remarkable for Cod, Ling, Haddock, Pofiock, red Ld grey 
^ Honiogs— (Lieat. Steyhai, S. N., C.G^ol 

Between Horn Head and the islands of Innisbolin, Innisbeg, and Dovey, there Is a sna- 
cioiis l>i>y of SIX or seven tndes, with clean bottom in from one to thirty-fire fathoms water 
Hire, all kmdi of round and flat fi.sli are taken, when looked for, and when the bar and 

vvcather permit.-! I., rat, llPO/addery, ° 

l ie fishermen .say that there is a bank extending from Tory Island to Teilen Head at 
a distance of about seventeen miles from the land, in from thirty-five to forty-five Sh™s 
water, and hat another bank crosses it from Arranmore liglit-hoiise, about N. W.by W ■ 

‘‘■I kinds ^ C.O.O., Rutland Idand.) ^ 

Off Port Noo, beaimg N. W., in thirty-five fathoms water, distant twelve miles from 
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shore, there is a fishing ground for Cod, Ling, and other round fish. Inside the head- Coast of Donegal, 
lands there are Turbot, Sole, and Plaice. — (Jl^r. N. Webb, C. G. 0., Portnoo.) 

The Daurus fishing-ground extends along the coast from Fanmore to Dunmore Head 
about three or four leagues off shore, in from from forty to fifty fathoms water. The fish- 
ermen cannot describe the bearings. This ground is remarkable for all kinds of fish usual 
on the Irish coast. — {Lieut. Wall, R.N., C.G.O., Daurus.') 

There is a bank off Malinbeg, between four and eight miles from the shore, extending 
twenty miles from north to soutli, in from thirty to fifty fathom water. It is remarkable 
for Cod and Ling.*. — {Mr. Hall, C.G.O., Malinbeg^ 

The whole of Donegal Bay abounds in fish— Turbot, Cod, Ling, Haddock, Hake, Glassen, 

Conger, Herring, Mackerel, Skad, Sprat, &c — {Lieut. Hamilton, R.N., C.G.O., Trijbane.) 

There are not any particularly defined fishing-grounds in the bay, near Killybegs. Fish 
are found almost every where beyond two miles from the shore. Cod, Ling, and Hake are 
most frequently taken. — {Capt. Shairp, R.N., Inspecting Commander C.G.) 

There is a sandy flat at the southern end of the ridge forming the south side of the har- 
bour of Donegal, extending about three miles each way, in from three to twenty-five fa- 
tlioms water. The centre of this bank bears from the Water Guard Station at Dooran 
Rock about two and a-half miles S. S. E. Cod, Ling, Hake, Turbot, and sometimes 
Herrings in abundance, are taken on it. — {Mr. Christian, 0-fficer of Customs, Ballyshannon.) 

At Mullaghmore, all sorts of fish may be caught, in from four to thirty fathoms water, Coast of Sligo, 
across the bay of Donegal {Lieut. M^Clean, R.N., C.G.O., Mullaghmore.) 

At Milk Harbour there is a Turbot-bank in about twenty fathoms water, two and a-half 
miles fro.m the shore. There is good Cod fishing in every part of Sligo Bay, and on the 
ledge between Aughris Head and Haulbowline Island, in about fifteen fathoms water. 

Near Portavad, about a mile and a-half from shore, there is a Turbot bank in ten or 
twelve fathoms water. Abput two miles from Inniscrone, there is’a Turbot bank, (in Killalla 
Bay,) one mile and a^half in extent, bearing about S. W. and N. E., in ten or twelve fa- 
thoms water. 

Along the Sligo coast, as well as in the bays of Donegal, Sligo, and Killalla, all kinds of 
fish may be taken, in from ten to thirty fathoms water.f— (Z<zeMt. Clifford, R.N., Inspecting 
Commander C. G.) 

Between Kilcummin Head and Downpatrick Head, in from fifteen to thirty-five fathoms Coast of Mayo, 
water, there is excellent fishing ground, remarkable for Turbot, Sole, Cod, Ling, Haddock, 

Hake, and all kinds of fish. — {Lieut. Raymond, R.N., C.G.O., Lacken.) 

I'li&re is a fishing bank, whieli extends along the north coast of Mayo, from Downpatrick 
Head westward, about three miles distant from the shore, and in some places five miles 
wide ; the soundings from thirty to forty-five fathoms. There is also good fishing closer to 
the shore. The bank is remarkable for Turbot, Cod, Ling, Haddock, and Hake. In-shore 
the fish taken are Whiting, Glassen, Conger, Gurnet, Pollock, Mackerel, Herrings, Skad, 
and'-Skate, with a great quantity of Soles.— (Liewt. Sterne, R.N., Inspecting Commander C.G^ 

East and west of Kid Island, (at the entrance of Broad Haven,) there are fishing grounds 
in from thirty-eight to forty-four fathoms water ; the eastern ground is nearly a mile in ex- 
tent. — {Lieut. Henri, R.N., C.G.O., Doonkeehan.) 

Banks on which Turbot, Soles, Plaice, Skate, Cod, Ling, Glassen, Conger, &c. abound, 
extend from off the Stags of Broad Haven to South Inniskea, in eighteen to thirty fathoms 
water, bearing S. E. and N. W., and from the main land (within the limits described^ 

S.W.andN. W. ^ 

There is a Sunfish bank, in from forty to fifty fathoms water, about due west from Achil 
Head, and distant forty or fifty miles ; and there is another between Achil Head and Erris 
Head, about three leagues W. N. W., in thirty fathoms water. 

In the reign of George II., tlie Dutch paid a considerable sum to be allowed the privi- 
lege of fishing on these banks. The Sunfish banks have been unattended to within the last 

five years. On the others, fish are known to be as abundant as ever. {Lieut. Nugent, 

R.N., Inspecting Commander C.Gn Belmullet.) 

In Blacksod Bay, Clew Bay, and their connecting channels, all sorts of fish are found, 
from the Turbot to the Herring and ^rat. Die most frequented fishing grounds are off 
Saddle Head, Achil Head, Annagh, Dugurt Harbour, Ridgepoint, (Bullsmouth,) Achil 
Sound, the skirting of Clew Bay, (washing Currane district,) and the island of Achilbeg, 

Dueg(i Harbour, Keel, and Duoma, witli Keem. Their distance from the shore varies from 
one half mile to nine leagues. Die extent of the grounds off Bullsmouth, and in Achil 
Sound, is not great; the other grounds are of very great extent. Their soundings vary from 
two to ten fathoms, and along the Heads even to sixty fathoms.— (TAe i2eu. ikf.Cono^Z?/. 

P.P., Achil.) *'’ 

The bank of Clew Bay is distant from CuiTane Point one mile, from Achilbeg half a 
mile, from Clare Island one mile and a-half, and from Ruana Point two miles. It reaches 
from the sound between Achilbeg and Clare Island, up the bay, four or five miles, and 
varies in breadth from one mile to three. It bears N. W. and S. E. The soundings are 
from eighteen to thirty fatlioms. The fish taken on it are Cod, Ling, Haddock, Glassen 
and Conger, with some flat fish. — {Mr. J. Rutledge, C.G.O., Achilbeg.) ’ 

* See Evidence taken at Killybegs. 

t See Mr. Nimmo’s Coast Survey, Appendix, p. 62. 

2 D 
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From October to April, fishermen rarely resort to Achil Sound in vain, for Cod, Lino- 
Haddock, and Whiting ; and immediately westward of it is the open Ocean, which may be 
considered fishing ground for twenty leagues, extending north and south about the same dis- 
tance. — {Mr. Copplestone, C.G.O., Old Head.) 

There is a Herring fishery along the coast from Ruana Point to Cramp Island, at the 
Killeries, distant two or three miles from the shore. The principal fishing ground is at the 
Killeries, celebrated for Herrings, Mackerel, Bream, Whiting, and several kinds of small 

fish. There is a Cod fish bank off Cramp Island, one mile, bearing N. N. E {Atioiuj- 

mous Return.) 

There is a Ashing bank about six or seven leagues westward of Bofin Island, extending from 
near Slyne Head (county Galway) to the westward of Achil Head, in from thirty to forty 
fathoms water. On this bank there is plenty of Cod, Ling, and Conger ; and it has been 
famous for the Sunfish or Basking Shark, many of which were taken in the spring of the 
year {Colonel Thompson, Killeries, county Gahcay.) 

Within about two miles of Innisturk Island, bearing from N. W. to S., there is a Flerrinv 
fishery; and within about three miles of Bofin Island, bearing from N. W. to S. E., there 
is also a Flerring fishery. Tlie Cod and Ling fishery of the latter island extends from its 
.shore about ten miles, bearing from W. N. W. to N. E.* — {Mr. Phillips, C.G..O, Bofin 
Island.) 



The fishing ground of Cleggan Bay, soundings from seven to twelve fathoms, and Bar- 
rett’s Ground, N. W. from Ross Point, also Glana Ground, N. N. W. from Ross Point, 
soundings from twelve to twenty fathoms, are remarkable for Cod, Ling, Pollock, Mackerel, 
fiat Fish, Bream, and Herrings. — {LieutenaM Warren, R. N., C. G. O., Cleggan^ 

There is a bank along the whole of the Galway coast, which extends from Inmskea, off 
the coast of Mayo, to the islands of Arran ; about this bank, and still further to sea, are to 
be found the Basking Shark, or Sunfish. — {Mr. MocDonnell, Clifden.) 

I am unacquainted with the extent of the great bank which extends along the coast of 
Cunemara. It is ten leagues westward of Slyne Head, (Galway) and Achil Head, (Mayo) 
and is said to be connected with that of Newfoundland. The soundings are from thirty to 
sixty fathoms, and the bank is remarkable for Cod, Ling, and Conger ; it is, however, sel- 
dom fished on, the boats on the coast being too small to venture so far to sea, althougli the 
best fishing on it is in the early part of summer. Great quantities of fish have been taken 
on it by Avherries of from twenty to forty tons burden, belonging to Skerries, on the Dublin 
coast. This bank was remarkable until within the last few years for the Sunfish, many of 
which were taken by the boats of the coast, and produced, on average, from five to eight 
barrels of the finest oil. 

There is excellent fishing for Cod and Ling along the coast, from Slyne Head to High 
Island ; and during autumn there is excellent fishing for Mackerel and Pollock, in Cleggan 
and Ballinakil Bays, and at the Killeries. — {Mr. D’Arcy, of Clifden Castle.) 

Tramore Bank, two miles from the shore, between Slyne Head and Crua, north and 
south, in from thirty to forty fathoms water, is remarkable for Cod, Ling, Haddock, flat 
Fish, Gurnet, Whiting, Pollock, Mackerel, and Herrings. — {Mr. Burtchaell, C. G. O., Man- 
nin Bayl) 

Tlie principal fishery, and the one of most value, giving the greatest employment, is that 
for Herrings, which commences about Christmas, at which period these fish, in immense 
quantities, generally fall into some of the numerous bays upon the coast : at one season into 
Casheen Bay, (ireatman’s Bay, and Costello; at other times into Birterbuy and Round- 
stone, and not unfrequently into the bays north of Slyne Head ; in some years they are 
taken all along the coast. — {Mr. Morris, Clifden.) 

The nearest fishing grounds to Roundstone are called the Skirds, which are three leagues 
lo S. W. ; they are remarkable for Cod, Ling, Haddock, Hake, Whiting, &c. &c.— (Mr. 
King, Roundstone.) 

From Slyne Head to Mace Head it is all fishing ground, extending twelve or fourteen 
miles from the shore, and bearing S. E. and W. N. W., in from five to twenty-five fathoms 
water. Turbot, Cod, Ling, Gurnet, Herrings, Mackerel, &c., are taken on it. — {Lieuten- 
ant Hunter, R. N., C. G.O., Imislacken.) 

Westward of the Arran Isles, twenty miles, there is a bank, in about sixty fathoms waiez', 
wliich extends from near Loop Head (at the Shannon mouth) to Slyne Head. Black Pol- 
lock, Cod, and Ling, are taken on it. There is another bank, at the western end of 
Gregory’s Sound, in fifty to sixty fathoms water, stretching about four leagues to the 
southward, on which Cod, Ling, and most kinds of flat fish, are taken. There is another 
bank eastward of the isles, extending from Straw Island to Black Head, (on the coast of 
Clare) in thirty to thirty-five fathoms water, on which all the fish already named are taken. 
{Mr. D' Alton, C. G 0., Arran Isles.) 

In every part of Galway Bay, three miles from the shore, fish are caught, in seven to 
twelve fathoms water. — {Lieut. Kemp, C. G. O., Bama.) 

'ITie whole of Galway Bay, sheltered by the Arran Isles from the Atlantic, being about thirty- 
five miles in length, from east to west, and five to twenty-five in breadth, having a depth 
o water at the entrance of twenty to thirty-five fathoms, and on the inner part of the bay 
of six to twelve fathoms, is remarkable for the finest description of fish in their seasons, viz. 

* See Mr. Niinmo’s Survey, Appendix, No. 17, for his account of the Fishing Grounds off the 
Coast of Mayo. 
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Turbot, Cod, Ling, Haddock, Garnet, Hake, Glassen, Soles, Plaice, Dorees, Halibut, 
Mackerel, Herrings, &c. — {Capt. Wyiin, R. N., Inspecting Commander C. G.) 

There are fishing banks on the Malbay coast of Clare, which extend from the isles of 
An-an to Loop Head, N. N. W., and southerly, and thence eastward in the Shannon. The 
fishincf is pursued at the distance of one mile from the shore to six leagues, in from twenty 
to fifty-five fathoms water. Turbot, Cod, Ling, Haddock, Hake, Soles, and other flat 
Fish, with Whiting, Gurnet, and Mackerel, are, during their seasons, in great abundance on 
these banks. — {Lieut. White, R. N., Inspecting Commander C. G.) 

All along the Malbay coast, the gi-ound is foul for about one mile off shore ; from this 
foul ground the fishing bank extends in the offing; and with the exception of some foul 
crround, here and there, which the fishermen avoid by land marks, the bottom is fine sand, 
and the soundings pretty even. — {Mr. Patterson, Kilrush.) 

The river Shannon, from Loop Head to Scattery Island, twenty-one miles in length, 
'and from five to twelve miles in breadth, is fishing ground; and from nine miles within the 
Shannon’s mouth, to the distance of twenty miles seaward, there is also fishing ground, 
with abundance of Cod, Ling, Haddock, Turbot, Soles, Plaice, Thornbaek, Dorees, 
Ray, &c. ; also, (in their seasons) prodigious quantities of Mackerel and Skad. — ( The Rev. 
Malachy Duggan, P. P. of Moyarta and Kilballyowen.) 

There is a Turbot bank in the mouth of the Shannon, about a mile and a half off Lick 
Castle, (north of Cashin river,) which is three miles and a half long. It runs about S. W., 
and N. E., in a depth of from five to nine fathoms at low water. Turbot, Haddock, red 
Gurnet, Pollock, and Plaice, are taken on it — {Mr. Dexter, C. G. 0., Beah.) 

The whole of Tralee and Brandon Bays are fished over sometimes quite close to the 
shore; at other times the fishing is more distant. The extent of Tralee Bay is fourteen 
miles by twenty, bearings S. E. and N. W., soundings seven to ten fathoms. Turbot, Soles, 
Dorees, Cod, red Gurnet, Whiting, Ray, Conger, Mullet, Mackerel, Skad, Bream, 
Herrings, and Pilchards, are taken. — {Lieut. Simmons, R. N., C. G. 0., Castle Gregory.) 

S. E. from Brandon Quay, two miles and a half, lies the White Bank, in from six to 
seven fathoms water, remarkable for flat Fish, 'Wliiting, Pollock, and Bream. E. N. E., from 
the Quay, about four milfes, lies Cappagh Bank, in from fourteen to seventeen fathoms 
water, with rocky bottom, extending N. N. E., and S. S. W., two miles, and half a mile 
broad; it is remarkable for Hake, Whiting, Bream, and 'Wliiting-Pollock. Brandon Head 
Bank lies west from Brandon Bay about nine miles ; distant from the nearest shores two 
miles ; one and a half mile broad ; and remarkable for Cod, Ling, Pladdock, and Conger. 
Dyer, C. G. O., Brandon.) 

There is an extensive bank about fifteen leagues N. W. of the Blaskets, but it is not fish- 
ed by the inhabitants of this Coast, as their boats are unfit — {Mr. Woodhouse, late Officer 
of Fisheries.) 

In tlie Blasket Sound, off Dunmore Head, and off the S. E., and S. W. parts of the great 
Blasket Island, about one mile from the shore, Turbot, Soles, Plaice, Cod, Pollock, and 
Bream, are taken. There is a most excellent Turbot bank between Beginnis, and the great 
Island. I have myself, with a small spillard, caught from twenty-five to twenty-eight fine 
large Turbot in one tide, on three successive days, some weighing from twenty to thirty 
pounds. {Lieut. Thompson, R. N., C. G. O., Ferriter's Cove.) 

Dingle Bay is remarkable for Cod. Ling, Conger, Whiting, Haddock, flat Fish, Glas- 
sen, and Hake, which are taken at a distance of one mile to nine from the shore, in eighteen 
to forty fathoms water. — {Lieut. Cartwright, R. N., C. G. O., Dingle.) 

There is a bank extending from Brea Head towards the Blaskets, in ten to forty fa- 
thoms water ; bearings, fourteen miles N. W., twelve N. and seventeen N. E. ; remark- 
able for Cod, Ling, Hadddck, Glassen, Conger, Whiting, red Gurnet, and flat Fish. From 
Brea Head to Puffin Island, there is a very good ground for Cod, Ling, Haddock, and 
Conger, extending three miles N. and S., and three miles E. and W., in about thirty fa- 
thoms water. There is also good ground S. and S. E. of Puffin Island, about six miles 
long and four broad, reckoning the breadth from the main land : the soundings vary from 
fifteen to twenty and thirty fathoms, and it is remarkable for Cod, Ling, Conger, Whiting, 
flat Fish, and Hake. There is another N. and N. W. of the Skelligs, from two 'to six miles 
off shore, on which Cod and Haddock are taken. There is a good fishing ground for 
Hake, immediately round the Skellig Rock. I have seen Hake taken there in abundance. 
All these grounds have a sandy bottom. — {Rev. F. A. Chute, Cahirciveen^ ^ 

Ballinskellig Bay is fished il over; soundings from thirty-five to ten fathoms. From Bal- 
linskellig Bay to Kenroare river, there are ten or twelve small banks, the furthermost more 
than a league from the main land, bearing S. W. and their soundings varying from thirty 
seven fathoms to thirty-four, twenty-five, thirteen, and even two fatlioms. Next in line to 
Ballinskellig Bay is St. Finean’s Bay, also fished all over and considered one of the best 
spots on the coast, soundings forty to twelve fathoms, llie bank extends nearly a league 
to the Westward, and continues along the coast to Brea Head ; soundings twenty-five to 
thirty-five fathoms. The whole of the river Kenmare, I believe to be a continued fishing 
ground from a little below the towm to the sea ; the soundings at the mouth are thirty-six or 
thirty-seven fathoms, and from about half way up ten or twelve fathoms, to within a mile 
of the town. Turbot, Soles, Plaice, Hake, Cod, Ling, Haddock, Whiting, Gurnet, and 
a great variety of other fish are taken on these banks. As there are not any but open boats 
on this Co^t, it is only the banks within a league of the shore that are frequented and 
known.— (il/r. J. O'Connell, M. P., DerrynaneAUey.) 

2D2 
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The Lack Bank, distant about three leagues from the .shore at Westcove, (North of Ken- 
mare river,) and the same distance from Cod’s Head, is remarkable for Turbot, Cod, Ling 
Haddock, Conger, Mackerel, and Skad {Mr. Noble, C. G. 0., Westcove.) 

There are several fishing banks between the Dursey Island and Bantr}' ; some of them 
five leagues from the mainland; bearings S. S. W., and S. E.; soundings thirty to fifty fa- 
thoms ; Turbot, Soles, Cod, Ling, Haddock, Conger, Mackerel, &c. are taken on them. 
{Mr. Skinner, C. G. 0. Berehaven.) 

The Lack Bank, is three leagues S. W. of Bere Island, one mile long, and half a mile 

broad, soundings on the rock fifty fathoms, and eighty about it {Lieut. Bawdier, B.N., 

Bere Islandi) 

Through the whole length of Dunmanus Bay, soundings from ten to thirty fathoms, 
Hake, Haddock, and Whiting, are taken with hooks and trammel nets, and Mackerel, 
Skad, Pilchards and Herrings, with scans and othernets {Mr. Harvey, C. G. O., Dunma- 
nus Bay.) 

Tonson’s Bank, bearing S. W. from Mizen Head, one mile by twelve in extent, and 
eight leagues distant from the shore; Mountain Bank, bearing W.from Mizen Head, four 
leagues by one in extent, and seven leagues from the shore ; New Rock, W. S. W., from 
Mizen Head, and four leagues distant ; Outer Rock, W. N. W., from New Rock, one 
league distant; Will Shea’s Rock, N. E. from Outer Rock, one league distant; also Outer 
Ground, eight leagues S. S. W. of Cape Clear. These rocks are remarkable for Cod, Ling, 
Haddock, and Conger. The soundings are from thirty-five to eighty fathoms. — {Mr. Coo- 
per, C. G. 0. Crookhaven.) 

The Loughard Sands, bearing S. E. to S^. S. W. of Long Island, one to six miles; 
soundings ten to forty fathoms; extent, three to six miles; are remarkable for all kinds of 
fish. — {Mr. Baldwin, C. G. 0. Long Island.) 

The principal fishing ground on this part of the Coast, (Baltimore,) is the Nymph Bank, 
bearing about south, in sixty fathoms water, thirty miles distant, and remarkable for Cod, 
and Ling. Along the Coast within twenty-five miles, Cod, Ling, Haddock, &c. are taken 
in from twelve to forty fathoms water.— (Mr. Caghlan, C. G. O. Baltimore.) 

Cod, Ling, Haddock, Whiting, Bream, and Skate, are taken on all parts of this coast in 
siimmei', close to the shore, in from twelve to twenty fathoms water, and in winter farther 
off in deeper water. Small quantities of Turbot, Soles, and Plaice, are taken within bays 
in summer, by tlie Cove trawlers.— C Mr. C. French, C. G. O., Barlogue.) 

7'here is a fishing ground called Charles Bank, about seven mOes from the Stags of Cas- 
tlehaven, which extends four miles to the westward, in twenty-four to twenty-seven fathoms 
water ; about a mile southward there is fifty fathoms water, continuing to the Nymph Bank, 
on which soundings vary from thirty-five to forty fathoms, and sixty to sixty-five fathoms 
both outside and inside. S. S. W. of Galley Head three miles, and extending twenty-five 
leagues south, there is also good fishing ground. The fish principally taken are Cod, Ling, 
Haddock, Pollock, Hake, Turbot, and Conger, sometimes Halibut.-^ ( Lieut. Tavlor, R. N. 
C. G. 0., Castle Toumse7id.) 

There is another fishing ground, lately discovered by the Fishermen, which lies about 
twenty-one miles south of the Harbours of Castle Townsend and Glandore, and extends 
along the coast, _ in from sixty to - seventy fathoms water; it abounds with all kinds of fish 
known on the Irish Coast. Between Cape Clear and Sheep Head, it is not more than eight 
or, ten miles from the shore.— (Mr. Z>OT2t>m72, of Squince.) 

At the distance of one league from Glandore, bearing south, is the Mead Bank, running 
cast and west two leagues in extent, and fiimous for all descriptions of fish usualh’ taken on 
tlie coast. The depth of water is twenty fathoms, and the bottom is sandy. At the dis- 
lance of four miles, also bearingsouth, is the foul ground called Corrignabologue, extending 
from the Long Strand to Cape Clear, two miles broad, in fi'om seven to twenty-four fa- 
thoms water ; Cod, Ling, Conger, and Bream, are found on it in great abundance, llie 
bank, supposed to be a continuation of the Nymph, runs the whole length of this district, 
(Long Strand to Bantry)'at the distance of about fifteen leagues from the shore. It has 
.sixty fathom.s water on a brown, sandy bottom, and is remarkable for Cod and Ling. 
There are a great many fishing grounds within these banks, celebrated for Hake and everv 
otiier kind of fish usual on this coast. - {Mr. Edwards, C. G. 0., Glandore.) 

Within four or five miles of the shore, at Duimycove, is the Haking Ground, which ex- 
tends troin Galley Head to Cork Head. — {Lieut Speeh, C. G. 0., Durmycovei) 

Inside Clonakilty Bay, between Galley Head and Seven Heads, there is fishing ground 
at various places ; and outside the bay, about three leagues, S. S. W. from its centre, there 
is another fishing ground. Haddock, Cod, Ling, Hake, Turbot, &c. are taken.— ( Lieut. 

Tracey, R.N., C.G.O., Barrycove.) 

''1 he entire of Courtmacsherry Bay is fishing ground. Tlie Haking Ground is called tlie 
Race, and is from ten to twelve miles distant from the laud, in thirty to fifty fathoms water : 
bearings by compass, S.E. to S.W. — {Lieut. Quadling, R.N , C.G O., Courtmacsherry.) 

1 he inner and outside Mead, remarkable for Hake, are S.E. of Robertscove, in twelve 
to thirty fathoms water. — f Lieut. Masters, R.N., C.G.O., Robei'tscove.J 

1 he banks called the Mead, are about three miles from the shore, two miles in extent, 
Iroin S.S.W. to N.N.E., and remarkable for Hake, Cod, Ling, and Haddock. 

liirbot Bank,” lying between the lands which form the entrance of Cork Harbour, about 
half a mile from each shore, is but one Ininrlred yards in extent from W. to E. : soundings, 
fifteen- feet at low. water. Small Cod and Hat fish are more commonly taken on it tlian 
Turbot. 
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There are extensive banks at a greater distance, which abound with fish, but they are not 
frequented by the small inefficient boats of this creek. — {Mr, Hall, C.G.O., Crosshaven, at 
the mouth of Cork Harhour.'} 

There is trawling ground within Cork Head and Poor Head, extending about two miles 
seaward, and five east and west, in from five to ten fathoms water. Turbot, Soles, Plaice, 
Brit, Dorees, and Skate, are taken in thq trawls. 

The Turbot Bank at the entrance of Cork Harbour, extends nearly a quarter of a mile 
each way. 

The Mead Banks extend along the whole district, east and west, abouttwelve miles S.E. 
from this part of the coast. — {Lieut Colston, R.N., C.G.O., Cove^ 

The whole coast seven leagues off, in forty-five fathoms water, is fishing ground, on which 
Turbot, Soles, Plaice, Cod, Ling, Haddock, Hake, Conger, Pollock, Whiting, Gurnet, 
Mackerel, Skad, Herrings, and Pilchards, are abundant in their seasons.— Dennehv, 

R. N., C.G.O., Ballycotton, Youghal.^ 

The Bay of Ballycotton is a fishing ground, used by trawlers, and for trammel-nets. From 
Ballycotton to Cable Island, the ground is foul ; and Cod, Conger, Whiting, Pollock, &c., 
are taken on it, in seven to nine fathoms water. — {Mr. Henry Eels Roderick, Youyhal.) 

Youghal Bay, from Cable Island to Ai-degenna Head, contains fishing grounds : Whiting 
Bay and Channel Way, soundings of each, eleven fathoms ; Crassick, eight fathoms ; the 
Pool, six fathoms ; the Guileen, seven fathoms ; and Scolbert, eleven fathoms : none of 
these lie more than a league from the harbour’s mouth, S.S.E. ; and when bait fall in. 
Hake and other fish are then abundant on them, but not otherwise. To the S.S.E. of 
Cable Island about two leagues, lies Harold, in twenty to twenty-seven fathoms w’ater ; and 
between Harold and Channel Way lies Haking Ground, in sixteen fathoms water, Ardmore 
Bay, between Ardmore Head and Mine Head, is also a fishing ground ; soundings from 
eight to ten fathoms. About a league S.S.E. from Ardmore Head, is a fishing ground, 
varying in depth from twenty to twenty-seven fathoms. The best fishing ground on the 
coast of Waterford, is the Mead of Dungarvan, extending from Mine Head, east of Ard- 
more Bay, to (it is said) near the Hook Tower, east of Waterford Flarbour : it bears about 

S. E. ; the soundings along shore are from seven to twelve fatlioms, and off to sea forty 
fathoms ; fish are taken on it close in-shore, and it is remarkable for Hake. 

Between this coast and the Nymph Bank, (distant about eleven leagues S.E. and S.W.,) 
Cod and Ling are abundant in forty-two fathoms water ; but at present this fishery is almost 
useless. The Nymph Bank abounds with fish y but it is seldom visited from this coast. — 
{Mr. Roderick.') 

The boundary of what is commonly called the Dungarvan fishing district, is the Hook 
Tower on the east, and Ardmore Head on the west, an extent of ten leagues. The dis- 
tance from the shore is five leagues. The fish most abundant in this district, are Cod, Ling, 
Hake, Haddock, and Glassen. — ( Colonel Currey, Lismore Castle^ 

The ledge stretching across Tramore Bay, from west to east, a league in lengtli, in four- 
teen fathoms water, is remarkable for Cod, Ling, and Hake. On Berthnaringa, a spotofthe 
Islands Ikean, lying east and west, two miles in length, in about fourteen fathoms water, 
the islands bearing south about two miles, — ail kinds of fish, usual on this coast, are abund- 
ant. The Veagh, (the best ground,) extending E.S.E., and W.S.W. one half mile, about 
one league W.S.W. of great Newtown Head, in from sixteen to twenty fathoms water, is 
remarkable for all kinds of fish.— (X^wt. Scudamore, R.N., C.G.O., Islands Ikean.) 

There is, generally speaking, good fishing ground all along the coast. A Cod bank ex- 
tends about thirty miles S.S. W. of the Hook Tower ; and there is excellent trawling ground 
extending from Waterford Harbour towards the Cod Bank, in from ten to thirty^fatlioms 
water. — {Lieut. Bayshot, Inspecting Commander C. G.) 

There is a fishing ground between Slade and the Saltees, about a league distant, S.E. in 
fifteen fathoms water; and there is a Cod bank five leagues S.S.K in twenty-four fathoms 

water : these grounds are remarkable for Cod, Ling, Hake, Gurnet, Wliiting, &c {Mr. 

Breen, Slade.) 

Off this coast, (between Templetown Cove' and Bannow Ferry,) the Nymph Banlc is sit- 
uated about fifteen miles, bearing about S.S.W.: but none of the boats are so large as to 
induce the fishermen to venture beyond the range of the Saltees and the Flook Tower.— 
( Mr. Wood, C. G. O., Fethard.) . 

Tlie fishing grounds nearest to the pier of Kilmore are about three leagues round the 
Saltee Llands, bearing south of the pier about two leagues. The fish principally taken are 

Cod, Ling, Pollock, Gurnet, Turbot, Mackerel, Flerrings, and Pilchards {Mr. Boxwell, 

of Sarshill^ 

There are two banks off the Bar of Lough ; the first, one mile and a half distant, bearing 
S.W., remarkable for Pollock and Lobsters; the other, three miles distant, bearing S.E. to 
S.S.W., remai-kable for Cod, Ling, Conger, and Bream:— ("Afr. Read, C.G.O° Bar of 
Lough) •' 

A bank, the east end of which bears about S.S.E. from Carnsore Point, extends westerly, 
upwards of two miles, within a mile from the shore : it is about a mile broad, and in from 
ten to twenty-five fathoms water : Bream are taken on it from June to September —(Lieut 
Essd, R.N., C.G.O., Carnsore.) 

Off Ballygeary, the fishing gi-ounds are the Mead Bank and New-Ground, for God fish- 
Shoal- Rock for Cod and Bream; Plough-Rock for Pollock; Sheer for Cod, Ling 
and Bream ; the Mead of Tiiskar for Pollock, there in great abundance ; and the Mead 
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Coast of Wpxford. about two miles outside Tuskar, for Cod, Ling, Turbot, Brit, Conger, and Skad. Tbese 
grounds are between one mile and ten from shore.— (Mr. Bates, C.G.O., Ballygeary.) 

From Bannow to Greenore Point, there is generally foul ground, remarkable for all sorts- 
offish taken with lines, also for Lobsters; and from Greenore Point to Blackwater Head, 
comprising the south and north bays of Wexford, there is good trawling ground. — (Mr~ 
Talbot, M.P.) 6 s V. , 

The fishing ground between Greenore Point and Blackwater Head is ten miles long and 
seven miles from the shore, bearing N.E. to S.W., in from two to twelve fathoms water, 
and remarkable principally for Soles and P\&icQ.— {Captain Pritchard, B.N., Inspecting Com- 
mander C. tr.) 

Along the east coast of Wexford, Trawl-fish, Cod, and Herrings, are abundant in their 
seasons, about nine miles to sea, in from two to eighteen fa.thoms water . — {Captain Boileau, 
R.N., Inspecting Commander C. G.) 

Glassgorman Bank, three miles from Ballymoney, four miles in length, bearing N.E. 
and S.W. in one and a half to seven fathoms water, is remarkable for Herrings. — (31r. Ste- 
vens, C.G.O., Ballymoney^ 

Coast of Wicklow. A fishing ground extends from Wicklow Head to Cahore Point, (Co. Wexford,) being 
about twenty-six miles, to the distance of eight miles from shore, bearing from Arklow 
E.N.E., and S.S.W'., in from two to eighteen fathoms water : it is remarkable for Herrings, 
Codfish, and Oysters. — {Mr. Price, 'Aiddow.) 

Cod and Ling are taken on the Arklow Bank, but not in any considerable quantities : it is 
remarkable for Herrings and Oysters. — {Lieut. Parker, R.N'., C.G.O., Arklow.) 

Fishing grounds extend along this coast from within pistol shot of the shore to the Kish 
Bank. 'Fhe only particular spot in the range is the Scallop Bed, bearing E.N.E., from 
Greystones, distant about five miles, and about one square league in extent ; Haddock, 
Cod, and Whiting, formerly abounded on this bank : the other fish taken on the coast arc 
Herrings, Mackerel, Soles, Plaice, Pollock, Whiting, white or salmon-Trout, and Salmon. 
On the Scallop Bed, the average soundings are fourteen fathoms : the generi soundings of 

the fishing ground on the coast are from five to seventeen fathoms {Mr. Curtis, C. G. O., 

Greystones.) 



HARBOURS FOR FISHERMEN, 

.KS DESCRIBED IN THE REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES.* 

COUNTY DUBLIN. 



Bullock, Sandy- The harbours of Bullock, Sandycove, and Dunleary, (the last within Kingstown Har- 
cove, and Dun- hour,) ai’e dry at low water : each has a commodious landing place, with twelve feet rise of 

tide. The last was constructed by Government ; the other two by the Ballast Board • they 
are all in good repair. — {Lieut. Burniston, B.N., C.G.O., Kingstown.) 

Howth. Howth Harbour, constructed by Government, is a rendezvous for fishing boats. The 

depth of low water at the pier head is only nine feet. The haibour is filling up fast, with 
mud and sand . — {Mr Bartlett, owner of Trawl cutters, Ringsend.) 

Baldoyle. Baldoyle is nearly a dry harbour. Boats cannot enter before last quarter flood. The 

general rise of tides is about twelve feet. There are good landing beaches, witli conveni- 
ences for drying nets, &c. — {Lieut. Renon, R.N., C.G.O., Baldoyle.) 

Malahide. The depth of water in the harbour of Malahide, varies from four and a half to five 

fathoms at high water. A quay would be useful ; and there is a probability that a local 
contribution in aid of its erection could be obtained. The proprietor of the soil is Lord 
Talbot de Malahide. — {Lieut. Jones, R.N., C.G.O., Malahide.) 

Rogerstown and The bar harbour of Rogerstown is very inconvenient and dangerous to enter, and equally 
Rush. so in getting out. 

Rush is a dry harbour; and wherries, &c. cannot get round the pier head until half flood. 
They are liable to be wrecked, should tlie wind blow hard from the eastward, in which case 
they are obliged to haul up close to the ground, and frequently get scraped in consequence, 
llie wear and tear of ropes is thus very great ; and unless some assistance towards erecting 
a new harbour shall be obtained, the fishing vessels will be destroyed in a few years ; al- 
ready more than half have been lost since the abolition of the Bounties. 

The two most efficient piers at Rogerstown and Rush, were erected by the proprietor of 
the estate, without assistance from Government. 

The harbours ai'e in very bad repair, and no sources have been established, whence 
means for repairing could be derived. Harbour dues of small amount are claimed by 
the proprietor of the estate, on large vessels, but none are charged on fishing vessels in con- 
sequence of the impoverished state of the Fisheries. 

If the pier of Rush were extended to Ihe mouth of the harbour, there would then be 
within it six feet water after the receding of the tide. One-fonrth of any grant to be made 
by Government for the purpose, could be obtained in money and labour. 

The proprietor of the estate is Sir William Henry Palmer, Bart. — {Lieut. Lawrence R.K. 
C.G.O., Rush.) 5 ■ 



* See Appendix Nos. 17, 18, and 19, for Surveys and Reports heretofore made. 
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, Lambay harbour is dry, and does not afford shelter to a boat, when the windblown t u t i j 
hard from ay point : buU much improved by running the pier forty feet north 

east. The depth of high water at the pier head is sixteen feet. Tliis^ harbour was con- 
!f “ “ “"y fishermen on 

0 ieit, AW) Lieut. Laientie, S.N., C.G. 

The pier of Skerries extends in a northern direction about six hundred and fifty feet ■ the Skerries 
harbour w, thin it dries at low water. The tide rises fourteen feet at full and ehanee and 
sluices itsclfclear; but the harbour IS not sufficiently capacious for the fishing boats, and 
vessels in the coasting trade, wind-bound, &c. ® ouuls, ana 

,1 Pb o?“Mo has been materially injured by the Wicklow boats throwing out 

their ballast when they arrive for limestone, with which the place abounds. 

The pier was erected by the proprietor of the estate. The outer work of it is not in good 
repair. The sources from which the expenses of repairs have been defrayed, are dues of 
f charged,) on vessels of from thirty to fifty-two tons register, and 

of 2rf. and 2\d. per ton on loaded vessels, coasters, &c. Since the abolition of the Fishery 
cirrgSwith£?T'^^° demands £1 10^. yearly for vessels which were formerly 

In 1834 the boatrowners removed, at their own expense, a large and injurious mass of 
rock from the interior of the harbour. J oi 

Tile pier of Skerries, small as it is, has a surprising effect on the general welfare of the 
bit^nts origin of the extensive fishing trade carried on by tlie inha- 

Hi]1^1[?ublm'^^°^ Hacketstown, Skerries, and Sheep- 

Skerries requires a pier on an extensive scale, beyond any other place on this coast If 
a vessel of any description cannot reach Kingstown in a southerly gale, (a frequent oecur- 
ryce,) beiy obhpd to bear up, she has no other place but Skerries torun^for except 
Belfast. Nature h^ already more than half formed a pier here on a grand scale bv^a 
rocky projectiy of seven hundred and fifty yards into the sea, with a basement from forty 
to seventy yards wide, having a deep, clean, and safe anchorage inside for ships of anv 
with a parapet, and a horn at the extremity, would complete 
1, ™uu'ko be“f of.u reef ruuuiug in,? the 

It IS understood that the merchants of Drogheda and Whitehaven would co-operate with 
he proprietor of the estate, the traders and boat-owners, in contributing funds for'cr 
harbour maid of a public grant.*— fXzW. C.G.O., 

The improvements firoposed for Skerries would cost at least £3000 or £4000 and dp 
consideration of the Government.-{C«yii. R.N., Impectmg Com. 

Tlie harbour of Balbriggan is dry at low water. The depth of high water in sprins tides 

is twenty feet, and m neap tides about fourteen feet. There are two piers, which Ire in * 

good repair. They have be^ erected with public grants, and contributions in aid from 
Mr. Hamilton, of Hampton Hall, the proprietor of the estate. Tonnage dues are charged 
on vessels using the harbour, but the annual receipt is not sufficient for repairincr |he 
piers.— (Xien?. Pooh, C. G. O. Balbriggan.) t repairing the 

COUNTY LOUTH. 

Ihe harbour of Baltrae IS about a mile within the bar of the Boyne. There are no Baitrae 

boats.- (ilfr. Halsey, C. O. O., 

Clogher Head, is well situated for an asylum harbour Port Oriel n h 
spriS fldt° *is from eiS, T r ‘’“'f' n Tho depth of waterf at ordinary Head ’ 

mShfhe Stnioed t ‘tLsauatioB, sixteen or seventeen feet water 

might be obtained, at a very moaerate expense. Clogher Head projects into the sea one 
Tnghsb mile, and is three hundred feet above water. There is a depth of water of from 
an'da"’ “ ““8 “s bye, perfectly free from sunken roeks or sand banks 

Tlie fiw°b°®b point from a by E. to N. W., with excellent holding ground.’ 

The harbour has been excavated, and the pier bnllt by a contribution from the gentrv 
BoarT’ The 1^“' “”l ' “ ■’fjSbbonrllood, in aid of a grant from the late Irish Fishery 
*^ Thtre mrurfi?oT“f ‘’“"''0° f ’"'■''“op Brabnzon, of Eatln 
toUs are lS? J-<*‘ ooiojured: no 

The harbour requires to he enlarged, and the pier extended; and as by working at the 
former, matei ials would be procured for the latter, without further expense titan the remo- 

Srie ex?efe° dT ^ ^”* 1 ’ ''-“W “‘“ded with rverv m^- 

andtf fl *orks would render the harbour accessible and safe at low Jater ■ 

and d they were completed, a light would be required on the head. It is probable that the 

Im rand r bit’:'* iV'''’ ■'“Sl'V!"'''’”''’ '™“W conJbmr ity fo ^ 

works, and the boat owners and fishermen would contribute labour. ^ 

Balbiiggar'' 'bb in the Appendix. See dso Evidence taken at 

f See the evidence taken in Balbriggan. 
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Mr. John Godley, of KHlegar, Killesandra, county Cavan, holds the property under 
the Lord Primate. — {Mr. Thompson, C. G. 0., Chgher Head^^ 

'fhe harbour of Annaghassan contains a pier and a quay, with about nine feet water in 
- high tides ; but when the tides recede, the sands outside are dry for two miles. 

Salterstown has a landing place between rocks, and is frequented by row boats. 

The creek at Jonespoint has a few stones piled up at its entrance, to serve as a break- 
water. There were eight feet water at high tides till lately, close to the shore, but the 
depth has decreased for want of a work to keep out the shingle. A bank, running off two 
or three miles from Dunany Point, in a N. E. direction, and on which the sea breaks at 
least a mile from the shore, in rough weather, would protect any work that might be carried 
out. 

Tlie Annaghassan pier and quay were erected, and are maintained, at the sole expense 
of Mr. R. Thompson, proprietor of the land. They are in good repair. 

The breakwater at Jonespoint has been lately erected by Mr. Sibtiiorpe Jones, tenant of 
Lady Bellingham. It is composed of stones loosely set on edge, and yet has stood firm 
against the hardest gales. The creek within is a s^e place for keeping small craft, with- 
out the labour of hauling them off the beach. 

Vessels discharging at Annaghassan, pay a toll of 5s. to the proprietor, but there is not a 
toll on fishing craft. There is not any toll at Jonespoint. 

Annaghassan pier requires to be lengthened for, the local trade. Jonespoint requires a 
pier. This place is capable of great improvement. Local contributions, for both har- 
bours, may be obtained. — {Lieut. Ray, C. G. O., Dunany^ 

The fishing boats have very little shelter at Blackrock, and the tide ebbs very nearly 
three miles. The nearest piers or landing quays to the Fishermen are in Dundalk Harbour, 
but they are too much inland for fishery purposes. — {Mr. A. Metcalf, C. G. 0-, Soldier’s 
Point.) 

The fishermen think that if there were a quay built at Cooley Point, it would be of great 
advantage to them. Vessels in the bay of Dundalk, when the tide does not enable them to 
take the bar, are dangerously situated, without shelter at Cooley Point. — {Lieut. Irwin, 
R. N., Inspecting Commander, G. Gi) 

Sir Francis Hollyoake Godricke, is proprietor of the land at Cooley, and would probably 
contribute in aid of the works required. — ( Mr. Moore, Carlingford. ) 

Boats can enter the harbours of Bellaggan, Ballinamona, Greenore and Carlingford, at 
half flood of the tide; none have a quay except Carlingford. 

The quay of Caidingford was erected by Mr. James Metier, a Merchant in Carlingford, 
at his own expense. Coasting vessels pay a wharfage charge of 2d. per ton to Mr. Matier, 
which enables him to keep the quay in repair. 

An extension of Carlingford quay is required. 

A quay in Bellaggan would be of great advantage to the fishing smacks and yawls. 

The Marquess of Anglesey is proprietor of the soil. Local contributions in aid of both 
works would be obtained. — {Lieut. Harding, R. N., C. G. 0., Bellaggan.) 

COUNTY DOWN 

Tlie Plafbour of Derryogue, has the appearance and shape of a pi^ harbour with two 
points. T.Tiere is good clear ground deepening to four fathoms at low water mark and open- 
ing to the South East. There is not either a pier or quay ; and the fishermen attempted to 
erect a pier some years ago, but had not means. The proprietor of the soil is the Earl of 
Kilmorey — ( Wm. M^Rroy, and John Miller, Pilots and Fishermen.) 

No local contributions are likely to be given for a pier to be used by the Fishermen ; but 
persons connected with the trade to Liverpool, would contribute money for the erection of a 
pier or quay in a more central place. — {Lieut. Gosling, R. N., C. G, O., Cranfield.) 

Improvements in Leestone Harbour might be made at the River foot. Contributions in 
money and labour could be obtained. There is no pier or quay. The proprietor of the 
land is the Eaii of Kiilmorey. — {Mr. Higdon, C. G. 0,.Leestonei) 

There is a pier at Annalong, which has from twelve to fifteen feet water at its head dur- 
ing high water of springtides. It was erected by the proprietor of the soil, but is in bad 
repair, having no other sources for the purpose than an annual toll of £1 Is. on each of the 
few vessels sheltered by it. A new pier is required ; and the harbour should be deepened 
at the entrance ; for these purposes local contributions in money, (to a small amount) and 
in labour could be obtained. The Earl of Kilmorey is proprietor of the soil. — {Mr. Murrow, 
C. G. 0., Annalong.) 

At the pier of Newcastle, in Dundrum Bay, the tides rise from twelve to eighteen feet. 
The pier is in good repair, has a good landing place, and has saved several embayed vessels. 
Tolls are levied to maintain the pier, and pay a Harbour-master, by the proprietor of the 
soil, the Earl of Annesley, who erected the pier on obtaining a public grant in aid. 

Another pier could be built with great benefit. Newcastle pier, like all others on this part 
of the coast, is not available at low water, for either vessels or boats, and when the latter 
are at times compelled to rnn for the jetty at low water, with a heavy sea, it is attended 
with the greatest danger, and in many instances with loss of life. Again, outside there is a 
bank or ridge, which, at half tide, is dangerous for vessels of small tonnage, making New- 
castle. The site for a new pier is neai’ the Stag Rook, situated about h^f a mile south of 
Newcastle, and presents the following advantages. There is depth of water sufficient for 
vessels oflarge tonnage at low tide; shelter for merchant or fishing vessels, into which they 
could run at any time ; it would form a place of refuge between Belfast and Dublin, during 
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stormy weather blowing on the coast ; and when this occurs, the loss of life and property is 
immense;— the Stag Rock being under Slieve Donard mountain, the highest land on the 
east coast, which would be materially serviceable in guiding the distressed stranger to 
shelter ; — it would make a rendezvous for revenue cruizers, and be Instrumental in putting 
down smuggling on this part of the coast; and it would above all things be advantageous 
to the fishing community, as the boats along this coast have no available harbour at low 
water, which makes the lishermen_ timid, and careful to observe the tide, and is in many 
instances highly injurious to their interests, as in times of most success they are compelled 
to quit their ground to make their port while the tide admits; it would also encourao-e the 
building of larger fishing vessels.** — {Mr. Adayns^ C..G.O., Neiocastle.') ° 

The Harbours of Dundruni, Killough, Bourn, and Rossglass, are all dry when the tide Dimdrum, Kil- 
ebbs, but there is at least nine feet water in each at neap tides. In Dundriim and Killough lough, Bourn, aaS 
there are excellent piers. Bourn and Rossglass require improvements, but a local contri- Rossglass. 
bution in aid is not likely to be obtained— (Mr. Straens, C.G.O., St. Johns Point.) 

The Harbour of Ardglass may be entered at all times of the tide, having a depth of Ardglass. 
twenty-two feet at low water, and is the general rendezvous of the English, Scotch, and 

Irish fishing boats engaged in the Herring fishery on this part of the coast in summer. 

(Mr. Saunders, ArdyUiss.) 

There is an inner pier in the Harbour of Ardglass, called Kiinmers Port, which was 
erected at the joint charge of the proprietor of the soil and the late Fishery Board. The 
outward or deep-water pier, was erected by the proprietor of the soil, assisted with public 
grants.f — (plr. Biddoch, C.G.O., Ardglass.) 

_ There is a small pier at the loot of Baliyhornan village, erected by a corn merchant for Ballyhoriiaii. 
his own accommodation, but it is only sufficient for a vessel of small tonnage. The fishinir 
boats are drawn up on the beach. — (Mr. Tippet, C.G.O., Guiis Island.) ^ ° 

Tlie harbours of Strangford and Portaferry contain piers and quays, which are kept in Stran<rford and 
repair by the proprietors of the soii, (Lord De Roos of Strangford, and Mr. Andrew Portaferry 

Nugent of Portaferry,) and tolls are charged on the fishing boats {Lieut. A. Miller, R.N 

C.G.O., Stramjford.) 

Tile fisiierraen here take shelter in Stapleliole, Portavogie Bay, Green Isle Bay, and Cloghy. 

Cloghy Bay. Green Isle Bay has a small pier in ruins, called Nanny Quay. Tiie harbour 
has been injured by the fishermen throwing out ballast: the quay was built by tlie fisher- 
men, without any assistance. There is also a small pier harbour called Newcastle, which 
lias been constructed by the Ballast Board, Dublin, as a landing and shipping place for the 
South Rock Light-house. A quay in Cloghy Bay, (in which there is shelter and deep 
water,) would be of much utility to the fishermen and farmers ; and all classes would con- 
tribute in aid of its erection — {Mr. Mitchell, C.G.O., Cloghj.) 

Tlie fishermen have erected a pier at Joliu’s Port in Ballyfrench Bay, which is in very Ballyhalbert. 
bad repair, and the depth of water has been lessened by their throwing out ballast. There 
is a good site for a pier at Sandyland, and local contributions in aid of its erection could be 
obtained. — {Mr. Webb, C.G.O., Balli/halbert.) ‘ 

There is a creek on this part of tlie coast called Mathews Bay, dry at lialf ebb of the Ballywalter 
tide ; and there are two small piers in Smiddy Bay, dry at low water spring tides. These 
piers were erected by the proprietors of the soil, "assisted by contributions in money and 
labour. — {Anonymous Return.) 

There is neither harbour or creek on this part of the coast. Melisle (where all here re- Melislc. 
side who occasionally follow fishing,) is near a good fi.shing ground ; and if a pier to shelter 
larger boats than those at pi-esent in use, were erected, the business of fishing might be con- 
siderably extended.— (J/r. LZeanZ, C.G.O., MelUle.) 

In building the^ Government Harbour at Donaghadec, a good harbour for fishing boats Dona<»hadec. 
was destroyed. Tliere is now not any harbour accommodation provided for tlieni ; and ° 
they are hauled up oti the open beach — {Lieut. S. H. Davis, R.N., C.G.O., Donaghadee.) 

The harbour of Groomsport contains a pier and landing quay: there is nine feet rise of Groomsport. 
water : the pier is in a bad state ; and any repairs it has received have been made by the 

fi.shermen: tolls have been imposed, but were resisted {Lieut. Hill, R.N., C.G.O. 

Groomsport.) ’ 

There is a landing quay in Bangor, whicli was erected sixtv years ago, bv the proprietor p 
of the soil, who received a Parliaraentaiy Grant in aid. The harbour is not well adapted 
for fishing boats, as there is a great run in it during high ^vinds from the northward. Tolls 
are levied on vessels using the harbour — {Mr. Hannay, C.G.O. , Bangor.) 

Ihere is a quay at Cultra, another at Rockport, and a wooden pier at Holyv.-ood, erect- Cultra Rockpoit, 
ed and maintained from private source.s. The pier at Holywood, which is used by fisher- ami HolywouA 
men, requires repairs and extension. The proprietor of the soil, Mr. Kennedy, wouldcon- 
tribute in materials — {Lieut. G.H. Sarratt, R.N., C.G.O., Holi/u-ood.) 

The present state, of the fisheries along this coast does not call for anv extension of the H^rhn..T, fm.., 
harbours; but additional havbours on the southern part of it, miglit tend to increase the Straimfonlto BeS- 
business of fislung — {Lieut. C. Smith, R.N., Inspecting Commander.) fast. 

COUNTY ANTRIM. 

CaiTickfergus, one inclosing tlie town liarbour, erected by agrant Carrickfergus. 
liom the Irish Farliaineiit; and the other in the Scotch quarter, erected for tiie fishermen 
by local contributions, and a grant from the late Fishery Board. Botii are dry wlien the 



* See Evidepce taken at Newcastle. 



7 See Evidence taken at Ardglas 
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tide ebbs ; and the fishery pier is of very little use to the fishermen, as it lies exposed to S. W. 
winds, from which it sufiered much injury in the last winter, 1834. There are no funds for 
repairing it ; and no local contributions, in money or labour, can be obtained for its im- 
provement.* — {Mr. Fenner, C.G.O., Carricl^ergus.) 

'Phe quay of Castlechichester harbour has a depth of seven feet water in ordinary tides, 
is ill bad condition, and is used for the shipping of com and landing of coals. Local con- 
tributions would be given in aid of a public grant for its improvement. — (X S. Cullian, 
C.G.O., Blackhead.') 

The Pier built by the late Fishery Board, at Portmuck, occasionally affords shelter to a few 
Carrickfergus fishing boats. It forms a small harbour, dry when the tide ebbs, and of 
little use as a place of shelter, even for small craft, when the wind blows from N.W. to 
N.N.E. During gales from the N.N.E. last winter, (1834,) the sea washed away a great 
portion of this Pier, about the centre, leaving a very considerable breach. Its utility is of 

too little importance to encourage a new local subscription for it {Lieut. F. Collins, R.N., 

C.G.O., Portmuck.) 

The harbours in my guard ai'e Ferris bay and Loch Lame, the former extending inland 
a quarter of a mile, and the latter three miles and a half ; the former has not any natural 
shelter ; but in the latter, vessels of twenty feet draught have natural shelter from all winds, 
and it contains a Pier of wood, erected by subscription, and four landing quays, erected 
by the projuietors of the soil. — {Lieut. Thus. Woods, li.N. C.G.O., Larne.) 

The general depth of water within the harbour of Larne is from three to four fathoms. 
Injury has been done by throwing out ballast, which endangers vessels taking the ground. 
No improvements are required for fishing purposes. — {Mr.H. W.Baylee, Principal Officer 
of Customs, Lame.) 

The harbour of Carnlough is filled up, and the quay dilapidated; but if the harbour 
were cleared, and the quay repaired, they would be useful to the fishermen. It is in con- 
templation to construct a hai'bour at Glenarm. — {Lieut. J. J. Keeling, R.N., C.G.O. 
Glenarm^] 

The Piei' at Carnlough, which is two and a half miles north of Glenarm, was erected 
at private expense.' — T. Davison, Glenarm.) 

I'lie rivers of Glenaiiff and Cushendal, which are harboui's for fishing boats, can only 
be entered at half tide ; at high tide the water in each is from six to seven feet. There is 
not a Pier or landing quay in either. A Pier is much required at Cushendal, and consi- 
derable local contributions, in aid of its erection, would be obtained. — {Mr. J. Dickson, 
C.G.O; Cushendal.) 

There is every probability that the landlords would contribute in money, and the fisher- 
men would conti'ibute in labour. A Pier at Cushendal would be of great utility. — {Mr. 
John MacDannell, Cushendal.) 

There is not a Pier at Cusliendon, but it would be the interest of the landowners to make 
contributions for the erection of one. — {Lieut. Alexander Graves, R.N., C.G. 0., Cusliendon.) 

There was a harbour at Ballycastle, with a handsome Pier, but the former is filled with . 
sand ; the latter is broken down by the sea, and suffered to go to ruin ; and there is now 
not any shelter except for boats of about two tons burden. — {Lieut. C. Short, R.N., C.G.O,, 
Ballycastle.) 

In Church Bay, Rathlin Island, there is a quay erected by the inhabitants of the island, 
for the purpose of shipping cattle, &c. to Ballycastle. No extension or improvement of it 
is required for fishermen. — {Mr. Spencer, C.G.O., Rathlin Island.) 

Ballintoy and Dunsaverick are the principal landing places within my guard; but the 
fishermen haul their boats up as near to their dwellings as the coast permits. — {Lieut. W. A 
Usher, li.N. C.G.O., Port Ballintoy.) 

There is no harbour on this part of the coast calculated to give shelter to fishing boats; 
Port Ballintrae has a small and very insecure Pier, the breakwater of which is not of the 
extent originally designed ; and the depth of water is considerably lessened since the Pier 
was built, by the sand filling in — {Lieut. W. Seacole, R.N. C.G.O., Port Ballintrae.) 

The principal harbour on the coast is Portrush. To the westward are Portstewai’t creek 
and Barmouth, lying three and five miles distant, (in the County Londonderry,) and on 
the east of Ramore peninsula are Portnean and Portnatu. 

Tlie depth of Portrush harbour is from twenty-two to ten feet at high water : the rise 
and fall at spring tides is about six feet. The depth in some places has been diminished 
in consequence of the mouth of the harbour being opposite to a sandy beach, and the 
waves, in passing the mouth, introduce sand in mechanical solution, and, as each w'ave 
loses its motion, the sand sinks to the bottom. 

The depth of the I'iver Bann inside is considerable, but the bar has only eight feet of 
water on it at spring tides, and the waves are so great when the wind is westerly that the 
bar is only practicable in summer for small vessels. 

Portnean and Portnatu are only lauding places without Piers. The latter, in summer, 
is most advantageous during the season of lobster fishing, and saves the fishermen the 
trouble of palling round by the dangerous point of Ramore to Portrush : if excavated and 
cleared out it would be of great utility to the fishermen. 

Portstewart creek was filled up with small stones during a late gale of wind ; but the 
pi’oprietor, (Mr. Cromie,) intends clearing it. He excavated this harbour at his own ex- 
pense. It requires a Pier of small extent. 

* See also the Evidence taken at Carrickfergus. 

'1' See evidence taken at Glenarm as to the Fisheries and Fishermen 
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The Piers of Portnish have been erected with subscriptions, under Act of Paidiament, 
raised in shares of £50. The whole outlay amounts to £13,000, and the income from 
tolls is £1200, which is expended in finishing and maintaining the works, at the rate of 
£60 a month. It was proposed to levy £l Is. a year on each fishing boat, but the fisher- 
men refused to pay this toll unless a slip were built in the new harbour for their accommo- 
dation, whichhas not been erected, and the toll has not been imposed. The fishing boats 
had better accommodation in the old harbour than is provided for them in the new one. 

Portrush harbour has occasioned a great extension of trade, and the facility of intercourse 
with England, by the steamers of the port, has enlarged the fishing trade. — {Lieut. K. 

Damson, R.N.. C.G.O. Portnish.') 

COUNTY DONEGAL. 

At Moville there is a wooden whaif, which is so exposed as to be of no service to fishing MovilleandGreen- 
boats. It was erected for a small steamer that plies from Bonnyfobble to Derry, to land castle, 
the goods and passengers ; but the steamer cannot get along side when it blows at all hard 
from the south west. 

A Pier was built at Greencastle by the late Fishery Board, but it is perfectly useless, 
and not at all frequented by fishermen. It is in good repair. 

There are a great number of creeks and inlets along the coast round to Glenegad Head, 
where the fishermen draw up their boats ; but there is not a harbour or creek sufficiently 

sheltered to enable them to keep the boats afloat ( The Rev. J. TV. Staples, Itfoville.) 

There is a stone Pier at Moville, erected by the proprietor of the soil, the Rev. S. L. 

Montgomery, which requires extension ; but it has not been of use to fishermien. 

At Greencastle Pier the depth of water has been lessened by an accumulation of mud 
and gravel — {Anonymous replies from Moville.) 

The contractor for erecting Greencastle Pier, by ingenious manceuvering, got a great 
part of the work raised by the peasantry, on credit, for which he never paid the poor men 
one farthing. — (Mr. Robert M‘ Corhell, Moville.) 

At Carrickai'ore, in Loch Foyle, on the estate of the Eaii of Caledon, a very beneficial Can-ickarore. 

Pier might be built, as the water deepens very rapidly, and at less than a hundred yards 
fi’om the shore there is a depth of thirteen feet. A Pier at this point would afford great 
shelter to fishing boats. The landlord would be likely to contribute in money, and his 
tenants in labour. — ( The Rev. J. W. Staples, Moville.) 

For a trifling expenditure a harbour could be made at Ferryport, where smacks could Port Sallougli, 
enter and be safe, at any time of the tide. There is already a Pier there, but smacks Ferryport 

could not get to it except at nearly high water {Mr. Robert M^Corkell, Greencastle.) 

Port Sallough might be made very useful as a safety port. Greencastle Pier could not 
be improved but at very great expense. — {Collector of Customs, Londonderry 1) 

A rock stands at the entrance of Port Kinnegoe, (near- Moville,) and if this were re- p^j.^ Kinneaoe 
moved a small landing Pier would be required to complete the harbour. No other local ° 

contribution .could be obtained than labour {Mr. Michael M^Loughlin, Port Kinnegoe.) 

The only landing places along this part of the coast, with the exception of Culdaff river, Culdaff Port 
which is not much used by fishermen, ai'e ports whe.re boats can be conveniently hauled up, Aback ' and Car- 
as Bedford, Aback, Carrickavahl, &c. Carrickavalil, if improved, would be a great con- rickavahl. 
venience, to fishermen, as they have to run for it occasionally in bad weather. Ahack, 
close to the entrance of Culdaff river, would also be very useful if improved. Either an 
improvement at Ahack, or the erection of a small Pier a little way up the river would be 
useful to the fisheimen, and for sloops bringing in potatoes. Carrickavahl is on the pro- 
perty of Mr, Harvey, of Malin Hall; and Mr. Young, of Culdaff, is landlord of Ahack. 

{Lieut. E. Harvey, R.N., C.G.O., Port Bedford.) 

Except Portmore, all the fishermen’s ports near Malin Head are beach harbours. — Portmore, Port 
There is a Pier at Portmore wliichis dry when the tide ebbs : it requires an extension of Lorgan, and 
thirty or forty feet. Port Lorgan requires improvement, for which the farmers and fisher- Malin Well, 
men would contribute in labour. Malin Well requires to be clear-ed of rocks. — {Mr. G. 

Batchelor, C. G. O., Malin Head.) 

The only places of safety near Dimaff Head, are Shedin Port arrd Linane Bay ; but Sliedin Port and 
both are so much exposed to westerly winds that they are not safe for large vessels in heavy Linane. 

^sdes..— {Lieut. Poynter, R.N., C.G.O., DunafHead.) 

Six or seven boats, of from nine to ten tons, lie in Mill River; but from want of suf- Mill River, 
ficient shelter they cannot be kept ready for fishing at certain seasons. A n outlay of from 
two to three hundred pounds would make this a very convenient harbour. There are 
fourteen feet water on the bar in spring tides. A small sum might be subscribed for the 
improvement: the farmers and fishermen would give every assistance. — {Mr. J. S. Barham, 

C.G.O. , Dunree Fort^ 

There is not a Pier or quay in any of the fishermen’s harbours in Loch Swilly, Rath- Buncrana and 
pullen, being in a central situation, is a most eligible site for a Pier, which would render Rathmullen, in 
it a place of safety for fishing boats ; and there is at present no safe harbour in the Loch. Loch Swdlly. 

A Pier might be erected at a small expense ; and local contributions would be made in 
materials and labour. — {Lieut. John Holland, C.G.O., Rathmullen.) 

Doebeg and Crouris are both nearly inaccessible at low water, and do not contain Piers Doebeo' and 
or landing quays, though both might be erected with advantage. Contributions in labour Crouris. 
would be made for improving Crouris. — {Mr. M. J. Smith, C.G.O., Knockhalloiosl) 

Sheephaven, or Downings Bay, and the creeks adjoining, supply natural shelter for the Sheepliaven Bay. 
fishermen, but a Pier and quay are much required in the bay. The boat o^vnei-s and fisher- 

2 E2 
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men are unable to contribute anything except their labour, whicii they would give. Tiie 
Earl of Leitrim is proprietor of the soil.— (-'I/ir. P- Harris, C.G.O., Mulroy.) 

Downing’s Bay possesses good anchorage for small vessels, in from twelve to fourteen 
feet water, with Hornhead just on with the point of the bay: and also possesses con- 
veniences for fishermen. 

Dunfanaghy is a bar harbour with about thirteen feet water on the bar in spring tides, 
and the bar being nearly dry at low water, the harbour is a safe one. The bar is danger- 
ous in bad weather ; with the wind N.E. it is seldom approachable; and even with the 
wind N.W., if blowing hard for a day or two, vessels could not get in. There is a small 
quay, which has the same depth of water as tiie bar, and the fishermen have great conve- 
nience for drying fish and nets.* The quay was erected by contributions, sent from 
England in 1831, during a period of scarcity ; the people having been employed to erect 
it by a committee appointed to distribute the provisions, in which payment was made for 
their labour. The quay' is in pretty good repair, and a toll of one shilling a ton is collected 
for maintaining it. Its erection has not had any effect on the fisheries ; but it has facilitated 
the exportation of corn, and a corn store has been erected on it. The proprietor of the 
soil is Mr. Stewart, of Ards. 

Ards, about four miles from Dunfanaghy', is a safe place for vessels ; it also has a bar, 
but not a dangerous one. V’^essels of 250 tons have been lying there ; but it has lately 
filled up much with sand, in consequence of the floods having changed the course of the 
river which runs into it. 

Portnablas cove, within a mile of Dunfanaghy harbour, possesses good natural shelter, 
and is the place in which the coast guard bouts are kept, and the fishermen resort to it 
when they cannot pass Dunfanaghy Bar. This harbour might be made entirely safe for a 
very small sum, and would be a protection to life and property. Local contributions in 
aid would be small, as the farmers and fisheimen are so very poor. Mr. Stewart, of Ards, 
is proprietor here also {Lieut. W. L. Stephens, li.N., C.G.O., Sheephaven.) 

Baliynas has a l)ar harbour, with only two feet water when the tide ebbs, which 
deepens to about eighteen feet at high water of spring tides. There is a Pier in the har- 
bour much out of repair. It was erected in 1831, and the pei’sons employed for the pur- 
pose were paid in provisions sent for the relief of the district. This Pier has not im- 
proved the fisheries. 

Safety harbours could be constructed, and are much required in Tory and Innisbofin 
Islands. The want of them is a great “ pull-back” on the N.W. fisheries, as there is not any 
convenient place of safety to which fishing boats may run in north or N.W. gales, which are 
always severe on this coast {Lieut. J. M‘ Gladery, R.N., C.G.O., Innishojin.) 

Cruit harbour is an open inlet, accessible to boats at all times of the tide, and they are 
hauled up on the strand ; but it is not a safe roadstead. 

Guidore Iliver harbour has a bar of eleven feet, very dangerous when breaking, but 
affording fine shelter within. 

There are not any Pier's or quays here : nor are they' at present required. — {Lieut. 
G. S.l^cnfold, R.N., C.G.O., Guidore.) 

The harbour of Kutland possesses many natural advarrtages, and contains Piers and 
quays, erected by a former proprietor, aided with grants from the Irish Parliament, 
but now going to ruin. In Rutland harbour, during its prosperity, there were seen one 
thousand sail of fishing vessels at a time, and a great number of small boats. 

There is a Pier in Inniscoo Island, which has been kept in pretty good repair by Mr^ 
Sproiile, tenant of tlio Marquess Conyngham. — {Mr. Carey, C. G. O., Rutland Island.) 

Tiie harbour of Port-Noo contains a Pier erected by the late Fishery Boai'd, and the 
proprietor of the soil, tlie Marquess Conyngham. It is dry at low water, and has a depth 
of twelve feet at high water. Tliere are some loose stones at the entrance of the harbour, 
driven in by storms, which are detrimental to the fishing boats, and should be removed. 

Guibarra river harbour has a dangerous bar. 

The roadstead of Cluirchpool possesses great natural advantages. At low water there 
is a depth of from two to three fathoms in the anchorage, which is safe in all gales of 
wind {Mr. Well), C.G.O., Port-Noo.) 

There is not a Pier or quay here ; but an excellent harbour might be formed for a small 
expenditure {Lieut. A. Wall, R.N., C.G.O., Daurus.) 

Tlie depth of water in Teilin harbour, west, is about seven fathoms ; but there is neither 
pier or quay. 

Daring the herring season, when boats arrive to take away herrings, their ballast is 
thrown into tlie harbour, and becomes an obstruction to the Salmon fishers. — {Lieut. W. 
M. Hearle,R.N., C.G.O., Teilin Westi) 

The creek at Portnacross contains a landing quay, dry at low water, but there is a depth 
of ten feet at high water. 

Stonequarry and Trybane-Muckras, have difficult landing places, and no quays. In 
consequence of the want of a pier at Trybane-Muckras, several boats have been lost. 

Towney harbour is only six feet deep at high water. It has a quay in bad repair. 

The quays were built in former times by the sea fencibles, under the direction of Captain 
Dobson, R.N.. — {l\!r. Miieliell, C.G.O., Teilin, East.) 

Killybegs harbour, arrd the inlets branching off’ on each side of it, are well sheltered. 

* See Mr. Hogan’s statement of the charges made by the Landlords for the use of the shores, 
when the fishermen are drying fish and nets, — Minutes of Evidence, page 63. 
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The depth of high water in the harbour is from four to seven fathoms. There is a quay, 

(erected by Mr. Murray, -the proprietor of the soil, in 1830 or 1831,) which boats can 
reach at three quarters ebb ; but wlien the tide is lower there is not any convenient landing 
place. The quay does not extend far enough out to be useful at all times; and the tolls 
charged for maintaining it prevent its being generally beneficial. The harbour is injured by 
throwing out ballast, which forms an obstruction. — (Captain Shairp, R.N., Inspeciinj Com- 
v; imi-ir ( oust Guard.) 

Ihe harbours of Trybane, Ballyotherland, Barnlecky, Inver, and Brucklas, are all Trybane, Bally- 
dry at low water, and have quays of very inferior construction, affording little or no shelter, otherland, Bani- 
They have natural advantages and are capable of easy improvement, particularly Bally- lecky, Inver, and 
otherland, where a Pier is greatly wanting, as with the w'ind at S. W., South or East, Brucklas. 
there is no general rendezvous or place of safety for the fishing boats in the event of a 
sudden gale. An improvement is also required at Brucklas : The fishermen on landing 

are obliged to haul their heavy boats on shelves and banks. 

The existing quays were built by the sea fencibles, and also with the aid of contributions 
of meal sent for the poor in 1831, and distributed in payment for labour by' the western and 
other committees. — {Lieut. Thomas Hamilton, R.N., C.G.O., Tryhane.) 

The harbour of Inver requires clearing, as each winter it is filled up; it also requires a 
pole and a light to mark the entrance over the bar. 

The harbours of Burncronan, and Cruviu at high water have a depth of eighteen feet. Burncronan, and 
In the former there is something in imitation of a quay erected by the fishermen, and both Cruviu. 
might be made commodious at very little expense. There was Ibrmerly a sort of quay at 
Cruvin. No other local contribution in aid is probable than the labour of the fishermen. — 

{Mr. Thomas Bolt, C.G.O., Duran.) 

The natural advantage of Donegal harbour, is, that it has a sufficient depth of water Donegal, 
for a vessel not drawing more than twelve feet at low water. There is a Pier in it which 
was erected by Lord Arran, at his own expense : it requires repairs and extension. 

Ballyshannon has a tide harbour with about ten feet of water in spring tides.- It has a Ballyshannon. 
Pier which was erected by Dr. Shell, and requires extension. — {Mr. IV. Christian, Officer 
of Cu.stoms.) 

COUNTY SLIGO. 

Mullaghmore Harbour has fourteen feet water in spring tides. l£ has a pier and break- Mullaghmore. 
water, built for the fisheries by the proprietor of the soil. Lord Palmerston, and they are 
kept in good repair at his Lordship’s expense. 

Milk Harbour has a quay which is dry at low water,. — {Lieut. ATLcan, R.N., C.G.O., Milk Harbour- 
Mullaghmore.) 

Raghley Dock is the only safe harbour on tins coast between Doran’s Island and Cloo- Raghley. 
nagh. It has piers in good repair, with nine feet water in spring tides ; the others are open 
creeks, d'y at low water {Mr. Greig, C.G.O., Raghley.) 

Pullendiva, where the Coast Guards of the station haul up their boats, is a good harbour Pullondiva, Augh- 
in summer for small sail boats. The Coast Guard have, from year to year, laboured to ris,andKilleenduff 
make a small pier, which has been of great use to boats trading between this point and the 
opposite coast. 

Aughris boat port, which is sheltered from W. and N. W. winds by Aughvis Head, is a 
safe anchorage for fishing boats, but there is not a pier or quay. 

The harbour of Kiileenduff requires a pier. For this local contributions could be 
obtained. 

No other local contribution than labour could be obtained for improving the other har- 
bours {Mr. Leader, C.G.O., Pullendiva.) 

Some years ago Government expended money in improving the harbour of Pulocheny, Pulocheny. 
but the improvements were not completed for want ol sufficient funds. During summer 
vessels from 200 tons downwards are loaded in tiie harbour with grain and potatoes. At 
low water there is a depth of ten feet in the harbour, and twenty sail of vessels may lie in it, 
besides the boats. It is tolerably secure, except in very heavy gales from the N. W. at high 
water. After the first quarter ebb, the harbour is naturally protected. 

The pier is nearly in ruins ; if it were rapaired and completed, for which there are ma- 
terials on the spot, Pulocheny would be of great advantage as a safety harbour. Some local 
contributions in aid may be obtained. — {Lieut. Higdon, R. N., C.G.O., Pulocheny.) 

Finod, 2A miles N. E. from Easky, has from six to fifteen feet water at about a cable Finod and Carra- 
length from the shore ; a good port might be made here. hubbock. 

At Carrahubbock, about miles N. E. of Easky river, a good harbour may be formed. 

Mr. Howley, the proprietor, has offered materials for a liai'bour or a light house. — {Lieut. 

Brereton, R. N.) 

The boats of the Moy river cannot return at night if it should come on to blow, there Inniscrone and 
being a bad bar. They run for the boat port of Inniscrone, where there is a fire bin-ning Moy River, 
during the night, as a guide to the fishermen. — {Mr. Smith, C.G.O-, Inniscrone.) 

It appears almost a hopeless case to erect piers or quays at most of the boat ports on this Harbours of ihe 
coast, from the prevalence of gales from the W. the N. W. and S. W., with tremendous seas Sligo Coast, 
and surf. Pulocheny probably is best, and next to it Pullendiva or Kiileenduff. — {Lieut. 

Clifford, R. N., Inspecting Commander C. Gl) 

COUNTY MAYO- 

Kilialla liarbour is a safe one for boats within it, but the bar is dangerous in stormy wea- Killalla. 
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ther. There is a pier ; the only one on the north coast of Mayo {Lieut. Sterne, Inspectina 

Commander C.G.) 

The harbour of Clogher is the only one on the coast of Mayo, from Killalla to the stags- 
of Broadhaven, in -which fishermen can save themselves in bad weather. The French landed 

at this port in 1798. There is no pier or quay. The Rev. James Burrowes is proprietor. 

{Mr. Moore, C.G.O., Kilcummin^ 

In the harbour of Lacken there is not a pier or quay; but if a pier were erected, the 
place would prove one of the best on the coast for fishing. The proprietor, Mr. -Charles 
Nesbit Knox, -would contribute money for a pier, and the fishermen would contribute in 
labour. Landing here, w'ith a boat heavy laden, is at present very dangerous, the beach 
being an immense flag, and at times boats cannot approach it; but a reef of rocks exists, 
on -which the sea has thrown up large stones, forming a formidable breakwater, under pro- 
tection ofwhich boats await an opportunity ofmaking the beach.— (Ltewf. Raymond, C.G.O., 
Lacken^ 

A pier is required on tlie west side of Ballycastle Bay, as the sea frequently gets so heavy 
while the boats are out, that the fishermen cannot land when they return. Tlie place be- 
longs to the church. 

1 lie inlet of Portnahalla, on the east side of Ballycastle Bay, has deep water, but a stony 
beach. — {Mr. Harding, C.G.O., Ballycastle^ 

A pier at Belderig would save the life of many a good fisherman. The proprietor of the 
land is Mr. Knox, of Castlerea, Roscommon. — \Lieut. W. Congon, C. G. 0., Belderig.') 

Port-a-eloy strand is at the head of a pretty cove, about half a mile long, and nearly a 
couple of cables’ length broad, which runs between two mountains. Smallcraft maylie in 
safety there during the greater part of the year, and a vessel in distress would find it an ad- 
mirable place for beaching, notwithstanding that a heavy surf occasionally runs there. 

Rinroe soutli strand (in Broadhaven) is a capital landing place, and a very good situation 
for erecting a pier, when the country shall require one. 

Inside ol Ross bar is a secure place for small vessels ; I have never found less than three 
feet water on the bar at the lowest tides. Die building of piers at Port-a-cloy and Rinroe 
would be most beneficial to the counti-y, were it only for the employment it would afford 
to the poverty-stricken inhabitants. 

Judging from the rapid rise of Belmullet, I predict that a town will be built at Ross be- 
fore many years elapse ; a pier will be then necessary there. — {Lieut. Henri, R.N., C. G. O., 
Doonheehan.) 

In Broadhaven there are not any piers. Pickle Point, Duhamel, Ballyglass, and Inver, 
are the particular localities resorted to by fishing boats, and tliey require piers or quays. 
There is not a probability of local contributions being made. — Lieut. Nugent, R.N., Inspect- 
ing Commander C.G.) 

_ Blindport is very nairow, but has deep -water at the entrance; it is, however, only suffi- 
cient to shelter one or two hookers. 

Portnafranka (on the west of the Mullet) is a small inlet, capable of sheltering one or 
two vessels of from 80 to 100 tons burden. 

There is not a pier or quay at either of these places.~(/¥r. Jackson, C.G.O., Ballyglass.) 

"I here is a pier at Belmullet, and another at Saleen. Each harbour is dry at low water in 
all tides. In neap tides the water rises about, eight feet, and in spring tides about twelve 
feet. The piers were erected by the late Fishery Board, and the sites are badly chosen, 
which was represented at the time, but the landlords who contributed for them looked to- 
the convenience of their towns, and not to the interests of the fisheries. They are in good 
repair, and are in the cai-e of the Coast Guard. 

The inlets of Dulach, Dugart, Ballycroy, Tulloghan, and Bullsmouth, (on the inner 

coast of Mayo) are all resorted to by the fishermen of Blacksod Bay {Lieut. Nugent, R.N., 

Lispecting Commander C.G.) 

Neither Keem, Keel, or Duega, has a pier, and there is no shelter in them except for 

row boats. A pier is much required at Keel {Mr. Reynolds, C.G.O., Achil.) 

A pier at Mynish (Newport Bay) would be of material service to the fisheries. — (Mr. 
Williams, C.G.O., Mynish.) 

I he quay of Achil, and that of Clare Island, are dry at low water ; but in some parts of 

Achil sound there is shelter in two fathoms water after the ebb of tides (Mr. Rutledae, 

C.G.O., Achilbcg.) ^ ^ ’ 

Ihe harbour of Clare Island is by no means a safe one, but is capable of much improve- 
ment, which would render it of great importance.— (J/r. Copplestone, C.G.O. Oldhead.) 

The harbour of Bofin has excellent natural advantages for vessels drawing from ten to 
twelve feet water. There are two other creeks in Bofin Island, east-end and north-beach, 
tlie former most frequented, but at great risk to the fishermen.-(il/r. Phillips, C.G.O., Bofin 
Island.) ^ 



COUNTY GALWAY. 

A quay is required in the little Killeries harbour, where there is plenty of water, a safe 
anchorage, and a facility of getting to sea. It is the chief rendezvous of fishing boats on 
we coast during the Hening seasons, and the only harbour to make between Ballinakil and 
Westport. A public curing house is also desirable, and a road of about three miles extent 
is required for the harbour. During an abundant fishery about two yeai-s ago, fine Her- 
rings were sold for four pence a hundred, and a lai'ge quantity was lost, as the cadgers could 
not approach the harbour. At the same time, Herrings were selling for one sliilling tlie 
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hundi-ed at the head of the large Killeries, but the fishennen would not submit to lose their 
chance at sea, by going to that harbour, although only eight miles distant. 

No local contributions would be obtained except in labour and materials. I would wil- 
lingly do all in my power to assist. I am the land proprietor at the Killeries (Colonel 

Xhompson, Killeries.') 

A pier is required at Gurteenelough, on the north side of the peninsula of Renvyle. Gurteenclough, 

An addition and some repairs are required for the pier of Derryinver, at the head of Bal- , (Renvyle,) 

' lynakil Bay. 

Some local contributions in labour might perhaps be obtained, but the landlords, loaded (BaJhnakil.) 
as they are with unmerited abuse, and uncertain as to the demands that may be made upon 
them with regard to tithes and public money, to say nothing of the Poor Laws, would be 
ve^ wrong to involve themselves. 

lam interested in the Derryinver Pier ; I ought to be interested in the Gurteenelough 
pier. — {Mr. Henry Blake, Renvyle.') 

The quay at Claggari is unsafe for boats in winter ; and as the Herring fishery usually Claggan. 
commences at Claggan in January, it is necess'ary to extend the quay forty feet to the S.E., 
excavating a bank between the quay and Evad, by which a good hai-bour would be formed 
for boats up to twenty tons burden. A local contribution in aid would not be obtained. Tlie 

proprietor of the land is Mr. Martin, M.P., of Ballinahinch {Lieut. Warren, R.N.,C.G.O. 

Clayyan^ 

In Ardbear Bay, north of Slyne Head, there are fourteen fathoms water at the entrance, Clifden, Ardhear 
four fathoms over the bar at low water of spring tides, and eight fathoms inside at the an- Bay. 
chorage. Close to the town of Clifden there is a quay nearly finished, in a natural basin 
sheltered from all winds. Tliis quay (to its present extent) has been erected partly by the 
proprietor of the land (Mr. D’Arcy,) partly by the Fishery Board, and partly by grants 
from Government, whose engineer having refused to complete the work, the Fishery Board 
appropriated the unexpended portion of the grant to other purposes. 

A pier would be of gi-eat use at Aughmore, which is close to the fishing ground. Another Aughmore and 
is required in the creek of Lackaneske, Dog Island, and could be erected there at a very Dog Island, 
moderate expense ; at this place most of the fishing boats are dischai-ged, to avoid the dan- 
ger and delay of getting up to Claggan. 

There is no probability of local contributions for any of these objects. — {Mr. John D’Arcy, 
of Clifden Castle^ 

Clifden Quay is not accessible at low water. — {Captain Andrexas, R.N., Inspecting Com- 
mander Coast Guard.) 

There are two piers at Roundstone. The south pier was erected by the late Fishery Roundstone. 
Board, and is in tolerably good repair. The north pier was built (to its* present extent) in 
1830, with a portion of charity funds distributed for the relief of the poor: Its completion 

would render Roundstone harbour the best and safest between Galway and Westport. Dur- 
ing a Herring Fishery, there are sometimes six hundred boats in the harbour ; and they are 

all exposed to north east winds, in consequence of the non-completion of the south pier. 

{Mr. John S.King, late Inspector of Fisheries.) 

In Roundstone harbour, there are only thirteen feet water after going over the bar. — 

{Lieut. Richard Hunter, R.N., C.G.O., Lmislacken.) 

Tire pier in Greatman’s Bay is not accessible at low water. Greatmau’s Bay 

A pier is required in Casheen Bay, for boats engaged in the winter Hen-ing fislrerv and Casheen Bav- 

{Mr. R. Hooper, C.G.O., Kilkcrran.) 

The pier in Casleh Bay is not in good repair. There is a creek near the entrance of the Casloli, or Cos- 
bay, which might be made much more convenient at little expense, and it would be equally tello Bay. 
safe. — {Mr. J. Williams, C.G.O., Casleh Bay.) 

There are three harbours used by fishermen in the Isles of Arran: Killaney and Kilronan Arran Isles, 
in the large island, and Cullamore in the middle islaird. TL he two former possess piers, whicli 
are dry at low water : the tide rises twelve feet at each. Killaney pier was built for the late 
Fishery Board. Kilronan pier was erected in 1831, by the inhabitants, who were remune- 
rated for their labour with oatmeal sent for the relief of the poor. 

A pier at Cool Hollow, near Kilronan, would prevent the inconvenience which the fisher- 
men now suffer, by being obliged to wait for high water to pass through the narrow and 
rocky channel into Killaney. 

The land proprietor is the Rev. John Digby, of Landenstown, county of Kildare. ( Mr, 

E. N. D’ Alton, C.Q.O., Arran Isles.) 

Tire piers of Spiddle and Barna are dry at low water ; they are in bad repair. Some c . . „ 
repairs were executed in 1831, in return for food sent to relieve the starving poor. Barna 
pier requires extension : on a gale from tlie southward, in November, 1835, fishermen were 
compelled to scuttle their boats for safety.*— (Liew#. J. Kemjo, R.N., C.G.O., Barna.) 

Tlie quay of Claddngh is in good repair ; but if it were extended to the Slate Pier, called Claddagh, (in 
Nimmo s Quay, a great improvement in the harbour would be effected, and considerable Gahvay.) 
accommodation would be thus afforded to the fishennen and the public. 

Local contributions could be obtained — {Captain Wxjnne, R.H.,.Inspectmg Commander 
Coast Guard.) 

The connecting of Mutton Island, in Galway Harbour, with the mainland, by a cause- 
way or breakwater, though a work of considerable expense, would be attended with par- 
amount advantages.— (il/r. Randle P. MacDonnell, Galway.) 

, * present proprietor of the Land, Mr. Lynch, M.P. for Galway, has made a large contri- 
bution tor the improvements required. 
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The quay of Ballynacourfy is almost entirely washed away. As far as I can now judge, 
the site appears to have been badly chosen- The land proprietor is Mr. Blake, of Oran 
Castle. — {Lieut. O’Donnell, C.G.O., Kilcorgan) 

A pier is required on Duras Point, at the entrance of Kinvara bay, where it might be 

constructed in tolerably deep water. Baron de Basterot is proprietor of the land (Mr 

H. P. MacDonnell, Galwaij.) 

COUNTY CLARE. 

The chief and safest harbour on tlie Clare coast in Galway Bay, is New Quay, in which 
a vessel of 200 tons burthen may enter, and ascend to the quay at low water : no other har- 
bour in the bay posses.ses this advantage. The quay is in good repair. It is on the estate 
of Mr. Bindon Scott. 

Currenroe, eastward of New Quay, on the estate of Mr. Burton Bindon, is undergoing 
considerable improvements, at the expense of the proprietor. 

Ballyvaughan is seven miles west of New Quay, and inside Blackhead, on the estate of 
Major MiicNamara, M.P. It contains a quay erected by the villagers, and now in a state 
of extremely bad repair. 

Glanina is between Ballyvaughan and Blackhead^ on the estate of Mr. Bindon Blood. 

New Quay is fifteen miles nearer to Limerick than Galway ; and to open the Limerick 
market to it, a new line of road has been laid out, twenty-two miles of which have been 
completed, leaving only eight miles to finish. By this road, the fishermen of Galv.ray 
Bay could send their fish to Limerick market daily, and they would thus have a good and 
steady deinuud on their industry. The only opposition now made to tlie finishing of the 
road is that of some persons iutere.sted in the present bad and circuitous roads in the same 
direction; and the interference of Government, to enforce the making of improved lines of 
communication, is e^]K*cially required in this instance (Mr. Burton Bindon.) 

Ntw Quay requires some slight repairs, and an extension of about forty feet. It is very 
useful to fishermen, as they can reach it at all times of the tide. 

A quay at Ballyvaughan would be of mucli importance to the Fisheries, as well as to 
local trade. It would cost about £500. 

There is not a quay at Glanina. 

It is the practice of the fishermen who frequent the harbours to throw out ballast in them ; 

and sometimes they take for ballasUhe stones from the piers (Liexit. V. P. Hunter, C.G.O. 

Ballyvaughan. ) 

The pier of Liscanor is in good repair, but it is insufficient even for the fishing boats of 
the harbour. It does not go into deep water, and is dry at three quarters ebb of the tide. 
However, it 1ms been of great benefit to trade and to the fishermen. It has created a com 
trade between the harbour and Galway; and though it affords but indifferent shelter, there 
arc times that but for it a canoe could not leave the shore or return. It should have been 
carried more to the southward ; at present, during south west gales, the sea falls bodily on 
the pier, and renders full two-thirds of the quay uusafe for any vessels to moor along- 
side. Local contributions for its improvement could be obtained. — (Mr. Wm. More, C.G.O. 
Liscanor^ 

The Pier at Seafieid, constructed by means of a grant from the late Fishery Board, and 
a contribution from the proprietors of the soil, is in good repair, and would afford shelter 
to boats and small vessels, but extraordinary to say, there is no channel leading into it. if 
the rocks outside were removed, which can be easily done, without blasting, and a channel 
opened, the haibour would afford shelter at all times of the year, and create a trade in 
corn with Galway. — (Mr. Maude, C.G.O., Sec/field, and Lieut. White, ll.N., Inspecting Com- 
mander C. G.) 

Doonbeg Harbour is a small creek, in which there is a depth of nine feet at low water 
of spring tides, and of twenty-four feet at high water. This is the only place from Loop 
Hoad to Ballyvaughan, fifty miles of coast, where it is possible at present to save a boat or 
vessel in bad weather. There is a pier at the east side of the creek, called Khenogonoght 
Pier, erected by the late Fishery Board, and now in good repair. 

^ There are two other harbours used by the fishermen in tfiis Guard, Pulleen and Killard. 
1 he former is an opening in the cliffs, of about 500 feet long, and forty broad ; but it is 
not possible for any other craft than canoes to enter: this is the principal fishing place. 
Killard is a sandy beach badly sheltered.--(Z, 2 ewf. J. M^Hevin, E.N., C.G.O., Doonbeg.) 

Kilkee has a natural breakwater, within which tlie depth varies from fourteen to two 
fathonis as it nears the shore. 'Ihere is no pier or quay, but a quay would be of great uti- 
lity. The harbour runs in between Kilkee and Dough, and i.s well calculated for fisher- 
men. Local contributions, it is probable, would be obtained (Lieut. Pemicfather, B.N., 

C. G.O., Kilkee.) 

A qiiay at Qiierrin In the Shannon, four miles from Carrigaholt, is greatly wanted. 

Carrigaliolt Quay is of little use, having been built upon the minor part of an extensive 

flat; and boats are often detained therein neap tides (Lieut. White, R.N., Inspecting 

Commander C. G.) 

llie tide rises in Querrin, from eighteen to twenty feet; and only twelve feet at Carrig- 
aholt and Kilbalia. The pier at Carrigahol^ was originally erected at the charge of the 
county on presentment, and afterwards repaired by the late Fishery Board ; it requires ex- 
tension. Qiierriii is most in need of a pier, as it is the principal fishing station in the lower 
Shannon. 1 he agents of the landlords say they would contribute ; but no one will begin. 
The fishermen would contribute in labour, and use their boats for can-ylng materials.— 
(The Rev. Mr. Duggan, P.P.) 
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The pier at Kilbalia is so much exposed that it can only be approached in smooth Kilbaha 
water; a small breakwater would make it very useful to fishermen and local trade. 

The pier at Kilrush was originally built by the Commissioners of Customs, and* on the Kilr I 
abolition of the Irish Board was handed over to the Commissioners of the Fisheries who 
repaired it. Tlie_ proprietor of the soil, Mr. Vandeleur, now claims a right over it. A 
small toll, producing about £35 a year, is collected at it, and applied in protecting and re- 
pairing the pier and harbour : the toll is not charged on fishing ho&ts.^( Mr .James Patter- 
son, late Inspector of Fisheries.) 

I am of opinion that the produce of the tolls in Kilrush is upwards of £100 a year 
Resistance has been made to the tolls by the public, but no legal decision has been inade* 

There is not any haibour on the Clare side of the Shannon, which requires a pier or quay Querrin. 
more than Querrm. There are belonging to it twenty-five fishing boats, of from seven to 
twelve tons each, fourteen trading boots of from forty to forty-five tons, and about fifty 
canoes. I he owners of the boats would each bring two loads of stone to assist in making 
^ ^ probability tliat any other assistance would be obtained. 

—{Mr J. Peake, C.G.O., Kilrush.) 

COUNTY KERRY. 



A pier is required in Ballybunian creek, depth of water ten feet ; also in Killeen, depth 

of water fifteen feet ; and in Cashin river, depth of water on the bar, twenty-one feet 

{Mr T. Lloyd, C.G.O., Cashin.) 

There Is a quay at Barra, which was erected for the late Fishery Board ; but it is con- 
demned — {See Appendix 19.) 

A pier is required at Kilfinoura.—fAfr T. Homer sham, C.G.O., Barra) 

There is no place on this coast, (between Kilgobin in Tralee Bay, and Fermoyle in 
Brandon Bay,) deserving the name of harbour; which has occasioned the loss of many lives 
among the fishermen; within the last four years, five good hookers, and several small boats 
have been lost here. ’ 

A pier Is required in the rlclnity of Castle Gregory, v’hlch is a village containing a poon- 
lation exceeding 1000, comprising a great number of fishermen and boat owners This 
pier would not only be advantageous to the fisheries, but to trade. 

ulurl) probability of obtaining a local contribution.— ( Unsigned Coast Guard 

Brandon Quay, erected by the late Fishery Board, requires repairs, the foundation stones 
having been started by the gales. There is not any probability of obtaining a local contri- 
bution for the purpose.— (itfr. T. Z)ycr, C. G. 0., R?Wi>n.) ® 

Smerwick Harbour and Ferriter’s Cove are small bays, with bad anchorage in about ten 
fathoms water. Dunquin and Great Blasket are dangerous creeks. T^ere are not anv 
piers or quays: the boats are hauled on shore and up the cliifs. 

At Ballincolla Point in Ferriter’s Cove, there are remains of an ancient pier, and the con 
struction of a new pier here would be of incalculable advantage, not only to fishermen but 
to the whole neighbourhood, and to vessels in distress. The people, however, are too poor 
to contribute any thing but labour, which they would give. The Earl of Cork Lord 
Ventry, and their lessees, are the landlords.— (izewi. Thompson, B.H., C.G.O., Ferriteds 

In Venti-y Harbour, the depth of water varies from three to seven fathoms. There 
neiAer pier or quay; but there is a favourable site for a pier, at which the tide rises about 

le cocw 

To allow tie quay of Dingle to go to ruin for want of repairs, would be a great injury to 
isiermen and the local trade. It requires repairs and extension. Heretoforl , it has bLn 
^eiy beneficial. — {Captain Creagh, R.N., Inspecting Commander C.G) 

■ is required, either in Awnascail Cove, or at Minard Castle.-(ilfr Bar 

ns, C.G.U., Minard.) ^ 

Pttt'ii. in oonjiinetion with the undersigned, and the 
inhabitants of two parishes, (working for one week,) changed the course of a nver to enable 
small boats to she ter at Atdnnane, where a quay can §e erected for a small sum, “here 
being an excellent quarry on the spot,-.(Afr. F. Eagar, Mimtrd.) ’ 

trlS’' “ I”®''- ^ •J'® proprietor of the land, Mr. Blennerhassett, would con- 

tabnte either in money or materials ; and the boat-owners and fishermen would contribute 
inlabour. Stone is on the spot.-(Mr C. Mathias, C.G.O., Kells) “ contrioute 

A pier would be very useful at Kells.-( The Bee. F. A. Chute, Caltiremeen.) 

Ihere is a pier at Cahirciveen, one at Valentia, and another at Ballinskelligs ; but they 
Shing trrdm q»it-nfflcient for the present eSenrof tg 

Vd®ntin has been injured by the throwing out of ballast near the pier. To orevent this 
piactice there ought to be some responsible person in charge of the piers every whlT 

The piers are intolerable order. They have not produced any improvLTnt ii th, 

be“dtSgT.o ILlSalTa'dr ■ certainly have 

At Portmagee, or opposite to it on Valentia, a pier would be very useful 

Cahirciveen is%uired._( Tie Bre. 
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Baltimore. 
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Castletownsend. 



Castlehaven, Cor- 
rigillahy, Glan- 
dore, and Ross. 



The Valentia pier or quay (at foot of the Island,) was erected by the late Fishery 
Board; and was repaired and enlarged at the public expense, in 1830. — {Mr. F. Honan, Va* 
lentia-') 

Aghavore Harbour is difficult of entrance, but perfectly sheltered. A pier in it would 
be very useful. Cove, or Code, a small creek in Kenmare River, with three or fom- fathoms 
• water, also requires a pier. 

There is a pier at Kenmare, erected by the late Fishery Board. It requires repairs and 
extension. 

Kilmacollogue Harbour, on the south shore of Kenmare River, is fit for large vessels, 
having five or six fathoms water; and Ardgrome, seaward of It, has a depth of four or five 
fathoms. In each, a pier would be very useful. — {Mr. John O’ Connell, M. P., Derrynme 
Abbey.) 

A settlement has taken place in the pier at Kenmare, owing to the foundation being of 
mud.* — {Mr. Edward Noble, C.G.O., Westcove.) 

COUNTY CORK. 

Ballycrobane is a small but good cove for fishing craft. It contains a piei*, erected for 
the late Fishery Board, which now requires repairs, and an extension. — {Mr John O’Con^ 
nell, M.P.) 

'Fhe pier at Laurence Cove (Bere Island) is in good repair. Castletown pier is in want of 
some repairs. No local funds for repairing exist. — {Mr. B. Skinner, C.G-0., Cdstletovm.) 

The quay in Bantry was built by the public, and fishermen are required to pay from 2d. 
to Ad. toll when landing fish on it; but this has been resisted,, and I believe that no legal 
decision has been made respecting it. — {Lieut. Boxodler, R.N., Bere Island . _) 

Between Bantry and the abbey, the harbour has been injured by vessels throwing out 
ballast. 

A pier is required to shelter the harbour, which is much exposed to westerly gales ; 
many boats have been wrecked, and great numbers injured. — {Lieut. Senior, Jt.N., C.G.O., 
Whitehorse.) 

Dunmanus and Kilcomane creeks, in Dunmanus Bay, have good and safe natural landing 
places for boats and small vessels. Kitchen Cove also possesses these natural advantages, 
and is a safe little harbour for larger vessels. A good pier might be erected in it without 
much expense; two small rivers flow into it. — {Mr. Harvey, C.G.O., Dunmanus.) 

Crookhaven is in all respects a good harbour, and contains piers. — {Mr. Cooper, C.G.O., 
Crookliaven.) 

A pier or quay is much required in the hiurbour of Skull, and also in Tourmore ci-eek.— 
{Mr. Baldwin, C. G. 0., Long Island.) 

Cape Clear Island possesses two harbours, the north and south ; the former has a pier, 
which is, however, in a state of decay, no means being adopted for its preservation. The 
depth of water in the south harbour is about four fathoms. In north harbour the depth is 
only eight feet at the pier head. 

A quay on the east side of Sherkin Island is very desirable for fishermen and the local 
trade. 

Baltimore Harbour is capacious, and well adapted for the lai'gest vessels. It contains a 
pier, which is kept in good repair by means of a toll on all vessels and boats except those 
of fishermen. 

Resistance has been made to the tolls in Baltimore. The charge on turf and potato 
boats, although only 6d. per boat, appears to be a hardship, as the poor are almost exclusively 
the consumers. The toll impels the owners of small turf ^oats to take the fuel elsewhere, 
and the price is therefore not only higher, but the poor are often left without fuel. 

The Earl of Carbery is proprietor of Baltimore. — {Mr. Coyhlan, C.G.O., Baltimore. 

Barlogue, at low water, has a depth of two fathoms. Loch-hine at low water, possesses 
also considerable depth Both of these harbours, and Stralaspine, would be excellent 
fishing stations. At Stralaspine there are remains of buildings, used formerly by curers of 
Pilchards. There are not piers or quays in them ; and if fisli were cured to any extent, 
wharfs would be necessary. There is not any probability of obtaining local contributions. — 
{Mr. French, C.G.O., Barlogue.) 

Castle Townsend Harbour has many advantages, there being from six to seven fathoms 
water at the entrance, soft mud, and good anchorage for vessels drawing eleven feet water. 
There are two landing quays, and a small one for hookers. There are also several landing 
beaches. The quays require repairs, and a new quay at the point, near the watchhouse, 
would be a great accommodation to the public. — {Lieut. Taylor, C.G.O., Castle Townsend.) 

There are few harbours better adapted for a fishing station than Castlehaven ; it contains 
many landing places, and has sufficient depth of water for any merchant vessel. 

Corrigillahy, with all its disadvantages as to shelter, is a good and successful fishing sta- 
tion. Squince and Blindharbour are dso without shelter, and have no great depth of water, 
but a gi-eat number of fishermen belong to them. The fishermen of Corrigillahy devote 
their whole lives to fishing, and are the most enterprising and successful fishers on this part 
of the coast. By unwearied exertions they have acquired capital, and have now eight 
hookei-s exclusive of small boats ; but owing to the exposed situation of the creek, they are 
in momentary danger of losing their hard earnings. It has astonished me to see their fre- 
quent escapes in beating round to a place of security. A pier here is very much requred. 

* See Mr. Donnell’s Report on Fishermen’s Harbours, Appendix, No. 18, 
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It is very doubtful whether local contributions for a pier could be obtained. The pro- 
prietor of Corrigillahy is Mr. Temple French. 

Glandore is a very extensive harbour, and well suited for the fisheries and for trade. 

Vessels of 200 tons burden may run for it at any tide, and ride in safety through any gale. 

There are innumerable landing places from its entrance to the head of tlie harbour, a dis- 
tance of four miles. It contains a pier, erected for the late Fishery Board, but from the 
form of the creekin which it is situated, and the prevalence of west and soutli-west winds, there 
is a drawback or rebound of the surf, and it is impossible for a boat to lie in safety during 
stormy weather. A breakwater on the opposite point would render the pier a place of 
safety, even for coasters. I know of no effect it has had in the creation or extension of 
employment in the fisheries. 

Ross, although a bar harbour, is a good fishing station for row boats. Lug-bait is found there 
in great quantities — {Mr. Edwards^ C.G.O., Glandore.) 

Millcove, one mile and a half from Rosscarberry, can be entered at any time of the tide, Millcove. 
as its depth at low water is fourteen feet at the entrance, and during high water it is five 
fathoms. The harbour is quite sheltered, and contains a small quay built by Mr. Smyth, 
the proprietor of the eastern side of the cove. This quay suffered considerable damage in 
November, 1835. The repair and extension of it would be a great benefit, and would not 
cost more than £50 {Lieut Kempthorne, C.G.O., Millcove.) 

During most part of the year a great number of large fishing hookers from Baltimore, Dunnycove and 
Cape Clear, Kinsale, &c. anchor in the creek of Dunnycove. If a pier were erected, it Clonakilty. 
would be of great advantage to fishermen, and the local trade generally. The land propri- 
etors would probably contribute, and the boatmen would assist. 

A pier at Ring, in the entrance of the river to Clonakilty, was erected by the late Fish- 
ery Board. There is a depth of seventeen feet over the bar in spring tides, and of fourteen 
feet in neaps — ( Lieut Speek, C.G.O., Dunnycove.) 

Courtmacsherry Harbour, which has two fathoms depth at low water, contains a pier and Courtmacsherry. 
landing quay, erected by the late fishery Board, and a quay, called “ King’s Quay,” erected 
by the late Irish Board of Customs, and now the property of the Earl of Shannon. 

The fishery pier is in good repair, and has been a great public benefit, although it has 
not occasioned an extension of employment in the fisheries, or any increase of trade or 
agriculture. 

Broad Strand, south side, requires a large pier for the fisheries, to which it would be of 
immense benefit. The King’s quay of Courtmacsherry, if improved and extended, would 

also be of great advantage to fishermen. Local contributions could not be obtained {Lieut. 

Quadling, C.G.O., Courtmacsherry.) 

Coolemain, at the mouth of Kilbritton River, is a safe landing place, but requires a Coolemain. 
pier. No local contribution can be expected. — {Mr. R. N. O’Brien, C.G.O., Hoioes's 
Strand.) 

Kinsale and Oyster Haven afford ample accommodation to fishermen, being easy of ac- Kinsale. 
cess at all times of the tide, and in all sorts of weather. The depth varies from four to 
eight fathoms. Kinsale harbour has many landing quays, which are kept in repair by the 
owners of the gi’ound on which they are built. A good pier is very much required in the 
Cove of Kinsale. It is probable that a local contribution could be obtained. — {Mr. W. 

Daish, C.G.O., Upper Cave^ 

A pier or quay is much wanting in Robert’s Cove, and also in Ringabella. It is un- Robert’s Cove and 
certain whether local contributions could be obtained. — {Lieut. Masters, R.N., C.G.O., Ringabella. 
Robert’s Cove?) 

The fishermen of Ringabella are colonists from Crosshaven, where some years ago they 
had fine boats, well appointed; but their land having fallen out of lease, they were 
obliged to sell their large boats, purchase inferior ones, and remove to Ringabella. — 
f Unsigned Return, for all the Coast Guard Stations in Cove District.) 

Crosshaven Creek, Cork Harbour, is three fathoms deep at low water ; it is sheltered Crossliaven. 
from all winds and bad weather ; it is contiguous to Cove market and to Cork ; but it is to 
be regretted, that the inhabitants of a place so well adapted for fishing, are destitute of 
proper means of pursuing the employment. There is not a pier or quay, and either would 
be an improvement under any circumstances. It is probable the landlords would contri- 
bute to the erection of a pier or quay, if there were any prospect of improvement in the 
fish trade — {Mr. J. Hull, C.G.O., Crosshaven.) 

Guileen, a creek near Poor-head, is frequented by fishermen. It has at low water a Guileen. 
depth of two and a half feet, and is easy of access, but contains neither a pier or quay. 

The depth of water has been lessened by the throwing out of ballast from the fishing 
boats. — {Mr. J. Mullins, C.G.O., Poor Head) 

Ballycotton Bay is remarkable for its clean ground : it is from two to nine fathoms deep; Ballycotton. 
and if a small pier or harbour were formed in it, to provide a shelter against S.E. gales, 
the fishermen would be able to pursue their industry in winter ; at present their boats must 
be hauled up during the winter months. It is probable that a local contribution could be 
obtained. — {Lieut. Denneky, R.N., C.G.O., Ballycotton.) 

Greenland and Knockadoon require small piers. At present the fishing boats are fre-. Greenland and 
quently injured, as there is no place of shelter for them : they are generally left at anchor Knockadoon. 
near the fishermen’s places of residence, or are drawn up among the rocks. The 
Marquess of Thomond is proprietor of the land. — {Mr. Charles Edington, C.G.O., 

Knockadoon.) 

A safety pier at Knockadoon would be of material benefit to fishermen and to commerce. 

It would prevent the many shipwrecks which occur every year, as no vessel or even fishing 

2F2 
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hooker can get over the bar of Youghal Harbour, during two or three hours of low water, 
and the bar breaks right across in a heavy gale, so that ships or fishing boats, caught in a 
gale of wind on the land, have no choice but to run ashore. Between Cork and Water- 
ford a heavy vessel has not a harbour to run for in a severe gale. 

A liberal subscription for a pier at Knockadoon would be made by the inhabitants of 
Youghal. — {Mr, O'Connell, C.G.O., Youghal.) 

COUNTY WATERFORD. 

Ardmore Harbour has many natural advantages, and if a pier and quay were erected 
in it, large fishing boats would be sheltered, as well as vessels of from six to eight feet 
draught. 

Whiting Bay requires a landing place for the fishing boats which resort to it with sean- 
nets in summer, when shoals of Sprat, Skad, and Mackerel, are seen off the bay : a 
small quay might be erected at little expense. — ( Unsigned Return from the Coast Guard 
District of Ardmore.) 

Few places on the coast (between Youghal and Dungarvan,) present favorable sites for 
piers. A slip would be useful at Ardmore, to facilitate the hauling up of the boats : ano- 
ther is required in Whiting Bay. 

The pier in Grandison Cove, within Helvick Head, erected by Mr. H. Villiers Stuart 
at his own expense, has been most useful to fishermen in sheltering their boats, and enabling 
them to land fish in stormy weather, which they^ could not do without it, during some 
winds. It has been also useful to local trade. — {Mr. H. Deles Roderich, Youghal.) 

. Baliinagaul Harbour, within Helvick Head, is dry at low water, but at high water 
there is a depth of from eight to ten feet, a short distance from high water mark. A pier 
or landing place there would be of the greatest advantage. The fishermen have thrown 
together a large quantity of loose stones, which answer their purpose in good weather; but 
bad weather knocks their edifice to pieces, and then they build it up again. They are the 
most persevering and industrious fishermen on the Waterford coast. 

Mr. H. Villiers Stuart has expended a large sum in excavating a harbour near Baliina- 
gaul, (Grandison,) but it is unsafe in bad weather. 

There is not room for the fishermen at Dungarvan Quay, and they are obliged to bring 
up the fish in small boats, and land it on the beach, which is expensive to them, and inju- 
rious to their fish. A quay at Abbeyside is essentially necessary ; it would be of great utility 
to the fishermen. 

There is a pier at Ballinacourty, erected by the late Fishery Board, but the Dungarvan 
or Abbeyside fishermen do not use it, nor do the Baliinagaul men use it ; they prefer running 
for Dungarvan, when need must. The pier is in good repair ; but there is very little fishing car- 
ried on by Ballinacourty boats ; their trade is conveying limestone along the coast. When 
Herrings and small fish come in, a few of the boats are then used in fishing, and also in the 
Hake season, by the owners of trammel-nets — {Mr. Andrew Carhery, Dungarvan.) 

A pier in Lady Elizabeth’s Cove, or Lady Mary’s, on the west side of Tramore Bay, 
would be of great benefit to fishermen.— (Lfewt. Scudamore, R.N., C.G.O., Islands Ikean.) 

The harbour of Dunmore has a depth of from two to three fathoms at low water, and 

contains a good pier with quays, at present under repair by the Board of Public Works 

{Mr. Richard Ross, C.G.O., Dunmorel) 

CO. WEXFORD. 

Duncannon harbour contains a pier, but the harbour requires deepening. 

Arthurstown harbour also contains a pier erected by the Board of Public Works • it 
retires repairs. This harbour fills with mud.— (1/r. .B. Starke, C.G.O., Arthurstoim.) 

Fethard pier, erected by the Board of Customs, is kept in repair for the use of the Coast 
Guard. It is dry at low water. 

Slade pier, situate about a mile east of the Hook Tower, is nearly dry at low water, but 
there is a depth of fifteen feet at high water. It wants the S.E. wall ; which mivht be 
easily rebuilt, and with little expense, sufficient materials being on the spot. This harbour 
is in great w'ant of protection. 

It is stated that the Marquess of Ely, (proprietor of the land,) has promised to assist In 
the re-erection of Slade pier, and the fishermen would contribute labour*.— (M-, T L 
Wood, C.G.O., Fethard.) ^ 

Kilmore hai-bour possesses fine anchorage and holding grounds, with many other natural 
advmtages. It contains a pier, erected in 1825 by the fishermen themselves, aided to a 
trifling extent by some persons in the neighbourhood. This pier is quite inadequate to the 
protection of boats suitable for the fisheries on the coast. It is in tolerably good repair. 
An extension is required, but there is no probability that any considerable local contribu- 
tion in aid would be obtained. — {Mr H. J. Lynn, C.G.O., Kilmore.) 

Kilmore, with a little assistance to its natural advantages, might be made equal to any 
harbour in the kingdom for utility and safety. — {Mr. J. H. Talbot, M.P.) 

The harbour of Camagh is easy of access, and lias a sandy bottom : it possesses an incon- 
siderable pier ; it is a good site for a better pier, and is capable of much improvement. — 
{Lieut. JV. F. Dssell, R. N., C.G.O., Camsore.) 

Ballygeary creek possesses great capabilities of improvement. At seven perches from high 

• See Evidence taken at Slade, p. 182. 
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vater mark, there is a depth of two fathoms, with scarcely any tide, good holding ground, 
and complete shelter. There is not a pier here, but there is one at New Quay, in the yU 
cinity, which is however insufficient to protect boats in bad weather, and is dry at low water. 
It is probable that a local contribution for a pier at Ballygeary would be obtained. — {Mr. 
T. Bates, C.G.O., Ballygeary.') 

A pier or quay in the south bay, S.W. of Wexford harbour is most necessary for the fish- 
ermen. The quays of Wexford are about seven miles from the nearest fishing ground, and 
owing to this distance, and a bad bar, the boats are often detained in the harbour six or 
seven days : and very often, during the short days, and contrary winds and tides, when they 
reach the fishing ground, it is time to return — {Captain Mark Devereux^ 

A pier is in progress at Courtown, which is expected to be available for vessels of eighty 
tons burthen. 

There is a spot affording some shelter at Poulduff, which is the only place on this part of 
the coast where a foundation for a pier could be procured. — {Captain Boileau, R- iV., In- 
specting Commander C.G.) 

COUNTY WICKLOW. 

The river Avoca which empties itself into the sea below Arklow bridge, is the only har- 
bour for the fishermen ; and they have very serious obstacles to contend with in approach- 
ing and getting into the river, there being no natural advantages whatever. There is not 
a pier or quay. Boats and vessels are obliged to throw out ballast at sea before they can 
attempt the bar. On many occasions they are obliged to be made quite light, and the bal- 
last is then taken out of them in small boats. — {Lieut Parker, R.N., C.G.O., Arklow.) 

The hardships which the Arklow fishermen suffer, in consequence of not having a pier 
or quay at Arklow, are very great. A local contribution for a pier could be obtained from 
the inhabitants of Arklow, and its neighbourhood. — {Mr. R. Davis, Customs Officer, Arklow.) 

As there is not a harbour at Greystones, the fishermen are reduced to great poverty ; the 
boats which they must use at present being unfit for the remote fishing gi-oirads, and the 
fish having nearly deserted the inshore grounds along this coast.* — {Mr. Curtis, C. G. 0., 
Greystones.) 



MARKETS FOR FISH IN EACH COUNTY. 



To< 



IS in each County- 



Summary of the Informs 



Persons who have supplied the 
Information. 



Belfast. 



CAttRlCKFEnCUS. 



The supply of Haddock not .abundant; Hake tole- 
rnbly plentiful ; Cod. Plaice, Mullet and Whiting in 
great abundance ; Turbot, Brit, Sole, Mackerel, and 
Gurnet scarce; Herrings not very abundant ; Hake, 
Salmon, and Eels in great plenty ; Oysters and Lob- 
sters abundant. 

The Cured Herrings are in general from Scotland. 

The Collector of Customs states that he does not 
consider the supply of Fisb equal to the demand. 

The supply of Haddock, Turbot, Brit, Sole, Mack- 
erel, Mullet, Gurnet, and Whiting, vei^ scarce and 
limited; Hake, Cod, Plaice, and Ling, abundant; 
Herrings sometimes plentiful, but the supply short to 
wliat it has been; Oysters and Lobsters in ahun- 

The Cured Herrings are generally from Scotland. 

The town is very hadly supplied with Haddock, 
Hake, Brit, Sole, Whiting, Herrings, Salmon, Eels, 
and Oysters. The supply of Cod, Turbot, Plaice, 
Mackerel, Mullet, Gurnet, and Lobsters, tolerably 
abundant. 

The Cured Herrings are from Scotland. 

The Deputy Post-Master states, that the different 
kinds of fish specified are abundant about the har- 
bour, but that the fishermen are hadly provided with 
gear. 

Lisburn is tolerably well supplied with Haddock, 
Cod, Plaice, Gurnet, and 'Whiling. Herrings are 
scarce ; Salmon and Eels only occasionally on sale : 
Lobsters scarce ; Oysters abundant. 

The Cured Herrings are brought from the Isle of 
Man and Scotland. 

The supply of Haddock, Cod, Turbot, Plaice, Mack- 
erel, Salmon, and Lobsters, very limited; Herrings, 
Eels, Emd Oysters, abundant. 

Cured Herrings are for tlie mo.?t part, from Scot- 



John Aghew, Esq., Sovereign. 
Collector of Excise. 

Collector of Customs. 

The Distributer ofStamps. 
Deputy Postmaster. 

F. D. Finlay, Esq. 



WOliam Burleigh, Esq. 
J ames Cowan, Esq. 



Lieut. IVood, R.N. 
Sub-Distributer of Stamps. 
Deputy Postmaster. 



The 'Very Rev. Doan Stannns. 



A. I. Kelly, Esq., Sovereign. 
Collector of Excise. 
Distributer of Stamps. 
Deputy Postmaster. 



* See Evidence, page 186. See also Evidence as to Bray Harbour, jiage 187. 



Wexford Harbours, 



Courtown and 
Poulduff. 



Greystones, Br^ 
Head. 
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[ Enniskillen. 



The supply of Haddock, Hake, Cod, Soles, and William Fi^honme, Em , Sora. 
Lobsters, IS very limited. Plaice, Herrings, Salmon, reign. ^ 

and Oysters, abundant. , Sub-Distributer of Stamps. 

1 he Cured Hemngs are mostly from Scotland— Deputy Postmaster. ' 

scarcely any other fidi than those named are brought. 

*- Carlow. 



I The supply of every kind of fish is abundant, es 
cept Turbot, Brit, and Mullet, which are seldom i 
the market. 

Some of the salted Herrings are cured in Ireland- 
but the most part in Scotland. 

Haddock, Hake, Cod, Plaice, Soles, Mackerel,! 
Mullet. Gurnet, Salmon, Whiting, Herrings, and| 
Oysters, very abundant. Turbot, Brit, and Lobsters! 
[very scarce. 

I The Cured Herrings are for the most part from! 
Scotland — some Irish salted Herrings are sold. * 

The market is well supplied in the respective sca- 
ns with Haddock, Hake, Cod, Turbot, Sole, Plaice, 
Mackerel, and Heniugs. Oysters, Lobsters, Salmon,! 
and Eels are abundant. ' 

Some of the salted Herrings sold, are cured 
[land, hut the most part in Scotland. 

The supply of Haddock, Hake, Cod, Mackerel, 
iGumct, Whiting, Herrings Salmon, Eels, and Lob- 
Isters, is very abundant. The supply of Turbot, Brit, 
iPlaice, Sole, Mullet, and Oysters, is very limited. 

The salted Herrings sold, are some of them cured 
Ireland ; but the general supply is from Scotland. 

The supply of Haddock, Hake, Cod, Plaice, Soles, 
land Herrings, is tolerably good; Salmon scarce; 
jOysters abundant; Lobsters limited. It seldom or 
happens that any other kind of fish is brought 

e for tlie most part from 

The supply of Haddock, Cod, Plaice, Sole, Mack- 
erel, Gurnet, Whiting, and Herring, is by no means 
abundant; Hake tolerably abundant ; Turbot, Brit, I 
land Mullet, very scarce ; Salmon, limited ; Eels, very 
[scarce; Oysters, abundant; Lobsters, scarce. ' 
The salted Herrings sold, are from Scotland. 

During the last autumn and winter, sea-fish 
every kind were more than usually scarce on tl 
coast.— (^Distributer of Stamps.) 

The supply of fish is altogether indifferent and pre- 
Icarious. — (Mr. Jenkins.) 

There is a very scanty supply of every species of fish 
except Oysters and Crabs, which are abundant. 

The Cured Herrings sold, are from Scotland. 

The supply of Haddock, Mullet, Salmon, and Eels 
I limited ; Cod, though more plentiful, not abundant ; 
Turbot and Soles very scarce ; the supply of Plaice, 
tolerably good ; Mackerel, Gurnet, Whiting, Her-, 
rings, and Oysters, abundant; and a small. supply of 
Lobsters. 

The salted Herrings sold, are for the most part 
[cured in Scotland. One cargo from Galway, of 
labout 200 barrels cured in bulk, was sold here this 



_ The supply of Haddock, occasionally good; Her- O'Beime, L.L.D. 

rings. Oysters, and Lobsters, very abundant ; every[ Distributer of Stamps, 
[other description of sea-fish very scarce. There is a| Deputy Postmaster. 

[good and regular supply of Salmon and Eels. 

The Cured Herrings sold, are from Scotland. 



The Rev. Dr. Ifing. 
Sub-Distributer of Stamps. 
Deputy Postmaster. 



Rev. Dr. Browne. 
Sub-Distributer of Sfa 
Deputy Postmaster. 



Collector of Customs. 

Collector of Excise. 

Town Clerk. 

Distributer of Stanms. 

Chief Constable of Police. 

Rev. Dr. M‘Kay, L.L.D. 

Geo. Newman, £sq. 

Assistant Collector of Customs. 
Deputy Postmaster. 



Henry Hume, Esq. 
Collector of Excise. 
Sub-Distributer of Stamps. 
Deputy Postmaster. 



John Jenkins, E.sq. 

Collector of Excise. 

Assistant Collector of Customs. 
Sub-Distributer of Stamps. 
Barrackmaster. 



Alexander Miller, Esq., 

Mr. Robert Denvir, Innkeeper. 
Distributer of Stamps. 

Deputy Postmaster. 

Isaac Glenny, Esq. 

The Collector of Customs. 
Distributer of Stamps. 

Deputy Postmaster. 



The supply of Haddock, Cod, Plaice, Gurnet, and! 
Whiting, is very limited ; Herrings, Eels, and Oysters 
'■■e abundant; Salmon and Lobsters very scarce. 

The' Herrings sold are cured in Galway, and som 

Scotland. 

The supply of Haddock, Hake, 'Cod, Dorse, Tur- 
bot, Plaice, Mackerel, Gurnet, Whiting, Herrings, 
Oysters, and Lobsters, is very good, but might be 
much better if more exertion were used. Soles and 
[Mullet are very scarce ; Salmon, abundant; Eels are 
'al.so abundant, but small. 

j The Herrings sold are cured in Galway, and a 
Ismail portion in Scotland. 

Loughrea is well supplied with Hake, Cod, Plaice, 
Gurnet, Whiting, Eels, and Oysters ; but there is a 
deficiency of Haddock, Turbot, Brit, Sole, Mackerel, 
[Mullet, and Salmon. Lobsters and Herrings 
abundant. 






re very 



Distributer of Stamps. 
Deputy Postmaster. 



Manager of the AgriculturalBaiik 
Deputy Clerk of the Peace. 
Collector of Excise. 
Barrackmaster. 

Deputy Postmaster. 
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Towns in each County. 


Summary of the Information received. 


Persotu who have supplied the 

Infomaliou. 




TOAB. 


An abundance of Hake, Cod, Plaice, Gurnet, Wliit- 


Snh-Distributer of Stampsi 


< 


ing, Herrings, Eels, and Oysters. Haddock, Salmon, 
and Lobsters in moderate supply. 

The salted Herrings sold, are cured in Galway. 


Deputy Postmaster. 




KlllARNEy. 


Killamey is tolerably well supplied with Hake, 
Mackerel, Gurnet. Wblting, Herrings, Oysters, and 
Salmon. Haddock, Cod, Turbot, Plaice, Sole, and 
Mullet, are very scarce, and seldom on sale. 

The salted Eferrings sold are cured in Dingle and 
Kenmare. 


Sub-Distiihuter of Stamp. 
Deputy Postmaster. 




Tdalee. 


The market is very well suppKed with every descrip- 
tion of fish, except Eels wliich are very scarce. 


T. Chute, Esq., Provost. 






The Barraokmaster. 






The salted Herrings sold, are for the most part, 
from Scotland — some few from Dingle. 


Distributer of Stamps. 
Collector of Exdse. 






As.sistant Collector of Customs. 
Deputy Postmaster. 


S 1 


Atht. 


The supply of Haddock, Hake, Sole, Salmon, and 
Lobsters, not abundant; Cod abundant occasionally. 
Herrings, Eels and Oysters abundant. 

The cured Herrings sold are for the most part li-om 
Scotland. 


Distributer of Stamps. 


C 1 
M * 


Deputy Postmaster. 


1 


KltKENNY. 


Tolerably well supplied with Hake, Haddock, Cod, 
Plaice. Gurnet, Whiting, Herrings, and Oysters. Lob- 


Rev. Dr. Bailie. 




Collector of Excise. 






sters and Salmon scarce ; Eels plentiful. 


Barrackmaster. 


g ] 




Salted Herrings are brought here iu kisbes from 
Wexford and Galway. Some few barrels of Herrings 


Deputy Postmaster. 


s l 




are brought from Scotland. 




> 


-Tullamoobe. 


The supply of fish in Tullamore is very bad ; a few 


Barrackmaster. 




Haddock and Cod are brought here occasionally ; Her- 


Sub-Distributer of Stamps. 


o 




rings, Eels, and Oysters, are abundant; Salmon and 

The salted Herrings sold here are for the most part 
from Scotland, and some few from Galway. 


Deputy Postmaster. 


o 


Pabsonstowk. 


The supply of Haddock is scarce; Cod, Herrings, 
Salmon, £els. Oysters, and Lobsters, abundant. 


Sub-Distributer of Stamps. 






Deputy Postmaster. 




i 


Tlie salted Herrings sold are cured iu Ireland. ; 


Cabbick-ok-Shannon 

L 


The supply of Cod, Herrings, Eels, and Oyster.s, abun- 
dant ; Salmon very limited 
The cured Heriings are brought from Galway. 


The Distributer of Stamps and 
Governor of the Jail. 






The supply of Hake, Haddock, Cod, and Herrings, 
good: Tmljot. Plaice, Soles, Mackerel, Gurnet, and 


Mayor of Limerick. 








§ 




Whiting, scarce ; Salmon, Eels, and Oysters abundant. 


Collector of Excise. 






Of Lobsters there is a fair supply. 


Distiibuter of Stamps. 


g 1 




The market is in general abundantly supplied with 
fresh fish one day in the week. There is occasionally 
a supply on other days, but this cannot be depended 
upon. — (Mai/or of Lhneric/i.) 


Deputy Postmaster. 




LoND0K»EHB7. 


Haddock, Turbot, Soles, Gurnet, and Whiting, are 
scarce; Cod, Plaice, Herrings, Salmon, and Oysters, 
abundant. Lobsters tolerably plentiful. 








Collector of Excise. 








§ 




The salted Llerrings sold are for the most part from 


Distributer of Stamps. 


n 




Scotland. 


Deputy Postmaster. 


o 


CoLEBAIKE. 


Coleraine is supplied abundantly with Haddock. 








Hake, Cod, Plaice, Gurnet, AVbiting, Herrings, Sal- 




n 




mou. Eels, Ovsters, and Lobsters. The supply ol 








Turbot, Soles, and Mackerel is very limited. 
The cured Herrings sold are from Scotland. 


Inn Keeper. 




rLo.NGFOBD. 


The supply of Cod is generally very good ; Herrings 


Barrackmaster. 


pH 


are abundant; a good supply of Salmou, Eels, and 
Oysters. Very seldom is any other kindof fishbronght 
to this market. 






1 


: Deputy Postmaster. 


g 

1-3 


L 


The .salted Herrings sold are cured in the Isle ol 
Man and Scotland. 






Sbogheda. 


The supply of Haddock. Cod, Plaice, Whiting, Her- 
lings, Salmon, aud Oysters, is abundant. The supply 
of Hake, Turbot, Brit, Sole, Mackerel, Mullet, Gur- 
net, Eels, and Lobsters, is very limited. 


• G.W. Evans, Esq 
John Crawford, Esq. 

• Collector of Customs. 
Collector of Excise. 






The cured Herrings sold are from Scotland. The 




H ■ 




market is nneertain. 


Deputy Postmaster. 


O 

iJ 


Dukbaik. 


The supply of Haddock, Plaice, Mackerel, Gurnet 
Whiting, Salmon, Eels, and Oysters, is abundant, bui 
that of Cod, Turbot, Brit, Sole, Mullet, Heraugs, and 
Lobsters, only occasioual and limited. 

The cured Herrings sold here are from Scotland. 


, Distributer of Stamps. 






1 Barrackmaster. 




'Castlebar. 


Abundantly supplied with Haddock, Cod, Mack- 
erel, Mullet, Whiting, Gurnet, Herrings, Salmon 


Distributer of Stamps. 
, Deputy Postmaster. 






Eels, and Ovsters. 




. 




The supply of Hake, Turbot, Plaice, Sole and 








The salted Herrings sold are mostly cured in West 
port and Newport — Some in Scotland. 
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Towns in each County. 



"^®>7 y*!} supplied with Haddock, Cod, Plaice, Barrackmaster. 
Mackerel, Gurnet, Whiting, Herrings, Salmon, and 
Oysters. Hake, Turbot, Sole, Mullet, and Lobsters 



Salmon, seldom to bei had. Distributer of Stamps. 

01 Cod, Plaice, Gurnet, Wliiting, and Eels — a tolera- Deputy Postmaster, 
bly good supply. Herrings are plentiful. Rev. Eugene O’Reilly, P P 

The salted Herrings sold are cured in Scotland. 

Haddock, Cod. Herrings, Salmon, and Eels, are Dacre Hamilton, Esq. 
fw Vf t/'’®'' ‘0 town; and even Distributer of Stamps, 

morea^hundanti™’ Oysters are Deputy Postmaster.^ 

The salted Herrings sold are for the most part 
cured in Scotland. 

Herrings is abundant ; Cod, Plaice, Barrackmaster. 

1 ’ ^ n E®’® we scarce. Distributer of Stamps. 

The .supply of Oysters is tolerably good. Lobsters 



Haddock, Cod, and Salmon, (wliich are very scarce) Sub-Distributer of Stamps, 
we the only fish brought to Boyle, except Herrings, Deputy Postmaster, 
tela and Oysters, which are abundant. 

The Herrings are mostly from Scotland. 



_ The supply of Haddock, Plaice, Mackerel, Whit- Collector of Excise, 
mg, Herrings, Salmon, Eels, Oysters, and Lobsters, Barrackmaster. 
is very abundant; butthat of Hake, Cod, Turbot, Sole, Distributer of Stamps. 
Mullet, and Gurnet, is rather limited and uncertain. Deputy Postmaster. 

The salted Herrings soldareabout two-thirds cured 
m Scotland, and one-third at Killybegs. 

Abundantly supplied with Pladdook, Hake, Cod, Sub- Distributer of Stamps. 
Sole^ Plaice, Gurnet, Whiting, Herrings, Salmon, Deputy Postmaster, 
and Oysters ; but Mackerel, Eels, and Lobsters are 



The supply of Hake abundant; butthat of Had- Sub-Distributer of Stamps, 
dock, Cod, Plaice, Sole, Herrings, Eels, and Oys- 
sters, (the only other species brought to Cashel,) is 
very limited. 

The cured Herrings sold are from Scotland. 

Abundantly supplied with Haddock, Hake, Cod. Collector of Excise. 

Uaice, Sole, Hernngs, Salmon, Eels, Lobsters, and Distributer of Stamps. 

Brit, Mackerel, Gurnet, and Deputy Postmaster. 

Whiting are very scarce. 

The salt Herrings sold are mostly cured in Scot- 
land. 

Haddock is limited ; but rat’ -r a Sub-Distributer of Stamps, 
good supply of Cod, and sometimes a few Turbot, Deputy Postmaster ^ 
Piaice, i>ole. Gurnet, Whiting, and Lob.sters ; Her- 
rings, Oysters, Salmon, and Eels, are plentiful. 

The salted Herrings are for the most part cured in 
Scotland. 

The supply of Haddock, Salmon and Lobsters, very Distributer of Stamps, 
bunted, rfake and Cod m rmderate supply. Tnrbot, Deputy Postmaster.^ 
scarcely ever seen. Plaice, Sole, Mackerel, Gurnet, 
and Whiting, very scarce. Herrings, Eels, and Oys- 



Very few fish are brought to Omagh. Occasionally Distributer of Stamns 
Haddock and Cod, but not in any quantity, and only Deputy Postmaster^ ' 
when abundant at Derry. Fresh Herrings are sel- ° 

don, to 1. lad too, „oopt on *“3 ZrSl BMm.ot.r, 

day. The supply of Salmon, Eels, and Oysters is 
very deficient. Scarcely any Lobsters are brought here. 

The salted Herrings are for the most part cured in 
Scotland. 

. The supply of Cod, Herrings, Salmon, and Oysters Deputy Postmaster 
IS ahundaut; Haddock occasionally abundant; all 
the other kinds of fish are very seldombronght to mar- 
ket. 

The salted Herrings are from Scotland. 

Hake, Plmce, Sole, Guraet,Whiting, Eels, and Lob- CoUector of Customs. 
MuLTwaewr^ Haddock, Cod, Turbot, Brit, Sub-Distributer of Stamps. 

The cured Herrings are from Scotland. 
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The Ropp]y of Haddock, Cod, Plaice, Sole, Macke- ! 
rel, Gurnet, and Wliiting is rather scanty ; Hake and I 
Hen'ings in tolerable supply occasionally j very few ' 
Turbot, Brit, Mullet, and Eels are brought to thi 
Imarket; Salmon and Lobsters are rather scarce 
lOysters, though not abundant, are yet sufficient , 

' The salted Henings are for the most part cured! 
n Scotland. I 

Thesnpply of all kinds offresh fish has been very scarce 
during the last twelve months. Postmaster .) ' 

The supply of Haddock andLohsters is occasionally I 
rettv C7.1.X1- jjgjj and Oysters an * 

T scarce. 

•e for the most part cured ii 



fish, 

The silted Herrings sold here are part cured in 
Scotland, and part in exford. 

The supply of Haddock, Turbot, Brit, Mackerel, 
very scarce; Hake rather scarce ; Cod, Sole, Mullet,: 
Gurnet, Whiting, and Herrings are occasionally' 
abundant, and Plaice very abundant, but inferior 
Salmon and Lobsters in limited supply. There is 

ir supply of Eels, and Oysters are abundant. 

The salted Herrings sold are the greater part cured I 

Ireland, and some in the Isle of Man and Scot- 
|iand. 

Notwithstanding the great quantity offish takm and 
brought into the harbour of Wexford, the townissup-l 
plied in a very precarious m.oimer; the jobbers buying 
the fish wholesale from boats, and carrying it away fort 
ilciuto the country .— of Stamps.) 

Very badly supplied with Haddock, Hake, Turbot,] 
Bri^ Mackerel, Salmon, Eels, and Lobsters; Cod,j 



fair supply of Cod, Gurnet, Whiting, and Her- 
|riugs ; Sahnuii and White Trout are tolerably plenti- 
ful ; Eels are scarce; Oysters abundant. 

Tlie salted Herrings sold here are cured in Wick- 

Shoals of Mackerel and Herrings pass through the] 
|bay wiffiont being taken, for want of means.— (£>!>-' 
'tribuier of Stamps.) 



Collector of Customs. 
Collector of Excise. 
Barrackraaster. 
Deputy Po.<tmaster. 



Barrackmasler. 
Sub-Distributer of Stamps. 
Deputy Postmaster. 



I^ss is very badly supplied with every descripdoni Sub-Distributer of Stamps. 
nsU. exeunt Herrings, Salmon, small Eels, and' Deputy Postmaster, 
abundant. ' 



Collector of Customs. 
Collector of Excise. 
Distributerof Stamps. 
Barrackmaster. 
Deputy Postmaster. 



Sub-Distributer of Stamps, 
Deputy Postmaster. 



Inspector of the Gaol. 
Distributer of Stamps. 
Deputy Postmaster. 



ISLE OF MAN. 



Peel, Jamiaiij 29, 1836. 

Examining Comm'ssioners : — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Present: — The High Bailiff of Douglas; the Water Bailiff; the Collector of Customs; 

Mv. CoRRis, a Merchant, of the Town, and several Fishermen. 

_ Peel, as regards the Fishery, is decidedly the most important point in the Island. It is «• 
situated on the western side, very nearly opposite to Ardglass, (from which it is distant ^ 

about eleven leagues,) and about the middle of the island. Between the months of 
June and September, it is the resort of boats from St. Ives, and from the east coast 
or Leiand ; and many of the Skerries and Balbriggan wherries are during that period, . • , « 
prohtably employed in carrying fresh fish between the island and Liverpool, a pursuit tliat ®*"- 

has been found more lucrative, and less precarious than that of taking fish. Its pier and cai-rying. 

lighthouse are well preserved, and, like all works of the kind in the Island, being 
m most admirable order, ^ exhibit proofs of very superior management. The har- 
Dour IS however decidedly insufficient for affording accommodation in bad w’eather, even 
to a fishing fleet, being quite open to the most prevalent winds. Peel is twelve miles from 
Douglas, and about the same distance from Castletown. Its population is under 2000, The 
roads are, considering that the country is hilly, most excellent, and admirably well kept ; the v, 
same may be said of nearly all the roads in the island; and it is an interesting fact, tliat their 
practical management is not more to be admired, than the judicious ai-rangements by which 
resources are raised for the purpose. The produce of a license duty on public-houses and on 
hawkers selling goods, (not being food, nor the manufacture of the island,) and of a tax on dogs- ' keeping 

ot all sorts, with an annual tax of 5s. per wheel on spring carriages, and the important aid de- 
nved from the principle of statute labour, furnish the resources for making and repairing 
the roads and bridges. Persons keeping any kind of cart, are required to send for each 
team which they keep, one cart, horse, and. driver one day in each year : small landholders 

2 G 
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Mischief of com-' 
mencing the Her- 
ring Fishery too 
early. 

Nets ought to he 
shot only at night. 



Failure in Fishery, 
owingto commenc- 
ing too early. 

Fishermen with 
Land. 



Fishermen with 
Crofts. 



Coral Banks de- 
stroyedby trawlers. 



Trawlers and early 
fishing injurious. 



Law of the Island 
respecting landed 
Property. 



Failure attributed 
to Trawling and 
the too early com- 
mencing of the 
Fishery. 
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and labourers give their own labour. The whole is under the direction of an unpaid 
Committee of Highways, who may contract with persons for the work, assigning to thtan, 
in part payment, a certain portion of the statute labour. The plan is found to work well ; 
and it may be deserving of consideration, how far sttch a principle may be applicable to the 
remoter parts of Ireland, where human labour abounds, but where improvement is wanting, 
and where scarcity of money would render the substitution of personal labour a very great 
accommodation to many who, under the present exceedingly defective system, bear the whole 
burden of local taxation. 

So familiarised are the labouring classes in the island to this mode of contributing to pub- 
lic works, that wlien subscription lists are opened for raising the means of executing any 
improvement, after the pecuniary contributions from the gentry, invariably follows a long 
list of small farmers and cottagers, contributing the service of carts, horses, and labour. 
File laws and regulations for die prevention of injury to roads and works, and for re- 
straining nuisances, and mischievous or inconvenient practices, are also most judicious ; 
and, better than all, the accounts and proceedings of the Highway Committee and their 
Officers are subjected to minute scrutiny, by getting the fullest publicity in the public 
Papei-s. 

Thomas Quirk, of Kirkpatrick, near Peel, is part owner of a fishing smack, and has been 
for upwards of forty years engaged in the fisheries; is also a landowner to the extent .of 
nearly one hundred acres, rough and smooth. Thinks that when the fishery was worth fol- 
lowing, it never did him any harm to devote part of his time to it ; on the contrary, knows 
well that the fish helped him to keep the land, and to improve it. His family attended to 
the land, when lie was “ at the Herrings.” Latterly, it would have been better for any one' 
not to look after them, for the fishery has failed. There has been no fishery that could be 
called good, since the Cornishmen began to come on the coast, about thirteen or fourteen 
years ago. They first broke through the old law, of not beginning the fishery until after the 
5th of July. Since then, the Manx and Irish boats have also disregarded it, and the con- 
sequence has been a failing fishery. Formerly no boat used to shoot nets before sunset, .or 
‘‘ while your hand being extended to the utmost distance from your body, you could dis- 
tinguish the black of your nail.” Afterwards, the “ lighting of tlie Calf-lights” became tlie 
signal ; but the Cornishmen first, and afterwards the Irish and natives, shot their nets' 
early in the evening. The Cornishmen carry a greater length of netting, and do not haul 
until morning; but the Irish and Manx shoot and haul frequently during the night, which 
is called proving. Firmly believes that the failure of the fishery is chiefly attributable to 
beginning too soon in the season, and shooting too early in the evening. Thinks the old 
law the best. Would not advise that the fishermen tliemselves should have the power, 
under any circumstances, to commence the fishery earlier than the 5th of July, or to shoot 
before the Calf-lights appear. 

Is himself comfortable, and independent of the fisheries now, but wishes them well for 
the sake of his neighbours. Knows many working fishermen very poor at present ; they 
are those who have no land of their own, or no “ci-ofts” on which they may raise food. 
Those who have a little land, never know starvation ; they have always a “bit at home.” 

Many take small crofts, which they manure with seaweed for the year’s crop of potatoes ; 
and that is better than having no land at all. In such cases no rent is paid ; the farmers con- 
sidering the manuring for the succeeding year’s crop an equivalent for the use of the ground. 

They, who have four or five acres, either of their own, or rented, need never want 

They can keep a cow, and have all the necessaries of life. Has formerly fished on the east 
as well as the west side of the island: used to find large pieces of coral in the nets, but 
never sees any such thing now; the coral banks being, as he believes, scraped quite smooth 
by the trawlers, who thus injure the spawning-ground, and destroy the fishery. Has always 
understood that Herrings require rough ground to spawm on. 

Wm. Gill, a fisherman of Kirkpatrick, is also a small farmer ; holds a croft of about ten 
acres, for which he pays £8 ; knows that he should be very badly off indeed, but for the 
land. Still looks after the Herrings in the season ; but has done no good since 1823, and 
many -who depended solely on the fishery have suffered great poverty since. Witness thinks 
that there is no chance of a return of the fishery but by enforcing the old law, and 
keeping the trawlers off the banks; would by no means leave it to the fishermen themselves 
to fix the time for commencing the fishery in each year ; would fix it at the 5th of July. 

John Morrisson, aged 75, states that he has been fifty-four years engaged in the fisheries, 
occasionallyas a practical fisherman. Owns a little estate ot eight acres, transmitted to him from 
time immemorial by his ancestors ; it has invariably descended from the father to the eldest 
son, according to the law of the island, which does not admit of the subdivision of inheritances. 
The occupier indeed, may sell or mortgage it for a valuable consideration, but that is seldom 
thought prudent, and never reputable. This estate has been a main stay to him and his 
forefathers. It has enabled them to rear and educate and send out large families, many 
of whom are comfortable and independent. Has in former times had great help from the 
fisheries. In 1801. there was the most abundant fishery that he can remember ; the sea- 
son was particularly early, and remarkably fine. The produce of the land was that year 
early and most abundant; thinks, therefore, that to the unfrequency of such seasons may 
perhaps be in some respects attributed the failure of the fisheries; but believes that the 
causes assigned by other witnesses, namely, the too early commencement of the fishery, 
shooting the nets too soon, and trawling, must have done much mischief; such at least is the 
general opinion of all he speaks to on the subject. 

llie great body of fish taken in 1801 evidently came from the Nortli. They were pre- 
cisely tlie same Herring as that taken at Loch Fyne. Is quite sure that at the period when 
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the Cornishmen commence tlie fishery in each year, the Herrings have not attained full The Cornishmen 
maturity. Knows that the Cornishmen' are themselves aware of this fact, as they come use nets of a small 
provided with nets of a smaller than ordinary mesh, in which the small Herrings, that will mesh, the Fish not 
not mesh in the Manx or Irish nets, are easily taken. having arrived at , 

Tlie main object of the Cornish boats is the Pilchard fishery on their own coast; and they maturity, at the ‘ 
only come between whiles to look after the Channel Herring Fishery. It is a kind of pas- resort to 

time to them ; and they do not care what mischief they do, provided they can take fish of 
any kind. Their great harvest is at home. 

Thinks that, in addition to good regulations, tlie only encouragement that a Govern- Allthatisrequisite 
raent should give to the Fisheries, would be assistance towards procuring shelter, where- from Government 
ver it might be necessary. The most important fishery on this coast is from the Calf of Shelter. 

Man to Contrary Head. The only shelter in that line is at Peel, and that is quite insuffi- 
cient. Tliinks that a small pier at Dalby Point, at an expense of £500 to £1000, would 
be of great value to all the boats of the three countries. Knows that local contributions 
could easily be had, both in money and labour. There is no shelter of any kind between 
Pee! and Port-le-Mary, except at Port Erin, which is a small open harbour, without any pier. 

There is a bank called “The Wort,” about two leagues off the shore, between Peel Fishery failed on a 
Castle and Turby Point, on which there is sometimes a good Herring fishery, in about Bank which is not 
eight fathoms water; it used also to be a good Cod Fishery, but although tliis bank is not trawled on. 
trawled on, the fishery, even there, has lately failed.. 

William Quale, of Kirkpatock, has been all his life a working fisherman, without any Earnings, 
land. Remembers the fishery of 1801 and 1802. In each of those years, he had before 
the 1st of August realized to his shai-e nearly £20. He never made half the money 
any year since 1823 ; and attributes the failure to the same causes as the other witnesses. Cause of failure of 
Was always a seafaring man, following the Avater ; knew nothing about land, and so much Fishery, 
the worse for him. 

John Mylchrist hasbeenengagedinthefisheriessince 1784 : ithasbeenlatelyaveryunprofi- 
table pursuit. Attributes the failure to the causes assigned by other witnesses, but thinks 
and knows that much miscluef is also done by the fislierraen (the Manx and Irish) mak- Noise, 
ing a great deal of noise at the fishery, and thumping the anchor, to ascertain whether the 
shoals were near : believes that the fish are very sensitive to soimdj and easily scared by the 
shghtest noise. Tiie St. Ives men follow tlie fish quietly, make no noise, and he tliinks 
therefore take more fish. 

Mr. Cassar Corris, of Peel, has for some years, with his brothers, been engaged in gene- 
ral business in Peel ; deals in various articles for supplying shipping, and has boilers for 
barking nets, which he hires to the fishermen. They are used occasionally by the Cornish- Tried a Suecula ' 
men, who bark their nets once a fortnight, every second Saturday. Was induced lately to tion in dm Fishe- 
try a speculation in the fisheries himself, and has found it to pay very fairly ; is therefore ties, 
determined to extend his establishment of boats, &c. 

Has at present four boats employed ; they are of a superior description to those generally Boats, 
used, and he attributes his greater success to the superiority of the outfit. His boats are 
smacks of twenty-two tons, carvel built, half-decked, and copper fastened. They are 
smack rigged, with an outrigger sail abaft ; they are narrowed in, aft, like the wherries, but 
not so sharp. They cost complete about £200 each, 'exclusive of netting, of which they have of Boat 

nineteen pieces in each, or 1150 yai’ds. The nets are barked three times, before the com- 
mencement of the season; and afterwards, every second Saturday. In the boats they have 
accommodation for keeping the nets for a week saturated with water; they only dry them 
on Saturdays. 

In each boat there are six men, who go on shares. The owner finds every thing, and Crew, 
finds it well; and this he considers the great secret of his superior success ; because his 
boats can stay out when other boats must run into liarbour. 

The shares are divided thus:— for the boat, two and a-lialf shares; for the nets, six; Shares, 
for the crew, six — Total, fourteen and a-half shares. The crew, in addition to this, are 
allowed I6s. per week, certain, for diet, making 2s. 8d per week for each man, which is 
taken out of the common stock. 

The men are satisfied, and work well ; and the concern has, on the average, been so Success of the Spe- 
remunerating, as to induce him to determine on increasing his boats. His boats are also culatioo. 
provided with Mackerel nets, which have paid extremely well. No Mackerel fishery with Mackerel Nets, 
nets was ever before tried on this coast, by the people of the island : any Mackerel that 
have been fished were taken with lines. 

Is not himself a practical fisherman, and is therefore not competent to offer an opinion on Cause of failure of 
the causes of the decline in the Herring fishery. Has heard it attributed by his men, and by Fishery, 
the fishermen generally, to the too early commencing of the fishery ; and believes this to be 
the chief cause. Last year, they commenced early in June. Would be well pleased to see 
a fixed time for the commencement in each year. Thinks the 5th of July would be better, 
than leaving the point unsettled. Is of opinion that with judicious regulations, properly Fisheries Avould 
enforced, and proper arrangement for the preservation of order, the fisheries would yield yield a fair Pro- 
ayery fair return for capital, to individuals understanding and superintending it themselves; fit. 
but not to Joint Stock Companies, who- in every department would have to rely on stipen- 
diary management. Thinks that no encouragement could be expected from Government, Encouragement 
except aid towards procuring shelter when necessary : thinks this a most important object from Government, 
for the fishermen. Considers Dalby Point a very desirable place for a small pier : there is pjers. 
nothing so much wanted on the western side of the island, both for the strange boats and 
the natives, as shelter. The inhabitants would willingly contribute to the full extent of 
the proportion of accommodation they would derive from it. ■ 

2 G2 
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Douglas, January 30, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners : — Messrs. Townsend and B.arry. 

Present : — The High Bailiff of Douglas ; the Water Bailiff of the Island ; the Honorable 
Deemster Christian; Sir William Hillary, Bart.; John Moore, Esq., of the Hills, 
Member of the Local Legislature, and several other persons. 

Mr. Andrew Croughan, a boat-owner and fishing tackle manufacturer of Douglas, states 
that in 1823 the number of fishing boats in the Isle of Man exceeded 300 ; that at present 
they scarcely amount to half that number. The description of boat used is invariably a 
clinker-built smack, from eighteen to twenty tons, half-decked, with rounded sterns like the 
wherries, and with three sails. They are manned with eight men, each of whom is gene- 
rally provided with a piece of netting, 208 meshes deep, and sixty yards in length, without 
either corks or leads, stones being used to sink the foot-rope, and buoys for the top-rope. 
The cost of netting is 2<f. per yard of fifty-two meshes deep. The whole expense of apiece 
(or a man’s share) is about £4, including ropes, buoys, and barking. The cost of building 
such a boat of nineteen tons, completely fitted out, ma^ be about £100 ; the cost of Nor- 
way timber 1 \d. per foot, best Memel Is. 3cf., and Baltic oak 2s. 6rf. 

Mr. Croughan knows, as well from being himself a boat-owner, as from the nature of 
his trade, that since 1823 the fishery has been progressively declining.* Many persons 
have turned their boats to the coasting trade ; and othere, with less means, have left them 
hauled up. The practice of tarring, or of using tar in the coating of nets, has been nearly 
discontinued. Cannot of his own knowledge state the cause of the decline in the fishery, 
but has for some time heard it attributed to the destruction of the spawn on the eastern 
shores of the island by the Liverpool trawlers, and to the disregard of the old law regulat- 
ing the period of commencing the Herring fishery on the western shore. Witness used to 
give employment to many persons in the manufacture of cordage, nets, lines, &c., but does 
not find work at present for one in twenty of those he used to employ. The fishermen then 
frequently got credit from him, and were singularly corFcct in all their dealings, and punc- 
tual in their payments. 

William Corkan, a fisherman of Douglas, has been upwards of thirty years engaged in 
the fisheries. Knows that there are two coral banks on the eastern side of the island, one 
extending from Douglas Head northward to Laxey, at a distance of about two leagues from 
the shore, in soundings of about sixteen fathoms, at the high water of springtides; there is 
also another, about five leagues off the same shore, with twenty-one fathoms ; both have hard 
coral bottoms. Believes that Plerrings spawn on these banks in the months of September 
and October. Was for some time himself engaged in trawling ; and used in the months of 
November and December, frequently to take up in the trawl, lumps as big as his 
fists, connected together, and looking as if the pea was fast approaching to maturity. 
Has heard and believes, that fish are particularly fond of resorting to coral banks for spawn- 
ing, and that the rough surface is necessary for that process, as Herrings never spawn on 
smooth mud or sand. Thinks the fish requires a rough place to rub itself to ; and that such 
a place is more calculated to give protection to the spawn when deposited. Knows that 
those banks are now the chief resort of more than thirty large trawl boats, engaged in 
supplying the Liverpool market with fresh fish ; that the practice has existed from 
fifteen to eighteen years, and that the fishery on the coast has ever since been 
failing. One trawl boat was fitted out from the island about six years ago, in which wit- 
ness was employed. She was a vessel of twenty-one tons, with three men ; each of whom 
used to earn from 14s. to 21s. per week by supplying the Douglas mai'ket : but the partners 
finding the pursuit unprofitable, and very objectionable to the fishermen of the island, 
abandoned the project, and there is not now a single trawl boat belonging to the island. 

William Kewlly, a fishermen of Douglas, was for many years engaged in the Herring 
fisliery while it was productive. Has sometimes earned £30, to his share, in a season ; but 
has given up the pursuit for some years, since the fishery was destroyed by the trawlers, 
and by the St. Ives boats coming too early to the fishing. The fish they take in May and 
June is of a remarkably small size; and, as witness believes, has not then reachedits full 
growth. The fishermen come provided with nets of a very small mesh, and sweep away, 
wherever they find fish of any kind ; not allowing them to settle in the Channel, or to form 
a body. 

William Kelly, a fisherman of Douglas, was twenty-nine years on the Herring fishing. 
The average eai'nings, fifteen yeai's ago, were £25 to £30 a man, but now seldom reach £5. 
Has known upwards of 600 boats belonging to the island. Believes that the chief mischief 
is done by the trawlers : has seen quantities of spawn, equal to a thousand maze of Her- 
rings, on the shore between Manghold Head and Ramsey, torn up by the trawlers, as he 

* “ Man used to be one of tho principal seats of the Herring fishery ; but for several years past it has 
been comparatively deserted by tlie Herring shoals. This is hardly to be regretted ; the fishery was 
carried on from July to October, being the period of the year when the services of the yeomen and 
others engaged in it were most necessary at home. Being also a species of lottery in which large 
sums were occasionally made by a few weeks’ exertion, it attracted crowds of adventurers, without 
either capital or skill ; while the irregular life they led at the fishery tended to foster habits of intem- 
perance, and was believed to be the main cause of tliat idleness for which the people have been long 
proverbial. (Quayle’s Survey, p. 147.) There has in fact been a material improvement in the habits 
of the people, and in their industry, since the decline of the fishery ; and there arc, perhaps, few 
things that would be more injurious to the island than its revival.” — M‘ Cullogh's Statistical Account 
of die British Bmpm, p. 235, vol. 1. 
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believes, and thrown in on the shores. It is an old idea among fishermen, that the shoals 
of young Herrings are very easily scared; and are more readily drawn off the coast, than 
when they attain a greater degree of maturity. 

William Astwall, master of a Liverpool trawl boat, now in the harbour of Douglas, has 
been seventeen years master of a Liverpool trawl boat, and altogether thirty-six years 
engaged in the Fisheries. The Liverpool boats trawl through the whole Channel, be- 
tween Manghold Head in the Isle of Man, to the light-ship off Liverpool. They commence 
on the Manx side about November; but the quantity offish is not found until February, when 
it becomes most abundant. About March, April, and May, the fish shift to the south-east ; 
towards the end of May they proceed further east, and approach the sand and muddy bot- 
toms, oiF the coast of Lancaster : then they are of very inferior qualit)’, being, as he believes 
about tliattime spawning; but the trawlers continue the pursuit throughout the year', whenever 
and wherever the fish are to be found : whether it be good or bad, small or large, spawning or 
otherwise, all is fish that comes to their net. There are about thirty boats out of Liverpool, 
and as many more on the English coast, from Preston, Southport, Whitehaven, &c. 
Sometimes the pursuit is very profitable, at others bad enough. The crews go on shares ; 
the boats generally belonging to the masters. .They are from thirty to forty tons, ail carvel- 
built, and right well found. The average earnings of each man may be about 15s. per 
week. They never use lines, except for catching Mackerel, in May and June. Has 
trawled in fifty fathoms water ; but very rarely finds fish in the deep water. His 
boat, and three others of the fleet belong to Mr-. Williams, the fishmonger of Liverpool. 
At this time of year, the fleet generally come into Douglas, and send their fish to Liverpool 
twice a week by the steainere. Sometimes, one boat of the fleet is employed by the rest to 
proceed to Liverpool with the fish, and while she is so engaged, she is entitled to a share 
of the fish taken by the other boats. The fish is made up in small flat baskets, covered 
with canvass, containing about a hundred weight of fish ; and the freight by the- steamer 
from Douglas to Liverpool is 2s. for each. The whole cost of transport to Liverpool is 
about 2s. 8d. per basket of 1 cwt. He thinks he has never done any mischief to the fishing 
of this island by trawling ; never has taken up any spawn off this coast, but has often taken 
the spawn of Gurnets off Blackcoombe Head, on the Cumberland shore. 

From February to April, very large quantities of small Whiting are taken; and some- 
times of young flat fish, the latter quite unfit for use : but such as they are, they sell tliem 
in the Douglas market, and send the good fish to Liverpool. They also sell the broken 
fish, Skate and Fluke, at Douglas. The wholesale price at Liverpool averages about 6d. 
per Ib. The meshes of the nets generally run from two, to two and a-half inches from knot 
to knot, measured on the stretch. Complains of the dues of Douglas harbour ; pays 2d. 
per ton, and Is. to the harbour master, or 7s. 8«7. every time he crosses the Channel. 
Each boat may compound, by paying 15s. for the whole year. Finds the harbour of Doug- 
las very convenient however, and admits that harbours should be supported by those who 
resort to them. 

James Holmes, Esq., banker, of Douglas, (one of the firm of Henry Holmes and Son, of 
Liverpool,) has, with his brothers, been for several years extensively engaged as fish.eurers 
and merchants. They have curing and drying houses at Douglas, at Port-le-Mary, and 
at Derbyhaven, in the Isle of Man, and at Wick, in Scotland. Their establishments on 
the island have been for some years nearly wholly unemployed ; they have been converting 
some of the curing-houses in Douglas into corn ware-houses. When most extensively en- 
gaged in this trade, they never meddled with the taking of fish, or the owning of boats. 
Thinks that individual exertion is at all times so necessary to render the pursuit of fishing 
remunerative, that only those who themselves work at it can be repaid ; and that curers 
on an extensive scale can invariably purchase much more cheaply than they could catch. 
There are not, and have not been any joint stock companies for prosecuting the fisheries on 
this island ; thinks such companies may promote the fisheries, but not the interest of those en- 
gaged in such an undertaking ; would not himself have a concern in a such project. Knows 
that the Hen-ing fishery on the coasts of the island, as well as on the shores of Ireland, and 
the Loch fishery on the west coast of Scotland, has for some years been declining : can 
form no opinion what the cause is. Does not believe that the injury rione by trawling on 
the east coast of the island has affected its fisheries; for though he believes that spawn 
has been disturbed, yet he is by no means sure that the fish spawned on those banks 
are the same that at maturity, resort to the shores of the island. 'Fhe practice of trawling 
must certainly cause a diminution somewhere, not, however, as he believes, equivalent 
to the advantage derived from the supply of fresli fish produced by the trawlers. Is 
quite sure, that the practice of commencing the fishing before the shoals have settled 
on the coast is injurious, and requires the enforcement of regulations. The fish taken on 
the west coast of the island is generally of a quality much superior to tliat taken on the other 
side; the latter being either shotten, or in a sickly state, and going to the spawning ground. 
The west coast fish taken on the Peel Fishery more resemble the Irish fish, or those of 
Loch Fyne ; and a barrel of them is worth nearly double the price of a barrel of Wick or 
east coast Herrings. 

George Quirk, Esq. has filled the office of water-bailiff of the Isle of Man for some years; 
is also Receiver-General, and Secretary to the Lieutenant-Governor. From the nature of 
his office, it has been his peculiar province to watch over the interests of the fisheries of 
the island. Flas observed their progi-essive decline since 1823 ; attributes the circumstance 
partly to the destruction of spawn by the trawl boats on the coral banks, and to the injudi- 
ciously early commencement of the fishery by the strange boats that resort to the island. 
A law existed in the island from very early times,* for the prevention of fishing for Herrings 

* Sec Appendix, No. 33, p. 150, Act Tynwald, l6l0. 
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before the 5th of July in each year. This law was generally and usefully observed, previously to 
the enactment of the British Act, 1st and 2nd Geo. IV., cap. 79. Soon after that, itwas 
transgressed, first by the Cornish, and sometimes by tlie Dish, but soon after, by the boats 
of the island indiscriminately : their owners conceiving, that when the law was broken by 
sti'angers, over whom there was no control, they might as well participate in taking what^ 
verfish was going. The Authorities of the island consider tliat their powerswere suspended 
by the emictment, 1st and 2nd Geo. IV., chap. 79. which ti-ansferred all jurisdiction to the 
British Fishery Board. In the interval between 1823 and 1826, several remonsti-ances and 
petitions from the fishermen of the island were presented to the Local Authorities; and in Au- 
gust, 1826, these were referred to a Committee of the Legislature,* who instituted a very 
minute inquiry, and examined witnesses; and in the following February, 1827, they pre- 
sented their Report, which was immediately transmitted by the Lieutenant-Govenior to 
the Secretary of the British Fishery Board, whoon the 30th April answered. Immediately 
after the enactment 1st and 2nd Geo. IV., a Resident Officer was appointed by the British 
Fishery Board ; but his instructions do not extend to the prosecution of the grievances 
complained of, and he has, in fact, little ornothingto do in the island. Witness found it ne- 
cessary afterwards to seek for the assistance of a cutter, for the preservation of order at the 
fishery ; she was readily sent by the British Board, and her presence was attended with 
very useful results. He has solicited her return to tlie station next season. Although the is- 
land, by the Act 1st and 2nd Geo. IV., was deprived of its right to enforce its own regu- 
lations, (regulations which witness thinks most salutaiy and applicable to the present pe- 
riod,) yet it has not in any way participated in the annual grant either for piers or for 
repairs of poor fishermen’s boats. Is quite sure that the island boats, and the Irish boats 
could very easily be induced too bserve the regulations ; but the Cornish boats and the Scotch 
boats wholly disregard them. Thinks that with protection, and the enforcement of judicious 
regulations, the Manx Fisheries would again prosper, and be a source of great wealth, ^ 
they once were, not only to tire island, but to the east coast of Ireland, bias heard opi- 
nions expressed, that the prosecution of the Fisheries by farmers so much abstracted them 
from their agricultural pursuits, as tointerfes-e with them very injuriously: but knows that 
when the fisheries were prosperous, many farmers acquired considerable property by resorting 
to them; an employment which only occupied a small portion of the year. Thinks that since 
the failure, it is very possible that many farmers, in the effort to uphold their boats and gear, 
have exhausted resources which might have been more usefully applied. Thinks that in the 
present state of the agriculture of the island, it is not desirable to see those who may be consi- 
dered farmers, dividing their time betweenfishing and farming; but is decidedly of opinion, that 
it is very desirable that fishermen should have small portions of land, sufficient to give them food, 
and to enable them to keep a cow : persons so slttiated are at present beyond comparison bet- 
ter off’ than those who have no land. Thepropert)' of the island is very much subdivided: there 
are estates in fee, as small as two or three acres, that have for generations been transmitted in 
families. The law of primogeniture so far prevails in the island, that a hereditary property in 
land or houses cannot be alienated, or subdivided by will ; although it may be sold by the 
inheritor for a valuable consideration. Such lands are generally transmitted to the eldest 
son ; and the personal or acquired property divided among the younger children. Im- 
provements in agriculture have extended to these small estates, which have, in many in. 
stances, reached to something like garden culture. The consolidation of farms has of late 
years somewhat prevailed in the island; but most persons find that the present low prices 
of agricultural produce do not jdeld a return to any but the operative fai’mer; and many 
persons are again subdividing. The average rate of wages in the island is from U. to Is. 
6c?. per day to agricultural labourers. The wages of tradesmen are not proportionately high. 
Tliere is much improvement at present in progress among the small proprietors, in many 
parishes; good houses are building, and there is Jess pauperism than in most places. 
Tile situation of small proprietors is certainly much better than that of persons who rent 
land ; but even they who pay rent for a little land, ai-e ’more independent, than those 
who have no such resource, but are merely fishermen, or agi-icultural labourers. Wit- 
ness has received several complaints within the last season from the Admirals, who, in 
fact, are his deputies, of the bad consequences of commencing the fishery too early, and 
of shooting nets before sunset. These Admirals are paid, under the British statute 7th 
Geo. III., cap. 45, sec. 17, £5 each, and £3 to the Vice-Admiral. It is paid out of a 
fund produced by a local tax of 15s. per annum on each boat. The balance, with other 
funds, is applied to the repairs of the quays and piers on the island, under the manage- 
ment of Harbour Commissioners. The Swift cutter, of about fifty tons, (regularly in the 
employ of the British Board of Fisheries,) was sent last yeai*, and remained about a 
month : she was extremely useful in the preseiwation of order. The general opinion of 
the authorities of tlie island, as well as of the most experienced and intelligent persons, is, 
that the interests of the island, so far as regards its fisheries, are perfectly identified with 
those of Ireland, and that it would be highly desirable, in case that the inhabitants should 
not be permitted to adopt and enforce tlieir own local regulations, that they should be placed 
under any jurisdiction that may be appointed to superintend the Fisheries of Ireland. They 
are heartily tired of Scotch protection. 

Tlie Hon. Deemster Christian, is the firetDeemster or local judge of the island ; is also 
an extensive landed proprietor. From an accurate observation, is decidedly of opinion 
that those who are occasionally engaged in the fisheries, and who have small crofts, (as 
tlie}'^ termed portions of rented land,) varying in size from one to three acres, are always 
more comfortable, thantliose who have no land, and who depend wholly on the fisheries; 

* See Appendix, No. 33, p. 151 — Evidence taken before Committee. 
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the first never are in a state of destitution, the second often are; It is only in the large 
towns of the island, that distress is to be seen ; which is attributable to the fact of their hav- 
ing, in the agricultural districts, a resource in the small portions of land, giving them the 
certainty of food and profitable employment. 

John Moore, Esq., of the Hills, has been for many years a member of the House of Necessity of re- 
Keys. Was one of the Committee of the Legislature in 1826, to whom was referred the strictions on trawl- 
petition of the fishermen. Colonel Wilks was chairman of the committee. Was then, and is ing. 
now, fully convinced of the necessity ofrestraining the destruction of the spawn, and of the coral 
banks, by the trawlers, and of enforcing tlie regulations respecting the commencement of 
the fishery, both as to season and hour. Thinks that the 5th of July would be the best time 
to fix ; and the lighting of the Calf lights the period before which no nets should be 
shot. The habit of tarring nets is not yet wholly discontinued ; thinks it very desirable Practice of tarring 
it should be restrained by law. The Cornish boats never use tar, and their fish is there- injurious, 
fore preferred; the Ai-klow men still use it very much, and their fish is therefore in great 
disrepute ; it being generally tainted with the flavour of the tar. 

Sir William Hillary, Bart., has so far back as 1826, suggested for the consideration of f ® 

Government, the importance, both with reference to the Fisheries of the Channel, and to the ® ter ar our. 
general trade of the United Kingdom, of constructing a port in the centre of the Irish Sea, 
so situated, and of such depth of water, that the largest vessels could take refuge from 
storms, with all winds, and at all times of tide. He considers Douglas peculiarly well ^ si- 
tuated for the purpose. Even in its present state, it has long been a great resort for shipping 
in-terapestuous weather, from the want of a better port. Though only a dry harbour, formed 
at the mouth of a small river, with an entrance flanked by dangerous rocks on each side, on 
which many dreadful wrecks have taken place, yet, from the formation of its bay, and 
many other local circumstances, it appears, above all other places, to be capable of re- 
ceiving improvements, such as would render it one of the most secure and valuable liar- 
boui’s of the Irish sea. 

Sir William is of opinion that the best bounty which a Government can confer on the 
fisheries of a country, and the one most likely to encrease the number ofmen so employed, 
would consist in affording facility for their pursuits, when the seasons are favourable ; and 
a.safe refuge when they are overtaken by storms. 

Mr. M'Kenzle, inspector of fisheries at Douglas, has filled the office since 1821 ; would 
willingly, if authorised, have endeavoured to restrain the practices complained of in the 
island, such as trawling on the spawning grounds, commencing the fishery before the shoals 
had settled on the coast, and .shooting the nets too eai-ly in the evening. _ 

Is not aware of the existence ofany law to restrain the two first practices ; though there 
is a . law respecting the commencement of the deep sea fishery ; which, however, does not ex- 
tend to the inshore fishery. Even in the case of the deep sea, the penalty is only the forfeiture 
of bounty,, which bounty having ceased altogether, the punishment amounts to nothing. Be- 
lieves that the cutter has interfered to prevent the shooting of nets before sunset ; thinks 
the practices above referred to are certainly very objectionable, and calculated to injure 
the fishery. Is not often called upon to brand cured Herrings, since the extinction of the 
bounties, except by Messrs. Holmes, who are the only exporters of cured fish. Considers 
the practice of tarring nets very objectionable ; it renders the net less flexible and ma- 
natf eabie, and more easily discernible in the water : it also taints the fish with the flavour of tar. 

Is quite at a loss to know whether the shoals of Herrings that periodically visit these Direction in which 
shores come from the north or the south ; believes that bodies come both ways. _ It is quite Herrings come, 
certain that the fish taken on the western side of the island is of an infinitely superior quality, 
and is in better condition at all times, than that which is taken on the eastern, or what is called 
the Douglas fishery. The first partake of the quality ol the Loch Fyne Herring, the se- 
cond of the Herring found on the east coast of Scotland. Tlie fish found on the eastern 
coast are generally either shotten, or sickly before spawming. Has seen large solid lumps 
of spawn taken by the trawlers, also large quantities of young and perfectly useless fish. 

Thinks that the boisterous and noisy habits of the Manx and Irish fishermen, during the Noise- 
fishery, musfbe very injurious, and c^culated to scare the fish. 

Scenes of great discord and contention have sometimes occurred between the Irish 
and Manx fishermen — ^last summer the quay at Peel was nearly covered with the blood of 
both parties. Witness had for many years been employed as an inspector of fisheries on the 
east coast of Scotland; has therefore had conr-idevable intercourse with the cl^s of persons 
engaged in that pursuit. From his observation, he believes the man who being a farmer, Large _ farmers 
employs servants, and who might himself be occupied in superintending his larm, is de- ^ 

cidedly wrong in following the fishing. r -i j 

The man that has a little land, about as much as he can manage by his own lamily, mid 
as will yield them a sufficiency of food, but who is not what may be called a farmer, is d^ 
cidedly better off, than he who has no land at all. Such a person generally passes all the 
time which he cannot occupy in fishing, at the public house, to which his family will resort 



as well as himself. . _ 

George Jones, Esq., collector of customs, Douglas, stated that since liis residence in Dou- 
glas, the fishery has been very inconsiderable in the island; it seems to him to be wholly 
confined to Peel. Has heard it frequently remarked, that the agriculture of the island 
been very much retarded by the practice of small farmers and landowners going to the fish- 
ery, and neglecting their land. Knows that during the harvest there is frequently a grea 
want of agricultural labourers, and much injury is sustained from the corn being lelt too 
long .uncut; particulai’ly when there is any thing like the appearance of a fisheiy. J hera e 
of wages for labour is ordinarily Is. to Is. id. per day. The native labourers are extremely 
jealous of any influx of persons from Ireland seeking employment. The authorities ana 
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respectable inhabitants were last year obliged to interfere, and to call out the military for 
the protection of some poor Irish, who came over to get work. • 

The island, according to a return made by Mr. M‘Crone, now local agent for the 
Woods and Forests, contains 133,696 acres, from which may be deducted for mountains, 
common?, and other waste lands, 53,696, leaving about 80,000 acres under crops of various 
kinds. According to the report of Mr. Ross, Inspector-General to the Board of Customs 
in 1834, it is computed that the average crops of corn are as follow : — 

GUARTERS. 



8,500 Acres of Wheat at 2^ Quarters, 21,250 

5.000 Acres of Barley at 4 do ; 20,000 

13.000 Acres of Oats at 3 do 39,000 

Tlie consumption at the same time was supposed to be, of qu.4.rters. 

Wheat 16,000 

Barley 17,000 

Oats 39,000 



The population of the island, from the census of 1831, is 40,181, including 500 to 800 
visitors, weekly, during the summer months. The bulk of the population (the peasantry) 
subsist on Barley and Oatmeal, Potatoes and Herrings. 

The wages of a husbandman is 7s. per week, with a cabin and potato plot, provided by 
the employer. 

Mr. Jones further states, that the inhabitants are generally remarkably quiet, peaceable, 
and industrious. Tlicre are no poor laws, and there is no appearance of poverty ; the few 
poor are supported by voluntary contributions at the several churches. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

It is necessary in the Irish Channel, and on the coast of this island, that the season for 
the commencement of the Herring fishery should be fixed at a date, not earlier than the 1st 
of July, unless upon good evidence that the fish set in on the coast in such abundance as 
would justify the fishermen to commence the fishing sooner than the time fixed upon. 

The Manx men complain of the practice of commencing the Herring fishing at too eaily a 
period of the season, thereby scaring and dispersing the fish, before they had embodied and 
settled on, or near, their annual destination. The same ill consequences ensue from shooting 
the nets at too early an hour of the evening. They ascribe the practice of premature fishing 
to tlie English and Irish ; but I know the Manx are also guilty of doing the same thing, 
and I have no doubt whatever that the prohibition of these two practices ought to be most 
rigidly enforced. — (J/r. James McKenzie, Fishery Officer, Douglas.') 

It is not considered necessary that there should be a fixed period for going out to the 
fishery, but that, as at present, there should be liberty to take the fish whenever they ap- 
pear on the coast. The fishermen of the island often complain of the Cornwall and Irish 
fishermen ; but upon investigation, it has not appeared that their complaints have been well 
founded. — {Mr. George Jones, Collector of Customs, Douglas.) 



Port-le-M'ary, Fehruary 1, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners : — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Present : — The Clerk of the Rolls ; the Hioir Bailiff of Castletown ; the High Bailiff of 
Douglas ; the Water Baurff ; John Moore, Esq. ; Edward Gaavne, Esq., of Kentraugh; 
John and Thomas Clucas, Esqrs. ; Michael Caunel, Esq., of Mount Gawne ; Richard 
Harrisson, Esq., of Bally Kindry ; Edward Gawne, Esq., of Ballygawne the Coroner 
of Rusken Sheading, and a large body of Fishermen of that part of the Island. 

Port-le-Mary is about fifteen miles from Do.uglas, and six from the extreme point of the 
Calf of Man, and is one of the best harbours in the island. It is a creek on tlie western side 
of Poolvash Bay, well sheltered from the prevailing winds by Spanisli Head, and protected 
by an admirably well-built little pier, terminated by a lighthouse, all most judiciously con- 
structed, and in the best possible order. 

The pier and lighthouse were erected at an expense of about £4,000, under the direction 
of a most respectable and.pnblic-spirited individual, Edward Gawne, Esq., of Kentraugh, 
who, in the first instance, advanced the whole money himself, till funds were raised by.loctd 
contributions. It is now, like the other harbours of the island, under the controul of the 
Harbour Commissioners. Its revenues, arising from a toll of 15s. per year on each fishing 
vessel, amount to about £80 ; and it is so remarkably well built, that the expenses of keep- 
ing it in order do not exceed £5 per year. 

Port-le-Mary is the only refuge for the English, Irish, and Manx boats engaged in the 
fisheries, when a gale sets in from the westward ; and very considerable risk and loss of time 
are sometimes caused by their being obliged to run for it, for want of shelter on the western 
side of the Calf, where the fishery is most productive. We counted nearly forty fine smacks 
liauled up at the head of the harbour, stowed closely together. In the fishing season, the 
harbour is found quite insufficient in size for the accommodation of the fleet. 

John Crebin, a fisherman, states generally the decline of the fishery since 1823. The best 



ly the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




241 



ISLE OF MAN. 

fishing, since, was in 1833, because the prospects in the commencement of the season were 
not favourable, and they did not begin to fish before July. Thinks the period for com- 
mencement should be fixed at the 5th of July. If it were left optional with the fishermen, 
they would occasionaHy take as an indication of the arrival of the Herrings the appearance of 
a stray shoal, which he has himself seen sometimes as early as- March, and which having in- 
duced a commencement of the fishery, was followed by a very bad season. 

Believes that there is a small bank on the western side of the island, between Port Erin Banks, 
and Dalby Point, but has never seen any trawl boats on it. 

Lives neai-ly three miles from Port-le-Mary, tvhere he keeps his boat, a half-decked, 
clinker-built smack, of twenty-one tons, — those of carvel build are much better. Both 
•strangers and natives, who resort to the fishery, are greatly inconvenienced, and mate- 
rially injured, by the want of shelter, on the western side. Thinks Port Erin decidedly Shelter, 
the best place for establishing shelter. The fishermen would all most cheerfully contribute 
towards it. The race of the tide is so strong, off' the point of the Calf, that the boats often 
lose a day’s fishing, before they can reach the fishing ground from Port-le-Mary. 

The Cod and Ling fishery of the island used formerly to be a very profitable employ- failure of 

ment for the winter and spring. It was best on the east side, between Douglas and Mang- Fis ery. ^ 

hold Head ; but latterly it has failed, owing, as he thinks, to the practice of trawling, which 
also injures the Herring fishery. Has himself frequently seen large bunches of the Herring^ 
spawn on the shore, “with the pearl of the fish’s eye formed.” Owns about nine acres of 
land. Those who have no land are very badly off indeed. The cost of barking a string ol Cost of barking 
nets is about £2. Nets. 

William Taubman, John Cregan, and Edward Keegan, all working fishes'raen, confirmed Time of commen- 
generally the statements of the last witnesses. Would all prefer a fixed time for commenc- cing the Fisherj-; 
ing the fishery to leaving it open. Taubman thinks the Herrings never bulk properly be- 
fore the 5th July, and that trying for them before that surely scares them away. Cregan, 
a very poor man — having no land — thinks that in addition to commencing too soon, and 
shooting too early in the evening, the Cornish boats leave their nets too long in the water. Cornisli Nets too 
Keegan, who has a little farm of three acres, is much more comfortable than some of his long in the water, 
neighbours who have no land. Does not understand political economy, but no man could 
persuade him that he would be better off without his little farm, than he is with it. It en- 
ables him to take the bag better stocked to sea ; and it gives himself employment when he 
cannot be at the Herrings. Tlie family always find something to do about the ground. 

Edward Gawne, Esq., of Kentraugli, is an old member of the local legislature. Has 
resided all his life within a short distance of Port-le-Mary and Port Erin. Was the indi- 
vidual referred to before, who advanced the funds for building the pier at Port-le-Mary. 

Sees, however, that it is quite insufficient for the accommodation of the boats resorting to die 
west side fishery. Believes that as much money is lost in one season, as would build a pier 
at Port Erin. Thinks that £1500 to £2,000 would be quite sufficient, and knows that a 
large portion of it could be raised by local contributions. Thinks that it would be a gi-eat 
national object — even of greater importance to the stran gel's than to the natives. Remem- 
bers the fisheries upwards of forty years, and entirely attributes chiefly to the causes 
assigned by the other witnesses their failure since 1823. Does not think those opinions the 
effect of unreasonable prejudices, but well founded and undeniable. Thinks the trawling 
on the coral banks particularly mischievous. 

Derby Haven, February 2; Fort Erin, February 3, 1836. 

Ex.\mining Commissioners : — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

The Commissionei's were accompanied to Derby Haven the High Bailiff of Castle- Situation of Derby 
town, and Mr. John Moore. It is a dry liai'bour on the eastern side of that promontory Haven, 
called Loughess, which separates it by a very narrow neck of land from Castletown Bay. 

It is a good, but dry natural harbour, well sheltered from the south and west, and very ca- 
pable ofimprovement. A solid embankment has been made, which connects a small island 
•called Derby Island, with the shore, and encreases the shelter. In an old fort on this is- 
land there is a lighthouse, upon which, during the'fishei-y, there is a regular light. Alai'ge 
number of smacks are kept at Derby Haven, and there is a splendid establishment belong- 
ing to the Messrs. Holmes, for curing Herrings; also an extensive drying and smoking 
house, but it was a desert, occupied only by a few solitary barrels of Herrings, and by one 
cooper, who was employed to take care of the place. 

This man, Robert Clegg, had been for a long time in the employment of Messrs. Holmes 
as a cooper. He confirmed, on the authority of all the fishermen with whom he was in 
habits of intercourse, the general statements made about the too early commencement of 
the fisherj-, as did John Kelly, a man who had formerly been extensively engaged In the 
fisheries. 

On Wednesday, the 3rd, we were accompanied by Messrs. Gawne and Mr. Moore to Situation of Port 
Port Erin, a small, but very favourably circumstanced harbour, on the western side of the Erin, 
promontory of Rushen, formed by Breda Head on the north, and extremely well sheltered 
from all but westerly winds. It is excellent holding ground, a strong claj', with a light 
covering of sand ; and a stream falls into it, which must at all times prevent any accumu- 
lation. It is directly on the fishing ground, and is resorted to in the season by a vast num- 
ber of boats, English, Irish, Scotch, and Manx. Its distance from Ardglass is about eleven 
leagues ; and it is an interesting point,- not only with reference to the fisheries, but as having 
been named, (as well as Peel,) for a station, between which and Ardglass a steam communi- 

2 H 
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cation might be formed, for the conveyance of the mails from Liverpool and the north-west 
of England, to Belfast and the north of Ireland, across the Isle of Man. It was surveyed 
by Sir John Kennie in 1832, and as far back as 1791, in a report presented to Parliament 
by Commi.ssioners of Enquiry, a plan for the improvement of the harbour was furnishedj 
aud the measui’e strongly recommended, as one of great national importance. 

Thomas Keegan, an old fisherman, after expressing opinions similar to those already 
given about the inexpediency of commencing the fishery so early, of shooting the nets so 
soon, and of permitting trawling on the coral banks, urges sti’ongly the necessity of shelter 
at Port Erin. Has seeir upwards of 400 vessels fishing off the liai'bour at the same time. 
Saw seven large smacks dashed to pieces on the. strand at Peel, one evening, in consequence 
of their not being able to get round the Calf into Port-le-Mai’y. The tide runs sometimes so 
tremendously strong, that it is impossible to resist it. .The village of Port Erin, and the 
estate adjacent, belongs chiefly to the representatives of Robert Cunningham, Esq., who, as 
well as the gentry, and the fishermen, would contribute. 

Exclusive of the Herring, and Cod, and Ling fishery, there is at Port Erin another very 
important source of employment, in the Whelk or Buckie fishery. These are the principal 
bait used for taking Cod and Ling. They are taken in baskets resembling Lobster basr 
kets, with purse or trap mouths, (called cleaves,) holding about 200 ; which are baited with 
small gray Crabs. They are set about a mile oft’ Breda Head, at all times of the year. The 
baskets are sunk with stones, and buoyed. The Skerries boats are often supplied from this 
place. The price is generally I 5 . a hundred. Befoi’e the practice of trawling was general, 
remembers 400 Cod per boat being taken in one night. 

Mr. James Clague, of Port Erin, is quite sure that the Ardglass and Arklow men are even 
more anxious than the Manx men about shelter at Port Erin. At their request he had 
opened a list, which he exhibited, of persons propo.sir.g to give contributions in money and 
labour. There were 397 fishermen, labourers, and tradesmen, offered. He has no doubt 
that £1,000 may be made up. 



Ramsey, February 5, 1836. 

Ex.\5iining Commissioners: — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Present : — The High Bailiff, Frederick Tellett, Esq. ; the Collector of Customs, Wm. 

C.ALLow, Esq., and a large number of Fishermen. 

Ramsey is distant from Castletown about twenty-six, and from Douglas sixteen miles. It 
is situated on the north-eastern point of the island, with a population under 2,000, about 
nine leagues from Whitehaven, and five from the Scotch coast at Borougli Head. It is, 
like the other harbours of the island, dry at low water, but it has an excellent pier, and har- 
bour light, with quays, and an inner harbour, in progress of extension, and further improve- 
ments, fot which there are considerable facilities. Ramsey Bay is a clean sandy beach, and 
the river Sulby, which empties itself into the sea at Ramsey, will at all times prevent the 
accumulation of sand in the harbour. 'Die roads between Castletown and Ramsey are in 
the same excellent condition that we noticed in the otlier parts of the island. Ramsey has 
a considerable trade and intercourse with Scotland and England, as well as some with the 
Northern parts of Europe. There is a good deal of ship building, in consequence of the 
unrestrained permission to use Baltic timber at the low duty of per cent. Two very fine 
ships, built by Liverpool merchants, had just been launched ; but we have been informed 
that a strong prejudice exists against sliips built in the Isle of Man, and that tliey are quite 
unsaleable. This is either a consequence of impressions received fi'om the statements of 
the Liverpool shipwrights, (who are extremely jealous of the privileges enjoyed by the Isle 
of Man,) or of the fact that the Foreign oak, which had been used in the construction 
of some ships there, having proved to be more susceptible of dry rot than the British oak. 
Certain it is, that at present no Foreign oak is used. 

Jos. Townsellor, an old fisherman states, that the hank along the eastern coast, about two 
miles from the shore, is resorted to by Liverpool trawlers. Believes that they are very inju- 
rious to the fishery ; but thinks that even the trawling is not so bad as the steamers, of which 
there are sometimes four or five in a day, but never less than two ; all the boats plying 
between the Clyde and Liverpool, and sometimes the Belfast and Derry boats. . 

Wm. Christian, anotiier fisherman, thinks the steamers much worse than the trawlers. 
There is no trawl-boat out of Ramsey, nor out of any port in the island that he knows. Is 
sure that no inhabitants of the island would practice so mischievous a calling. The trawlers 
break up the coral and the spawn, and the steamers scare away and turn off any strange 
shoals that come into the Channel. Is also quite sure that the St. Ives boats do a great deal 
of harm by commencing the fishery too soon, and shooting too early in the evening. These 
boats have been coming about thirteen years, and the fisheries have been failing ever since. 
Last year, four boats were built for the Herring fishery, at Ramsey, between twenty-five 
and thirty tons each. Each boat cost about £130. They are all clinker built. 

A frame of nets for nine men costs about £54. 

Carpenters wages are 3s. per day, but they are generally paid by the piece. — £14 is the 
cost for building a boat of 25 tons. Memel timber can be bought at Is. 6d. per foot ; Arun 
del. Is. do. 

Cordage 36s. to 38s., Hemp, £I9 per ton. Canvass is manufactured in the island by 
Moore o( Douglas, of very superior quality. No. 1, Is. Zld. per yard. 

In Ramsey they still mix a little tai- in the bark for their nets. 

The demand for fresh fish in Ramsey, would be unlimited, in consequence of the facility 
of sending it by steamers to Liverpool. 

William Corkill, a very old fisherman, is well acquainted not only with the fisheries of 
the island, but with those of the west coast of Scotland. Thinks that the steamers bav 
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<feeidedly done most harm. They have destroyed the loch fishery of Scotland. Tober- 
mory knows the mischief of them : not only the Herring but the Cod and Haddock fisherj^, 
is destroyed by them. Never has been, and never will, sail in a steamer ; they may be 
handy things for a passenger, but they are things he does not like, and he thinks there ought 
to be a heavy duty laid on them, same as the stills. They have been the ruin of many 
poor fishermen, aye, and of those who never fished. Tliey have destroyed the trade of many 
persons who kept little vessels between the island and the English, Scotch, and Irish coasts. 

Charles Creer, has frequently seen lumps of spawn as big as his two fists in the nets of 
the trawlers. Knows also that they have broken down the coral upon which the Herring 
must rub its belly in the progress of spawning. 

William Callow, Esq., Collector of Customs, states, the harbour dues charged in Ram- 
sey to be Ad. per ton on loaded vessels, and 3rf. per ton on vessels in ballast each voyage. 
Fishing boats pay 15s. annually. The revenues are about £200 a year. Sir John Rennie 
gave a plan about two years ago for a considerable extension of the harbour. 



Liverpool, January 23, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners : — Messrs. Townsend and Barry. 

Witnesses: — M essrs. Henry and John Holmes, of the House of Henry Holmes and Sons. 

The firm to which witness belongs has been upwards of sixty years more extensively en- 
gaged in the fish trade than any house in Great Britain. Its dealings extend to the coasts 
of Scotland, and to the Isle of Man, where it maintains an extensive curing and drying 
establishment : it has also an extensive drying house in Liverpool. 

The cured fish, (generally the best and fattest Herrings, not gutted,) are hung in succes- 
sive ranges on small rods in a house open to the top, to a height of nearly twenty-feet ; and 
wood fires are made on a brick floor in several places. The fires are made of logs of oak 
timber, about three feet long, and six inches square; and there being no chimney, the 
acrid smoke of the timber accumulates; so that in about a week the whole fish is tho- 
roughly smoked and dried. That nearest the top is generally best done ; as the smoke as- 
cends and accumulates near the roof of the house. 

The demand for this article has considerably diminished, and with it the price. This is 
owing in a great measure, to increased competition ; drying houses having been established 
along the whole coast of Scotland and in the Isle of Man : the trade, which was once con- 
fined to Yarmouth, is now unprofitably pursued in many places. 

The export of red Herrings to the Mediteranean and the Papal States last yeai-, was 
about 32,000 barrels from Yarmouth. Messrs. Holmes are decidedly of opinion, that as an 
object of commercial speculation, the Fisheries of Scotland and the Isle of Man have ceased 
to yield a remunerating profit ; and that even to the takers, the late prices can hardly be 
considered sufficient to afford ascanty subsistence, after paying for an extensive outfit. 

The Messi-s. Holmes have kindly permitted the Examining Commissioners to extract 
from their books a most interesting statement of the prices of Herrings from 1799, to the 
present period. This exhibits a progressively declining price since the year 1820, attri- 
buted by the parties to excessive production. The trade having been supported up to 
1830, mainly by bounties, an unnatural stimulus was given to it, which induced many ad- 
venturers to adopt the pursuit; these have been since progressively declining in condition. 
Exclusive of the loss of other foreign markets, the demand for the West Indies, more parti- 
cularly the Island of Jamaica, has very materially diminished since the emancipation of the 
slaves, who will no longer consume the food which they were formerly forced to eat. Tlie 
working classes in the manufacturing districts of this country, have also ceased in a gi-eat 
measure to consume the article, owing probably to the reduced pi-ices of meat; and so 
strongly do the Continental markets participate in the same reduced demand, that an ap- 
plication was lately made to Messrs. Holmes from Hamburgh, to receive a consignment of 
a large quantity of Scotch Herrings, “then a drug in the market.” The following is the list 
of the prices of Herrings per barrel, extracted from Messrs. Holmes’s books : — 



Year. 


5 


Year. 




«. 


1799 


21 


1817 




35 


1800 


22 


1818 




38—405. 


1801 


40 


1819 




40 


1801 


25 


1820 




25 


1802 


none exported 


1821 




25 


1803 


40 


1822 




25 


1804 


36 


1823 




25 


1805 


42 


1824 




23 


1806 


42 


1825 




30 


1807 


34—425. 


1826 




28 


1808 


34—365.— 42s. 


1827 




24 


1809 


45 


1828 




23 


1810 


38 


1829 




25 


1811 


30 


1830 




22 


1812 


34 


1831 




22 


1813 


42 


1832 




26 


1814 


42 


1833 




22 


1815 


36 


1834 




28 a failing fishery. 


1816 


36 


1835 




15—195. 
2 H2 
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Bounty on Her- From the year 1795 until 1812, there was a bounty of 25. per barrel upon all Herrings, 
rings. and, in addition to that, 2s. 8d. per barrel until 1816, which was called a debenture. 45. 8d. 

per barrel, and 2,?. 8d. per do. should therefore be added to the price sold during those 
periods. The 2s. 8d. per barrel was only, however, given on white Herrings exported. 
The price of Herrings at Wick, and on the coast of Caithness, for the season 1835, com- 
menced at 165., but little was sold at that price : a considerable quantity brought 155., but 
they afterwards fell to 1 15. 6d. ; they have now advanced again to 155. The price given to 
the fishermen was IO5. to IO5. 6d. per cran, (now 36 gallons,) which with other perquisites, 
whiskey, &c., would amount to 1 15. 6c?. 'I he fishery having been so very abundant, there 
were some fish sold by the fishermen so low as 85., and when the stock of barrels and 
salt were exhausted, even at 55. The facilities given by the Scotch Banks to the curers is 
very great, which induces so great a number to engage in the business as^ curers,^ that 
more fish are cured than can be sold at remunerating prices : at the same time it is the 
witness’s opinion that a lower price than from Ts. 6d. to 1 05. per cran would not afford the 
fishermen a living profit. • . 

Toint Stock Com Messrs. Holmes have heard nothing of any projected joint stock company for promoting 
the Fisheries of Ireland, and they are decidedly of opinion, that such an undertaking would 
^ not be either prudent or desirable; long experience has fully convinced them, that m the 

taking of fish, individual exertion of a more than ordinary nature is so absolutely^ necessary, 
that only those who are actually employed in the boats can possibly be repaid ; and so 
strongly are those gentlemen impressed with this belief, that although they are perhaps the 
most extensive curers in Great Britain, they never have owned either a boat or a share in 
a boat. They make advances to the fishermen in the spring, for their maintenance and out- 
fit, in anticipation of the summer fishery ; and in the autumn, the account is closed— some- 
times by a debit to stand over for the next season. _ _ 

Having had the most unrestrained access to Messrs. Holmes’s books, the^ Commissioners 
have also -extracted an account of their dealings with the fisherrnen of Wick, for the sea- 
sons of 1834 and 1835. 

Account of Messrs. In 1834, they advanced the crews of 24 boats, (consisting of six men each, or 144 men,) 

Holmes’ dealings a sum of £398 ; and the price allowed for the fish that season having been 05. per cran, the 
with the fishermen gross produce of tlie fish taken by the whole, amounted to only ^741 I65., including a sura 
of Wick. of £J 06 for whiskey and perquisites, such as lodging money, &c. This left for each indivi- 

dual for his season’s earning, not more than about £5 35. to cover all expenses of outfit, 
boats, and maintenance. In 1 835, they advanced to the crews of 22 boats, consisting of 
132 men, £389 135., and the price of fish having in the early part of the season been 
lOs. 6d. per cran, the gross produce of a most abundant fisheiy, including £100 for per- 
quisites was £1760 155. lOd, or about£l3'65. for each man, in the season ; thus the ave- 
rage gross earnings of these pei'sons for tw'O years, during tlie best part of the season, did 
not exceed £9 each man for each year. 

Improvement in Messrs. Holmes readily i)ore testimony to the improvement, and to the altered circum- 
the condition of stances of the maritime population on the east coast of Scotland : but they apprehend that 
the population of Wick has seen the best of its days, and that although the quantity of fish resorting to the 
the east coast of coast may be undiminished, the increased and increasing number of takers, and the pro- 

Scotland. gressively diminishing demand, will necessarily so reduce the price, as to yield an insufficient 

remuneration to the takers. 

Ireland the best Ireland is admitted to be the best and most certain market for Scotch fish ; and Messrs. 
Market for Scotch Holmes very candidly said, “give but an extraordinary impulse to the Fisheries of Ireland, 
Fish. and you necessarily in the same degree injure those of Scotland. But this can only be 

done at a considerable expense ; and considering the more abundant sup^^y in Scotland, 
the Irish cannot procure the ai'ticle as cheaply as it may be had from Scotland, — even 
giving no value to the time of your people.” 

Their opinion as Messrs. Holmes differ in the opinion they entertain as to the expediency of continuing 
to the expediency any system of Government control in the Scotch Fisheries. Mr. Henry Holmes thinks 
of continuing Go- that the official brand is a security to the purchaser, that may generally be relied on’; while 
vernment control his brother is of opinion, that the ditty is sometimes so loosely executed as to be no pro- 
on the Scotch tection. 

Fisheries. While those gentlemen have made the preceding statements so unfavourable to the pre- 

sent prospects of the Scotch Fisheries, they have not hesitated to call our attention to the 
fact, that on some parts of the coast where np fishery yet exists, great exertions are being 
made to promote that branch of industry by local encouragement, 
llesolutions of the Iti the port of Aberdeen within the present month, the Magistrates and Council, have 
Magistrates, 8tc. of offered liberal encouragement for the establishment of a Herring fishery. 

Aberdeen. 1st. To grant a bounty of £15 to the owners of each of the first fifty boats of proper size, 

effectively manned, and sufficiently provided with suitable materials, and all other requisites 
for the fishing, who shall engage and become bound to prosecute and carry on the Herring 
fishery at this port during the ensuing season, 1836, provided the number of boats entered 
shall not be less than thirty. 

2nd. That salt, and made Herring barrels, to be used exclusively at this fisherj’, be ad- 
mitted into the harbour free of harbour dues, for the first three successive seasons, com- 
mencing with 1836, as follow:— 1| bushel of salt for each barrel, and 250 made Herring 
barrels for each boat, whatever the number of boats may be. 

3rd. That all Herrings, bonajide, taken at this fishery, and cured at the port of Aber- 
deen, be allowed to be exported free of harbour dues for the like period of three 
years. 

4tli. That ground be given for drying nets, and for curing stations, rent free for the like period. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




LIVERPOOL. 



245 



5th. That no havbour-dues to be chargeable from boats while employed in the fishery. 

6th. That besides having the important advantage of the permanent light upon Girdle- 
■ness, and the tide light on the north pier, the boats engaged in the fishery shall, in case of 
necessity, be allowed, gratis, tile assistance of the_ Tug-steamer, belonging to the harbom-, 
when it is not employed for the purposes of the shipping. c , r> 

Messrs. Holmes being well acquainted with the habits of persons engaged in the fish- Pislievmcn occu- 
eries at the Isle of Man, state that in those cases where the fai-mers have become fishermen, pying land, 
they have not been generally successful, and in many instances have been obliged to sell their 
land ; but, at Wick, that the occupation of a small portion of land by the fishermen is found 
to have been extremely advantageous ; affordingfood and employment during seasons when 
the fishing cannot be pursued : — the quantity, however, should seldom exceed an acre or two. 

On the subject of objectionable modes of fishing, they have heard no complaints, either 
here, in Scotland, or tlie Isle of Man. They attribute to the practice of trawling, which is 

quite a modern introduction here, the abundant supply of fresh fish ill the Liverpool mar- 
ket, where the finest Turbot and Soles generally averaged Id. to 8d. per lb. wholesale," 
the retail price seldom exceeds Is. j. ^ ■ r 

Messrs. Holmes are agents for the great Loch Foyle and other Salmon fisheries in Ire- 
land. The supply last year was generally abundant, and the prices averaged Id. per lb. 

Another advantage enjoyed by the adventurers on the coast of Scotland is the cheapness 
of barrels, which can be made up at Wick for 2s. 9d., while in Livci-pool they cost 4s._ This 
arises from two causes— the difference in coopers’ wages, which at Wick are 10s. and m Li- 
verpool 21s. per week ; and the low price of Norway timber, whicli, by an arrangement of 
the Treasury, is permitted to come into Scotland at a low duty. Messrs. Holmes paid last 
year at Wick, for 4480 feet of Norway timber at 8rf. £149 6s. 9d., the duty on which was 
only £28 Is. Sd., or about \\d. per foot. 

Messrs. Holmes do not think that the advantage of having ship budding materials duty- Exemption from 
freein the Isle of Man has been very generally availed of; a prejudice exists against the Timber Duties m 
Norway oak, which is believed by some experienced persons to generate the di-y rot. the isle ot Man. 

Liverpool, February 9, 1836. 

Examining Commissionees : — Messi-s. Townsend and Barry. 

Evidence of Mr. Matthew Ternan, Fish Factor. 

Mr. 'Matthew Tiernan, Islington Terrace, Liverpool, is extensively engaged as an agent 
or factor for the sale of Irish fish, chiefly Herrings and Oysters. There is another person 
in the same trade in Liverpool, Mr. T. Griffin, who does as much business as Mr. Ternan. 

The Herring fishery of 1835, to judge by the sales of fresh Herrings, must have Herrings, 

been much more productive than usual. Within eight days during last season, up- 
wards of £2,000 worth of fresh Herrings were sold by Mr. Ternan. They were pur- 
chased by Sken-ies boats, then engaged in carrying. Thinks the boats of Skerries gene- 
rally in excellent condition, much better than they used to be during the time of bounties. 

Believes that there are some persons distressed, and unable to keep up their boats ; but 
such things will happen in all trades. Thinks the condition of the inhabitants of Skerries 
who are engaged in the fisheries, decidedly improved of late. Knows this fact from his in- 
tercourse with the people, and his own observations at Skerries. Tiiere is evidently a grow- 
ing taste for comforts, and even for. what would formerly be considered luxuries. The 
houses are neater, in better repair, and there is a disposition to procure useful articles of 
furniture. Knows that within a very short time, thirty-one new clocks have been brought 
into Skerries. The last season was particularly good ; his sales of Herrings from the 2ist 
of June to the first of October, 1835, amounted to £12,237 185. Id. Those Herrings are 
<renerally of the finest quality ; and from May to July, before the lamb becomes plenty, they 
are considered the greatest luxury, throughout the manufacturing districts of Lancashire. 

There is an unbounded demand for them in the towns of Liverpool, Manchester, Bol- 
ton, &c. At that period, they are worth 10s. a hundi-ed, if brought in good condition. 

Mr. Ternan sells to the country dealers generally at a month’s credit ; but he has long Transactions with 
running accounts with persons whom he trusts. He has never less than £4000 embarked Country Dealers, 
in the trade. He often makes advances to the owner of the boat, before the cargo aiaives ; 
but invariably pays him over his balance, when it is delivered, charging a commission of 7-^ 
per cent. When he makes an advance for the purchase of fish, varying from £120 to £20U 
for each boat, he gets a man’s shore of the profit, besides bis commission on the sale. There 
are seven men in each boat ; and last season the share of each was from £18 to £20. Finds 
the people extremely con-ect and punctual in all their dealings, when tlie season enables 
them to be so, but it sometimes happens that they are obliged to be irregular. Thinks, how- 
ever, that their general honesty and integrity is above the common average ; and it is 
encreasing with their prosperity. They arc better clothed, better housed, better fed, 
more industrious, and more temperate, than they were during the bounty. Nothing was 
more calculated to demoralize them, than the bounties, as they were given ; nothing could have _ 
been more mischievous, or more injudicious than the tonnage bounty system; it was in fact 
a bounty on idleness and perjury. Their increased prosperity has arisen from their astonish- 
ingly increased industry, and their greater reliance on their own exertions, without looking 
to extraneous aid. Thinks that in most cases the fisheries will enable an industrious man 
to get on in the w'orld, without extraordinary aid. Believes that loans, under proper regu- 
lations, for repairing and fitting out vessels, maybe extremely useful; but when tlie amount 
lent is large, the town ought to be extended to four years if required. Thinks that such a sys- 
tem in aid of building and repairing boats would be better than any other plan of encou- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Trawling. 



Trawling wltliln 
Bays. 



Scotch Herrings. 



Prices of Fish ii 
in the Liverpool 
Markets. 

Oysters. 



246 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

ragement. An industrious man will sometimes have half as much as would build or repair 
a vessel, — lend him the other half, take a mortgage on his vessel as security, charge him a 
reasonable interest, and guard against accident by a plan of insurance, which may well be 
arranged, and whicli for other purposes may be useful. The men of Skerries were formerly 
remarkable for their honesty ; the bounty first made a bad impression on them, that it will 
take years to remove ; but they are deserving of every thing that can be done for them, for 
they are a fine set of fellows. 

Trawling is decidedly the most unprofitable trade in fishing followed by any of the peo- 
ple of Skerries, and yet there are thirty-four boats so engaged j but no man, in the best 
season, earns more than £20. Knows that many of them are supported by their wives 
and daugluers, who earn from 5s. to 7s. a week at tambouring. 

Tliinks that trawling witliin bays may be injurious, but believes that the evil is greatly 
overrated. 

Is not in any wajf engaged in the sale of cured fish ; is exclusively confined to the trade in 
fresh fish, because it is one that can never be overdone. It is not likely that the Liverpool 
marketcould be overstocked, because if the unlimited demand which exists for the manufac- 
turing districts were more tlian supplied, the small curers would come in, to take the surplus ; 
which, when cured, is always more valued than Scotch fish. 

Scotch Herrings may now be purchased for I7s. to 18^. per barrel ; Irish or Manx fish 
would be' worth nearly double the price. The Skerries people have given up the curing of 
Cod and Ling ; the fresh market and the carrying trade pay them better. Dry Ling is not 
liked in the English markets. Any that comes here is from Shetland ; but Herrings of good 
quality are decidedly preferred. Thinks that nothing would tend so much to increase the 
comfort and independence of the fishermen generally, as the possession of a little land; a 
man would have more constant emplo 3 'ment for himself and family, and would feel “more 
confident in himself.” 

The fish markets of Liverpool and Manchester are generally well supplied with round 
and flat fish ; sometimes, it is brought over land from Yorkshire ; sometimes by the Liver- 
pool trawlers, of which thei'e are from thirty to fortj’, very well fitted out and supplied. 
Much comes from Whitby, Hartlepool, and Robin Hood’s Bay ; but the trawlei-s generally 
rendezvous at Douglas, in the Isle of Man, and send their fish to Liverpool by the steamers. 
Sometimes, when the weather is favourable, they send in a boat from tlie fleet with the 
fish — which is considered entitled to a share of the fish taken by the other boats, while she 
is so employed. Upon the whole, the Liverpool market is generally very fairly supplied, 
but the price varies with the weather. 

The wholesale prices maybe stated at from 6d. to 2s. 6d. per lb. for Turbot ; Ad. to Ir. 6d. 
per lb. for Soles, usual price 8d. ; 2d. to 2^d. and Sd. per lb. for Cod. Never heard of any 
project for the formation of a Joint Stock Company, for supplying Liverpool : and thinks that 
notiling could be more unlikely to be profitatable. 

The Oyster trade is one of very considerable importance, and gives employment to a 
large number of boats and men, chiefly from Arklow. At Arklow, there is an inexhaus- 
tible supply of small Oysters, which throughout the season, from January to September, are 
drawn over to Beaumaris, where they are deposited on banks rented from the Corporation. 
These banks furnish a constant source of supply for the Liverpool and Manchester mar- 
kets ; and the demand is unbounded and increasing. 

Total Amount for Sales of Herrings, with the Names of the Vessels, Masters, and Port, from the 
2ist of June to the 1st of October, 1835, by Mr. Turxax, Factor, Liverpool. 



1 ■ Master. 


Vessel. 


Port. 


Maize. 




Q- 


Total Amount. 


Henrv Kelly 




Betty 




Skerries 




685 


4 


2 


£ 

1128 


6 


d. 

H 


P. M‘Dei-mot 




Mariner 




Skerries 




361 






634 


17 




James Cappoeue 




Young Catherine 








316 


4 


1 


600 


18 


6 


'1 bomasGowan 




Mary and Patrick 








346 




2 


681 


14 


6 


Patrick Grimes 












366 


2 




577 


8 


11 


Cliristojilier Qninn 




PaUdek and Esther 








360 


3 


0 


603 


13 


14 


ChristopUer Stokes 




Mary 




Skerries 




254 


4 


3 


453 


4 


n 


.T olin Morgan 




Nelly 








258 


4 


2 


486 


13 


10 


Dennis Sliiel 












306 






506 


19 


34 


Joke Fegnn 




Thomas 








352 




1 


617 




8 


John Dulf 




Prosperity 








1S8 




2 


310 


18 


3 


Michael May 




Ti-imty 




Skerries 




358 


3 




680 


3 104 


John Grimes 




Robert 








312 




1 


477 


3 


6 


John Grimely 




William and Margaret 






207 


1 




354 


17 


S . 


John Grimely 




John and Thomas 








163 


1 






7 10 1 


Thomas Morgan 




Seaflower 








282 




1 


493 


10 


li 


William Wilde 








Skerries 




340 






542 


7 


8 


Richard Del abide 




Wellington 








312 




2 


532 


16 


6+ 


1 Patnek M'Dermott 


Young John 








417 


4 


1 


695 


IS 


H 


James M'Dermott 












238 


2 




408 


1 


4 


James Grimely 




Agreement 








97 


2 


1 


173 


6 


3 


Joseph M‘Court 












174 


2 


3 


272 


10 


9 


Josejdi Grimely 
Patnek Ouinn 




Mary and Jo.seph 




Skerries 


— 


147 


3 


3 


242 


U 


n 


James Fegan 












326 





— 


412 


13 




Ihumas Ilerbert 












84 


1 




96 


3 


2 


Daniel Blaney 




Ardglass 








46' 


4 


3 


83 




3 


Richard Bleakly 




John 


_ 


Ardglass 


— 


86 


2 


3 


117 




9 










Total-- 


7381 


4 


1 


12,237 


18 


7 
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EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

Coast of Cornicall. 

The Mackerel fishery is followed in the months of April, May, and June ; Pilchards in 
August and September. Since 1817 the Pilchards have not been taken in large bodies as 
formerly. 

The only regulation connected with the fisheries, is intended to prevent the drifting boats 
from coming within four and a-half miles of the shore, during the Pilchard season. The Pil- 
chard seaners complain of those boats coming too near tlie shore, and breaking the shoals of 
fish, contrary to the law. The fishermen also complain of the Plymouth trawlers destroy- 
ing the spawn of the hook and line fish. 

For taking Mackerel, a scan is used, 140 fathoms long, and 12 fathoms deep, with 
two rowing boats For taking Pilchards, a scan about 220 fathoms long, and 15 fathoms 
deep, with a tuck-net 120 fathoms long, and 18 fathoms deep, with three boats to 
toeachsean, and rope, anchors, &c. &c. The drift boats have nets for meshing the Pil- 
chards, about 7 fathoms deep, and from 400 to 500 fathoms long. A Pilchai’d sean, boats 
and mater-ials, when new, costabout £1000; a cellar for curing fish, and storage for stores, 
£500; Mackerel sean and boats, about £100; drifting nets, also, £100. The nets are 
made principally at St. Maws, by families of fishermen. They are preserved by barking. 
Meshes are measured diagonally, but not restricted as to size. When no fish are taken by 
a Pilchard sean, the annual expense may be calculated at £100. Pilchards are cured in 
bulk by the owners of scans. They are generally destined for the Italian market. The 
usual price is about 40.5. a hogshead of fifty gallons {James Gordon, Inspecting Com- 

mander, Hoioie, Cormoall.) 

Pilchards are cured in bulk, not gutted, then barrelled and pressed. Those caught in 
August and September are fat, aitd yield a considerable quantity of oil ; when caught 
later in the year, they seldom yield much. — (/. C. FitzGerald, Inspecting Commander^ 
Falmouth^ 

Trawl-nets and ground seans are calculated to destroy the spawn and fry. The Pilchard 
fishery lasts sometimes from August to December, inclusive. Seventy years since, it began 
a month earlier in several successive years. The seasons of our sea fisheries are regulated 
by the prospect of success, and not by any general or local law, except as regards drift-nets, 
trawl-nets, and ground seans, under certain circumstances. There are no joint-stock com- 
panies. Individual enterprise and attention being considered far more likely to promote 
success and economy. 

I incline to the opinion that a majority of the interest in trawl and drift-boats, belongs to 
persons who go out as fishermen, and that the contrary is the case with the Pilchai'd seans 
and boats, of which the number of owners varies from one to sixteen or twenty. Persons 
of many different avocations are to be found interested to a small extent, as part owners of 
Pilchard fishery establishments. Many of tlie fisher'uen are wholly employed in that capeu 
city, whilst otliers devote part of their time to piloting vessels, to agi'iculture and trade. 
This combination of pursuits, in consequence of the uncertaiin and fluctuating success of 
the fisheries, is beneficial, in tlie cases in wliich it is practised. The fishermen usually oc- 
cupy small houses or huts, and some of them hold an acre or two, more or less, of land, on 
lease, or as yearly tenants — generally at rather a higher rate of rent, than tlie neighbouring 
farmers pay for larger farms. Their social condition is about on a par with that of working 
ti-adesmen or manufacturers, and is sometimes superior to the condition of agricultural la- 
bourers: but in a season of failure, they often experience severe privations. Many persons 
of large property are concerned in the Pilchard sean fishery. Hired fishermen are usually 
paid from seven to twelve shillings per week, besides a certain portion of the fish, ordinarily 
one-fourth of the value or nett-proceeds of the Pilchards caught. The success of eacli fishery 
is extremely variable : as an extreme case, I may mention, that last winter, one sean in- 
closed in five minutes. Pilchards to the value of £8000 ; whereas, many other seans in the 
county have scarcely caught a fish in several successive yeai's, and their owners have sus- 
tained such heavy losses as to be obliged to cut up their nets for covering fruit trees, and 
for other purposes. Disabled ftsliermen are supported by their own resources, by local 
charities, or by aid from the poor rates. Few of them derive support from the two latter 
resources, except in such of the fishing coves as have experienced a failure in the fishery 
during one or more years. They are generally improvident. 

Pilchard seans are ten meshes, and drift-nets six meshes to the foot. Mackerel nets are 
four meshes to the foot. The meshes are measured diagonally. 

I am glad to observe an extensive and increasing demand for fresh fish caught on our 
coasts. In the present season, probably, 12,000,000 of Pilchards have been sold for home 
consumption, besides a large supply of Mackerel, Hake, &c. fresh and salted. They ai-e 
distributed throughout the country, in cai-ts and on horses. Pilchards are often sold at D. 
to Is. 6d., and Herrings at 2s. per 126 ; Cod-fish at 2s. each; Red Mullets, 2d. to fid. 
each; Turbot 2d. to fid. per pound; Mackerel Id. to 3d. each. 

Pilchards ai-e prepared for the Italian market in a dry state, being put in hulk : a layer 
of fish alternately with a layer of salt, in which state they lie for thirty days. They are then 
taken out of bulk and washed, carefully packed in casks of fifty gallons each, which are 
not tight, and are pressed by a powerful lever. Each hogshead of Pilchards weighs about 
476 lbs. When cured for the West Indies, or for home use, Pilchards are gutted by wo- 
men’s fingers, and are pickled in tight barrels. The average price is from thirty to fifty shil- 
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Price of Pilchards, lings per hogshead of fifty gallons. Pickled Pilchards are worth about two shillings per 
barrel of thirty-two gallons. By far the lai'ger proportion in a successful season, is sent 
to Italy in a dried state. Pilchard hogsheads cost 45. each. There is generally an abun- 
dant supply of French salt which is preferred, except for pickling.. — {Mr. Alfred Fox, Falmouth^* 
Seasons. particular changes having occurred in the descriptions of fish taken, but on some oc- 

casions neither the Mackerel or the Pilchards have appeared at the usual periods, and 
there have been considerable fiuctuations as to the times of their appearance. This applies 
more particularly to Pilchards. During some years, they remain but a very few weeks on 
the coast ; ' whilst in other years, the fish are taken thi-oughout the last five months of the 
vear. Pilchards appear to frequent during a short period, the south western coast of Ireland. 

On the Mackerel fishery, the size of boats varies from twelve to eighteen tons ; they are 
manned with seven men : the number of nets vary from twenty-six to thirty, according to the 
size of the boat ; each net being about 260 feet long, and 23 feet deep. The heads of 
each net are kept floating by cork buoys. The nets are attached to each other by lines, 
and there is also a smaller line running along the foot, to prevent the nets being lost, in 



* Copy of a Letter from the Commissioners of the Irish Fishery Inquiry, to Alfred Fox, Esq., 
Falmouth. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 19tbJanunry, 1830. 

Sir, I am directed by the Commissioners of Fishery Inquiry to convey to you their thanks for 

the very useful information you have communicated in replying to their Clueries. And referring to 
the answers opposite the 4th and 29th Queries, by which it appears that there are local regulations as 
to the use and construction of trawl- nets and ground scans ; I am to request from you a copy of those 
regulations, or a description of them ; *and that you will specify the authorities from whom they have 
emanated, and by whom they are enforced. I am also to request, with reference to the reply to the 
7th Query, that you will state whether you consider drift-nets injurious to the Pilchard fishery, or 
concur in the opinion that “ trawl-nets and ground seans do much injury by destroying the spawn and 
fry.” I am further to request that you will take the trouble of describing the ground sean-net, and 
the boulter referred to in reply to the 6th Query, stating the kind of fish generally taken with them, 
and the mode of using them. It is also desirable to know your opinion on the comparative success of 
the Pilchard sean and drift fishery, in the same years, as you state, in reply to the 12fh Query, that 
the sean fishery has been so unsuccessful in some years, that many persons have appropriated the nets 
to other uses. ‘ I am, &c. - 



Answer from Mr. Fox, dated Falmouth, 2nd of 2nd month, 1836. 

Este'EMEI) Fkieni>, — I beg to state, in reply to thy favor of the 19th ult., that the regulations re- 
ferred to in my answers to the 4tli and 30th Queries, are not local, but are imposed by Acts of Parlia- 
ment, viz : — 3rd James I. ch. 12 ; 1st George I. ch. 18 ; 13th and 14th Charles II, ch. 28th. 

I am not persuaded that drift-nets do so much mischief to the sean fishery as many intelligent and 
experienced persons suppose, but I cannot dismiss the apprehension that they often are injurious, es- 
pecially when a great number of drift-boats, with nets extending altogether perhaps fifty miles in 
length, in continuous or parallel lines, are interposed between the shoals of Pilchards and the shore 
near to which the seans catch their fish. I ought to add that many persons concerned in the drift 
fishery contend that it is not injurious to the sean fishery. 

I cannot doubt that trawl-nets and ground-seans are very prejudicial, by destroying the spawn and 
fry of fish, more particularly when they are used in the season when the more important descriptions 
of fish have recently cast their spawn. 

A ground sean is forty to sixty or eighty fathoms long, and from three to four or six fathoms deep, 
and has corks all along the head rope, and leads on the foot ropes; towards the end its depth is gra- 
dually reduced ; the mesh is between that of a Pilchard sean and that of a drift-net. Ground seans 
are carried in a boat sixty to eighty fathoms from the shore, and there shot in a line nearly parallel 
with it, and are hauled in by warps from the shore. 

A boulter is a long line, about half an inch in diameter, and a hundred to two hundred fathoms or 
more in length, to which arc attached about equal distances of one fathom, small lines (and hooks) 
one fathom in length. All the hooks being baited, the boulter is then extended along the bottom, 
and moored at each end by a stone. Pollocks, Cods, Congers, Rays, Bass, and many other kinds of 
fish, are caught in this way. 

It is difficult to institute a correct comparison between the success of the sean fishery and that of 
the drift fishery. In 1829 the latter, I believe, produced the largest quantity of Pilchards ; but as a 
general rule, the seans produce far more than the drift-nets — perhaps in the proportion of ten or twenty, 
or more, to one. 

I conceive that ordinarily success in one of these fisheries is accompanied by success in the other, 
and vice versa, according as the fish first visit our coast, or not. The state of the weather, however, 
is often a cause of success or disappointment 

A bill brought into Parliament by my lamented friend, Lord Vernon, in 1819, which passed through 
the House of Commons, and was read twice in the House of Lords, contained sundry provisions cal- 
culated to benefit the fisheries. 

If I can give any information that may interest the Commissioners, I scarcely need assure thee of 
the pleasure which it will give me to furnish it. If it be deemed expedient to order any nets as spe- 
cimens of those used in Cornwall, I shall gladly recommend to the Board parties competent to make 
them. 

Pray excuse the hasty manner in which I have prepared this imperfect reply to thy inquiries, and 
believe me to, remain, 

Thine very truly, 

ALFRED FOX. 
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breaking the head line. The. fishermen do not complain of other persons fishing, being well 
aware that no one can compete with them — (^Mr. Thomas S. Bolitho, PeTizance.)’^ 

By law the Pilchard drift fishery is limited to four and a-haif miles from the headlands, 
but the difficulty of its enforcement renders it nearly inoperative, and to its infringement it 
is generally attributed that shoals are broken, and hindered approaching the shore. The 
law for trawls and drag-nets is also very ineffective and Inoperative, and its infringement 
also the cause of great injury, by destruction of spawn and small fish. It would be very 
desirable that the whole of the fisheries were better defined and regulated, as to seasons, &c. 
except the hook and line fishery, which needs it not. — {James Gordon, Inspecting Com- 
mander, Howie, Cornwall.') 

The greatest change that has occurred is in the Hendng fishery. On the north coast fish- 
ery/ ten or fifteen years since,, large quantities of Herrings were taken at St. Ives, but little 
or no Pilchards were then taken there. Since that period, however, large quantities of Pil- 
chards have been taken annually, and but few Herrings. The seasons for both those fish 
are the same. — Andreiv Dryhurgli, Inspector of Fisheries, Penzancef\ 

* Copy of a Letter from the' Commissioners of the Irish Fishery Inquiry, to Thomas S. Bolitho, Esq. 

Penzance. 

, Office of Public 'Works, Dublin, 19tb January, 1836. 

Sill, — I am directed by the Commissioners of Fishery Inquiry to convey to you their thanks for 
the very full and useful replies you have given to their Queries. 

And with reference to those of the 4th and l6th Queries, I am to request you -will furnish them 
with a copy of the local regulations for preserving order in the Pilchard fishery, or a description of them, 
and specify the authorities from whom they have emanated, and by whom they are enforced. 

I am, &c. 

Answer from Mr. Bolitho, doted Penzance, 30th of January, 1836. 

Sir, In reply to your favor of the 19th instant, I beg to inform you (with reference to my reply 

to the 4th Query,) that there are no local regulations in the Pilchard sean fishery which could pos- 
sibly be applicable to any deep sea fishery. The regulations in the sean fishery are exclusively for the 
purpose of dividing the bays by imaginary lines into stations. 

With regard to the l6th Query, as soon as the report aliiided to in my reply is published, I will 
immediately send you a copy. 

It will afford me much pleasure to communicate to the Commissioners any further information that 

they may need, as far as it may be in my power so to do I am Sir, your very obedient servant, 

THOMAS S. BOLITHO. 

f Copies of Letters from Mr. Dryburgh, to the Commissioners of the Irish Fishery Inquiry. - 

Penzance, 20tbof February, 1836. 

Gektlemes, With reference to your Letter of the 13th instant, I beg leave to acquaint you, 

that it has never been the custom in this district to supply funds for the repair or outfit of fishing 
boats ; — the fishermen generally can get theirboats repaired on credit, the tradesmen risking the pay- 
ment till a successful fishing ensues. I beg to supply the particular dimensions of the lugger boats 
used in Cornwall. I have the honor to be Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

ANDREW DRYBURGH, Inspector of Fisheries. 

Dimensions of a 16 Ton Round Stern Carvel Built Boat: — Length aloft, 34 feet; breadth, (midships,) 
11 feet ; depth, 6 feet 5 inches. 

Dimensions of a 20 Ton Round Stern Carvel Built Boat: — Length aloft, 40 feet 5 inches ; breadth, 
(midships,) 11 feet 5 inches; depth, 7 feet 3 inches. 

Dimensions of a 15 Ton Round Stern Carvel Built Boat : — Length aloft, 34 feet 4 inches ; breadth 
(midships,) 10 feet 1 1 inches ; depth, 6 feet 6 inches. 

Oak plank, H to 1;^ inches ; floor timbers, 4 to 4^ inches ; top timbers 3J to 4 inches ; foremast, 
364 feet ; mizen do. 29 to 33 feet ; mainmast, (not always used,) 38 feet ; main topmast, 14 feet ; 

jib, 34 to 40 yards ; foresail, about 1 12 yards ; mainsail, 100 to 130 yards ; main topsail, 36 to 40 

yards ; mizen topsail, 15 yards ; mizen, (large,) 56 yards ; mizen, (small,) 36 yards. 

The above arc the dimensions of three large size boats ; many of them are smaller. 

Penzauco, l7tb March, 1836. 

• Gentlemen Inreplytoyouv letter of the 27th ult., I beg leave to acquaint you, that I have frequently 

measured the nets belonging to the fishermen in my district, who are in the habit of going to Ireland 
and the Isle of Man, on the tierring fishery, and have always found them of the legal mesh ; that is, 

at least one inch from knot to knot. Indeed the fishermen here all allege, that those who have the 

largest mesh-nets catch the most fish ; and this fact alone is a sufficient answer to the complaints of the 
Manx fishermen. Our fishermen further state that they never shoot their nets till after sunset: just 
when the Manxmen shoot theirs. To every fishermen it is well known, that it would be per- 
fectly useless to shoot by day light, as no fish would mesh before dark. This complaint, is therefore, 
frivolous; in short the Manxmen cannot expect to catch as much fish as the Cornishmeii, owing to 
their nets being tarred, whilst the Cornishmen’s are barked ; while they carry not more than a quar- 
ter part of the length of nets taken by the Cornish boats. 

The fishermen here sadly complain of the very serious injury inflicted on them by the Manxmen, 
by their cutting away their buoys, cork ropes, and head lines, and otherwise damaging their nets, and 
doing every other mischief. In consequence of this ill treatment they have been compelled to com- 
plain to the Fishery Board at Edinburgh, and to request annually the assistance of a cutter to protect 
them during the season. From my examination of the fishermen here, I am inclined to doubt .the 
allegations of the Manx fishermen, and have no doubt they have their origin in jealousy. They do not 
wish strangers to interfere with their fishery, and they are annoyed at the expertness of the Cornish- 
men, who catch much more fish than themselves. I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, your most 
obedient servant, ANDREW DRY'BURGH, Inspector of Fisheries. 



Regulations 



Seasons. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Effects of Trawl- 
ing and Ground 
Seans. 



Supply of Fish. 



Description of 
Vessel used. 



Mavlcets. 



Leith. 

Species of Fish 
taken. Seasons and 
Modes of Fishing. 



250 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

The fishei-men and proprietors of Pilchard seans, complain of the injury they have sus- 
tained from trawling, and small mesh ground seaus. Trawling has inflicted a vei^ 
serious injury, in conseqtience of the trawl constantly scouring over the ground, in 
the bays, and along the line of the coast— the food of the Pilchards being by these 
means destroyed. I have witnessed year after year immense quantities of Pilchards vi- 
siting our coast with every prospect of their nearing the shore ; but when they reached 
the line of the trawling ground, they made a str-nd, without ever visiting our bays — 
Up to this time, on those parts of the coasts of this county where trawls are numerous, the 
Pilchard sean fishery continues to fail, and may be almost said to be annihilated ; and those 
stations along the coast, that, have succeeded in taking Pilchards for several years past, have 
been, where owing to the roughness of the ground the trawls could not work with effect. 
The hook fishery has also sustained a great injury from the immense quantity of spawn and 
fi-y destroyed by the trawls. It was a common thing, about twenty years since, for a hooker • 
to take a station only one mile or two from the land, (o fish for Cod, Conger, Hake, Pol- 
lock, Ling, &c., but the fishers are now obliged to proceed from, eighteen to 25 miles 
from the shore, in order to ge la night’s w'ork. Indeed it is scarcely worth their while to 
attempt to fish for the above named fish at all, on the trawling ground. Seanshave also been 
very destructive to the hook fisheries, by means of the smallness of their mesh destroying 
vast quantities of the spawn and small fish. Nearly one half of the fishermen are trades- 
men and agricultural labourers, who return to their avocations, during the period not re- 
quired for the Pilchard fishery. This is by no means injurious to the fisheries ; and the 
men are benefitted by the pursuit. Where these men have experienced persons to guide 
tijem, they prove the best hands that can be employed — {Rohert Blake, St. Mav:cs.) 

Thirteen or fourteen years ago, Flerrings were caught in very large quantities, but have 
since very much decreased {tf. Lazeton, Insjjecting Commazidez- Coast Guard, Portsmouth.) 

At Staithes, lliinswick, and Kobin Hood’s Bay, Cod, Ling, Halibut, and Haddock aa-e 
caught the w'hole year round. Herrings from the latter part of July, to tlie latter part of 
September; and from that time, the luggers follow the fish up to Yarmouth, until the middle 
of November. No change whatever has occurred as to the time of Herrings, but they ap- 
proach the coast closer, in greater quantities, and they are larger than they usually were. 

Luggers, from 50 to 60 tons; cobbles, from to 5 tons. Nets are only used for 
catching Herrings. The lugger fishes in the summer with long lines, as well as the cobbles. 
In winter the cobbles only. 

There are joint stock companies for curing Herrings, but none for any other sort of fish. 
These are yet in their infancy. They have not been successful as regards the profits of the 
shareholders ; but they have been beneficial to the fisheries and the public. This part of the 
coast supplies York, Leeds, Manchester, Halifax, Nottingham, and sometimes Liverpool. 
The fish are curried away in carts and waggons by the merchants who purchase them onthe 
beach. The price offish sold on the beach, is from 5d. to 6d. per stone of fourteen lbs. 
There are neither legal or local regulations on this part of the coast respecting the fishe- 
ries, nor do I think they are at all called for {Jo/m Kaines, Inspecting Commander, 

Whithij.) 

The principal Herring fishery off’ the coast of Yarmouth and Suffolk, commences in Sep- 
tember and terminates the beginning of December. Mackerel fishery begins the 1st of 
May and ends the 1st July. No material changes have occurredin the seasons, but Her- 
rings are more numerous of late years on the . Yorkshire coast. For both fisheries decked 
vessels of ;-30 to 60 tons register are principally used. The coasts are frequented by nume- 
rous French and .Dutch vessels for the Herring fishery, of much larger burthen, of wliich 
many complaints are made. — {Anoztgmoiis.) 



COAST OF SCOTLAND. 

EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

Herrings, Cod, and Haddock, are here taken, but the first in the largest quantity. The Her- 
ring fishery commences off the north coast of Scotland about the middle of July, and ends in 
the 2nd or 3rd week of September. In the Firth of Forth, the fishing usually begins in De- 
cember and ends in March. The Cod and Haddock fishing continues throughout the j'^ear, al- 
though these fish are not always in prime condition. On the north coast, the Herring fish- 
ery is regular and steady, but in the Firth of Forth, the season is much later than in former 
years. Tlie seasons of fishing are neither fixed by law or local regulations ; nor is it desire- 
able they should be, inasmuch as the Herrings ai’e not regular in their approach to some 
parts of the coast. On the east coast, the Herring fishery is pi-osecuted in open boats with 
nets of from 22 to 50 yards each. The fishermen sometimes complain of the interruption 
of foreign vessels, which shoot their nets among the boats within the near limits of from one 
to three miles from the shore. — {James Colder, General Inspector on East and North-east 
Coast, Leith.) 

The Herring fishing in the Firth of Forth is from the 18th of July to the first of Septem- 
ber. Cod and Ling from the 1st of April to the end of June ; Haddock from the firstof 
October, to the end of March, The seasons are fixed by local regulations, but these are 
not at all necessary. The French and Dutch fishermen are very hurtful, when they come 
in contact with the small boats and tender gear, on the northern parts of the coast, 
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■where the fishermen of. the Firth of Forth go in the season — {James M^Calbm, Second 
Mate of H.M. ji.e.' Melville.)^ 

The Herring fisherj' alone is pursued at the Leith station, where the season commences in pjgi, 

December, and terminates in March. Fish taken in the two first months of that period, Seasons anti 

are always of good quality. They afterwards degenerate; but the take for three years has Modes of Fishing, 
been very small. Seasons are not fixed by law, but in the Herring fishery they should be ; 
because on the whole coast of Scotland, the Herrings taken in the months of hlarch, April, 

May, and beginning of June, are indifferent in quality, and therefore injurious to the cha- 
racter of the British fishery. — {Robert Banatync, Officer of the Fishery, Leith.) 

At Burnt Island it is considered necessary that the Herring fishery should terminate the Burnt Island, 
first week in March. When the Herrings fall into the Firth of Forth early in November, 
they are plump and in fine condition ; but fall off in the month of February. The local 
fishermen complain of trawl-nets being used in the taking of Flerrings ; more especially about 
the end of the season, when they come near shore to spawn — {John Johnston, Officer of the 
Fishery, Burnt Island.) 

At Stonehaven, Haddocks are taken all the year round. Halibut, Cod, Ling, and Stonehaven. 
Skate, from April till June, Mackerel from July to October — (Lieut. Hackney, R. N., 

C. G. O., Muehells, near Stonehaveni) 

At Stonehaven, the Herring fisher}' has fallen off these few seasons past. Ihey com- 
plain of the Dutch fishermen taking Cod and Ling. They fish a little further to the offing 
than the Scotch boats; keep the oiials of a few days’ fishing on their decks, and that they 
may not injure their fishing ground, they come in-shore and cast them overboa.rd upon the 
ground occupied by the native boats, and thus destroy it, for no live fish will visit the place 
till the offals are entirely consumed — {Andrew Sharj}, Officer of the Fishery, Montrose.) 

At Collieston in Aberdeenshire, there is in the winter season a fishery for Cod for the Collieston. 
Loudon market ; it commences in October, and ends in February. Haddocks are taken 
all the year, butprincipally in April and May. The Herring fishery commences in October 
and ends in February or March. Open boats alone are used here, the largest of which are 
from 20 to 27 tons, four hands being a crew; they go to Peterhead to fish. Small boats 
are from 4 to 7 tons ; also with four hands and 8 lines with 400 hooks on each line. Since 
the Dutch Doggers have left off visiting this coast, the fishermen have not had any com- 
plaints. The fisheries of Collieston are prosecuted under certain local regulations. — The 
fishermen are not allowed to bait their lines oftener than twice a day; this regulation is 
made by the occupier of the river Ythen, a Mr. Davidson of Aberdeen, to prevent not 
only a useless waste of bait, (Mussels) but also that there may be a sufficient quantity to 
serve the neighbouring fishing villages. The Mussels are sold at from six to ten-pence the 
peck; the variation in price is occasioned by there being at times severe rains, wlien so great 
an egress of fresh water takes place as to wash great quantities of Mussels to sea, where they 
are lost. , 

The boats are required to take their turn in shooting their lines each succeecimg day ; the 
first becoming last, and so working up progressively. Thefirst is called the captain of the day, 
who regulates all differences as to berths of boats for that day. This regulation is made by 
the landlord, (Colonel Gordon of Cluny Castle,) to prevent the young and robust from 
domineering over the old and infirm, and that all may have their turn of shooting their 
lines in the most propitious spot ; the banks on which the fish feed, are, from causes yet 
unknown, resorted to bv the fish for a considerable time together ; one cause however is to- 
lerably well ascertained', which is, that when a gale of wind arises with heavy ground swell 
from the sea, the fish go into deep water or to more sheltered spots, such as headlands. 

One share of whatever fish may be taken each day, must be put aside for the use of the 
boat solely ; the fish to be cleaned, salted, and sold by the women whose relatives are in the 
boat, by turns; the money to be put into the bank, and to be used only by common 
consent, for the contingencies of the boat solely. I am sorry to say this excellent , 

regulation has of late nearly fallen into disuse, as it often happened that at tlie_ end of a 
year, for which period the crews are invariably alleged to remain together, or to find a sub- 
stitute, a considerable sum was accumulated. 

No boat is allowed to go to sea until the owners have asked the captain of the day 
if he intends to go; if he should think there is too much sea, or froni any other cause re- 
fuse to <^ 0 , then any one is allowed to venture who likes ; the captain is not compelled to go, 
but the'^next in rotation may come forward if be likes ; in which case the foi'mer one whose 
right it was, forfeits his turn, and goes to the bottom of the list to work up again._ 

The flourishing state of the fishermen here, I attribute solely to the superior bait which 
is of Mussels of most excellent quality. This is owing to their feeding in a river (Ythen) • 
where the tide flows up a considerable way_, and to the mixture of salt and fresh water, 
which always generates fine fish. The baiting of the lines also is done with great dispatch, 
and in a peculiar manner, which alone is practised on this coast ; but in no place with either 
such neatness, or such happy results as here. I could refer you to two men Iroiu this quar-- 
ter, who are in the Coast Guard in Ireland, if required ; they are both intelligent and 
well behaved individuals. , c 

The reason that boats are so cheap, in comparison with those built in other parts ol Great 
Britain, is that they are all built of Scotch fir, or larch, with only oak timbers, instead oi being 
all built of oak, or elm; but they are nevertheless equally as durable, and from being con- 
siderably lighter, they are consequently better sea boats than most. Peterhead is m great 
repute as a building port. ' They are invariably wherry built, that is stem and stern alike, or 
nearly so; not square sterned, have a sharp entrance but full quarter, rather sharp floor, the 
fore mast stepped very far forward with great rake aft, and the mizen to sheet home 
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on board. The former is of use, I think, to allow the crew to pull and sail at the 
same time without unshipping the mast; it is scarcely or ever struck for months together. 
They are all clinker built, and pull and sail remarkably fast : few cutters will keep up with 
the large boats in a fresh breeze and smooth water. They are well adapted for fishing; 
some have a fore cuddy, and all a longitudinal bulk head, to keep the fish from shift- 
ing in a heavy sen, and endangering the boat. There is also a hole in the fore foot, into which 
as soon as the boat takes the beach, an iron hook is inserted, to which is attached a rope, by 
which means the boat is much easier drawn up on the shore. 

The large boats are used for Herring fishing ; the distance they have to go varies from 
three to twenty miles, according to the distance the shoals of fish may be from the land. 
The men go off’ about 3 p.m. and return about 10 .\.m. next day ; (he small boats go from 
one to ten miles distant from the land; they endeavour to shoot their lines at slack tide, 
and in general do not remain above four or five hours absent at a time. 

The inhabitants of Collieston are wholly and solely fishers, (except three families,) and 
have been so from time immemorial. 

The number of fishermen with their families amount to 350 ; the number of other inha- 
bitants at Collieston to 23, and of the whole parish to 1133, including the fishermen; this 
census was taken in 1831. 

There are six large, and eleven small boats, their dimensions are as follows : — large boats, 
37 feet, from stem to stern outside, keel 30 feet, beam 13 feet, depth 5 feet, timbers 5 in- 
ches by 3, all of oak ; small boats, 24 feet from stem to stern, keel 20 feet, depth 2 feet 8 
inches, beam 7 feet, timbei's 2 inches by 1|. — {J. W. Patterson, C. G.O. Station, Collieston^ 

At Peterhead, the Herring fishery is the most important; but Cod and Haddock are taken 
throughout the year {Lieut. Simms, R.N., C.(r.O., Petco-hcad.) 

The Dutch busses have sometimes fished in such numbers near the shore as to prevent the 
local boats getting their nets set clear of them. The French boats are also complained of 
for fishing on the coast, and curing the fish on the Sabbath. — {Alexander Mackey, 0£icer 
of the Fishery, Peterhead.) 

At Fraserburgh, complaints are made of the foreign vessels and gear being too weighty 
for open boats ; the latter sustaining injury from the unequal drift of the nets of the two 
parties. — {Ale.vandcr Sutherland, Officer of the Fishery, Fraserhuryh.) 

At Port-Gordon, they grudge that foreign vessels in the fishery annoy them,” some- 
times by coming among thejn at the Herring fishing, which they consider to be injurious to 
the trade; the fishermen and curei-s als> consider that the early Herring fishing which 
takes place in the North Highlands, is injurious to the fishery on this coast.. — ( Wm. Suther- 
land, Officer of the Fishery, Cullen.) 

In the district of Findhorn on the south side of the Mpray Firth, it has been remarked 
that the quality of Herrings has not materially varied for a long series of years. There is 
annually a periodical change in the quality. The shoals come up to the shallows in this 
Firth, a month before the spawning season ; the earliest fish having been always found the 
most savoury. The Cod caught between October and December is very meagre. In 
December, January, and February, the quality is better; after that it falls olF again. Had- 
dock are in a prime state for the whole of the winter months. Complaints have been made 
in this district of the irregular manner in which fishermen from distant parts were permitted 
to cast their nets on the several spawning banks, during the day, which, it is supposed, 
has of late years much injured the fishery. — {Thomas McDonald, Officer of the Fishery, 
Fordes.) 

At Cromarty, Lobsters were once common, but have almost wholly disappeared. For 
the last ten years, Herrings have not come up so high the Firth as in former years. — {John 
Ficholl, Officer of the Fishery, Cromarty .) 

At Lybster in Caithness, the Plerrings are, until about the 20th of August, generally full 
fine fish. In September they have almost all spawned, and are poor. Here comjilaints are 
made of the I'rench busses anchoring on the fishing ground. — (John McAllister, Officer oj 
the Fiihery, Jjyhster.) 

At Wick in Caitlinesshire, the Herring fishery is prosecuterl more successfully, and to a 
greater extent than at any other station in the kingdom. The Cod, Ling, and Hake fish- 
ery, are taken, with Salmon, tiaddock, and Flounders in their season. The Herring fishery 
begins about the middle of July, and terminates about the middle of September. The other 
fisheries, excepting Salmon for which there are legal regulations, are prosecuted throughout 
the whole year. The Herring fishery is prosecuted exclusively in open boats of the very 
best description, from 24 to 30 feet keel, by 12 feet beam; wortli on an average about 
£40, including mast, sails, and cans. They complain of French and Dutch vessels fishing 
amongst them {Alla.n McFarlane, Officer of the Fishery, Wick.) 

At Thurso in Caithness, the Herring fishery is exceedingly variable up to the middle of 
July from its commencement about the 1st of June. During that part of the season, it has 
been occasionally productive, though frequently almost an entire failure ; but from that time 
to September, it has generally been successful. — ( William Russell, Officer of the Fishery, 
Thurso.) 

At Thurso, they acknowledge the superiority of the south country fishermen in the Fler- 
ring fishery, as they are generally better equipped in fishing gear — {D. Robeson, Fish Curcr, 
Thurso.) 

At Tongue in Sutherland, the fishery begins the 1st of June, and terminates in January. 
Regulations are necessary to prevent fishing in the spawning season {James Duncan, Offi- 

cer of the Fishery, Tongue.) 

At Ullapool on Loch Broom, the Herring fishery generally commences about the begin- 
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ning of June, and terminates in January. For some year's back, the Herrings that frequent 
this coast are of a smaller size, than those got when they were more abundant on the coast. 
It is only of late years that Herrings were taken before the month of August ; and it is a 
prevailing idea amongst the fishermen that the Hening fisherj' has not proved so successful 
on this coast, since they commenced to fish in the months of June and July, or what is called 
the eai'ly fishing. There were, and still are, yairs on this coast for taking Herrings, which 
are constructed by driving stakes into the ground at the extreme low water mark during 
spring tides, which are interwoven with brushwood, as wicker work, and which occasionally 
enclose large quantities of Herrings. The fishermen complain much of this mode of fishing, 
as it destroys the fry or young Herrings, and enables the owners to monopolize the markets 
with an inferior quality of fish. — f Gen. M’-Pkail, Officer of the Fisheri/, Ullapool.) 

At Loch Carron, it would be very injurious to the trade, and ruinous to the fishermen, 
to fix any time for fishing of Herrings, Cod, Ling, or Hake. The local fishermen never 

complain of any injuries, but such as arise from strong gales {Angus McIntosh, Loch 

Carronl) 

At Inverary, a decrease for several years back, in Herrings, Cod, and Ling, has been 
observed. The local fishermen complain grievously of the mode of fishing pursued by 
.strangers on their part of the coast. The proprietor of Salmon fishings lets certain part of 
the coast for stake and still-net fishing; but strangers make use of the splash-net, and inter- 
cept the Salmon and sea Trout without coming on shore ; from this they cannot be pre- 
vented, as there is no Act of Parliament rendering them subject as trespassers, or liable to 
any penalty. — {E. Sutherland, Officer of the Fishery, Inverary.) 

At Greenock and Ayr-, there is no visible change except that every season is not alike 
productive. Herrings generally approach the coast and enier the lochs in June. In the 
five years ended the 5th of April last, vessels from 8 to 125 tons burthen, averaging about 
3400 tons annually prosecuted the Herring, Cod, and Ling fisheries. For the Herring 
fishery, nets are used ; for the Cod and Ling fishery, long lines and hand lines ; for the 
white fishery, small lines, and for the flat fish, small nets. The adventurers from this dis- 
trict who purchase and cure at the Orkney and Shetland fishery, complain that the Dutch 
vessels set and haul their nets direct from, and into their vessels; these, being large, drift 
quicker with the wind and tide than the trains attaclied to our fishing boats, and thereby 
injure our coast fishery. — {John Miller, Officer of the Fishery, Greenock.) 

At Rothsay in Bute, the Herring fishery begins about the first of August, and terminates 
about the middle of January. In some seasons, the Herrings taken are of a larger size, better 
quality and more abundant. The small Herrings in general approach the coast first. There 
is no complaint made of any mode of fishing. — {Ninian Banatyne, Officer of Fisheries, 
Rothsay 1) 

At Cainpbelton, many complaints are made every year that boats of 15 to 20 tons fre- 
quent this coast from Ireland, dredging for flatfish. Turbots, Soles, and Flounders. Such 
a mode of fishing destroys the spawn, by removing it from its bet!, and so making it liable 
to be devoured by fish of all descriptions. This is supposed to account for the Herring fish- 
ery of the west coast falling off .so mucli {David Mouat, Inspecting Cfftcer of the Fishery, 

Campbclton.) 

In the North Isles of Orkney, the Herring fishery commences about the 25th of July, 
and ends the lOlh of September. Cod- fishery begins in May and closes in Arigust. 
Twenty years ago, there were few or no Hen-ings caught in Orkney. People supposed that 
rapid tides hurried them past their shores. Since then, the fish have been found regularly 
on the coast, at the usual time : but the fisliing is prosecuted a month later than formerly. — 
{David Elder, Officer of the Fishery, Rendall, Kirlacall.) 

In the South Isles of Orkney, the Herring fishery commences about the 1st of July; but 
for the last three seasons. Herrings have been taken about the 1st of June. — {James John- 
sto7i. Officer of the Fishery, St. Margaret's Hope.) 

About twenty-five years ago, the month of August was coiisidered the best fishing month, 
and it was confined entirely to the South Island and Pentland Firth; but as the fishermen 
became expert, they extended their ground, and found fish to the N.E. and N.W. of the 
islands much earlier ; and now a fishery is established at Stromness, which commences in 
the beginning of June, and continues until the fish arrive in large shoals at the N.E. station. 
On the eastern fishei’v, complaints are made of tlie Dutch fishermen breaking the shoals, 
before they reach the Orkney fishing stations. — Jpbson, R. N., C.G.O., Stromness, 
Orkney.) 

In the Shetland Islands, the Cod and Ling fishery is prosecuted from the beginning of 
March to the 1st of August ; when the Herring fishery commences, and is prosecuted to 
the latter end of September. In the Cod and Ling coast fishery, decked vessels of from 
twenty to thirty-six tons per register are engaged, manned with from eight to twelve men 
using hand lines from eighty to ninety fathoms. The Cod and Ling shore curing fishery, 
IS prosecuted by open boats of nineteen feet keel, manned with six men using long lines of 
from 2400 to 3000 fathoms, with from 600 to 800 hooks. The Herring fishery which may 
be considered only in its infancy in the Shetland Isles, is prosecuted by open boats of vari- 
ous descriptions, from nineteen to thirty feet keel, manned with from four to six men, hav- 
ing from eight to twenty-six nets, forty yards long, and from 240 to 300 meshes in depth. 
Frequent complaints are made by the fishermen of the Dutch busses (which appear on this 
coast on the 24th June, and continue usually till the end of July,) pursuing the deep sea 
Herring fishery, and frequently approaching so near as to intermingle with our boats, iind 
by drifting much faster under their nets than we do, keeping the fishermen inconstant appre- 
hension for the safety of the boats and nets : and many times they are obliged to haul their nets 
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in order to avoid sustaining injury by getting entangled with the nets of the busses.^ ( JVm. 

Jamieson, Officer of the Fishery, Lerwick.) 

At Stornoway in Lewis, the Herring fishery begins about the middle of June, and termi- 
nates in the month of January. Cod and Ling could be had during the whole season. — 
(James McAllister, Officer of the Fishery, Stornoway.) 

In the North of Scotland, a large proportion of the Heii’ing fishermen are farmer's and 
tradesmen, and as they have only small farms, and the fishing is usually concluded before 
the principal season of harvest commences, it is not considered that the occupations are 
incompatible ; but on the contrary, very advantageous to the people. In the south, the fish- 
ermen follow no other profession. The fisherman in a successful fishing season is fully as 
comfortable, and perhaps more so, than an artizan or an agricultural labourer ; but his means 
of subsistence are more precarious. Old and disabled fishermen depend principally on local 
charity. The widows and families usually support themselves by cadgering and selling fish. 
There are no local funds for the encouragement of the fishery on the east coast, nor do the 
local banks lend money to fishermen ; but the fish ciirers make them advances of cash, until 
paid by Herrings. The f?shing boats are the property of the fishermen only. There are 
usually four or five owners to each. There is no joint stock company for either taking or 
curing, nor is it believed that such companies would succeed (James Calder, General In- 

spector of Fisheries on the E. and N. Coast.) 

At Leith, the average cash product of Herrings taken by each fishing boat this season, 
(1836) has been about £9.0. There are general benefit societies among the fishermen at 
this station. — (Robert Banatyne, Officer of the Fishery at Leith.) 

At Burnt Island, the few fishermen they may have occasion to hire going to the Caith- 
ness fishing, are remunerated by the product of the fish ; and the average weekly earnings of 
each during the fishery may be about 15s. There are at this station sixty-nine large fishing 
boats, manned with 345 men, proceed annually to the N.E. coast there in the month of 
July. — (JohnJohiston, Officer of the Fishery, Burnt Island.) 

At Stonehaven, the fishermen generally hold two acres of land, and pay a pi'oportion of 
rent according to the terms which the farmers pays. — (Lieut. Hackney, 21. N., C. G. Station, 
Stonehaven.) 

At Stonehaven, the fishermen are exclusively engaged in that capacity ; their habitations 
are generally small, of one floor, covered with slates or tiles, and a few of them hold a tri- 
fling piece front the heritors, for which they pay a yearly feu rent. Their condition is in 
many instances superior to working tradesmen or manufacturers, or to agricultural labourers. 
If careful, they may all acquire a little property in seven or ten years — (Andreio Shaipe, 
Officer of Fisheries, Mojitrose.) 

At Collieston in Aberdeenshire, the fishermen are a separate race from the other inhabi- 
tants, are extremely clannish, but much attached to each other : are of good circumstances, 
but in general ill educated, going to sea so early in life. They are superior alone in pro- 
perty to working tradesmen, manufacturers, and agricultural labours ; also, in not interfere- 
ing in politics, and in being peaceable and sober. They are extremely frugal in their ha- 
bits, and assist each other if necessary, being all related. There is a company established 
for curing Cod ; the members appear to be in very comfortable circumstances (Mr. Patter- 

son, C.G. Station, Collieston.) 

At Peterhead, the fishermen are exclusively so employed. They are very social among 
themselves but are not provident of their earnings, when compared with other classes of 
working people — (Alexander M^Kay, Officer of the Fishery, Peterhead.) 

Their condition would be much better, if they were not in general so much addicted to 
drinking — (Lieut. Simms, C. G. O. Peterhead.) 

At Port Gordon, they are wholly employed in fishing, and have nothing else to depend on, 
many of them very poor, owing to their numerous families, and want of economy in their 
expenditure. There are a number of curers throughout this district, who purchase from the 
fishermen, and cure the fish on shore ; but the trade has not been profitable to the adven- 
turers, for some time past, though it has been of much benefit to the fishermen, and to the 
public. — (William Sutherland, Fishery Officer, Port Gordon.) 

At Findhorn, few of the fishermen hold any land, but almost every man hires from a 
neighbouring farmer, a small piece of ground sufficient to cultivate potatoes for his family, 
for this he pays a small annual rent besides affording the manure. They are often in 
extreme want, because very improvident. During the Herring fishing, the crew of each 
boat separately enters into a contract with the masters or fish-curers for a stipulated price 
per cran of forty-five gallons, for all the Herrings delivered at the master’s station during the 
season, over and above which, he gives them an advance of £10 or £15 each crow, or a 
bonus of from £3 to £6, and frequently lodgings, an anchor of whiskey, and sevei'al other 
small perquisites. The earnings vary very much ; the delivery during a season fluctuating 
from 50 to 300 crans, and therefore the earnings are from £20 to £150. The Haddock 
fishery is equally precarious, a boat’s crew will bring home 1 20 dozen of Haddock, thrice a 
week, while the weather is temperate; each dozen -worth from 1^. to U. Zd. cured. 
For the next two months, the same boat may not have ten score of fish at a time. For Cod 
they get from 2d. to 3-^-d according to size. The property of the boats is generally divi- 
ded into equal shares among the respective crews, of nine men each. The only condition of 
partnership is, that each pei-son takes his proportion of the labour, and alternately with the 
others, acts as skipper of tlie boat, keeping the “ box” of the crew for the current year. In 
this, a proportion of earnings (equivalent to a man’s share on the division of the fish as 
landed from the boats,) is deposited. Out of this box or fund, the casual expenses 
tiponthe boat are disbursed; and an annual count and reckoning is made between the skip- 



Prlnted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COAST OF SCOTLAND. 255 

per and the crew on the day the skipper for the ensuing season is appointed. The indi- 
vidual’s shares of the boats descend, on tl'e death of a fisherman, as a kind of heritage, to 
the eldest son ; who, if he is too young for bal'd work, is allowed another youth to assist him, 
and sometimes a hired man is permitted to work in the boat till the minor is able to do so 
himself. It is to be remarked that the crews of fishermen possess generally three boats; 
the nine men being divided into three parts, each having a separate boat in which there is 

a hired assistant, when they prosecute the Herring fishery {Thomas McDonald, Fishery 

Inspector, Forres.') 

At Lybster in Caithness, the local fishermen are all employed in other avocations when the 
fishing season is over; some as tradesmen, and many in agriculture; none of which pursuits 
ai-e injurious to the fisheries. They occupy small thatched roof cottages, to which are at- 
tached small patches of land, varying in size from one to four acres, which they hold only for 
one year, paying a rent of from £2 to £2 lOs. per acre, which is considerably higher than 
what the neighbouring farmers pay — {John McAllister, Fishery Officer, Lybster, Caithness.) 

At Wick, some few ai-e w’holly fishermen, some are tradesmen, and some farmers, and 
farm servants. Tlie last are not generally so skilful as the others ; but it is certainly bene- 
ficial to themselves, that they should be otherwise employed, during the ten months in which 
there is no Herring Fishery. Their habitations consist of a room or perhaps two in town 
in large slated houses ; in thatched, or sometimes slated cottages, in the country, generally 
two or three rooms aud very comfortable, hlany hold land along shore : some one acre, on 
leases of ninety-nine years, who build their own houses ; some are tenants at will, at an average 
rent £3. Otliers have farms in the interior, at an average rent for arable land per acre, of 
£l ; which last, is about the rent paid by other farmers. They realize more money than 
any other description of labourers; but they are seldom richer, being often indolent, and 
improvident. They are as well informed, and as well educated, as their neighbours. 
Hired fishermen are engaged by the owner or skipper of boats, for the season, at a weekly 
average of 10.9. or 12s., with board and lodging. On an average of the last seven years, 
the Herring fishing boats received each about £70 for the labour of six or eight weeks ; 
the product of Cod fish uncertain. In common witli others, they obtain loans from banks 
on good security. — {Allan McFarland, Officer of the Fisheries, Wick.') 

At Thurso the fishermen, with scarcely any exception, are exclusively engaged in the 
fishery at the Herring season ; and some of them follow the Cod and Ling fishery during 
the rest of the year, without any other employment. Others from September till June 
follow other engagements ; the principal part of whom ai-e occupied during that period, partly 
in pursuing the fishery, and partly its cultivating small plots of ground, which in requiring 
their labour for sowing and reaping previous to and after the season for fishing for Herrings 
cannot be injurious to that fishery {William Russell, Fishery Officer, Thurso.) 

What is called the west country fishing of Caithness, extends as far west as Cape WVath. 
There are fully twelve stations in that district, but none of the fishennen depend entirely 
on thefi.shing; as they generally occupy small farms besides. — (Z). Robeson, fish curer, 
Thurso.) 

At Tongue, in Sutherland, the fishermen are principally engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits, which is certainly injurious to the fisheries, and of no benefit to the fishermen. They 
occupy temporary huts, with from one to three acres of land attached to each, at a rent of 
about £1. an acre. The principal part of the country is rented by sheep farmers.— 
Duncan, Fisheiy Officer, Tongue, in Sutherla^idshire.) 

At Ullapool, on Loch Broom, the bulk of the fishermen are occasionally employed as 
agricultural labourers ; otherwise they could not support themselves, owing to the unsuccess- 
ful state of the fisheries for some years past. Their avocations ai-e not in the least iniurious 
to the fisheries, though of great service to themselves. The fishermen here in general oc- 
cupy turf huts, but such of them as reside in the more respectable villages have comforta- 
ble dwellings of their own. The body of the fishermen hold lands from two to six acres of 
arable ground, with the pi'ivilege of the hill or common attached to their respective vil- 
lages. This they hold only from year to year; and owing to such villages being contiguous 
to the sea, and most sheltered harbours, they pay at least in proportion one-fourth more 
rent, than the more extensive farmers in the interior. — {George McPhale, Fishery Officer, 
Ullapool.) 

At Locii Siiildag, the fishermen are occasionally employed in labouring small lots of 
ground, which is beneficial, and in no way injurious to their other pursuits. Their habita- 
tions are mean, and they generally hold from one to three acres of land under a tack of 
seven years, the rent higher and the period shorter than that of large farmers. Hired fish- 
ermen are paid by the month with victuals, at the rate of from 25i. to £2. and upwards, 
according to their skill and ability {James McPhie, Officer of the Fisheries, Shildag.) 

At Loch Carron, the same division of occupation exists; as the Herring fishery only oc- 
cupies a small portion of the year. — {A7igus McIntosh, Officer of the Fishery, Kyleahen.) 

At Inverary, each person generally has a cottage, with two cows’ grass, and a croft, of 
which the average rent is about £7. The curers assist the fishermen in fitting out their 
boats with materials, and take fish in return — {A. Sutherland, Officer of the Fishery, 
Inveraryl) 

The same circumstances prevails throughout all the stations on the western coast ; except the 
fishermen resident in towns, those with families have generally a lot of groundeach, for keeping 
a cow and raising potatoes. Many hold feus of ground in perpetuity from 20 to 80 falls, 
■with neat cottages erected by themselves. The ground flat is occupied by the familv, the 
upper is used for storing and repairing their nets and lines. When they have a lot in addition 
to the feu, the rent is fixed according to the locality ; and is considerably higher than a farmer 
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could afford to pay. Others have houses with small patches of ground, he’d from year to 
year. Many of the latter are in very poor circumstances. Viewing them as a body, they 
are more comfortable than tradesmen or agricultural labourers. In sickness they occasion- 
ally receive trifling assistance from friendly societies, of w’hich they are members. Very 
few of themselves, their wives, or families, draw any support from the public provision for 
the poor; this being considered degrading. About nine-tenths of the vessels engaged in 
the fisheries are the property of persons who do not go out as fishermen. There are no 
joint stock companies, exclusive of fishermen’s partnerships. Repeated trials have been 
made of joint stock companies, which always sunk the capita! subscribed, and never paid 
any profits. — {John Miller ^ principal Officer of the Fisheries, Greenock.') 

At Campbe'ton, the combination of agricultural with fishery pursuits is injurious to the 
fishermen and fisheries ; but from their state of poverty it is rendered necessary. Then- 
condition is generally very poor. — {David Mount, Officer ofihe Fishery, Camphelton.) 

At Kirkwall, in Orkney, the fishermen generally hold a small portion of land ; that 
owing to the situations of these islands this combination is rather beneficial than other- 
wise. The prosecution of the Herring fishery does not interfere with agricultural purauits, 
and the men look to it for payment of their rents : if they are behind in this, it is common 
for the landlords to say, have you no share in a Herring boat. Their houses are in general 
poor, neither ceiled nor plastered; they have (he fire in the middle of the floor, and an open- 
ing over it for a chimney. These houses they build themselves, the proprietors only in some 
instances giving wood for the roof- Where the fishery has done best, the houses are 
improving, several of them having now a chamber, with a window in the wall of four panes, 
and a chimney. The fishermen’s rents vary from £2, to £i0., some as high as £15. a year, 
and they ai-e nearly all tenants at will. This they always assign as a reason for carelessness 
as to accommodation. Large farms are let for twelve or niuete'en years; but the occu- 
piers are all falling behind, many of them bankrupt. Fishermen, who are also cottiers or 
small farmers, although in general not so well lodged, are. as well clothed and fed as trades- 
men. They raise sufficient here and oats for the consumption of their house, kill a pig or 
two, a few geese which they salt, and some of them divide a small cow for their whiter pro- 
visions. The greater part of them have rather a better suit for the sabbath. Hired fisher- 
men get 9s. a week, or every ninth cran taken. The average earnings of the Herring boats 
may be about £35 for the season. The Cod vessels will not this year average £25, though 
they have sometimes produced £200. In sickness, the men depend chief]}’ on their own re- 
sources, and the kindness of neighbours. Bleal and Potatoes are frankly given in charily : 
no person receives above 6s. a year from the parish funds, that is, from the collections 
made at the cluirch doors. In case of accidents at sea, subscriptions are sometimes made for 
widows. There are no benefit societies ; but many have little suras lodged in private banks. 
This is pretty common ; some to the amount of hundreds. There are no Joint Stock Com- 
panies liere. I never knew companies of this sort succeed. — (David Elder, Fishery Offiker, 
liendall, Kirlaoall.) 

At St. Margaret’s Hope in South Orkney, the product of the Cod fishing vessels of last 
year, was about £480, or £40 to each vessel. That of Herring boats about £12,125, or 
£25 each. In the Cod vessels, the number of hands varies from four to eight, and in the 
Herring boats, from two to four ; and each receives a share of the profits, according to the 
amouiitof his property — {James Johnson, Fishery Officer, South Orkney.) 

In 1833, the Orkney Lobster Fishery produced £2000 ; for the last season it was not so 
good, owing to the state of the weather {Lieut. Jobson, li.N., Coast Guard.) 

At Lerwiclc in Shetland, the combination of agricultural and fishery labour prevails, 
and is considered not beneficial to either. The people occupy small cottages, in general o. 
mean structure, some very comfortable ; and upon the whole, such as the fishermen them- 
selves appear satisfied with. All of them have a few acres of land ; for which they pay a 
moderate rent; and what greatly enhances their value, is, that the pasture grounds of these 
islands are free to all. Of the fishermen employed, there are three distinctions ; some hired 
for the wliole period of the fishing, others receiving half the produce, and a third'by day pay. 
The whole may be averaged at Is. 6d. per day on the Herring fishery. Green Ininds on the 
Cod and Ling fishery, are paid as day labourers, from 10<f. to Is. per day, finding tiiem- 
selves, with tlie exception of fisli, which is common to the whole crew. In the Shetland Isles, 
there is a fund for the relief of sick and indigent fishermen, providing also for the widows 
and families of those who perish in the prosecution of their calling. Many of the more in- 
dustrious and economical have small sums vested in the local banks ; but there are no loan 
funds, nor any loans made by the banks to fishermen, no Joint Stock Companies, nor have 
I ever known them to succeed in the fisheries, but they have been frequently ruinous for 
the last sixty years.. — {William Jamieson, Fishery Officer, Lerwick.) 

At Stornoway, in Lewis, the mixture of agricultural pursuits is of course injurious to the 
taking of fish, but beneficial to the fishermen. — {James McAllister, Fishery Officer, Stor- 
noway) 

At Barra, and Uist, and in Islay, the same mixture of occupations prevails. And al- 
though beneficial to the parties, must diminish the supply of fish. — {John Fiiilayson, South 
Uist, and James hhinn, Islay.) 

Along the whole of the north and west coast of Scotland, the combination of agricultural 
pursuits with the Herring fishery, is general, and is not deemed injurious to the fisheries, while 
it helps to better the condition in life of the people. Their habitations are in many cases, 
poor enough, but generally more comfortable than the cabins of some of the Irish peasan- 
try, or labourers ; others pretty tolerable, with a little patch of garden ground, and a few 
acres of land for potatoes and corn, and the grazing of a cow or two, rented moderately 
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from the proprietors or neighbouring farmers. Another class, chiefly from the County of Condition of the 
ArgyJe, are pretty substantial farmers themselves, and only follow the fishing at such times Fishermen 
as tlieir agricultural or grazing pursuits will admit of their absence from their faraas. The 
first or poorer class, are chiefly inhabitants of the counties of Inveraess, Ross, and Suther- 
land. I consider them less comfortable in their social condition than workino- tradesmen 
manufacturers, or agricultural labourers. The second class are at least equally'comfortable 
With either ot those classes; and the third, or farming class of fisliermen are generally very 
comfortable, contented and happy, especially in successful fishing seasons, when the pro- 
duce ot their fishing labours pays their farm rents, or neai-ly so, which has often been the 
case. — {Robert Muir, General Inspector of Fisheries, West Coast.) 

On the east coast, many of the harbours are protected by piers, but a large proportion East Coast, 
are still exposed to the sea. In general, they are private property, and maintained by local FishervPiers 
rates. A few have been erected under the siipeviutendence of the Commissioners of the “ 

Herring bishcry, by Government aid, which are well adapted for extending the fisheries 
as no local rates or harbour dues are exacted— (/cmes Calder, Inspector General East 
Coast, Leith.) 

M'^here harbours have been made secure and easy of access, the fishermen have come 

from other parts of the coast on that account {Lieut. Simms, C-G. O., Peterhead.) 

At Fraserburgh, the fisheries and general trade have increased very considerably since Frasorburcrh 
the improvement of the harbour — ( Thomas Blake, Inspecting Commander Coast Guard ° 

Fraserburgh.) ’ 

Previous to the improving of Fraserburgh harbour, (say about 27 years ago,) the annual 
rates produced only about £80 ; but for neai'ly these twenty years past, they liave brought 
from £900 to £l 200 annually. This increase is chiefly to be attributed to the extension 
of the Herring fisliery. — {Alexander Sutherland, Fishery Officer, Fraserburgh^ 

At Port-Gordon fishery station, the officer states that where the harbours are protected Port-Gordon 
with good piers, the general trade has succeeded much better than where none are erected. 

~^{Wm. Sutherton, Fishery Officer, Cullen!) 

In the Findhora district, the want of efficient harbours compels a considerable number Findhoni. 

of fisliermen and curers in this district, during the Herring fishing season, to leave their 
homes, and emigrate to distant stations.—( T/iomas McDonald, Fishery Officer, Findhorn 
Station.) 

At Lybstm% it is stated that nothing tends to the extension of the fishery more than good Lvbster 
harbours. _ 1 hey not only enable the fishermen to keep larger boats, but also encourao-e ^ 
curers having vessels out on the fishery to come and buy fresh fish, which they w'ouJd n'ot 
do if there was no safety — {John McAllister, Fishery 6fficer, Lybster.) 

At Wick, an increase of trade in general, and much safety to life and property, have been w i 
the consequence of the improvements in the harbour.— McFarland, Fisherv Officer 
Wick.) *' ’ 

At Sandside, near Thurso, and at several other places on the coast, piers have been erect Th 

maintained solely by the proprietors._( Russell, Fishery Officer, ' 

Great good has arisen from the erection of piers on a coast much exposed ; for without 
them fishermen \vould not be safe, let the encouragement be ever so great. Piers bring 
ti-ade and population to their neighbourhood — {Angus McIntosh, Fishery Officer, Kyleahen.) 

At Rothsay, in Bute, all the piers were erected or maintained either by local rates or 

proprietors of the soil. They have materially improved the fisheries and general industrv 
— (xV. Banatyne, Fishery Officer, Rothsay.) ^ ’ 

At CanipbeJton station, three or four have been wholly erected, and are maintained hy r i i. 
the fishermen themselves, with some allowance made by the proprietors. Their effect has 
been of the greatest consequence. Wherever harbours are protected by well-built piers 
hslung vessels generally resort — {David Mouat, Fishery Officer, Campbelton.) ’ 

On the west coast, those piers that have been erected, have certainly afforded both shel- West Coast 
ter and safety to the fishermen, when judiciously situated in the vicinity of fishing grounds. 

Without piers, they are often obliged to put to sea in stormy weather in quest of safe har- 
bours at a distrace, at the risk of both life and property, and with the intermission of theii- 
faboure at the fishing: with a safe harbour and pier at hand, they can continue the fish- 
ing with comparative safety and confidence, even in very bad weather (Robert Muir Ge- 
neral Inspector, West Coast.) ’ 

on this coast for the London mai-ket, generally belong to Har- Curing and BraiuU 
wich and Gravesend. Herrings are usually sold by the fishermen, at 9s. to Us. per cran of ing. 
forty-two gallons English wine measure, (not imperial), and Cod fish at 4d. to 8d. eaeli No 
fish are cured at sea on tins coast. Herrings are principally gutted with a knife and cured in 
pickle, in barrels, and fully one-fifth of the Herrings caught in the East Coast of Scotland East Coast 
thisseason, say about 76,000 barrels, are smoked and cured red; very few are bulked or 
cured in vats. JJ he average price maybe stated at about 18s. to 19s. for Herrings in barrel 
and about £17 per ton tor dried Cod. Gutted Herrings, officially branded, sell at 2s. to 3s’ 
per barrel more than ungutted. Herrings, with few exceptions, are branded as durinv 
e period of the bounties. Theofficial brand is still considered of importance on the Eas^ 

Coast, and m particular for the foreign and West India markets : in some instances, white 
nei rings are almost unsaleable, except at a very reduced price, without such brand. The 
h?K ^ Q i?- bavrel IS about 3s. 6d. ; the use of fir in Its construction is still nro- 

nibited. bait is generally imported from Liverpool. Before the conclusion of a ' ' 

Its price often runs up to 50s. or 6 " "" ' ' 



a fishery, 

tTio‘ p --------- -r-'''!' vus. per ton. '1 he armed vessels appointed to superintend 

uie L,oast and Loch fishery have been of much advantage in suppressing and preventing 
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disorder and dilapidations ; and the extension of the jurisdiction of the Sheriffs to the dis- 
tance of ten miles at sea, has been also found useful in maintaining order among the fisher- 
men. Local tolls are exacted on fishing vessels in all the harbours on the East Coast, ex- 
cepting those lately built by Parliamentary aid, under the superintendence of the Commis- 
sioners. Tithes on fish are also exacted at Leith, and much complained of, and custom is 
exacted at all the cities and towns of Scotland, on every kind of fish— (James Colder, Gen- 
eral Inspector, East Coast.) 

Branding is considered of the greatest importance in maintaining the chai'acter of the 
British Fisheries. Ail Herrings are gutted except those intended to be manufactured red, 
which are cured ungutted. — {Robert Banatyne, Fishery Officer, Leith.) 

Some curers do not consider branding necessary, and others do. It is considered of very 
little importance ; it enhances the price very little, if any thing. I cannot learn that the 
officers of armed vessels were ever required to preserve order among the fishermen on this 
coast, who are generally a peaceable set of men. — ( Thomas Blake, Inspecting Commander 
Coast Guard, Ban^.) 

Branding is considered of gi'eat importance, and much enhances the price in the British 
and foreign markets. — (Lieut. Coleman, C. G. 0., Cromarty.) 

Herrings cured after the Dutch mode obtain U.per barrel more than those for Ireland; 
Herrings re-packed for the West Indies, 2s. per barrel. Branding generally enhances from 
Is. to Is. 6d. per barrel both at home and in other markets — {John McAllister, Fishery 
Officer, Caithness.) 

Branded Herrings invariably command a preference.* Many merchants purciiase none 
other, and imbranded re-packed Herrings can seldom be sold — {Allan McFarland, Fishery 
Officer, Wick.) 

The annual grants for repairs which the Commissioners of the British Fisheries are em- 
powered to make to poor fishermen, are given in money, for the repair of fishing boats, 
when the applicant’s petition is approved of, and the officer of the district looks over the 
repair to see that there is no undue advantage taken. These donations have a beneficial- 
effect, as many a poor family would be a burthen upon the public without them. — {Angus 
McIntosh, Fishery Officer, Loch Carrm.) 

A piece, or barrel of herring-nets containing about 1 200 .square yards costs from £5 to £5 
lOs. Apiece of long lines forthe Cod and Ling fishery, with 600 hooks, costs from 405. to 
45s. Small lines for the White Fishery, are sold at from 15s. to 25s. ; and trawl-nets for flat 
fish, at from £5 to £5 5s. each. Vessels have generally a spare stock of nets and lines 
equal to one-fourth of those in use. A vessel with two boats and sixteen pieces, or barrels 
of nets, would require two new pieces or barrels of nets for each boat yearly, to keep the 
train efi'ective. Meshes of herring-nets fixed by the 12tli Section of the Act of 48th Geo. 
III. Cap. 110, are measured horizontally. Nets are always constructed agreeable to law; 
and the restriction is considered necessary — {John Miller, Fishery Officer, Greenock.) 

When I came first here, so late as in 1828, there were only forty boats belonging to the 
district. Now there are 211, almost all the property of the fishermen. In this trade some 
will be almost always less successful than others; but speaking generally, it has added mucb 
to the comfort and independence of the people. In this district, the Herrings ai-e prepai-ed 
I'or the Irish market, and retailed, barrel by barrel, in Ireland. In these circumstances, 
the brand is not demanded ; besides the regulations as to being new, the Herrings being 
covered from rain or sun during cure, the original pickle not being suffered to escape from 
the barrel, &c., are not always attended to; and the brund could not always be obtained. — 
{David Elder, Fishery Officer, Rendall, near KirlmalV) 

Tiie regulations as to meshes are generally strictly observed to the letter ; and it is con- 
sidered it would be injurious to the fisheries, to permit the use of smaller meshes. — {Robeil 
Muir, General Inspector, West Coast, Scotland.) 



Killybegs, February 11, 1836. 

Examining Commissioner : — John Jagoe, Esq. 

Evidence of Mr. Robert Baxter. 

Mr. Baxter has fished on the Scottish highland coasts, and at the Orkney Islands. 

The Orkney Herring fishery is caiTiedou in as wild a sea, as that near Killybegs; but in 
the Orkneys, boats of ten tons.are used, which are able to stand the sea, while at Killybegs 
the boats are only of three tons burthen. 

The Orkney boats carry two lug sails, and have a round stern with great beam ; they 
would answer better than any other Scottish boats for Donegal Bay. 

In the Scotch boats, the fish ai-e kept from the bilge-water by ceiling-boards; the 
Ki^begs boats have not ceilings, and the Flerrings are very much inj ured. 

Tne Orkney boats have but four men; at Killybegs, in much smaller boats, there are 
seven men. The earnings of the latter must, therefore, be considerably less than those of the 
Orkney men, who have also a larger quantity of fish to divide. 

* All the Fishery Officers agree in saying that the official brand is still considered of great im- 
portance; that it enhances the price of Herrings, from Is. to Is. 6d per bamsl, and that re-packed Her- 
rings can rarely be sold without it. 
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The Orkney men often go twenty miles to sea, to fish for Herrings. The fishermen, there, Orkney Fisher- 
never wait to hear that Herrings are on the coast, but go to meet them when the season ai-- men. 
rives ; and during the season, whether they get fish or not, they go out every night, 
when the weather is favourable for fishing. Since Mr. Baxter’s ai-rival at Killybegs, the 
boats have been in harbour on many nights, upon which the Orkney fishennen would have 
been at the fishing ground. 

Tlie Scotch fishermen never leave their nets, on the approach of rough weather; they 
haul them; but at Killybegs the fishermen leave their nets, and return to the shore. This 
practice is not only injurious to the fishermen, who thus frequently loose theirnets;but when 
nets are lost, the quantity of dead fish left on the fishing ground must have the effect of 
frightening away the shoals. Where the nets were lately lost, there has not been any fish- 
ing since ; the fish have moved more to sea. 

Shooting nets by day, and leaving them shot, is very injurious to the fishery. 

The Killybegs Herrings are not so good as the Loch Fyne fish, but ai-e better than those 
of the Orkneys, or of Caithness. Their goodness consists in the fineness of the flavour. 

In Glasgow, the Killybegs Herrings would only sell for exportation, if the market was sup- 
plied with Highland or Loch Fyne Herrings. 

In 1814, tliere were not any fishing boats belonging to the Orkneys. A Mi'. Drevar Establishment of 
first brought four boats and some men from the coast of Caithness, making the outfit at his the Orkney fishing 
own expense ; from this beginning, the fishing increased, and advances of money by the trade since 1814. 
fish curers enabled the Orkney men to build proper boats, by which the trade has been 



much extended. 

The fishermen in Scotland invariably repay the advances of money made by the curers. Loans made by 
unless the season is very bad. The sum lent to each boat vai'ies from £10 to £20 ; and Fish Curers. 
this system of lending has enabled many fishermen to make outfits, who could not otherwise 
have obtained employment by fishing. 

Unless something is done to improve the means of fishing in Ireland, there never will be Means of Fishing 
a good fishery. What can be a stronger instance of the insufficiency of the boats possessed 1^ Ireland iusuffi- 
by the local fishermen, than that of the Skerries (Co. Dublin) boats having been fish- cicnt. 
ing last night and the night before, when not one boat belonging to this part of the coast 
was out. 
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No. I. 

HISTORICAL SKETCH of the BRITISH and IRISH FISHERIES. 

Compiled by Sir T. Chaeles Morgan, M.D. 

Fish being an article of produce that pays no rent, a free gift of nature to the captor, the employment Prel;mi^l.^ry Remarks, 
of the fisherman might be thought fully equal to take care of itself, and to require no encouragement, 
to call it into activity. It is therefore not without surprise that the inquirer learns the vast efforts 
made by powerful nations to create a Fishery, and so often made in vain. 

The solution of this seeming paradox lies in the perishable nature of the commodity, and the 
consequent disproportion between the cost of taking, and that of preserving and conveying it to the 
distant market. To transport fish in a fresh condition, so rapidly enhances its price, that, at a small 
distance from the sea, it becomes an article of luxury; and its market is restricted accordingly. The 
inferior kinds only can be generally offered for sale at prices which permit their being used extensively as 
articles of ordinary diet ; and these are so inferior in nutritious qualities, and so much less exciting to the 
palate than animal food, that the people who can afford to purchase meat, will not largely consume 
them. Except during the gluts of Mackerel and Herrings, the artizans of London very rarely pur- 
chase fresh fish; and the cured fish they decline altogether, or nearly so.* 

To obtain an extensive sale for this article, it is for the most part necessary that it should be sub- 
jected to the processes of curing, and rendered capable of conve 5 'anee to far distant markets. But 
the curing of fish, while it implies a considerable degree of art and some outlay of capital, so far de- 
creases the estimation of the commodity in consumption, that salt fish usually finds a still less ready 
market than fresh; and in thriving communities, it is consumed only by the poorest population, and at 
limes when better articles of diet are scarce and inaccessible. The general use of even the best kinds is 
verv much confined to Catholic countries; and depends rather on a dogma of religion, than on a principle 
of political economy. 

Fish, therefore, must be an object of commerce very readily liable to over-production ; and sudden 
fluctuations in the quantity taken, greatly increase the difficulty of maintaining a proper ratio between 
demand and supply. The fish market is constantly varying between the extreme points of glut and 
scarcity; and the necessary consequence must be a low average profit to those engaged in its capture. 

The Fisheries, as an object of national importance, depend altogether on a demand for the salted 
article, and that too in some more extensive market than the immediate neighbourhood of the fisheries 
ordinarily affords. Before such a market is found, and rendered accessible, it is to no purpose that 
fish abound. They exist in the sea, as good land lies in the back settlements of America. Both are 
susceptible of supplying the wants of man ; but both are useless, through their distance from a centre 
of distribution. 

Again, the most productive fishing grounds of the British Islands happen to lie principally off remote 
and ill inliabited coasts ; and before they can become extensively available to the native population, 
capital and industry must seek them out, and bring to the spot all the materials for curing and for 
fishing on a large scale. But in a climate tolerably genial, such a mode of investing capital would 
hardly be adopted, until the demands of agriculture and manufacture were tolerably satisfied. 

Accordingly, it was the Dutch, who, having little land to cultivate, and being dependent almost exclu- 
sively on commerce for subsistence, wore the first to render the Fisheries a staple of national indus- 
try; and they are still the only nation who have very largely depended on that species of wealth for 
the source of their prosperity. 

In England, from its earliest commercial existence, capital has found ample sources of investment, 
without embarking lai'gely in the Fisheries. Although its waters abound in fish, the trade for ages was 
very nearly confined to the supply of the local markets: and it was not until the time of the Stuarts that 
the Fisheries excited public attention; when, owing to the political jealousies then commencing between 
England and Holland, tlie desire was formed of depriving the Dutch of their Herring Trade, and of 
thus crippling herwarlike resources. 

In this anxiety to injure an enemy, the nation did not advert to the different situations of the two 
countries ; but rushing at once into a cumbrous and expensive scheme for becoming impromptu fishermen, 
they entered blindfold upon a series of experiments, from which even now, they are not totally disengaged. 

The eagerness of the nation to jump to the desired conclusion, would not brook the naturally slow 
development of the trade ; but strove by monopolies and privileges, by bounties, &c., to force it into 
a precocious maturity. The result was, (as might have been foreseen,) reiterated failure; and it was 
not till the war of the French Revolution had utterly annihilated the Dutch commerce, that a real 
opening was made for the profitable investment of British capital in this branch of industry.! 

To these causes of failure, which circumscribed the growth of the British Fisheries, others peculiar 
to Ireland may be added. Besides the necessity imposed on the latter country, of following in the 
career of the former, two circumstances may have been active in drawing the attention of Ireland to the 
resources of itswaters — 1st, the neglected state of the manufactures, and consequent want of employment ; 
and2dly,theperiodicalrecurrenceof localfaraines. The latter, more especially, could not fail to excite the 
attention of the public, by the dreary contrast it presented between starvation on shore, and an abun- 
dant supply of food existing in the neighbouring sea ; a supply which wanted only to be taken, to be- 
come available to the wretched peasantry. Accordingly, the money raised by charitable subscriptions 

* British Channel Fishery Report. 

t Tliis eagerness to share ia the spoils of the sea has not been confined to England. The idea of forcing a national 
Fishery has prevailed among most of the European communities ; and the means adopted by some of the Governments 
of.other nations, are set forth in the Appendix. Documents are wanting to furnish a just comparison between the 
cost of these efforts, and the returns ; but the fact tliat such aid is still thought necessary to the existence of the re- 
spective Fisheries, bears strongly against the soundness of the policy which continues it. 
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has more than once been spent in equipping the coast population to become fishers; and legislative 
efforts have been made to attain the same end, in a more permanent way. 

But, to look more minutely into facts, the people of northern Europe, during the middle ages, were 
reduced to live, during their long winter, very principally upon salted provisions ; and the resources 
of the sea fisherj- could not have been neglected in those places, where fresh food of so relatively agree- 
able a kind could be obtained, to vary the limited and unwholesome diet. From the process of taking 
fish, to that of curing it, the step is short and consequential. 

As early as the ninth century, the taking of Herrings was extensively pursued in Scotland, and con- 
tinued until the bungling interference of the authorities brought it to an abrupt close. The Conventioj» 
of Royal Burghs hit upon the notable expedient of prohibiting the exportation of fish, until the towns- 
men were first supplied, at a stipulated price; and the fishermen abandoned the trade in consequence. 
A number of these men, thus driven from home, settled in Holland, continuing, however, to fish off 
their native coast ; and thus their example attracted the attention of the Dutch to the value of the 
Scotch Fisheries, and to the commercial advantages of that branch of industry.* 

Several attempts to recover the Fishery were made by legal enactments under James III., IV., 
and V. of Scotland; and James VI., before his accession to the English throne, appointed three towns 
1o be built in different parts of the Highlands, for the purpose of civilizing the people, and promot- 
ing the Fisheries. The attempt was, however, resisted by the wild natives ; and, through their vio- 
lence, ultimately failed of success. 

Charles I., in 1633, ordained “ an association of the three kingdoms for a general fishing within 
the hail seas and coasts of his Majesty’s said kingdoms ;” for its government, he nominated a stand- 
ing committee, and many persons of consideration embarked in the enterprise. For the further en- 
couragement of this adventure, the King ordered that Lent should be strictly observed; that the im- 
portation of foreign fish should be prohibited; and that his own naval stores should be purchased of 
the company; but the breaking out of the civil wars defeated the scheme.f 

In 1654, Sir Phineas Andrews proceeded “to the Fisheries,” under the protection of the Govern- 
ment. In his behalf, the salt duties were remitted, collections were made for building wharfs, docks, 
and store-houses, and to rent ground for making, tanning, drying, and mending nets, and an exemp- 
tion was granted to him from customs and excise on all naval necessaries. 

In 1660, Simon Smith undertook the Fisheries; and besides the above cited benefits, obtained 
license for the free importation of all commodities returned in payment for exported fish. 

Charles II., on the Restoration, once more took up the Fisheries with increased zeal. To this 
end, the Duke of York, the Earl of Clarendon, and “ otherpersons of honour and wisdom” were ap- 
pointed a Council of Royal Fishery, with power to make laws for the management of the trade, and to 
|)unish, by fines and imprisonment, ofi'enders against them. The fishermen, also were exempted from 
ail pleas in Courts of Justice, as to any thing concerning the Fisheries. For the same service, a lot- 
tery was granted for three years ; a collection was made in churches ; and an exemption granted for 
seven years from customs, both inwards and outwards, on the sale of fish, exported to the Baltic, Den- 
mark, Norway, France, &c. &c.; and as if all this were not sufficient, victuallers and coffee-house 
keepers were compelled to take one, two, three, four, or more barrels of Herrings yearly, at 30s. per 
barrel, till a foreign market should be established, to the satisfaction of the Council. 

To these encouragements were added a duty of 2s. Qd. per barrel on imported Herrings, convoy in 
time of war, and a promise of all such other advantages as experience should discover to be necessary. 

All these things notwithstanding, no progress was made in the Fishery for sixteen years ; when a char- 
ter was granted to a new Company, and £11,580 was raised by subscriptions for carrying on its affairs. 

This enterprize, also, like the preceding, failed, as it was alleged, from insufficiency of means; and in 
1 690, the same Company was again renewed, with an elaborate constitution, franied with an eye to 
former miscarriages, and in the hope of avoiding jobs, mismanagement, and inefficiency, the usual 
attendants upon corporate trading. The scheme probably did not answer its purposes; for the Com- 
pany w'as soon afterwards dissolved by an Act of William III. 

Up to this period, the successive failures may perhaps in part be attributed to accidental causes, the 
turbulence of the times under the Scottish James’s, the two Revolutions under Charles I. and James 
II.; &c. Subsequent experience, however, warrants the conclusion, that there was something more 
than accident in the matter, and that errors both of principle and of practice were committed in the 
attempts to raise a Fishery, which will best explain the unsatisfactory results. 

In 1720, and in 1750,$ new eff'orts were made to revive the Fisheries; but they also terminated 
without profit to the undertakers, or benefit to the public. 

The causes of these miscarriages, says Dr. Worsley,§ were making the Thames (the dearest British 
port) the head quarters of the Fishery, — the superiority of the Dutch,— and the business being a prin- 
cipal concern with them. Andrew Yarington, in the Second Part of “ England’s Improvement by Sea 
a.nd Land,” sums up the whole in one fact — “ we fish,” he says, “ intolerably dear, and the Dutch ex- 
ceedingly cheap.” 

In 1749, the House of Commons appointed a Committee of Inquiry into the Herring and White 
Fisheries; and a corporation was subsequently formed, with a capital of £500,000, by the name of 
the “ Society of the Free British Fishery.” All ranks were elevated with the idea of the boundless 
riches which would flow into the kingdom from this source ; and every encouragement was offered 
by the Government, both to the Company and to individuals who might embark in this national con- 
cern. A Bounty of 36s. per ton was granted for fourteen years, on all decked vessels employed in fish- 
ing, of from twenty to eighty tons. This was increased to 56s. in 1757 ;H but notwithstanding, the 
capital thus employed was gradually sunk, without procuring any adequate return to the adventurers. 

In 1759, by tho 3.3rd Geo. II., a Tonnage Bounty of 80s. was granted, f with 2s. 8if. per barrel on 
exported fish ; and three per cent, interest was secured to the subscribers to the Fishing Company, 
payable half-yearly out of the Customs. 

The scheme of this corporation was opposed in the Upper House by the Lords Winchelsea and 
Sandys, on the gi-ound of the wastefulness of corporate expenditure, and of still making London the 



* Anderson's History of Commerce. 

f Jteriew of l.he Domestic Fisheries of Great Britain and Ireland, by Robert Fraaer, a work which has been 
frequently consiiUed in drawing up this paper. 

J In this year, a Work appeared, colled “England’s Path to Wealth and Honour,” which proposed a general 
corporation of tiie English I’isheries, and wa.s probably connected with the new undertaking, either as cause or effect. 
9 Secretary of the Board of Plantations and Trade to Charles II. 

II Encyclopedia Britannica. 

IT This Bounty, it is said, abruptly ruined the Scotch open boat fishery, which bad previously been considerable. 
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centre of operations. The event justified their reasonings : the whole number of vessels entered for 
the Fisheries on the Custom House books having been onlj' eight. 

These repeated failures were rendered more conspicuous by the success of the Yarmouth merchants Success of Varmontli 
fishing on their own account. By proceeding more to the north than the Dutch fishing grounds, they Mercliimu. 
discovered better fish at an earlier season; and they succeeded in supplying the Hamburgh market, be- 
fore their rivals could appear to compete with them. 

It is to this year, 1759, that Adam Smith alludes in recording, that the whole Buss Fishery of Scot- Results of Bounties, 
land brought in only four barrels of ‘“sea-stocks, ’ each of which, in bounties alone, cost the Govern- 
ment £113 15s., and each barrel of merchantable Herrings, cost £159 7s. 6d.”* 

The explanation of this strange fact was, that the Bounty being given to the vessels, and not to 
the fish, “ ships were equipped to catch the Bounty and not the Herrings.” f 

In 1785-6, (25 Geo. III.) the Tonnage Bounties were therefore reduced to 20s., and a Bounty of Aetofa.'iih Ceo. III., 
4s. per barrel was granted on the fish ; with this proviso, that no ship should draw more than 30s. per Regulating Boun- 
ton, from both Bounties, except where the take exceeded three barrels per ton. In that case. Is. per 
barrel was allowed on the excess. On an average of ten years, 54,394 barrels were taken, at a cost to 
the Government of £20,922, being about 7s. 6rf. per barrel, t 

In 1786, the British Fishery Society, for extending the Fisheries and improving the sea coasts of British Fishery So- 
these kingdoms, “ was incorporated, and a joint stock was subscribed for purchasing land, and build- 
ing thereon free towns, villages, and fishing stations in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.” The 
operatipns of this Company form a marked feature in the history of the British Fisheries, and are 
referred to in the body of the Report. 

in 1800, the 41st Geo. III. cap. 199, granted further Bounties to persons taking and bringing fish Furthcr.\lterationsin 
to theLondon market. _ Bounties. 

In 1801, a committee of the House of Commons recommended a repeal of the salt duties, as Salt Duties, 
being a grievous obstacle to the success of the Fisheries. The proposition, however, was successfully 
resisted by the then Minister ; and by way of compensation, the existing Act for the encouragement ol 
the Fisheries, was extended till January 1813, and the end of the next session of Parliament. 

In 1 808, the Bounty was again raised to 60a. per ton on British decked vessels, of not less than sixty- 
tons burden ;§ with an accelerating bounty of 20a. additional per ton for the first thirty vessels for one 

^ It was by this Act that the regulations for inspecting and Branding Herrings, and for prescribing Branding and Inspec- 
the modes of Fishing and Curing were established. Three thousand pounds were also granted for ^ ‘ 

premiums on boats of not less than fifteen tons. 

But the greatest novelty of this Act was the election of a Board of seven Commissioners of the Board of Conunir- 
Herring Fisheries, which was engrafted on the Old Scotch Board of Trustees for Linen and Hempen toners- 
Manufeturers. || The complete ruin of the Dutch Fisheries, which occurred about that time, was the 
immediate cause of this new establishment for the promotion of the British Fisheries. 

The Act, which was passed as an experiment, was made perpetual in 1815, by the 55th Geo. III., cap. 

‘14. By the same Act also, an attempt was made to obviate frauds, by some changes in the regulations 
of the trade; and the 2s. 8d. Bounty, per barrel, on exported Herrings, granted in 1803, was repeded. 

In 1811, (51 Geo. III. cap. 101,) tlie Tonnage Bounty was extended to vessels not less than forty-five 

So ineffectual were these efforts in raising the Fisheries, that a committee of the House of Com- I'arKamentaryRqiort 
mons reported, in 1816, that five vessels only had been fitted out during the year 1814 from Yar- 
mouth, and none for the deep sea fishery, from any.other part of England and Scotland. 

For the Inspection and Branding of Herrings the whole coast of Great Britain was divided into dis- Regulations for Cnr- 
tricts. lu each of these, officers were appointed to oversee the operations of the fishermen, and to Herrings, 
ascertain that the law was scrupulously fulfilled, with respect to all the Herrings which were cured for 
Bounty. The principal points directed to be observed were, that the fish should be gutted with knives, 
and that they should be packed in barrels, within twenty -four hours after they were taken. 

These regulations were borrowed from the Dutch, and were adopted for the purpose of bringing the 
article to the same degree of excellence which it had attmned in that country. 

In 1817, the use of salt was granted to the Fisheries duty free ; but many vexatious restrictions were .^Pree'° 
of necessity imposed, for the prevention of frauds. These, with the fines and penalties which sane- “ 5' fee- 
tioned them, occasioned great losses and heart-burnings, and materially diminished the value of the 
boon.f The repeal of the salt tax eventually was carried. 

Concurrently with these legislative efforts in favour of the Herring Fishery ; various Bounties were Bnunties on Cod, 
from time to time granted on the cure of Cod, Hake, and Ling ; but this branch of the home fisheries *c. 

has hitherto, it should seem, been considered as of a somewhat inferior importance ; at least it has not 
received a proportionate parliamentary attention. A small annual grant, also, is still applied in Scotland 
to repairing the boats of poor fishermen, under the direction of the Commissioners. 

In 1821, the first step was made to retrace the steps of the legislature in the system of Bounties, Change of System, 
which had then considerably given way in public opinion. By the Island 2d Geo. II., cap. 79, the 
Tonnage Bounty of 60i. was repealed, and in 1 830 that measure was foUowed by the total withdrawal of 
all such encour^ement. The Scotch Commission for Inspection was, however, continued, and is in 
force at the present hour. Such is a very abridged history of the British Fishery laws ; it remains 
now to take up that of the Fisheries of Ireland. _ • c - v i 

The resources of the Irish waters seem early to have attracted public notice. Sir W. Temple, in a Fisheries. Barly 
letter to Lord Essex, 1673, says, “ the fishing of Ireland might prove a mine underwater, as rich 
as any under ground and so strongly was he impressed with this idea, that he proposed that no 
individual should be admissible into the House of Commons, nor entitled to a commission of the peace, 
unless he had taken a practical part in the encouragement of that branch of industry.** 



• Wealth of Nations. 

t In 1809, only three vessels were fitted out (from Scotland) ; in 1810, 1811, seven vessels; m 1812, ten, which 
caughtintliese several years, 709f, 978|,1580, and 2839i barrels of Herrings. The Bounties paid amounted to£o8G6, 
for tonnage, which is 19s. id. per barrel . — General Report of Scotland., v. 3, p. 330. 

I Frazer. 

i This large scale of vessel was chosen in imitation of the Dutch, and without consideriug that the Dutch fished in 
distant sea, while the Scotch fisheries were close to the shore. 

II Established in 1 727, by the 1st Geo. I. cap. 26 and 30. 

if Sir Thomas Bernard on the Employmeiit and Subsistence of the Labouring Classes. 

** Finlay’s Miscellardes. 
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So far back as the 5th Elizabeth, an Irish statute prohibited foreign vessels from fishing in the 
Irish seas without a license. This license was taxed at 13s. Ad. annually, for twelve ton vessels. Philip II. 
of Spain paid into the Irish treasury £1000, for liberty to fish the Irish coast ; and in the reign of Charles 
I., the Dutchwere allowed a similar license, on the payment of £30,000. In 1650, Sweden was per- 
mitted, as a favour, to employ 100 vessels in the Irish Fishery; so little was the idea then enter- 
tained that the resources of Ireland could, or should, be made available to the Irish subject. 

In the 7th Geo. II., an Act was passed for the encouragement of theXoast Fisheries. Two 
years afterwards, Mr. Doyle announced his discovery of a most prolific fishing ground, the Nymph 
Bank, off Waterford ; and he published a proposal for supplying London, Liverpool, and Bristoi with 
fresh fish from the south coast of Ireland, by means of well-boats. The scheme, however, came to 
nothing, and it was not till 1786 that it was resumed. 

T. he system of bounties having taken rootin England, was naturally adopted by the Irish Parliament. 
By the 3d and 4th of Geo. III., 20s. per ton was granted on all deep sea fish ; which was subsequently 
(25th Geo. III.) limited to fish for curing. “The consequence of this change was great distress among 
llie fishermen ; and on the 19th of March 1789, a petition was received from the Skerries fishermen 
(the principal bod)-) complaining of having been ruined by fishing for the bounty on the north west 
coast, under the new law; and praying for aid to pay their debts, and carry on the white fishing for 
Dublin market.” * 

By the 41st Geo. III., agrantby the British Parliament of £30,000 was dedicated to Bounties for the 
supplying fresh fish to London, Westminster, or other town or city of Great Britain ; and Mr. Frazer, f at 
this period, repeatingDoyle’s experiments, ascertained the abundantresources ofthe Nymph Bank; and the 

Marine Society of London accordingly, having built fishing vessels, for the supply of the London mar- 
ket, offered to let them on hire, to ply on this bank. The then Chief Secretary of Ireland approved 
of this plan, and recommended that two of these vessels should be engaged. 

In pursuance of the project, £6,000 was assigned out of the Parliamentary grant for the furtherance 
of the Irish Fisheries ; hut the recommendation was not followed to execution. In 1802, another 
effort was made by the Government in behalf of the Irish Fisheries ; and Mr. Frazer was sent to 
Dublin with orders to hire vessels for experiment, and with permission to apply for revenue cruizers 
to assist in the furtherance of his object. 

At this time, says Frazer, well-boats were unknown in Dublin but eighty-seven wherries, from 
twenty to fifty tons, and about eighteen yawls, supplied the city with all the fish it required. In this sum- 
mer, Frazer proceeded with two hired wherries to the Nymph Bank, where he found abundance of white 
fish, and still greater quantities further to the westward. The presumed verification of the resources of 
the bankinduced Mr. Secretary Wickham to recommend the formation of a Company at Waterford, for 
fishing it with well-boats ; 128 shares, of £50 each, were subscribed, the government adding ten per 
cent, to the subscription, and engaging to pay a bounty of 30i. per ton to the vessels so employed. 
Tlie Government performed its part ; but the spirit of party, says Frazer, got possession of the Com- 
pav.y, and its affairs were so mismanaged, as to ittspire the notion that the object was to ensure a fai- 
lure. Frazer, however, succeeded in cai-rying a cargo of Cod to London, which he sold to advan- 
tage. According to his authority, capital might have been successfully employed in the Irish Cod 
fishery, between October and April, the boats being afterwards sent to the north seas, off the Ferroe 
Islands. Well-boats might also have plied successfully all the year round in the Turbot fishery. 

In 1803, the Marine Society resolved that the Irish Fishery should be further pursued, and offered 
to subscribe to the Waterford Company. The Company, however, refused the offer, and the Society 
subscribed £20,000, to fish independently, and on its own account. But eventually their bill of incor- 
poration was thrown out, and nothing further was attempted. Frazer, meantime, made three voyages 
1 o Bristol, and sold his fish at good prices, the city paying a bounty of 2s. 6d. per cwt. on the cargoes. 
I:i 1 804, the Waterford Company dissolved. 

Another effort had been previously made by the Government in behalf of the Fisheries, under the 
management of the Dublin Society. Forthis purpose, Is. per barrel duty was laid on imported Her- 
rings, to be expended in the encouragement of the N. W. Fishery. This duty, by the 23rd and 24tli 
Geo. III., cap. 1, was raised to 3s., and by an Act of the following year, to 1 Os., (subsequently reduced 
to 9s.) 

^ In 1776-7, (17th & 18th Geo. III., cap. 18,) Bounties were granted on ships prosecuting the White 
Fishery, south of latitude 44”. 

In 1801-2,. (21st &22nd Geo. III., cap. 15) three Inspectors of Fisheries were appointed, and 6£ per 
pound sterling, ordered to be deducted from the Bounties for their payment. 

In 1785, £20,000 was granted to trustees, on the petition of William Conyngham, Esq., for the encou- 
ragement ofthe Fisheries; 30s. per ton Bounty was also granted to the owners of British or Irish Fishery- 
vessels, up to the concurrence of eighty Ions. Another Bounty of60s. was given for building vessels for 
the deep water fishery, on the north-west coast, to be launched before December 1st, 1788 ; and lastly. 
Bounties were granted on tlie export of fish, fish oil, and whalebone, not being for Great Britain or the 
Isle of Man. The Inspectors, too, were at this time increased to five, and Is. in the pound sterling 
stojiped for their salaries. 



Regulation.*. 
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By the same Act, fishing vessels were required to bear distinguishing marks, the size of the meshes 
of fishing nets was regulated, and the season for taking Oysters was subjected to rule. 

^ By the 25tli Geo. III., cap. 65, it was enacted, that £20,000 might be raised on the estate of W. 
Conyngham, Esq. for the same purposes as the preceding grant to that gentleman.^ 

On the following year. Bounties were extended to vessels not under twenty tons, and an Export Bounty 
of 2.?. 2d. per barrel on Flerrings was granted. At the same time, £10,000 were voted to certain indivi- 
duals, for building accommodations to fishennori, and improving the navigation of Lough Swilly, the 
[larties advancing an equal sum. 

in 1786, barrel bounty was raised to 4s., and premiums offered of eighty, sixty, forty-, and twenty- 
guineas respectively, on the four greatest quantities of Herrings taken between January 1st and De- 
cember 31st, of that year ; 3s. 3d. per cwt. also was given on the export of white fish, in lieu of the 
bounties granted on that article by the 25th Geo. III., which were repealed. 



" Comraentai'ius on Irelanrl. 2nd. F.d. 

t The aufhiir ofthe above-quoted Review ofthe Domestic Fisheries. 

I -And are so still. 

§ See Minutes of Evidence taken at Burton Port and Rutland Bland— pugo 56. 
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In the year 1791, (32ncl Geo. III., cap. 23,) the Bounties of 25th Geo.III. were continued till the 25th Formation of the Late 
March, 1795, and from this period, by a succession of prolongations, (and with some insignificant changes Insli Kshery Hoard, 
of detail,) this statute continued to be the great regulator of the Irish Fisheries, until the year 1819, 
when the Irish Fishery Board was instituted. Of the proceedings of this body and their results, par- 
ticulars will be found in the succeeding pages. It continued ihacthity during ten years, w'hich may be 
considered as the period of greatest activity in the Irish Fisheries; and with its existence closed the long Abolition of Bounties, 
succession of efforts to establish the Fisheries by pecuniary encouragement. The abolition of Bounties 
(and consequently of the Irish Fishery Board) was the work of public opinion, which, as usual, fol- 
lowed lagging in the rear of the march of events. From the yearl830 to the present time, an interval 
has elapsed, marked by a re-action, consequent on the previous stimulation, and by a langour in the 
so favoured branch of industry, which has called forth the present Commission. 

In retracing the facts spread through a period of more than two centuries ; the reader cannot 
but be struck mth the repeated failures of successive efforts to create a domestic Fishery both in Great 
Britain and in Ireland. By some, these are attributed to errors of management, and to a premature 
abandonment of the measures of encouragement ; and the averment perhaps may be partly true; but 
it is impossible to overlook the fiict, that amidst all the efforts of Government, and the popular enthusiasm 
in favour of Fisheries, they have not been a favourite speculation with capitalists, so that mercantile 
enterprise has been far fi’om going hand in hand with administrative liberality. To this statement the 
Scotch Fishery alone affords an exception ; — what inference should be draw'n either from the rule or 
from its exception, the reader will determine for himself ; but it does not seem too much to affirm on 
experience of the past, that whatever ^’alue to individuals may be set on any assistance which Govern- 
ment may hereafter think right to afford the fishermen, through any better directed system of en- 
couragement, the trade must still eventually stand or fall by the spontaneous efforts of the parties 
interested, and the stimulus of remunerating markets. 



Appendix No. II. 



REPORTS OF THE LATE COMMISSIONERS OF THE IRISH FISHERIES, 
PRESENTED TO PAREI.\MENT FROM- 1819 TO 1830. 

The Commissioners appointed under the warrant of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, for carry- 
ing into execution an Act passed the 59th year of his late Majesty, cap. 109, intituled, “ An Act for 
the further Encouragement of the Irish Fisheries having met at Dublin, upon the 19th October, 
1819, and taken an(^ subscribed the oath required by the Act, proceeded to discharge the duty com- 
mitted to them ; and the 46th section of the said Act requiring a report of their proceedings to be 
delivered to the Lord Lieutenant, on or before the 1st day of June in each year, and a copy thereof 
to be laid before both tiouses of Parliament, within fourteen daj-s after the commencement of every 
session next ensuing each first day of June ; — 

The Commissioners now pray leave, in obedience thereto, to present the First Report of their pro- 
ceedings. 

The first step taken by them was, to appoint a Secretary (who had been previously approved of by 
the Lord Lieutenant) with a salary of £300 per annum. They afterwards appointed a Clerk, and a 
Messenger, the fii-st, at a salary of £80, the latter, at £40 per year. 

They appointed places of rendezvous, and framed an abstract of the Act of Parliament, which was 
distributed to the Maritime Counties ; and also advertised the Bounties payable under the Act, in the 
different Provincial Newspapers. 

They likewise recommended fo his Excellency, that four Inspectors Genera! should be appointed, 
to superintend the Fisheiy ; one upon the North Coast, another upon the East Coast, a third upon 
the South Coast, and a fourth upon the West Coast, with a salary of £200 a year each, and £50 j>er 
annum travelling charges. 

They recommended that Local Inspectors, or Officers of the Fishery, should be appointed to the 
following places, with a salary to each of £100 per annum : — Dublin, Carlingford, Ardglass, Belfast, 
Rathmulleii, Killybegs, Dungarvan, Westport, Galway, Kilrush, Bantry, Baltimore, Kinsale, Wexford. 
And his Excellency was pleased to appoint these Officers accordingly. 

The Commissioners then proceeded to frame instructions for their officers, in perfecting which 
they derived much useful information by a correspondence with the Commissioners for the Herring 
F'ishery, Scotland. 

A set of rei'ulations for the instruction and government of the Fishermen, was also formed, and 
circulated among them. _ _ 

A memorial having been received from persons concerned in the Fishery on the coast of Galway, 
stating, that considerable depredations and irregularities had been committed by the fishermen on that 
coast, the Commissioners applied to the Lords of the Admiralty, to request, that they wouk( order an 
armed v essel to protect the Fisheries, pursuant to tho Act of Parliament, 54th section ; and 
they recommended a commissioned Officer of the Navy to their Lordships, as Superintendent, for that 
purpose. 

It is necessary to mention, that the Herring Fishery having commenced before the Act could be 
put into operation, the Commissioners have been obliged to take their account of vessels clearing out 
on bounty, from the Officers of Customs ; but, from the late reports of their own Officers at the dif- 
ferent stations, they believe the Act is now in full operation, and have every reoaon to think it will be 
attended with the most beneficial results to the country in general. 

The quantity of Herrings, Pilchards, and Mackerel, caught in the Irish Fisheries, and exported for 
the last season is not known; but this account will hereafter be obtained, as our Officers who are now 
at the different stations, are, by the 2Cth section of the Act, required to inspect such fish, pre\Ious to 
exportation. 

(Siemed) w. LE POER TRENCH. A. H. HUTCHINSON. 

“ M. FITZGERALD. THOS. M'DONNELL. 

JOHN THERRY. GEO. HAMILTON. 

Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 31st May, 1820. 
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The Commissioners of Irish Fisheries, in pursuance of the directions contained in the 46t!i section 
of the Act of the 59th Geo. 3, cap. 109, present to the Honourable the Commons of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled, the following Report of their proceed- 
ings for the year ending 5th April 1821, being the Fishery of 1820. 

In consequence of the number of adventurers who had embarked in the Fisheries for the season of 
1820, the Commissioners, as well for the convenience and advantage of the trade, as the advancement 
of an object of such national importance, deemed it necessary to form three additional stations, namely, 
Balbriggan, formerly included under Dublin ; Valentia, formerly included under Baltimore ; and 
Cove, formerly included under Kinsale. And having applied to the Lord Lieutenant to appoint 
officers for the same, his Excellency was pleased to accede to their request, and officers were appointed 
accordingly. 

In order, however, to make the appointments of local inspectors as beneficial to the publicas possible, 
the Commissioners have determined that those officers shall not consider their personal attendance as 
confined to one particular part of their station or district, but must be ready to proceed to any place in 
such district, where fish are cured for bounty, on receiving the fish-curePs notice to that effect. 

fhe Commissioners have also directed that a sum not exceeding ten guineas annually, shall be paid 
to each inspector, as an allowance for keeping a public and regular office in such town of their respec- 
tive districts, as has been pointed out for their general residence: that such an arrangement will afford 
considerable facilities to fish-curers, masters of vessels, proprietors of small boats, and other persons in 
connexion with the officers of the establishment. 

Ill order to acquire correct information of every local circumstance connected with the minor dis- 
tricts, into which the coasts of this country have been divided ; the Commissioners have directed their 
Inspectors General to make an annual inspection of the provincial districts allotted to superintendence 
' of each. The first tour of inspection has been already made, the purport of which was to report to the 
Board, “ The number of bays, harbours, and creeks, in each of the minor districts or stations compre- 
hended within their respective provincial districts; together with the number of fishing vessels belong- 
ing to each liarbour, bay, and creek, their description, tonnage, number of men, and on what fishery 
employed ; what market is supplied from each harbour, bay, or creek, with fish ; the state of the roads 
to such market; whether fish are exported salt or fresh, and to what place ; and the name of the head- 
lands or points by which such harbour, &c. is formed, and whether natural or constructed. Also, a 
description of the islands in each minor district, whether inhabited, and how the inhabitants support 
themselves; whether any vessels not Irish come into the district to fish, and from whence ; their de- 
scription and mode of fishing ; also, such further information under the head of general observations, 
as may be useful for the Board to know.” From this regulation the Commissioners expect to acquire 
not only a general knowledge of the annual state and progress of the Fisheries of Ireland, but a parti- 
cular knowledge of their advancement in each subdivision or station, over which a local inspector is 
placed. 

The Commissioners being also of opinion tliat a general survey of the coasts of Ireland would essen- 
tially contribute to the advancement of the object of their guardianship, were induced to apply to the 
Lord Lieutenant to appoint an engineer for that purpose, with instructions to make “ a general survey 
of the coasts of Ireland; to report the state of the harbours or places of shelter along the coast, the 
most advantageous sites for fishing stations, and the most useful lines for communication between the 
|>rincipal^ harbours and interior of the country, through the mountainous districts.” And his Excel- 
lency being pleased to accede to such application, an engineer was appointed accordingly, who is now 
enaged in the execution of that duty, and from whose report, when the survey is completed, the Com- 
missioners hope to derive such useful information as will greatly assist their future proceedings. A 
considerable part of this survey has already been effected, comprising an extent of coast reaching from 
Sligo Bay to the Loch of Belfast, and they expect a still greater portion will be accomplished in the 
course of the present summer. 

In consequence of the turbulent disposition manifested by the fishermen residing in many parts of 
the coasts of this country, and particularly the western coasts, the Commissioners ivere induced to apply 
to the Lords of the Admiralty for an armed vessel, pursuant to the 54th section of the 59tli Geo. IlL, 
Lordships having appointed his Majesty’s gun-brig Plumper, commanded by Lieut. 
Wilham Hutchinson, for the protection of the Fisheries, her arrival in this country was duly notified to 
the Board by Rear Admiral Sir Josias Rowley, commanding at Cove. The presence of this armed 
vessel in the Bay of Galway, effectually subdued that turbulent spirit on the part of the fishermen, 
which had hitherto resisted every effort to suppress it, and the most prosperous Fishery has been tlie 
consequence. As a proof of the important benefits derived from the services of this vessel, the Com- 
missioners beg leave to introduce into their Report an extract from an address of the Committee of 
Improvement of the town of Galway, transmitted to them the 23d February, 1821. 

We, the General Committee of Improvement of the town of Galway, comprising the principal in- 
habitants of this town and neighbourhood, deeply sensible of the vast importance of the Fishery of 
the extensive Bay of Galway, beg to convey to your honourable Board, the expression of general 
thanks for tlie protection ktely afforded, by the arrival of the Plumper gun-brig, and to lay before you 
an account of the present situation, the advantages and wants of the Fishery. 

“ The paramount importance of Galway as a fishing station is readily admitted by a reference to the 
map ; extending as this station does, not only through the interior of this bay, within the islands of 
Arran, but also outside these islands, from Loop Head to Sline Bay, forming a line of coast internally 
and externally of at least 300 miles, inhabited by numerous tribes of fishermen, who supply the country 
around witli large quantities of fish, and look to Galway as a market for thoir surplus produce. The 
principal fishing colony, however, is in the immediate vicinity of the town, and is computed to contain 
oOO able men and 80 boats. ^ 

“ These extraordinary advantages, once the source, and at present the chief remains of the former 
great trade ot Galway, have for many years past proved of comparatively small effect, for the want of 
proper regulations and protection. The principal colony above alluded to, assumed by open violence 
an arbitrary control over tlio Fishery, keeping the fish at a monopoly price, to save their own labour, 
and stationing boats full of young men armed with stones and clubs to destroy the nets and sails, and 
.^sault the persons of the most industrious fishermen, who might attempt to produce more fish or at 
different times or places than those monopolists thought proper. Under such circumstances, no 
tinned expected, no capital embarked in the fishery : it is only surprising how it con- 

“ The arrival of the gun-brig has happily changed these scenes ; the fishing has been extensive ; and 
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the monopolists finding they could not prevent, as before, the exertions of the more industrious fisher- 
men, have joined at last in a fair competition, which has produced a supply of fish beyond all expecta- 
tion. Three hundred boats, containing each from 10,000 to 20,000 Herrings, liave each day lined our 
quays ; several vessels have been already laden with Herrings ; the extensive population of this town 
and neighbourhood has been supplied most abundantly with the cheapest food, while all the roads and 
avenues for forty miles round are crowded with countless hundreds of setters and cadgers carying the 
fish of Galway to the farthest extremity of Ireland, and promoting, through the whole interior, a cir- 
culation of industrj-^, money and human food, truly astonishing.” , . , . 

The Commissioners, however, feel it their duty to state, that a similar disposition to that which has 
so happily been subdued on the western coasts, still exists in many parts of the northern and southern 
coasts of Ireland; but the same measures which restored order to the former, will, they_ make no 
doubt, also tranquillize the latter, and ultimately subdue that spirit of monopoly and exclusion, which 
has heretofore rendered unproductive the best fishery stations on the Irish coasts. 

In adverting to the benefits resulting from the services of the Plumper gun-brig, the Commissioners 
cannot pass over in silence the attention so uniformly paid to their wishes by Rear Admiral Sir Josias 
Rowley, commanding at Cove; the promptitude with which he co-operated in the advancement 
of any particular object that may conduce to the welfare of a useful and thriving national establishment. 

Antecedent to the present Fishery Establishment, a practice prevailed in the south of Ireland of 
curing fish with salt which had been previously used in curing beef and pork for export. The fish so 
cured was consequently of a bad quality, and only marketable from the prevalence of the custom, w'hicb 
rendered any better description of fish almost unknown in that quarter ; but the Commissioner^ have 
now the satisfaction to say, that in consequence of the encour^ement held out by the present Fishery 
Laws, and the enforqpment of the regulations contained therein, this practice has been nearly, if not 
altogether, discontinued, and a considerable quantity of prime fish are now produced for bounty in the 
south very little if at all inferior to that which is cured by the fishermen of the eastern coast, (dis- 
tinguished by the appellation of Rush Ling, &c.,) and so long proverbial in this country for its superior 

^ The Commissioners deem it expedient to recommend some further amendments to the Acts of the 
59thGeo.III.,cap.l09;andthe 1st of Geo. IV., cap. 82, by which, if complied with, much unnecessary 
delay in the formalities of outward and inward clearance will be done away, and the obstructions under 
which the Fisheries of this country labour with respect to Irish manufactured salt, removed. _ 

The Commissioners have now the most sanguine hopes, that the beneficial intentions of the Legis- 
lature, with regard to the Irish Fisheries, will in due time be fully answered, and that Ireland will 
eventually enjoy not only an abundant supply for the consumption of her own population, but an ex- 
port trade for the surplus of her fish, for which her resources are fully adequate. 



(Signed) 



CHAS. S. HAWTHORNE. THOS. M‘DONNELL. 
VAL. O’CONNOR. JOHN O. VANDELEUR. 

EDW. PRESTON. GEO. HAMILTON. 



Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 29th May, 1821. 



Pursuant to the provisions contained in the 46th section of the 59th Geo. III., cap. 109, the Com- 
missioners of Irish Fisheries present to the Honorable the Commons of Great Britain and Ireland, in 
Parliament assembled, the following Report of their Proceedings for the year ending the 5th of April, 
1822, being the Fishery of 1821. j ^ , u 

The Commissioners beg leave, in the first instance, to advert to that part of their last year s Report, 
wherein they expressed it as their opinion, that a general survey of the coasts of Ireland would mate- 
rially contribute to the welfare and extension of its Fisheries, “ by pointing out such places of shelter 
along the coast as would form the most advanti^eous sites for fishing stations, and also by marking out 
such useful lines of communication as would facUitate the intercourse between tliose stations and the 
interior of the country through the mountainous districts. ^ ^ , 

During the season of 1820, a considerable progi-ess was made in this survey, and in the ensuing 
season of 1821, a farther progress was effected ; the whole embracing an extent of coast reaching 
from Sligo Bay to Dublin, including within its range the northern, and nearly one half of the eastern 
divisions of Ireland ; and the Commissioners have every reasonable expectation that the benefits aris- 
hvr from this survey, when completed and published, will not be confined to the national object over 
winch they preside, but will extend to the commercial interests of the country, and the internal 
improvement of vast tracts, which, from local causes likely (as_ is presumed) to be removed by the 
survey in question, still continue in their original state of uncultivated wildness. 

The Commissioners conceive it wUl not be irrelevant to the subject which constitutes this immediate 
part of their Report, to introduce an extract from the Report of a Committee of the Royal Dublin So- 
ciety, to whom were referred the statistical surveys of this country, together with Mr. Frazer’s very able 
publication onits Fisheries. “ Your Committee entertain, in common with the Society, the most sanguine 
hopes that great advantages will result from the useful undertaking of the Board of Fisheries, in having 
surveys and plans, and estimates made at all the fishing stations along the whole coast of Ireland. 
Your'Committee is of opinion, that with a view of selecting plans for commencing new harbours, it 
would be an object of the greatest importance that the Royal Dublin Society should aid the exertions 
of the Board of Fisheries, by a statistical survey of the coast, particularly in the vicinage of the places 
where harbour charts have been directed to be made by that Board, and where harbours have been 
already completed, or are commencing by their order. r • . , j • »i. 

On the extensive range of coast already surveyed lie numerous creeks and bays, which abound in the 
season with shoals of the finest Herrings ; but from the want of places of shelter, either naturally or 
artificially constructed, so as to afford protection to suitable craft, the Fisheries have not been prose- 
cuted with that decree of successful exertion, of which they may be made so fully capable. 

The removal, however, of those difficulties, the Commissioners hope in time to effect by the adop- 
tion of a measure which has engrossed much of their serious consideration, and winch they are inclmecl 
to think will, when carried into effect, produce the most beneficial results. By the 66th section ot the 
Act already recited, an annual grant of £5000 is vested in them, “ under such orders, rules, regula- 
tions and directions, as they shall from time to time think fit to make for that purpose. And alter 
nearly three years’ experience, they are induced to believe that the encouragement and consequent 
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advancement of the Coast Fisheries of Ireland, could not be more promptly or effectually • promoted, 
than by applying the grant in question, or such portion of it as they may judge expedient, to the 
erection of small piers and breakwaters on such parts of the coast as are at present without any protec- 
tion of this nature, (but where at the same time some of the finest fishing stations are situated,) and in 
this belief they are strengthened by the reports of their officers and the engineer employed in the 
prosecution of tlie survey in question. 

necessary to observe, that in the adoption of a measure so well calculated, i)i 
y ,ai II uki>, c. opjflion, to promote the Coast Fisheries of this country, the Commissioners have held in view 
the expediency of accomplishing the same, on terms as advantageous to the public as possible. They 
have consequently deemed it but reasonable to look for a certain proportion of the expense, likely to 
be incurred in the erection of such piers, to the landholders and inhabitants of the place, whose local 
interests may be more or less connected with the project about to be executed ; and in this expectation 
they have not been altogether disappointed. 

bour"^'and'"Materia^^ adopting, however, this principle, the Commissioners have judged it expedient to render the 

to 1)0 (‘i|uivaleiit to terms, on which contributions for this purpose shall be accepted, as easy to the individuals interested 
Moiu-y. as possible, and therefore have passed a resolution, “ that, in the application of aid by the Board for 

the execution of piers, a contribution of labour and materials on the spot, under a detailed report 
from the engineer, be deemed equivalent in the same proportion as if money were advanced by the 
proprietors or adjoining landholders, and that the Board cannot make any advances of money except 
under special circumstances duly certified, and under such checks as the Board may deem from time to 
time expedient.” 

The Commissioners therefore hope, that under the facilities afforded by the foregoing resolution, 
the improvement of some of the best fishing stations will shortly follow, and consequently a larger 
share of the population of the sea coasts find a more ample and profitable field for the exercise of their 
industry. 

inrreasi- of Vessels The increased number of vessels that cleared out on the open sea Herring Fishery this season, under 
fitted oiiU'or Touunge the 1st Geo. IV., cap. 82, has added considerably to the item of expenditure under the head of 
Bounty. Tonnage Bounty; and although their success may not at first view appear to make a return equivalent 

- to the expense incurred, yet the results of their industry, when taken with reference to the entire 

Cost of Outfit, u‘'ion year, will justify a different conclusion. The expense of outfit to a vessel clearing out for the Herring 
more tlian tlm Bounty Fishery on tonnage bounty, has often exceeded the joint sum arising from the bounty on the tonnage, 
I'vli caught and cured ; but, nevertheless, this bounty, when obtained by a faithful 

prosecution of the voyage, will, if not entirely, at least so far discharge the expense of such outfit, as 
to enable the vessel (by affording the means of providing her with suitable apparatus) to prosecute the 
fisliory for the remainder of the year, unrestricted by the conditions requisite to be observed for the 
performance of her tonnage bounty voyage. Many of those vessels proceeded to different parts of the 
coast where the Herring Fishery was most abundant, and returned after a short period to the principal 
ports of the country, with cargoes of well-cured Herrings in bulk, (on which no bounty is claimable,)' 
thereby affording a considerable supply of cheap and wholesome food to an extensive population, whose 
habits and limited means have rendered this species of food their chief subsistence for no small portion 
of the year. 

To illustrate this by a more detailed statement, the Commissioners beg leave to observe, that the 
wherries of the eastern coast (a species of vessel particularly well fitted for the Fisheries of this country, 
in consequence of their ability to stand the sea in the most trying weather) prepare for the opensea 
Herring Fishery about the middle of May, and by the first or second week in June are provided with 
their due quantity of salt, barrels, netting, and men, as required by the 1st Geo. IV., cap. 82. 
A wherry thus supplied, and inspected by the Officer of Fisheries, proceeds without further delay 
on her voyage, and is generally four months before she can accomplish the same, conformable to the 
conditions required by the Act already quoted, allowing a reasonable portion of time for all the delays 
and casualties incident to bad weather. 

l.nssby fi.4img far the After her voyage is completed, and her claim to bounty duly considered and admitted, she then 
Tunnagu Bounty prepares for the winter fishery, unrestricted by the conditions imposed on her in the former instance, 
iimdK good by using and proceeds to the north-western coast of Ireland, where the Herring Fishery (as was particularly the 
the flsliing Gear sul)- winter,) proves generally abundant. Being well supplied with salt, and suitable fishing gear, 

to* cnrii'm expense of which was discharged by the bounty previously earned on her tonnage, her success is 
Bullc, not entitlad to seldom considered as doubtful. I'wenty of those wherries, from the ports of Skenies, Rush, and Bal- 
tho ISoimiy. hriggan, in the district of Dublin, succeeded in making up nearly full cargoes of herrings in bulk, and 

disposed of the same in the different markets between Newry and Youghal. Twelve of the cargoes in 
question were sold in Dublin at the average price of 2a. British per hundred, and the fish in every 
instance well cured. 

Proc;t>edsofFish tiikon prosecute the fisheries on the eastern coast of Ireland, where the metropolis and a great mass of 

on the East Coast of the ))opulation of the country are situated, vessels of a larger description and tonnage than those used 
Irel^d not suilidont on other parts of the coast are found indispensable. This necessity arises from the remoteness of the 
eurreiu KxneL-os '***'* fishing banits, wliich cannot witli safety or effect be visited by vessels of a smaller description. 

“ ' The outfit attendant on such vessels, as also the current expenses requsite for their annual support, 
must be partly defrayed by other assistance than that which is usually supplied from tho produce of 
their labours ; and without some extra aid of this nature, the fishing off’ that important part of the coast 
must, in a measure, be abandoned, as inadequate to the expense, and coiisequentlyj its markets 
but scantily supplied with a species of food (paiTicularly white fish,) which constitutes no inconsiderable 
portion of the subsistence of their popuktion. 

Ijicrensed supply of Ry ii reference to the corresponding Appendix of the last and the present season, it will be por- 
dried Ling, Cod, <fec. ceived that the vessels which cleaimd out on the White Fishery in the season of 1820, • considerably 
V*'^ exceeded in number those which prosecuted the same species of fishery in 1821; but it will, at tho 

Lsse s s uwg. same time, be seen that the gross quantity of fish cured in the latter instance far exceeded that which 
rvas produced by the greater number of vessels in the preceding year. This, however, can be readily 
explained. When the present fishery laws came info operation in 1820, it was orroneously supposed 
by those who had hitherto pursued that mode of life under the former Acts, that if the mere forms of 
outward and inward clearance were complied with, and a certain period of time suffered to elapse, the 
bounty on the tonnage would necessarily follow as a matter of legal, if not of just right. Under this 
impression, the number of vessels that embarked in the White Fishery in 1820 was very considerable ; 
but when their claims to the bounty became in due course a matter for the consideration of the Com- 
missioners, it appeared in many instances that the exertions to earn it wore inadequate to the remu- 
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neration claimed ; and consequently the Commissioners deemed it a duty imperative on them to reject 
those clmms altogether in some cases, and allow them in others to but a limited extent ; and finally, 
to declare it as their determination, that in no future instance would similar claims be allowed, unless 
fairly earned by a due share of diligence abd exertion. The salutary result of this decision on the part 
of the Commissioners may bo found verified in the following comparative statement of the number of 
vessels engaged in the White Fishery of 1820 and 1821, as considered with reference to the product 
of their exertions. In the season of 1820, the number of vessels then engaged amounted to 119 ; 
their tonnage 4,259 tons; the aggregate quantity of dried fish produced by them for bounty was 
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Irish Fisheries. 




6 ~6'2 cwts., or 338 tons 2 cwt. 

In the subsequent season of 1821, the number of vessels similarly engaged was 79, their tonnage 
2,756 tons ; the aggregate quantity of dried fish produced by them for bounty was 8,198 cwts. or 409 
tons 18 cwt. It will thus be seen that only two-thirds of the tonnage which was employed in the 
Fisheries in 1820, produced in 1821 nearly 72 tons more of fish entitled to bounty. 

It is also worthy of remark, that in addition to the amount of white fish cured for bounty in 
1821, a quantity of other fish on which the law does not allow bounty, amounting to upwards of eighty 
tons, was cured by the vessels of the eastern district, and proved of the greatest use to the poor of the 
Neighbourhood. The Commissioners, therefore, entertain every reasonable hope, that the good effect 
of the additional exertions, enforced by the strictness of their regulations on this occasion, will still 
farther appear in the product of the season now commenced. _ , <. ■ r 

With regard to the quantity of white fish cured this season for the production bounty, (that is, lOr 
the bounty of 4s. per cwt. on the production of such white fish as was caught and cured by other craft 
than those engaged in the tonnage bounty fishery,) the same favourable representation can be made- 
The total amount cured under this head in 1820, was 548 tons 13 cwt. The total amount cured 
under the same head, in 1821, was 724 tons II cwt., being an increase over the last season of nearly 
176 tons. From this statement, it will appear that the aggregate of the increase or excess of the pre- 
sent over the preceding year, when considered with reference to both the tonnage and production 
bounty fisheries, amounts to nearly 248 tons weight of dried fish. 

The Commissioners have likewise the satisfaction to state, that in the Herring Fishery, prosecuted Increased supply of 
. for the bounty of 4s. and 3s. Gd. per barrel, there has also been an increase over the last season of cured Hemngs. 
nearly 2,000 barrels ; but, as the process of curing Herrings for the barrel bounty requires a portion 
of capital which has not as yet found its way into the Irish Fisheries, the quantity of Herrings thus 
cured bore but a small proportion to that which was cured in bulk; the expense being in the latter 
instance considerably less to the curer, and consequently the price to the consumer in proportion. 

The Commissioners have the further gratification to state, that the exportation Appendixes, annexed Exportation of Fish, 
to this Report, will be found to contain three entries which, though inconsiderable in point of quantity, 
are nevertheless important in one respect, as being the first instance of exportation since the enact- 
ment of the Fishery Laws, in 1819 and 1820 ; 400 barrels of Herrings, 21 tons 14 cwt. of dried fish, 
and 4 barrels pickled fish, constitute the entries alluded to. ' 

The Commissioners had entertained the hope that the quantity of oil extracted from the fish caught Fish OU obtained, 
on the coasts of Ireland, would have proved more considerable than the Appendix under that head 
represents it to be. They have, however, the satisfaction to find, that if their expectations in this 
particular have not been realised, the cause cannot be imputed to any want of industry or exertion on 
the part of those who chiefly followed that species of fishery, but to the severity of the season, which 
prevented them, by almost continued storm, from prosecuting it with any degree of uniform diligence. 

The oil chiefly manufactured in the Irish Fisheries is extracted from the Sunfish, which visits the The Sunfieh. 
western and north-western coasts of Ireland at certain periods and in considerable numbers. The 
quality of the oil, thus manufactured, has been latterly so much improved (owing in a certain degree 
m the encouragement given by the bounty of £3 per ton, under the 59th Geo. III., cap. 109,) as to 
procure for it, in the estimation of many, a preference to the spermaceti oil, (particularly on all occa- 
sions connected with domestic purposes,) while the cost to the consumer is one third less than the increasisd supply of 
latter. The Commissioners, however, have the satisfaction to see, that notwithstanding the obstacles Oil, notwithstanding 
created by the severity of the weather, the quantity of oil produced for bounty this season, has more the severity of the 
than doubled that which was produced in the preceding season. 

The Commissioners have still to regret the continuance of that disposition to resist the Fishery laws Amendments of the 
on many parts of the coasts of Ireland, of which they have made mention in their last year’s Report. Laws required. 

They have consequently considered it their duty to recommend such farther amendments to the pre- 
sent Acts, as will give due effect to their efforts to suppress it. Those amendments are likewise meant 
to embrace other points, which they also consider as calculated to promote the welfare of the Fisheries ; 
and they tiust that the whole will in due time be brought under a well regulated system, which, from 
the difficulty of eradicating long established prejudices, they could not expect to accomplish at once 
in an institution of such recent formation as that which constitutes the object of their care and protec- 



From the returns made by the ofilcers of the number of vessels, boats, and men, registered in the Boats and men en- 
Irish Fisheries, and uniformly engs^ed in the occupation of fishing, 1.he Commissioners have been gaged mtheFisheries. 
enabled to add an Appendix to this year’s Report, exhibiting the result of those returns. By a refer- 
ence thereto, it will be seen that the number of men who almost exclusively follow that mode of life, 
amounts to upwards of 36,000 belonging to craft already registered in the officers’ books ; while 
those belonging to the craft still unregistered would (there is reason to believe) add considerably to 
the number. 

The Commissioners cannot conclude their observations on this particular head, without stating an 
important fact, which they consider as strongly illustrative of the progressive improvement of the Irish 
Fisheries ; namely, that in the western district of Ireland alone, the increased number of men engaged 
in the Fisheries this present year over the preceding one, amounts to upwards of 1,500. 

In the Appendix last mentioned, containing a statement of that portion of the physical strength of 
the country, which appears at present engaged in its Fisheries, the Commissioners have not taken into 
the account the number of persons occupied in the manufacture of netting, cordage, and other branches 
of trade connected with fishery pursuits ; they can only, for the present, generally state their numbers 
as very considerable, but they expect to be enabled to give, in their next year’s Report, a more detailed 
account of those particular points, embracing both an accurate and gratifyingproof of the increasingin- 
dustry of the maritime population of Ireland. 

The difficulty of enforcing the provisions of the Act, relative to the registry of fishing boats, has Registry of Boats, 
been found too obstinate for immediate removal, and therefore can only be surmounted gradually, as 

c 
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Irish Pishertes. the benefits of the fishery laws are found to extend themselves. This difficulty arises partly from the 
' — Y of many tracts of the sea coast, through which no roads of communication have as yet been 

formed, and partly from the prejudices of the people against any arrangement which tends to subvert 
old habits. 

It becomes, however, a pleasing duty to state, that those prejudices so obstinately adhered to in some 
places, have been subdued to a great degree in others, particularly in some of the minor districts of the 
south of Ireland, where the white fishery has experienced a rapid extension, which has more than 
doubled the duties of the fishery officers stationed there, and where the improvement in the mode of 
curing that species of fish is not less remarkable. 

Tranquil state of the The Commissioners conceive it their duty to state another important fact in proof of the effect pro- 
coast popn Btion. duced by the progressive extension of the Fisheries in promoting peaceable and industrious habits ; 

namely, that during the period of the lawless proceedings which recently agitated the greater portion 
of the south of Ireland, the line of the sea coast where the Fisheries were prosecuted remained in per- 
fect tranquility. 

(Signed) CHAS. S. HAWTHORNE. EDW. PRESTON 

GEO. HAMILTON. HENRY R. PAINE. 

A. A. HELY HUTCHINSON. 

Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 9th May, 1822. 



Report for 1 S 22 , The Commissioners of Irish Fisheries present to the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 

gesses, in Parliament assembled, the foDowing report of their proceedings for the year ended the 5th 
of April, 1823, being the Fishery of 1822. 

Moiety coi.trihutions The Commissioners have, in the first instance, to advert to that part of their last year’s Report, 
forl ishorytlarbours. touching the erection of Small Piers, for the protection of the fishery craft, on those parts of the 
coasts of Ireland, where Herrings appear in the proper season in great abundance; but where want of 
security against the weather has hitherto counteracted the advantages that would otherwise have re- 
sulted from a spirited prosecution of the Fisheries there. The conditions, however, exacted by the 
Board for assisting in the erection of such works were, from various causes, but slowly acceded to; for, 
under a conviction that individual and local interests must be thereby materially benefited, the Com- 
missioners conceived it their duty to furnish but a moiety of the expense attending their construction, 
and in no instance to depart from a strict adherence to that principle. 

Harbom-s erected to On the commencement of the distresses, which during the summer of 1822, reduced the people of 
afford eroployineut the southern and western districts of Ireland, to a state of unparallelled misery, the Commissioners felt 
° ^ period would be the most eligible for carrying their plans of safety harbours into effect, so 

far at least as regarded the districts in question. Could their construction be followed up consistently 
with the principle laid down by the Board, (of only furnishing half the estimated expense,) a double 
benefit would result from their immediate -commencement ; namely, the extension of the Fisheries, by 
affording protection to suitable craft, and a supply of food to a large mass of starving population, through 
the medium of labour. A special meeting of the Board, for the attainment of this object, took place 
wcordingly ; and the expediency was unanimously acquiesced in : “ Of taking effectual steps towards 
immediately carrying into progress the erection of such piers as had been applied for or recommended 
by the engineer on the western and southern coasts of Ireland, as a measure that, if promptly adopted, 
would materially assist the peasantry of those places in a period of such extreme distress.” 

The intentions of the Board being communicated to the charitable committees, then established in 
Dublin, a ready compliance was evinced on the part of the gentlemen composing them, to co-operate 
in the execution of works so well calculated to combine the twofold advantages of national and perma- 
nent improvement, and the immediate relief of a great portion of that local distress, the removal of 
which it was the immediate object of those gentlemen to attend to. 

The better therefore to give effect to tbe proposed measure, directions were issued to the engineer, 
“ To furnish gross estimates of the expenses likely to be incurred in the erection of such small piers 
on the south and west of Ireland, where small sums so applied would be useful ; and to have the same 
ready for consideration with the least possible delay.” 

1 w,!l»e si tes for Uar- A list or statement, consisting of thirty-four works of this nature, being accordingly furnished, copies 
pensK df'iWn-pd by the transmitted to the Commissioners for Relief of the Distressed Poor, sitting at the Castle, and to the 
Jtubliii Rdief I'nnds Committee of Management, assembled at the Mansion House. Twelve were selected by those Com- 
aiid th>- Fiabin y Hoard, mittces from the list or statement before mentioned, the gross estimates of which amounted to £5,095, 
of which sum the foregoing Committees contributed each one-fourth, while the Board of Fisheries 
supplied the remainder from the funds vested in them for the encouragement and extension of the 
coast Fisheries of Ireland, by the Act under which they are constituted. 

As the conations on which those contributions were granted, were “ an immediate commencement 
of the works,” it became imperative on the Board to decide promptly on the expediency of either direct- 
ing their immediate commencement by days work, or relinquishing for the present the principle of 
executing works by contract, which must necessarily be attended with delay. By the adoption of the 
former, the Board conceived their objects for the promotion of the Fisheries would be equally well for- 
warded, and at the same time would best accord with the views of the contributing Committees, and 
accordingly issued directions to their engineer, to “ cause the execution of the twelve selected piers, to 
l>e forthwith commenced, and prosecuted with the utmost vigour, according to the plans and specifica- 
tions furnished by him, either by days work or agreement, (if it should be in his power to conclude 
agreements for the same,) taking at the same time especial care, that in cither case the expense should 
^ot exceed the amount estimated by him for each of those piers, and acquiesced in by the contributing 



T-.vciUy-Iwo addition- 
al Harbours com- 
luencod witli funds 
siijipliod by tlio Lon- 
don Koiief Committee, 
the GovernmeiitCora- 
missioners. and tile 
Fishery Hoard. 



But as the number of works now directed to be put in progress constituted little more than one-third 
part 01 those wliich could be beneficially erected on the coasts of the distressed districts, the Commis- 
sioners conceived it their duty to make further efforts towards the accomplishment of the remainder. 

1 hey accordingly proffered their co-operation to the London Committee for relief of Irish distress ; 
and the result was, a liberal grant of £2000, which, with a similar grant from the Commissioners of 
Relief at the Castle, enabled the Board to direct forthwith the execution of twenty-two additional 
works on the western and southern coasts of Ireland, where the distress chiefly prevailed; the gross 
estimates of which amounted to £8000 ; the residue of this sum being supplied from the funds before 
mentioned, for the encouragement of the coast Fisheries of Ireland. 

Besides the temporary advantages derived from the construction of those works, during a period of 
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unprecedented distress ; the Commissioners have the strongest assurances, that the benent ansmg trom j^isk Fisheries. 
them in other respects, will be promptly felt, permanent in their effects, and embrace other points of , > 

national welfare besides that of the Fisheries. 

In justification of those expectations, the Commissioners beg leave to introduce some facts extracted Prospective advanta- 
from the report of Mr. W.H. King, their Inspector General for the Western Provincial District, on gea to be derived from 
concluding his annual tour of inspection in November 1822. the new ar ours. 

In speaking of the district of Westport, (one of the minor districts within his provincial survey, 
comprehending the coasts of Mayo,) he states, that he has visited the whole of the piers constructing 
within the western district, the great utility of which he feels the most sanguine expectations of de- 
monstrating to the Board in his next year’s Report, by showing the considerable cure of fish that will 
result therefrom. 

In speaking of the Galway district, (another of the minor districts within his provincial survey, and 
comprehending the coasts of that county,) he re-asserts his confidence of a vast increase to the Fishery 
of that district, as necessarily resulting from the facilities likely to be afforded by the different piers 
now constructing on that hitherto neglected coast, the sites of which have been so judiciously chosen 
by Mr. Nimmo the engineer. Thirteen of those piers he says are at present in progress in that district, 
each of which he has visited and examined ; and conceives that those of Roundstone, Greatman’s Bay, 
and Costello, will be of the most essential service. 

Speaking of the piers erecting on the coast of Clare, comprehended within ' he Fishery of Kilrush, 
he says — “ I feel much satisfaction in stating, that the district of Kilrush seems likely to be much im- 
proved in its Fisheries, as will be seen by the increased number of boats registered with the Inspector 
of that district, which proves how much the minds of the inhabitants are directed to the Fisheries of 
that coast. This is solely attributable to the piers which the Board are constructing on those hereto- 
fore inaccessible shores, and which abound with a most ample supply of white fish, as is fully demon- 
strated from the quantity caught by the curraghs, the only species of boat which could be used here- 
tofore on those coasts with safety. I may therefore with truth assert, that the piers at Liscanor, 

Seafield, and Doonbeg, all of which are in a considerable state of progress, will not only be of the 
most material advantage to the Fishery, but will be equally so to the agricultural interests of that 
county, a great portion of the produce of which has been converted (from the difficulties of land 
carriage) into illicit spirits, much to the injury of the revenue. If the pier at Liscanor is completed 
so as to admit vessels even of small draught of water, the evil above alluded to would in a great degree 
be remedied, by enabling the inhabitants to ship the produce of their land, as also their fish, for the 
most advantageous markets. The want of such a pier, I am fully convinced, is the cause of that coast 
having been so much neglected, as there was not a single harbour from Blackhead to Loophead by 
which the fishing craft could be protected. This evil will in a great degree be remedied by the com- 
pletion of this pier ; and I have every reason to hope that curing-houses for white fish will be esta- 
blished on that coast by some merchants who seem disposed to embark in the Fisheries.” 

The Commissioners cannot in justice omit so fair an opportunity as this Report offers, of acknow- Further Contribatioa 
ledging the liberal and prompt assistance they received from the different charitable committees before of ^5,000 Wsh, from 
mentioned, upon every occasion where the mutual co-operation of both parties could more effectually ^ 

promote the objects of their respective guardianship, by combining the relief of a numerous and starv- pigherj Loan Fund, 
ing peasantry with the execution of works, national, permanent, and conducing to beneficial conse- 
quences. , To the London Committee they stand particularly indebted, not only for their liberal grant 
in aid of the construction of safety harbours as before mentioned, but for a subsequent grant of £5000, 
vested by them in this Board, in order (as their resolution expresses it,) “ to be strictly and exclu- 
sively applied in assisting the poor fishermen on the coast of the distressed districts ; and, as far as it is 
possible so to do, in a fair proportion to be applied in the way of loans, repayable so as to become 
reproductive, and annually applicable in the manner above stated.” 

The Board have consequently taken measures for bringing this fund into operation so as to meet the 
views of the donors, and the assistance it has already afforded the poor fishermen on the western coasts, 
even at this early period of its application, justifies the hope of its being attended with considerable 
benefits, as it becomes more extended in its operation. 

The Commissioners now beg leave to offer a few observations on the present state of the Fisheries, 
as compared with the former years ; and they have much satisfaction in being able to shew, from the 
comparison, a gradual and steady improvement. 

tW gross quantity of dried fish which obtained bounty in the Irish Fisheries this present se^on. Increased Supply of 
amounted to 1,417 tons 4 cwt. The gross quantity of the same description of fish which obtained Dried Fish, 
bounty in the preceding season, amounted to 1,123 tons 19 cwt. ; making an excess, in favour of the 
present season, of 293 tons 5 cwt. This gradual increase of the white fishery will, however, be better 
illustrated by the following comparative statement of each year, since the present enactments came 
into operation in 1819- 

Tons. Cults. 

Total quantity of dried fish produced for bounty in the season of 1819, (being the 
first season under the present Fishery Laws) ... .■■ ... ••• 40 11 

Total quantity of ditto produced for bounty in the season of 1820, (being the 
second season) ... ... ... ... ... ••• ••• 887 5 

Total quantity of ditto produced for bounty in the season of 1821, (being the 
third season) ... ... ... ... ... ••• ••• L123 19 

Total quantity of ditto produced for bounty in the season of 1822, (being the 
fourth and present season) ... ... ... ••• ••• 1,417 4 

The increase of each season will consequently stand thus: 

Tons. Cults. 

Increase of 1820 over the first year ... ... ... 846 4 

Increase of 1821 over - 1820 ... ... • 236 13 

Increase of 1822 over - 1821 ... ... ... 293 5 

The Commissioners have much satisfaction in submitting this statement to the Government and the 
Legislature, as it evinces a steady annual increase in this branch of national industry, which they trust 
will still appear in a larger proportion, as capital and improved methods of fishing, (when united with 
the advantages likely to result from the safety harbours now constructing, are gradually introduced 
into the Fisheries of tins counti-y. 

With respect to the quantity of Herrings cured for the bounty of 4s. British, per barrel, both by Increased Supply of 
the crews of vessels prosecuting the open sea Fishery, and by fish-curers on shore, the same favoura- Hernngs. 
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high Fisherieg. representations oan be made. The total number of barrels produced for bounty, was, in the season 

v_.-— y— of 1819, 1,193; 1820, 7,753^; 1821, 9726|; 1822, 12,722^. 

The increase of each season will be found to stand thus— 1820 over the first vear, 6,6o0 ; 1821 
over 1820, 1,923; 1822 over 1821, 2,996. 

By this statement it will appear, that an annual, though gradual increase, has taken place in this 
important branch of the Fisheries since the commencement of the present enactments; and when it is 
remembered, that the great Herring-falls of Ireland lie off the coasts most unprotected and inacces- 
sible to fishing craft, it justifies the strongest hopes, that when those impediments are removed by the 
construction of the works before-mentioned, (and the probable introduction of capital,) the increase 
in the production of Herrings cured in barrel will every season appear more conspicuous. 

Hermigs ciire^ pnn- The quantity of Herrings, however, cured in barrel for the bounty of 4s. British, still continues 
Seb ‘ being mu“h I® proportion to that which is cured in hulk ; and on which the law allows no 

dearer than Scotch. bounty, if we except an exemption from duty on the salt consumed in the cure thereof. The preva- 
lence of this practice is readily accounted for : — In the first instance, it has been ascertained by testi- 
''lonji given on oath before the Board, that the cost of bayels, if made in Ireland, would exceed the 
cost of those made for British Fisheries in Scotland, by about one-third in price, or a sum tantamount 
to one-half the bounty ; that is, would be virtually a reduction of one-balf of the bounty allowed on 
the barrel of Herrings cured in the Irish Fisheries. 

To render this fact clear, it is only necessary to observe, that the amount of bounty at present 
allowed on Flerrings in the British and Irish Fisheries, is 4«. per barrel, British currency. The dif- 
ference in price between the British and Irish-made barrel may vary from 2s. to 2s. 4c7 each, against 
the Irish curer, being, as was already observed, virtually tantamount to a reduction of one-balf his 
claim ; and consequently leaving him in fact but a bounty of 2s. per barrel, while the British curer 
obtains a bounty of 4s.: — Secondly, much labour and time are consumed in the gutting of Herrings 
barrelled with a view to bounty, and in the particular mode of packing them ; all which, added to tfe 
expense incurred in the purchase of a supply of barrels, must unavoidably tend to raise the price of 
the article on the consumer. On the other hand, in the instance of bulk-herrings, the fish are cured 
in an ungutted state, by which a great portion of labour is saved, and the cost of barrels not incurred. 
The result is, a considerable reduction in price to the consumer (compared with the price of barrelled 
Herrings,) together with a facility of sale, arising from the circumstance of their being vended in any 
quantity, however small, as may best suit the means of the purchaser. To these may be added another 
reason, not less worthy of remark ; namely, that owing to its being for a series of years the prevailing 
Hulk-ruriiig the pre- not the exclusive) mode of treating Herrings in Ireland, considerable skill lias been acquired in the 
vailing mode in Ire- operation of curing, and the fish are in consequence well-coloured, of excellent qualitj’, and generally 
sought after by the poorer description of the population of this country. 

Relative quantities The great dis|)roj)ortion In the quantity of Herrings cured in barrel and bulk, (as taken from the 
cured in barrel and officer's return,) will be better conceived when it is stated, that in one of the districts, named Galway, 
*^“**^- the quantity of Herrings cured in bulk exceeded what would have been tantamount to nearly 13,500 

I)arrels, while the quantity cured in barrel for bounty amounted to not quite 2,300 barrels. And in 
an adjoining district (Westport) the quantity cured in bulk was sufficient to constitute nearly 5,500 
barrels, while none whatever were cured in barrel for the bounty. It is however to be observed, that 
under any mode of cure, whether in barrel or bulk, the vigilence and exertions of the fishery officers 
are requisite ; their certificate of inspection and proper curing being indispensible ere any exemption 
of salt-duty can be allowed the curer. In a district therefore of great extent (even where Herrings 
are cured in bulk only) the officer’s exertions must be of the most active nature ; not only for the pur- 
pose of inspection as aforesaid, but carrying into effect the different provisions of the act for the 
general regulation of the fisheries of his survey. In the district of Westport, for instance, where no 
Herrings have as yet been cured in barrel for bounty (owing, perhaps, to the extreme poverty of iho 
people, and consequent want of capital,) there is, nevertheless, an active prosecution, and growin<r 
extension of its fisheries, as will appear, not only from the quantity of bulk-fish cured there, but from 
the fact, that 4,000 men and 1,000 boats, large and small, are constantly engaged in them, with every 
prospect of an annual increase in both instances. This should necessarily be met by a corresponding 
increase of official exertion. The same observations will apply to other districts, chiefly in the South 
of Ireland, where the white fisherj' in particular, is greatly improving, daily extending, and the numhur 
of craft and men necessarily increasing. 

Kive ad.liiiou!il local consequence of this general increase of the Fisheries, as well as from a belief of its contributimr 
required. to their Still more immediato extension, the Board have decided upon the expediency of dividiiio-somo 
of the fishery districts, which, from their great extent of coast, their growing duties, and their great 
capabilities, hitherto so little brought into action, required exertions beyond the means of individual 
efforts _to_do justice to, at least with a degree of effect suited to the magnitude of the object. The 
Commissioners have consequently conceived it their duty to follow up this opinion, by requesting His 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant may be pleased to appoint five ad<litional inspectors, as necessary for 
the furtherance of those objects; and they entertain a lively hope, that His Excellency’s sentiments 
may correspond with the view they have taken of this important subject, by granting the additional 
assistance solicited. 

DifficiiUyof obtaining The Commissioners consider it as important to the subject-matter of this report, to offer a few ob- 
th« drawb^k nf duty servations on the impediments the Fisheries of Ireland experience from the many forms required by 
ni) a u»e in cun g. existing regulations of the Customs Department, ere an exemption of duty on salt used in tlie 
cure of fish (as authorized by certain enactments) can be obtained by the curer. The complexity of 
those f.jrms, independent of other considerations, hereafter to be mentioned, would effectuaOy exclude 
the poorer description of fish-curers from the benefit of this exemption, as both the nature of such 
formalities, and the proceedings to be taken for complying with them, are totally beyond the compre- 
hension of the ignorant minds of those for whose relief and improvement this legislative boon (of ex- 
emption from salt duty) was chiefly intended. The advantages, therefore, held out in this instance 
by the fishery enactments, are rendered useless to the greater portion of petty curers; and the result 
is, a necessity of purchasing their salt in small quantities, subject to the full or duty-paid price ; and 
to abandon, as an unavoidable alternative, all thought of seeking a repayment of duty, in consequence 
of forms to them incomprehensible, and therefore impracticable. 

How far the Revenue may require those guards, the Commissioners do not presume to determine ; 
but under existing circumstances, when the duty on salt has been reduced in Great Britain to a stand- 
ard which renders it less valuable in that country than in Ireland, they cannot but express their earnest 
hopes that those forms, originally intended for the protection of a British duty, (no longer exist:.ag,) 
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and which have so long impeded the operations of the Fisheries in Ireland, will be dispensed with, 
and a mode more simple and easy of comprehension to the ignorant fish-curers, be adopted in their stead. 

To effect this object has long been a matter of primary consideration to the Board ; and, with a 
view to its attainment, they suggested, in a letter to the Lords of the Treasury, bearing date, the 8th 
of June, 1822, a modification of the present system, which went to make a distinct allowance on all 
kinds of fish cured with salt, in the form of a distinct bounty, fqual to the amount of duty payable 
on that quantity of salt, which may be found, from experience, to be a fair allowance for the cure of 
a certain quantity of fish ; giving, however, to the Board a power from time to time to alter and de- 
termine the quantities of salt in respect of which this bounty was to be allowed. This mode of re- 
payment the Commissioners were induced to recommend, as one which seemed calculated, from its 
great simplicity, to relieve the trade from its present tedious and embarrassing process of obtaining 
drawback, by which it is at present placed beyond the reach of the small curers. Besides, it appeared 
to the Board that a saving of expense would thereby be created, as the allowances would be made by 
the officer of fisheries, on his inspection of the fish, with all the checks and guards used in granting 
the present bounties, and without any additional expense. 

But even in the instance, where a small fish-curer may be qualified (from greater intelligence of 
mind) to go through the forms necessary for obtaining this drawback of duty, he is previously required 
to enter into bond, imposing on him so heavy a penalty for an infraction of the conditions, as to pre- 
clude any hope of his procuring the sureties required by the officer of customs for the due execution 
of such bond. Moreover, this bond must have attached to it a ten shilling stamp, which probably 
amounts to as large a sum as the quantum of drawback he would be entitled to receive on the smal 
portion of salt his limited means enabled him to purchase. For this charge of ten shillings he re-1 
celves no subsequent consideration ; and, therefore, he feels how nugatory it would be to use the salt 
with a view to repayment of duty, when the process for obtaining the same would require the previous 
operation of executing such a bond, and of course subject him to the cost of the stamp, to say nothing' 
of the difficulties of procuring sufficient securities. In consequence of those disadvantages, the petty 
curer (admitting his ability to comprehend the existing forms) will prefer giving the full or duty-paid 
price for the quantity of salt he requires, and use the same without view to drawback, as a measure not 
attended with more expense, and not ultimately requiring any tedious forms, in order to prove the 
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expenditure of it. • . j 

In addition to the foregoing impediments towards obtaining a drawback on exemption from salt-duty 
in the fisheries, may be included one of no less magnitude ; namely, the necessity imposed on the fish- 
curer, whose residence lies far off, of travelling a distance of from ten to thirty miles, (as the case may 
be,) for the purpose of making an affidavit of expenditure at the custom-house of his district. 

The number of vessels prosecuting the open-sea Herring Fishery this season, will be found to ex- Proposal to abate the 
ceed the number of those similarly occupied last season. The fish produced in both instances, appears, Tonnage Hoimty. 
however, to bear much the same average proportion to the quantity of tonnage engaged ; but as the 

high bounty granted on the tonnage of vessels pursuing this species of fishery, would, in the opinion 

of the Board, admit of reduction, they have, consequently, recommended an amendment, so modifying 
the present act, as will, they conceive, cause a material diminution of expense to the public, and lead * 
to more active .and successful exertions on the part of the crews thus occupied. 

Ill viewing the Fisheries of Ireland as a source or nursery for supplying the naval strength of the increase ot risoermen. 
empire, the 'Commissioners have the satisfaction of submitting to the Government^ and Legislature 
the most gratifying representation. By a reference to their last yearis Report, it will be found, that 
the number of seamen ascertained to be engaged in the fisheries, and who chiefly, if not entirely, fol- 
lowed that occupation, amounted to upwards of 36,000. By a reference to the Appendix annexed to 
this Report, the number will be found to amount to 44,892 ; being an increase in favour of the present 
season of more than 8,700 men. c .u , 

The Commissioners have now to state such further proceedings as they have taken during the pre- * regress of the Least 

sent season, for the purpose of carrying into effect the coast-survey of Ireland, of lyhich their former ' 

Reports have made mention. The motives that originally led to the adoption of this undertaking, as 
well as the probable benefits likely to result firom it, have been already set forth in the Reports of the 
Commissioners alluded to. The principal expense connected with the execution of this measure, lay 
in the necessity of having a surveying cutter in attendance on the engineer, his operations being chiefly, 
if not entirely, required on the water. The uncertainty of procuring one for hire suitable to this 
purpose, added to the probability of its being attended with some saving in point of expense, induced 
the Board to treat for the purchase of a small cutter, which had been already employed in the execu- 
tion of the survey, and approved of by the Engineer, as being well adapted to that object. On taking 
into consideration the average annual cost attendant on the services of this vessel, the Commissioners 
were disposed to believe, that by treating for the purchase with the proprietor, and thus taking her 
altoo-etlieriiito the service of this establishment, no additional cost would be incurred to the public, 
and'^much uncertainty would be avoided whenever the approaching season would admit of the occa- 



sional nrosecution of the survey. n n v t n 

They accordingly agreed ..ith the proprietor tor the sum of f 1,203 IS- 4hri. in full payment of 
orif»inal cost, a thorough repair, and of all expenses of wliat nature soever for the vessel and crew, 
wbfeh lie conside’-eil himself entitled to in right of the services of smd vessel, from the commence- 



ment of the survey in 1820, to the 1st of January, 1823. . . ., r. . f 

The cutter having been refitted in tiie early part of the year, was proceeding with the examination i hts on Uia Coast oi 
of the Eastern coast, and the fishing-grounds adjoining, when a strong and pressing appeal to the 
Board, induced thorn to send their engineer to the Coast of (Jare, in order to ascertain how far any 
operations, conducive to the welfare of the fisheries, could be made, to contribute to the relief of the 
distress then threatening that quarter. In consequence of liis reports, and the co-operation_of the 
charitable associations already mentioned, the Board decided on the expediency of interrupting the 
regular progress of the survey of the eastern coast, and to transfer the whole establishment to the 
ivest of Iretanrl, so as at once to enable their engineer to prosecute the general suney, and facilitate 
and superintend the construction of the various works they had agreed to execute for the improve- 
ment of the Coast Fisheries. The cutter was accordingly despatched with such tools .•« could be 
promply procured, to the western coast, where she continued actively employed in conveying the ne- 
ces'arv implements from place to place, and distributing them at the several stations pointed out for 
the erection of piers. I'he engineer states, that the whole of those piers are either entirely or nearly nenpfiisolUainedfrom 
finished ; that several cargoes of Herrings have been already cured and shipped at the pier of Costello, Piers in Galway and 
in -the county of Galway ; and that the pier of Kilbalia, in the county of Clare, though still incom- 
plete, had been the means of saving a boat, value £200, and probably the lives of the crew. 
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The Commissioners avail themselves of this opportunity of earnestly recommending to the consid- 
eration of Government, the expediency of directing the attention of their engineers, now employed 
in the execution of public works, to the advantages to be derived from connecting, by short lines of 
communication, the piers or safety-harbours now in progress, with the main roads most contiguous 
thereto. To facilitate the intercourse between the different fishery stations and the interior of the 
country, through the mountainous districts, would, in the opinion of the Board, be a measure calcu- 
lated to produce very important results. It would open new markets to the industry of the fisherman, 
reward his exertions by a quicker and probably more beneficial sale of his fish, and give a general im- 
pulse to the fisheries of the principal coasts, that could not fail to expedite and insure their ex- 
tension. . 

Attached to this Report are copies of the Engineer’s Reports of the Northern and Eastern Sur- 
veys, extending from the Bay of Sligo to Dublin, with the Plans appertaining thereto. 



(Signed) KINGSTON. GEORGE WOODS. 

CARBERY. HENRY R. PAINE. 

MAURICE FITZGERALD. THOS. M‘DONNELL. 
JOHN BOURKE. GEO. HAMILTON. 

B. B. WOODWARD. 

Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 1st May, 1823. 
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The Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries, pursuant to the statute of the 59th Geo. III., cap. 109, 
present to the Honorable the Knights, Citizens and Burgesses, in Parliament assembled, this Fifth 
Report of their proceedings for the year ending the 5th of April, 1 824, being the Fishery of 1 823. 

Before they enter into a detail of the prominent proceedings of the year, the Commissioners have 
'much satisfaction in stating generally, that the Fisheries of Ireland still continue to exhibit a steady 
annual increase, not more observable in the quantity of fish cured, than in the additional number of 
men to whom they give employment, subsistence, and profit. 

In prefacing their proceedings with this general statement, the Commissioners beg leave to add 
their conviction, that were it not for the impulse given to a numerous and wretched coast population, 
by the bounties granted under the present fishery enactments, the value of the Irish Fisheries might 
have yet remained in obscurity, and the energies of many thousands of the coast population of Ireland 
have still contined in the same state of inactivity in which the present enactments found them, and from 
which the bounty system has principally tended to rescue them. 

The Commissioners conceive their can be no stronger proof of the truth of this assertion, than the 
progressive increase of the number of men annually engaged in the Fisheries of this country. The 
first satisfactory return of this nature which the Commissioners could obtain, was for the year ending 
the 5th of April, 1822, when the number so occupied (as will appear by a reference to their Report 
of that year) were 36,192. In the succeeding year this number was increased to 44,892 ; and in the 
present year, of which this Report treats, there will be found a still further increase, giving a total of 
49,448. If we add to these the number of persons to whom the Fisheries in other respects give em- 
ployment in their respective trades of carpenters, ropemakers, salt manufacturers, coopers, importers 
of pitch, tar, hemp, &c., we shall find them diffusing employment and subsistence in a most extensive 
and beneficial degree. Such facts, then, coupled with the notorious poverty of the fishermen of Ire- 
land, are conclusive, in the minds of the Commissioners, as to the necessity of continuing those 
bounties which, for the short time they have been in operation, have done so much towards advancing 
the Fisheries of this country, and rendering them ultimately conducive to objects of obvious national 
importance. The question, therefore, in their opinion, is not as to whether an annual sum of money, 
disposed of in bounties, should make a productive pecuniary return, but whether money so bestowed 
as to relieve poverty, promote industry, increase the general supply of food, and furnish a main sup- 
ply of naval strength, be not a most politic as well as benevolent application of a portion of the public 
funds, producing moral and political results greatly paramount to any pecuniary consideration. 

Of the great capabilities of the Irish Fisheries, the members who now compose this Board have 
been long convinced ; but the principal impediments which formerly paralized those capabilities, 
were, first, the extreme poverty of its coast population ; and, secondly, the want of some legis- 
lative encouragement in aid of the feeble efforts of pauperism. To remedy these, the statute of 
the 59th of Geo. III. was accordingly enacted, granting bounties on the cure of certain fish, and vesting 
in Commissioners powers to frame regulations for rendering those bounties effective. The bounties 
so granted have already excited a spirit of industry fully tantamount to every reasonable expectation ; 
salutary regulations have been framed, orderly conduct has been introduced where only lawless vio- 
lence before existed, and the Fisheries (as subsequent parts of this Report will prove) have expe- 
rienced a considerable extension, even on those parts of the coasts where the bounties have not as yet 
come into operation. 

The Commissioners now beg leave to enter into the detail of their principal proceedings within the 
present year, after which they mean to close their Report with a comparative statement of the Irish 
Fisheries, as with reference to each year since their institution in July, 1819, to the year ending the 
5th April, 1824. 

By the 66th section of the 59th of George III., cap. 109, a sum of money, not exceeding £5000 
per annum, was placed at the disposal of the Commissioners, for the encouragement of the coast Fish- 
eries of Ireland, under such rules and regulations as to them might appear best calculated for the fur- 
therance of that object. 

Conceiving it, however, their duty to await the operation of the present Fishery Acts, before they 
decided on the precise modes of applying those funds, the Commissioners could not, until after an 
experience of two seasons, satisfactorily determine on such applications of it as may prove most con- 
ducive to the success of their objects. 

Having accordingly solicited and obtained froHi the Lords of the Treasury the arrears of this fund 
(with the exception of £568 9s. lie?., paid for repairs of poor fishermen’s boats which were, for the 
reasons before stated, suffered to lapse in the years 1819 and 1820,) the Commissioners appointed the 
earliest convenient period for holding a special meeting, as well to decide finally on the particular 
modes of application, as to determine on what proportions of that fund should be allocated to each 
object respectively. The meeting commenced their operations on the 8th of January last, and conti- 
nued (with very little intermission) to meet from day to day, until the whole of the fund restored to 
them by the Lords of the Treasury (together with the fund of 1823) had been set apart to their 
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intended purposes, and in such proportions as seemed adapted to the importance of each particular 
object. 

The allocations were as follows, viz. : — £ s. d. 

For the completion of certain piers in the west and south of Ireland, already con- 
structed in part ... ... , ... ... ... ...2,040 0 

For constructing such new safety harbours on the eastern, western, and northern 
coasts of Ireland, as had been .recommended by the engineer and principal fishery 
officers __•••_ _ ... ... ... ... .. 7,787 10 0 

For building an improved description of hookers, smacks, and yawls suitable to the 
Fisheries, of the southern and south western coasts of Ireland, chiefly on the principal 
of loan, repayable by instalments, and applicable to similar uses ... ... 3,800 0 0 

For repairing the boats of the eastern province belonging to poor fishermen, partly 
by grant or gift, and partly by loan ; such aid to be given, in either instance, in ma- 
terials at prime cost, and not in money ... ... ... ... ... 800 0 0 

For encouraging fishing companies on a small scale, in the hope of prosecuting the 
Fisheries on the more remote and poorer parts of the coast, and gradually introducing 
capital therein .. ... ... ... ... ... ... 800 0 0 

Although it would be unreasonable to expect that every point of the coasts of Ireland could have 
as yet received substantial and obvious advantages from the very short period the existing bounties 
have been in force, yet the Commissioners have sincere satisfaction in knowing that advantages, not 
only substantial, but strikingly manifest, have been experienced in many quarters, where but a short 
period since poverty and lawless violence had existed. These improvements appear to have principally 
taken place in the southern and western districts. 

Previous to the year 1820, the fishing boats of Dungarvan, one of the principal stations in the 
south of Ireland, had no inducement to catch fish beyond the limited quantity required for the con- 
sumption of the town. If the fishing of one day supplied this quantity, the remainder of the week was 
spent in utter idleness at home, where there was neither encouragement or facilities for curing, or 
purchasers for the surplus ; but in the present state of the fisheries of Dungarvan, the aspect of things 
is far different ; salt importers and manufacturers are now settled there, and a certain market esta- 
blished for the purchase of any quantity of fish. On these points the Inspector General observes, 
“ Instead, therefore, of spending the greater part of the week in listless indolence at home, they now 
proceed to sea, conscious that the supply cannot exceed the demand ; desirous of catching as large a 
quantity as possible, they return from the fishing ground about the middle of the week, throw the 
fish out on the quay to their wives and children, and frequently go to sea agmn without a moment’s 
delay; then come the jolters (purchasers) from the inland towns, and when they are amply supplied at 
a fair price, the ciirers come next and take the surplus, be it ever so large,” Sic. 

He further observes, “ That the consequences of this management are, first, a steady demand at all 
times for the fish taken, when it was formerly notorious, that the fishermen were in the habit of de- 
stroying a part of what they had caught when the supply was, as they thought, too abundant^ secondly, 
that every man, woman, and child in the town, who is disposed to work, may be at all times employed ; 
thirdly, that the inland poor participate in the advantages of the bounty, by having an abundance of 
wholesome food, on very cheap terms, and at all times.” 

In reporting on the district of Kinsale, in the South of Ireland, he observes, “ the benefit of the 
new laws are now admitted by the Kinsale fishermen, and they seem disposed to avail themselves of 
ilicm to the fullest extent. Three vessels went from thence this season to fish on the Galway Coast, 
and brought back full cargoes.” 

Such, then, are the promising appearances exhibited by two of the most important fishing stations 
in the South of Ireland, where, but three or four years before, the fisheries had sunk into nearly 
total decay. Hud there been no legislative encouragement to re-animate the almost lifeless fisheries 
of Ireland, the little portion of existence they then exhibitted in 1819 and 1820, would be, by this 
period, have most probably become altogether extinct. 

With respect to the general improvement of the Fisheries on the Western Coasts of Ireland, 
where the distresses of 1822 made their principal ravages, the Commissioners have every reason to 
feel satisfied. In the districts of Westport and Galway particularly, the fisheries have made the most 
rapid advances, and promise to continue those improvements, if not checked by unexpected impe- 
tiiments. 

When the first returns were made to the Board, of the number of boats and men engaged in the 
Fisheries of Ireland, for the season of 1821, those from the Westport district were 886 boats, and 
3,607 men ; but no satisfactory return of the fish cured in bulk. In the succeeding season of 1822, 
the returns from the same district were, 1,001 boats, (being an increase of 1 15) 4,010 men, (being an 
increase of 403 ;) and a quantity of herrings cured in bulk, nearly tantamount to 5,500 barrels. In 
the present season, of which this Report treats, the returns from that district are, 1,242 boats, (being 
an increase of 241 ;) 4,971 men, (being an increase of 961 ;) and a quantity of Herrings cured in 
bulk, nearly equal to 10,500 barrels, (being an increase of 5,000 barrels.) 

It would, indeed, be an ungrateful return towards that most chaiutable body, the London Tavern 
Committee, if the Board of Irish Fisheries passed by an opportunity (but particularly one so impor- 
tant) of joining their portion of gratitude to the general feeling of their countrymen, towards that 
munificent body. Through the medium of their exclusive liberality, a fund has been established in 
that district for the repairs of poor fishermen’s boats, on the principle of loan, annually reproductive 
and applicable to the same object. In order, however, to render this fund reproductive, security for 
the repayment was quite essential. This at first created some impediment to any immediate benefit 
from the fund, but the general integrity of the fishermen gradually induced their landlords and others 
to step forward in their behalf, and the result is, that from the period the fund came fairly into opera- 
tion, (about twelve or thirteen months since,) to the present day, there were nearly 450 boats repaired, 
at an average cost of about £2 12s. each, probably because the aid solicited was not given in any in- 
stance in money, but in materials, at prime cost. 

With respect to the district of Galway, (which, with the Westport district, nearly embraces the 
whole of the western coast of Ireland) the Commissioners have the satisfaction to find that improve- 
ments even beyond their expectations have been experienced in that important station since the last 
season. Galway is the only district, as yet, on the western coast of Ireland, into which the bounties 
have found their way, and the results may be estimated by the following comparative statement of its 
Fisheries, since the present enactments came into operation. In the first season of 1819> (the first 
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year of this establishment,) there does not appear to have been any Herrings cured in forbounty. 

In the second season of 1820, Galway made its first, though weak effort, having cured fifteen barrels 
for the bounty. In tbe third season of 1821, the number cured for bounty were IfiSj barrels. In the 
fourth season of 1822, the number amounted to 2,195 barrels. In the fifth or present season, the 
number of barrels on which bounty was claimed and paid, amounted to 8202. _ r , r- i 

An annual increase equally gratifying, of the men and boats engj^ed in the fisheries of the Galway 
district, will appear in the following statement. The first satisfactory return of this nature that the 
Board of Fisheries were able to procure, was for the season of 1821, when the number of boats were 
found to be 1,290, and the number of men 5,624. In the succeding season of 1822, the returnswere, 
1,442 boats, (being an increase of 132,) and 6,228 men, (being an increase of 604.)_ In the present 
season of 1823, (of which this Report treats) the returns are 1,702 boats, (being an increase of 260,) 
and 6,975 men,' (being an increase of 747.) 

The Inspector General, in his last report on the fisheries of this district, states, “ that the number of 
boats which constitute the increase of this year, have been built within that period, and principally at 
those places where piers have been erected.” ... ... 

The Commissioners cannot close their statement of the Galway district without again adverting to 
that charitable body the London Committee, through whose munificence a similar fund with that al- 
ready in operation in the Westport district, has been established for the poor fishermen of the coast of 
Galway. The benefits likely to be experienced from the operation of this fund may be tolerably well 
appreciated, when it is stated, that in the course of little more than one year nearly 450 boats have been 
repaired, at an average cost of about £2 18s. Qd. per boat ; the aid in every instance being given in 
materials and not in money. , „ , , . , . . c i . 

In pursuance of the recommendation made by the Board, and alluded to in their r^ort ot last year, 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant has been pleased to appoint three additional officers, who have 
been stationed in the new districts of Glandore, Clogher, and Sligo. . i .u 

From tbe recency of those appointments, no important effects could fairly be as yet expected ; the 
results, however, have been sufficiently conspicuous in the new district of Sligo, to claim their share of 
notice in this Report. , - , . . 

Previous to the formation of this place into a distinct district, no fish of any description were cured 
in that port, or on the adjacent coasts for bounty ; but since it became a distinct station (about a period 
of four months) regular fish eurers have established themselves there, and 935 barrels have been cured 
and branded for bounty. . , , , , 

The number of vessels engaged this year in the open sea Herring Fishery exceeds that so occupied 
in any former season. This, the Commissioners are of opinion, is attributable to the high rate oi 
bounty, which has gradully induced the adventurers hitherto engaged in the Cod and Ling fish- 
eries, to desert the less profitable avocation for that which holds out a higher inducement to specum- 
tion. In the instance of the Cod and Ling, or (as it is otherwise denominated) the white fishery, the 
rate of bounty is but £1 per ton on the vessel’s admeasurement, not, however, to be allowed on more 
than sixty tons ; whereas in the open sea Herring fishery, the rate of bounty allowed b^the 1st oi 
Geo. IV., cap. 82, is £3 per ton, and on the same quantum of tonnage _as in the white fishery. It is 
true, the expense of outfit in the one case greatly exceeds that which is required in the other; and 
consequently it may, perhaps, be but an equitable consideration, to proportion the bounty to the dif- 
ference of expenditure necessarily incurred in the prosecution of each species of fishery, buch, at 
least, is the view which the Board of Fisheries have taken of the case ; and under this impression they 
have prepared a bill of amendments which, with other points oi no less importance to the Fisheries, 
contains a modification of the tonnage bounty, as now in force in the open sea Herring fishery, calcu- 
lated, in their opinion, to increase the exertions of the fisherman. _ The modification proposed con- 
sisted both in a reduction of the rate of bounty now in force, and in a redurtion of the quantum ot 
tonnage on which that bounty is now claimable. Instead of £3 per ton, the Commissioners proposed 
£2, with a discretionary power, however, of awarding the additional pound, or any part thereof, in 
cases of increased and successful exertion; and instead of leaving sixty tons as the m^mium quantity 
entitled to bounty, the Commissioners proposed forty -five, which they considered as abuiidant.y remu- 
nerating the speculator. 

With respect to the coast survey which was commenced in 1820, further progress has been made 
during the last season. , . , , . , 

The Commissioners have only further to remark, that in addition to the increase of bounty fish 
cured this season, a still more considerable increase has taken place in the quantity of bulk fish cured 
along the whole range of the Irish coasts. 



1 Signed) 



DONEGAL. GEORGE HAMILTON. 

JOHN O. VANDELEUR. HENRY K. PAINE. 

B. B. WOODWARD. 



Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 19th April, 1824. 

In their Report of last season, the Commissioners gave a short sketch of the different projects which 
seemed to them best calculated to give effect to that section of the 59th of the late King, cap. 109, winch 
places at their disposal the annual sum of £5,000 for the promotion of the Coast Pisheries of Ireland. 

Amongst the measures most likely to advance this object were the cbnstruction of small piera, quays, 
and safety harbours, the building of hookers, smacks, and small boats, suitable to the Fisheries ot the 
different districts, the repairs of poor fishermen’s boats, and the promotion of small fishing companies, 
so as to give an impulse to more important establishments of this nature. 

On the first head, (the erection of small piers, &c.,) the Commissioners beg to observe tlia.t some 
of those works have been since completed, and others in progress, but the difficulty of procuring the 
necessary contributions from those whose private interests must be promoted by their erection, has 
tended in some measure to retard the progi-ess of similar works, which, if executed, must prove ot 
equal utility to the Coast Fisheries of Ireland. 

On the next head, (the building of hookers, smacks, &c.,) proceedings for carrying this measure into 
effect, have been taken, and the project seems to promise very satisfactory results. As there is, how- 
ever, a material difference in the principles laid down for the application of the funds allocated to tfie 
hooker and smack building, the Commissioners beg leave to enter somewhat into the detail of the arrange- 
ments decided on for their construction, and ultimate application. _ . , •> i ^ .v, 

The arrangement Imd down for the building of hookers, (a species of boat peculiarly adapted to t e 
Southern Fisheries) was a grant of one-fourth their estimated cost to such adventurers as were dis- 
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posed to build the same, conformable to an approved plan, and to supply the remaining three-fourths ilepom of Vie lou 
from their own private means. Commissioners y the 

The arrangement for the smack and small boat building was formed exclusively on the principle of i-ishenes. 

loan, repayable by instalments, at stated times, so as that the whole may be liquidated at the expira- Lobes for Smacks and 
tion of a certain period, when the boat will become the property of the fisherman. In the meantime, Small 
the proceeds of each instalment are to be applied to similar uses, thereby adding annually to the num- 
ber of boats, and consequently multiplying the means of employment and food. 

On the third head (the repairs of poor fishermen’s boats) the Commissioners beg to observe, that Loans for repairing 
loan funds for this desirable object have been established in many of the maratime counties, and es- Boats, 
sential benefits experienced from them in those quarters where local difficulties have not tended to 
impede their prompt operation. Those difficulties are, however, every day diminishing, and as the 
principle on which this species of aid is given renders repayment, by easy instalments, absolutely ne- 
cessary, the benefits arising from such loan funds become thereby perpetuated. 

With respect to the fourth head, (the encouragement of small fishing companies,) the Commissioners FisliiiigCompanies do- 
entertain sanguine hopes that the speculative spirit of the times will tend to the establishment of fishing sirable, 
companies on a more extended scale than was originally contemplated by them. By such associations, 
the productive fishing banks which surround the coasts of Ireland, may be fmrly tried ; but which, from 
want of capital and suitable craft, have hitherto been but imperfectly ascertained, and only casually 
visited. 

The Commissioners have to state, with much regret, the diminution which has taken place in the Diminished supply of 
white fishery of the last year, (particularly on the southern coast,) and without any apparent cause. Cod, Ling. &c. 
save the uncertainty which must ever attend the return of such fish as periodically visit the coasts of 
this country. The success, however, of the preceding years, justifies the hope of a more abundant Expected improve- 
fishery next season ; and the Commissioners expect that the measures they have adopted for the en- T 
couragemont of the hooker and smack building, will tend materially to render the Hake Fishery (the * 
cliief Fishery of the South) a more productive source of industry than heretofore. It is, however, j 
•with unfeigned satisfaction the Commissioners have to state the gradual increase in the Herring Fish- 
ery of this season ; the excess over last season amounts to ] 3,776 barrels. 

With respect to the coast survey adverted to in former Reports, much additional progress has been Coast Survey, 
made, and a good deal of interesting information obtained, as to the fishing banks along the Western 
Coast. The Board, have, however, directed a suspension of its further prosecution for the present, 
until they shall have given a due portion of attention to the information it contains, and the sugges- 
tions held out in it. 

Although the regulations adopted by the Board, for the peaceable and legal prosecution of the fish- Disturbances among 
cries, have tended much to the attainment of that object, yet, a spirit of outrage wdl at times break tbe Dungarvaii Fish 
out, and call for the interference of the powers vested in the Commissioners, under the Act of the 
59 th of the late King, cap. 109- Were it not for the occasional exercise of those powers, that vast 
and productive Fishery, which periodically occurs on the Western Coast of Ireland, would be rendered 
of little moment, by the turbulent spirit, which, prior to the formation of this establishment, had 
nearly destroyed the once flourishing Fisheries of the Bay of Galway. A similar spirit lately evinced 
itself in the south, at Dungarvan, and would have probably produced the most serious consequences, 
were it not for the timely interference of the Board, aided by the local magistracy of the place, and 
the very judicious conduct of Mr. Barry, the Inspector-General of Fisheries for the Southern Pro- 
vince, whom the Boardfouud it necessary to send there for that especial purpose. In order to enforce 
their regulations for the protection of the Southern Fisheries, the Commissioners were compelled to 
liire the services of a small-decked boat, for the better portion of the summer, and found the 
measure of great benefit in maintfuning order, and preventing illegal and destructive modes of fishing. 

The Commissioners have much satisfaction in perceiving the improvement which has taken place Improvement in the 
in the fisheries of some part of the coast, where the districts (originally too extensive) have been divi- Fisheries at Kiilalla. 
(led, and the duties of the officer confined to a reasonable extent of shore, more immediately within Mayo, 
the scope of his powers to manage. The following extract of a letter from the Lord Bishop of Kii- 
lalla -vvill prove satisfactory on this head : “ When in Dublin, you were pleased to furnish me with all 
the papers necessary to explain to the people here (Kiilalla) the encouragements given to the fish- 
eries, and the regulations to be observed. On my return to Kiilalla, I made the undertaking a sub- 
ject of conversation with the gentlemen of my neighbourhood — had the papers sent from house to 
house, that all might road them, and then to the merchants of this town. The people also, who go 
out in the boats, had full information. The efficient officer of the Board has duly attended, and the 
consequence has been such as must prove satisfactory to them — to me it is very gratifjdng. lam also 
assured by many, that more Herrings have been taken this year than in the twenty years preceding ; 
that besides the local supply, abundance was sent into the interior of the country, many miles distant ; 
and by the return of your officer, it will be seen, that a large quantity of well-saved fish is in casks, 
ready for exportation. Such a thought never occurred to the people here, before, and this is their 
first attempt. I contemplate, with pleasure, the probability of its leading to a far more extended 
fishery, when the proper vessels for the deep sea, and tackle shall be acquired. Certainly, a multitude 
of people has been greatly benefited by what has been done, &e. &c.” 

The Commissioners observe, with much pleasure, a further increase in the number of men engaged increase in the nuin- 

in the Irish Fisheries, as taken from the local officers’ customary returns to the 5th April last. The |)er of Fishermen, 

gross number stated in the Report of their last year’s proceedings (season 1823,) was 49,448. The 
number given in the present Report, is 52,482, being an increase of 3,034 men. 



(Signed) J. 0. VANDELEUR. 

VAL. O’CONNOR. 
GEORGE HAMILTON. 
Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 12th May, 1825. 



HENRY R. PAINE. 
B. B. WOODWARD. 



The erection of fishery piers and the formation of small safety harbours, where natural shelter is not Report for 1825 
to be found, have occupied much of the Commissioners’ consideration, but however useful (and their 
utility cannot be questioned) those works may prove in advancing the Fisheries, they have been much Mdefv'co'nirib?^^ 
impeded in their progress by local difficulties, chiefly arising from the impossibility of procuring the fur the Erection of 
necessary contributions in aid of their formation or ttieir future repairs, as prescribed by tlie Act of the Tiers, aud future fte- 
5th Geo. IV. cap. 64. These impediments, it is much to be lamented, too often occur, not only on pairs. 

D 
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those parts of the coast where poverty predominates, but where capability is manifest. And yet the 
Commissioners are not without hope that ever3' season will tend to their gradual removal, and conse- 
quently to an extension of the Fisheries, as well as a corresponding amelioration in the condition of the 
coast population. 

The Commissioners have not as yet judged it expedient to resume the prosecution of the Coast 
Survey, adverted to in all the former Reports, and which was instituted at the commencement of this 
establishment, for the furtherance of fishery objects. It has, however, been so far effected as to com- 
prehend nearly two-thirds of the whole of the Irish coast, and the details of a principal portion of it 
have already appeared in the shape of an Appendix, to the fourth and sixth Reports of the Commis- 
sioners of Irish Fisheries to the Honourable the House of Commons. Some charts appertaining to 
this survey have been published for the use of the Fisheries, and sought after with much earnestness. 
A few more are in the hands of the engraver, comprehending some of the most interesting bays on the 
western and north-western coasts ; namely, Galway, Clew, and Killalla Bays. 

The funds set apart for the building an improved description of fishing boats, (as mentioned more 
particularly in the Commissioners Report to Parliament for 1 823,) are now on the eve of being carried 
into active operation ; the necessary preparations are nearly made, and a supply of materials about to 
be purchased ; and were the Commissioners to rest their expectations on the representations of those 
intrusted with the management of these funds, they have every right to calculate on important 
benefits. 

From the establishment of loan funds to assist poor fishermen in the repairs of their boats, the Com- 
missioners have to report the most beneficial results. The aid in this case being furnished in mate- 
rials and not in money, precludes the possibility of any misapplication of the relief afforded. For the 
means of carrying such institutions into effect, the Commissioners are exclusively indebted to the Lon- 
don Committee, who placed, in 1822, a sum of money under their management for the promotion of 
this object. The details of those institutions are transmitted to the London Committee (now direc- 
tors of the Irish Loan Fund) in periodical Reports from this Board, and it is with extreme satisfaction 
the Commissioners have to state, that in the management of such portion of the money as they have 
been enabled to superintend through the medium of their own officers, the benefits have even exceeded 
their expectations, and have proved so far satisfactory to the donors of the funds as to induce them to 
transmit to the Board a resolution expressive of their thanks. 

The disposition to outrage and destructive modes of fishing, although considerably subdued, will 
sometimes evince itself in places where local interests are suffered to be affected by either its suffer- 
ance or suppression. 

The evil is however rapidly abating, but every year’s experience more fully demonstrates the neces- 
sity of continuing a controlling body, legally vested with sufficient means of enforcing the observance 
of salutary regulations, as well as with the power of making and varying those regulations so as to meet 
local peculiarities. The Commissioners have often found it expedient to exercise such powers as are 
vested in them under the Act of the 59th Geo. III. cap. 109, for the attainment of this object, by oc- 
casionally hiring the services of a small decked boat and crew, whose exertions have tended much 
to the restoration of order, and the prevention of illegal and injurious fishing on the southern coast of 
Ireland. 

The increase of men and craft as taken from the officers’ returns for the present season, is considera- 
ble, and sufficiently demonstrates the general improvement in the Fisheries of this country, as well as 
their vast importance in promoting national industry, and in furnishing employment and wholesome 
subsistence to many thousands. 

(Signed) HENRY R. PAINE. B. B. WOODWARD. 

GEO. HAMILTON. VAL. O’CONNOR. 

DENIS BROWNE. 

Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 4th May, 1826. 

In order to promote a more active and profitable prosecution of the Fisheries throughout the whole 
of the coast of Ireland, the Commissioners resolved to minutely revise the state of their funds, to dis- 
appropriate all unclaimed grants, to ascertain what portion of these funds had accumulated under the 
6Gth section of the Act of the 59th of Geo. III., cap. 109, (which authorized them to apply the money 
in any way they considered best calculated to encourage and promote the Coast Fisheries,) and what 
portion of them had accrued since the passing of the Act of the 5th Geo. IV. cap. 64, which restricted 
the application of all future grants to two specific objects, namely, the erection and repairs ofpiersand 
quays, and the repairs of poor fishermen’s boats. 

Having accordingly entered into the proposed revision, and having obtmned the opinion of their 
counsel as to the extent of their powers over the money which accumulated under the 66th section of 
the first mentioned Act, the Commissioners found themselves enabled to appropriate the sum of 
£10,000 to the formation of a General Fishery Loan Fund, by means of which the wants of the poor 
fisherman on every part of the coast of Ireland may be relieved, either by supplies of materials neces- 
sary for the repairs of his boat, or of hooks, lines, netting, and other fishing apparatus requisite for the 
prosecution of his trade as a fisherman, or by being provided with a new boat, the cost of which is 
defrayed in the first instance from the fund in question. 

The repayment of the value of the materials, and of the fishing tackle thus supplied, is povided for 
by a promissory note passed by the fisherman, with two sureties, payable at twelve months after date, 
and subject to an interest of five per cent, to cover losses and incidental expenses, 
s The repayment of the cost of a new boat is provided for in a similar way, with the exception of in- 
terest, to which the grantee is not made liable, from the consideration that during the progress of build- 
ing, the fisherman derives no advantage from the boat, and therefore should only be charged with the 
actual cost which the shipwright by agreement is entitled to. Besides, the Commissioners do not ad- 
vance the whole cost in this case as in the former instance of materials and fishing tackle supplied, but 
defray the amount by gradual payments, according as such portions of the work are certified by the 
officers and grantee to be satisfactorily executed, as would fairly entitle the shipwright to a propor- 
tionate payment. 

From the recency of these arrangements, the Commissioners are unable to lay any thing material 
before the public in the way of results; but from the anxiety evinced by the fishermen on most 'part 
of the coast, the Commissioners feel justified in entertaining sanguine hopes of the ultimate success of 
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this fund. A refnrence to Appendix No. 9* will explain more fully its nature as well as the condi- 
tions under which it may be made available to the promotion of industry throughout the entire coast, 
and the consequent extension of the Fisheries of this country. _ _ _ 

As two loan funds upon different principles would be likely to cause confusion and inconvenience in 
iheir operation, the Commissioners have directed their officers to call in the loans outstanding 
the fund committed to their management by the London Committee in 1822, and they hope 1® 
tain the concurrence of that body to the engrafting the same upon the General Fishery Loan Fund 
before mentioned, so as that the whole may be conducted upon the same common principles. 

The Coast Survey, adverted to in the former Reports of the Commissioners, has not been resumed ; 
but the last report of Mr. Alexander Nimmo, the civil en^neer employed in this service, will be found 
annexed. 

The fishery piers which have been already erected, as well as those which mb now in progress on 
various parts of the coast of Ireland, have also engrossed much of the Commissioners attention. Mr. 
James Donnell, the engineer employed (as occasion may require) in this particular service, was directed 
to make a tour of inspection round the coast, and furnish the Commissioners with a report on the pre- 
sent state of those works, as also with his suggestions on the measures he considered either necessary 
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• Extract from the Appendix referred to:— Fisbkbv Loan Fukp.— The Commissioners have, out of the sarmgs 
which have arisen from former appropriations of their funds, been able to allot the sum ot £10.000, to beSormedinto a 
loan fund, for the purpose of extending and improving the coast fisheries of Ireland; said sum to be expended, toret.m 
Msslstin-’ poor and indnstrions fishermen to procure fishing tackle, and articles for the repair and outfit of their boats ; 
.secoudlv, in advancing capital for building a limited number of model-boats, for such parts of the coast as shall be 
capable^ of affording shelter and protection to a larger and better deecriplion of boat than that which is to be found there 

*'*Anv^poor and mdustrious fishermai] who may wish to avail himself of this loan, must apply in the first instance to 
the local Inspector of this district, who will furnish him, gratis, with a printed form, which he must carry to any neigh- 
bourin"' magistrate, or other gentleman to whom he may be known, or to the nearest clergpian of any rehgious persua- 
sion some one of whom must certify upon the said printed form, in a pldce prepared lor that purpose, that the lisher- 
inao so anolving is a poor and indnstrions mao, deserving of assistance, and likely, from the produce of ms labour, to re 
able to repay any sm& sum that might he granted to him in the way of loan. The fisherman havmg obtained this 
recommendation in bis favour, must return the document to the local Inspector. « 

Tlie local Inspector having thus got the recommendation in favour of the fislierman, and hemg satisfied of its suih- 
cieuev will then proceed to inquire into the nature and extent of his wants. If the fisherman should appear to want 
fii^e articles only which are known by the name of fishing tackle, or should want the materials for repairing a small 
boat, the local Inspector will he authorised to grant an order for such articles and materials as vnll amount m value to 
anv sum not exceeding £4 ; but should the fisherman so applying appear to want materials for the repairs of a larger 
descrintion of boat, the local Inspector will in that case he allowed to extend his order to any sum not exceeding £10. 
Where boats and vessels shall require repairs, the expense of which will be likely to exceed this sum, a special _appli(^ 
tion must be made to the Board. The order to be given to the fisherman will be addressed to any person residmg in, 

oi- contiguous to the district, who shall trade in any of the above articles required for his use. 

The Cninmissioners, desirous of ascertaining the nearest place to every part of the coast from which these articles can 
he eTuinhed on the cheaiiest terms, have by public notice requested all persons dealing in any of them, to send into 

thdr office, as soon as possible, a list of such of these articles as they c?” '■“""'•'’’■•“''v sunulv. and the nrices at which 



n respectively supply, and the prices at which 

lUt^of^e"^sons dealing in those articles will be registered in the Fishery Office of every district, out of whom 
the fisherman w ill be allowed to choose any individual shopkeeper or trader upon whom he would wish to have an order 
for the articles ho wants ; and as the bills of all the traders and shopkeepers from whom any of these arhcles shall be 
imrchased. will be put into course of payment by the Commissioners on the first of evei-y »o“tli, which is equal to 
^h they expect that a proportionate abatement will be made in the price of every arUcle offered to be supplied. 

The locsd iLpectnr, at the same time that he gives to any fisherman an order on a shopkeeper for articles to a,ny 
•riven amount, wrill require from him a note, with two securities joined therem, for the same amount, payable to the 
Secretary of the Connmssioners of the Irish Fisheries, at the expiration of twelve months, with mterest thereon at five 

^ The^local Inspector has been instructed to select for these loans such indiriduals only as shall appear from the 
requisite certificate, combined with his own knowledge of them, to bedesenmgof encouragement and assistance ; 
but if anv unsuccessful applicant may be disposed to remonstrate against the rejection of his apphcatiou by the local 
Insiiector, he must apply to the Inspector General of the district, who will inquire mto the matter, and interfere, if it 

he neces^^j^^ proprietors and others who feel an interest in the extension of the Fisheries m those places where the 
articles above inmevated cannot be conveniently had, could not more effectually serve the fishermen about them, than 
bv establishing, at their own expense, depots in such places for the storage and sale of such materials. 

^Anv person wishing to obtain a loan for building a boat, must apply in the first instance to the local Inspector of his 
district,^ who will furnish him gratis with o printed form, which he must cany to any neighbounng magistrate, or other 
trei.tlcmim. to whom ho may be known, or to the nearest clergyman of any religious perenasion, some one ot whom 
must certifvupou the said printedfonn, in aplace prepared for that purpose, that the fisherman so applying is a prer 
and industrious man, likely to repay asum to lie advanced for a boat, and therefore a fit and proper person to receive 
from the Commissioners a boat of the description therein named. . , , t . . „ . 

The fisherman having obtained this recommendation in his favour, is to return it to the local Inspector, who must 
make his report thereon, stating whetlier the apphc.mit is or is not, in his opimon, a person to whom ho would recom- 
mmd a loa£ to be made toward^ enabling him to hnild a boat, and if he does, the descripUon and tonnage of the boat 
he would recommend to he bmlt, and the amount per ton which such a boat, in his opinion, ought to cost. 

The report of the local Inspector is then to be forwarded by him to the Inspector General, who must transmit it to 
the Board in Dublin, with his observations thereon. _ . , , •„ v 

The Board, upon receiiiug and considering those reports, will determine on the persons to whom loans will be 
granted upon which the names of such persons will be ti-ansmitted to the local Inspectors, who will then notily m their 

respective districts, the names of the different persons to whom grants have been made. 

Upon this each grantee must himself look out for the most ehgible person convenient to ^ own residence, with 
whom suhiect to the approval of the Board, he is to contract for the boat. The price of the boat h.a^mg been agreed 
upon, and a contract having been executed thereon between the builder and the grantee, a note mustbe passed by the 
latter to the Secretary of the Commissioners, with two sureties joined therein, for the whole expense of the boat abou t 
to be built, payable at the expiration of twelve months from the date thereof. The grantee “ kis contract wiffi 

the builder, require the boat to be commenced and concluded within what shall bo considered by all parties a reasonable 
time - and as the building of the boat proceeds, the Board w ill make occasional advances of money to the contractor, 
agreeably to whatever may be the terms of the contractor in respect thereto. Each advance of money will he issued 
the joint certificate of the grantee, the Inspector General, and the local Inspector; every such certificate statmg 
tliat the progress made in the building of flie boat would justify such advance to be mad,e to the builder. The final 
pavment will not he made until the boat has been actually launched, and is so fully completed m point of 
[e'ready for an immediate prosecution of the Fisheries. Security will be required from the grantee, mat such boat 
«holl continue to he employed in the Fisheries for at least three years. , , , , . j . 

* * Several benevolent proprietors of estates, on diflerent parts of tho sea coast of Ireland, have announced to the 
Commissioners their readiness to contribute, in anyway that could he poiuted out to them, towoj-ds theexpense of pro- 
curing good and suitable boats for tlie poor and industrious fishermen who reside on tlieir properties. Such landed 
proprietors, or other charitable persons equally weU disposed to serve thorn, will he able, m strict couformity^with these 
Mrangemenbi, to carry into effect their benevolent intentions— first, by interesting themselves in lavpur ot the applica- 
tion of any person or persons they may consider most deserving of their relief ; next, by causing a vigilant attention to 
be paid to tie proper execution of the boat-building contracts ; and lastly, in assisting the fisherman whose note is 
about to become due, by contributing such sum towards the payment of it, a=- shall best accord wi h their " 

the fisherman’s ownmesms of meeting the demand on him, or tlie views they shall take of the extent of his claim upon 
their favour or support. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




20 ] 



APPEiNDIX TO THE FIRST REPORT OF THE 



liepca'ii of the laic for their repairs or calculated for their improvement. This report, which is hereto annexed, hasgreatlv 
of the facilitated the arrangements formed by the Commissioners for the furtherance of these objects, and 
■ nieasures were accordingly taken for their accomplishment through the medium of the public papers. 
The Plum^r gun brig . 1^® 7'^ attached to this department under the provisions of the Act of the 59th 

assigned to the Super- ^ap- 109, having been found too large for the purposes of protection where protection was 

intendent of the Fish- oftentimes most wanted, the Commissioners felt it expedient to discontinue her services, and notify the 
ones, found to be too same to the Lords of the Admiralty. ^ 

adopting, however, this proceeding, they beg to observe that they are not the less convinced of 
A smaller vessel *i®cessity of affording protection to the Fisheries, by the substitution of one or more smaller vf‘<’--''s, 

would bo useful. whose size would enable them to visit every creek and small bay where the Fisheries are.in.osc.;uted' 
and where the observance of order and legal fishing would oftentimes require to be enforced. 
Second-htod or re- On the first formation of this establishment, when poverty paralyzed every effort to improve and 
S'tted'for Uie'^^unty Fisheries of this country, the Commissioners felt it expedient to allow the use of re-coop- 

ered or second hand barrels in the Herring bounty fishery, provided such barrels were found by the 
officer on inspection to be good and sufficient for all the purposes of cure for home use. Barrels of 
this description were procured on cheaper terms than new ones, and the indulgence afforded much as- 
sistance to the small curer, in the early state of the Fisheries ; but the Commissioners having reason 
to think that it latterly led to attempts at fraud, were induced to issue an order prohibiting the brand- 
The branding of sucb ing of secondhand barrels for bounty in future, and requiring others perfectly new. This order, added 
^aijels stopped m to the gradual reduction of bounty on Herrings under the 5th of his present Majesty, cap. 64, may 
reasonably account for the diminution in the quantity of Herrings cured for bounty as with reference 
to the preceding year ; but from the number of men and craft engaged in the Fisheries, there is more 
reason to assert that an increase, rather than a relaxation of industry, has taken place in the prosecu- 
tion of the Fisheries of this country. 

During the last year the attention of the Commissioners was also devoted to the formation of a 
regular uniform system of conducting ihe business of this department in its several branches. The 
abilities of a member lately appointed to this Board, (now unavoidably absent,) and of much experi- 
ence in (he conduct of public business, have been applied with great and continued attention to the 
arrangements necessary for carrying the whole system into effect. The results of his skill and sugges- 
tions have greatly tended to simplify the transactions of the Commissioners, to improve their regula- 
tions for checking and controlling the officers of the establishment, and to give increased satisfaction to 
the fishermen and others connected with the department. 
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In the Report of the Commissioners which preceded this, they commenced their statement of the 
year’s proceedings with an account of the Irish Fishery Loan iFund, established by them out of the 
money which accumulated under the 66th section of the 59th Geo. III., cap. 109. 

The numerous and pressing demands of the fishermen for aid from this fund soon exhausted nearly 
tlm whole of the money set apart for it, and consequently obliged the Commissioners to prohibit their 
officers from issuing any more orders for supplies or repairs of boats, until the re-payments arising from 
the fishermen’s notes (now falling due) should recruit the fund sufficiently to admit of its being re- 
opened, and re-applied to the same useful purposes. ° 

Frorn the great anxiety with which the fishermen are looking to the period when the fund may he 
resumed, the Commissioners feel warranted in entertaining the same lively expectations of its ultimate 
success, as they ventured to express in their last year’s Report. 

In support of those expectations, they beg to present the following detmled statement of the nature 
and extent of the relief afforded by it in each of the local districts, comprehending altogether the whole 
of the coast of Ireland. ° 



Slig-o — The total number of boats repaired or supplied with fishery materials in this 
district was eighty-eight, at an average cost of £2 18«. lOrf. for each boat repaired 
or supjfiied. The total cost is 
Twenty-two new boats 

Killyhegs, Co. Donegal — The total number of boats repaired or supplied with fishery 
materials in this district, was eighty-eight, at an average cost of £4 7«. Id. for each 
boat repaired or supplied. The total cost is 

■Rathmullen, Co. Donegal — One new boat 

Belfas^Tha total number of boats repaired or supplied with fishery materials in this 
district was 139, at an average cost of £4 each boat. The total cost is 

Ardglaxs, Co. Down — The total number of boats repaired or supplied with fishery 
materials in this district, was 184, at an average costof £5 6s. 6ct. each boat. Total 
cost 

Three new boats 

Carlingford, Co. Louth — The total u.mber of boats repaired or supplied with fishery 
materials in this district, was 244, at an average cost of £4 3s. 6d. for each boat 
repaired or supplied. The total cost is 
One new boat cost £80 ; paid first instalment 

Balbriggan, Co. DuUin-—T\i<i total number of boats repaired or supplied with fishery 
materials in this district, was 126, at an average cost of £3 1 6s. for each boat re- 
paired or supplied. The total cost is 

Dxtbhi^Jhe total number of boats repaired or supplied with fishery materials in this 
district, was ninety-one, at an average cost of £3 8s. Ad. for each boat repaired or 
supplied. Total cost ... ... ... 

Two new boats 

Wexforcl—T'he total number of boats repaired or supplied with fishery materials in this 
district, was 154, at an average cost of £2 14s. lOt?. for each boat repaired or sup- 
plied. The total cost is ... ... ... .. ' 



£ s. d. 

259 0 0 
210 0 0 



385 10 0 
8 0 0 

556 6 10 



980 511 
22 16 0 



1018 13 6 
26 13 4 



478 10 0 



310 17 6 
105 0 0 



422 0 
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^ungarvan, Co. Waterford — The total number of boats repaired or supplied with £ s. 
fishery materials in this district, was twenty, at an average cost of £7 19#. 4d. for 
each boat repaired or supplied. The total cost is ... ... ... 159 7 

Kintale, Co. Cork — The total number of boats repaired or supplied with fishery ma- 
terials in this district, was eighty, at an average cost of £3 I6s. lOd. for each boat 
repaired or supplied. The total cost is ... ... ... ••• 307 9 

Glandore, Co. Cork — The total number of boats repaired or supplied with fishery ma- 
terials in this district, was fifty-nine, at an average cost of £3 for each boat re- 
paired or supplied. The total cost is ... ... ... ... 177 0 

i.vt ’''w boats ... ... ■■■ ••• ••• ••• ... 52 0 

Baltimore, Co. Cork — .The total number of boats repaired or supplied with fishery ma- 
terials in this district, was thirty-eight, at an' average cost of £2 19^. 2rf. for each 
boat repaired or supplied. The total cost is ... ... ... ... 112 9 

BAntry, Co. Cork — ^The total number of boats repaired or supplied with fishery ma- 
terials in this district, was 169, at an average cost of £2 Is. 2d. for each boat re- 
paired or supplied. The total cost is ... ... ... ••• 399 0 

Dingle, Co. Kerry — The total number of boats repaired or supplied with fishery ma- 
terials in this district, was 166, at an average cost of £3 for each boat repaired or 
supplied. The total cost is ... ... ... ••• ••• 498 5 

Two new boats ... ... ••• ••• ••• ••• 33 0 

I aleniia, Co. Kerry — The total number of boats repaired or supplied with fishery ma- 
terials in this district, was 101, at an average cost of £3 Is. lOrf. for each boat re- 
paired or supplied. The total cost is _ ••• ••• 312 3 

Kilrtish, Co. Clare — The total number of boats reptured or supplied with fishery ma- 
terials in this district, was twenty, at an average cost of £2 85. 4cf. for each boat 
repaired or supplied. The total cost is ... ”... ... 48 8 

Galway The total number of boats repaired or supplied with fishery materials in this 

district was 117, at an average cost of £4 U. 9(f- for each boat repaired or sup- 
plied. The total cost is ... ... ••• ••• ••• 478 5 

One new boat ... ■■■ •• ••• ••• ••• ••• 36 0 

Clifden, Co. Galway — The total number of boats repdred or supplied with fishery ma- 
terials in this district, was ninety-six, at an average cost of £3 7s. for each boat 
repaired or supplied. The total cost is ... ••• ••• ••• 324 14 

One new boat ... ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 3 0 

Westport, Co. Mayo^'T'oe total number of boats repaired or supphed with fishery ma- 
terials in this district, was 140, at an average cost of £2 l6s. 4rf. for each boat re- 
paired or supplied. The total cost is ... ... •• ••• 394 15 



Total, ... £8124 10 
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The Commissioners are induced to believe that in submitting tlie foregoing statement to the Go- 
vernment, they exhibit an interesting and pretty accurate account of the wants of the poorest (but 
most numerous) class of fishermen, of their disposition to avail themselves of any assistance, however 
small, that would aid them in the prosecution of an industrious occupation, and of the obvious neces- 
sity of encouraging that disposition by occasional aid from other resources than what their own slender 
and inadequate means would afford. Besides, whatever be the institution that tends to promote indus- 
trious habits, it must necessarily produce moral advantages ; and, in a country like Ireland, labouring 
under the burthen of a dense and poor population, that institution which tends in any degree to pro- 
duce those advantages becomes a fair subject for national consideration and legislative encouragement. 

A brief statement of the facts set forth in the foregoing account, will justify the Commissioners in 
the hopes already expressed by them, of the ultimate success of the Irish Fishery Loan Fund. On an 
examination of its details, there will appear no less than 2,120 cases of relief, either by repairs of boats 
or supplies of suitable apparatus, at the small cost of £7,623 Is. Zd., making an average of £3 1 Is. 1 Id. 
to each case ; and that thirty-eight new boats were built at a cost of £501 9s. 4<f., making an average 
per boat of £13 3s. lie?., and affording (at the rate of three men to each boat) employment and sub- 
sistence to the families of 114 additional fishermen. 

The Commissioners in their last year’s Report adverted to the fund committed to their management 
by the London Committee in 1822, and expressed their hope of obtaining the concurrence of that 
body to the engrafting it on the Irish Fishery Loan Fund before mentioned, so as that the whole might 
be conducted on the same common principles. Heretofore the application of this fund was limited by 
that body to the relief of fishermen residing in certain maritime districts, while other parts of the coast 
of Ireland, where poverty was equally prevalent, were excluded from any little benefits this fund might 
occasionally extend to them. Subject to such restrictions, the Commissioners, with the view of closing 
it, were necessarily compelled to demand all the outstanding debts, as two funds upon principles so dis- 
similar would be likely to cause much inconvenience in their operation ; the one having a general ap- 
plication, and the other a merely local one. They have accordingly called in the money, (with as little 
toss as could reasonably be expected,) and are awaiting the reply of the body now representing the 
Loudon Committee, to the proposition made them for the inco ^oration of the two funds, so as to 
render the joint amount of both generally available to the wants of the whole coast of Ireland. 

The coast survey mentioned in all the former Reports of the Commissioners has not been resumed, 
objections having been raised to the prosecution of local surveys, the value of which would be super- 
seded by the great and minute work now carrying on under the orders of his Royal Highness the 
Lord High Admiral. 

The Commissioners have directed much of their attention to the construction of fishery piers and 
quays, the applications for which would require funds far exceeding any at their disposal ; whenever 
these applications come under their consideration, they can only select from that number a few of those 
which may appear most important to the Fisheries. 

69,326 persons (including fishermen) are engaged in various trades and employments connected with 
fhe Fisheries. 

(Signed) JOHN O. VANDELEUR. V. O'CONNOR. 

DENIS BROWNE GEORGE WOODS. 

HENRY R. PAINE. GEO. HAMILTON. 
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The Commissioners, previously to giving an account of their last year’s proceedings, consider it 
their duty to direct the attention of the Government and the Legislature, to the approaching termi- 
nation of the present Fishery Laws, and the expediency of guarding gainst the injurious effects of a 
too sudden discontinuance of established regulations, which have already produced considerable ad- 
vantages in the maritime districts of Ireland, and promise still more extensive prospective benefits. 
The Act of the 7th of Geo. IV. cap. 47, will expire on the 5th of April, 1830 ; but as the whole of 
the Commissioners’ dealings with the public, will not, in all probability, be wound up by that period, 
a considerable arrear of business must necessarily remain to be provided for, until finally disposed of. 
This arrear will consist of the completion of some of the piers and quays now in progress, or for the 
execution of which this Board has entered into engagement, and which will most probably not be 
finished by that period ; and also the collection of the outstanding debts, and making up the accounts 
of the Irish Fishery Loan Fund. 

Having now, as they conceive, discharged an indispensible duty, in soliciting the consideration of 
Government and the Legislature to the expediency of providing, by a timely arrangement, for the 
superintendence and final adjustment of the arrears Just mentioned, the Commissioners next proceed 
to present the account of their last year’s proceedings. 

The Irish Fishery Loan Fund consists of cash and securities amounting to £17,362 14s. Iff. Its 
objects have been fully set forth by the Commissioners, in their Report to Parliament for 1826 ; while 
a statement in detail of the benefits conferred by it, may be found in their subsequent or Ninth Re- 
port, presented last session. When that Report was submitted to the Legislature, the Irish Fishery 
Loan Fund was principally made up of the savings that accumulated under the 66th section of the 
59th of Geo. III. cap. 109, which placed under the management of the Commissioners the annual 
sum of £5,000, former currency of Ireland, “ to be applied by the Commissioners in the encourage- 
ment of the Coast Fisheries under such orders, rules, regulations and directions, as the said Com- 
missioners shall from time to time think fit to make for that purpose,” &c. &c. 

To these savings were added, the annual sum of £500, former currency of Ireland, pursuant to the 9th 
section of the 5th of Geo. IV. cap. 64, and subsequently, a further sum of £4,203 7». British, being sc 
much as has been collected of the sum of £5,000 British, committed to the management of the Commis- 
sioners, by the London Tavern Committee, in 1822, and now incorporated by authority of that body, 
with the other monies which constitute the Irish Fishery Loan Fund. 

From the foregoing sources, the Commissioners have been enabled to establish a Fund, which has 
already conferred important benefits on the poorer maritime districts of Ireland ; but as it is formed 
on the principle of reproduction, it necessarily follows, that a large portion of it must consist of secu- 
rities or promissory notes, which will remain outstanding on the 5th of April, 1830, and which will 
constitute a great portion of the arrears set forth in the commencement of this Report. 

From the early part of the year 1827, when the fund first came into operation, up to the 5th of 
April, 1829, (the day to which this Report is made up,) the gross amount of promissory notes passed 
by poor fishermen, for repairs of their boats, and supplies of fishery apparatus, is £11,871 9s., and 
the gross amount of notes passed for new boats, is £2,564 13s. 8c?., making altogether the sum of 
£14,436 2.9. 8rf., of which sum only £3,182 7s. is in arrear, and the remainder has not fallen due. 

Fishery Piers and Quays The Commissioners, having referred to their engineer, the Reports 

which they had procured from their local ofiicers, on the effects produced by the improvements which 
had been executed on the coast, now annex that officer’s Report ; and they have much satisfaction in 
particularly calling the attention of the Government to the following extracts from that document : — 
“ Houses and villages of an improved class, with schools, public establishments, post-office communi- 
cations, and other proofs of civilization, are progressively appearing in those uncivilized and seques- 
tered districts, heretofore only known as safe places for illicit distillation, smuggling, and other un- 
lawful practices.” He further states : — “ Notwithstanding the unusual heights of tides, concurrent 
with storms of unprecedented violence during last winter and spring, I have the satisfaction to state, 
that not a single casualty worthy of notice has occurred, either to the finished works, or to those in 
progress.” 

The Commissioners, in presenting the usual annual returns, which form a part of the appendix to 
this Report, think it necessary to remark, that although the amount of bounties paid in the Irish Fish- 
eries for the last season appears less than the sum paid in any former season, yet the diminution is 
chiefly attributable to the reduction which has annually taken place in the barrel and tonnage boun- 
ties, under the Act of the 5th of Geo. IV. cap. 64. The gradual extension, however, of the Fish- 
eries of Ireland for the last seven years, will appear obvious, by the following statement, showing a 
regular increase of fishermen engaged therein. Year ended 5th of April, 1822, 36,159; 1823, 
44,892; 1824, 49,448; 1825,52,482; 1826, 57,805; 1827, 58,044 ; 1828, 59,321 ; 1829, 63,421. 

The increase of each year over the preceding one (according to the foregoing statement) will stand 
thus; viz. — Increase in the year ended the 5th of April, 1823, 8,733; 1824, 4,556; 1825, 3,034; 
1826, 5,323 ; 1827, 239 ; 1828, 1,277 ; 1829, 4,100. Total increase in the last seven years, 27,262. 

That the progressive increase in the coast fishery establishment of Ireland, exhibited by these 
returns, and which has been produced by the stimulus given to tliat important branch of industry 
since 1820, has been rather under than over-rated, the Commissioners have reason to believe ; as 
well as that the general diffusion of comparative prosperity in the maritime towns is strikingly ob- 
servable. 

The liberal bounties which were granted by the Acts of the 59th of Geo. III. cap. 109, and 1 Geo. 
IV. cap. 82, having beer for a considerable time unavailable to a class of persons very generally des- 
titute of capital, the Commissioners were induced to direct their attention for the last three years to 
the removal of that difficulty, by the institution of the loan fund before-mentioned ; and whatever 
may be the variety of opinions on the expediency of a bounty system, there appears to have been a 
very general concurrence in the approbation of this measure, and it has been acknowledged by some 
of the Boarii’s officers, who originally doubted its utility, that the best effects, both moral and prac- 
tical, have followed its institution. The advantages of a good character, and of peacable and indus- 
trious habits, are practically taught by the regulation which requires, as a preliminary condition of 
obtaining a loan, satisfactory testimonials of those qualifications. Almost the possibility of a direct 
misapj)lication of the loan is guarded against, by giving boats or materials only, and not money. 
There is no interference with private trade, the fisherman being permitted to select his own builder, 
or to take his supply of materials wherever he can procure them on the best terms ; and the strongest 
inducements to punctuality ai-e produced by withholding from those who are defaulters, without good 
cause, all the benefits of further aid. 
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The advantages which have resulted from the erection of piers and quays, to the Agriculture, as 
well as the Fisheries of Ireland, having been practically proved, the Commissioners rarely experience 
any difficulty at present in eliciting local contributions in aid of their grants for those purposes ; and 
while, in the early stages of their proceedings, there was an unwilHngness to contribute even the 
minimum rate of aid required by the Act, the applications of proprietors, willing to co-operate in a 
much larger proportion, have, within the last year, far exceeded, the funds at the disposal of the Hoard. 
The numerous advantages attainable by a more general application of the principle of local contribu- 
tion have been abundantly proved ; and if it should be hereafter determined_ to persevere in those 
plans of encouragement to the coast fisheries, the Commissioners are of opinion, that by some mo- 
dification of the present local regulations, with some additional powers which can only be attained 
by legislative interference, a very excellent system of permanent encouragement may be produced. 

The generally peacable and industrious habits of the maritime peasantry, during a period of con- 
siderable disturbance in other parts of the country, furnish satisfactory proofs of the good effects 
that have resulted from the aid afforded ; and the Commissioners have been assured by some of their 
practical officers, that a grateful sense of the beneficence of the Government, has very generally suc- 
ceeded to distrust and apathy. ... j- • • 

Neither are the benefits merely confined to the maritime districts. Several towns or districts in 
the interior are generally supplied in abundance with cured fish ; and although the still large import 
of Scotch fish may suggest an inference contradictory of the fact of increased domestic production, 
there are strong reasons for believing, that it is caused by the growing taste and demand fm fas 
throughout the country, as well as its having become a substitute, in many places, tor the ottal of 
provisions, of which the quantity is materially diminished since the decrease which has taken place 

in the provision trade of Ireland . . , j i i .• 

At a period when the expediency of continuing or relinquishing the principle of legislative encou- 
ragement to the Fisheries of Ireland, must become a subject for the consideration of the Uoverm 
ment, it may be interesting to know, that from the commencement of the Board s o^rations in 1819, 
up to the period of this Report, the total payments made by, or on account of the Commissioners ot 
the Irish Fisheries, were as follow : — ^ 

Piers and Quays ... ... ••• •" 

New Boats, Repairs of Boats, and supplies of Fishing Gear ... 

Fishery Bounties ... ... ••• ••• •" rcr’nfiA 

Salaries and Incidents ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ° ’ 
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s, 

11 

6 

2 

13 



d. 

4 

10 



Total 



£245,210 13 10 



With respect to the first item in the foregoing statement, of £22,978 lU. 4d on account of piers 
and quays, tL Commissioners beg to remark, that no less a sum than £1 1,313 3s. &d. of this amount has 
been defrayed by contributions from Charitable Committees, and from private sources ; the remaining 
portion of the expenditure having been granted from the money committed to the management o 
the Commissioners, pursuant to the 66th section of the 59th Geo. III. cap. 1 09- 

And with regard to the second item in the foregoing statement, of £16,530 6«. 10^^. for assistance 
rendered poor fishermen in aid of building and repairing their boats, the Commissioners beg to ob- 
serve, that although actual payments have been made to the extent of the sum before stated, yet a 
large proportion of it is repayable. 

The Commissioners commenced their Report of last year by adverting to the period when the 
fishery laws were to expire, and suggesting the expediency of guarding against the injurious ejects of 
a too sudden discontinuance of established regulations which had already produced considerable ad- 
vantages to the maritime districts of Ireland. They also felt it necessary to express their opinion on 
the pmdence of adopting some timely measures for the management of a considerable and unavoid- 
able^arrear of business, which could not, by any possibility, be wound up previous to the expiration 

of those laws, when the functions of the Commissioners would likewise expire. 

The Commissioners, about the same period, having had under consideration applications for the 
construction of further fishery works, and having had also before them favourable proposals from 
contractors, as well as offers of contribution from private sources in aid of their construction, found 
that they laboured under considerable embarrassment in accepting those proposals, in consequence ot 
their embracing a period of time beyond the existence_ of the fishery laws, when the powers of the 
Commissioners would have terminated. Under these circumstances, the Commissioners felt it their 
duty to submit their situation to the Government of Ireland, accompanied with a request that the 
Legislature and the Government would sanction their acceptance of such favourable proposals, as 
also their execution of deeds of contract, made in accordance therewith. _ A ^lort Bill w^s prepared 
accordingly, and passed into an Act in the course of last Session, authorizing the Commissioners to 
“ enter into contracts for the erection of piers, or for the advance or repayment of any loans, although 
the term necessary for the completion of such works or repayment of such _ loans might extend to a 
period beyond the 5th of April, 1830,” the day on which the then existing fishery laws were to 
ixpire. In consequence of this Act, (the 10th Geo. IV. cap, 33,) the Commissioners were enaWed 
to enter into further engagements for the construction and repairs of works of this nature, And thej 
have secured to the public the advantages which will result from severffi new works, for which they 
have concluded agreements, under the authority of that enactment. By the same authority, they 
have continued the operations of the loan lund, from which the greater portion of the maritime dis- 
tricts of Ireland had already derived important benefits. , , i i • 

The Commissioners have still the gratification to find, from the returns made by the local inspec- 
tors, that the number of fishermen continue to experience a yearly increase. The gross amount, as 
taken from the returns of the preceding year, was 63,421 men. The gross amount, as taken from 
the returns of the present year, is 64,771 men, being an increase over the past year, of 1,350. 

Many of the fishery piers, which were only in progress of building when the Report of the Com- 
missioners for the last year was presented to Parliament, have been since completed, immely,_ 1 ort- 
muck, in the County of Antrim ; Balbriggan, in the County of Diffilin ; Clogher Head, in t e 
County of Louth ; Saleen, Belmullet, Tarmon and Old Head, in the County of Mayo ; Kilbalia, in 
the County of Clare ; Brandon, in the County of Kerry ; Coolagh, Baltimore, and Glandore, in 
the County of Cork. The Commissioners beg to annex hereto the Report of the harbour engineer. 
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Reports 0/ the lute Mr. James Donnell, after a recent inspection of the fishery piers, lately finished, as well as of some 
Commissioners of Use others in progress of completion, proving so satisfactorily the importance of such works, not only to 
the fisheries of the coast on which they are situated, but to the agricultural interests of wild and ex- 
tensive maritime tracts, which are in a very great degree indebted for the improvements in cultivation 
and in general trade, both import and export, which have taken place, and are in a state of progres- 
sive advancement, to the works of this nature which have been executed, than which, taken in con- 
junction with the improved intercourse by means of the public roads which have been opened, nothing 
can be better calculated to bring into active operation the incipient resources of the country. 
Importance’ofincreas- On the importance of continuing the pier system of this department, the Commissioners have, in a 
ing the number of recent communication with the Government, freely expressed their opinion. Satisfied of the great 
advantages that had already resulted from the construction of such works, they felt it their duty to 
submit to the Government their declaraction of that fact, and at the same time to state, that sundry 
applications, accompanied by offers of contribution, had been made for aid to erect piers in places most 
desirable for that purpose, but for the construction of which the Commissioners would enter into no 
engagement, without some annual renewal or other augmentation of the fund applicable to these 
works. 

The whole of the fishery laws having, in pursuance of the Act of the 7th Geo. IV., cap. 47, 
expired on the 5th April, 1830, the bounties payable under those laws have expired also. Previous 
however, thereto, the Commissioners considered it expedient to apprize the Government of their ap- 
proaching termination, and to acquaint them that many and important objects connected with the Irish 
Fisheries would remain to be performed after that day, for the execution of which, if a suitable provi- 
sion was not made by the Legislature or the Government, great inconvenience, if not actual injury, 
would accrue to that most interesting branch of public industry. 

The subjects of prominent interest to the Fisheries are the construction of piers and quays, the ope- 
ration of the loan fund, bounties, and regulations for the prevention of injurious fishing, and for 
affording suitable protection to those engaged in the legal and peacable prosecution of the fisheries. 

Upon some of these points differences of opinion exist amongst the Commissioners themselves; but 
as they are aware that the whole subject at present engj^es the attention of the Government, which is 
in possession of the fullest information which this department could supply, the Commissioners refrain 
from entering into particulars on which unanimity could not be attained, confidently relying that this 
branch of national industry, which has already produced so much benefit to the country, will continue 
to experience the fostering protection of the Government and the Legislature. 

The Commissioners having been sanctioned in continuing the exercise of their functions beyond the 
5th of April, upon the responsibility of Government, have the opportunity afforded them of submit- 
ting to the Parliament another annual Report ; and in availing themselves thereof, beg to express 
their earnest hope, that the Irish Fisheries will still continue to receive that just and reasonable share 
of legislative encouragement, which had already established the character and prosperity of the British 
Fisheries, long before a corresponding encouragement was introduced into Ireland; and they feel 
warranted'in taking this opportunity of expressing that hope, from the fullest conviction of the import- 
ance of the Fisheries to this country in all their various bearings, whether as a nursery for seamen, as a 
means of affording subsistence to a poor and dense population, as a constant source of employment for 
maritime industrj’, or even as a subject for future commercial speculation. 

(Signed) HENRY R. PAINE. JOHN BURKE. 

B. B. WOODWARD. A. 11. BLAKE. 
GEO. WOODS. 
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REPORTS of the Commissioners for the British Fisheries (Scotland) and the Commissioners 
OP THE Irish Fisheries, respecting the discontinuance of Bounties, proposed in 1824. 



Report of the Commissioners for British Fisheries (Scotland,) to the Right Honorable the Lords of 
the Committee of Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations. 



Reports respecting the 
discuntinxiancv of 
Bounties, propuseil in 



May it please your Lordships — Our Secretary having laid before us Mr. Lack’s letter of the 19th 
instant, communicating the intention of your Lordships to bring a bill into Parliament, during the pre- 
sent session, for gradually reducing, and finally abolishing the bounties on Herrings, Cod and Ling, &c. 
and requesting our opinion on these points, and also oh the expediency of continuing the regulations 
for examining and branding the fish, after the bounties shall have been wholly withdrawn. 

We pray leave to acquaint your Lordships, that although the Herring bounty of 4s. por barrel has 
been the means of extending the fishery, of providing employment and support for a numerous class of 
the lower orders, and of improving the cure of Herrings, to a degree that could scarcely have been con- 
templated, we agree entirely with your Lordships, in thinking that it may now be diminished, without 
detriment to this important branch of national industry; and had it not been for circumstances over 
which we had no control, we would have recommended that the diminution should have commenced 
before this time. We agree also with your Lordships in opinion, that the reduction of this bounty ought 
to be gradual ; and we submit, as the surest way of preventing any injurious consequences from the 
change, that the reduction at first should not exceed H. per barrel, and that in a few years afterwards 
another shilling should be taken off; but we cannot conscientiously recommend that the bounty should 
be less than 2s. per barrel for a considerable time to come, in order that an opportunity may be 
afforded of ascertaining fully the effect which the alteration may have produced. Should it be found 
that the reduction of the bounty to 2s. per barrel has been productive of no bad consequences, and that 
it has neither diminished the extent of the fishery, nor deteriorated the cure of the Herrings, it will 
then remain for your Lordships to consider whether a further diminution may not with safety be 
•attempted; but we are decidedly of opinion, that it would be extremely injurious to withdraw the 
barrel bounty altogether. 

We further consider, that the bounty of 4s. per cwt. on dried Cod and Ling should be diminished 
in the same proportion, and at the same time with the barrel bounty 011 Herrings, and that the bounty 
on both shoidd ultimately be of the same amount ; but we are of opinion, that the bounty of 2s. 
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per barrel on pickled Cod should continue as it now is, so long as the bounty on dried fish is not less than Heporis rcspcctvig ihr 
2s. per cwt., because a barrel of pickled Cod contains 1 J cwt of fish, and the expense and difficulty of discontinuance of 
cure is much greater in the one case than the other. The bounty on oil we consider may also be di- proposed in 

minished in the same proportion as the bounties on fish, and we see no objections to its being ulti- 
mately extinguished. '■ — Y ' 

With respect to the tonnage bounties, we are of opinion that the same arguments do not apply as in 
the case of the bounties on the cure of fish, because we consider that they are not necessary for the 
successful prosecution either of the Herring or Cod and Ling fisheries ; that they are a fruitful source 
of fraud and perjury, and create an expenditure of the public money, which may with great propriety be 
saved ; and we therefore recommend to your Lordships, that at the expiration of the Irish Fishery 
Acts, and of the Act for encouraging the British Cod and Ling fishery, the tonnage bounties should 
be wholly withdrawn. 

In reprd to the continuation of the regulations for examining and branding fish, we are of opinion, Regulations, and a 
that if there 18 no bounty, there can with propriety be no regulations; but we consider that without moderate production 
regulations, supported by a moderate bounty, and a conscientious and skilful superintendence, the Bonuty,withsuperin- 
improvements that have already been effected in the cure of British fish will quickly disappear ; that the 
former system of trick and fraud will be renewed ; and the Fishery itself be rapidly diminished. In this 
ojiinion we consider we are fully justified by the wretched mode of cure that prevailed, when the 
Fishery was first put under the management of this Board, and by the high character which, in conse- 
quence of the regulations, the official brand has now attained, when unlimited confidence is placed 
in it by the public; both in regard to the quantity and quality of the fish, and complaints on the part of 
the purchasers arc almost wholly unknown. We are further supported in these sentiments by the 
practice^ that has long prevailed in Holland, where we understand tlie superintendence is much 
more minute than it is in this country, and where the cure of fish has been brought, by means of such 
superintendence, to its present perfection ; and we therefore consider it our duty, unanimously and 
decidedly to recommend to your Lordships, that the regulations for examining and branding be conti- 
!iued, and that the bounty on the production of well cured fish be not altogether withdrawn^ 

(Signed) JOHN HAY. GILBERT INNES. 

WILLIAM FORBES. AL. OSBORN. 

Office for the Herring Fishery, Edinburgh, 28th February, 1824. 

2 . 

REPORT from the Irish Fishery Bo.4RD to Thomas Lack, Esq. 

Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 6th March, 1824. 

Sir, — I had the honor of presenting to the Board of Fisheries, j'our letter of the 23d ultimo, con- 
yeyin^ the intention of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, to introduce a Bill 
into Pai-liament, this present Session, for the gradual reduction and final extinction of the present 
fishery bounties — and requesting the opinion of the Commissioners, not only on the foregoing point, 
but also on the expediency of continuing the existing regulations after such bounties shall have termi- 
nated. 

The Irish Fishery Board having agreeably to their Lordships’ desire, taken into their serious con- 
sideration the two propositions which formed the subject of your letter, beg leave to offer the follow- 
ing observations, as the grounds of the opinion which they subjoin for their Lordships’ information. 

At a period when the distresses of Ireland b ecame the subject of the anxious consideration of Object of the Irish 
Government and of the Legislature, its Fisheries naturally presented themselves, as furnishing a main Bounties and Hogula- 
source of employment, of food, and of naval strength. tions. 

These were the principles distinctly recognised in the first section of the Act under which the exist- 
ing establishment is constituted ; and the Commissioners beg leave to add their conviction, that the 
circumstances which directed the attention of Government to the necessity of such an enactment, press 
at this time with equal force on their most serious attention. 

In this conviction they feel fortified, when they view on the one hand the wretched general state 
of the labouring poor, without any visible means of support, and the peace of the country scai-cely 
maintained by an insurrection act and a large military force ; and on the other hand, have demonstra- 
tive proof, from the tranquil state of the coast population, that the persons employed in the Fisheries Tranquil state of the 
have escaped the present contagion, and are not in any instance added to the catalogue of the disaf- Coast Populntion. 
fected. 

Under these impressions the Board proceed to offer their opinion on the two points conveyed in 
your letter. The first of which is, — “ That their Lordships are of opinion, that the bounties granted 
in favour of the Fisheries may, with great propriety, be gradually reduced, and finally e.xlinguished; 
and that it is their Lordships’ intention to propose to Parliament, during the present session, a bill to 
that effect.” 

^ In considering this part of the subject, the Board fully concur in the principles which it contains. 

Ihey never could expect that the bounty sj’stem now established should be permanent ; on the con- 
trary, they subscribe to the opinion, that the bounties should be in due course gi'adually reduced, and 
finally extinguished. The Commissioners have already recognized the former principle, by recom- 
mending certain reductions in the Herring tonnage bounty, which they distinctly proposed to Gov- Reduction of the 
ernment in the shape of amendments to the Act, during the last session, but which were not submitted Herring tonnage 
to Parliament. The questions, therefore, for their consideration are, how far the time has arrived Bounty proposed, 
when any further reduction of the tonnage bounty would be advisable than that already proposed by 
them in the amended bill alluded to, and whether any reduction whatever in the production bounties 
could be attempted without serious injury to the Fisheries ; and on these points they would (as the 
guardians of the Fisheries of Ireland) decidedly state to their Lordships, in the most unqualified 
manner, that any proposition submitted to Parliament in the present session, for a further reduction Any otlier change 
than that already recommended, would be a measure ruinous to that now promising source of wealth would he injnriou- to 
and industry in this over -peopled and poor country. the Fisheries. 

_ The object of Bounties, the Commisssoners respectfully state, is to give support to incipient exer- 
tions in any new branch of industry ; but those bounties are rendered worse than useless if withdrawn be- 
iore that period, when such capital shall be realized, and such skill acquired, as should enable the spe- 
culators in the trade to support themselves. 

The Commissioners, however, do not hesitate to state, that neither of those objects, capital or 

E 
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Heioi'U resvcctiiK' the skill, have as yet been attained in Ireland. The fisheries are in their infancy, and require the still fos- 
dUcmUinimnce’of tering care of the Legislature ; nor is this state of things to be imputed to the Irish nation as a proof 
BautUies, proposed in gf that want of energy and exertion which the encouragement of bounties demand ; the present pro- 
mising aspect of the fisheries, compared with their almost non-existence in 1819, fully justify a dif- 
ferent conclusion. _ - « , . . , 

The comparative state of the Fisheries of Ireland with those of Scotland, is creditable to this 
country, and the Fisheries of Ireland only claim a trial under encouragement of their bounties for the 
same number of years that the Fisheries of Scotland have been supported by them. ^ At the termi- 
nation of that period, the Commissioners pledge themselves, that such a communication as they have 
now received from the Lords Commissioners of the Privy Council for Trade, will be not only 
promptly acceded to, but cheerfully hailed. _ _ . . - 

The Commissioners of Fisheries beg to state one important point in addition ; namely, that the ex- 
pectation of a speedy termination of the bounty system, must effectually paralyze their present arrange- 
ments for the encouragement of the Fisheries. To produce active and useful speculation, the plans 
of the Board must be prospective, and will require time to bring about their effect. This observation 
the Commissioners are induced to make, not in a speculative wajr, but under the fear that most serious 
practical mischiefs will ensue with respect to their proceedings within the present year, if the measures 
suggested by their Lordships are insisted on. 

In illustration of the foregoing fact, the Commissioners beg leave to state, that a large sum of mo- 
ney, no less than £15,000, exclusive of bounties and current expenses, has been allocated by them 
within the present year, chiefly on the principle of adding a stimulus to the encouragements already 
held out by the Legislature. A considerable portion of this sum was to be applied to the building of 
an improved description of boats, on a reproductive plan, calculated to multiply annually these means 
of food and employment, without any diminution of the funds so allocated, except such as may be 
altogether unavoidable. • j i. 

Such an arrangement must necessarily have a prospective reference far beyond the period ot the pre- 
sent enactment, and the Board are under the most serious apprehensions, that the panic which would 
be occasioned by the prospect of a speedy reduction of bounty, among a class of people so devoid of 
capital, would render the inducements held out by them wholly nugatory, and would oblige them to 
retrace their steps, and to recal those encour^ements from which they had anticipated the most bene- 
ficial results. . 

On the whole, the Commissioners do not hesitate to declare their most decided opinion against any 
further reduction of the bounties lor the present, than that already recommended by themselves ; and, 
in professing this opinion, they are solely actuated by a sense of that justice, which they consider, by 
comparison, as due to the fisheries of that part of the empire, the most indigent and most in want of 
Parliamentary aid. _ . . » t, , 

With respect to the second point on which their Lordships requested the opinion ot this Board ; 
namely, “ The expediency of continuing the existing regulations when the bounties shall have wholly- 
terminated the answer necessarily depends upon the decision that may be ^ultimately made, with 
respect to the bounty system. Should the bounties be continued, the existing regulations must con- 
tinue as a matter of course ; should, on the other hand, their extinction be carried into effect, those 
regulations will necessarily cease with the bounties which gave rise to their adoption. 

(Signed) H. TOWNSEND. 
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APPENDIX, No. IV. 

Memorial addressed to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, by the Magistrates, Town 
Council, Principal Inhabitants, and Fish Curers, of Fraserburgh, in Scotland,— Praying, “ That the 
Government of the Country will place the subjects of the United Kingdom on an equal footing as 
to Bounties and Privileges, or grant them such other Relief as their case calls for.” 

The Memorialists were highly gratified to observe the very flourishing state of the Herring Fishery 
in the North of Scotland, the prosecution of which has been carried on for several years, in many 
parts (particularly at this station) with a degree of perseverance and success which could not have 
been contemplated ; and was the means of giving employment to thousands of poor labourers, who 
without it would have been in a state of extreme poverty. , . , , . 

Your Memorialists however understand, with much concern, that by an Act passed at the close ot the 
last Session of Parliament, cap. 109, of the 59th year of the reign of his late Majesty George the 
Third intituled, “ An Act for the further encouragement and improvement of the Irish Fisheries, 
ihe British Fisheries are likely to be much affected ; and those who have their capitals embarked in 
that trade, ultimately ruined. . , x.. , - ^ lu- 

Tlie present Act for the encouragement of British Fisheries, allows bounties for cured Herrings 
nutted at the rate of four shillings per barrel ; and three shillings per barrel for ungutted Herrings : 
but a bounty of fifty shillings is placed (by the Act first above mentioned) at the disposal of the Com- 
missioners of the Customs and Port Duties in Ireland ; twenty shillings a ton to be paid to the owners of 
fishing vessels of the burden of from fifteen to sixty tons ; six shillings per barrel for cured Herrings 
gutted with a knife; four shillings for each barrel not so gutted ; and four shillings for each barrel of 
luigutted fish, with four shillings per cwt. for other fish for which the Britisli curers have no bounty ; 
being a bounty to the Irish curer, for gutted Herrings, of ten shillings per barrel, a preference of six 
sliillin''s per barrel.* And the Irish curers are allowed other privileges and advantages by the saad Act, 
which°together with the above preference, cannot fail to injure the Britisli Fisheries, and ruin the curers. 

Impressed with the importance of the Fisheries in a national point of view, your memorialists hum- 
l)lv beg leave to pray, that your Lordships will lake into your most serious consideration the case of the 
Scotch fish curers; and that the Government of the country will place the subjects of the United King- 
dom on an equal footing as to bounties and privileges, or grant them such other relief as their case calls 
for • otherwise, the prospects -which they had of carrying on the Fisheries with advant^e, will be en- 
tirely blasted, and thousands of the labouring class dependent on their enterprise and perseverance, 
rendered miserable. 

Fraserburgh, Sth April, 1820. 

• The Act did not allow the Bounty of C«., and the general production Bounty of 4*., to be paid for the name fish. 
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APPENDIX, No. V. 

Letter, dated 14tli January 1830, from the Commissioners of tlie Irish Fisheries, to Lord Francis 
Leveson Gower, Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

We, the undersigned Members of the Board of Irish Fisheries, being the only Members in or near Letter from the Com- 
Dublin at present, think it necessary, at the eve of the Meeting of Parliament, to lay before your ”»'s*to»ers of Irish ^ 

' Lordship, a few facts with regard to our establishment. 

Your Lordship is aware, that all the bounties now payable for the encouragement of the Irish Fish- 
eries, as well as the expenses of this establishment, through whose agency the examination and payment 
of those bounties have been checked and controlled, will, under the existing laws, expire on the 5th 
of April, in the present year ; but it becomes our duty to apprize you, that many and important Acts, Provision for the fu- 
connected with the Irish Fisheries, will remmn to be performed after that day, for the execution of 
which, if a suitable provision be not made by the Legislature or the Government,"great inconvenience, is cry a . ire. 
if not actual injury, will accrue to that most interesting- branch of the public industry, over which we 
have hitherto presided. 

The first of these objects, which cannot, in our humble opinion, be permitted to fall to the Fishery Piers to he 
ground, is the' necessary completion of those fishery piers which are now in the progress of being completed, 
built on different parts of the coast. Towards their erection, large sums have been contributed by 
individuals, personally interested in these works, according to the provisions of 5 Geo. IV. cap. 64, 
sec. 9, hut they cannot, in manyinstances be finished until after the 5th of April, 1830. The Le- 
gislature appears, already, to have contemplated the necessity of continuing and completing these 
piers, because, in the last session of Parliament, they passed an Act, viz. ; 10 Geo. IV. cap. 33; by 
which it is enacted, “ That it shall and may be lawful for the Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries, 

So far as the extent of the funds vested in them for the encouragement of the said Fisheries will admit 
thereof, to enter into any contracts for the erection of any piers, or for the advance or repayment of 
any loans, under the said recited Acts ; although the time necessary for the completion of such works, 
or for the repayment of such loans, may extend to a period beyond the 5th day of April, 1830.” 

Annexed to this letter will be found an account of the sums which remained to be paid on the 1st 
January, 1830, and the fund appropriated thereto, which has been hitherto annually held up, by a 
grant of £4500, Irish currency, under the 59 Geo. III. cap. 64, — that is, £4153 l6s. IltZ. in British 
currency. By the annexed account it will be seen, that we have sufficient means for the completion 
of the piers that remain to be completed ; but we can assure your Lordship, that sundry applications 
have been made to us for aid to erect other piers, in other places, where it would be most desirable 
to have them, but upon the erection of which we cannot enter, without some annual renewal, or other 
augmentation, of the fund applicable to these purposes. • 

The second object to which we beg leave to call your attention, is the wisdom of continuing the The Fishery Loan 
fishery loan fund. We can assure your Lordship, that the operations of this fund have been produc- Fund, 
tive of the greatest advantages among the poorer classes of fishermen. Through its means they have 
been supplied, not in any instance with money, but with all the materials necessary for the repairs of 
their boats, and with every thing requisite for enabling them to follow the trade of fishing, viz. : — 
hooks, lines, nets, yarn, ropes, hemp, oars, paint, pitch, tar, rosin, oakum, nails, cork, timbers, plank, 
spars, sail-cloth, salt and barrels. Through the same fund, aid has been given for the building of new 
boats, so that every description of fisherman, great or small, is now receiving from it every assistance 
they require. The account annexed to this letter, will shew the total amount of the promissory notes 
whicli have been passed by the fishermen, in exchange for the materials supplied to them — the repay- 
ments made in discharge of those notes — the notes due, and not yei due, and the amount of money 
now lying in the Bank of Ireland, applicable to the working of this fund, to which an annual augmen- 
tation has been hitherto made, under the last mentioned Act, of £500, Irish currency, which is equal 
to £461 10s. 9d. in British money. The Legislature appears, by the Act of the last Session, as before 
recited, to contemplate the continuance of this fund, after the 5th April, 1830; and we are sanguine 
enough to hope, that the advantages which it has distributed, have greatly contributed to promote in- 
dustrious and pcacable habits, among the maritime population of our country. 

The third object to which we beg to call your Lordship’s attention, is the question of how far it Restrictions on ftie 
may be necessary to continue the present regulations, for the prevention of those modes of fishing, use of Trawl, Tram- 
which are deemed, in many places, to be injurious to the general interests of the fisheries, such as the “*^1' and Seon Nets ; 
use. of a trawling-net with a mesh of a particular description, or fishing with a sean-net, or with a tram- ^ ^erAws In the* 
mel-net, unless where it is specially permitted, or requiring the mesh of nets, of every kind, to be of jay time. ° 
a given size, or in respect of the Herring fishery, the prohibiting the shooting of a net in the day 
time, nor until notice of permission to commence the fishery shall be given by the local inspector. 

On all these subjects we are disposed to think that no regulations, however wisely framed, should be 

formed into a legislative code to govern all parts of the coast ; because, different modes of fishing are 

pursue<l, and different kinds of nets are used and required in different places, according to the fixed 

habits of the people, the localities of the coast, and the particular species of fish resorting to it. It Aiithority to make 

were better, we think, to have no regulations laid down by law ; but rather to vest in some authority, local Regulations. 

to be named by the Legislature, the power of appointing such regulations, of a local nature, as shall 

appear to be wanted in the particular places to which they are meant to be applied. 

The fourth and last head upon which we wish to engage your attention, relates to the Fishery Policy of continuing 
Bounties. We are aware of the gi-eat difference of opinion that prevails, in respect to the policy of for four years, aBoun- 
bounties generally ; the same difference of opinion will be found to exist among the members of our ^ 

own Board, so that we cannot collectively offer you any opinion on this subject; but however, wc may may 

differ from each other on a topic so fruitful of discussion, we concur in the Justice and propriety of bp discontinued, 
stating to you, that some of the most intelligent of our fishery officers are of opinion, that although the 
tonnage bounties, as well as those on Hake, Haddock, and Glassen, and those also on Herrings, may 
be safely discontinued, yet, that the preservation of the bounties on Cod, Ling, and Conger-eel, for 
four years to come, upon an annually sinking scale of Is. in the cwt., would be productive of gi-eat ad- 
vantage, inasmuch as to take those descriptions of fish, boats of a large size that can go to a great dis- 
tance from the coast will be required, a kind of boat not likely to be hereafter employed, unless some 
assistance be given to the fishermen towards enabling them to repair those they have, or enabling them 
to procure others. 

E 2 
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In order to carry into effect the two first objects proposed to be kept in view, after the 5th of April 
1830, namely, the completion of the piers, and the continuance of the loan fund, objects of which it 
would seem the Legislature itself has not been unmindful, it will be necessary to retain some portion of 
our establishment, but to what extent we are not at present prepared to say. Should any bounties 
however, be retained, although confined to the three kinds of fish already named, perhaps some little 
addition will be necessary to the number of our officers required for the two first objects. 

This leads us to consider the subject of expense. We are aware of the anxiety that prevails to 
effect every possible saving in the public expenditure, consistent with a strict regard to the public in- 
terest, and we can sincerely assure you, that we participate in those feelings ourselves. 

The annual charges of the Fisheries of Ireland are made up to every 5th April, and reported to 
Parliament.— The last year therefore to which we can refer, is the year ended the 5th of April 
1829. These charges stood on that day as follow: — The Fishery Bounties amounted to £10,279 
14s. 6tf.; The Establishment, £3,230 15s. lOcf.; The Incidents, £4,976 11s. 2d. To these add the 
Annual Parliamentary Fund of £5000, Irish Currency, or in British Money, for Piers, £4,153 16s. 
lid., for Boats, £461 10s. 9d.; Total, £23,111 9s. 2d. 

A considerable saving, cannot fail to be effected for the public in regard to this sum, although the 
piers and the loan fund, and even the bounties specified were to be provided for; and all we can say at 
present is this — that when it shall be your pleasure to notify to us the objects to which you wish us to 
confine our attention, after the 5th April 1830, we shall consider and report to you the number of 
officers, which in our opinion, will be wanted to carry them into effect, and the expense to which our 
establishment, reduced to its lowest, but necessary limits, will be likely to subject the public. 

The fishery bounties of Scotland will expire on the same day with our own — the 5th April 1830 ; 
but not so the establishment of Commissioners for the regulation and management of the Fisheries. 
In the year 1808, an act was passed, to wit, the 48 Geo. III., cap. 110, whereby his Majesty was 
enabled to appoint seven Commissioners, specially to superintend the Herring Fishery of Scotland, in 
addition to the Board of Fisheries and Manufactures which had previously existed in that country, 
under the 13th Geo. L, chapters 26 and 30. The above Act of the 48th Geo. III., was made perpe- 
tual by a subsequent Act, to wit, the 55th Geo. III., cap. 94, and we learn from the secretary of the 
Board in Scotland, to whose letter we beg to refer.* — “ That they are not affected by the cessation of 
bounty, and that until an Act shall be passed for the special purpose of doing them away, it becomes 
the duty of the Commissioners to enforce the regulations, and to continue the superintendence of that 
fishery after the bounties are withdrawn, in the same manner, in every respect as at present, except that 
no debenture can be granted for bounty on Herrings that may then receive the official brand.” — Thus, 
therefore, it appears that the inspection and branding of fish is to continue after the bounties shall have 
ceased, and so of course the officers who have been hitherto employed in that duty. 

We feel a sincere and cordial satisfaction in hearing of any thing that is calcufated to advance the 
prosperity of any other part of our common empire, and we trust, that it will not be deemed inconsis- 
tent with that feeling, for us to express a hope, that the same means of assistance and protection that 
have been or may be afforded to the British Fisheries, will be extended to those of our own country, 
where industry requires not less encouragement to exertion, and where the mischiefs which have too 
often arisen from the poverty of the people, will find their best remedy in employing them. 

Before we conclude our letter, allow us to state to you the comparative results of the annual returns 
furnished to us by our local inspectors, of the boats and men employed in the Irish Fisheries, as they 
stood in the year ended the 5th of April 1822 — ^being the firet 3 'ear in which such returns were re- 
quired, and the year ended the 5th April 1829, the last year to which they have been made up: — 
5th April 1822, 7655 boats, 36,159 men ; 5th April 1829, 12,611 boats, 63,421 men. 

Your Lordship will see the great increase which has taken place in the number of boats and men 
employed in the Irish Fisheries within the last seven years,' and you will please to observe, that the 
number of men above stated, is independent of various description of tradesmen, namely, coopers, 
curers, sail-makers, net-makers, and others, to whom these fisheries afford employment. 



(Signed) 

Fishery Office, Dublin, January 14th, 1830. 



HENRY R. PAINE. 
B. B. WOODWARD. 



JAMES CORRY. 
A. R. BLAKE. 



, • Letter from tte Commissioners of tlie Herring Fishery in Scollnud, to H. Townsend, Esq,, Secretary to the 
Commissioners of Irish Fisheries. 

OfEce for the Hening Fishery, Edinburgh, 19th October, 1829. 

Sm. —Having laid before the Commissioners for tlie Herring Fishery, your letter of the 24th ultimo, requesting to 
know the sentiments of tliis Board as to the propriety of recommending to Government the continuance of a system of 
l egulaliojis for the protection and advancement of the Fisheries. 

I am commanded to acquaint you, for the information of your Board, that although by tbe section of the Act 7th 
Geo. IV., cap. 34, it may he inferred thatthe provisions of the Irish Fishery Acts, and of the British Cod and Ling 
Fishery Act, fall to the ground along with the Bounties, at the 5tli of April next, tiie Commissioners consider that the 
Provisions of tbe British Herring Fishery Acts, (whidi by the Act of the 58th of his late Majesty, cap. 94, were de- 
clared to be perpetual,) are not affected by the cessation of Bounty, and that until an Act shall he passed for the spe- 
riiil purpose of doing them awiiy, it hocomes the duty of the Commissioners to enforce the regulations and to continue 
the superintendence of that Fishery after the Bounties are withdrawn, in the same manner in every respect ns at pre- 
sen i. except that no debenture can be granted for Bounty on the Herrings that may then receive tlie official Brand. 

This ojnnion the Commissioners had lately an opportunity of stating to the Treasuiy, in reporting on a Memorial 
horn the Heritors of the County of Ross, referred to them, praying for the continuance of the superintendence of the 
Board, after the Bounties shall cease ; and a letter havipg since been received from the Treasury, stating, in reference 
to tliat Report, that their Lordsliips concur with the Commissioners in the view they have taken of the law on the sub- 
ject, the Commissioners consider it unnecessary lor them to make any further representations to Government, as to the 
pro|iriety of continuing the regulations and fniperinteudence, in so far as the Herring Fishery of this counfry is con- 

M'ith regard to Bounties, the Commissioners conceive that the Regulations would be more efficiently enforced by the 
inducement of a moder.ale Bounty, than they can possibly be without it ; but they are at the same time extremely 
doubtful of the propriety of offering their seutiments to Government on this subject as a Public Board, until they shall 
be required to do so, — and they are of opinion that an application for the continuance of Bounty would come more 
properly, in the first instance, from the curers, as being the persons more immediately interested, and best able to judge 
of the necessity of such a measure for the successful prosecution of the Fisheries. 

(Signed) Jasies Donsmobe. 
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APPENDIX No. VI. 

Cured Herrings imported into, and exported from Ireland, between the years 1770 and 1817, according 
to the Annual Public Accounts of Finance and Trade. 

(These Accounts do not show the Imports and Exports of Cod, Ling, &c.) 
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APPENDIX No. VIII. 

BOUNTIES paid in Ireland on Fishing Boats, Cured Fish, and Fish Oil, according to the Annual 
Finance Accounts— between 1800 and the close of 1819, in which year the operations of the late 
Fishery Board commenced. 
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APPPENDIX 

AN ABSTRACT OF THE ACCOUNTS Annexed to the Several 



Third Eepc 



1. Fishing Boats and Men employed 
Decked Boats 

Half Decked Boats 
Open Sail Boats 
Row Boats 
Fishermen 

2. Pish Cured jor the Bounties. 
Herrings gutted with knives 
Herringsotherwise gutted 
Pilchards 

Mackerel 
Cod, dried 
Ling 
Hake 
Haddock 

Glasscn • • • • • « 



■barrels 



barrels 



3. Fish Oil Produced for Bounty. 

4. fVhalebone Produced for Bounty. 

5. Fish Exported. 

Herrings to Great Britain 

Do. to West Indies 
Dried Fish to Great Britain 
Do. to West Indies 
Pickled Fish to Great Britain 

6. Bounties. 

Tonnage Bounty for the Open Sea nctring Fishery 

Production Bounty on Herrings 

Tonnage Bounty for the White Fisheries 
Production Bounty on White. Fish . . . 

Bounty on Pilchards and Mackerel 
Do. on pickled Glassen, Hake, Cod, and Ling 

Do. on Fish Oil 

Do. on Whalebone 



barrels 



barrels 



2113 13 5j 
1418 16 ni 
2901 17 1 
3182 13 6i 
1 19 0 



9698 16 6i| 
2641 2 8^1 
1932 19 4i| 



7. Charges of Fstablishmeni.* 

Salaries. 

Travelling Expenses; Stationery and Printing; Law Ex- 
penses ; Postage ; Rent and faxes; withGeneral Incidents. 



8. § Annual Grant for the Encouragement of the Irish Fislteries , 

under an Act of 1819, cap. 109, sec. 66. 

9. Grant for Making or Itejiuiring Piers or Quays on the Coast , , 

under an Act of 1824, cap. 64, sec. 9. . . . . ' 

10. Grant under the Law of 1824. cap. 64, to provide Materials 

for Repairing poor Fishermen’s Boats atPorts or Places^ 
where Piersor Quays might be built.t •• 

11. Payments out of the Anntml Grants. 

For Improvement or Construction of Piers and Quays 
j To'poor Fishermen for Repairing Boats and for Tackling 
I Do. for Now Boats . . • • • • • 



* Charges of Estailislmenl. 
The sstablishment of tlio lal 



ry Board, in 1829, stood thus:— a 

A Secretary .. .. •• ^276 18 8 

One Clerk .. -• -- ^ 

Two Clerks, at £92 16 2 . . • • t 

A Messenger .. .. t a 

Four Inspectors General, at £184 12r. 4d. 7^8 9 4 

One Local Inspector •• -■ „ 

Nineteen Local Inspectors, at s£92 6r. 2d. - - I7®3 17 2 

£3249 5 3 

The Inspectors General, and Local Inspectors, also received allowances for travelling. 

1822, by the London Tavern Relief Committee ; and in 1823, (see Report 
he Loan syrtem,' which ultirnately superseded relief by Gi'^ts. (See /or 1826 attd 1S27-) 

dissolved, the loans made from the beginning of 1827, h^ amounted to s£21, 001 2*. 6d., 
" • • all, £28.204 18e. 4d.— of which £9,923 9e. Id- had been repaid, and £433t 

lories, made under the Acts 59 Geo. III., cap. 109, and 
64, directed decreasing grants to ho made for five years 
e third year ; £1600 in the fourth year ; and £10u0 in 
officers or persons employed in consequence < 
rants amount to £13,000, and added to the Boi 



red of £5000 was established for Irish Fishermeri 
f Commissioners commenced tlie Loan system, ' 

'hen the Fishery Board was dL— L-d, tb- 
its, and £4203 16J-. lid. for new Boats— in 
rities overdue, with £10942 18 j. 3d. on securities not due. 

I Grants. The Annual Grants for the eneouragementof the Irish Fisherie 
on the 8th of April, 1830 ; and the Act of that year, 1 Wm. I'V., cap, 64, 

-of £4500 in Uie first year ; i£3500 in the second year ; £2500 in the th 
completing piers begun before the said 6th of April, 1830, and iri paying any 
ecov«ing loans, or in any matters relating to the Fisheries. These additional gr„...--^------ . . 

.. and previous grants, as above, make a total of £296,288 As. 7d., of which only £12,9/9 Os. lOd. 
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47 



13618i 



16855 



3868^1 



barrels — Herrings exported to Great Bribiin 
„ Do. to West Indies. 



12162 15 6 |l0203 14 6 
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No. IX. 

published REPORTS of the Late Commissiomehs of the Irish Fisheries. 



I Pier Fund and Loan Fund. 

There remained to the credit of the Pier Fund, from all sources, on the 6th April, 1330, .. £16,421 11 3 

And to the credit of tlie Loan Fund .. .. .. .. 6634 6 4 

The following particulars, relating to each Fund, are given in a Return presented to the House of Commons on the 31st of May, 1836 : — 

Pier Fund. Loan Fund. 

4th September, 1830, Amount transferred to the Directors General of Inland Navigation £14,500 17 2 £2836 11 !) 

to 8th October, 1831 —Sums received by them .. .. 4,817 ^ 3428 0 1 



,, Deduct appropriations for Buildings and Repairs 

,, Deduct expenses incurred in collecting Loans 

,, Transferred to the Commissioners of Public Works .. 11,394 12 7 5240 0 7 

To 3Ut December, 1835.— Sums received by tile Board of Works .. 8527 7 U 2199 3 8 



,< Deduct appropriations for Piers by the Board of Works 

), Deduct expenses incurred in collecting Loans 

ji Also tile portion of the Loan Fund contributed by the London . 

Tavern Committee, (.,4'pyieniiii’,;>. 22.) refunded 

Balances remaining . . £10,241 15 » £2737 6 2 

lliese Balances, making a total of £12,979 0<. lOd., have been since unaffected, save by a temporary charge for expenses o!' the Fishery Inquiry, aud » 
trifling expenditure for repairing Piers. 



19,921 19 7 7439 4 .3 

9680 3 11 

465 5 3 
4236 13 11 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



1827. 


1828. 


1829. 


TOTALS. 


Ninth Report. 


fenth Report. E 


eventh Report 


337 


363 


346 




669 


711 


• 769 




1822 


2373 


2483 




9298 


9174 


9522 




69.321 


63,421 


64,771 


~ 



— Decked Boats 

— Half Decked BoaU 

— Open Sail Boats 

— Row Boats 

— Fishermen 

207,181 J barrels — Herrings, gutted with knives 
7,467 „ Herrings otherwise gutted . 

40J „ Pilchards 

536 „ Mackerel 

43,609^ ewts. — Cod, dried 

68,6831 « Ding 

147.746 „ Hake 

2,907i „ Haddock 

40,405 „ Glassen 

32,059: » Conger 

26 barrels — Glassen, pickled 

227 „ Ding „ 

719 „ Hake „ 



133^ 60 Fish Oil produced for Bounty. 

— ■ Whalebone produced for Bounty. 



186 1 ’ro 44 cwts. — Dried Fish to Great Britain 

’ 43 „ to West Indies 

jQg barrels — Pickled Fish to Great Britain 

s. d. ~ 

■ — Tonnage Bounty for the Open Sea Hening Fishery 

6 I 842 15 0 Production Bounty on Herrings 

0 829 10 0 Tonnage Bounty for the White Fisheries 

0 1 12079 7 0 ™. Production Bounty on White Fish 

~ Bounty on Pilchards and Mackerel 

— Do. on pickled Glassen. Hake, Cod, and Ding 

— — Do. on Fish Oil 

— Do. on Whalebone 

£ e. d. 

I 12 0 163,376 7 10 Total BouatieH. 

4 3 7* Salaries 

5 12 1 Travelling Expenses; Stationery and Printing; Law Ex. 

ponses ; I’ostage ; Rent and Taxes ; with Gencr^ Incidents 

68,142 12 5 Total Charges of Establishment. 



Total Grants to 6th April, 1830.5 



1 Payments out of the AnnuaUh'anti. 

3 19 10 I 6693 12 6 18,824 6 2 For Improvemeut or Construction of Piers and Quays 

— j — 2,369 14 5 To poor Fishermen for Repairing Boats and for Tackling 

— — 690 8 2 Ho. for New Boats. 

I 21,714 7 ~9 Se6 Note. — Pier and Loan Fund. J 




32] 



APPENDIX TO THE FIRST REPORT OF THE 



APPENDIX, No. X. 



BOATS and FISHERMEN employed in the Irish Fisheries, in the Year ended 5th April, 1830, as set forth in the 
11th Report of the late Commissioners of Irish Fisheries. 



Counties. 




Decked Vessels. 


Half-decked Vessels. 


Open Sail Boats. 


Row Boats. 


Total No, 


Stations. 


No. 


Tonnage 


Men. 


No. 


Tonnage 


Men. 


No. 


Men. 


No. 


Men. 


of 

FisliermeD, 


Dublin 

Do. and ^ 


Balbriggan . . . 


85 


3073 


576 


4 


60 


22 


1 


5 


59 


331 


[ 3,002 


Dublin 


59 


2066 


366 


10 


268 


57 


250 


1,500 


30 


145 


) 




Wexford 








79 


725 


392 


413 


2,222 






2,614 




Dungarvan ... 


69 


1239 


383 


64 


960 


320 


40 


200 


270 


1,080 


1,983 


Cork 


Bantry 


8 


170 


46 


5 


68 


24 


59 


294 


641 


3,341 


1 




4 


107 


25 


27 


445 


143 


50 


226 


336 


1,973 


^14,621 






10 


317 


100 


20 


309 


146 


16 


123 


577 


3,551 






5 


110 


30 


162 


2,133 


855 


46 


236 


662 


3,508 


J 


Kerry 


Dingle 


1 


16 


3 


28 


226 


141 


215 


1,448 


24 


81 


1 3,562 


Valentia 








5 


48 


24 


115 


805 


190 


1,060 






2 


64 


12 


163 


.1467 


652 


12 


48 


443 


1,749 


2,461 


Galway 


Clifden 








15 


306 


48 


170 


522 


1,295 


5,714 


Galway 


12 


281 


59 


9 


150 


45 


499 


2,495 


1,219 


4,876 






Westport 


10 


170 


49 


21 


179 


84 


117 


397 


1,085 


4,791 


5,321 


Sligo 

Donegal 


Sligo 


4 


71 


25 


8 


57 


40 


43 




556 


3,356 


3,677 


Rathmullen ... 
Killibegs 














21 


• 92 


502 

757 


2,567 

3,974 


1 6.633 




Belfast 


15 


275 


67 


27 


294 


121 


337 


1,229 


116 


709 


2,126 




Ardglass 


39 


li28 


245 


100 


1231 


584 


69 


412 


300 


1,200 


2,441 


Louth 


Carlingford ... 


22 


23 


161 


22 


531 


154 


10 


50 


440 


2,206 


2,571 




Total 


345 


9,810 


2,147 


769 


9,457 1 3,852 


2,483 


12,560 


9,522 


46,212 


64,771 



APPENDIX, No. XI. 



BOATS and MEN engaged in the Coast Fisheries of Ireland, in 1836, enumerated by the Officers of the Coast Guard. 





Decked Vessels. 


Half- 


ecked Vessels. 


Open Sail Boats. 


Row Boats. 




Counties, in Geographical Order. 


No.' 


Total 

Tonnage 


Men. 


No. 


Total 

fonunge 


Men. 


No. 


Men. 


No. 


Me.. 


Fisherme:i 




85 


3,321 


645 


23 


232 


128 


60 


261 


41 


153 


1,207 




36 


1,330 


144 




33 




6 


36 


24 


96 


298 




39 


1,174 


156 


153 


1,425 


858 


57 


246 


14 


38 


1,378 




I 


20 


6 


77 


683 


493 


209 


1129 


229 


1,228 


2,856 










101 


1,668 


595 


52 


301 


266 


1,260 


2,156 




13 


302 


82 


233 


3,315 


1,316 


346 


1,698 


2,039 


10,353 


13,738 




1 


22 


7 


44 


498 


234 


421 


2,612 


610 


3,458 


6,311 










7 


88 


35 


39 


141 


334 


1,236 


1,462 


Galway 

Mayo 

Sligo 


i 


18 


4 


116 


1,125 


525 


479 


2,260 


1,376 


5,750 


8,539 








4 


42 


12 


12 


42 


677 


3,548 


3,768 










"ei 




10 


29 


172 


995 


1,294 


8 


130 


28 


li 


42 


84 


289 


1169 


6,254 


6,613 


Antrim, fincluding also the Coast! 


5 


60 


15 


3 


25 


9 


13 


38 


242 


746 




to Lough Foyle) ) 


13 


288 


67 


83 


872 


363 


23 


92 


358 


1,608 


2,305 


Louth 


13 


434 


80 


11 


225 


52 


1 


5 


313 


1,106 


1,378 


Total 


215 


7,099 


1,234 


870 


10,292 


4,684 


1,812 


9,179 


BBBil 


37,829 


54,119 



Co. Dublin. 



Co. Wicklow. 
Co. Wexford. 
Co. Cork. 



EXPLANATORY NOTES appended to the Returns by the Coast Guard Officers. 

At Malahide, there are only twenty regular fishermen for all the boats. — (Lieut Jones.) 

At Rush, there are several fishing boats laying up for want of repair, and some men are thrown out 
of employment. — (Lieut. Lawrence.) 

The Officer at Bray reports, “ Eighty fishermen work the whole of the boats by turn : the other 
thirty are only employed during the Herring Fishery.” — (Lieut. Labine.) 

The Officer for the Bar of Lough station reports — “ These persons, being holders of small farms, 
go out only a few times, to procure a supply for home consumption.” — (Mr. Read.) 

The Officer at Youghal reports, “ None are regular fishermen, but the eighty-two men belonging 
to the hookers. The others have different employments, and fish occasionally when the fish come to 
the coast.”. — {Mr. O’Connell) 

The Officer at Barryscove reports, “ There are no regular fishermen, being all engaged in agricul- 
ture.” — {Lieut. Tracey.) 

The Officer at Oyster Haven reports, “ There are eight row or sean boats within my guai'd, but 
manned entirely by small farmers, their servants or labourers. There are sixteen hookers, with from 
eight to nine fishermen in each, but miserably off from want of some encouragement or loan fund; 
being scarcely able to provide themselves with any other fishing gear but hand lines. In fact, at times 
they can scarcely afford to buy bait.” — {Lieut. Kempe.) 

At Kinsale, of the persons who fish, “ 270 are partly employed as small farmers.” — {Lieut. Laish.) 

The Officer at Castletownsend reports, “ The above list includes boats used for fishing before and 
after the harvest; but not by regularly established fishermen — persons who go ontwhen they can be 
spared from agricultural pursuits.” — {Lieut. Taylor) 
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The Officer of Ballycroneen station reports, “ The sis boats belong to farmers, that occ^ionally go Co. Cork, 
fishing in very fine weather and summer time. There are no fishermen.” — (Mr. Jenkins.) 

The Officer of Whitehouse district, (including Bantry,) reports, “ Most of these persons have other 
occupations, such as farming, labouring, &c.” — (Jieut. Senior.) . „ 

The Officer of Garinish station reports, « The fishermen here cultivate land, and work at the mines. 

(Mr. Wade.) , . , , i 

The Officer of Castletown station reports, “ None of these persons or their boats are solely em- 
ployed in the. Fisheries.”— (i¥r. Kinner.) „ ■, -l\ v 

At Valentia, there are not any regular fishermen.— (iJfr. Wordsworth.) , 

The Officer for Brandon district reports, “ Those who fish in row-boats are widely settled m ditterent 
directions from the coves in which their boats are kept, and are only employed in the Mackerel ^ 

Herring seasons 5 so that none but those who fish in canoes can be termed regular fishermen. —(Mr. 

'^^Tofficer for Castle-Gregory district reports, “Those men are employed in different occupations 
besides fishing, such as going with freights, and in farming, &c.” — (Lieut. Simmonds.) • 1 r- r>i 

The Officer for Killeradine district, at the mouth of the Shannon, states, “ It is only at particular Co. Clare, 
periods, viz., the Herring season in the fall, and long line fishing in the spring, that these people ven- 
ture in their frail little canvass canoes, with four men in each, for the purpose of procuring a sufficient 
stock for themselves and families. There are from 70 to 100 of these canoes, and about twenty or 
ihir^' half- decked boats, of thirty tons each, employed in carrying turf and gram to Limerick market. 

Ballyvoughan district, west of Blackhead, (Galway Bay,) reports, “ None but forty- Co. Galway, 
five poor persons at Glanina, and they have not boats”— (they fish in curraghs or canoes,)— ‘ depend 
entirely on fishing for subsistence.”— (XieiiJ. Hunteri) 

The Officer for Kilkerran Bay, Greatman’s Bay, &c. reports, “ There are not here any regular 

fishermen.” — (Mr. Hooper.) , „ . 

The Officer for Roundstone, Birterbui Bay, ^&c. reports, “ There are not any regular fishermen 
here.” — (Lieut. Hunter i) , . „ , . 

The Officer for Mannin Bay district reports. “ The people of this county are generally employed 
about their land, unless when fish appear. Then, those who can afford time, go in a boat ; therefore, 
the men on the whole line of coast are employed occasionally.”---(¥>'. 

The Officer of Claggan district, (from Dog Island to Renvyl Point,) reports— I know of none, ex- 
clusively fishermen. The entire male population of the country is employed in the fisheries. —(Lieut. 

The Officer of Doonkeehan district, westward of Ballycastle, reports, “ There are no regular fish- Co. Mayo, 
ermen on this part of the coast. When Herrings make their appearance, each person who has a share 
of a boat, curr^h, or net, endeavours to take as many as he can. At other times, he is (in summer) 
an agriculturist, and (in winter) generally an idler.”— (ize«t. Henri.) 

The Officer at Ballycastle reports, “ The difference between the numbw of men in the boats, and 
the column for the number of fishermen, is owing to the number of men who have been brought up to 
the fishery, but who have no boats to go to sea in ; as, when the boats become old and unserviceable, 
they have not been latterly replaced by new ones, which I beheve_ to be pnncipally owing to the 
poverty of the people. Four boats became unserviceable on this station last winter, and no new ones 

Uve been gotten in their stead.”— (i^r.iTarc^tJ^'-.) « 'n, 

The Officer of Kilcummin district, extending from Clogher to Killalla, reports, There are fre 
quently eight or nine men in each boat: more than half as many more men leave liie shore for want 

Ke'Wi?Gu»“dSttict of Pulochony, at the rber Eskj, there are about three hondretl fisher- Co. Sligo, 
men, having neither nets, lines, nor boats. — (Lieut. Higgon) ....... rux- t r. t. i 

From the coast of the Rosses, including Rutland and the other adjoining islands, the Officer of the Co. Donegal. 
Guard reports, “ All these boats are chiefly used for carrying sea-weed ; but all would be engaged in 
tL Fisheries, if there were materials. With the small means the fishermen have, it is estimated that 
over two hundred thousand Herrings were killed this winter. They were_ all earned to the interior ; 
and had there been nets, it is impossible to estimate the quantity that might have been taken, they 
were so numerous.” — (Lieut. Careyi) _ c . 

In the Coast Guard district from Sheephaven, including Tory and Innisbofin Islands, there are forty- 
two corraiho, «nd only ten bonis. The OIKcer of the Guard states, “ 1 hough I have returned the 
boats, I Sow they are not fitted tor fishing in any sort of rough weather, they not h.vmg oars or 
sails neither have they nets or proper fishing Hues; yet, the people persevere, and succeed m getting 
Si Uetever a. we.tLr pernifts. I speah^hiefiy of the Tory people,-;-(i...l. M- GUtl.ty.) 

In Shoephaveu Bay, there are only twelve men who live by fishing. They belong to Donfonaghy, 
and fish in curraghs. The other persons on tho coast who fish, ore only engaged in the Herring bish- 

'^^mlTing? Bar*nd Muiroy river, the boats used arc curraghs, formed of light timber 6 ames, 
covered with horse-skins or canvass.- — (Lieut. Harris.) , „ , , 

From Culmore to Moville, and thence to Struvehead, Innishowen, the fishermen are dispersed along 
the coast, and draw up their boats at places nearest to their houses. — (Lieut. Lyons.) ^ ^ . 

The eieht row-boats at Portrush are used only in summer, by fishermen employedin the ^1-boats Co. Antrim, 
during otLr parts of the year ; and then, the other hands of the sail-boats are at sea m various pur- 

*'^*Th«e not any persons on the coast of Antrim, between the Causeway and C^rickfergus, who 
are more employed in fishing than in other avocations. Fishing is an occ^ional occugiti^ re- 
sorted to by fhe^ majority only in ^nmmoT.-(Coast Guard Returiis from 

Larne, BalUigelly, Gei-ron, Cushendal, Cushendon, Raghhn Island, Bal^casUe, and BaUintoy.) 

In Melisle Coast Guard district, there are not any regular fishermen^(i¥r. Heard.) Co. Down. 

At Johusport and Ballylialbert, the greater part of the men in the fishing boats follow other avoca- 

^'°In itroMfo^Colt Guard district, there are no regular fishCTmen. Fishing is earned on during 

the season by labourers of the soil, and other persons— Pn T cfh 

At O’Meith, (near Cai-lingford,) when Herrings enter the Loch, about forty boats are employed Co. Louth, 
in taking them, each boat having five men ; and as the actual fishermen are not then sufficient, persons 
are brought from the adjoining farms, who receive shares. In all, about two hundred persmisliae 
been employed in this Hemng fishery, for two or three monthsm the last two years.— (iiewi. Oilbeit.) 
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ABSTRACT of the ACCOUNTS Appended to the Reports madebyths 





1809. 


1810. 


1811. 


1812. 


1813. 


1814. 


1815. 


1. Boats and Men employed within cognizance of 
the British Fishery Officers. 
















Boats, decked and nndecked . • 
















Fishermen and boys 





















Peraons iruttine. nackine. renackine. cleaning ? 


" 


“ 




“ 




- 




or drying fish . . . . 5 
















Labourers • . . . 





.... 


• 










Total number of persons 









— 





_ 




Fish curers 


— 


~~ 


— 


— 


— 




- 


2. Fish Cured. 
















Ilemngs gutted . . . . barrels 


42,548 

47,637i 


65,430 


72,515i 


89,9001 

63,587i 


62,931i 


105,372} 




„ ungutted ■ . . . „ 


26,397i 


39,004 


57,611 


54,767 


26,6703 




90,1851 


91 ,827 i 


ni,619i 


163, 488^ 


110,6421 


160,139} 


162,6511 


Cod, Ling, and Hake, including Pollock. 
















Number caught or purchased 








— 





— 







Dried . . . . . . cwts 


— 





. . 


.... 








Pickled .. .. .. barrels 
















Ditto . . . . . . cwts 


- 


~ 




” 


“ 


“ 




3. Fish found entitled to the Crown Brand. 
Herrings . . . . . . barrels 


34,701 


55,662i 


58,430 


70,027i 


38,184i 


83,376 




Dried Cod, Ling. Hake, (fee. .. cwts 










Pickled ditto . . barrels 


“ 


— 


” 


" 


— 


-V.. 




4. Fish Exported. 

To Irelanil. — Herrings, gutted . . barrels 






9586 


16,255 


91171 


22,041 




„ ungutted . . do. 

To other places in Europe. Herrings, gutted do. 







20,831J 


41,725 


33,944 


27,5943 




5291i 


9927 


394 


6412J 


14,026 


24,216 


13,576} 


„ ungutted do. 


22,722i 


18,285 


4336 


6634 


9917 


11,676 




To places out of Europe. — I-Iemngs, gutted, do. 


6772 


8953 


17,584 


18,433 


ll,786i 




„ ungutted, do. 


2062 


968 


10,088J 


22,266 


39,613i 


33,096} 


18,150} 




36,848 


38,133 


62,820 


I09,725J 


118,403} 


141,306} 


107,638 


Dried Cod, Ling, Hake, <fec. 
















To Ireland . . . . cwts. 
















To other places in Europe . . do. 
















1 0 places out of Europe . . do. 


— 


— 


— 




_ 




_ 


Pickled Cod, Ling, &c. barrels 


: 




_ 


-• 


“ 




” 


5. Fish Oil. 
















Produced for Bounty tuns 
















Quantity entitled to Bounty .. do. 


— 


— 


_ 


_ 






_ 


6. Bounties. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 








£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


Tonnage Bounty for the Deep Sea Herring Fish- ? 












ery, out of the annual Grant of £3000 by> 
Act of 1808, cap. 110 .. ^ 


624 0 0 


1600 0 0 


1742 0 0 


*2188 0 0 


3369 0 0 


871 0 0 


960 0 0 


Bounty on Herrings 

Tonnage Bounty for thi- Cod, Ling, and Hake 7 


3470 2 0 


6666 5 0 


5843 0 0 


7002 15 0 


3818 9 0 


8337 12 0 


23081 0 0 


Fisheries, by Act of 1820, 1st Geo. IV., cap. L 
103 .. .. .. \ 

Douiityfor dried Cod, Ling, Hnke,<fec.— 4y. iier? 




_ 


— 






- 


- 


cwt. bv Act of 1820, cap. 103 .. ^ 
















Bounty for Pickled Cod, <fec. — 2s. Gd. ]«r bar- 2 
















rel, granted by the same Act .. ^ 

Bounty on Fish Oil — £3 per tun of eight barrels, 2 
granted by the same Act . . ^ 




— 








" 


— 




"" 






"" 


"" 


“ 




3994 2 0 


7166 5 0 


7585 0 0 


9190 15 0 


7187 9 0 


9208 12 0 


24,041 0 0 


7. Grants. 

For Fisbewy Piers and Quay.s, under the act of-\ 
















1824, 5 Geo. IV., cap. 64, being part of the A 
annual grunt of £3000, bract of 1808. oao.! 
















110. applied until 1825 in preminms for cvi-C 
















couraging the outfit of boats for the deepsea\ 
















Herring Fishery . . . . J 
















For repairing the boatsofpoor fishermen; also 3 
















by the act 5 Geo. IV., cap. 64, being the re- ( 
sidue of the grant of £3000 a-yoar. madec 




.... 






-w. 




-V- 


midor Ihelaw of 1808 .. \ 
















8. Expenses of /ssfoi/isAmcnf.— (See note.) 
















Salaries and incidental charges 




- 


5000 0 0 


4000 0 0 


6000 0 0 


4000 0 0 


6000 0 0 



Notes to the foregoing Abstract.' 

Bonis and Inshermen. It ivill be observed that the number of Boats and Fishermen employed in Scotland in 1835, exceeds the greatest number emplojt'i 
dumig the permd^of Bounties.— The enuraeraU^^^^ oflrish boats and fishermen exhibits a decrease See Appendix, Nos. 10 and 11. . 

Fisk Cured. The number of barrels of Herrings cured annually since the abolition of Bounties, has increased, except in 2834, when there was a failure iii 
the Fishery; but the quantity of Cod, Ling, Hake, Uc. has decreased. The British Fishery Commissioners ascribe the decrease in the quantity of Cod, Lii(t, 
&c., exhibited for inspection, “ To the loss of tlie Bounty, without which tlic curers allege tliat the business cannot be carried on with advantage ; the with- 
drawing of the Gravesend wcll-smaeks, from the superiiitoiidence of the Fishery Officers, since the Bounty was repealed ; the emigration of a great number of 
fishermen from tlie Highlands and Islands of Scotland ; and a succession of bad fishing seasons, from a scarcity offish on the coiist.’' (Lellcr to Ihe Irisk Ceei- 
rnissioners nf Inquiry. 21st Sepl. 1836.,) 
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No- 

SCOTLAND. 



CoMifissiosEES OF THE BRITISH FISHERIES, from the Period of their Appointment. 



1816. 


1817. 


1818. 


1819. 


1820. 


1821. 


1822. 


















Boats, decked and undecked 
















Fishermen and boys 
















Coopers 
















< Persons ffuttine. uackmcr. renackins. cleaning. 


— 




~~ 




— 






\ or drying fish 




































Totalnumber of persons 


_ 




— 


— 




— 


_ 


Fish curers 




204,270^ 


303,777} 


347,190} 


413,808 


291,626} 


225,037 


barrels— Herrings gtitted 


seieeri 


23,420} 


37,116} 


36,301 


28,887} 


24,897} 




„ „ uugutted 


193,3431 


227,691 


340,894 


382,491} 


442,195} 


316,524} 


248,869 


















Cod, Ling, and Hake, including Pollock. 














1,998,752 


Number caught or purchased 














64,573} 


cwts. Dried 




“ 


Z 




Z 


4919} 


3691 


barrels Pickled 
cwts. Ditto 


UO.OlSi 


183,089J 


270,022} 


309,700} 


363,872 


263,206} 


203,110 

54,573} 


barrels— Herrings 
cwts. — Dried Cod, Ling, Hake, &c. 










- 


4919} 


3691 


barrels — Pickled ditto 




44,304} 


77,196} 


92,656} 


120,289 


100,967} 


55,682} 


barrels — Herrings gutted — To Ireland 














845j 






43,368 




64,242} 


89,444 


34,670 


37,862} 


do. Herrings gutted — To other places in Europe 








80 






ungntted 






82,773 


87,197 


79,712} 


77,263 


76,914} 


do. Herrings gutted — To places out of Europe 


9970 


4382 


2362 


907 


124 


232 






138,628i 


162,339} 


227,162 


253,516 


294,805} 


214,956 


170,446 




^ 














Dried Cod, Ling, Hake, ifec. 














6907 


cwts. — To IrSaad 












10,614} 


11,248} 


do. To other places in Europe 


_ 










2774 


2243 


do. To places out of Europe 












19,578} 


19,398} 






_ 


_ 










barrels.— Pickled Cod, Ling, <fec. 














165} 


tuns. — Oil produced for Bounty 






_ 


„ 




113} 


161} 


do. Quantity entitled to Bounty 


£ d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ e. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. a. 


£ s. d. 


( Tonnage Bounty for the deep sea Herring Fish- 


2550 0 0 


1795 0 0 


2529 ,0 0 


2614 0 0» 


2978 0 0 


4379 0 0 


3000 0 0 


-3 ery, out of the annual grant of £3000 by ilct 
^ oflSOS, cap. no 


27930 7 3 


36590 12 6 


53973 11 6 


61923 10 3 


72578 9 9 


52630 11 0 


40619 13 3 


Bounty on Herrings 

C Tonnage Bounty for the Cod, Ling, and Hake 






__ 




„ 


2225 17 0 


3752 5 0 


Fisheries, by Act of 1820, 1st Geo. IV. cap. 












10047 1 0 


10914 14 0 


S Bounty for dried Cod, Ling, Hake, &c. — is. pet 
/ cwt. by act of 1820, cap. 103 








™. 




614 18 9 


461 7 6 


5 Bounty for pickled Cod, <fec. — 2«. 6rf. per barrel, 
/ granted by the same Act 








„ 




339 18 9 


483 18 9 


5 Bounty on Fish Oil -£3 per tun of eight barrels, 
( granted by the same Act. 


50480 7 3 


38385 12 6 


66502 11 .6 


64637 10 3 


76656 9 9 


70237 6 6 


59231 18 6 


















For Fishery Piers and Quays, under the Act of 
















i 1824, 5th Geo. IV., cap. 64, being part of the 
1 annual grant of £3000, by Act of 1808, c.ap. 




~ 


"" 










^ 110, applied until 1825 in premiums for eu- 

/ conragtug the outfit of boats for the deep sea 
L Herriug Fishery. 

C For repairing the boats of poor fishermen ; also 
















1 by the act of 6th Geo. IV., cap. 64, being the 


~ 


” 


- 


- 






"" 


j residue of the grant of £3000 a-year made un- 
^ der the law of 1808. 


£ !. d. 












£ c. d. 


Salaries and incidental charges. —(See note.) 


7000 0 0 


8000 0 0 


7000 0 0 


10000 0 0 


9000 0 0 


11703 17 2 





The white fish Bounties were allowed in Scotland only for Cod, Ling, and Hake. In Ireland they were also given for Haddock, Giessen, and Conger ; but 
under the name of Hake, other fish were admitted for the Scotch Bounties, as appears by the following extract from the British Commissioners Report for 
* A question having- boon stated, whether Tusk fish were to be considered as coming under the denomination of ^^ke, tlie Cotnmi 



162i 



le the abolition of Bounties 



that not only Tusk, but also Saith, Cole fish or Pollock, were comprehended under Uiat generic term ; and directed the Ofliceis i 
ae^rdingly, if cured conformably to the regulations.” * . , • 

Enlitledio the Oroum Brand . — Thequantity offish exhibited for inspection and found entitled to the brand, has decreased si 
and the quantity of fish branded has become considerably less than the quantity exported. 

£,rporiecf.— Before 1816, there was a Bounty of 2 j. 8<f. a bairelon white-Herrings exported; this Bounty was abolished in 18.5 j but the exportation 
afterwards increased annually: and has also been augmenting since the abolition of the production Bounties in 1829. The quality of the Henings exported 
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APPENDIX, 
FISSBRIES OF 

ABSTRACT of the ACCOUNTS Appended to the Reports made by the 





1823. 


1824. 


1826. 


1826. 


1827. 


1828. 


1829. 


1. Boats and Men employed. 






















10,365 


47^371 


11,074 


11,166 






-A- 


... 


44,598 


47,733 


47,953 




Coopers .. . . - . 








2106 


2150 


2100 


1982 




Per.sona gutting, packing, repacking, cleaning,? 
or drying fish . . . . j 




_ 


21,390 


21,503 


23.044 


21,719 


22,301 


— 




7947 


8770 


8144 


7178 




Total number of persons .. •• 








76,041 


79,794 


81,021 


78,832 




Fish curers . . . . • . 


— 


— 










1995 
















• 


Herrings gutted . . . . barrel 


335,450 


803,397 


340,118 


269,1713 


339,360 


300,2423 


280,9331 


„ nngutted . . . . „ 


66,7405 


44,2683 










48,6233 




392,1905 


347,6663 


379,2331 


288,4963 


399,778 


356,9793 


329,667 


Cod, Ling, and Hake, inclnding Pollock. 


2,226,509 

63,690 

6437 


1,722,489 

62,135 






3,185,736 

82,6153 


3,125,380 

81.3213 




Dried .*! ‘ . . . . cwts 


69,1363 


96,1613 


10L9i4 




3631 


6621 




61423 


6819 




Ditto . . . . . . cwts 






36341 


9273 


6726 


6786 


66523 


















Herrings . . . . barrel 


299,631 


270,8443 


294,4223 


223,606 


279,3173 


234,827 






63,690 

5437 


62,335 


66,315| 




74,1031 






Pickled ditto . . barrel 


8531 


6337 


80083 


66O93 


6204 


8464 


















To Ireland. Herrings gutted .. barrel 


U6,649i 


96,2751 


121,3663 


78,264 


108,2873 


105,9313 


87,248 


„ ungUtted do 




134 












To other places in Europe. — Herrings gutted, do 


40,204 


36,0293 










24,302 


nngutted, do 








70,786 


— 






To places out of Etrope. — Herrings, gutted, do 
„ ungutted, do 


82,682 


70,6773 




77,989 




66^226 


— 




— 








1446 




239,630| 


202,0163 


217,0733 


166,406 


211,659 


205,8763 


181,6543 


















To Ireland .. .. cwts 


48963 


47763 


6663| 


9184 


8006 


14,400 




To other places in Enrope . . do 


13,4333 


6436 




33913 


40863 


46S43 




To places out of Europe .. do 




28763 






1117 


1603 


19183 




23,098 


14^0873 


72813 


14,0511 


13,2083 


20,687f 


16,369J 


Pickled Cod, Ling, Ac. . . barrels 














- 


5. Fish Oil. 
















Produced for Bounty . . tuns 


209| 


262^ 


233 


— 




— 




Quantity entitled to Bounty . . do 


2063 


258 X 


233 




— 


— 




6. Bounties. 


£ s. d. 


£ 4. d. 


£ 4. d. 


£ 4. d. 


£ 4. d. 


£ 4. d. 




Tonnage Bounty for the DeepSe.a Herring Fish-? 
















erv, out of the Annual Grant of £30U0 byL 
Act of 1808, cap. 110 .. ) 

Bounty on Herrings 


3000 0 0 


3000 0 0 




— 


“ 


- 




59919 16 0 


54167 16 0 


58884 10 0 


33662 17 0 


28001 9 6 


11774 .5 0 




Tonnage Bounty for the Cod, Ling, and Hake 
















I'isherieS, by Act of 1820, IstGeo.lV. cap.L 
103 .. .. > 

Bounty for dried Cod, Ling, Hake, Ac. — 4*. per ? 
cwt. by Act of 1820, cap. 103. .. S 


4020 4 0 


3632 2 0 






4672 7 0 


2070 6 0 


2256 2 0 


12718 0 0 


10427 0 0 


13263 3 0 


16437 3 0 


14820 16 0 


14700 2 0 


18462 18 0 


Bounty for pickled Cod, Ac. — 2s. 6«f. per bar-? 
rel, granted by the same Act . . ? 


679 12 6 


441 7 6 


667 2 C 


1001 1 3 


701 3 9 


775 10 0 


1058 0 0 


Bounty-oil FishOil — £3per tun of eight barrels, ? 
granted by the same Act . . y 


620 6 0 


776 16 3 


69 16 0 


- 


- 




- 




80957 16 6 


72645 1 9 


81498 19 6 


57951 14 3 


48U95 15 3 


29320 2 0 


32066 18 6 


7 Grants 
















Foh Fishery Piers and Quays, under the Actof 
















1824, 6th Goo. IV. cap. 64, being part of the / 
















annual grant of £3000, by Act of 1808. cap.f 
110, applied until 1826 in premiums for en-^' 






2500 0 0 


2600 0 0 


2500 0 0 


2500 0 0 


2600 0 0 


ftouriigiiig the outfit of boats for the deep seal 
















Herring i'ishery .. .. 

For repairing the boats of poorfisbermen, also 1 
by the oct 6th Geo. 11'., cap. 64, being thef 
residue of the grant of £3000 a-year. fnadei 






500 0 0 


600 0 0 


500 0 0 


600 0 0 


600 0 0 


under the law of 1808 ., ^ 






















3000 0 0 


3000 0 0 


3000 0 0 


3000 0 0 


3000 0 0 


8. Expenses of Establishment.— note.) 
Salaries and incidental charges 


.... 








— 


— 





has improved at the same time, the exportation of unpttcd fish having annually decreased, and the exports to tlie Continent of Europe since 1823, cen- 
sisting entirely of gutted fisli, and since 1827, consisting principally of Herrings cured and assorted Recording to the Dutcli mode. These improvements, 
as they liave extended since the abolition of all Bounties, can only be ascribed to competition for preference in the markets. 

An account presented to the House of Commons on the 29th of April 1823, shows, that in the nine years commencing with 1814, and ending with 1832, 
there were exported from Great Britain to the British West Indies, 686,712^i( barrels of wliite Herrings, 2176)^ barrels Of red Herrings, and 21,611 barrels 
of Pilchards, (vis., 13,717 in 1814, 6688 in 1815, 1119 in 1316, and 87 in 1817, after which no more Pilchards were exported to tliose colonies, during the 
period of the account,)— also, 41,765 cwts. of Cod, Ling, and Hake, 6I714 barrels of Salmon, with pickled Oysters, Mackerel, Eels, &c., entered as of the 
value of £2380 2r. The Bounties paid on these exports in 1814 and 1815, amounted to £22,114 6s. ; and in the six succeeding years, ending wil!> 

1821, the total amount paid was only £1142 8 j. ; while in 1822, no Bounties whatever were paid on the exports } yet the quantityof each kind of fish exportel 
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1830. 


1831. 


1832. 


1833. 


1834. 


1836. 






11,059 


11,008 


11,284 


11,359 


11,427 






49,164 


41,181 


49,2i2 


49,462 


49,720 


Fishermen and boys 


2027 


1883 


1869 


1926 


1905 


1989 


Coopers 


23,067 


22,724 


24,418 


23,972 


23,886 


26,038 


Persons euttins. nackinff. renackinc. cleanine. or drying fish 




6790 


6987 


7167 


7071 


7235 


Labourers 




80,566 


81,466 


82,266 


82.323 


84,982 


Total number of persons 


1876 


1762 


1808 


1831 


1787 


1916 


Fish curers 


371,096 


313,1134 


353,6844 


382,6774 


217,2424 


399,334 


barrels — Herrings gutted 


68,274^ 


49,647 


63,279} 


68,863} 


60,0744 


98,280} 


n n ungutted 


439,3704 


362,660J 


416,9644 


461,6314 


277,317 


497,614} 




— 












Cod, Ling, and Hake, including Pollock. 
Number caught or purchased 




1,781,800 


2,168,120 


1,942,633 

62,7104 


1,605,654 

44,162} 


1,600,304 

38,0404 




60,293 


68,4614 


cwts. — Dried 


29604 


37794 


64674 


65224 


37674 


6276 


barrels — Pickled 


- 




" 


— 






cwfs. — Ditto 




157,8394 


168,2694 


178,0004 

14,2554 


86,0794 


192,317 


larrels — Herrings 




13,879| 


13,6814 


94924 




cwts. — Dried Cod, Ling, Hake. &c. 


24594 


3230 


43934 


3829 


2235 




barrds — Pickled ditto 




126,6914 


113,380 


146,771 


72,682 


167,252 


barrels — Herrings gutted — To Ireland 




18664 




2433 


1278 




do. ungutted 


61,6654 


31,1004 


47,5564 


56,852 


34,050 


48,4514 


do. Herrings gutted —To other places in Europe. 














do. „ ungutted 


71,832 


57,1284 


67,493 


66,5104 


49,4934 




do. Herrings gutted — To places out of Europe 


1115 


813 


1498 




1302 




do. „ ungutted 


264,903 


217,499} 


220,6844 


272,0934 


168,8064 


273,3934 
















Dried Cod, Ling, Hake, <fec. 


48064 


12,3974 


73214 


7O6O4 


47884 


44754 


cwts. — To Ireland 


4980f 


4872 


2904 


601 44 


4482 




do. To other places in Europe 


21334 


28994 


4,529 


32244 


1362 




do. To places out of Europe 


11,9204 




14,7644 

67 


s n noc| 


10,6324 


10,992} 




47 


« 


barrels — Pickled Cod, Ling, &c. 




= 




Z 


. ~ 


z 


tuns— Oil produced for Bounty 
do. Quantity entitled to Bounty 


£ s. li. 


£ a. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ a. d. 


£ *. d. 


£ a. d. 


r Tnn^age Bounty for the Deep Sea Herring Fishery, out 


- 




- 


- 


- 


"" 


.J of the annual grant of £3000 by Act of 1808, cap. 

1 liO 




























C Tonnage Bounty for the Cod, Ling, and Hake Fisheries, 


„ 








— 




J by Act of 1820, 1st Geo. IV., cap. 103 














S Bounty for dried Cod, Ling, Hake,&o. — is. per owt. by Act 














J of 1820, cap. 103 

S Bounty for Pickled Cod, <fec.— 2s. 6rf. per barrel, granted by 




























i "RnTmiv nn Flab Oil — £3 per ton of eight barrels granted by 














4 the same Act 


- 




- 




_ 


















h For Fishery Piers and Quays, under the act of 1824, 5th 
j Geo. IV., cap. 64, being part of the annual grant of 

j £3000, by act of 1808, cap. 110, applied until 1825 

f in premiums for encouraging the outfit of boats for 


2500 0 0 


2500 0 0 


2500 0 0 


2500 0 0 


2500 0 0 


2500 0 0 


L the deep sea Herring Fishery 

f For repairing the boats of poor fishermen ; also by the act 
j of 6th Geo. IV., cap. 64, being the residue of the grunt 

j of £3000 a-year, made under the law of 1808 


600 0 0 


500 0 0 


600 0 0 


600 0 0 


600 0 0 


500 0 0 


3000 0 0 


3000 0 0 


3000 0 0 


3000 0 0 


3000 0 0 


3000 0 0 








- 








Salaries and incidental charges— fSec note.) 



except Pilchards, was greater in every year afUr 1815, down to 1821 inclusive, than in eitlier 1814 or 1815 ; in 1822 when there uu, 

Bounties paid, the exportation of Herrings exceeded that of 1814 by 14,394^ barrels, and that of 1816 by 11,003 barrels, and the exportation of Cod, LiUo, 

&c., was'4406t4 cwts. greater tlian the exports for both 1814 and 1816 united. , . v , toi.» 

paid, .Jordipj to tt, tonsoInE ob.tt.ot, i., £86t,838, Od !-.od .t .yp.m, b,. to 

bmary 18U,) that in Scotland, before the establishment of the present Fishery Board, there were Bounties paid out of Uic Revenues of Customs ana ixcise, tor 
the encouragement of the white Herring fishery, which in five years ended on the 6th July, 1809, amounted to £66,147 3^. 

The Bounties paid on the exportation of white and red Herrings, from Great Britain to, all countries, in eleven years ending nEh 1821, amouM 
£61,686 8r. 8d., of which £39,072,11*. was paid In Biigland, and £22,612 17*. 8d. in Scotland. (jIccoutUs presen/ed la Parkameni in 1821 and 1822.; 

The papers relating to the Scottish Fisheries presented to the House of Commons in AprU 1821, contain,— A Return of aU Grants for forming 



any export 
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and iinproTing Hai hours, Ports, Or places in Scotland, where I'islieries are or have been carried on, for the last fourteen years,” — of which the following is aj 

“ From the period to whicli the order extends, I am led to suppose that it refers to Acts passed in the year 1806, for application of tlie balances acetuioa 
from estates foifcitrd in consequence of the events of the year 1745, and restored to the heirs of the former proprietors in 1784, on conditions which left ^ 
considerable sum of money applicable to public purposes in Scotland. This fund long remained under the care of the Court of Exchequer in Scotland, and had 
been largely applied to such purposes ; when by one of the Acts passed in 1806, on the recommendation of a Select Committee of the House of Commons, the 
sum of £7,500 was assigned to the improvement of the harbour of Wick, iu Caithness, (46 Geo. III., cap. 156,) and I understand, that in consequence of the 
judicious application thereof, under the care of the Sritish Fishery Society, the Herring fishing at that place has been vastly increased, and that a new town' 
called Pulteuey Town, has arisen on the south side of the new harbour. By another Act passed at the same time, (46tli Geo. III., cap. 155,) the residue of 
the said balances was placed under the care of the Commissioners, wlio had been appointed three years before (by 43d Geo. III., cap. 80,) to superintend ilu> 
application of sums granted towards making roads and building bridges in the Highlands of Scotland: and as fast as the said residue has been realised, it has 
been applied to the improvement of harbours, several of which received aid on the plea of improvement of tlie Herring fishery 5 viz. to 1' ortrose, (the entrance 
(if the Beauley Firtli) has been assigned £2000 ; to Avoch, (on the same shore) £528 ; to Tobermory, (on the north side of the Isle of Mull) £1455; m 
Cullen, (on the Moray coast) £2,070; to Nairn, (at no great distance from Cullen) £2000 ; in all which cases a sum, equal to the sum assigned, has been 
contributed by the parties move immediately concerned in the intended benefit, according to the rules and regulations established by and under the Highland 
Road and Bridge Act. Total assigned to various harbours, £15,653.” 

“ If some of these liarbours are not wholly appropriated to the uses of the Fisheries, on the other hand, aid has been assigned for the improvement of other 
liai hours, which afford occasional shelter and even employment to fishing smacks ; so tlrat no material error will result from considering the sums above stated, 
as having been assigned to the improvement of harbours or places on the coast of Scotland, where Fisheries are now establislied.” 

(Signed) •“ JOHN RICKMAN, Secretary to the Commissioners of Highland Roads and Bridges,” 



The annual grant of £2500 for Piers and Quays, made under the Act of 5th Geo. IV., cap. 64, in lieu of so much of the grant for tonnage Bounties made 
under the Act of 1808, has been applied according to the following regulations submitted to the Lords of the Treasury, by the British Fisheries Commissioners, 
approved of, and promulgated in 1827- 

Regulation 1st. That the money to be granted by the Commissioners shall be applied to the building of Piers or Quaj-s for the accommodation of fishing 

boats and other fishing craft, only ; and not to piers or quays intended for the eccommodation of general trade. 

2d.— That where money has been allowed by tlie Commissioners for tire building of such piers or quays, all fishing boats, and other fishing craft, sliall hare 
free access to tlie same, and liberty to depart therefrom, witliout being subjected to the payment of hai'bour or port dues. 

3d. — Tliat persons requiring assistance for the building of piers or quays shall lodge an application with the Commissioners, specifying the place where ifij 
pier is to bo built, and the sum necessary for completing the same, together with a plan and specification of the work, and an estimate of the expense, by an 
engineer or other professional person ; and specifying also what part of the said expense they are willing to bear. 

4tli.— That an engineer sliai! be appointed by the Commissioners, vvhose duty it shall be to examine and report upon the situation of the intended pier, 
specifications of work, and estimates of expense ; that tlie officer of the fishery for the district shall also report as to the utility of such intended pier for the 
purposes of the fishery; that tlicsc reports shall bo considered and approved of by the Commissioners before any promise of assistance be given; and tliat before 
any assignment of money be granted, a report under the hand of tlie said engineer, shall be laid before the Commissioners, certifying tliat tlie part of the ei* 
pense agreed to be borne by the applicants has been actually paid and expended by them. 



Tlie following is an Abstract of the Tier and Quay Accounts, appended to tlie annual Reports of the 
Commissioners. 



Sites of Piers and Quays. 


of Grant 


Amount of Grant 


Proportion of Gran t to 
Total Expense. 


Rockfleld, Murray Firth, County of Ross .. 


1828 


£ 

322 


10 


0 


Three-fourths. 




do. 




97 


10 


0 


Do. 








1106 


13 


4 


Two- thirds. 


Cove of Dunglass, „ 


Berwick 


2829 


1200 


0 


0 


Three-fourths. 


Cellardyke, „ 


Fife . 




1219 




0 


Do. 




Berwick 


1830 


1459 


14 


6 


Less than Three-fourtlis. 




do. 




550 




0 


Do. 




Uaitliness 




289 




8 


Two-thirds. 


Culdingham, ,, 


Benvick 


1831 


907 


10 


0 


Three-fourths. 








7S3 




8 


Two till ids. 


Port-Ellen „ 


do. 


,, 


508 


19 




Do. 


Coldingliam Breakwater, „ 


Berwick 


1832 


236 


14 


0 


Three-fourths. 




Inverness 




976 




8 


Two-thirds. 


Keiss, „ 


Cailhiiess 




2066 


13 


4 


Do. 




do. 


1833 


1950 


0 


0 


Three-fourths. 


Do. (for repairs) „ 


do. 




36 


17 


7 


Two-thirds. 






1834 


1096 


13 


4 


Do. 


Cariiish, „ 


do. 




1206 


13 


4 


Do. 




Caithness 




36 


7 




Do. 


Fol't-iVilliam, (for extra work) „ 


Inverness 




151 


18 


1 


The whole. 


Total. 






£1,0,262 


14 


10 





The annual grant of £500 for poor fishermen, made in lieu of so much of the tonnage bounty, under the Act 6th Geo. IV., cap. 64, has been distributed 
according to the following regulations, approved of by the Lords of the Treasury, and promulgated in 1827. 

“ Assistance for the repair of boats sliail only be given to fishermen having families. The poverty of such fishermen, and tlie number and age of tlieir children, 
shall be certified to the Commissioners by the clergyman of the parish, or two or more persons of respectability residing there, who shall also transmit a certi- 
fied statement of tlio sum required for the repair of the boats ; and in all applications for assistance it shall be specially set forth in what way the Commis- 
sioners are to be assured tliat the money to Ijc granted sliall be applied to the purpose for wUieli it is intended.” 

“ Such assistance shall be confined to tlie repair of boats, and shall not extend to the supply of nets or lines ; and may bo given to poor fisliermen lesidingin 
any part of Scotland where there is a harbour,” 



The following is an Abstract of the Annual Accounts of the Distribution. 



Yeai-. 


Number of Boats for which aid 


Highest 
amount paid 
for one Boat. 


Lowest 

amount 


Total. 






£ s. d. 


£ s. 4. 


£ e. d. 


1827 


Twenty-six 


8 0 0 


1 6 0 


Ill 10 0 


1828 


One hundred and thirty-nine . . 


6 0 0 


0 10 0 


239 5 0 


1829 




9 6 0 


0 15 0 


306 15 0 


1830 


Ninety-six 


8 0 0 


1 0 0 


294 2 0 


1831 


One hundred and foity-fonr . . 


10 0 0 


0 12 0 


879 17 0 


1832 


One hundred and ninety-two . . 


10 0 0 


0 10 0 


600 0 0 


1833 




5 0 0 


0 16 0 


454 0 0 


1834 


One hundred and twenty 


8 10 0 


10 0 


500 0 0 
£278.5 9 0 



EstaUisl.mml . — Tlie amounts of salaries and incidental expenses given in the general abstract, Appendix No. XII, are taken from a Retiu'ii of payments 
out of the revenue of Scotland for those purposes, in ten years preceding 1821, — (wliich Return was presented to the House of Commons in April 1821,)—®"^ 
from another Return, presented in April 1822, of the salaries and incidental expenses for 1821. Tlie late Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries gave accounts of 
tlieir establishment, and expenses appended to their annual reports, but such accounts have not been published with the reports of the British Commissioners- 
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EXTRACTS from the Published Reports of the Commissioners of the British Fisheries, 
Scotland. 



On the Meshes of Nets. 

When the Act of the 48th Geo. III., cap. 110, was passed, the greatest part of the nets in the R,.„ort far isio 
possession of the fishermen were formed with meshes under the regulated standard of one inch from ^ 
knot to knot. To afford time therefore to the adventurers to provide themselves with nets of the 
legal standard, and to prevent the fishery from being obstructed, the Commissioners allowed a modifi- 
cation of the size for a limited period, which is now elapsed. The fishermen in some parts of the 
country, but principally it is believed in the Firth of Forth, not satisfied with the indulgence granted 
continued to make use of nets of a small and most ruinous size of mesh, upon the alleged mistaken 
idea, that with nets of larger mesh no Herrings could be caught in the seas where they were accus- 
tomed to fish. 

The Commissioners having every reason to believe that the allegation was unfounded, directed their 
officers to make frequent inspections of the nets, and to seize such as were under the modified standard 
of seven-eighths of an inch from knot to knot. The services of the superintendent of the deep sea 
Fishery, upon his return from the summer fishing, wore directed to the same object. His vessel, by 
the permission of tlie Admiral commanding at Leith, was stationed both last winter and the winter 
preceding, upon the fishing pound in the Firth of Forth, and his boats were almost constantly em- 
ployed from morning to night while the fishing there lasted, in examining the nets used at the 
fisliery. 

Many nets were in consequence seized, condemned and publicly burnt. The result turned out most 
favorably. I he small Hpnngs in a great measure disappeared, and the market in the neighbour- 
hood was abundantly supplied thereafter, to the end of both seasons, with Herrings of excellent quality 
and improved size. The change was so apparent, that the Commissioners, more convinced than ever 
of the advantage to be derived from enforcing to its full extent the regulations regarding the one inch 
mesh, have renewed their application to the Lords of the Committee of Council for Trade for an 
armed vessel to attend during the fishing upon the west coast, for the purpose of assisting the’ officers 
there in ^forcing the said regulation and other parts of the law, which, without such assistance can- 
not well be completely carried into effect. 

Soon after the appointment of the Commissioners, it was considered expedient to allow the Flerriiig R,.mrtfar isii 
fishers a period of two years to wear out their stock of nets, which were represented as being in gene- 
rd one inch in the mesh ; and to provide themselves with_others of the proper dimensions. The nets 
allowed to_ be used during this period were not to be less than seveii-eigths of an inch in the mesh and 
public notice given of this modification and indulgence, which was meant to apply to Englan’d as 
well as Scotland, and which was to cease upon the 5th of April, 1811. It appe^el however, from 
a memorial presented to the Lords of the Committee of Council for Trade by the Yorkshire fisher- 
men, and other fishermen in England, that they had till lately been ignorant of the existence of any 
law aliecting the size of the herring mesh, and that their nets being under one inch in the mesh were 
d course liable to be seized. In these circumstsnees the Commissioners considered it proper to allow 
two years for the Herrmg fishers in England, to provide themselves with nets of the standard size nf 
mesh, and directed notice thereof to be given by the fishery officer, in England, with intimation that 
the indulgence was o cease upon the 5th of April, 1813, after which the law would be enforced 

The period incMed in this Eeport being the first season after the expiration of the said indnlgenoe 
m Scotland, when hecririg-nets of one inch m mesh were required to be used, the Commissioned had 
their attention turned with much anxiety to the effects thereof on the fishery. The season is now 
past, and the Commtssioners are happy to say, that the fishery, instead of falling off, as was at first ore 
dieted by many, has been more abundant than in any season since their appointment. No compl.bts 
have hoen made to them from any part of Scotland, except from the Firth of Forth, where it S Im m 
been maintained by certain persons, that Im-ge sired Herrings were not to be found. The experimeffi 
has now been made there a. well as elsewhere j and considering all the circumstances of the e 
"■ore success than could have been expected. The Porthfishermon seemed to i 



ttandiiig all that had been said, the law would be relaxed, and therefore were much hater in nmcehdVm, 
t, thefisherythan nsnid t and when the, did proceed, upon finding their expeifto" 
the boats were neither half so numerous as usual, nor sttppiied with a proper stock of nets. Yet not. 



Mhslandiog these impediments, upwards of 2000 barrels were cured if Herrings such a, had never 

been seen in this neighhomdiood in point of sise and excellence; and it is net perhaps tee much to say 
that upwards of ten times that quantity of the same kind of Herrings were eoisumed fresh Had tlm 
same exertions been used as formerly the Commissioners have little douhl that corresponding success 

onldhave been experienced ; and they are persuaded th.lby.firm adherence to the salutary re“- 
hon of the size of the mesh, the Herring fishery in the Firth of Forth, which has for many yiarsbeen 
dwindling away from the improvident use of small meshed nets, and other ruinous modes of dcstrey- 
ing the fry, will, m the course of a short time, bo restored to its former prosperity ' 

men?” ’.'io"", Commissioners have received the mist encouraging testi- 

monies of the ntihty of the regulation, and of the success which has attended its inttoduclhfn. ® Peti- 
tions have been presented to tlicm, praying that the regulation may not be relaxed ; the fishermen 
some parts of the west coast, who were formerly inimical to a standard mesh, are now represented as 
bo mg satisfied of it. propnot^f ; and from the cirenmstanco of another season having commenced irith 
2,d, d® 5 Commissioners think it may be inferred that the advantage of ,”id 

Standard of mesh is now acknowledged in most parts of Scotland. ^ ^ ’ 

The exertions of the Commissioners have, as usual, been directed to nrevpnffh,^ ii i j » 

nets in thefishery; and although it has hitherto been impossible ?o preront t£e 
nets by people in some remote districts, the Commissioners are happv to reoort that ->t tl. ^ ^ 

ports in Scotland from which vessels are fitted out for the Herrinsr fisLrv tLro ^ principal 

within the period of this report, of a single net having been seiz""d®f.“h2g “X ^XlXrS'dl 
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ard of one inch from knot to knot; nor has any remonstrance been presented from those most exten- 
sively concerned in the prosecution of the Herring fishery in Scotland against the regulation. It ap- 
pears to the Commissioners that the utility of the regulation may now be traced in the increased quan- 
tity of Herrings caught in each year since it was enforced, and they confidently hope, that by a steady 
adherence to this salutary measure, the corresponding success of the fishery will be such, as must in a 
few years convince even the most prejudiced, of the advantage of having a fixed standard of mesh. 

The naval ofiicerwho acts as superintendent of the deep sea Fishery was also sent after the expira- 
tion of that Fishery, with the concurrence of the Admiral at Leith, to superintend the West Highland 
Fishery, and at the close thereof he was called to the Firth of Forth, to assist the officers in prevent- 
ing the use of small meshed nets in that quarter, where they still continue to be partially used. _ 

With a view of putting an effectual stop to this practice, the Commissioners have of late directed 
application to be made to the Justices of the Peace in the counties bordering on the Firth, before 
whom the prosecution for using the small meshed nets seized was carried on, to award the pe- 
nalty attached to the use thereof, or such part of it as they should think fit ; and from the success 
which has attended these applications, the Commissioners expect the happiest result in future. It has 
been the object of the Commissioners to prevent any heavy penalty from being levied at present ; and 
they have accordingly, upon every application to them for a mitigation of the penalty awarded, where 
the amount of the fine seemed to require it, made such a reduction as they trust will convince the 
fishermen, that the only object in view is their own welfare and the general good of the fishery. 

For the purpose of securing a more efficient inspection of the nets in the Firth of Forth, the Lords 
of tho Treasury have been pleased, upon the application of the Commissioners, to transfer to this ser- 
vice a small cutter formerly belonging to the customs, and which was no longer required in that depart- 

With the view of discouraging the use of small meshed nets by every means in their power, and of 
upholding the character of the official brand, the Commissioners have ordered bounty to be refused 
for Herrings taken in nets having meshes under the legal standard, and for Herrings mixed with 
others so taken ; and they have also, after obtaining every possible information on the subject, directed 
that bounty shall not be allowed for any barrel bung-paefied, that shall contain above twelve and a half 
hundred Herrings ; or for any baiTel re-packed, that shall contain above 1,100 Herrings, at the rate 
of six score to the hundred. These numbers the Commissioners have every reason to believe, aro 
abundantly liberal ; and they expect that they effect of this regulation will have a powerful influence in 
preventing the destruction of the small fish. 

Although the use of small meshed nets for the taking of Herrings, has long been very generally dis- 
continued, to the great advantage of the Fishery, the Commissioners had reason to suspect that they 
were again beginning to be used in the Firth of Forth ; and therefore directed the officer of the dis- 
trict to examine them, and seize such as should be found contrary to law. In the execution of this 
duty, two nets were discovered of an illegal construction; but on attempting to seize them, the officer 
was deforced by the fishermen, and the nets taken from him. The Commissioners being determined 
to the utmost of their power to protect their officers in the lawful execution of their duty, caused a 
statement of the case to be laid before His Majesty’s Advocate for Scotland ; and in pursuance of his 
Lordship’s advice, directed a prosecution in the Court of Exchequer to be instituted against the offend- 
ers, for recovery of the penalties prescribed by the Fishery Statutes, in cases of such a nature. 

Information having been received that Herrings in considerable quantities were taken in Loch Broom 
so small in size as to induce the belief that the meshes of the nets in which they were caught couldnot 
be of the dimensions required by law, the Commissioners gave immediate orders to the officer of the 
district to seize such illegal netting as he should find used for the taking of Herrings, and directed the 
naval superintendent to proceed to Loch Broom, to co-operate with him, and to protect him in the ex- 
ecution of that part of his duty. Several nets w’ere in consequence seized, condemned and burnt, and 
orders were given to the officers at the ports to which such small Herrings were brought, to refuse 
bounty for them, as being unworthy of the official brand, even although the nets used in taking them 
liad been of the lethal construction. These orders were strictly obeyed, and as the Commissioners 
fondly hope, that the shoal of tierrings which has appeared this year in Loch Broom, will leacUhe way 
to the revival of the fishery in that part of the country, where it used formerly to be so abundant, they 
trust that the refusal of bounty for the small fish, and the measures they have taken to prevent the 
use of illegal nets, will have a beneficial effect on its future success ; but they cannot conceal from 
themselves tiiat their exertions may be rendered in a great degree unavailing, in consequence of yaks 
(in which fish of every size, small as well as large are taken) having been erected on the best fishing 
ground of the loch ; and as these contrivances do not appear to come under the operation of the law 
regulating the size of the mesh of herring-nets, the Commissioners consider it would be expedient 
that some legislative enactment should be made on the subject of yairs when the Fishery Statutes fall 
to be amended. 

In consequence of a representation from the agetit of the proprietors of Salmon Fisheries in the 
neighbourhood of Aberdeen, complaining of the destruction of Salmon fry at the mouth of the rivers 
Dee and Don by the fishermen using small meshed nets for the taking of Herrings, the Commissioners 
directed a search to be made by the Officer of the district ; but although he was assisted by the Offi- 
cers of Customs and the Coast Guard, and continued his inquiries for a considerable time, no illegal 
netting could be discovered. It is however hoped that tho proceedings which have taken place in this 
matter will have a good effect both in regard to the Salmon and Herring Fisheries in that quai-ter. 

The Commissioners have likewise had their attention called to the injury done to the fishery by the 
use of trawl-nets, by which Herring fry, and young of other fish, are frequently destroyed to a great 
extent, without any immediate benefit to the parties concerned, and to the manifest detriment of the 
fishing in future years; but as the use of trawl-nets for the taking of Herrings is not prohibited by the 
Fishery Statutes, unless the meshes are less than an inch from knot to knot, and it was found on ex- 
amination that the meshes of the nets in question were of the legal size, the Commissioners had it not 
in tlieir power to prevent them from being used. 
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ScTERINTENDENCE OF FlSH-CURIXG BY GOVERNMENT OFFICERS. 

The official brand of an officer of the Fishery upon a barrel of herrings may be considered as a 
pledge by Government that such barrel contains not only the full measure of 32 gallons,* but that 
it also contains 32 gallons of herrings of good quality, and properly cured. Upon tlie practice there- 
fore, of curing Herrings gutted, and of submitting such Herrings to the inspection of the Fishery Of- 
ficers, becoming general, the Commissioners think it may fairly be inferred, that the character of the 
British white Herring fisher)’ will thereby be greatly improved, and the wealth of the nation be also 
materially increased, from the additional demand which may reasonably be expected for Herrings of 
80 superior a quality. 

In consequence of information having been received that barrels which had been branded for the Report for 1811. 
bounty granted by the Act of the 48th Geo. III., cap. 110, were frequently carried a second time to 
the fishery, where they were again filled with Herrings, and clandestinely disposed of with the former 
bounty brand on them, to the injury of the purchaser, (who supposed that the Herrings contained 
therein had undergone the inspection of the Fishery officers, and been found entitled to bounty,) and 
to the prejudice of the officers, who were thereby exposed to the imputation of improper conduct in 
the discharge of their duty, the Commissioners gave general orders that no barrels shall be cleared 
out for the Herring fishery which had formerly been branded for bounty, until the brands had been 
carefully and completely obliterated, in the hope that such orders would have the effect of putting a 
stop to a practice so subversive of the purpose for wliich the Act of the 48th was passed. 

The practice of gutting Herrings is rapidly gaining ground ; the demand for Herrings branded by Report for 18U. 
the officers of the fishery is daily increasing ; Herrings not so branded are getting much into disrepute, 
and sell at an inferior price ; and at various ports the exporters have become so satisfied of the supe- 
riority of Herrings branded with the Crown or official stamp, that they refuse to purchase any others 
even at a reduced price. This conviction, it is to be hoped, will soon be extended to those ports where 
the purport of this establishment is not yet suffidently known : And the Commissioners have every 
reason to believe that the time is fast approaching when the practice of curing Herrings ungutted will 
be completely exploded, except in cases of absolute necessity. 

It has long appeared to the Commissioners to be an object of importance, to introduce into this Report for 183 G 
country the practice of sorting the Herrings intended for the continent of Europe, or for home con- 
sumption, by having them packed in separate barrels, according to their respective qualities, as is done 
by foreign nations, and as lias been strongly recommended to the consideration of the Commissioners 
by the dealers in British Herrings at Hamburgh. The advantage of the measure has been pointed 
out to the curers ; and intimation having been given by some spirited individuals among them, that 
tbev were desirous of making the experiment, the Commissioners, in virtue of the authority vested in 
them, have issued regulations on the subject, and have furnished their officers with appropriate brand- 
ing irons, for marking barrels packed with maties, and full Herrings, i. e., with Herrings of prime qua- 
lity, and Herrings full of roe, or milt. These are all the distinguishing brands which the Commis- 
sioners think necessary at present ; and although from the novelty of the system, and the inexperience 
of the packers, it may be some time before the practice becomes prevalent, the Commissioners have 
every expectation that it will gradually gain ground, aod come at last to be general in so fax as the con- 
tinental market is concerned, in the same manner as has happened with other improvements which were 
equally novel, and equally difficult at the beginning. 

The Commissioners have much pleasure in reporting the general attention of the curers to the 
measures adopted last year for improving the cure of Herrings. The utility of the regulations, al- 
though at first in some places objected to, has now been fully acknowledged ; and the Commissioners 
have subsequently had the satisfaction of receiving the grateful acknowledgments of the very persons 
by whom the objections were originally raised. The effect of the increased attention now given, has 
been felt in the unprecedentedly rapid sale of the Herrings of this year, which were purchased as soon 
as they were brought to market ; and in the increased reputation of the official brand, without which 
it has become impossible to dispose of Herrings, whatever be their appearance or quality, except at an 
inferior price. 

In a preceding Rej)ort, the Commissioners adverted to the measures they had taken for increasing Report for 
the exportation of British Herrings to the continent of Europe, by circulating among the curers copies 
of a communication made to them by a mercantile house of respectability, accompanied by such ob- 
servations as the subject seems to require ; and in the last Report which they had the honour of pre- 
senting, they pointed out the great increase that had taken place in this branch of the export trade. 

The Commissioners have now to state, that they have received a memorial on the subject from Ham- 
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• The Cban Me.isuas. — Extract from the Report for 1815 . — A prorision having also been made in the Act, (.ooth 
Oen. III., cap. 94) for fixing the contents of the cran or measure by which &esh Herrings may be bought or sold, the 
Commissioner.', after consulting with the principal curers, and faking the opinion of their own officers on the subject, 
Iiave fixed the contents of the cran at forty-two gallons, and of the half cran at twenty-one gallons, English wine measure, 
and have issued regulations for the moking, adjusting, and branding of the same. 

Extract from, the Report for 1831. — Authority having been given to the Commissioners hy the Act of the 55 ih Geo. 
III., cap. 94, to fix the capacity of the mciisure called a cran, by which fresh Herrings are usually bought and sold in 
the British Fishery, and to make regulations for the construction thereof; the Commissioners, in virtue of the power so 
vested in them, fixed the capacity of the cran at 42 gallons English wine measure, and issued such regulations for the 
construction of it, as appeared to be most expedient ; but it having been found from experience, that the cran .so con- 
stituted was not sufficient to make a barrel of cured Herrings, when properly packed for exportation to the continent 
of Europe, or for home consumption, the Commissioners, upon the representations of the trade at different parts, and 
on the reports of the principal officers of the fishery, and with a view to prevent the frauds which had frequently taken 
place by the olandestme enlargement of the cran. to the prejudice of the fishermen and the fair ti'ader, resolved within 
the period of this rimort to increase the capacity of the cran from 42 to 46 gallons, and caused such regulations for the 
construction thereof to bo prepared and circulated among tlie curers. as they trust will have the desired effect of pre- 
venting imposition, and of making the number of barrels cured by any individual correspond witli the number of crans 
purchased by him or his agents. Pattern crans and half crans were prepared by order of the Commissioners according 
to the new regulations, and seat to the different stations fur the guidance of the officers, and the inspection of tho 
curers ; and it was ordered that the new cran should come into use from and after the 1st of June, 1832, when the 
fishing for the season is presumed to commence. 
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burgh, signed by a number of Herring merchants at that port, bearing testimony to the improvement 
that has taken place in the quality of British Herrings, and pointing out the means of raising their 
character still higher. This memorial the Commissioners have likewise caused to be printed and dis- 
tributed among the curers, with such additional observations thereon as they conceived to be necessary ; 
and with the view of suiting still more the taste of the continental consumers, the Commissioners have 
authorized the curers, if they shall think proper, in the operation of gutting, to leave the crown gut 
hanging from the breast of the fish, as is practised by the Dutch, and have directed their ofiicers to 
allow bounty for Hei-rings so gutted, if in other respects entitled thereto. 

The Commissioners, with the view also of maintaining the character of the official brand, have found 
it expedient to prevent barrels that have been once branded from being used a second time for bounty 
or for exportation to a place out of Europe, after being repaired, by having the branded staves re- 
moved ; and for the purpose of preventing, as far as in their power, the destruction of the small fish, 
they have directed the officers to refuse bounty for Herrings that shall be ascertained to have been 
taken in yairs or eruives, or other such pernicious contrivances for catching Herrings. 

Report for 1821 . An attempt having been made by the masters of two small fishing vessels to defraud the Revenue 

by removing from their barrels the bounty brands placed on them by the officers of the fishery, and by 
making oath to the truth of fictitious accounts of the cure of the Herrings contained in them, with the 
view of obtaining double bounty, and double credit for the salt with which the fish were cured ; the 
Commissioners being determined to do everything in their power to put a stop to such nefarious 
practices, directed the case to be laid before His Majesty’s Counsel for Scotland; and in pursuance of 
their advice, caused the parties to be indicted for fraud and peijury, before the Circuit Court of Jus- 
ticiary, held at Glasgow ; where they were outlawed for non-appearance. 

With a view to insure a due attention to the taste of the consumer, in the preparation of Herrings 
intended for exportation to the continent of Europe, the Commissioners prepared a regulation for pre- 
venting the exportation of Crown branded Herrings to the continent, unless they are assorted after 
the Dutch plan, the spawned'fish altogether removed, and the barrels branded with a word to denote 
the particular kind of Herrings they contain ; but there are so many objections to a rigid execution of 
such a regulation in the British fishery; that the Commissioners have judged it expedient not to en- 
force it at present, and have contented themselves with strongly recommending anew to the 
curers the propriety of assorting their continental Herrings in this manner ; and they have the satis- 
faction of reporting, that in many instances the recommendation has been zealously attended to. 

While the British fish-curers are prevented by law from receiving bounty for Herrings contained in 
barrels formerly branded for bounty, or on which any mark or character formerly impressed, shall be 
found to have been altered or defaced, a provision which the Commissioners consider of the greatest 
importance, not only for the security of the Revenue, but also for the proper preservation of the fish, 
the Irish curers are allowed to receive bounty for Herrings contained in barrels that have been for- 
merly brimded, and are thus enabled to undersell the British curer in the Irish market, by the differ- 
ence between the expense of repairing an old barrel, and the price of a new one. This grievance the 
Commissioners had it not in their power to redress ; but they caused the matter to be submitted to 
the Board of Irish Fisheries, and although their application has not hitherto been attended with suc- 
cess, they consider that the subject of complaint ought to be removed, and that the curers in both 
countries should be put on the same footing, in this, and other matters relating to the encouragement 
of tlie fishery. 

li.eiiurt for 1825. The condition of the Herrings and casks under the bounty brand was unexceptionable; and 

the Commissioners have the pleasure of reporting, that such of them as were exported reached 
their destination in good order, and gave satisfaction to the purchasers ; and it may be mentioned here, 
as a proof of the enterprise of the dealers in Herrings, that a small parcel sent from Leith to Ham- 
burgh (by the way of Hull,) reached that port before the arrival of the early Dutch Herrings, and ob- 
tained the high prices usually given on the Continent for well cured Herrings brought first to 
market. 

Roport for 18-27. Such has been the demand for assorted Herrings in the year now under consideration, that the 

Commissioners, for the purpose of enabling the curers to execute the orders they had received, al- 
lowed them on dilferent occasions to select the spawned fish from various parcels of cured rierrings, 
and authorized the officers to brand the remainder as full fish, after the barrels had been properly filled 
uj). The Commissioners however were at the same time aware that the selection could not be made 
with such accuracy as to secure the purity of the official brand ; and they therefore gave intimation 
that the indulgence would not be renewed, and that no Herrings would in future be permitted to be 
branded with the word “ Full,” unless the}' were prepared as such from the beginning, and regular 
notice of the intention to cure in this manner given to the officer of the district. 

Ttio Commissioners have every reason to believe that the practice of assorting the Herrings in- 
tended for the continent, and of sending none but full fish to that market, will become more general 
every year; and as the more it increases the greater will be the quantity of spawned or sliotten fish 
to he disposed of, the Commissioners conceive it will be necessary for the security of the public, and 
for maintaining the character of the official brand, that such spawned Herrings should have a distin- 
guishing mark placed on the barrels ; and in the event of the Fishery Statutes being amended, they 
deem it a subject worthy of serious consideration, whether all Herrings for which the official brand 
is claimed should not be required to be assorted, and the barrels branded according to the description 
of fish they contain. 

Representations have been made to the Commissioners by some of the officers on the West coast 
that the effect of the reduction of the bounty on Herrings is becoming daily more visible, in the great 
demand for old barrels, and in the attempts made to evade a compliance with the regulations. To the 
same cause, perhaps, may be ascribed, in some measure, the increase of the quantity of Herrings cured 
ungutted, and the Commissioners consider there is but too much reason to apprehend that if the 
hou!ity and superintendence be altogether withdrawn, the improvements in the cure of the fish, and in 
the construction of the barrels, which it has cost so much time, and trouble, and management, to intro- 
duce, will soon be neglected, and ere long disappear. 

Bounty has been withheld whenever the fish were not cured in such a manner as to deserve it ; and 
the exportation has been prevented of all fish bearing the bounty brand, or the official stamp, unless 
they were found in such a state at the time of shipment as would have entitled them to bounty, had 
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they been then for the first time produced for inspection. The Commissioners have every reason to 
believe that their endeavours to preserve the character of the official brand have been attended with 
success ; and it may be mentioned, as a proof of the value in which it is held, that on two different occa- 
sions, within the period of this Report, when application was made to thorn for permission to bring back 
re-packed Herrings to a bung-packed state, in consequence of there being a great demand at the time 
for the one and not for the other, and permission was given to do so, on condition that the official 
brands should be removed from the barrels, — the curers declined to take advantage of the indulgence, 
declaring it was of no avail to them, unless the brands were allowed to remain, or to be placed anew 
on the barrels ; but with tliis latter request the Commissioners did not think it expedient to comply. 

Although the Commissioners have still to complain of the increased use of old barrels, they have the Report for 1829. 
pleasure of reporting that the Herrings produced to be branded for bounty, were found to be in ex- 
cellent condition, both in regard to the cure of the fish, and the state of the casks; and that in regard 
to the Cod and Ling fishery, there has not only been a considerable increase in the quantity caught, 
but a continued improvement in the cure of the fish. 

The Commissioners have much pleasure in reporting, that the practice of assorting after the Dutch Report for 1830. 
plan, the Herrings intended for exportation to the Continent of Europe, has gi'eatly increased within 
the period now under consideration ; and although it was long before the curers could be convinced of 
the propriety of adopting the recommendation addressed to them on this subject, they have at last be- 
come so sensible of its advantages, and the practice is now so general, that almost the whole of the 
Herrings exported to that quarter, within the period of this Report, have been assorted, and the barrels 
branded by the officers, with a corresponding official mark. 

On the west coast where the fishing has unfortunately been on the decline for some years past, the 
Commissioners have still to complain of the use of old barrels ; and they regret to say, that although 
the brand is in general in as great request as formerly, for Herrings intended for exportation to the 
West Indies, it has not been so much required as usual for Herrings intended for home sale ; but 
while it is to be apprehended that the want of the official inspection may eventually lead to a deterio- 
ration in the cure of Hernngs prepared for home consumption, the Commissioners consider that the 
great object of their appointment — the raising of the character of the British Fishery in our colonies 
and in foreign parts — will be fully attained, so long as the official brand continues to be required for 
Herrings prepared for exportation to these places. 

The official brand for Herrings intended for exportation to foreign places, continues in as great re- Report for 1831. 
quest as formerly ; although for Herrings intended for home sale, or the Irish market, where the fish 
ai-e principally sold by retail, the brand is not considered so necessary as it was when the bounty ex- 
isted. The Commissioners have likewise the pleasure of reporting, that the demand for Herrings 
assorted after the Dutch plan, and branded accordingly, still continues ; and they understand that the 
cure has given great satisfaction in the Continental market. 

The official brand continues in as great request as ever for Herrings intended for exportation to Report for 1832. 
foreign places ; and the London exporters of Cod and Ling to the Spanish market, consider the offi- 
cial stamp of such consequence, that they will purchase no fish without it. 

Wliile the officers at the curing stations were agmn strictly enjoined to apply the official brand to Report for 1833. 
no Herrings but what were in every respect such as the law required, the officers at the ports of ex- 
portation were directed to prevent the shipment of such branded Henings as might have been injured 
oil their passage from the place of cure until the official brand had been removed from the barrels ; 
and that the reputation of the brand in foreign parts might continue uninjured, private brands in imi- 
tation thereof were prohibited, and notice given that if such spurious brands were used, the law in re- 
gard to them would be enforced. 

Although on the west coast the use of old barrels is much complained of, the Commissioners have 
great pleasure in reporting that on the east coast, the principal seat of the fishing, the cure of the Her- 
rings, and the state of the baiTels, never were excelled in any former year, and the official brand con- 
tinues in as great repute as ever ; that the Herrings were prepared so as to suit the different markets 
for which they were intended; and that the assorting after the Dutch plan is still gaining gi-ound, the 
increase in the present year being 13,768 barrels in the quantity of assorted Herrings branded, and 
7,705 in the quantity thereof exported to the Continent. 

The Cod and Ling presented for the official stamp and brand were also well cured ; and so high is 
the character of the stamp in the London market, that no dried fish are considered fit for exportation 
to Spain, hut such as have been inspected and passed by the officers of this department.* 

The reputation of the official brand never stood higher than at present — HeiTings intended for ex- Report for 1834. 
portation to places out of Europe, and to the Continent, after the early pai-t of the season is over, are 
in a great measure unsaleable without it, except at a great reduction of price — and the spurious brands 
referred to in the Report of the preceding year, have been discontinued, and the official brands applied 
for in tbeir room. 

B.\rrels made of Fib. 

It having been frequently represented to the Commissioners, that barrels made of larch wood staves Report for 1826 . 
would answer equally well for the cure of fish as baiTels made of any other kind of home wood, and 
that they therefore ought not to be prohibited ; the Commissioners, with a view to ascertain effec- 
tually whether these assertions were well founded, directed an experiment to be made by an expe- 
rienced fish-eurer, whom they furnished with a quantity of excellent well-seasoned larch wood staves, 
sufficient for the construction of twelve barrels ; and requested him to fill them with Hcmiigs at the 
proper season, and to keep them on hand for twelve months thereafter. This was accordingly done ; 
and the Hernngs having been then carefully examined in the presence of the curers and sei'eral offi- 

• Tlie best cured fish being presented for sale, distinguished by the official brands, it must necessarily be preferred for 
exportation. The inspection and character of Cod, Ling, and Hal:e, are denoted by punching a hole in the toil of each 
fish, which is a distinction so easily imitated, that the preference given to marked fish, must be from its obvious excel- 
lence. — (See Evidence of Mr, Stokei, Dublin.) 

g2 
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Kiirtuu/romtAePid- cers of this department, and a report of the inspection made to the Commissioners, it was found that 
lis/ieil Hcjiorts of the although the barrels proved perfectly tight, the taste and colour of the fish were materially affected ; 
^'^ish°l^heries Commissioners were therefore satisfied that it would be improper to permit the curing of 

Scoilaud. ’ Herrings or other fish in barrels made of that description of wood, and that the law on this subject 
■i - ^ — ought not be altered. 

Report for 1832. The Commissioners, on the representations of the curers at different stations, who are employed in 

the manufacture of Red Herrings as well as in the cure of White, and on the Report and recommen- 
dation of the General Inspectors of the Fishery, have allowed the use of fir barrels, for the carriage 
from the fishing stations, of ungutted Herrings intended to be made into Red — provided such barrels 
be not less than 34 gallons in size, and that a declaration be made by the curer to the proper officer, 
that they are intended solely for that purpose. By this indulgence the manufacturers of Red Her- 
rings have been greatly benefited ; while from the increased size of the barrels, security is obtained 
that they never will be used for the package of Herrings cured as White. 



Preservation of Order in Fishing. 

Report for 1812 . The naval officer who acts as superintendent of the deep sea fishery, was sent, after the close of 

that fishing, to the North West Plighlands, with directions to use his utmost endeavours to put astop 
to the use of small meshed nets, and to prevent the persons engaged in the coast fishery from com- 
mitting depredations on the fishing materials of their neighbours. These depredations have lon<r been 
a subject of complaint, and the cause of serious detriment to the fishery ; and the Commissioners were 
of opinion they could devise no plan so likely to put an effectual stop to them, as by stationing a ship 
of war during the season at the place where the fishery was carried on to the greatest extent. Some 
of those most deeply interested in the fishery were afraid that the presence ' of the superintendent 
would have the effect of deterring the country people from prosecuting the fishery altogether, for tear 
of their being impressed into the navy ; but these apprehensions have proved groundless, and the Com- 
missioners have the satisfaction to say, that the measure has been reported to them to have been at-- 
tended with the most beneficial effects. The depredations which, before the arrival of the superin- 
tendent, were carried on to an extent calculated to ruin the fishery, were in a few days thereafter, in 
consequence of his prudence and unremitting exertions, completely put a stop to, confidence was re- 
stored among the Buss masters, and measures taken to have the articles which had been abstracted 
restored to their respective owners. The produce of the fishery also, so far from falling off, was more 
abundant than it had been for many years ; and among other testimonies of the utility of the mea- 
sure, the Commissioners have received a letter of thanks from the adventurers at one of the principal 
fishing ports in the kingdom, in which they earnestly request that the same measure for the protection 
of their property may be adopted this year as was done last season. 

The superintendent has again received orders to repair to the West coast, after the expiration of 
the present deep sea fishery, and the Commissioners look forward with confidence to the same bene- 
ficial result from his exertions. The season, however, must necessarily be far advanced before the 
superintendent can get to the fishing ground, and the Commissioners are afraid it will not be possible 
to prevent depredations in the North West Highlands so effectually as the welfare of the fishery re- 
quires, without the appointment of another vessel to accompany the coast fleet from the beginning to 
the end of the season. Were such a plan adopted, and the superintendent invested by law with the 
same powers for preserving order at the coast fishery as he already possesses at the deep sea, the Com- 
inissioiiers arc confident the system of depredations would speedily be annihilated, and an incalculable 
benefit thereby conferred on the fishery. 

Itpport for 181.5. The presence at the Lochfiiie fishery of the small cutter, alluded to in the Report of last vear, has 

been attended with good effects, although it has not produced all the advantage which was expected. 
In the early part of the season, the irregularities so long complained of were rnaterially checked ; but 
as the winter advanced, and the difficulty of detection increased, depredations became more numerous. 
The Commissioners are, however, satisfied, that much good may still be effected there by the pre- 
sence of the cutter during the fishing months, and it is therefore their intention to repeat the experiment 
next season. They have in the meantime authorized rewards to be offered for the discovorv of the 
depredators, and have given such instructions to the commander of the vessel and the officers of the 
fishery in the neighbourhood, as they think will contribute to the object in view. At the close of the 
Lochfiiie fishing, the cutler was ordered to the Firth of Forth, whore she was employed in assisting the 
officers to inspect the nets, and in other useful matters. 

Rcpori for 1816 . The Commissioners have had the salLfaction of receiving memorials from the masters of the ves- 

sels engaged in the North West Highland fishery, and from the curers at Rothesay and Greenock, 
expressing their gratitude for the benefit they have experienced from the services of the naval officer, 
referred to in the preceding Report, as having been appointed superintendent of the loch and coast 
fishery, and bearing testimony to his impartiality and umvearied exertions in preserving order amon-i 
the fishermen, and preventing depredations. ° 

RpjtoiT for 1SJ7. The Lady Frances cutter was employed for the greater part of the year in keeping order at the 

fishing in the I' irth of Clyde and lochs adjacent, where the exertions of the commander to prevent 
depredations among the fishermen have been reported by the curers to have been of great utility. 

Upon the rdturn of the cutter, however, to the Firth of Forth, it was represented to the Commis- 
sioners by the commander, and by the principal curers in Loclifine, &c., that although much good had' 
been effected by her presence at the fishery, she was not of sufficient strength to afford due protection 
to the well-disposed fishermen, or to keep the sea in stormy weather, being only of seventeen Ions 
burthen, with a crew of four men and two boysj and that for these purposes a larger vessel would be 
indispensably necessary. 

Report for 1819. l lie cutter, stated in the last annual Report of the Commissioners to have been transferred to this 

service by the Lords of the Admiralty, w'as equipped during the early part of the season, and sent to 
the West coast, for the purpose of preventing depredations, and preserving order among the persons 
engaged in llie fishing in the I'irth of Clyde and lochs adjacent ; and the Commissioners have every 
reason to believe, that the measure has been attended with most beneficial consequences both to the 
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curers and fishermen. A system of regularity has been introduced ; stolen property has been re- 
stored to the rightful owners, and the offenders fined in small sums of money, which have been paid 
over to the clergymen in the neighbourhood, for behoof of the poor in their respective parishes. 

Every endeavour has also been used to prevail on the fishermen to shahe their nets at sea, to wash out 
their boats daily during the fishing season, and to have them furnished with puihps and floors ; but al- 
though these recommendations have been in different instances complied with, in many others they 
have been disregarded ; and as the Commissioners have no means of enforcing compliance, they are 
of opinion, that it will be impossible to get these important improvements universally adopted, without 
a special legislative enactment on the subjects. 

The Commissioners have received various representations, setting forth the injury done to the Bri- 
tish Fishery by foreign deep sea vessels shooting their nets too near the coast, and urging the pro- 
priety of their being prevented from fishing within a certain distance of the shore. Complaints have 
also been made of depredations committed on the lines and nets of the British fishermen by the crews 
of such foreign vessels; but the Commissioners considered that these were matters with which they' 
were not authorised to interfere ; and they have therefor^ contented themselves with transmittiiig 
copies of the representations and complaints to the Lords of his Majesty’s Treasury for their conside- 
ration, and with desiring the Naval Superintendent of the Deep Sea Fishery to use his endeavours to 
recover the property alleged to have been abstracted, and to restore it to the owners. 

The Commissioners have again had their attention turned to the injuries sustained by the fishermen Report for 1821. 
and curers on the east coast, from the encroachments and improper practices of the Dutch and other 
foreign fishing vessels ; and they have thought it their duty to recommend in the strongest manner to , 
the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, the propriety of measures being adopted for preventing 
the recurrence of the evils complained of; the eifect of which recommendation will fall to be stated in 
the next annual Report. The Commissioners have likewise had representations made to them, of the 
injury supposed to arise during the time of the fishing, from the London steam yachts keeping too 
near the land in their passage along the Dunbar coast, and from the practice which some of the fish- 
ermen at the mouth of the Firth of Forth have adopted, of leaving their nets set at anchor in the 
water; and although it'is not easy to determine whether the evils presumed to arise from these 
causes are so greatas have been stated, the Commissioners have done what was in their power to get 
the practices discontinued. 

In the report of their proceedings for the year ended 5th April, 1822, the Commissioners adverted Report for 1822 . 
to the complaints they had received of the encroachments of the Dutch Busses on the British fishing 
ground, and to the representations they had considered it their duty to make to the Lords of the 
Treasury on the subject. Further complaints have been received by the Commissioners in the pre- 
sent year ; but they have now the pleasure of reporting, that their Lordships have caused the matter 
to be represented to the Government of the Netherlands, and from the measures in progress on this 
important question, the Commissioners anticipate the happiest result to the interest of the British 
Fishery. 

The stealing of buoys at the fishing ground, a practice so much complained of before the appoint- Report for 1826. 
ment of this Board, and so prejudicial as well to the general interest of the Fishery, as the private 
interest of individuals, has been almost entirely suppressed, and a system of police introduced among 
the fishermen, which has been attended with the happiest consequences. 

The Naval Superintendents were employed as usual iti preventing depredations at the fishing ground Report for 18S2. 
on the east and west coast — ^in the Shetland and Orkney Isles, and at the Isle of Man ; and they 
fortunately had it in their power to be instrumental in saving the lives and boats of the fishermen dur- 
ing some of the heavy gales that occurred throughout the season. 

A representation having been made to the Commissioners that boats were employed in the fisheries Report for 1833. 
on different parts of the west coast, without having their names painted on the stern, so that in 
case of their being concerned in illegal practices, it would be difficult to ascertain the owners — the Com- 
missioners, to prevent such a violation of the Fishery Acts, caused notice to be given, that no allow- 
ance would be made in future for repaii-ing the boat of any fislierman on which the name was not 
painted in the manner required by law, and that after a specified time, every boat engaged in the 
Fishery on which the name was not so painted would be seized ; and they have reason to believe that 
such notice will be attended with the desired effect. For the purpose also of preveiiting nets from 
being left in the water, or hauled on Sunday, the Commissioners caused intimation to be given that 
^1 such nets would be seized, and, with the concurrence of the Clergymen, a notice to that effect was 
posted on the doors of the Churches of the districts where the practice was detected. 

For the preservation of order, and the protection of property at the fishing ground, the fleets of 
boats and vessels on the cast and west coasts, in Shetland and Orkney, and at the Isle of Man, have 
been attended throughout the season by the Naval Superintendent of the Loch and Coast Fishery, and 
the Commander of the Swift cutter : and it is gratifying to the Commissioners to state, that of such 
importance to the welfare of the Fishery are the services of these Officers considered, that their pre- 
sence was eagerly solicited by the masters of the vessels and the well-disposed part of the fishermen, 
and that on their arrival depredations ceased, and order and regulai'ity were restored. 

lu the course of the 3 'ear, numerous complaints from different quarters have been made to the Com- Report for 1834. 
missioners, of the injury done to the British Fishery by foreign vessels, of a large size, fishing so near 
the shore, as to occupy the best ground, and to compel the native fishermen to shoot their nets on the 
outside of these vessels, to their great danger and annoyance. Complaints were also made of the in- 
jury done to the revenue by these foreigners, from the sale of smuggled spirits and other contraband 
articles ; with which, while pretending to be employed in fishing, they purchased the Herrings from 
the British fishermen, and thus made up their cargoes, to the loss of the curers, by whom the fisher- 
men w’ere employed, and to the injury of the morals of the people. The Commissioners liad every 
reason to believe that these statements were w'ell founded ; but although they were earnestly requested 
to put a stop to the evils complmned of, they considered it would be improper in them to interfere 
fartlier, than by again bringing the matter under the notice of the Lords of the Committee of Privy 
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Council for Trade ; and requesting their Lordships’ directions as to the instructions to be given to the 
naval superintendent for his government on the occasion. 

The naval superintendents have been employed in attending the fishing on the east and west coasts, 
in the Shetland and Orkney Isles, and at the Isle of Man ; and their services have been eminently use- 
ful in preserving order, and preventing depredations, and in giving assistance to the fishermen when 
overtaken by stormy weather at a distance from land. 

The Irish Fisheries. 

An Act having been passed, within the period of this Report, for the encouragement of the Irish 
Fisheries, the Commissioners, upon application being made to them, thought it their duty to furnish 
the Board appointed for carrying it into execution, with copies of the instructions, regulations, and 
general orders established in this service ; and for the purpose of contributing still farther to the pro- 
motion of the Fisheries in Ireland, they also desired the general inspector of the west coast to proceed 
to Dublin, for the purpose of examining the qualifications of the candidates for admission into that 
service, and of giving every other assistance in his power. 

Sdpplx or Fish Exceeding the Demand. 

The Commissioners think it right at the same time to mention, that in consequence of the long con- 
tinued and extraordinary increase of the quantity of Herrings caught, and of an extensive fishing this 
year in Ireland, and in other places, a considerable degree of difficulty has been experienced in obtain- 
ing markets for the superabundant produce of the British Fishery ; and that the prices of cured tier- 
rings have fallen much lower than has been known for many years past ; and as the contracts entered 
into with the fishermen, at the beginning of the season, for the supply of the fresh fish, were formed 
upon the supposition that the same prices as formerly would be obtained for cured Herrings, it has so 
happened that while the fishermen have obtained the full benefit of a successful fishing, the curers have, 
in many cases, been subjected to a very serious loss. It is believed, however, that such an anomaly 
will not again occur, and that the contracts with the fishermen will be formed in future upon more 
equitable terms. 

Notwithstanding the deficiency in the present year’s fishing, which is perhaps not much to be won- 
dered at, considering the very extraordinary increase which had annually taken place for many pre- 
ceding years, the Commissioners are sorry to report, that they understand the quantity caught has 
been fully equal to the demand ; that owing to the low price of butcher’s-meat both in this country, 
and on the continent, and to the very abundant produce of the winter fishing in Ireland, a great fml 
has taken place in the price of cured Herrings ; and that very severe losses have, in consequence there- 
of, been sustained by the curers, the effects of which, it is to be feared, will be felt in the prosecution 
of the fishery for some time to come, not only by circumscribing the means, but also by damping the 
ardour of the adventurers. 

Till towards the end of the year the price of cured Herrings was encouraging, and the demand brisk ; 
but about that time, in consequence of the distress among the manufacturing and labouring classes, the 
price began to decline, and the demand to subside ; and perhaps in no yeai' since the appointment of 
the Commissioners, has there been such a variation in the price at the beginning and end of the sea- 
son, as took place within the period of this Report. From the cause above mentioned, the Commis- 
sioners understand that a considerable quantity of Herrings remained unsold at the 5th of April 1826. 

Failtoes in the Fisheries. 

Although the outfit for the coast fishery has been as great as last year, the total quantity of Her- 
rings caught is less, owing to a yeiy considerable failure having taken place in the West Highland or 
Loch Fishery. The real cause of this failure it is impossible to ascertain ; but the general opinion 
seems to be, that it arose from the fish having appeared on the coast at an earlier period than they 
were expected, and from the circumstance of the weather being so fine in the beginning of the season, 
that instead of taldng shelter in the Lochs, w’here the adventurers are accustomed to fish, the Herrings 
pursued their course at once to the open sea, where it is not customarj'- to seek for them. On the 
east coast, the produce of the coast fishery has been more abundant than last year, and more Herrings 
have been cured gutted, there than usual. 

In consequence of the failure of the West Highland Fishery, where the Herrings are chiefly cured 
gutted, the quantity of Herrings branded for bounty is less than usual ; but although the general pro- 
duce of the fishery has been less, it is satisfactory to observe, that the quantity of Herrings exported 
is considerably gi-eater than last year ; owing, it is believed, to the increased demand for the .West 
Indies, in consequence of the war with America, and to the Continental market having been thrown 
open. 

From a comparison of these accounts with the accounts of the preceding year, it will be seen that 
there is a considerable diminution in the produce of the Herring Fishery. This diminution has arisen 
from no deficiency in the outfits, and preparations for the Fishery, which were to the same extent as 
usual, but entirely from accident, the fishing on the cast coast having been materially interrupted by 
violent storms, in which many of the vessels and boats were lost ; while on the west coast, the fish 
appear for a season to have forsaken their usual haunts, more especially in the North West Highlands, 
where the fishing is represented to have been more unsuccessful than it hasbeenfor these thirty j'ears 
past. The consequences have been severely felt by the curers who adventured in the loch fishing, and 
by the poorer classes in the Highlands, whose subsistence in a great measure depends on the success 
of the Herring fishery. 

The Herring fishing, though remarkably unsuccessful at the Isle of Man, in the North West High- 
lands, and in various districts on the east coast, was yet very abundant in the Firth of Clyde and lochs 
adjacent ; and the fishermen in that part of the country have thus been enabled to get their boats and 
fishing materials put in proper repair, and to get rid of many long outstanding debts. In the Shetland 
Isles, also, the Herring Fishery has been prosecuted with considerable success, it may be said for the 
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first time ; and the Commissioners trust, that this valuable branch of the fishery has now been fairly Extraet$fronithePub~ 
introduced into that distant part of the kingdom. lished Reports of the 

Commissioners of Ike 

The deficiency in the produce of the Herring Fishery has been severely felt by the fishermen, 
whose main support it is for the maintenance of their families, although it is satisfactory to know that 
it has proceeded from no want of preparation ou the part of the curers, but solely from the state of Report for 1829. 
the weather, which in the early part of the season was such as to prevent the boats from putting to sea. 

While the Herring Fishery has been so abundant, the Commissioners regret to say that the Cod Report for 1830. 
and Ling Fishery has been very unsuccessful ; and that the quantity brought under the inspection of 
the officers of this department is much less than in the preceding year. 

The Commissioners regret to say, that in consequence of the repeal of the bounty, and the emigra- Report for 1831. 
tion of the fishermen to America, from different places on the west coast of Scotland, the Cod and 
Ling fishing is not prosecuted in that part of the country to the same extent as it was some years ago ; 
but it is satisfactory to state, that such of the fish as were produced for inspection, and found entitled 
to the official mark or brand, were well cured, and met with a ready sale at high prices ; while those 
not so marked, were sold at inferior prices, and were considered by the London merchants, as being 
altogether unfit for the Spanish market. 

In the year now under consideration, the quantity of Herrings cured was only 277,317 barrels, the 
quantity branded 85,079a barrels, and the quantity exported 158,805^ barrels; being a decrease of 
174,214^ ban-els in the quantity cured, of 92,921 in the quantity branded, and of 113,288 in the 
quantity exported. 

It will likewise be seen, that while in the preceding year, 62,710^ cwts. of Cod and Ling were 
cured dried, and 5,652| barrels cured in pickle, that 14,255 1 cwts. and 3,829 barrels were punched or 
branded, and l6,298f cwts. exported ; the quantity cured in the present year was 44,152| cwts., and 
3,767i baiTels ; that the quantity punched or branded was 9,492J cwts. and 2,235 barrels ; and that 
the quantity exported was 10,632| cwts.; being a decrease from the preceding year of 8,557^ cwts., and 
1,755 barrels in the quantity cured, of 4,763J cwts., and of 1,594 barrels in the quantity punched or 
branded, and of 5,666 cwts., in the quantity exported. 

Notwithstanding these distressing results, the Commissioners have to observe, that the diminution 
in the produce of the fishery proceeded from no deficiency in the means employed. 

The Commissioners have only to add, that although the Herrings in general were of inferior qua- 
lity, the cure of the fish, and the state of the barrels, produced to the officers for inspection, were un- 
exceptionable. 



Encouragement by Premiums or Tonnage Bounties. 

In virtue of the powers vested in the Commissioners, by the 55th section of the Act of the 48th of Report for 1822 . 
his late Majesty, c. 110, they have regularly in each year since their appointment offered premiums 
for the encouragement of the open sea Herring fishery, under such conditions and regulations as they 
considered best adapted to introduce that mode of fishing, and to improve the cure of the Herrings 
caught, care being had at the same time to limit the Premiums so as to prevent their ever exceeding 
£3000 in one year, being the sum placed at the disposal of the Commissioners for that purpose. In 
the execution of this plan, the Commissioners have, since the 5th of April, 1817, offered premiums 
for 38 vessels, arranged in three different classes, according to their burthen, at the rate of £3 per 
ton, not exceeding thirty tons of their admeasurement, the crews of which shall have caught and 
cured, during a period of sixty days actual fishing in the open sea, exclusive of Saturdays and Sundays, 
the greatest quantity of Herrings in proportion to their tonnage, found entitled to the bounty of 4s. 
per ban-el ; and they have also promised to the unsuccessful candidates who shall have duly complied 
with the regulations, such other premiums out of the residue of the £3,000 as their exertions might 
appear to deserve, and as such residue would afford. The encouragement thus held out has had the 
effect of increasing the number of adventurers in each year. Although it has always been in the power 
of the Commissioners, till now, to allow a full premium to each of them who complied with the regu- 
lations without exhausting the prescribed sura, but sixty-seven vessels having been fitted out within the 
period of this Report, of which number one was lost at sea, and another deprived of all participation 
in the premiums, on account of improper conduct during the voyage, the Commissioners, after award- 
ing thirty-five full premiums, have only been enabled to allot to the thirty remaining candidates, to 
whose claims no objections could be urged, the sum of £13 10s. each, being all that the residue would 
admit of, so as not to exceed the £3,000 allowed for the encouragement of this branch of the fishery. 

The loss of the full premium was a serious disappointment to the adventurei-s ; and they felt it the 
more severely, as there is an unlimited bounty of £3 per ton in Ireland, to persons adventuring to fish 
Herrings in the open sea, payable without regard to the quantity of Herrings caught ; but the Com- 
missioners, however much they regretted the loss sustained by the unsuccessful candidates, had it not 
in their power to afford them relief. 



Grants to Fishermen for Refairinq Boats. 

Since the passing of the Act 5th Geo. IV., cap. 64, allowing the sum of £3000 annually for build- fo’’ lS2i>. 

ing piers or quays in Scotland, and repairing the boats of poor fishermen, the Commissioners have re- 
ceived numerous applications from persons desirous of assistance under the provisions thereof ; and in 
particular, within the period comprehended in this Report, petitions have been received on behalf of 
fishermen in different districts, whose boats had been wrecked, or greatly damaged by storms ; but 
although the Commissioners would have been happy to have afforded them relief, they had it not in 
their power ; the rules and regulations mentioned in a former report, as having been transmitted to the 
Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury for their consideration, not having yet received their Lordships’ ap- 
probation, and the Commissioners being therefore unable to proceed. 

The Commissioners are happy to report, that a spirit of emulation exists among the fishermen, of 
excelling in the construction and equipment of their boats ; and while a very considerable number of 
new boats has been built in ,tho year now under consideration, much superior in every respect to the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



48J 



APPENDIX TO THE FIRST REPORT OF THE 



old ones formerly in use, it is highly satisfactory to think that this has been done by the fishermen out 
of the produce of their industry, and entirely at their own expense. 

The Lords of his Majesty’s Treasury have, within the period of this Report, signified their appro- 
val of the regulations proposed by the Commissioners, for the application of the money granted by the 
Act 5th George TV., cap. 64, for building piers or quays, and repairing the boats of poor fishermen 
in Scotland. 

With respect to the applications from poor fishermen, requesting assistance for the repair of their 
boats, the Commissioners have in many cases granted such relief as appeared to them expedient ; but 
in no instance have they made any allowance until they were satisfied by the reports of fhe Officers of 
the Fishery for the district that the repairs were necessary ; that the applicants were married men, 
with families, and in indigent circumstances, and that, as required by the statute, they resided at a 
port or place where a pier was built ; and they have on no occasion allowed more than half the sum 
requested. A great deal of trouble has been caused by the investigation of the claims made. Every 
attempt at imposition or fraud that could be detected has been uniformly resisted ; and for security, 
that the money should be faithfully applied to the repair of the boats, it has been paid over to the 
Officer of the district for behoof of the parties, and the tradesmen’s discharged bills for the work done,, 
ordered to be transmitted to the Commissioners. 

The Commissioners have every reason to believe that the sums thus given, though individually of 
no great amount, have been productive of great benefit to the fishermen, by enabling them to get their 
boats prepared for sea, and to provide for their families — which, without such assistance, they could 

not have done. 

The Commissioners have received numerous applications within the period of this report from 
poor fishermen, requesting assistance for the repair of their boats; and they have taken every 
method in their power to prevent imposition — to render the fund placed at their disposal for this pur- 
pose as extensively useful as possible — and to withhold relief from all but such as appeared from the 
reports of the officers of the districts to stand actually in need of it. Notwithstanding all their care,' 
however, the claims made were so numerous that the whole of the Parliamentary allowance for the 
year has been disposed of ; and the Commissioners have the pleasure of reporting, that the assistance 
given, though in small sums, has been of great benefit to many an industrious, but poor family. 

Report for 1833. Of the benefit arising from the assistance that has been given, the Commissioners have received 

many gratifying proofs. 

Report for 1834. applications from poor fishermen for assistance to repair their boats have been more numerous 

this year than usual, in consequence of the unprecedented failure of the fishery in almost every dis- 
trict ; and although the Commissioners did every thing in their power to render the fund placed at 
their disposal for this purpose as extensively useful as possible, by reducing the allowances usually 
given, and distributing the whole of the fund, they were under the necessity of refusing assistance in 
many cases where it otherwise would have been granted. 

Effects ascribed to the Boustees. 

Report for 1829. At the commencement of this establishment, there was scarcely a barrel to be found of thirty-two ' 

gallons, (the average being from twenty-eight to thirty,) little attention was paid to the strength, 
breadth, or thickness of the staves, to the number of the hoops, or the manner in which they were- 
placed on the barrels, or to the tightness of the cask at head and bottom, so that the pickle, without 
which Herrings cannot be properly cured, could not be retained ; the Flerrings were generally cured 
ungutted, and often in bulk, without any attempt being made to extract the blood or entrails, and when 
the operation of gutting was performed, it was often so long delayed, and from being done with the 
finger and thumb so imperfectly executed, as to be of little use ; the Herrings were often left exposed 
to the weather on the bare ground, until it was found convenient to put them into casks ; no fixed 
quantity of fish was required to be in the barrels which were often in a great measure filled with salt 
instead of Herrings ; the fish were in many cases thrown promiscuously into the barrels, without atten- 
tion being paid to tho regular packing of them ; there was no regulation as to the size of the meshes 
of the nets, and indeed the use of small meshed nets may be said to have been general, so that while 
the small fish were taken, the large ones escaped ; the nets were never shaken at sea, by which tho 
quality of the fish was much injured ; and the boats, with few exceptions, were small in size, ill-pro- 
vided with fishing materials, seldom cleaned or furnished with flooring boards or pumps, and the fisher- 
men rarely ventured in them above two or three miles from the shore. 

At the present moment, however, it may be confidently asserted, that the bairels are uniformly of 
the full legal size, and made in a most substantial and workmanlike manner, the staves half an inch 
thick throughout, of made work, the number of the hoops, and the mode of fastening them fixed by 
regulations, and the tightness of the cask secured by the insertion of flags at the seams of the head 
and bottom ends ; that the Herrings as soon as they are brought on shore are deposited in gutting- 
boxes, covered with shades, to protect them from the sun, and the injuries of the weather, are seldom 
cured ungutted or in hulk, except when intended to be made into red-herrings, and such of them as 
are intended for bounty are gutted with a knife, and regularly packed into barrels with a small portion 
of salt strewed between each layer, within twenty-four hours after they are caught, and those intended 
for exportation, cured in such a manner as to suit the market for wliich they are destined ; that the 
minimum weight of fish in each barrel is fixed by law, the barrels filled with pickle and every means 
taken to retain it, and as a security to the public, and a check upon fraud and negligence, there is 
marked on each barrel the day on which the fish were cured, the curer’s name and place of residence, 
and the name of the officer of the fishery by whom they were branded for bounty ; that the nets in 
general use measure an inch in the mesh, so that the fry is preserved, while full sized fish only are 
taken; that the fishermen shake their nets at sea ■ whenever the weather will admit of it; that the 
small boats have been replaced by others of a superior description, averaging from fifteen to twenty 
tons, each well furnished with oars, sails, anchors, nets, buoys, pumps, and flooring boards, are washed 
out from time to time to keep them sweet and clean, and the men boldly proceed in them to sea till 
out of sight of land ; and that while sixty or eighty crans of fish in the season were formerly reckoned 
a fair fishing per boat, ihe boats on the east coast where the fishing is principally carried on, frequently 
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catch from three humlred to four hundred crans, and the fishermen are not satisfied unless the average 
is two hundred crans per boat. 

It may also be mentioned as a further benefit ai-ising from the bounties hitherto granted, that by the 
extension of the fishery consequent thereon, Increased means of employment, and an ample supply of 
wholesome food have been furnished to the labouring classes ; that fishing villages have been erected, 
harbours built, and extensive curing premises raised in the most complete style ; and that agriculture 
has been benefited, and waste land reclaimed, by the use of the offal of the fish as manure, arising 
from the practice of gutting having become general, in consequence of the bounty being confined to 
gutted fish alone. 



APPENDIX, No. XIV. 

Geneeai. Ordeks to the Officers of the British Fisheries, issued by the Fisuery Board, from the 
5th of April 18.30, when the Bounties ceased, to 1836. 

Office for the Herring Fishery, Edinburgh, l7th .June, 1830. 

The bounties for the encouragement of the Fishery having ceased at the 5th of April last ; and 
Government having signified their determination not to renew them in any respect, but to continue 
the superintendence without bounty, for a limited period ; I am to acquaint you, that during my recent 
attendance on the Board of Trade, I was desired, among other things, to prepare a bill to the above 
effect ; and I was in hopes that I would have had it in my power, before now, to have sent you a copy 
of a new fishery act, with instructions for your government under it, as the bill was approved of, and 
ready to be brought into Parliament before I left London, It appears, however, by information I 
have lately received, that while the intention of Government continues unchanged, the pressure of busi- 
ness has been so great, that the hill has not yet been introduced ; and from the present unfortunate 
state of public affairs, it is scarcely to be expected that it can be passed before the ensuing fishing 
commences. 

In these circumstances, and considering that the act of the 48th Geo. III., cap. 110, was rendered 
perpetual by the Act of the 55th Geo. III., cap. 94 ; and that although the bounties are repealed, 
there is nothing in the acts by which that measure was accomplished, (5th Geo. IV. cap. 64, and 7th 
Geo. IV. cap. 34,) affecting the Herring Fishery regulations, many of which are of a general nature, 
and have no reference to bounty; I have it in command to desire you will continue, tillfurther orders, 
to act in regard to the Herring Fishery, in the same manner, in every respect as formerly, except that 
no bounty is to be granted, or debenture issued, for such Herrings as you may find entitled to the 
official brand. 

The principal object of the new bill, is to remove any doubts that may arise as to the legal autho- 
rity of the Commissioners, to cause the official brand to be applied, now that bounty is abolished ; but 
as no person will be required to take the brand against his will, it is not at all likely that the right to 
apply it will ever he called in question ; and you are therefore hereby authorized to apply the official 
brand, at the request of the curers to such Hemngs as would have been entitled thereto, had bounty 
still existed — taking care that the regulations have, in every respect, been complied with, and recording 
the transaction in the same manner as formerly, in the barrel bounty book, which will in future bo 
called the branding book. 

In the event of Herrings being produced to you to be branded, in barrels deficient in size, you will 
recollect that they are not at present liable to be seized under the 38th section of the Act of the 48th 
of His late Majesty, hut you have authority to do so under the 12th section of the Act of the 5oth ; 
and although I do not consider that Herrings produced for the official brand can at present be seized 
under the said 38th section, for being deficient in the prescribed weight of fish, — ^baiTels, in such cir- 
cumstances, if presented for exportatiosi, may be seized under the 35th section of the Act of the 55th ; 
but I sincerely trust you will have little occa.sioii to make seizures of any kind, and that by uuremitted 
cai-c, the purity of the official brand will be preserved, as has hitherto been done in the Cod and Ling 
fishery, without having recourse to such measures. 

The regulations as to the outfit and discharge of vessels — the shore-curing regulations — the accounts 
to be kept — the size and construction of barrels and crans — the regulations as to nets the export re- 
gulations, &c. &c., continue the same as formerly, and must be complied with as usual. I beg, there- 
fore, you will give particular notice of this to the curers, and other persons in your district engaged in 
the fishery, that they may avoid the consequences which must otherwise fall upon them ; and ns the 
continuation of this service will in all probability depend on the character of the official brand being 
maintained unimpaired, I have only to add, that the Commissioners desire, and confidently expect you 
will, in so far as you are concerned, do every thing in your power to secure and enhance its value. 

The authority given to the Commissioners by the Act of the 1st Geo. IV. cap. 103, to make regu- 
lations for the management of the Cod and Ling fishery, expired along with the bounties at the 5th of 
April last ; and although, in the new bill, I inserted a clause, to continue such authority, and to em- 
power the Board to give the benefit of the official stamp or brand to such curers as might be desirous 
of obtaining it, yet it is evident that until the clause receive the sanction of Parliament, we have no 
authority to interfere with that branch of the fishery. 

(Signed) . JAMES DUNSMURE. 

Office for the Herring Fishery, Edinburgh, 31st July, 1830. 

I have the ploasure herewith to transmit to you a copy of the Act 1st Wm. IV. cap. 54,, for reviv- 
ing, continuing, and amending, several acts relating to the Fisheries. 

The Act embraces both the British and Irish Fisheries ; but as every thing relating to this depart- 
ment is contained in the first five sections, I deem it unnecessary to call j'our attention to the remain- 
ing sections, which apply solely to the Irish Fisheries, and of course do not fall under the cognizance 
of this Board. 

By the first section, you will observe, that although the herring bounties are discontinued, the pro- 
visions of the acts under which such bounties were granted, are continued in full force and effect, in 
every respect as before, save and except as to the granting and paying of bounties; and that if any 
doubts existed as to the right of applying the official brand after the bountieshad been withdrawn, tliey 
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are now completely removed, by the authority given to the Commissioners, to apply the ofBcial brand 
to all barrels and half barrels, containing white Herrings properly cured. From this enactment it fol- 
lows that every thing remains in the same state as formerly, except in regard to bounties ; and it is 
therefore only necessary to desire you will conduct yourself in the same manner as usual, taking care 
that the regulations be complied with ; and applying the official brand, upon the application of the 
curers, on your being satisfied that the Herrings and casks are in every respect such as would have 
entitled them to have been branded for bounty, had the bounty still been in existence. 

By tbe second section, you will observe that no old branded barrels are allowed to be shipped for 
the Fisherj', or to have Herrings or any other fish packed in them, under the pain of forfeiture, irhile 
the former brand continues on the barrels. This clause I consider of gi-cat importance, as, if properly 
attended to, it will remove the risk of Herrings being disposed of as having obtained the official brand, 
when they are in no respect entitled thereto ; and it will therefore be proper that you examine par- 
ticularly all barrels at the time of shipment, as well as all barrels used in the shore curing, to see that 
there is no official brand remaining on them; and on youv finding any of them w'itli such brands still 
remaining you will seize them, and report the matter to the Board, in the same manner asyouai-e desired 
to do in the case of any other seizure. As this, however, is a new enactment, and it is not wished that any 
undue advantage should be taken of it, you will take pai-ticiilar care to give notice of it to the curers, 
and to give them ample time for removing the old brands, that they may not have it in their potvev to 
plead igtiorance of the law, as an excuse for their contravening it. 

By the third section, you will observe that the oaths which were formerly required for the protection 
of the Revenue, have been dispensed with, and that the truth of the mattei-s to which the oaths for- 
merly applied, is now to be obtained by the declarations of the parties concerned, under a penalty of 
not less than £10, nor more than £20, for wilfully and corruptly making a false declaration. This 
provision will, I doubt not, be a groat relief to the trade ; and in consequence of it, it will be neces- 
sary that the oaths on the printed forms should be altered, so as to suit the present law ; but upon 
this subject, as well as in regard to any other alterations that require to be made, I shall wi-ite to you 
more particularly in the course of a few days, and shall take care to have a new set of forms prepared 
and circulated before the ensuing Fishing commences. 

By the fourth section, you will observe, that although the bounty has ceased, the power is continued 
to the Commissioners of making regulations for the Cod and Ling fishery, save only so far as respects 
the payment of bounty. These regulations, in so far as I at present see, will remain the same as for- 
merly, except that in regard to pickled Cod, it will not be necessary, in order to their being entitled 
to the official brand, to require the barrels to be full bound with an iron hoop at each end. There 
has been no instance hitherto of their being exported ; and it will therefore be sufficient in future that 
the barrels be the same as those containing bung-packed Herrings ; although, at the same time, if the 
curers wish to continue the former practice, they are not to be prohibited from doing so. In the case 
of dried Cod and Ling, if you find that the former regulations have been complied with, and that the 
fish are in every respect such as would have entitled them to have been punched for bounty, under 
the former system, you will continue to punch them, upon the application of the curers, in the same 
way as usual ; and will in like manner apply the official brand to barrels containing pickled Cod, on 
your finding them to be such, with the exception above mentioned, as would have entitled them to 
have been branded for bounty, had bounty still existed. You will give particular notice to the curers 
in your district, of the nature of this section ; and will do every thing in your power to induce them 
to continue the former improved method of cure, and to get their fish punched or branded. No 
penalties or forfeitures, other than the loss of bounty, were contained in the original Cod and Ling 
Fishery Act, and, of course, there can be none now, other than the loss of the official mark or brand ; 
and it remains to be seen whether the curers will consider it of such consequence as to induce them 
to continue to comply with the regulations. 

By the 5th section, you will observe that the penalties and forfeitures imposed by the new act are 
to be sued for, recovered, and applied, in the same manner as under the former acts ; and it is there- 
fore unnecessary to give you any further directions on this subject, than w'hat you are already iu pos- 
session of. 

Having thus given a short view of the contents of the act, in so far as the British Fishei-y is con- 
cerned, I have only further to desire that you will exert yourself to the utmost to give due effect to 
it ; and that you will do every thing iu your power to maintain unimpaired the character of the offi- 
cial brand, and, if possible, to raise it still higher than it now is. You will enter the act in your order 
book, immediately after this letter ; and if the Commissioners authorize me, I shall probably address 
the curers on the subject ; but in the meantime, I again beg you will carefully explain to them the 
provisions of the act, and endeavour to induce them to comply voluntarily with the regulations ; other- 
wise there will be a necessity, however disagreeable the proceeding may be, of having recourse to the 
moans of compelling attention to them, with which the .Commissioners are furnished by law, in so far 
at least as regards the Herring Fishery, 

(Signed) JAMES DUNSMURE. 

Office for the Herring Fishery, Edinburgh, 26th November, 1830. 

The Board having had under consideration, that part of the Cod and Ling regulations, which re- 
quires in the case of pickled Cod cured in barrels, that the official brand shall not be applied “ unless 
the fish shall have had about an inch cut off across the bottom of the tail before being laid in pickle 
and being of opinion, that the practice thereby required is no longer necessary, now that the Fishery 
bounties have been withdrawn; and that it not only occasions trouble that may be avoided, but also 
in a certain measure disfigures the appearance of the fish ; I am commanded to acquaint you, that the 
Commissioners have rescinded that part of the regulations above mentioned, and desire that in future 
the official brand may be applied to barrels containing Cod and Ling cured in pickle, although the fish 
may not be cut across the tail ; provided the regulations be in every other respect complied with. 

(Signed) JAMES DUNSMURE. 

Office for the Herring Fishery, Edinburgh, 1st June, 1831. 

As the intentions of the Lords of his Majesty’s Treasury, in regard to the continuance of this es- 
tablishment, have not yet been communicated to the Board, I have thought it unnecessary to get the 
instructions, rules and regulations, reprinted ; nor indeed is it requisite, as I am not aware of any mate- 
rial alteration that is required ; and you will therefore please govern yourself in the same in nner as 
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formerly, except that in tlie shipment of salt on board of vessels cleared out for the Fishery, I consider 
there will be no occasion for weighing it in the manner prescribed by the original books of instructions, 
and that it will be sufficient for you to take the quantitj'- as stated by the curer, in the same way as 
is done in the case of salt stored on shore ; and that in the weighing of Cod, Ling, or Hake, instead 
of weighing every hundred weight, as was necessary when the bounty existed, it will be sufficient, after 
you have inspected the fish, and found how many of them are fit to be punched, to weigh a few hundred 
weights, so as to ascertain the average number of fish in each ; and then to calculate the number of 
hundred weights in the remainder of the parcel, by allowing the same average number of fish to each 
of them ; and the same plan may be followed in regard to the fish not produced for inspection, or that 
may be found not fit to be punched ; and also in regard to the fish presented to you for exportation. 

I rely with the most implicit confidence on your doing every thing in your power to maintain the 
character of the official brand and stamp, by withholding them from all Herrings and Cod and Ling, 
that sire not in every respect fully entitled thereto. 

(Signed) JAMES DUNSMURE. 

Office for the Herring Fishery, Edinburgh, 1st Februarj'-, 1S32. 

I have this day forwarded to you, notices of the Rules and Regulations made by the Commissioners The Crao aad Half 
in regard to the Cran and half Cran, to be used from and after the 1st dhy of June, 1832, for tlie 
purchase and sale of fresh Herrings taken in the British Herring Fishery — a copy of which you will ^ 
please deliver, with as little delay as possible, to each Herring curer in your district, for his informa- 
tion and government — retaining the remainder in your possession ; and I am to desire you will take 
pai'ticular care, that no Cran or Half Cran shall be used in your district, after the time specified in 
the regulations, but such as shall be in every respect conformable thereto. A limited number of cor- 
rect Cransand Half Cranshas been ordered by the Commissioners to be prepared at Leith, under the 
superintendence of the General Inspector of the East Coast, and transmitted to the officers at the 
principal Herring curing stations, as patterns for the guidance of the curers ; and so soon as they can 
be got ready, I shall lose no time in forwarding one of them to you, for the inspection and informa- 
tion of the curers in your district. I subjoin for your information a copj' of the calculations for as- 
certaining the contents of the Cran and Half Cran under the new regulations ; and I beg you will be 
very particular in giving notice to the fishermen in your district, of the alteration that is to take place 
after the 1st of June, 1832, that they may not be taken unawares in making their contracts with the 
fish curers. 

(Signed) JAMES DUNSMURE. 
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Office for the Herring Fishery, Edinburgh, 1st February, 1832. 

The Board having had under consideration a letter from the principal officer at London, reporting Preference given by 
the state of the business at that port, in which he states, among other things, that the Cod and Ling pnrcliasers of fish for 
brought from Yorkshire, were inspected by the officer of the district, and stamped with the official Yoitehire^'cwed 
mark, and wore sold readily for the Spanish market, at a price varying from £19 to £21 per ton, Ling and Cod. ^ 
while those brought from Scotland, were not punched, and were sold for home consumption, or for 
exportation to places out of Europe, at prices varjdng from £1 1 to £14 per ton, being found totally 
unfit for the Spanish market ; and the officer having further stated, that v;hile there has thus been a dif- 
ference of £7 or £8 per ton, between punched and unpunched fish, he is satisfied that Cod and Ling 
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Genxral Orders to the from Scotland, if cured with the same attention as the Yorkshire fish, and inspected and punched n 
Officers of the British same manner as when the bounty existed, would bring equally good prices ; I am to acquaint you, 
^Fisl^ri^'Board from Commissioners consider this information may be of use to the curers in Scotland, as they are 

the 5lh of April, 1830, probably not aware of the preference given by the London merchants to fish that have been inspected 
when the Bounties and punched by the officers of this department ; and I have therefore been directed to give you no- 
ccascd, to 183C. ^{q 0 what is above stated, for the information of the curers of Cod and Ling in your district, and 

^ “ ' to desire you will communicate the same to them, as extensively as you possibly can. 

The Board having likewise had under consideration, a letter from one of the officers of the fishery, 
on the subject of repairing the boats of poor fishermen; from which it appears, that the repairs, for 
which allowances had been made by the board, had in some instances, not been executed, and that the 
carpenter, whose name was attached to the account of the repairs necessary, had never seen the boat 
ami knew nothing whatever of the transaction, but that the fishermen had notwithstanding endea- 
Frauds comiiiiUi'd in 6°^ payment of the allowances made to them, by daubing the boat over with tar, and pre- 

olitiuniug the money tending that the repairs had been executed; I am further to acquaint you, that as it is possible similar 
granted for repairing attempts at imposition may be made by the fishermen in other districts, the Commissioners desire you 
the boats of poor fish- ^vill take special care in reporting on the petitions referred to you, to ascertain that repairs are really 

ermen.' required to the extent specified, or to what extent they ai'e necessary, and that there is no imposition 

in the document given in as the carpenter’s statement, and that you will also bo careful, upon no ac- 
count to pay the sums allowed, until the boats have been produced to you for inspection, and you are 
satisfied that they have actually received repairs to the value, at the least, of the sums allowed by the 
Commissioners. 

(Signed) JAMES DUNSMURE. 

Office for the Herring Fishery, Edinburgh, 1-lth June, 1832. 
Neglect of the locnl Upon entering the totals of the accounts of last year, for the purpose of forwarding to the Trea- 
Officers, in innkiug sury a general view of the fishery under the superintendence of the Commissioners, I have beenmuch 
observe, that at several of the stations the business done appears to have been very in- 
ing le i c uii considerable, while at others the aecomits are returned nil, although at the same time the officers, in 

their reports to the board, have stated that the fishing was carried on to a greater extent than for- 

merly ; and having every reason to believe that such an anomaly has proceeded on the one hand from 
ignorance on the part of the curers, that by the Act 1st William, IV. cap. 54, the regulations, with 
the exception of the bounty being wiihdrawn, are continued in full force, and must be complied with 
in the same manner as when the bounty existed ; and on the other, from gross negligence and indiff- 
erence on the part of some of the officers, who have taken no trouble either to explain the law to the 
curers, or to ascertain by frequent inspections and journies throughout their districts, what is going 
forward at their several stations ; I think it my duty to reprobato in the strongest manner the conduct 
of the officers to whom these observations more particularly apply, and to inculcate upon every officer 
in the service, both for his own sake, and the sake of the establishment, the necessity of ascertaining, 
by every means in his power, the quantity of Herrings and Cod and Ling cured in his district ; so 
that the Commissioners may have it in their power to accomplish at least one of the purposes of the 
establishment, namely, that of furnishing Government and the Legislature with as coiwect information 
as may be, of the extent to which the British Fishery is carried on — which information, if it is not 
given by this hoard, cannot tasily be obtained from any other quarter ; — and, with a view, therefore, 
to pul a stop to such anomalous proceedings in future, I now beg your attention to the following ob- 
servations, in so far as they are applicable to you. 

You must bo well aware, that for the purpose of enabling the Commissioners to furnish such infor- 
mation, it is enacted by the Fishery statutes, that vessels proceeding to the Herring Fishery shall be 
cleared out by the officers in the respective districts — that an account shall be kept of the quantity of 
Herrings cured on hoard of such vessels — and that the Herrings shall not be lauded without delivery 
of the account, and without the presence of the officer, under pain of forfeiture. Yet, notwithstand- 
ing such positive enactments, (see sections 31, 32, 33, and 34 of the act 48, Geo. III., cap. 110,) ves- 
sels of late have proceeded to the Fishery from ports where officers are stationed, and have lauded 
their cargoes without such account being kept or delivered, and without the baiwels being marked as 
the law requires — and all this without the officer of the district knowing any thing of the matter 
until it was brought under his notice by a letter from this office, in consequence of information received 
from the officers of other ports to which the FIcrrings were brought for sale ; and upon the matter 
being brought home to the curers, their answer was, that they were not aware that such things were at 
all necessary, now that llio bounty was repealed, or that it was at all incumbent upon them to keep or 
deliver the account in question, or to have their barrels marked, unless they meant to apply for the 
official brand. In such cases it is but too evident that the officers at the ports in question have not 
done their duty — that had they not been idle and negligent, such things could not have happened as 
the sailing of vessels for the Fishery, and the landing and transhipment oi tierrings without their 
knowledge ; and it is but reasonable to believe, that had they explained tlie^aw on this subject to the 
curers, and shewn them the risk they ran in not complying with it, there is not one of them but what 
would have complied with the regulations, in the same manner as he did when tho bounty existed, ra- 
ther than nm the risk of having his goods laid under seizure, and perhaps ordered for prosecution. 
In order to prevent such things from happening again, I am therefore to desire, that at all ports where 
such occurrences have lately taken place, and at all others where there is reason to suspect that the 
curers arc ignorant of the nature of the regulations, the officers do explain to them what the law re- 
quires, ami point out to them in the most earnest, but at the same time in a civil and courteous man- 
ner, the propriety of their complying with the regulations for the outfit and discharge of vessels, for 
thoir own sakes, and to save the officers from the painful necessity they will be under, of putting the 
laiv in force, if a contrary conduct he followed. 

For the purpose also of enabling the Commissioners to ascertain the quantity of Herrings cured on 
shore, you are aware that the curers are required (see 35th section of the Act 48th Geo. III., cap. 
110 ,) to give notice to the officer of the district, of their intention to cure, — and to keep and deliver 
to him an account thei-eof before the Herrings are removed, (see 20th section of the Act 55th Geo. 
III., cap. 94,) and although the Herrings are not declared to be forfeited if this be not done, the 
curers lose the benefit of the act, if the regulation is not complied with, and incur besides a penalty of 
£5. This enactment, however, has in many cases not been complied with by the curers ; and as it is 
not improbable that they are in a great measure ignorant of the penalties to which they are liable by 

* See also. Letter of the 20th March, 1833, page 54. 
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non-compliance ; I am further to desire, that the officers will explain to them the law on this subject 
and endeavour to induce them to comply with it in the manner, and for the reason above pointed out, 
and as I do not think it is sufficient for an officer merely to take in a notice, or an account, when a 
curer chooses to deliver it to him, without caring whether he does so or not, I recommend when the 
curer has neglected to do so, that the officer should wait upon him, and obtain from him the docu- 
ments in question, that they may be entered in the books; and I am sure, if the application is made 
in a proper manner, that there are very few indeed of the eiircrs who will refuse doing what is re- 
quired of them in this matter by law, at the risk of compelling the Board to have recourse to legal 
prosecutions That such is the case appears evident from the fact, that at many of the stations the 
officers find no difficulty in obtaining correct accounts of the quantity of Herrings cured In their dis- 
tricts ; while at others, from crossness perhaps, irritability of temper, or unguarded language, on the 
part of the officer, the carers are inclined to set his authority at defiance, and object to do by com- 
pulsion, what they would have cheerfully and voluntarily done, had they been treated with proper at- 
tention and civility. ' 

I think it right likewise to mention, that much trouble has been occasioned to the Commissioners, 
and much inconvenience to the curers, from the non-observance of the enactment which requires, that 
repacked Herrings sent coastwise for exportation to a place out of Europe, shall be accompanied with 
a certificate by the officer of the district, that they were fifteen days in salt before the repacking Look 
place, otherwise the exportation cannot ho allowed, (see 3!Hh section of the Act 48th Geo. III. cap. 
110, and 34th section of the Act 55tli Geo. III. cap. 94.) While the bounty existed, and especially 
after the passing of the Act of the 55th, there was little occasion for attention to this regulation, as 
the Herrings were almost all branded, and the brand itself is a certificate that the law has been com- 
plied with ; but since the repeal of the bounty, the case has become very different, and many parcels 
of unbranded re-packed Herrings have been stopped at the ports of exportation, for not being accom- 
panied with the certificate above mentioned, from the officer of the curing district; and upon the matter 
being investigated, it has been invariably found that the curer was ignorant of this part of (he law ; 
and that the officer of the district, who should have kept him right, and known what was going for- 
ward, had he been active in inspecting his district, never had mentioned a word of the matter to him. 
Had the officer acted as he should have done, no curer would have been so foolish as to have sent his 
Herrings to be exported from another place, without their being accompanied with the proper certi- 
ficate, when he was certain that the exportation would be prevented; and I am therefore further to 
desire, that the officers will explicitly point out to the curers, the law on this subject, that they may 
be aware of the necessity of keeping and delivering an account of the euro of their Herrings, and of 
getting the certificate above mentioned, for such of their unbranded Herrings as are to be sent coast- 
wise for exportation to a place out of Europe. 

Many of the curors have also been brought into trouble, from not being aware that the enactment 
regarding the si;^e, thickness of stave, and qualif y of the wood of which herring barrels are to be made, 
continues in force now in the same manner as when the bounty existed ; aud from a mistaken belief 
that if the official brand is not required, barrels may be made without offence, in whole, or in part, of 
fir wood, and without any particular attention being paid to the thickness of the stave, or size of the 
cask. Seizures have been made for such deviations from the law, and prosecuted to condemnation ; 
but this is a mode of proceeding which it is unpleasant to have recourse to, if it can be avoided ; and 
as it has a much better effect to prevent such deviations by previous notice of the consequences to 
which they lead, than to allow the offence to be committed, and then to inflict the penalty ; I am 
further to desire, that the officers will point out the law on this subject to the curers, that they may 
not have ignorance to plead for an excuse ; aud should they, notwithstanding such notice, persist in 
using barrels contrary to what the law allows, the officers will then put the law in force, and report the 
result to the Board. 

With regard to tho exportation of Hen-ings, there is little fear of their being sent out of the king- 
dom to foreign places, without the knowledge of the officer, so long as the concurrence of the officers 
of the customs must bo obtained before the shipment takes place ; but the case is different in regard 
to Herrings sent to Ireland, which, by the customhouse law, is now considered only as going coast- 
wise ; and there is too much reason to fear that Herrings are frequently exported to Ireland, under 
the pretence of their being sent to a port in Great Britain — in which event the officers of the Fishery 
have no authority to interfere. I know of no remedy for this, other than by application to the curers 
to inform the officer candidly of the Herrings they send to Ireland ; and I would fain think that a 
request which can be attended with little inconvenience to them to comply with, will not be generally 
refused. It is of importance to know the extent of the fishery business done in Ireland; aud I must 
tliereforc beg of you to do every thing in your power, consistent with propriety, to get correct accounts 
thereof, that they may be entered in your books. 

With respect to the branding of Herrings, I consider it unnecessary to say more, than to desire that 
you will be particularly careful, as heretofore, to apply the official brand to no Herrings but what are 
in every respect worthy of it, and entitled thereto, as you must be well aware, that the continuance of 
the establishment will depend not only on the power of the Commissioners to give a full account of 
the extent to which the fishery is carried on, but even in a greater degree to the character of the offi- 
cial brand, and to the general superiority of branded, over unbranded Herrings, in point of qualitj', 
quantity, and sufficiency of cask. 

In the Cod and Ling fishery acts, there is unfortunately no penalty, either in regard to the clearing 
out of vessels, the giving notice of intention to cure on shore, or the keeping and delivering an ac- 
count of the quantity cured, other than the being deprived of the official brand and stamp, iu the event 
of non-compliance, and it therefore becomes more difficult to provide a reinedyforthe non-observance 
of these regulations than in the case of the Herring fishery. It is, however, satisfactory to think, that 
at several stations the vessels arc cleared out, the notices given, the accounts kept and delivered, and 
the fish punched, in the same manner as under the bounty system, and this I impute not only to a 
consciousness on the part of the curers, of tho efficacy of the brand and stamp, but also to the activity, 
zeal, and discretion, on the part of the officers of these districts in getting the curers to comply volun- 
tarily with what is required of them ; and it is but reasonable to suppose, that had the officers in other 
districts acted in the same manner, and been equally active in going about among the curers, and in 
ascertaining what is going forward, they would have been equally successful in getting the curers to 
enter with them, and to furnish them with correct accounts, at least of the quantity cured, whether 
they succeeded in inducing them to produce their fish for inspection or not. 

In some districts, aud even in some islands of the same district, where the Cod fishing is caiwied on 
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General Orders lo de the greatest extent, the books and accounts have been returned nil, while in other districts in the 
Officers of Ike nriiuh same part of the countrj-, the accounts have been rendered with the like facility as when the bounty 
^ marked difference can only be imputed to sujjerior activity, zeal, and perhaps 
i^uilof April, civility, on the part of the latter officers ; — I must again desire the officers alluded to, as well as every 
when the Bounties Other officer in the service in similar circumstances, to wait upon the curers, and to request of them to 
ceased, lo 1836. furnish thorn with correct accounts of the fish caught, cured, and exported by them, that the Commis- 
sioners may have it in their power to furnish Govornment with the necessary information; and I shall 
be ver)' much mistaken, indeed, if any curer refuse to comply with such a request, if made to him in 

a proper manner. If the curers choose to produce their fish for inspection so much the better but 

at all events, let the quantity caught and cured be ascertained, and entered in the books and accounts 
accordingly. 

I cannot conclude without again calling your serious attention to the contents of this letter, and im- 

S ressing on every individual in the service, the necessity of activity, vigilance, zeal, and discretion ; and 
sincerely trust, and indeed am perfectly certain, that if due regard be paid to the line of conduct now 
inculcated, there will be no such strange occurrence found in the future accounts of the fishery as nil or 
deficient returns from a successful fishing — or Herrings seiff to market without the dates of cure, &c., 
being marked on the barrels, and a proper account of them being delivered to the officers — or the 
exportation of Herrings being prevented by the want of the necessary certificate — or barrels being 
used contrary to what the law requires. 

(Signed) JAMES DUNSMURE. 
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Office for tho Herring Fishery, Edinburgh, 20th Marcli, 1833. 

The Board having reason to know, that some fishermen are in the practice of purchasing old boats 
for the purpose of giving them a claim on the fund granted for repairs, and it being desirable to guard 
against imposition in tliis, as well as other matters ; I am to acquaint you, that an addition to the 
other information required in your reports, on the petitions of such poor fishermen, requesting assist- 
ance for the repair of their boats, as may be referred to you, the Commissioners desire you will men- 
tion how long the boats have been in the possession of the petitioners; and as some of the officers are 
apt to omit in their reports information on certain points which it is necessary for the Board to be in 
possession of before coming to a decision, I am to desire that in future you will state particularly in 
such reports, — whether the petitioners ai-e maiTicd or unmarried — whether the repairs are necessary, 
and will cost the sum asked — and if not, how much they will cost — whether the petitioners are in 
indigent circumstances, and unable to bear the expanse of tho repairs themselves — whether the peti- 
tioners have received any former allowances — and if so, the date and amount of each such allowance ; 

• — whether the petitioners reside at a place where a pier or quay is built— and if not, how far from 
such place — and how long the boat has been in the possession of the petitioners. 

I am at the same time commanded to acquaint you, that by an act passed in the last session of Par- 
liament, all vessels and boats engaged in the Fishery are required, under pain of forfeiture, to be 
painted or tarred entirely black; and as this enactment may not be generally known, I subjoin a copy 
of the clause for your information, and beg you will communicate it as extensively as possible among 
tile fish curers and fishermen in your district. 

(Signed) JAMES DUNSMURE. 

The Act 2nd and 3rd Win. IV., cap| 84, sec. 20, enacts — “ That the owner or owners of every vessel 
“ or boat employed on the coasts of the United Kingdom in piloting or fishing, shall, within six months 
“ from the time of passing this act, paint every such vessel or boat, or cause the same to be painted or 
“ tarred, entirely black, except the name or other description now required by law to be painted on 
“ such vessel or boat, on pain of forfeiture of such vessel or boat not so painted ; provided dwap that 
“ nothing herein coiitaiiiod shall extend to prevent any distinguishing mark from being placed on the 
“ bows of any such vessel or boat.” 

N.B. — The act received the Royal assent on the 3d of August 1832, so that the time limited for 
painting the vessels and boats black expired on the 3d of February 1833. 

(Signed) JAMES DUNSMURE. 



Office for the Hen-ing Fishery, Edinburgh, lOth June, 1833. 
Hemngs cured and It having lately come to my knowledge that the masters of vessels regularly cleared out for the 
conveyed to Jrolami Fishery by the officers of their respective stations, under the provisions of the Fishery acts, arc fre- 

SerfwktlSkin *“ practice, when they do not intend to apply for the official brand, of proceeding with 

‘ ■ their cargoes to Ireland direct from the Fishing ground, without previously returning to tho port of 

outfit, or delivering any account of the Flon-iiigs cured by them — by which means the accounts ren- 
dered to Parliament from this establishment do not exhibit so correct a view as could be wished cither 
of the quantity of Herrings cured, or of the quantity exported; I am to desire that for the purpose 
of supplying this deficiency, and of giving a more correct statement of the produce of the British 
Fishery, you will in future, in the event of any such vessels having been cleared out by you, procure 
from the masters or curers, on the return of the vessels to port, or at any rate before the 5th of April 
in each year, an account of the cargo of each such vessel cured by them, and carried direct to Ireland, 
without having been previously notified to one of the officers of this department, and these accounts you 
will enter in your books — tho fii-st of them on the discharge side of the entry of outfit, appertaining 
to each vessel — and the latter in the export book — mentioning at the bottom of the entry in both 
hooks, that those Herrings were not seen or inspected by you, but that the statement is taken from 
an account delivered to you by the master of the vessel, or curer, as the case may happen to be. Il 
the accounts in question can be procured, made out in the regular manner, it will be so much the bet- 
ter — but if they are not so made out, you will not upon that gi-ound reject them, but enter them in 
your hooks exactly as they are delivered to yon, and preserve them in the office. They should be 
signed by the master or curer ; and I am sure none of them will refuse to furnish you with such ac- 
counts on your applying for them in a proper manner, and explaining to them the object in view. 

I believe also it sometimes happens that Herrings cured on shore, after a regular account of them 
lias been given in to the officer of the district, are entered at the Customhouse as going coastwise, (in 
which case the officers of this department have no right to interfere,) but are in reality carried direct 
to Ireland, so that we lose the account of them under the head of exportation. Should you therefore 
have reason to believe that any thing of the kind takes place in your district, I beg you will, if possi- 
ble, procure from the curer or his agent an account thereof, shewing the date of shipment, and enter 
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it accordingly in your export book in the maimer before-mentioned; — and you uill also be particu- 
larly careful that no Herrings cured on shore in your district escape your notice. 

I observe likewise froiji the Cod and Ling accounts transmitted to this office, that in some districts 
where the quantity cured and exported, while the bounties were in existence, was very considerable, 

the quantity now exhibited is exceedingly trifling, and in some instances rendered nil merely because 

the curers do not choose to apply for the official punch or brand, and the officei's are not in the practice 
of obtaining from them any account of the quantity cured or exported. I beg therefore you u ill pro- 
cure from the curers of Cod and Ling in your district, who have not given in the regular accounts, an 
account of the number of fish taken or cured by them — from which you can easily calculate the num- 
ber of hundred weights and barrels, if not distinguished in the accounts — and likewise an account of 
the quantity thereof exported — and these accounts or statements, although they should not be made 
out in the prescribed form, you will not reject, but enter in the proper books, with a note subjoined to 
them to the same effect, as is before required in regard to Herrings. The accounts should in like 
manner be signed by the curers or their agents ; and I have no doubt that they will readily furnish 
them, when made aware of the purpose for which they are wanted. 

I have only to add, that I beg your particular attention in carrying these directions into execution, 
as they may be attended with very beneficial results to this establishment ; and will, at any rate, ena- 
ble me to furnish Government with a more correct view of the importance and extent of tho fishery 
under the superintendence of the Commissioners, than I am at present enabled to do. 

(Signed) JAMES DUNSMUllE. 

Office for the Herring Fishery, Edinburgh, 1st October, 1S33. 

It having been represented to the Board, that many of the boats engaged in the Herring Fishery 
have not the names painted on them ; so that in the event of the onmers being guilty of any illegal 
practices, it becomes difficult, if not impossible, to detect them, — I am to acquaint you, that with a 
view to remedy this evil, the Commissioners have resolved, that from and after this date, no allowance 
shall be given for the repair of any boat on which the names are not painted in the manner required 
by the 46th section of the Act 48, (leo. III., cap. 1 10 ; and that from and after the 5th of April, 
1834, all boats engaged in the Herring Fishery which have not the names painted on them in the man- 
ner prescribed by the above section, shall be seized, and the case reported to the Commissioners for 
their consideration. 

You will therefore govern yourself accordingly — taking care, hou-ever, to give due notice of this 
resolution to the fishermen in your district, that they may not be taken unawares, or have it in their 
power to plead ignorance of the law ; and, in your reports on the application of any fisherman for as- 
sistance to repair his boat, that maybe referred to you in future, you will state, in addition to the other 
particulars required, whether the boat has the name painted on it in terms of the Act above quoted. 

(Signed) JAMES DUNSMURE 
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APPENDIX, No. XV. 

The Scottish Fisheries. 

Copies of Letters addressed to James Loch, Esq., M.P., by Scottish Fish Curers, on the effects of 
the measures adopted by the British Fishery Society, and the state of the Fish Cui-ing Trade in 
Scotland. 

Wick, 12th February, 1836. 

I have your very much esteemed favour of the 6th current, with a copy of a letter from Sir Charles 
Morgan, requesting additional information as to the working of the British Fishery Society in tliis 
place, its effects, &c. 

The success of that establishment, the improvement of the trade, and the prospciity of the neigh- 
bouring part of the county more immediately connected with the fisliing, as well, though in a less de- 
gree, of the whole county together, must always depend upon the success of the Herring fishing, being 
the staple commodity in trade, and that upon which almost all others chiefly depend. Now, as to the 
success of the trade — during a period of upwards of t;venty years, I have been a fish-curer, one of tlie 
most extensive in Scotland, and during all tho time I was engaged in the trade, I found it like other 
trades, occasionally productive of profit, and not unfrequently the reverse ; upon the whole, it certainly 
never yielded more than an ordinary remunerating profit. When I first embarked in the trade there 
was only an allowance of 2^. bounty per ban-el, and during the continuance of that bounty the trade 
prospered, it was no more than a wholesome stimulant, which gave sufficient effect to the authority of 
the inspecting and branding officer under the rules and regulations of the Fishery Board, which at all 
times have been found productive of the most beneficial effects — the very salvation of the trade — for 
had the curers been left to their own discretion with only a few exceptions, they would have sent the 
article to market in such a state that the trade must have suffered, yea, it would have been destroyed 
long ago but for the surveillance of the Fishery Board. 

It would have been well for the trade, in my opinion, that no higher bounty had ever been given, 
and that it had been continued to this day, along with the full authority of the Fishery Board. 

Upon the introduction of the 4s. bounty, the effect was almost magical — for mark — that in the year 
1809-10, the total amount of cured Herrings all over Scotland, gutted and ungutted, branded and im- 
hranded, amounted only to 90,185'| barrels under the 2s. bounty, but after the introduction of the 4s. 
bounty the number of ban-els of Herrings cured in the year ending 5th April 1821, was no less than 
442,195J barrels, being nearly five times the core of 1810, without any new opciiii/g for the sale of 
this vast additional quantity. Ever since the introduction of the 4s. bounty the trade has been carried 
on to an extent wholly unwarrantable, in proof of which statement, I need only remark that afew years 
ago, when the curcr purchased the cran of fresh-caught fish, which usually produced a barrel of Her- 
rings, at 7s., and deducting the bounty of 4s., it cost him only 3s. a barrel, yet, that oven in that year, 
not the most abundant, the curers in general, and but with very few exceptions, sustained some loss. 
Hence it must appeal- perfectly evident to the most common observer that the trade received an unna- 
tural impulse from the 4s. bounty, which carried it to an extent altogether uncalled for, and building 
it upon a false foundation, and that foundation being now withdrawn, has precipitated its ruin never to 
rise to the same extent again. 
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It inilucarl adventurers to build bouses for tbemselves and families, storehouses for salt and barrels, 
and curing sheds, all at a verj' great expense, in hopes that the trade was to go on in the same way it 
had progressed for years under the 4s. bounty. The fishers were in a like manner stimulated, and they 
built boats and furnished drifts of nets, not be surpassed and seldom equalled in the United Kingdom'; 
they, moreover, married and sol up family establishments, altogether delightful to contemplate, but alas ! 
the day of adversity was nigh, for although the 4s. bounty was withdrawn gradually, and therefore 
wisely, yet the cfl'ects of this measure operated more rapidly in precipitating its fall, than the 4s. 
bounty had done in raising it up to an unsound extent. But what could the curer do who had em- 
barked his all in (he trade, or the fisherman who had done the same — proceed they must — having 
no other alternative, and surely their progress has of lato years been a progress to ruin. In evidence 
of my conviction, on this point, I need only state the fact of my own experience, which every one 
in this place is aware of, that in 1832, while I had upwards of 10,000 empty barrels on hand, seve- 
ral hundred tons of salt, all my coopers and utensils to dispose of, as also about fifty crews of fishers in 
my debt, to a considerable amount, I determined notwithstanding to abandon the trade, for I saw 
nothing but ultimate ruin on the face of it : I have by that step saved thousands : I do not mean 
to take credit to myself for this, for I had several other resources, but I mean to place in a clear 
point of view, the case of many tbousaiuls who have nothing else to turn to. The trade is now un- 
dergoing an entire revolution, which in its course must first ruin curers and fishers, at least agreat pro- 
portion of them all must be driven out of the business, and afterwards by degrees, the trade, like 
others, will reform itself, and upon a smaller scale proceed at a pretty safe and fair-going pace. 

As to the statistics of the British Fishery Society, their agent hero is better able to furnish you with 
particulars. I understand this is the only place where the highly laudable and public spirited enterprises 
of that society have at all prospered, and I fear that the prediction is too true, that Wick and Pultney- 
town have, at least for a while, seen their best days. I am distinctly of opinion, that any encourage- 
ment which Government may hold out to similar adventurers in Ireland, must ultimately prove the 
bane and ruin of those adventurers, at least till the trade can be brought into its legitimate and sub- 
dued channel, and then it will thrive again — for it is a trade which cannot bo aimibilated, it must in a 
greater or less degree proceed for ever, and in justice, no encouragement ought to be held out in one 
part of the United Kingdom to the prejudice of any other part; although this was done under the recent 
bounty sj'stem, for the Irish curers got the bounty on second-hand baiTels, while the Scotch curers 
wore allowed it only for the new, which was in favor of the Irish curers 2s. 6d. or 3s. a barrel, a most 
unjust distinction. 

In conclusion, were I to enter more minutely into detail of the sufferings of the curers, fishermen 
and coopers in this place, notwithstanding the plentiful fishing of last season, you would almost re- 
gret that the British Fishery Society had over afforded the moans of settlement for so many unfor- 
tunate, v'ot honest, sober, and industrious individuals as at present inhabit this settlement, many of 
whom, from their extreme poverty arc unable to go elsewhere ; all those who by any honest means can, 
are leaving this place for America and various other quarters as their circumstances can permit. This 
picture is a true one so far as it goes, hut far short of the reality. 

On last season’s fishing, the curer has sustained an average loss of at least 5^. to 6«. per barrel on all 
past sales ; of late, however, prices have advanced a little, but now only a small proportion of the catch 
remains on hand, and many of the curers are now in a state of bankruptcy. 

Wick, 27th February, 1836. 

I think Sir Charles’s enquiry is chiefly as to the effects which have resulted from the British Socic- 
Sorlcl ty’s Establishment here, and 1st, as to “the Prosperity of the Comstry,” it is clear the locality in the 

neighliourhood of Wick, and even the whole comity of Caithness generally, has been permanently im- 
proved to a very considerable extent, through the extension of the Fisheries at Wick, effected throudi 
the moans of the establishment there of a harbour and fishing town : 2nd, as to “ the Improvement of 
Trade,” it is equally clear, that as results of the first effect, and a consequence of the accommodation 
for shipping in general, as ivell as the demands of an increased pojnilation — trade has been created, as 
well as improved thereby, I moan of course general trade, and do not limit the term to fish-curing 
operations and accompaniments. The Custom House registers of the luitiirc of cargoes brought in and 
shipped off jirove this. 

Sir Charles asks yon what might be the advantage or disadvantage of attempting a “ similar 
association” for Ireland, and on remarking on this, it ought to be considered, whether priv ate ex- 
ertion might not have accomplished all that has been done hero, and the results have well remu- 
nerated the advance of capital. Had not as much been done by yourselves at Helmsdale as at any 
of tho British Society’s settlements, with the exception of Pulteiiey-town ? and if it had been the 
good fortune of Caithness to have had Lord Stafford instead of Lord Duffers, for a Wick heritor, 
i doubt much if “ The British Society” would have been the mid-superior of Piilteuey-town. I have 
in view in this remark, that the Government grant of £9000 out of the forfeited estates for the har- 
bour, laid the foundation of the improvements here, and that grant would have been given as in other 

instances, to any individual or body, who would comply with the condition of investing a similar 
amount in the work. Beyond this the Societ)’’ have sunk no money here, and their feu from Lord 
ProbeWe result of the " ill ultimately, and is now a profitable bargain, their sub-feuars and tenants having improved 

operations of a sinii- and ameliorated the estate. If in Ireland there is a good and ascertained fishing station, but where 

lar Society ill Iroltuul. from want of harbour and other necessary accommodations, the fishery cannot be cai'ried on to a tenth 

of the extent it would otherwise be, and that the lord of the manor is unable or unwilling to make 

tliesc improvements, then it would undoubtedly be advantageous to raise money by subscription, and 
constitute the subscribers into a “ Society for extending tho Fisheries, and improving the sea coast of 
Ireland.” But wo have seen that if the fishing station is not an assured one as a place of rendezvous 
for the Herrings, harbour and stores being erected fail in their object of extending the Fisheries, 
though I dare say as at Oban and Tobermory the expenditure has “improved the coast.” 

Causes of tilt- depress- There is no doubt that over production is the cause of the present stagnation in the Fish-curing 
edstale ol the I'isli business ebiofly, when you advert to the fact of the cure at Wick having been only forty years ago 
10,000 barrels, and other stations correspondingly low. Other causes also operate at present toward 
that depression ; the cheaper price of butcher’s meat ; the state of the West India colonies ; Norway 
and other nations finding their way into markets formerly exclusively supplied by the Dutch and Bri- 
tish ; the increase of duly on the import of Herrings into Russia. 

I do not go the full length of saying that tho bounty system (for that was the sole encouragement) 
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has been the means of leading to the over production, entirely, — for it is a fact that the number of 
speculators in the curing trade have not decreased since the withdra^val of the bounties. What has led 
to it greatly is the facility of “setting up” as a fish curer, scarcely any capital being required, otvlng 
to the practice of crediting the price of all the materials, as well as the fish, until after they are cured 
and in a state to be marketed. This has induced many empty-headed speculators to become gentle- 
men fishcurers, and led to the great evil of recklessly bargaining, to give too high a price for the fresh 
fish, and causing disadvantageous contracts to be made for the Herrings, both in their purchase from 
the fishermen, and in their sale in a cured state. The solvent curer with a stock on hand being 
compelled to keep his business going, and to pay too much through competition to his fishermen, while 
on the other hand his insolvent rival, or the curer without capital, is compelled to bring his fish to mar- 
ket to avoid bankruptcy, and to take any price he can get, thus depreciating the sale of the commodity 
throughout. 

I do not believe that the prediction mentioned by Sir Charles, “that Wick has seen its best day,” 
is correct, although I do not apprehend that-in your day it is to progress with the same rapidity that 
it did in the last twenty years of Mr. Smith’s occupancy of the Deputy Governor’s chair. 

This confidence arises from the recorded experience that Herrings are to be got here in abundance 
every year, and while other places have failed. The year 1834 was an exception, but 120 years and 
only one of a total failure is a fair proof of the certainty of the ^station being superior to any other yet 
discovered. There will always be some Herrings wanted, and I doubt not that those going in search 
of them will resort to the spot likely to be most sure of getting them at. 

As to the branding system, I think the character of the British cure in foreigh markets would be 
lowered if it (branding) was prohibited, for it is not more than permissive at present. There are a 
class of adventurers in the trade who would try to pawn on the foreigner any kind of fish they could get 
off their hands, and the door is open to the curers at present to compete as to superiority of cure. 

Wick, 19th February, 183G. 

The permanent effect on the prosperity of this county, resulting from the facilities afforded to trade 
oy the harbour at Pulteney-town, built by the British Fishery Society, for the accommodation of those 
engaged in the prosecution of the Herring Fishery, is of the most unequivocal description. Agricul- 
tural improvements have thereby received an immense impetus, extensive wastes have been reclaimed 
by the application of the fish offal as a manure, while the large population, permanent as well as occa- 
sional, drawn to the neighbourhood by the ready employment afforded by the prosecution of the fish- 
ery, has offered such facilities for the sale of agricultural produce of every description as necessarily 
led to spirited improvements both on the part of landlords and tenants, which otherwise in all proba- 
bility would never have taken place. 

I consider the improvement of the general trade of the place to be wholly attributable to the suc- 
cess of the Herring Fishery, in connexion with the facilities afforded by the harbour, and the feuing 
of the ground in its proximity on moderate terms by the Fishery Society, to those engaged in busi- 
ness pursuits. 

An Association similar to the British Fisher}' Society I conceive might be of essential service to 
Ireland, provided it confined its encouragement as in the instance of the British Fishery Society, 
strictly to harbour accommodation and the feuing of ground in favorable situations ; leaving every 
other detail connected with the prosecution of the Fisheries to private entorprize. 

There can be no dubiety as to the fact, that the bounty of 4s. per barrel on Herrings granted by 
Government, unduly stimulated the trade, and contributed largely to bring about that over-production 
from which it at present suffers so severely. Still the withdrawing of the bounty was little felt by the 
trade at the time, partly from the gradual manner in which this was effected, but chiefly from the re- 
duction that took place about the same period in the rate of freights, and the price of timber and 
salt; the saving thus effected being nearly equivalent to the loss of the bounty. If the price paid by 
the curer to the fishermen during the last few years when the bounty was in full operation be com- 
pared with the price paid during the years of its '’iminution and the first few years of its total extinc- 
tion, it will be evident that on the average the price of fresh Herrings has rather advanced than de- 
clined, and at the present moment the curer continues to pay the fishermen considerably higher for 
the fresh Herrings than during the last few years in which he enjoyed the bonus of 4s. per barrel from 
Government, and when he suffered far less by the competition of the low price of similar provisions. 

The gloom that has lately overcast the commercial prospects of this settlement, arises in my opinion 
in a great measure from the successful fishing now prosecuted in the Orkney and Shetland Isles : the 
produce of these united stations being nearly in amount to that of this place, while no corresponding 
reduction in the price paid to the fishermen here has taken place, to compensate for the low prices in 
the different markets which such pow'erful rivalry has necessarily led to. Surprising as it may appear, 
the fishing business at this station has of late been extending, notwithstanding the severe losses which 
those engaged in it have been subjected to ; this can only be accounted for by the circumstance that 
there is no other channel into which captal to any amount can be directed, and those who relinquish 
the business must of necessity leave the place. 

With an annually declining consumption in the West Indies, and a prohibitory duty of 9*. per bar- 
rel in Russia, it is wholly impossible that the usual markets can now take off the produce of a generally suc- 
cessful fishing along the whole coast, at pricesany thing like remunerating to those engaged in the process of 
curing. Still, of the ultimate prospects of Pulteney-town, I by no means despair ; its valuable fishery, 
and the peculiar advantages it possesses for its prosecution, must, properly directed, prove a source of 
local wealth and individual gain, although from temporary circumstances and the peculiar nature of 
the trade, these may be more irregular than could be wished. 

While all engaged in the fishery will readily admit that the Officers appointed by the Fishery Board 
as local Inspectors, have done much towards improving the cure, and that their official brand gives 
purchasers a confidence in the quality which is highly favourable, — Yet 1 conceive the the trade would 
go on perfectly well without this machinery, and more especially where exportation to a foreign mar- 
ket was not particularly in view. 

In my opinion the official brand has led to a mediocrity of quality which few engaged in the trade 
attempt surpassing, for the obvious reason that all crown brand Herrings sell for an equality of price ; 
the curer on this account bestows just as much care and attention on the cure as entitles him to the 
official brand, but nothing farther, not being remunerated for it. In corroboration of this opinion I 
may adduce the fact that the Dutch cure is still fai- more highly prized than the British, and farther 
that the curing of red herrings which has never been under the surveillance of the officers of the fish- 
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erj", has been carried to a greater degree of perfection than the curing of salt Herrings, tho’ a much 
nicer operation and requiring far more minute care and attention. 

In conclusion, I sincerely trust the Irish Commissioners will do every thing in their power to dis- 
abuse the minds of the fishermen of the erroneous and pernicious belief, that ardent spirits constitutes 
a necessary part of their equipment. At not a few fishing stations I have witnessed such habits of dis- 
sipation thereby generated amongst both sexes, as made this branch of industry more a curse than a 
blessing to the place. 

Wick, 15th February, 1836. 

Not being myself a fish-curer, my opinion on such a subject is not entitled to the same weight as 
that of gentlemen who can bring their practical knowledge to bear on it ; but as you have requested 
it, I will make such general observations as occur to me, after a residence here of about seventeen 
years, and some previous knowledge of fishery matters. 

There cannot be a doubt that the settlement of Pulteney-town, under the British Society forEx- 
tending the Fisheries, &c. and the erection of their harbour, did give a very powerful impulse to the 
extension of the Herring fishery at Wick, which never could have been carried to any great extent 
without such accommodation. And by the increase of population which it has occasioned, and the 
capital expended in buildings, &c. it has certainly tended to the improvement of trade in general, in 
this county, as well to the permanent improvement of the district around if. But the establishment, 
at nearly the same period, of the Board of Commissioners for the Herring Fishery at Edinburgh, and 
the large sums which they annually gave away as bounties, for a long period, were the principal causes, 
in my opinion, by which the Scotch Fisheries were forced up to the state of over production at which 
they arrived, and which is now becoming so ruinous in its consequences to those in the trade. 

Previous to the settlement of Pultcne 5 ’-town and to the establishment of the fishery board, the 
quantity of Herrings caught on the coasts of the County of Caithness seldom exceeded ten thousand 
barrels in a year ; but after that period the quantity increased rapidly until it approached, if it did not 
reach, two hundred thousand barrels. 

During the existence of these high bounties, I have often heard it predicted by experienced fish- 
curers, that the stimulus then given would eventually force the trade to an extent that would occasion 
such a dimunition of prices, that would prove highly injurious both to the fishermen, and to those who 
had embarked their capital in it as curers, — and now the event seems fully to justify those predictions. 

In short my own opinion is, that, as regards the Herring Fishing, the supply has already outrun the 
demand, to a considerable extent, that is, that the quantity caught is more than can be disposed of 
at remunerating prices. Thei’C is no doubt that low prices will occasion an increased consumption, and 
if Herrings could be sold sufficiently low for that purpose, that the demand might be brought to ex- 
ceed the present supply, — but there is a rate below which they cannot be caught and cured on this 
coast ; and it appears to me, from the serious losses sustained, for some years past, that matters have 
arrived at that stage, and tliat unless some new outlet for fish is discovered, any measures for increas- 
ing that supply must tend still further to lower prices, and consequently to drive out of the trade as 
many as can apply themselves to other pursuits. I think it a subject deserving the attention of govern- 
ment, to consider whether by arrangements with Foreign Powers facilities might be created for the ad- 
mission of Herrings, — particularly in Russia, where the duty of 9«- per barrel exacted at present ope- 
rates as a prohibition. 

I believe the general opinion to be, that the inspecting and branding system still carried on under 
the British Fishery Board, is attended with great benefits to the trade, — and that the officers’ brand is 
considered a sufficient guarantee that the cask is of the prescribed size and the fish properly cured. 

I may add my opinion that the present depressed state of the Herring trade, has in some measure 
been hastened by the great falling off in the demand which formerly existed in the West India Islands. 

I understand that usually the West Indies took off from 50,000 to 80,000 barrels yearly, but that 

lately the quantity has decreased more than one half. 



Wick, 12th February, 1836. 

I have been favoured with a copy of your letter of the 6th Inst, and also with a copy of Sir Charles 
Morgan’s letter to you, of date 2nd Inst., and in reply to the information that Sir Chai-les Morgan’s let- 
ter seems to require, I shall as one that has been in the trade for thirty-three years, give my 
candid and honest opinion of it, as far as my information and judgment go in the trade of fish-curino-. 
and in the first place would remark, when I first began the trade, there was then 2.s. per barrel allowed 
of bounty on all Herrings cured, either gutted or ungutted, and during the period that this bounty was 
allowed, no one would deny that the trade was then a safe and remunerating one, but so soon as our 
Government thought proper to allow 45. per barrel of bounty, I must say that the trade became a 
very dangerous speculation, and in my opinion the grant of 4s. per barrel of bounty has been the sole 
occasion of it, as it was the means of encouraging a great many wealthy fai-mers and others on the east 
coast of Scotland to embark in the trade, who thought that they were to do well by it, and at the same 
time gave large advances to fishermen to purchase boats and nets, and to enlarge their stock of boats 
and nets, which the fishermen very readily agreed to, and then the fishermen entered into a new plan 
of hiring from two to three, and in some cases four men to go into the boat with one bred fisherman 
and a boy, and of course this enlarged the quantity of boats and nets to an alarming extent, but I am 

Failures among Spe- sorry to say that such s)3eculators soon came to see their mistake, both with respect to the curers and 

culators. fishermen, as many of the curers tliat commenced then have completely ruined themselves, and in- 

jured those who understood the trade. You will please observe, that during the 2s. bounty, the 
Fishery was not extended to one-third, or, I may say, to one-fourth that it is now, as the principal 
part of all the fish that was got in Scotland was caught off this county, and now it is prosecuted from Cape 
General Increase of ^'^th of Forth, and farther south, as also in almost all the Orkney and Shetland Islands, and 

the Fish Trade. *■''2 Board of Fishery’s Reports, how the quantity has every year increased. But the 

truth is, that the Fishery is completely overdone, as it will not pay the fishermen their outlays for 
boats and nets, &c., and as at this moment there is not one fisherman out of forty on the east coast of 
Nearly all the !^her- Scotland but what is deeply in debt. This is a fact well known to all fish-curers ; and along with this, 
Boatrsm^Nets’notin well known to the fish-curers, that the fishermen’s boats and nets are by no means what they 
good condition. were, or what they ought to he, as the prices that can be afforded to them for their fresh fish will 
not keep up their materials, independent of supporting their families. To say that the Fishery has not 
done good to this place, would be wrong and false j but I am much afraid it will be the means, in the 
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end or ultimately of bringing it to ruin. I am sorry to say that my remarks to the British Fishery So- 
ciety last year (through you) appear to come too true tliis year, as an abundant fishing is as bad, if 
not worse, than a scanty one, as has been felt here, and througiiout all Scotland. The curers have 
lost a ^eat deal of money, and many of them their all, and a good many failures have taken place in 
this neighbourhood accordingly. The fact is, to say the least of it, I do seriously think that the fish 
curing trade is the worst in the kingdom ; and I am sorry to say, that I am, like many more in this 
quarter, sorry that I have sunk too much^in building and other preparations on account of it, that I 
cannot get clear of. It is a well known fact that the fishery of 1834 was a very scanty one, and even 
then the curers did not obtain any thing like a price for the few they cured ; and this last yeai-’s fishing 
was pretty abundant, and what has been the consequence ? — a very serious loss to the curers, as 
there have been a good many thousand barrels sold here from 11s. to I2s. and 13s. per barrel, which is 
at least from 6s. to 7s. per barrel of a dead loss to the curers, and a great many that have been sent to 
market have done no better. 

It is my opinion, that unless our Government can get some other markets opened with foreign na- 
tions to consume the fish caught on the coast of Britain, it is almost impossible that the trade can pay 
either the fishermen or curers. 

With respect to the appointment of Fishery Officers, I am of opinion that they have been the means 
of enhancing the character of the British fish, by their attention to the cure and official brand ; as, 
before their appointment, the cure of the fish was not generally attended to ; hut I am at the same 
time satisfied, that the 4s. bounty should never have been allowed, as it has been the means of encou- 
raging too many into the trade, and now it is completely overdone, as there are a great many more fish 
taken ashore and cured, than can be consumed to any advantage of eurer or fisherman. 
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Wick, 15th February, 1836. 

It is evident that the British Fishery Society’s establishment, at Pulteney-town, has greatly increased Improvement.^ by the 
tlie curing of Herrings, the general trade of the place, and the prosperity of the county, by building British Fishery Soci 
and afterwards extending a harbour sufficiently commodious for the accommodation and protection of 
shipping, by granting building feus on easy terms, by levying only moderate tonnage and other dues, 
and generally by adopting liberal measures in t)ie management of the station. 

I am of opinion that the system of granting Government bounties on Herrings, which at one time Bounties were inju- 
were excessive, has done much miscliief, by Inducing and enabling a great number of individuals, with- rious. 
out capital, or knowledge of the trade, to get into it; and consequently, by increasing the number of fishing 
boats to an unnecessary degree, and in doing so by improper means — I mean by encouraging the prac- 
tice among the fishermen of their hiring two or three hands each crew, say tradesmen or labourers, 
for the season of the Herring fishing only, and thereby rendering the crews less efficient than they 
should be, for the management either of their boats or nets. 

I think there cannot be a doubt, but that the impulse thus given to the trade has tended to an over Prospoefs of the Fish 
production, and consequently to such a diminution of prices, as must soon ruin the individual engaged in it. Trade. 

(unless a favourable change takes place,) of which we have abundant proof in our experience of the 
result of last year’s fishing, aud the prices obtained for Herrings generally leaving a loss to the eurer of 
4s. or 5s. per barrel. A vast deal of money has thus been lost, and those engaged in the trade are at 
this moment in circumstances of great difficulty and distress. I would not say that this distress is en- 
tirely owing to the causes I have mentioned ; I would except such a calamitous occurrence as the almost Consequence of die 
total failure of our fishery in 1834, which has left a fearful arrear of obligations that could not be met; and failure hi the Fishing 
I am also aware, that it may be said the curers have in some measure brought this distress upon them- 1834. 
selves, by giving higher prices to the fishermen than could be realised. This, to a certain extent, may 
be true ; but it is my opinion, that fishermen cannot catch and deliver Herrings at materially lower 
prices than they now do, and that any system of encouragement, in the shape or nature of boi^nties, 
would only prop the trade, by continuing the e\'ils which I have stated, and thereby render the final 
result more disastrous. 

I am fully convinced of the utility of the inspecting and branding system. I should say it must con- Surveillance and 
tinue to be indispensable as regards the cure and character of Herrings, the size of barrels, &c. ; and it Branding beneficial, 
may be safely asserted, that it is in a great measure attributable to its introduction that Scotch Her- 
rings, when otherwise of fair quality, have arrived at, and maintained their superioritj% 



APPENDIX, No. XVI. 

Extracts from “ An Account of Improvements on the Estates of the Mabqotss of Stafford,” by 
James Loch, Esq., M.P. 

The progress of the Fisheries has even exceeded the improvements which have now been under con- 
sideration. The encouragement of the Herring fishery, has, for several years back, been a favourite 
national object. The employment which it gives to a vast body of hardy fishermen, and the quantity 
of food it produce^ render few objects more worthy the attention and encouragement of the public. 
This fishing has been long prosecuted with great success on the west coast of Scotland. The Her- 
rings are there of a superior quality. They make their appearance generally on the west coast of 
Sutherland about the middle of August, and the fishing continues, with occasional intermissions, until 
the end of January. On this coast they are chiefly disposed of to vessels from the Clyde, which come 
ill numbers for the purpose. 

Upon the east coast this fishing was less attended to, until the establishment made at Pulteny-town, 
near Wick, in Caithness, by the Society for the Encouragement of British Fisheries, about twelve years 
ago. Since that period the progress made in that fishing all along this coast has been rapid beyond 
example. In the year 1814, two enterprising individuals, Messrs. A. & D. Simpson, from Moray- 
shire, proposed attempting it upon the coast of Sutherland, and as this came directly within the im- 
mediate scope of the plans laid down for the improvement of the estate of Sutherland, and for the 
employment of the people who were moved from the hills, it was agreed to afford them every encou- 
T^ement, and the most liberal assistance. The situation fixed upon was at the north-east side of the 
river Helmsdale, one of the most considerable rivers in the county. Previous to the above date there 
was not a boat belonging to the place except those employed in the Salmon fishery. It was agreed to 
build for them a complete curing yard, with sheds, which has < ost about twelve hundred pounds, for 
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which they pay six and a half per cent. Owing to particular circumstances, a similar arrange- 
ment was entered into with Messrs. Landles & Calder, of Berwick : — Ihis yard is rather upon a more 
extended plan, to which a Red Herring-house has been added; — It cost in all about two thousand one 
hundred pounds. Since that period extensive curing yards upon similar plans have been built by 
Messrs. Bell of Leven, Redpath of Berwick, Miller, Robertson, and Nelson of Leith, and Ross of 
Golspie. Besides which, a large lot has been taken by D Horne, Esq., for the purpose of erecting 
warehouses for the convenience of storing and exporting his wool. Another extensive curing yard, 
with a Red Herring-house, and which they call the Stratlinaver yard, has been built by Messrs. Simp- 
sons, who have also’ built a house for their own residence. A good inn has been erected by Mr. 
George Alexander, of Golspie, to whose exertions both here and at every other place where buildings 
have been erected on the estate, much credit is due. All the works he has executed are of the most 
substantial sort. Nine houses constructed of stone and lime have been already erected in the village, 
and it is expected that twelve more will be undertaken during the course of the ensuing summer. 
The amount of the outlay on these buildings, including Simpson and Landles’ yard, exceed twelve 
thousand pounds. In consequence of the rapid growth and importance of this place, it became neces- 
sary to improve the harbour, and to render it fit to receive such trade as might resort to it. In 1818 
a pier with breast-work was erected at an expense of sixteen hundred pounds, which had the effect of 
deepening the water in the river considerabl)', and the plan for its improvement is adopted from a re- 
port made upon the subject by John Rennie, Esq. 

The Herrings appear upon this coast about the middle of July, and the fishing ceases about the 
middle of September. It has increased in a manner wholly unprecedented ; but the following table 
will point out this more satisfactorily than any description can do: — 



Years. 


Coopers. 


Women. 


Men. 


Boats. 


Barrels. 


1814 


8 


60 


80 


20 


2,400 


1815 


17 


130 


200 


50 


4,000 


1816 


32 


240 


400 


80 


7,300 


1817 


44 


330 


550 


110 


9,350 


1818 


70 


520 


700 


140 


14,390* 


1819 


70 


645 


1020 


204 


20,000 



The value of such a trade in such a country cannot be too highly estimated under any circumstan- 
ces ; but when considered as part of a plan for the general improvement and amelioration of the 
estate, more particularly in as far as the employment of the removed tenantry was an object, it is a 
matter of the highest importance. To have been able to communicate in so short a time so much in- 
dustry and steady exertion, to a population so recently abandoned to the most irregular and inactive 
habits, is a matter of no light moment. Already a large proportion of the coopers are natives of the 
country, boat-building also has become a trade, which is followed with much success, and many of 
them are built by Sutherland men among the neighbouring settlements, and launched from the side 
of the mountain into (he sea, by the united exertion of the people. 

The trade of this port, and the industry occasioned fay it, has for the last two years circulated near 
thirty thousand pounds a-year in this neighbourhood ; about one half of which sum went to the men 
engaged, (and out of which they had only to pay for their boats and nets,) arising from an article which 
heretofore was entirely lost. In what other way could these men have made any sum of money equal 
to this, and how long would they have been under the old system, in realizing as much profit to the 
country at large? 

It has already been mentioned, that previous to the year 1814, there was not a boat belon^ng to 
this creek ; in 1818, there were cleared out, two thousand nine hundred and seventy-three registered 
tons of shipping; and in 1811), there entered five thousand two hundred and forty-six tons of register- 
ed shipping. 

The intercourse with Leith has become an object of such importance, that a regular trader between 
the two ports is about to be established. This undertaking has been promoted by those persons con- 
nected with the port, and some of the neighbouring gentlemen, including James Honre, Esq., of Lang- 
well, in the county of Caithness. The adventure is divided into shares of £20 each; Lord Stafford 
has taken two shares. 

The Herring fishing was tried for the first time at Brora, a harbour farther up the coast, in 1819, 
which gave employment to three coopers, thirty women, and sixty-five men, who caught a thousand 
and fil'ty-tivo barrels of Herrings ; a fair beginning for so small a place. 

The Herrings appear upon the Stratlinaver coast, about the beginning of July, but hitherto the 
boatmen of that district have found it more advantageous to hire themselves to the curers of Helms- 
dale, than to attempt the fishery at home; though an attempt was made last year to catch them from 
Port Skerra, the port in that quarter best suited for the attempt, which was attended with fair suc- 

Plelmsdale, however, is peculiarly well suited for a Herring fishing station ; it never has the extraor- 
dinary success which occasionally attends other parts of the Moray Firth, but there is a constant and 
regular take, by which means the curers arc never overloaded, enabling them to do up the fish in the 
best style. This has secured them s good character in the market. 

I'lie Herring fishing being carried on near the shore, in fine weather most of the' young men from 
the hills come down to one or other of the neighbouring ports, from whence' it was carried on, to par- 
cipate in its profits. This circumstance has been of great use, as there are none of those who have 
been latterly moved to the coast, but such as had been in some degree accustomed to this mode of life, 
and many of them even had shares in boats. The money accumulated from the three last year’s fish- 
ings, has in part been most judiciously expended, in the purchase of larger boats, approaching in seve- 
ral instances to the size of those navigated by the South I'irth men. In a few years the character of 
the whole of this population will be completely changed, as has happened in the instance of Amadale, 
and Fort Skerra, who are now the most enterprising boat-men possible. The children of those who 
are removed from the hills will lose all recollection of the habits and customs of their fathers, and it is 
to he hoped that they will never experience that want, to which their parents have been so frequently, 
and so severely exposed. 

Notwithstanding this great success, much anxiety was felt, that the people should not depend on the 

• Besides ,1000 repacked and e.xporlcd from this port, wlaicli were cauglil by Messrs. Simpson’s boat off Tarbetuess. 
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Herring 6shing alone, as the only source of thoir livelihood. It was objectionable, on the score of its tfsufhc'/ 

lasting only for a very short period of the year, and because the migratory habits, and hitherto un- f/couragbig 

certain course held by those immense shoals of Herrings, which annually visit our coasts, rendered it Fisheries. 

doubtful how long it might continue in its present flourishing state. It became most desirable on this m— ' 
account, that as fishermen, they should possess some more constant and certain employment. _ 

It has been already remarked, that it was always known that the seas of Sutherland abounded in Encouragement to en- 
■white fish, and the Moray fishermen have been in the habit, for ages, of stretching across from their gngeintheCodmid 
own shores, close under the coast of Sutherland, deriving an excellent livelihood from their exertions, ftsiienes. 
while the people of the latter county never thought of putting out a boat, to avail themselves of the 
gifts which nature had so bountifully placed immediately within their reach. To encourage the Cod Houses built atBrora 
and Ling fisheries, there was built in 1811, an excellent range of houses at Brora, at an expense of and Port-Gower, for 
five hundred and sixty pounds, and a still more extensive set of premises at Port Gower, at an expense the fishi^ea to be 
of about eleven hundred pounds The former are now inhabited by a set of natives, as enterprising cod ^dUng ^ 
and successful fishermen as any in the Firth. The latter are inhabited by fishermen from the Aber- 
deenshire, Kincardineshire, and Fifeshire coasts, who have been induced to settle at this place. Among {^orSa”uced to 
them, there is also a Dutchman, who, having bOeii taken prisoner during the late war, was sent to „ow stations. 

Caithness, for the purpose of teaching the people to cure Herrings, after the Dutch fashion. Having 
married a native of the country, he preferred settling at Port Gower, in place of returning to his 
native country, advantageous offers liaving been made to him fur that purpose. He is a native of 
Friesland, and being a very daring boatman, he has been of infinite use in teaching the people to go to 
sea in all weathers. _ _ - , j tr i 

The best boat station upon the coast for a fishing village, is in the Bay of Naviedale, beyond Helms- 
dale. It is better protected, and has deeper water than any other creek on the same side of the Firth, 
besides as it is a rocky coast, it is well suited for the curing of hard fish. In consequence, however, 
of its being tied up by a long lease, it was not possible to take advantage of this place until the year 
1819, when an arrangement was made with the sub-tonant, by which possession was obtained, of the 
shore, and a cottage has been built, with sufficient accommodation for a boat’s crew. At this place 
Mr. Suther has been enabled to establish James Ritchie, and a crew of Frazerburgh fishermen, a matter iuflnence 

of great importance to the future success of those establishments, as he is admitted to he the most of the experienced 
skilful fisherman in the North of Scotland; it being through his exertions, and by following his fisliermen induced to 
example, that the men of Assynt became so bold and intrepid seamen. It is hoped that a similar settle at the new sto- 
benefit will be derived to the peo|)le on the Moray Firth coast, from having so excellent an e.x- 
ample before their eyes. 

The district of Assynt is possessed of the finest harbours on the estate, while the coast of Strath- 
naver possesses only afew wretched creeks, into which the boats can be drawn. The Assynt peo- 
ple have for some time been both skilfwl and daring boatmen, yet, they arc now equalled in both 
these requisites by the coast-side men of Strathnaver, who have, with a rapidity beyond belief, be- 
come the most intrepid and dauntless seamen. The alacrity with which the young men from the 
hills have taken to this mode of life is such, as no person could have anticipated. 

The number of boats belonging to Assynt engaged in the Cod fishing, amounts to seventy-eight, Success of the pe.a- 
manned with six men each ; the number belonging to the Strathnaver coast amounts to twenty-two, ““'f ' 

each manned with seven men, evei’y one of whom took to Cod and Ling fishing, for the first time in 
1818 ; and in that year fifteen boats killed twenty-one thousand and eleven Cod and Ling. On the 
Moray Firth coast, the number of boats yet employed in this fishery is very trifling. 

The Cod and Ling fishery commences in Assynt in the month of March, and finishes in Jul 3 '. Dur- Seasons, &c. 
ing the winter months they fish from three to four miles olF the coast, in about thirty fathoms water. 

In summer they stand out about fifteen miles, to the edge of the well known Groat Bank, which 

stretches from Hoyhead, in Orknoj’, to the Isle of Skye. They sell them to the cuvers for about p^ce paid for the fish 

twopence a fish. _ _ , j j • curers. 

In the Strathnaver district, the fishing commences about the beginning of October, and ends m 
.Tuly, in time to permit the boats getting to the Herring fishing- In winter they fish off the Heads, 
in from thirty to tbirlj'-five fathoms water, but in summer they stand out from four to five miles off 
the coast, wlicrc the fish are caught in from about forty to forty-five fatlioms. They get from about 
twopence to twopence-halfpenny a fish. 

T'hc Cod fishing in the Moray Firth commences soon after the termination of the Hemng season, 
and lasts till it comes round again. The best fishing ground is on a Bank, which has been ascertained 
to stretch from Tarbetness, in Ross-sliire, to Clytheness, in the county of Caithness. In winter 
the fish lie generally on the north side of this Bank, about two miles off Helmsdale. In summer they 
shift their grouud about six miles more to sea. In both cases they are taken in about fifteen fathoms 
water. The prices on this coast are somewhat lower, in consequence of there being no Ling caught 
in the Moray Firth. 

In order to do every thing possible for the encouragement of this branch of fisherj', and to induce Iloolts rad Linns dis 
the natives to go to sea, there have been distributed many thousand hooks and lines, and for the last tributod. 
two years premiums have been bestowed to a very considerable amount, for each of the three dis- Preinium.«. 
tricts of Strathnaver, Assynt, .and the Moray Firth. Lord Stafford has given three prizes of twenty 
pounds, ten pounds, and five pounds, respectively, to the three most successful boats in each of these 
three districts ; he has also bestowed a premium of twenty pounds upon each of these three districts, 
to be awarded to the person who shall have, (luring the preceding twelve months, furnished a boat at 
his own expense, and manned her entirely with a crew of natives of the district, who had never been 
before at sea. A farther premium of five pounds, which is common to ai[ the districts, is bestowed Rffycto of tbe I’r"- 
for any act of particular perseverance, or praiseworthy intl■epidit 3 ^ Ihe distribution of these prizes, miums. 
in stimulating the exertions of the fishermen, has been very great. They are awarded at Helmsdale, 
during the Herring season, where the principal boatmen of the three districts are generally assembled, Quantify offish talcon. 
which has produced much emulation among them. In the j’oar 1818, the number of measurable fish 
caught amounted to ninety-three thousand one hundred and sixteen. In 1819, they amounted to 
one hundred and twenty-three thousand eight hundred and thirty ; but the total numbi-r of fish caught 
that year and delivered for curing, consumed by the fishermen, or sold to the countrj’, amounted to 
one hundred and forty-five thousand, eight hundred and sixty. 

Such being the facts in regard to this part of the arrangements adopted in Sutherland for the im- Review of the men- 
proveroent and melioration of the people, they may be confidently stated as having coin^Jetcly sue- 
ceeded, and as being in every way established. Tlieir future success and increase must now depend 
upon the steady and patient industry of the people themselves. Every thing that it was in the landlord’s 
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power to do has been completely performed. Houses, roads,* harbours, curing houses, and the set* 
tlement of fish curers, through whom the home and foreign markets have been opened to the industry 
of the people, have all been accomplished at the expense, or through the exertions of the landlords. 
As yet these exertions have been rewarded by the industry of the people, and there seems to be no 
reason to doubt but that they will continue in the course they have begun, and will soon give to this 
distant and hitherto unimportant district of the Island, a consequence and an importance which few 
could conceive it ever capable of attaining. 



APPENDIX, No. XVII. 

Mr. Nimmo’s Coast Suevey oe Ieeland, made for the late Commissiokeks of Ieish Fisheeees. 



Co. Sligo. 

Sligo Bay. Sligo Bay is situated between the point of Knocklave, improperly named Gessigo on the charts, on 

the north side, and Aughris Head on the south. 

The exterior bay is nearly a square of four Irish miles, and there are three arms, each extending 
about three miles farther inland, but which are barred across the mouth, and mostly dry at low water. 
These are the harbours of Lissadill or DrumclilF, Sligo, and Ballysadere. 

Across the mouth of Sligo Bay, from Aughris to Raghly and Knocklave, runs a reef of rocks below 
water, called the ledge, on which there is a heavy breaking sea, with westerly winds ; but it forms no 
obstruction to the navigation, as there are seven fathoms water across it. Outside there are twenty to 
fifty fathoms, and within not more than ten. 

The north end of this ledge appears above water in the islets called Haulbowline and Little Island, 
in the peninsula of Raghly and point of Knocklave, and also on the Seal Rock, one mile south-west of 
that point. The south extremity of the ledge appears in the middle of the strand east of Aughris 
Point, forming the broad reef called Carrickfadda, or the Long Rock. This rock is sandstone, that 
of Aughris Head is limestone, but beyond it is slate, and those within it along the coast to Ballysadere 
are limestone. 

As this is the usual position of the sandstone rock, viz., between the limestone which lies over it, 
and the slate or other primary rock which is under it, as may be seen about the lower part of the 
mountain of Benbulleen, we may, probably, in the breaking up of this sandstone, account in some way 
for the great mass of sand that has filled so much of these inlets, and occupied most of the eastern 
shores of the bays of Sligo and Donegal. 

On the north side, Brown’s Bay, between Raghly Head and the isle of Flawlboulin, though quite 
open to westerly winds, has a bottom of clean firm sand, and in easterly winds is used by vessels to stop 
in for a favourable tide to go over Sligo bar. The usual anchorage is abreast of Raghly Rock, . in ten 
fathoms. 

Ihe Seal Rock is always above water; within this is the small peninsula of Raghly, where there is 
a fishing village, in which pilots for Sligo bar reside. Between it and the bar is a good roadstead 
where a vessel may stop on three fathoms clean fine sand; in making for which, observe the foUowing 
dangers: — South west of Raghly Head, one cable length is a ledge called the Wheaten Rock, only 
seen at low spring ebbs ; and south of the point the Bird Rock, or Carrignean, the north-west end of 
which dries at half high tide ; but a sunk ledge runs otf to S. E. near a quarter of a mile. 

These rocks are laid down on the fishery chart in their proper places, with the necessary directions 
for avoiding them. They have been incorrectly named by Mackenzie in his Survey, and are so in the 
common charts. 

In rounding Raghly Head you avoid the Wheaten Rock by keeping the tower of the Black Rock 
S. E. by S. on the high house in Sligo (Mr. King’s), or to the eastward until you open the old castle 
of Ardtarmon N. E. well out of the point of Raghly ; and to avoid the tail of Carriganean, keep the 
Seal Rock in view outside of Raghly, until you bring the same castle N. E. by N. ; you may then 
stand to the eastward and anchor In three fathoms, half a mile S. E. of Raghly Point. 

From the Wheaten Rock to Raghly is all foul ; there is a boat sound between Carriganean and the 
land, about six feet at low water. 

1 his anchorage will now be of much ^eater importance to the port of Sligo since the pier has been 
built on the shore of Raglily near the point, as this pier will not only shelter and afford a safe landing 
place for the pilot and fishing boats, but small vessels may run in and take the ground within it when 
the bar appears too much broken to go on to Oyster Island. 

South by east from Raghly Point, and half way to the Coney Island, lies the Black Rock, on wliich 
there is a round tower of Stone. 

d his rock dries for a cable length east and west of the tower, and is in fact the extremity of a rocky 
shoal called Bank Gar, wliich runs from hence all the way to the north end of Coney Island, on which 
at low spring ebbs there are also three or four feet water. 

Oil the north side of this shoal is the bar of Sligo, a broat flat sand, with ten feet at low water j when 
over it, we have deep water up to Oyster Island. 

The only other rock in the bay is that called the Blind Rock, off the south end of Coney Island ; it 
has two fathoms vvater, but must be avoided by a vessel waiting for tide on the south of Black Rock, 
fhe marks for this rock are also shown on the chart. 

Within the mouth of Sligo river, at Oyster Island, are the remains of a small pier, built by Parlia- 
ment about 1750. It had 13 feet at the end at low water ; 160 feet long; but being injured by a storm, 
is now in total ruin for want of care ; many of the stones were carried away for ballast. It was useful 
^r vessels wintering, and for the fisliery, but would be better at the main land side, under Mr. Black’s, 
llie old one cost £1600. 

Fit^liing Groima.s of Inside of the ledge of Sligo Bay, in nine fathoms water, S. W. of the Bird Rock, is the Raghly Cod 
ShgoBay. bank. Turbot, Whiting, &c. are also found here in harvest. 

. l^sghly men fish also often in Brown’s Bay, about the small isles, running their yawls across the 
isthmus, according to the weather. 



• To promote the general prosperity of the 
sible, Lord Stafford siib.scribed tliree liundred 
eastwEU'd of Tain, in the county of Ross, one 
frayed hy the Parliamentary Commissioners. 



district, and to render the navigation of the Moray Firth as safe ns pos- 
potiiids towards the constmetion of a harbour at PorlinaUoamnc, to the 
moiety of the expense of constructing the works at this place being de- 
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Off Bailysadere bar, in five to ten fathoms, is the south Turbot bank, outside of Coney Island : it 
appears to be merely the prolongation of the blowing sand which occupies that shore. A little lower, 
off Dirk, in eight fathoms, is the Ruary Bradogh Bank, producing Whiting, Cod, and Glassen. Lower 
down off Dunoran, on the south side of the bay, is the Whiting bank. 

Farther to the eastward, near Esky river, about three miles off shore, is the Killenduff Cod bank, 
in about thirty-five fathoms, clean ground; it runs along shore to Kennisharrock Head. To the north- 
ward, off Teian, is the Church Bank, in nearly the same water. The mark for it is the minister’s 
house, called the Church of Teian, on the east point of Gian Mountain. This is a productive Cod 
bank ; but as this fish abounds near the steep shores of Teian and the Mayo side, the fishermen seldom 
resort to the offing. 

With large vessels the White fishery is pursued on Bank Ouil, between the stags of Broadhaven and 
Arranmore. This, as well as Teian, is a valuable ground for Ling, for which the best bmt is sea eels 
found in Muckris, behind Teian, and caught by hooks of softened wire. 

This fishery in the offing is, however not much pursued of late. A Mr. Gerardean, of Rutland, for- 
merly fished this bank with good success, by long lines, bringing people from Youghal and Waterford 
for that purpose, accustomed to the Newfoundland fishery. 

The Turbot banks being near the land, are seldom visited by the Cod, but frequently by Skate and 
Dogfish, which destroy and drive off the flat fish. 

Tho Turbot come on these grounds in August, and seem to follow the sand-eel, which are there 
found in great abundance in the strands and loose sand of the bars. 

Mackerel are found in great quantities at Teian, in the months of June and July ; they come first 
in shoals, and do not take any bait, but are caught by seans of 100 to 200 fathoms. In August they 
separate and betake themselves to the shores, when they are caught by spillard and hand-lines, with 
sand-eel bait. Sec. 

Pollock are also pretty regular in all years, and are caught in July, August, and September, if wea- 
ther admits. 

Sole and Plmce are principally got by spillard lines about Mullaghmore, Bailysadere, and Killalla; 
draught nets are also used about the mouths of rivers, where not protected. 

Tile sailing boats mostly go to the white fishery, about Teian and Killenduff, in June. It would be 
better pui'sued in April and May ; but in the early part of the season there is a scarcity of small fish 
bait. Whelks are not known. Mussels are found in some of the inlets, as Milkhaven, Sligo, and 
Bailysadere. 

In May small Sprats are got, sand-eels in June and to August ; at which time is the best Turbot 
fishery, as above mentioned. 

The white fishery continues to the Summer tierrings, and throughout that season to the winter 
fishery. 

The Herring fishery in Sligo Bay begins in August, at Martinmas, first appeai-mg on the south 
shore about Pullendiva ; it is thought, therefore, they breed in the bed outside the ledge, among the 
sea-weed. Further out, about Teian and Trakel, they are found at all limes of the year, and heavier 
fish than come up the bays. 

They fall into the shoal water after N.W. gales. 

This early fishery continues until October, and the fish are then full of roe. It is probable that 
the time of spawning is not uniform. In September thev are often so sick as not to mesh, but merely 
to lie on the nets, on which also the spawn is often found in handfuls. 

In October this fishery ceases, on account of the equinoctial gales, there being no harbours on that 
coast fit to shelter sailing boats. 

At Holeentide (1st November,) the winter fishery commences about Raghly, and is then fol- 
lowed up the harbours; there are as yet no craft on the coast fit to pursue the deep-sea fishery, but 
the yawls are very numerous, several hundred are kept between Connaught and Donegal; this fishery 
continues to Christmas. 

In spring the Herrings fall down again towards Teian, where they are found until March. 

The same fish in the same seasons are found about Killalla Bay, the fish being apparently driven 
according to the wind. 

In heavy gales they fall to the bottom, and nestle in the tangle. 

In spring the shore fishermen betake ihemselves to the cultivation of the land ; sea manure is busily 
collected about May, much of it carried by boat up the inlets to Sligo, Bailysadere, and the Moy, 
where it is sold and carried thence up the country. It fetches, wet, about 4s. or 5s. per ton. This 
trade continues until the latter end of May. 

Kelp is made in summer from Pullendiva to the Moy. Beyond Downpatrick, until we come to 
Erris there is little, the coast being chiefly a barren cliff. Northward a good deal is made about 
Rathnoran, Innismurry, and Derrinish; also about Bundoran, St. John’s Point, and along the Done- 
gal shove. 

Sligo is poorly supplied with fish, and a small quantity gluts the market. Within the Bay, there 
are few or no professed fishermen. The boats are often employed in gathering sea-weed for manure. 
In summer or fine weather, they are engaged in fishing, and in bad weather are hauled up. There 
are not any decked boats or wherries, and not above twenty sail boats in the whole district. 

For the accommodation of the fish trade the Commissioners for the improvement of the town have 
constructed a new quay and dock in the upper part of the tide-way, near the bridge. 

The funds were derived from the grants and donations for the emploj-ment of the poor in 1822; 
and it is neatly executed ; but owing to some misunderstanding with the proprietor of the mill, the 
tail-water from that concern has not been permitted to bo carried through the dock as at first intended, 
and which would certainly have added to its salubrity and cleanliness. 

The Broad Strand of Sligo affords an extensive supply of Mussels, Cockles, and other shell-fish. 

Bailysadere Bay is about six miles long, and a mile or more in breadth, being move than half covered 
at the mouth by the sand hills from the north side, and the remainder a sand bar, exposed to the 
whole run of the Atlantic, is ill adapted to the purpose of the Fishery; within the bar it forms 
an extensive and safe harbour, six miles deep, but mostly dry at low water, and little used for navi- 
gation. 

The channel up to the falls near the village is intricate, and wants perches. Mr. Cooper, the pro- 
prietor of Bailysadere, is taking measures to form a Salmon fishery on this river, and will probably 
do something to benefit the navigation. 

This district is of a triangular form between the sea, the Ox Mountdns, and the River Moy ; 
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about eighteen miles base by ten perpendicular. The lower part of it is limestone countrvj on which 
for about two miles broad there is a belt of arable land along the shore and the Moy River. Be- 
hind this an extensive tract, chiefly bog and moor, gradually rising to the Ox Mountains. These 
hills are composed of gneiss, or granite rock ; seldom above 500 feet elevation, and range from Bal- 
lysadere to Foxford, at the first of which places the Arrow, and at the second the Moy River cross 
through from the interior. 

To the westward the primitive rock of this range is traceable towards the mountains of Erris, and 
to the eastward, by the Sleish and Benbo to Manor Hamilton, where it is lost ; but probably com- 
municates subterraneously with the granite of Donegal. 

South of the Ox Mountains is avallcy which may bo said to run from Manor Hamilton to Castle- 
bar, or Clew Bay, the extreme parts of which are chiefly a rich limestone country ; but the centre 
sand, or sandstone rocks, with extensive bogs and little cultivation, rising to the sandstone hills, which 
range from the Curlews to Sleeve Came in Mayo. 

The land communication through Tyreragh has been by one principal road running within half a 
mile of the coast ; lately another has been formed from Bylina to Dromore, cutting off a portion of 
the vertex of the triangle, and then proceeding nearly parallel to the first, to the east end of the 
barony; but the great tract of moorland above mentioned is hitherto unopened, and there is properly 
only one road across the Ox Mountains, viz. from Ballina towards Boyle, and through the hollow by 
Loch Tall. This is too billy for heavy carriages. 

An important branch from this pass to the sea has been lately effected by Government. 

The shores of Tyreragh being level and fertile, are well peopled, several good fishing grounds lie 
near it, especially the bank of Killeendiiff or Esky before mentioned, but as there arc no harbours fit 
for receiving a sailing-boat, this source of industry cannot be prosecuted to any extent. A great many 
yawls are, however, kept along the shore; in fine weather, in summer they go off to the bank for 
Haddock, Cod, and Whiting. 

During the Herring season they collect to the seat of the fishery, and are at times during the 
spring employed in cutting and carrying weed to the rivers Ballysadere and Moy, or in the kelp trade, 
which is pursued to a considerable extent along the west of Tyreragh. 

Many of these boats appear to have been built for the purposes of smuggling; this part of the 
coa.st, until the institution of the walerguard, having been extensively concerned in that illicit trade. 

The coast of Tyreragh is all a limestone rock, the debris of which has been washed by the western 
ocean within the bar, and forms a spit that runs along the south shore of Ballysadere harbour, of 
about half a mile in length ; behind it is the fine natural creek of Portevad, the principal boat harbour 
within Ballysadere, and hero are kept most of the yawls and several sailing boats. The whole number 
in Ballysadere is about fifty. 

It would be possible to make a cut across the root of this beach or spit, so as to give it a more im- 
mediate access to the bar at the bight near Seafort, which bight could be covered by a pier ; but on 
the whole, as the harbour would still he within the breaker, in such weather as makes it dangerous, I 
do not consider this an improvement worthy of the expense. . Should, it ever be resolved on, abundance 
of materials for the pier may be obtained on the spot. The most necessary improvement at Ballysa- 
dere Bay, is to have perches on the two cargin shoals, near the mouth of the channel. 

Beyond this, the shore if a flag of limestone as above mentioned, of iOO to 200 feet broad from the 
low cliff to the abrupt edge at low water mark; the deep water being near. In this flag there are some 
coves, hut too small to afford any kind of shelter, or even to permit landing, except in quiet weather 
with off-shore winds, at which time some fine hewn limestone blocks are shipped in small craft for the 
use of the neighbourhood. Of these, Dirk and Tubberpatrick quarry coves, have rings fixed in the 
rocks for fastening boats. One of the most remarkable coves has au ancient rath or entrenchment of 
great strength over it, but there is nothing to make it eligible as a boat harbour of the smallest de- 
scription. 

Off this in eight fathoms, is the Ruary Braddogli Bank, affording good Whiting, Cod, and 
Glassen. 

Beyond Tubberpatrick the limestone ceases, and is succeeded by a fiat sandy shore backed wit'n 
sand hills half a mile. Here falls in a small stream, running from the Ox Mountains by the Church of 
Screen, it is barred at the mouth, and some boats are kept there although it forms no harbour; but 
on the N.W. a reef of sandstone rock, named Carrickfadda, runs ofl' for near half a mile, giving shelter 
in N.W. winds to a roadstead within, where small vessels may ride pretty safely in three fathoms or 
more, out of the tide. 

This would he a favouruble situation for a pier from the rock in a S.E. direction, previously filling 
up the space between it and the main over the level of high water; but as the expense would mate- 
rially exceed the funds of the Board of Fisheries, I have not entered into the necessary details for an 
estimate, but I have made a plan of what appears the most advisable and economical way of obtaining 
this object. 

Beyond Carrickfadda, and east of the point of Aughris, the sandy beach continues across bight 
called Aughris or Puloghurry Harbour, about half a mile square, alluded to in my first report on the 
coast; the western side runs out in a limestone cliff forty or fifty feet high ; here, in all southerly 
winds, is a good roadstead in five fathoms, frequented much during the Herring fishery; but with 
N.W. winds the ground-swell is such as to prevent any vessel from holding on, and the upper part of 
the bight being a shallow strand, the construction of a harbour is a matter of some difficulty ; I there- 
fore refrained in my former report from proposing any improvement at Aughris, nevertheless, as it is 
the most favourable place on the south side of Sligo Bay for a thing of the kind, which is much wanted 
on some part of the shore of Tyreragh, I have again considered what might be the most advisable 
mode of proceeding to obtain this object. 

Immediately on the outside of the little gap or ravine of the rock, where some yawls are now 
hauled up, I would propose to run a rough breakwater or roadstead for 200 feet at least. 

The materials for this breakwater to be obtained along the cliff within it, by quarrying fhe same 
down, so as to form a passage for vessels, defemled from the sea by a rough embankment, until we ar- 
rive at the bog meadow, at the head of the bay, in which meadow a dock may be excavated to any 
extent that may be thought necessary ; and the streams that now fall in near that place being led into 
this dock, will preserve the channel from thence to the breakwater from being obstructed with sand. 

This harbour will cost on the whole about £10,000, but its benefit to this part of the country would, 
in my opinion, amply justify such an expense ; and the breakwater pier aforesaid, if ever carried for- 
ward into deeper wafer, would afford shelter at all times to vessels forced in upon this dangerous coast. 
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If this work bo thought too expensive, a tide harbour, sufficient for the coasting trade, maybe made 
in this manner : — from the beach between the two streams east of the road, run a pier across to low 
water, with a kant directed to the middle of the cliff of Aughris ; let the quay-wall be founded at a 
considerable depth under the strand, the stream from the west side led within it, and a small break- 
water built from the point within Puloghurry cove ; the backw'ater might be still further increased by a 
cut or main drain through the marsh of Dunmoran, to lead in the stream which falls in beyond Car- 
rickfadda. Estimate for this harbour, £2,760. 

At the head of the point of Aughris are two narrow caves, the shore of which is a precipitous cliff, 
capped with the remains of a triple entrenchment called Toole’s Castle; but although it appears in 
former times to have attracted this degree of attention, it is too much exposed to the ground-swell of 
the ocean to admit of being converted into any kind of harbour. 

The limestone cliff, continuing nearly two miles, returns back to the general direction of the shore 
of Tyreragh, and is succeeded for one mile by a shallow strand named Trabaan, in which there is no 
place of shelter. Beyond this the limestone cliff and a low shore again form the coast. 

In this skare we find one remarkable bight or opening, named Pullendiva, which, being covered in 
some degree by the flat rock Lackbin, affords a tolerable quiet landing-place for yawls in off-shore 
winds ; but without great expense it would be impracticable to complete the shelter by means of piers. 
A chain and mooring buoy to haul off shore would be the most useful improvement. 

Rounding a low projecting point of Skerry Rock, we enter a bight called Donaghantra, or Slate 
Quarry Harbour, from the thin beds of limestone which are quarried here for roofing. 

A small stream falls in here, with rocky banks, the mouth of which seems not ill calculated for the 
purposes of a harbour, were the stony beach in front of it cut through, and the passage protected by 
groins. A considerable straggling village, named Ballykilcash, lies along this stream, as far as the 
bridge upon the coast road. 

Ballyminney, a yawl creek west of this, admits of no improvement. 

The coast now rises in the hill of Rathlee, and continues with a bold precipitous cliff for nearly three 
miles ; one stream falls in, but makes no creek; but beyond this cliff to Killalla Bay, the coast is all 
low, with projecting edges of limestone, and intervening coves that would appear to afford some situa- 
tions for a boat harbour : the first is Killeeuduff. 

This place has been pointed out to the Board in a memorial from Colonel Irwin, but as the lime- 
stone ledge forms a bar across the mouth of it, it becomes quite impracticable in bad weatherfrom the 
north, and the bay within the beach being above the level of the sea, does not admit the excavation of 
a dock as he expected ; nevertheless, a pier along the ledge would certainly be a useful work in this 
neighbourhood ; it might be executed for about £700 to £800. 

Several other coves of this kind occur along the remaining shore of Tyreragh, and as there is no 
want of limestone rock for building materials, it seems very practicable at some of them to form a har- 
bour for sailing craft. 

They are, however, all liable to the same objection, viz-, that the exterior edge of the limestone shore 
in which they are situated being precipitous below water, whenever the wind sets in from the Atlantic, 
or when there is bad weather at sea, the ground-swell brought up against this cliff makes a complete 
breaker along the whole coast, across which no kind of vessel dare pass. The shallow cove east of 
Esky River has too little water for any kind of harbour. 

One, however, might be formed in front of the old castle of Esky, by an extensive breakwater on 
the low point of Ceach, west of that river, so as to cover the bay, and the river might then be applied 
to preserve the entrance to an inner harbour; but this must be considered as too expensive an under- 
taking for the present circumstances of the country. 

Th^s castle seems at one time to have been provided with a landing-place, or natural quay, on the 
ledge of rock below it, which, if the breakwater aforesaid wore built, might be again restored and ex- 
tended ; without this it would be too much exposed to the action of the ground-swell. 

Half a mile west of Esky, Mr. Fenton of Castletown has attempted a breakwater on one of the ledges 
of limestone rock, covering a cove of the description aforesaid ; and on the whole it appears the most 
favourable'situation on the north shore of Tyrer^h. 

Mr. Fenton began a breakwater along the western ledge, 430 feet in length, which would require to 
be more effectually secured and raised, but so far will answer well enough for filling; beyond this it 
would be requisite to continue the same kind of structure to the end of the ledge, about 600 feet, 
which mio-ht be averao-ed at about £4 per running yard ; and as it would be quite unnecessary to quay 
all this length of breakwater, I would propose to have it firmly paved on each side in a sloping form, and 
provided near low water with a jetty pier of, say 100 feet in length, where craft might lie to load and 
discharge. 

The ovio-inal breakwater, which may be valued at about £200, would require nearly an equal sum 
to complete it ; and say for the jetty £300, would be in all £700 ; for which sum a substantial and 
highly useful work might be obtained. 

One or two other yawl coves occur between this and Kennisharrock Point ; none of them are so 
favourable as Castletown, but the neighbourhood of the valuable cod bank makes the inhabitants of 
this shove keep some yawls in most of these coves ; the mouth of Tennet River is the deepest and 
best of them. 

The limestone skerry of this shore affords abundance of kelp, which is mostly shipped at Piilocbeny. 

On rounding Kennisharrock Point into Killalla Bay, we find two coves backed by a high beach 
of limestone shingle, and separated from each other by a small islet of limestone rock, about 300 fa- 
thoms from the shore. This islet is bluff towards the sea, which end is rarely covered ; and declining 
towards the land, is connected with the main at low water by a spit or beach, covered five or six feet 
at high water. 

The cove on the north side of this spit is exposed, shallow and rocky; but on the south side 
there is-deep water, making a kind of anchorage tolerably sheltered, except at high water, where ves- 
sels come in summer to load kelp. 

The entrance to this anchorage has four fathoms at low water, and within these are two fathoms, 
so that, if properly covered, this would be a deep harbour, fit for any craft, and being outside the bars 
of Killalla or the Moy, would form a place of shelter to the trade of these places in all weather. There 
is however, a violent breaker in the entrance to Pulocheny in N.W. winds. 

A great number of fishing yawls are kept in the place, but must all be hauled up on the beach. 

Within the beach is a marsh of several acres, over which spring tides frequently flow, and the 
stream passing through, it has five or six feet water, but barred to high water by the beach at its mouth. 
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The harbour itself is about 200 fathoms square, about half of it dry at low water, the south side a 
skerry of limestone flag. 

The Board, in 1 822, appropriated £300 to be laid out in improving this place, which was, however,, 
very far from what would be required to make it complete. I employed Mr. Ham, of Ballina, who 
had built the Black-rock beacon of Sligo, to superintend this work, confining the operation at first to< 
raising the spit, or beach, which connects the rock with the land. 

The persons employed here were not accustomed to works of this kind, and ere I could visit their 
operations, they had built a face-wall in the usual way, backed with stuff from the spit itself, and the 
heavy gales of the latter end of the season had demolished the upper courses, and washed part of the 
filling over the wall, so as to cover it. The spit, however, had been raised a little, and gave better 
access to the isle ; but I found it necessary to suspend this work for the winter, and until I could send 
one or two workmen of more experience. 

In 1823 I accordingly began a breakwater across the inside of the rock, made of the blocks on the 
spot, packed on edge, wliich was prosecuted vigorously, as far as the funds would permit, and has with- 
stood the heavy gales of the winter and last summer with little comparative damage. Something fur- 
ther was also done on the spit, as I had obtained the authority of Government to make a road from 
Lochalt to Pulocheny, comprehending some aid to this work. Some little expense was also incurred 
last season in securing the ends of the breakwater, which having, from the deficiency of funds, been 
left imperfect, had begun to be loosened by the action of the sea. 

Tlie breakwater is now 400 feet long, forty-five feet wide, and as high as ordinary tides ; high spring 
tides in westerly gales still come over it, but the shelter within is greatly improved, and were it con- 
tinued a little furtlier, especially at the angle, a vessel might lie behind it with confidence in any wea- 
ther. The additional works for completing this harbour might cost about £1600. 

Inside of Pulocheny the shore continues a flat limestone rock to the extensive strand at the bottom 
of the bay. Here there is a fishing village named Inniscrone, with a good many yawls, much employed 
in the Hen-ing season, as there is a kind of landing-place where the boats may be hauled up without 
much danger from the breaker. 

I examined this place, in consequence of a memorial from the fishermen, and found that it would 
be quite impracticable to found any pier, at a reasonable expense, on the naked limestone flag ; but 
that by means of some excavation, the landing-place could he materially improved. 

This work was afterwards effected out of the funds for the employment of the poor, at the moderate 
expense of about £30 ; and the fishermen have since expressed great thankfulness, considering it to 
have been the means of preserving many lives. 

Inniscrone is the best fishing place on this coast- 

Within the bar of the Moy there are a good many small boats employed during the Herring fishery, 
and there are saltworks near Colonel Wingfield’s on the Sligo side, and also at Belleck near Ballina, 
and at Killaila. 



There is nothing howev°r within the Moy particularly to interest the Commissioners of Fisheries 
in the way of improvement. 

Ragbly. Raghly Head on the North side, affords the most advantageous site for a fishing station in the 

bay of Siigo. It may be approached on one side or the other in all winds, and is in the immediate 



vicinity of the fishing ground outside of Carriyaneaii. At a quarter of a mile from the head, is the 
winter Turbot ground. At half a mile, all round the Wheaten Rock, the Seal Rocks, and at the west 



end of the Black Rock, there is abundance of rock Cod, &c. Two miles off, along the south shore 
of the bay, are the Turbot bank of Portevad, Kuarybraddoghbank for Haddock and Cod, and the Whit- 
ing bank of Tubberpatrick. The outside of Sligo ledge abounds still more in Cod, Ling,&c., but there are 
no boats fit for proceeding thither except in fine weather, as the shore has no place for protecting 
large craft. 



The village is built at the isthmus, which is only fifty fathoms across, and the yawls are launched 
on either side according to the wind. The inside is a broad shallow strand, and only accessible at high 
water ; the outside is a small cove, opening to the north-west, and in winds from that quarter, which 
are the most severe on this coast, a trenietulous sea sets into it, so as to wash over the isthmus and 



wreck all boats which are not removed high up on the land. 

The head of the peninsula affords an excellent situation for a small pier, and I have annexed a de- 
sign for one, which at no great expense, would answer all the purposes of the fishery. This pier is 
proposed to be laid at a natural bight in the stony beach, between two ledges of rock, where we can 
get to low water, with an extent of about 200 feet of pier. The beach and gravel bank to be cut 
across into a shallow pond of seven acres extent, which lies between the rocky ledges aforesaid, and 
which pond, by a little excavation, will become an admirable inner harbour for the protection of small 
craft in winter, or westerly gales, when a heavy swell sets round the head ; and it may (or a portion of 
it,) be made very useful as a breakwater for scouring the pier; and lastly, the small boats may from 
this pond bo launched across the beach on the west side, when an adverse wind would make it trou- 
blesome to row round the point. 

Indepndent of fishery purposes, a pier at Raghly would be found highly beneficial to the trade of 
Sligo, in facilitating the access for pilots, &c., to the vessels in the road of Raghly, which is only 
half a mile distant, or in Brown’s bay ; estimated expense £1 1 52, Irish currency. 

Raglily Pier and T his work, like the other fishery piers lately constructed on the west coast, was begun by the funds 

of the Commissioners of Fisheries, aided to an equal extent by the contribution from the charitable 
associations in England and Ireland in 1822 ; but as the estimated expense, viz. ^1,160, was consider- 
ably greater than what had been assumed in the other cases as the limits to such grants, viz. £500, it 
could not be completed from that fund. 

_ In 1823, Iwas authorized by the government to finish the work by means of the funds placed at the 
disposal of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, for the employment of the poor, in addition to the 
sum granted by the Board of Fisheries. I have had the pier executed in an economical and substan- 
tial way, to the full extent proposed iu my original report and estimate for this place, with the addition 
of a dock excavated in the land of nearly an acre in extent, and having a depth at high water sufficient 
for the largest class of boats, while the pier will admit any trading vessel that goes to Sligo quay 

In the month of August 1822, I received instructions from the Board of Fisheries, to commence 
the construction of this harbour without delay, in order to afford employment to the poor of the vi- 
cinity, _ and that they had gi'anted £800 for the purpose, being only two-thirds of the estimate. I 
accordingly, when in Sligo, waited on Mr. Jones, the lessee of Raghly, marked out the situation for 
the harbour, and obtained his consent to give up so much of the bog meadow or salt marsh as would 
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•be required for the harbour, without any charge ; Mr. Jones, however, stipulated that tfie damages ’ Mr. Cmf 

should be paid to him for so much land as would form the road along the shore from the village of Survey. 
Raghly to the intended liaibour. > n * ^ '*ii I 

As this was all arable land, and partly a lawn, I could not deem the demand unreasonable, but rather SLIGO, 

.proposed (as engineer for the western ^strict) to pay Mr. Jones the sum of £100, the proceeds to be 
forthwith expended by him in building a fence wall along the intended road. This offer appeared to 
him to be too little, and I did not feel myself authorized to go further without having the authority 
of the Government. 

I Mr. Jones’s conduct throughout the whole progress of this work has been so very liberal, that I 
think him fully entitled to receive the remuneration above mentioned for the loss of his land ; hut as 
yet, I have not obtained the necessary authority for proceeding with the road. In the meantime uo 
.interruption has been given by Mr. Jones to the labourers crossing his ground. 

The work pending this negociation having been suspended for some time, I again received pressing 
orders from the Board of bisheries to commence operations at this pier, and, accordingly, as the sim- 
plest proceeding, and the best calculated to give extensive employment, I sent down an overseer to 
begin the excavation of the dock and quarrying stone, having provided implements for the purpose 
in Sligo. 

The various public works carried on near the town at that time occupied all the masons and 
stone cutters of any skill ; I had therefore to send across the kingdom for persons accustomed to har- 
bour work, to whom I could entrust the management of the several piers, of which no less than forty 
were ordered to be emried on at one time along the western coast. 

( These persons were of necessity, of very various character and qualifications, so that it is not sur- 
prising if a considerable expenditure was incurred over and above the usual rate of such works. 

The works generally of that neighbourhood were conducted by one of my assistants, in whose pro- 
bity I had the utmost reliance ; and the weekly payments at R^hly were made at first by Mr. Aiex- 
ander Cochrane of Sligo, who had been recommended to me by the commissioners of Sligo harbour, 
to oversee the various proceedings connected with the improvement of the port. Mr. Cochrane’s 
claims for remuneration so far exceeded the rates at which other operations of the same kind were ma- 
naged, that I am still unable to come to a satisfactory agreement with him on the subject. 

Early in November this work was stopped, after 4,000 to 5,000 yards of the dock had been exca- 
vated. 

In March it became necessary to employ a few men to prevent the sea from breaking over the dam 
into the excavation. And in June I obtained permission from his Excellency to add a sum in aid of 
-the grant of the Board of Fisheries, for the completion of this harbour ; and on receiving the orders 
of the Board for recommencing ui June, this harbour was prosecuted as one of the public works of the 
•western district. 

At this time, besides the progress aforesaid of the excavation within the drained lake or marsh, a 
quantity of stone had been raised at a quarry on the west side of the point, a narrow road made from 
thence to the proposed pier, and some of the stone drawn there. 

Finding, from the progress made in 1822, that it would be necessary to have a person of experience 
in such work, to complete the excavation in an economical manner, I made an agreement with Thomas 
Rourke, a canal excavator, of respectable character, to take out the remainder at 5<f. per cubic yard 
•(what was previously done by day labour had cost Id. per yard,) and subsequently also for quarrying 
the stone by the measured perch. 

On receiving the Board’s orders to proceed, I sent Mr. Alexander Macgill to commence the build- 
ing of the pier, and with his assistance contracts were entered into with sundry masons to build the 
quay wall and pavement, &c. by the perch ; with Mr. Jones for drawing the stones from the quarry, 
and for keeping the road in repair for that purpose. The other matters, such as loading and unload- 
ing carts, filling the pier, digging foundations, clearing the beach, &c., have been done by day labour, 
tinder the management of William England, a respectable mason from Dunmore harbour, who had 
also conducted the pier at Clonakilty. 

The payments were made, and accounts trarjsmitted to my office, by Mr. J. Macleod, paymaster 
for that part of the western district, and he has performed the duty without any separate remunera- 
Jion. 

Although by these measures I considered the work to have been conducted in the most economical, 
though at the same time in a very substantial manner, yet the total expenditure has considerably ex- 
•eeeded the original estimate (24tli May, 1822), which may be thus accounted for, the following addi- 
tional works having been executed : 

First, instead of confining the excavation to the depth of six feet along the inner boat quay, as ori- 
ginally proposed, from an idea that the bottom would be hard, I have found it practicable to deepen 
the whole to the level of low water, having only found rock in one place at the S. W. corner where the 
scouring sluice is placed. 

Secondly — This has increased the height and expense of the inner boat quay, which, instead of ave- 
japiig ax feet high as proposed, is now about tw'elve to fourteen feet high; a part of this quay also 
having subsided from the softness of the foundation, had to be taken down and rebuilt at an additional 
expense. 

Thirdly — The same circumstance has increased the expense of the outer quays, which, instead of 
xunning across the beach at a sloping direction, are now all founded at the level of the low water. 

Fourtlrly — The excavation was extended to the northward, and to secure the other sides of the dock 
thus formed, from being worn down by the tide, it has been thought advisable to line tlie whole of it 
round with a pavement, (though I should have preferred a sloping beach of gravel,) and to quay regu- 
larly along the north side of tfie entrance from the groin into the dock. 

Fifthly — At the upper end of the dock, a double wall of masonrj', with puddle between, cuts off a 
small reservoir for back-wafer, which is provided with a stout wooden sluice, raised by a rack and 
jdnion. 

This reservoir is yet rather small; but Mr. Jones, the lessee of Raglily, has expressed his willing- 
ness to give up more of :die bog for its extension, if necessary. It has not been lined. 

The excavation from the dock has formed an embankment around tire original salt marsh, which is 
now, by the sluice above mentioned, kept in an effectual state of drainage. 

Some saving has been effected by restricting the kant of the head of the pier to forty feet instead of 
sixty feet long, the fonner being found quite sufficient; but this was more than compensated by tlie filling 
the whole quay with quarried stone, instead of the rolled .stone of the beadi, and by the additional 
expense of carriage from the distant quatry. 

K 2 
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And there has also been some loss from the delays of materials and other matter, causing the deten* 
tion of the workmen. 

The work now consists of a very neat stone pier, extending from the top of the beach to low water, 
nearly 200 feet with a kant or return at the head of forty feet, all substantially built in hammered lime- 
stone, paved on the sea side, and end with a cordon course and parapet of sound masonry. And an 
inner harbour or dock, excavated within the land, of an English acre in extent, lined with stone, and 
with a small groin pier on the side of the entrance, opposite the main pier, of seventy-five feet in 
length ; and there is also a small reservoir, provided with a stone dam and sluice, to retain back water 
for scouring the harbour. The quay wall is in hammered limestone, of good scantling, fourteen feet 
high, and forty feet long along the head or kant ; thence 300 feet along the pier and dock, with two 
stairs, the exterior one accessible by small boats at low water neap tides : this quay proceeds 200 feet 
further in a more sloping form to the dam of the reservoir, making the whole extent of quay 540 feet. 
The opposite side of the entrance is also quayedfor seventy-five feet along the groin, and 160 feet more 
along the entrance The dock is of a triangular form, 142 feet on either side, lined with a sloping 
stone pavement, and with a slip for hauling up boats on the land at the northern verticle angle. The 
beach on the north side of the groin has also been cleared and levelled for the purpose of hauling up 
boats. The whole of the piers and quays are substantially and neatly executed, and provided with 
stone mooring posts. 

The whole expenditure at Raghly has been £1606 85. 

rDnimcliff Within the point of Raghly the bay of Lissadil first occurs: it is nearly blocked with sand, and 
though the extensive back-water preserves in the upper part near Lissadi] a deep channel, in which 
vessels may ride at low water, below that it divides into two, each of them barred across, and nearly 
dry at low water at the moulh. From this cause, the inlet of Lissadil can be of little value in the sea 
fishery, though frequently visited by the Herrings in winter. 

At Ballygilan and Johnsport, a few yawls are kept: above that are salt works on the north shore. 
There is a productive Oyster-bed in the channel of Lissadil ; the usual sand fish ; and a good salmon 
fishery at Drumcliff. 

Milkhaven has had its bar shifted, and become shallower, since the time of Mackenzie. Though 
this place has a considerable backwater, it seems incapable of improvement, except by beaconing, be- 
ing a lee shore. 

In the mouth of the haven or bar, is a stony shoal of considerable extent, and to judge from Mac- 
kenzie’s description, the entrance to the haven was, in his time, on the north of that shoal. The ac- 
cumulating sand has now, however, sent it to the south side, which is not so clean as the other has 
formerly been. Tins haven may therefore be considered as having deteriorated in the last half cen- 
tury ; and as any attempt to recover the northern entrance would be out of the question, the best 
thing to be done, in my opinion, would be to plant a beacon on the south end of the shoal, which would 
point out the best entrance in blowing weather, when the breakers run all across. 

In other respects this channel is also preferable, as it avoids the outer breakers, and is better shelter- 
ed by the rock of Carricknespanagh. 

The exterior side of the Milkhaven is an exposed sandy beach ; nor is there any kind of harbour 
between it and the point of Knocklane. 

The village of Cloone has twenty to thirty yawls, which are employed in fishing in fine weather ; 
but in bad weather must be hauled up. The same is the case at Rathnoran, where there are thirty 
to forty yawls employed during the Herring fishery. 

Mullaghmore is a peninsula, connected with the main land by a broad isthmus of sand ; about twenty 
>!•(;., or thirty boats belong to it, and send a good deal of Turbot and other fish to Sligo. 

The Bay of Mullaghmore, being covered by the peninsula from W.N.W. winds, and having good 
anchorage in four to six fathoms on clean sandy ground, is the best place of shelter on the south side 
of the Bay of Donegal. There is a productive Turbot bank from Mullaghmore to BundufF, and clean 
trawling ground from thence to the Donegal side. 

Ballyshamion, as well as Milkhaven, being bar-harbours, Mullaghmore is the only place between 
Sligo and Donegal where fishing boats can come in westerly winds ; even in its present state, it is the 
chief place for supplying the counties of Fermanagh and Leitrim, and the neighbouring parts of Sligo 
and Donegal, with white fish ; and werethereshelter for decked boats, the fishing would be prosecuted 
to a much greater extent. 

At the rock called Elanna Clashybaan, a little to the right of the village, is a landing place for boats 
at low water ; and here a pier might be constructed in deep water, capable of protecting vessels of any 
size at all times of tides ; but as such a work would probably be too expensive an undertaking for any 
funds that could be expected, I have considered it only advisable to look to the improvement of the 
little cove or landing place used by the fishermen. 

This landing place is covered by a ledge of sandstone rock, running obliquely from the shore, and 
presenting a sloping side to the sea, whicti runs into the bay round the head of the peninsula. 

It is very confined, and in heavy gales of wind affords so little shelter, that the boats have to be 
hauled upon a steep bank, which is rendered still more inconvenient from a house or two having been 
built just in the way. In the high tides of the winter of 1820, eleven out of the fourteen boats belong- 
ing to the village were washed off this bank, and totally wrecked. I should propose to build up this 
ledge to three feet over high water springs, with a stout parapet and sloping pavement on the seaside, 
and then to run a rough breakwater across the beach, opposite the pier head, having an opening of 
about seventy feet. This beach affords abundance of loose stones for building and filling the pier ; 
and these, and especially what will be obtained from the low ledges that must be quarried out of the 
centre of the harbour, are in their natural state, the finest building ashlers I have ever seen, requiring 
no dressing of any kind. 

The quay wall may be built dry with these stones ; the pier head and parapet, ought, however, to 
be^ laid in mortar ; lime for which may be procured at St. John’s Point. The stone required for 
building and filling the pier, and breakwater, will be about nine thousand cubic yards, and being all 
obtained within the site, will clear four and a half feet in depth over all the present rough bottom. The 
harbour will then be an English acre in extent, and capable, at high water, of admitting any coasting 
vessel; an object of the greatest importance on this part of the coast. Estimated expense £1,182, 
Irish currency. 

The mainland side of Mullaghmore Bay has no creek of any kind: the Bunduff River falls into the 
sea over conglomerate rocks, and is inaccessible even to a boat. 

The upper end of the bay is a flat sand, with a considerable extent of salt marsh; south of it is an 
extensive flat over-blown with sand, extending to Milkhaven. 
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On the Multaghmore side, Lord Palmerston has contracted with the Board of Fisheries to execute 
the pier and harbour proposed by me ; and this harbour is now in considerable forwardness. The 
stone is particularly well adapted to this purpose, and the work will go far towards clearing the beach 
up to the sand. 

I have, at his Lordship’s request, examined the possibility of continuing this pier into deeper water, 
and find that at a distance of about 150 feet, from four to six feet may be obtained at low water 
springs, which would render this place accessible to ordinary fishing craft at all times, and at high water, 
would admit any vessel that could take the ground. 

The expense of prolonging the quay, I find to be about £3 per foot; filling and pavement behind 
about £22 per yard ; running the end wall would cost about £150 ; so that an addition of about 150 
feet may probably be obtained for little more than £1500. 

At the upper end of the bay a small river falls in, but spreading over the sand, is hardly able to pre- 
serve any channel. By a causeway road, near high water, over to Mullaghmore, this river may be 
sent towards the harbour, and by some management, may even be made navigable for boats: this 
would be an excellent supply of back-water for Mullaghmore harbour in the event of its threatening to 
choak up with sand ; and the navigation may be useful for other purposes in promoting the reclaim of 
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the land above. 

If, however, an extensive work below low water at Mullaghmore be not contemplated, the drains 
collected along the hill ilself, (in the manner I have explained) on the spot, and brought to discharge in- 
to the head of the harbour, will go far to answer every purpose required as to scouring the harbour. 

It is of the utmost importance for this harbour, and generally for the prosperity of this tract of coun- 
try, (the improvement of which must very much depend on it,) to prevent the cutting, pulling, or 
otherwise destroying the bent grass, which is so valuable a means of preventing the blowing of the sand. 

Several hundred acres of productive land are already covered by this destructive practice, and it goes 
far entirely to obliterate the existing havens of that coast. _ _ . 

Lord Palmerston has entered zealously into the improvement of this part of his property, intending 
to reclaim by his own means the larger tracts of bog, and embank the salt marsh; he also contemplates 
the transport of turf from Mullaghmore, to supply Tyi-eragh and the Sligo market, which would be a 
valuable occupation for the people in the slack time of the fishery. 

The road in progress through the county of Leitrim, will also be of great service to the prosperity 
of Mullaghmore, which affording the only roadstead between Sligo and Donegal, is certain to become a 
place of consequence in the coasting trade. 

The coast of the county of Sligo from the Bunduff River to the south of Milkhaven, is theproperty 
of Viscount Palmerston. 

The country as far as the inlet of Drumcliff, like the neighbouring part of Leitrim, is first a naiTOW Geological ohserva- 
band of conglomerate sandstone rock, thickly peopled, and tolerably cultivated ; behind that a zone of <>» 

bog, nearly a mile broad, to the foot of the hills of Truskmore, Beenweesken, and Bilbulben, which rise 
rapidly with a bluff and precipitous front to about 900 or 1000 feet. 

The summit of these hills is flat limestone rock, mostly covered with bog, but there are three inter- 
vening and pretty fertile valleys. 

The peninsula of Raghly 'is limestone ; the hills of Mullaghmore, Stridagh, and the Isle of Der- 
rineh, connected with the last by a stony beach, form a kind of outwork or exterior band of sandstone 
along the coast, separated by a shallow valley ; the extremities of which at Stridagh and Mullaghmore 
have been filled up by blowing sand, and which has covered a great extent of country near this. The 
intermediate portion of the valley is a lagoon, called Milkhaven ; which preserves an opening along the 
north side of Derrineh by its great extent of back-water ; and forms a safe harbour within, although 
the entrance channel is uncertain and barred all across in westerly winds. 

The bights about Stridagh are too much exposed to the ocean to afford any shelter for craft ; but 
within Mullaghmore the north end of the valley forms a good roadstead for small vessels in two and 
a half to three fathoms water, the upper part being a long shallow beach of flat-sand. 

The fishing ground is between Mullaghmore and Ballyshannon Bar : outside this the bottom is foul. Fishing Grounds. 
This is good ground for Haddock and Spillards, also for flat-fish, viz., Plaise, Turbot and Sole. 

On the Bullocks Rocks, between Mullaghmore and Milkhaven, there is good Lobster fishing, — 
also at Innismurry. Milkhaven affords slugs, mussels and flat-fish for bait. Whelks are unknown here. 

The Cod fishing is chiefly from hence to Innismurry Island, with foul ground called Bankrea, but 
inside is an excellent Turbot bank at Stridagh, in two or three fathoms water : the best is on the east 

side of Stridagh. _ ' . - t . t> n i t> 

Innismurry is surrounded by rough ground, but which affords plenty of Lobsters, Pollock, Bream, innismurry. 
and other rock fish. It possesses a small natural boat-harbour on the side next the main, for which the 
only improvement would be to set some iron rings in the rock. Like all small coves of the kind the 
run becomes too great for boats in bad weather ; they are then hauled over a bank of rock into an 
inner pond: it would not be worth the expense to make any cut into this pond. 



Co. Leitrim. CO. LF.1TRIM. 

The county of Leitrim includes a small portion of coast, about two miles in extent, along the east- 
ern shore of the Bay of Donegal ; it has no seaport town or fishing village. The shore is for the most 
part a bluff of conglomerate sandstone rock, with a rough skai’e along the foot of it ; totally inaccessi- 
ble to any kind of craft, and exposed to the whole swell of the Atlantic; it is, however, much frequent- 
ed for the purpose of sea bathing, and the villages of Bundoran and Donegal, and Bundroes in Lei- 
trim, are principally supported in this way ; being in summer occupied by persons of a respectable class, 
from Fermanagh and Leitrim, whose consumption of fish would be considerable. 

A few yawls are kept at these places, and there is a Salmon fishery at the mouth of each of the 
rivers, Bundoran, Bundroes, and Bunduff. 

At Bundroes, just on the northern edge of Leitrim, and about a mile from Bundoran, (County Do- Bimdroes. 
negal,) a rocky point runs out from Colonel Caulfield’s lodge to the northward, covering a shallow bay 
into which the river of Bundroes empties itself. Materials are abundant on the spot, and if a pier 
was constructed on this point, a tolerable dry harbour could be formed within it, sufficiently extensive 
to permit the surf to expend itself quietly. This would answer all the purposes of a harbour at Bun- 
doran, and, if effected, would have the advantage of the new road, which is at present in progress 
through the county of Leitrim, from the sea at this place to Manorhamilton, and by Lough Allen to 
Carrick and Drumsna. 

This line lays open the whole extent of that county to wheel carriages, which can hardly pass along 
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Sir. Nmmo’4 CoaU the present roads. It also opens the highly improvable vaUey of Glenmead, aboundme in freestone. 
. . ^{Himestone of an excellent description, and beyond it, is the coal district near the banks of Lough 

CO. LEITRIM. This harbour may also derive some importance from the neighbourhood of Lough Melvin which 
Commimicatioii thro' discharges into it, and is navigable for seven miles into the county of Fermanagh ; and the ievel of 
Se™“’ “'’i' ”T ■■ f >>j • '“«■> «f ‘l»«t three miles, as tar 2 the sea at Bundroe" 

S I am also inchiied to think that a canal could be easily carried into that lake from Lounh Erne But 

the opinion I ijavc in a former report, of the possibility of having a canal from this last lake to Muhina- 
seal and the habour of Donegal, lam, on further consideration, inclined to retract, as upon re-ex- 
aroination I find the difficulties are greater than I had anticipated ; and I have no hesitation in saying, 
that It would bo much easier to construct a harbour at this place of Bondroes, than to obviate the d£ 
lects ot the bar ot Ballyshannon, which is the natural port of Lough Erne. 

however, that even with a pier such as I propose, the harbour of Bundroes 
would be shut m westerly winds ; the surf sent in by that wind on this coast is so heavy as to cause a 
breaker to a great extent from the shore. ^ v a 

In this particular any harbour that could be made on the Leitrim side must .be always greatly inferior 
as a fishing station, and place of shelter, to that now in progress at Mullaghmore; but as it would equal, 
ly have the benefit of the roadstead of Mullaghmore, four miles to the westward, when the in-shore 
winds, or ground-swell made access to it dangerous, and as vessels will use that roadstead with confi. 
dence when the pier of Mullaghmore is completed, I ain inclined to think the construction of the work 
1 speak of at Bundroes is not unworthy of serious attention from the proprietors. 

A. the exposure is great, and the apace to bo quayed is extensive, Abe pier of Bundroes could not 
be executed under £3,000, (Irish currency.) 

CO. DONEGAL. Co. Donegal. 

Bundoran. construction of a harbour at Bundoran could only be effected by a pier of great strength and 

extent, carried along the rocks opposite the village ; and as the beach extends so far, and the surf in 
^‘obtained consequence could at a reasonable expense 

Ballyslianaoa. From_ Mullagffimore to Ballyshannon River and Donegal, the coast is chiefly a strand, with low 

rocky chffs, and quite exposed to the ocean. At Ballyshannon the Bar shifts, and is not easily practi- 
cable even tor small craft. •' ^ 

Mullinosoel. Thence, round Culdoncy, to the inlet of BalUt, is a cliff with foul ground outside. That inlet 

dr.es at ow water . and from thence to the inlet of Mnllinasoal, is chiefly a burrow of blowing sand 
without boats or aholter. In Mulhnasoal are a few boats, and here a Herring fishery occurs at times. 
This IS one of the creeks ofthe harbour of Donegal! and of eontso, as it can only be entered over 
the bar at halthill, is too far inland to become a useful fishing station. 

The southern part of Donegal is a iimestone country, with many little hills and swellings. To the 
westward and northvvard, we get upon a sand-stone tract, loss cultivated, and gradually rising to a range 
of lofty moantams of mica slate, ri.nnmg from Teilen-head towards Tyrone. The weslmn part of 
this tract is named the barony of Baiinogh. It is a poor mountainous country, but the south coast 
n- “i, .a"' ‘““"“I ‘ •»'< tenantry are provided with a good many row boats or yawls 

which they fit out with great activity upon the appearance of Herrings ; but at Mhet times they arl 
little employed, except m gathering manure. Much illicit whiskey is distilled here. The agriculture 
Done. 1 j M , “ 'j?''""''' "“I depond tor supplies upon the opposite shores of Connan|ht. 

ChS ■ ’’“.“f ‘ SO”'! fittiy, lately built, with nine feet ot water ; but it is too far up the 

b™ Wow Mou^rCharies! for the boats of the fishery : they chiefly colloet at Sidthill, just withiu the 

Salthili, A small vessel loaded with stones, which sunk in the ehaunol near Salthiil, has injured the navigation 

A pier or wharf near Salthiil would bo useful ; there is no other place of shelter in the peninsula of 
Uiinn, and the expense ot a quay here would not exceed £1000 to £1200 
Inver Bay. Tho small river of Inver passing into Inver Bay, forms a bar practicable inly for boats i but of these 

wS “o\\£g“™fh“ bar ' ' f»P“if™t 

Inver. Farther down the Bay, a mile and a half on the west side, is a village called Hie Port ot Inver, where 

a pier was formerly built by public grant, at an expense of £1600, with aview to oneonrage thefishery 
for whales, which then frequented this coast. Ihis pier has been neglected, and is now a total rnin- 
neverllieless. we saw twenty-live boats sheltered behind it, ind if repaired it would be of great service’. 

b"5ni«ltr 'Zm ‘iTZ ““‘I 

Jallymadoimcil. ftjAher down this shore, under Ballymadonnel, there is a good road-stead in north-west 

JoiZpoS P'“' »f shelter from this to St. 

Srncklas. From Iimer an indiilo.xn.t hilly road proceeds by Dunkaneely village to the head of BrncHas har- 

bour, which IS land- ocked, and weH slieltered by rocks, all of 4ich are dry, except at spring tides. 

At the head of this harbour we found a small slip, behind which two dosen of boats were Ijdiig in per- 
feet still water, altliough there was a ground swell at the time in the bay .) s E 

.. Inver Bay and Bru^las, or M‘_Swine’s Bay, as the outer part is named in the charts, are the chief 
Vinkr of 1820. seat of the Herring fishery when it sets into the coast. On the second or third night of the fishery 
300 boats arc commonly col ected. A good deal of preparation was made here in 1820, by the 
fishermen, but unfortunately they were disappointed, as what they call a rag of fish only appeared for a 
few da^s. It was alleged, however, that the fish were in the offing; which appears to be confirmed 
since that period, by a considerable fishery having taken place in November and December. They 
nor, except at Brucklas, is there shelter for them. 

^ i L-n fifty men were lost in one night in M^Swine’s Bay, in consequence of a sudden storm. 

A Wly road conducts us to I^ybegs, through a poor mountainous country. This place seems in 
great decay since the failure of the Herring fishery. JR'-'- “ccuis 

-b TT • *1 was a royal borough, and has an extensive liberty. Its lough or harbour is the safest on 

of xts Ilornng this coast ; and several hundred sail of vessels have been knoin to be there at one time, purchasing or 
ty curing Herrings. There do not now appear to be a dozen of boats in the whole lough, and none of 

them employed in the fishery. This bay, however, is the best rendezvous for the ^hing vessels on 
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thsrt coast, Brucklas being too small, and all tbe others unsheltered or shallow. The cause of the want 
of fishing boats in Killybegs seems to be the distance from the present fishing grounds ; as immediately 
to the westward, and in a much more exposed situation, the boats are numerous. In west or south- 
west winds, a vessel cannot put to sea from Killybegs. 

From Killybegs to Teilen, eight miles, is a mountainous and rocky country ; the roads, injudiciously 
laid out, are unfit for carriages, hut might be greatly amended. A line from about three miles beyond 
Killybegs, leading by tbe cliffs on the coast, is scarcely practicable on horseback. 

In Fintragh Bay there are about twenty boats ; and near the head of it, on the east side, is a little 
cove in the rocks called Portnacross. A small pier was built here by the sea fencibles, under Captain 
Dobson, and is found of the greatest service to the fishermen. It would require to be attended to or 
improved, as it is getting into decay : £200 would repair it. 

Farther west, at Largymore, are nearly ten boats, which are only sheltered by being hauled up a 
steep cliff: even then the heavy westerly swell has been known to sweep several of them off. 

In Teilen and Towney are about seventy boats. These all rig a mainsail and foresail, with a short 
bowsprit or bumkin, and are much employed in canying to and from the Connaught shore. They never 
put far to sea to fish, abundance of Cod and Ling being found immediately outside of Teilen. 

Teilen road is insecure in winter, and too deep for any pier but a landing slip. Ono of considerable 
use might, hoivcver, be made within the bar at the back of the point. A village there would be the 
best fishing station on that coast. 

Into Towney the western swell sets heavily, and the boats must be hauled up. The pier within 
Teilen might cost £600. 

From Killybegs a road fit for carriages passes to Ardra, near Woodhill, at the head of Lochrusmore 
Bay ; which, with Lochrusbeg, ai-e strands at low water, and unfit for boats. 

The coast round to Teilen is a lofty cliff, little inhabited except at Mullin, where some boats are kept. 

On the other side, is Daurus, a little fishing village ; twelve boats. The boats in westerly gales must 
be hauled up. They are chiefly employed in Lobster fishing. 

The Bay of Boylagh being quite exposed and full of rocks, on which the sea breaks violently, is un- 
fit for the fishery. The road at Church Pool, the only place of safety, has not encouraged the keep- 
ing of boats for any thing but gathering sea weed. 

The shore by Guibarra, &c. is full of skerry rocks, blowing sands behind ; and the inlets of Guibarra 
and Traeena are barred and full of sand. The tide sets up the former river eight miles to Rutland 
bridge, on the road from Fintown and Letterkenny to the Rosses; below that are ferries, but they 
cannot pass carriages. 

Boyliigh is a great plain of granite country covered with bogs, having many lakes in the hollows, and 
the rivers run in the rocky valleys. The roads across the steep banks, provincially termed “ Braes,” 
are injudiciously constructed, rising over them by traverses frequently very dangerous for carriages; 
and no where is there any attempt to wall up the road by the side of the cliff, which, in such a country, 
is the best way to ascend these rocky ledges. 

A good deal of the bog land of Boylagh is reclaimed and cultivated, there being little other soil. 
This does not appear to have been the effect of the fisher)^ most of it having taken place within these 
twenty years, but rather of the natural increase of the population. New cabins are rising in many 
places, and would still more rapidly if roads were opened. Of these the most important seems to be 
one from Rosses or Dunglo, by the river Guidore, to the road through Gortahurk. The present bri- 
dle-road passes over rugged rocks, blowing sands, and strands passable only at low water ; indeed the 
strand of Cruit is prefeiTecl to the road near it for soine miles, though at the risk of deep fording. 

From these causes, as well as the poverty of the country, there are no carriages, some slide-cars ex- 
cepted, in Boylagh, and few in Bannogh. The traffic of the country is entirely done by horses and 
sacks or baskets. The women are much employed in stocking making. 

Boylagh is bounded on the east by a range of mountains, which near Fintown join the range of 
Bannogh. Along the lake of Fintown is the only passage yet opened across these hills, though it is 
believed a better one for the Bosses might be made by tlie foot of Aragib ; near which also, there are 
veins of primitive limestone and marble, and in all the centre range, some of it fit for statuary; and 
which limestone, if made accessible by roads, would greatly facilitate the cultivation of tlie soil. 

An increased population is of much importance to the fishery in this quarter, where they complain 
of having no market for fresh fish ; and salt for curing can only be procured at Ills, per cwt. It is 
brought from Letterkenny, thirty miles distant. 

Fishery salt has been proposed to be bonded here by one individual; but as it could only be done 
in the King’s store, the plan has been given up. 

Provisions are dear in the Rosses; 1^. Sd. is charged for ten pounds of oatmeal. It is chiefly In ought 
from Sligo (where it is had for lOd.) and laid in store, as the crop of the country does not supply the 
inhabitants. The whole agriculture of Donegal is late; the crops in Boylagh and Bannogh are in 
many places yet (29th September, 1820) uncut, the hay unsaved, and the late heavy rains have made 
mucli of it unserviceable. The chief cause of this is, probably late sowing : the inhabitants are well 
satisfied if they hear of a good crop in Connaught. 

Rutland Island is a place peculiarly interesting in this survey: much public as well as private money 
was expended here about 1786, by way of encouraging the Herring fishery, which was very abundant 
at the time in the Rosses. 

This expenditure was partly in making quays, yards, and other works connected with shipping ; hut 
mainly in building houses of a superior description to what then existed, by way of giving accommoda- 
tion to those interested in the fishery. Of these there still exists an excellent inn, now empty, and 
partly dilapidated ; a custom-house ; surveyor’s house ; and six or seven others in one street, in good 
order : two large stores, one occupied by the customs, both in order ; 1 6 houses in one street occupied 
by revenue boatmen and various artificers ; and a few others of various descriptions : all these are on 
Rutland Island or Innismacadurn, gi-cat part of which is covered with blowing sand. The whole island 
may be about a mile long by half a mile broad. 

The narrow channel on the east side of this island, between it and Inniscoo and Eddernish forms the 
harbour of Rutland. It has six and seven fathoms water, with abrupt rocky shores ; some rocks under 
water obstruct it. The quay on Rutland side is getting out of repair ; it could be restored for about 

On Inniscoo, which is about half a mile by a quarter, a building yard was constructed. A boat- 
building shed and loft, with other works, are still in order. 

On the small isle of Eddernish, a salt work was begun but never completed. There is a good quay 
and safe creek on the south end. Mr. Sproule, a ship-broker, lives here at present. 
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ifi Nearly opposite, in Rutland, is the house and store of Mr. Rogers, who is chiefly employed in the 
kelp trade, and the patentee of a kelp-kiln, several of which are in action along these shores and in 
the isles. 

^ Half a mile east of Rutland on the main, is Burton-port, a creek in the rocky shore, quayed on one 
side, which is the ferrying place over to Rutland. The quay would require some repair, the creek 
being very useful, independent of its connexion with Rutland. It has eight or nine feet water at high 
water, and may be put in perfect order for about £50. Immediately outside there is a channel with 
good and quiet anchorage for craft, but a strand, dry at low water, intervenes between that and Rut- 
land ; some rocks in this creek may be easily removed when the quay is repairing. 

From the situation of Rutland, it is evident that its existence depended solely on the continuance of 
the fishery. It is inaccessible by land, and therefore could never become a marketfor the country be- 
hind, poor as that is. The island itself is too small to give food to its present inhabitants, and much 
of it is unproductive. 

Had Rutland been on the main or even at Innlscoo, where it might have been made accessible by 
a causeway, it might have continued to exist and even to increase in population, though the source of 
Its pros-enty failed. The whole country behind it for thirty miles on each side is dependent on the 
shopkeepers of Letterkenny. , 

■ . village of Duiiglo had some connpion with the fishery, and is upon the main land, but too 

for from the harbour. The bay in front of it is not navigable. This village has rather increased, and 
has been the cause of the reclaiming a great deal of waste bog in its neighbourhood. 

The Island of North Arran lies a mile west of Rutland; hilly, but very populous. The extent is 
2000 acres, on which are 150 families paying rent, besides some labourers or cottiers under these The 
land is divided so low as a cow’s foot, or the quarter of a cow’s grass. There are many yawls and 
curraghs, but the island is very badly off for a landing-place. When we landed, although the day was 
fine, a heavy swell set in from the north-west, and obliged us to come to the side of a ledge of rough 
rocks. This place might be cut into a good landing at a small expense, and would be indestruc- 
tiblc. 

_ The northern and western shores are steep inaccessible cliffs ; the east side has only two places, be- 
sides the above mentioned, worthy of attention. ‘ 

First, Skailtalung, a long ledge or reef towards the south, requires an opening at (he land end to be 
filled with stone, say cost £20; a little jetty would then be useful near it, say £50 ; total £70. This 
place is shallow, but a good boat harbour in northerly swells. 

The second, Leabargu, near the anchorage called Arran Road and to leeward. A smalt pier 
should be built here along a ledge of slate rock, it would enable a small vessel to discharge, and would 
shelter the boats of the north end of the island. Expense about £450. 

_ There is a little sandy bay called the Tent, between these, nearly inclosed by rocks ; and, by shut- 
ting up two of the openings, it might be made quiet in all winds, and would be a good place for lavin?. 
up boats ; but at the best there is only six feet at high water, so that it does not seem worthy of much 
expense being laid out on it. ’’ 

Tlie psople of Arm pursue the (islory with more eeol Ilian anj persons on this coast, but thev 
have no boats tit for going outside of the sound. ■' 

From Burton Port a narrow road proceeds to Mulloghdearg and the Guidore; it is hilly, passes 
hOTrebacr^ through blowing sands ; and would require a total alteration, being scarcely passable on 

Cruit Island forms a safe anchorage within it for small vessels ; it Is said to be getting shallower. A 
little pier or landing-place should be built on the Mulloghdearg side, which would sooii be the means 
of collecti^ a village about it, tins shore being populous, although the people seem in comparative 
misery. I ho expense might he £500 to £600. ' <-o .parauve 

The Guidore has an extensive inlet, and though much sanded has a navigable channel ; but the bar 
has orily.three feet at low water, narrow and intricate. There is some shelter under Inchmaon; but 
this place is altogether_ useless for the fishery, except for procuring bait, (horse mussel for the wherry 
hshery o« rory,) nor is there any other place all along that shore, round Farland Point, to the bar- 
harbour of Ballynass, worthy of attention or capable of improvement. 

From the Guidore I had to return to Burton Port, and proceed again by Fintown to Letterkenny. 
A caniage-road passes from Rachedogue on this line down to Sheephaven ; the others in this auarter 
arc only bridlc-roads. .-luaiici 

Lelterkoiin, is too for up ll.e Swilly to he of any importance to the fishery, eticent as a market 
Ihe surrounding country 1 ' well cultivated. ’’ f “ luaiivci. 

Ratfimnllen, half way down the h,^, is the first place where small craft are naturally sheltered from 
the swell, which sometimes runs m the loch. There is no quay, but a natural ledge of rock, which is 

™ wUcr£y"hf.afe ™ 

, Buncraua, on the opposite side, is a neat village, and has eight boats employed only in trawling i it. 
bv sm ll Sr ? '•V r '""’ "f Swilly. Tireri are io creeks J 

them has a bar on which the sea breaks in north-west gales. It would be impossible at any moderate 
nSm“o“ ‘ S""!! ^shcllor by 

There are no fishing stations farther down the loch. 

Loch Fo 3 -le is very spacious at high water, and is then with south or south-east winds rather unsafe 
for small craft, which have no shelter below Culmore 

Ho?.”g°Lhorv ““xr" ®|'7‘ “"'S' " “ consWerable 

roooZiS mw,i 1 ! ■ “f'l wlicro a ledge of rocks has already done 

a oocl deal towaids forming shelter. I have taken a sketch of this place, and find that by the con- 
stiuetion of two short piers, a tide harbour of four acres may be obtained for about £4000^^ 

This haibour IS just at the revenue station; would be of the greatest importance for wherries &c 

sibie^:';M;=K2Sst^”isrs 

tloa of the south pter as fm as the Half- Tide Rock, which will afford a secure LnXo'n forTo pier- ‘ 
hea.1 aud jetty thereou. The skirts of that rook and of the inside of the le4e mS be tut 
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tlie progress of the work, and we will then have seven hundred feet of quay fit for the reception of fish- Mr. Nimmo's Coast- 
ing craft and coasting vessels, which will be an invaluable acquisition on this coast. Surveg. 

It is to be observed, that from the total want of shelter, the invaluable fishery off this coast can only ' v ■ ' 

be pursued by yawls of such a light construction as to admit of being drawn up on the land. The CO. DONEGAL, 
wherries from Balbriggan, Rush, &c., keep to the westward during their summer fisher}', so as to be 
within reach of Sheephaven, in case of bad weather ; but the most valuable fishery between Iimistra- 
hull and Islay is during the winter, and the hardships then undergone by the natives of the north coast 
are very severe. 

I have no doubt but the construction of the pier now proposed, would be immediately followed by 
the introduction of small decked and half-decV.ed vessels, for the prosecution of this white fiahery, and 
the Herring fishery in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. 

The situation is otherwise extremely well adapted for the formation of a maritime village. It is the 
revenue boarding station for the port of Derry. The pilots for that port reside in its neighbourhood, 
and there is a well-frequented ferry over to Magilligan. The Ordnance establishments at Greencastlc 
will also be benefited. The pier will be of great service to the trade of Deny, as vessels outward 
bound, which now lie at Ciilmore, will (especially those for the westward) drop down to Grecncastle, 
and either within the pier or immediately to the west of it, where there is a good depth of water, may be 
ready to take advantage of the first fair wind; for the ebb of tide will carry them clear of Ennishowen 
Head, when they would have been wind-bound at Cuhnore. 

Though the construction I have proposed will keep off the ocean swell, yet there will at times he a 
wind billow within the proposed harbour, in gales blowing down the loch, which will render it uneasy 
for small craft, except just within the return head of the south pier. It would be, therefore, desirable 
that the harbour be somewhat more inclosed, as in the first design which I furnished, where by pro- 
longing the return head and projecting a pier from the shore in front of tlierevenue houses, the open- 
ing was reduced to 120 feet. It is evident that these improvements admit of being applied at any 
future time, without prejudice from what is now proposed ; and indeed I am convinced that this har- 
bour will be found of such utility, that means will be taken hereafter to enlarge it, by prolonging the 
south pier from the Rocky Isle in a westerly direction, so as to give deep water within. At present, 
therefore, I should only wish, in addition to what I have here proposed, that the jetty or pier from the 
shore, in front of the revenue houses, were also constructed. And this is a work from which the re- 
venue station would find so much benefit, that I think there is a good reason to hope the Board of 
Customs may assist its execution. I have accordingly drawn on (he annexed plan the position of 
the pier or jetty, 200 feet in length, which would give all the protection that need now be desired. 

Other improvements may follow in due time. I he beach will be deepened considerably in getting 
stuff to fill the piers. The bay between the i-evonne houses and the bridge, may he inclosed for a ba.sin, 
to scour (he harbour; and if the stream which runs into the harbour be found to bring down much 
rubbish, it may be turned off into the ferry cove. If otherwise, it may be made to run along the 
south quay. The angle near the ferry-house should also he filled up. and, being public property, 
would be a good site for salt stores, &c., for the use of the fishery, which perhaps might bo provided in 
such cases as this, if the proprietor of the land would engage to accommodate the fishermen with build- 
ing lots upon moderate terms, as otherwise the beneficent intentions of the Comniis-sioners might in a 
great degree be frustrated. 

I propose these works to be constructed in the cheapest possible form, consistent with strength and 
durability ; viz. of the hammer-dressed flag of the neighbourhood, laid in large scantlings, but without 
any cut stone, except for the coping course, which should I think be of Ai'ran sandstone. The sea fronts 
ought to be laid in water mortar, as also the parapets. The pavement of the slope to be of heavy stone 
on edge, closely set, pinned and pointed with Aberlhaw mortar. If these works are set by contract, I 
will make out a specification for them, and find a trusty mason, experienced in harbour work, to over- 
see the execution. Estimated expense of the whole, £2730, Irish currency. 



Co. Derry. 

The eastern side of Loch Foyle is a flat strand unfit for any navigation, and a sandy beach continues DERRV. 

round Magilligan Point, and to Ban Water foot. 

Ban W'ater is a bar harbour, accessible only in fine weather by small vessels. 

Port Stewart is a little sea-bathing village with a few yawls, which are drawn up on the rocky shelf po^i Stewart, 
in bad weather; and, in general, the whole of this coast is unprovided with any harbour from Derry 
Loch, to Larne, fit for the reception even of small vessels. 

Co. Axtkim. 

Portrush may, perhaps, be excepted. It is formed by a point, or peninsula of basalt rock, jutting a CO. ANTRIM, 
mile into the sea, and forming on the west side a small bay with deep water. A little cove in the Port Riisli. 
rock has been provided with piers, and forms a dock capable of holding half a dozen little smacks ; the 
greatest water is nine feet, but with north or north-west winds the run in this bay is so great, that it 
becomes necessary to shut up the nionlh of the dock with beams, which after all have not completely 
the effect, though they totally prevent the entry of an}' vessel in bad weather, and this renders iho 
place useless for the fishery. The rebound within this dock has lately been very much increased by 
building a wall, which cuts off a considerable portion of it. The port belongs to the Committee of 
Merchants of Coleraine. 

It has been proposed to improve this place by building a pier in deep water, running up the little 
bay parallel to the rocks of Portrush. Such a pier in four fathoms water would cost at least £100 
per yard forward, or for 200 yards £20,000. We would then have shelter for about twenty sail 
of large vessels, and the excavation might also be turned to good purpose ; but a deep water pier 
here must necessarily protect so small a space, and besides would bo so difficult of access and 
egress, that I have some doubts whether such a sum ought to he expended for all the benefit to be 
attained. 

There can be no question as to the vast benefit of a harbour of safety here, not only for the trade 
of Coleraine and the fishery (some of the best fishing hanks on the coast being just off hero, and where 
no boat can be used larger than a yawl,) but also for all the traders of the North Channel, which are at 
present without shelter on this coast, from Lough Swilly to Belfast. But if a considerable sum of mo- 
ney wore to be laid out for that purpose, the other side of the peninsula should, I think, be carefully 
examined. On that side we have the road-stead of Skerries, and these rocks break off much of the 
ocean swell, so that a jticr which on the Portrush side would have to be laid parallel to the swell, 
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might on the Skerries side be laid athwart it, and thereby pi’otect a much greater space. But if the 
object be chiefly to obtain a more commodious harbour for the trade of the neighbourhood, the pre- 
sent harbour of Portrush admits of being very effectually enlarged, so as to contain nearly two acres 
space, which would accommodate twenty vessels of a larger class than can now use it. 

For this purpose a pier or mole should be formed from Rumore Hill southwards, for forty fathoms 
in length, with ajetty at the head ; a cross pier from the east side to advance within about ninety feet 
of the jetty, and as much as possible of the present west head to be taken out. Expense about £6,000. 

Port Ballintrae is a little bay near the mouth of the Bush river, and in the bottom of the bay, be- 
tween Bengore and the Skerries. It has about 14 feet water ; spring tide rises about eight or nine feet. 
Mr. Spencer, lor the use of his salt works, has built a little pier and dock on the east side, capable of 
containing two or three small vessels. This work is well executed, and admits vessels of seven feet. 
Mr. S. has also begun a breakwater, of rough stone on the west of it, which be proposes extending forty 
or fifty 3’ards into 10 feet water. This place is likely to be of importance to the fishery, or embayed 
vessels, &c., and is the only shelter or landing place hereabouts ; the work seems deserving of aid. The 
expense of the breakwater may be £500 to £600. 

Round the Giant’s Causeway and Bengore Head is cliff, without any creek worthy of notice, until 
we arrive at Bailycastle ; great part of the interior is covered with bog. 

Piers were formed at Bailycastle at considerable expense by Mr. Boyd, about 1780, aided by the 
Irish Parliament, with a view to facilitate the export of Ii-ish coal to Dublin, and a bounty is still paid 
for that object. The coal is found under the Basalt cliffs, two miles to the eastward. 

The works of this harbour appear to have been very carefully executed, though the construction 
was not suited to withstand the sea. The west pier or quay is of a blue whin, and mostly in order, 
200 yards long; the east pier partly of whin, partly cased with hewn sandstone, as Dublin lighthouse 
wall, and fir ties feathered into tlie ashlers. Fifty yards of this heat! is down. There was a cross pier 
at the mouth of the harbour to resist the direct stroke of the sea: this is entirely destroyed, and the 
whole harbour nearly filled up with sand. The boatmen have made an opening on the west end of this 
cross pier’s I’uins which is now the only entrance : it admits boats. 

It appears to me, that the harbour of Bailycastle may be recovered and retained at no great ex- 
pense. The mouth or entrance was originally laid too near the sands, and the river being turned off, 
the sand carried down thereby to the entrance was necessarily deposited by the sea in the still water 
within the harbour. 

To obviate this, we should build a breakwater, with paved face, from the head of the present east 
pier obliquely to the rock at tail of West Head, finish fliat Head, turn in the river and make a pent of 
all above the Salmon-house, or even the Lime Kiln, and after some scouring, the sand will certainly 
lower greatly. I do not promise more than a Bar harbour, though there is good reason to expect the 
same or greater depth than at first. The. ledge on the north west keeps off the ocean swell, and under 
its lec a safe entrance will be obtained. It will also afford a place for warping rings. The e.xpense 
might be about £.5000 Irish. 

From Bailycastle eastward the coast is chiefly cliff, a high table land extending from Fair Head into 
the interior; much of this table land is covered with bog and uninhabited. On the eastern side, this 
table land is intersected by deep glens, at the mouths of which, on the coast, several villages have been 
established. 

Of these, the first and most important as to shipping is Cushendon, a creek which possesses no less 
than fifteen carrying vessels, though half as many houses are not to be seen on the shore. A curve in 
the stream, near its outlet, forms a tolerably well-sheltered pool. The bar has only two or three feet 
water, but being close to the shore, may be greatly improved by a small pier on the north side. With- 
out, is a small bay or road, with two or tiiree fathoms water. The cost of the pier might be £2000 Irish. 

As we are now within the North Cliaimel, these creeks are not exposed to the surf of the Western 
Ocean. A cotisideralde carrying trade is carried on with Scotland ; limestone for coals. Four vessels 
from Cushendon were this season on the Herring bounty. 

Ciishendall Bay is the next, near which is the village of Newtown Glens. This creek affords no 
shelter, nor does it appear very capable of improvement. 

Red Bay, fnrihoT inland, is more worthy of attention ; it has several wherries of the Larne or High- 
land make. A small pier from the rock below the castle would be a useful improvement, and would 
be also built for £2000 Irish. 

At Carnelongb there is a village fj-equented by small ve.=sels, and possessing itself some craft. Any 
improveinciBt here would be expensive, as double piers would be required, which would cost at least 
£4000 to £5000 Irish. 

i lie same thing would be necessary at Glenarm, which is the best village on this coast, at the mouth 
of a considerable mountain i-iver. It would probably be difficult to preserve a passage across the broad 
beach of shingle that exists here ; though a pier on the north side might have a good effect in guiding 
the channel. There is a considerable salt-work here ; and some trade in salt, lime, and coals. No 
fishery. 

The country improves towards Larne, where there is an excellent natural harbour for small vessels. 
There are five salt-works at Larne, each of which has a jetty of stone or timber sufficient to admit of 
sloops discharging. I he salt is mostly sent to Belfast for exportation. The extensive lime quarries 
in the harbour or loch afford a return for the rock-salt and coals. 

Carriokfergus has a good pier with nine to ten feet at high water, and a small pent or basin by 
which it may be scoured. It admits brigs, but the chief shipping are six or eight stout wherries en- 
gaged in trawling in the Bay or Loch of Belfast. 

Excepting some vessels on the Herring bounty, there is hardly any fishing craft that belong to this 
town: for though the Bay or Loch is of easy access, and tolerably safe, the upper end being shallow, 
and the channel far from shore, it is ill calculated for the accommodation of fishing boats. Few or 
none of these, therefore, are to be seen until we arc below Graypoint or Careyport, where a little 
sandy Bay affords accommodation to some open boats. Trawling is permitted below this, and is much 
complained of by people pursuing the line fishery. 



Co. Do■sv^. 

CO. DOWN. The county of Down is for the most part a hilly country. The prevalent rock, especially along the 

coast, is slate ; the soil, a clay loam, but with much sand ; the coast, either skerries, or low rocks of slate 
or shallow sandy bays. In the south, a group of lofty mountains of granite occupy about ninety square 
miles, between Newry and Dundrum Bay. Slieve Croob is another granite group of about five miles, 
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square, in the centre of the county. Scrabo is a considerable hill at the upper end of Loch Conn, 
chiefly sand-stone ; tliere is little or no limestone in the county, but it is imported from Cavltngford 
and the north shore of Belfast Loch. 

With the exception of these mountain ti-acts this county is mostly under the plough. It is thickly 
peopled by an Industrious and intelligent race, a great proportion of whom are occupied in the linen 
manufacture. On the shores, especially from St. John’s Point to Bangor, arc a number of villages ac- 
tively engaged in the fishery, chiefly of Herrings, which set in here in July, and are pursued until late 
in winter, in boats, for the most part half-decked, and from twenty to thirty tons burthen. In the early 
part of summer, from April to .July, these boats are engaged in trawling for Flat-fish, with trawls of 
thirty-six feet beam ; also hooking for Cod and Haddock ; but these last, also Whiting and Glassen, 
(called here Blocken) are for the most part pursued on the Rigg, which is a bank running along the. 
coast, at two or three miles distance, in row-boats and Norway yawls, heightened one streak, and rowed 
by four men. 

This fishing ground extends along the coast from two to ten miles distant, outside of which, the 
ground being muddy and unfit for trawling, there is a fishery by long lines, in twenty to forty fathoms 
water to within throe leagues of the Isle of Man, for Cod, Ling, Conger, &c., followed by some of the 
boats aforesaid, also by wherries from Skerries, Kush, &c. 

Dundrum Bay, from St. .John’s Point, across to Annalong, is a clean sand, and excellent ground for 
trawling; hut this is now prevented, being supposed to interfere with the Herring fishery. Yet it is 
said, that thirty-eight years ago was the greatest Hen'ing fishery ever known in Dundrum Bay, when 
trawling was at the highest. Beyond Annalong there is no trawling to past Clogher Hoad. The Her- 
ring fishery along this coast, about fifty years ago, was at first only a shore-fishery, pursued by small 
boats ; it is now in deep water from twenty-eight to fifty fathoms, pursued in large smacks and wher- 
ries, with nets of four fathoms, five-sling deep, having a strap of two or three fathoms. The Eng- 
lish fishermen from St. Ives, &c. succeed better than the natives ; their nets are seven or eight fathoms, 
meshes one inch, light ropes, well corked, and having no lacing in depth ; the Irish have four breadths 
in depth. Nine years ago there was a shore fishery in seventeen or eighteen fathoms. Herrings are 
■often caught in Loch Conn, and formerly were had there in great quantities ; they arc now pursued 
as far as the Isle of Man, and beyond. 

Besides the Herrings cured, there are vast quantities disposed of to the country, and to light vessels 
which run with them fresh to Dublin, Liverpool, and other towns on both coasts. These buying-vessels 
are generally along with the fleet in good weather, and they rendezvous about Killough, Ardglass, and 
Tara Bay, when the weather drives the fleet from the fishing-ground. Carlingfovd is the only other 
place of shelter, and is used when the shoal sets to the southward ; but at present the Carlingford Pier- 
rings arc greatly inferior to those of the northern parts of Down. 

Bangor is the first station of any importance on the south of Loch Belfast, It is situated on a small 
Bay of 800 yards wide and fiflO deep, facing Isle Magee. The depth of water across snost of the Bay 
is two and a half to three fathoms, bottom firm sand, and vessels wind-bound in the Lough ride com- 
monly in front of the town. By a public grant from Parliament in 1757, a pier has been built here, 
so as to form a small harbour on the S.E. angle of the Bay, about three hundred feet square. Fifteen 
sail of carrying vessels belong to the place, also three stout fishing wherries, besides yawls. There are 
two thriving cotton mills, and about .^000 inhahitanis. 

The harbour is much frequented in flic communication across the channel from Portpatrick in Scot- 
land. Many live cattle are shipped here. The whole space between the piers has been sometimes 
filled with vessels engaged in that trade. 

The harbour being small, and having only twelve feet at the pier, head in spring tides, and being 
much wall-bound, so as to be very turbulent in N.E. gales, there have been various plans suggested 
for its improvement, especially with a view to its being made the station for the Post-office packets. 
The chief object of attention, for some years past, has been the formation of a, harbour on the N.E. of 
the present pier, which might be more removed from the surf and shifting sand of the bottom of the 
Bay, and have a greater depth of water than the present harbour admits of ; and in pursuance of this 
idea a considerable quantity of rock has been excavated, so as to form a dock extending about 150 
j-ards along the shore, 120 feet wide, and to the depth of low-water spring tides. A rocky creek on 
the east of this has been cleared out, deepened, and enlarged, so as to form a kind of boat-liarbour, 
but which is still too small and rock-bound to be of any great service. At the suggestion of the writer 
hereof the stone which was excavated from the site of the dock above mentioned is now applied by the 
proprietor, Colonel Ward, in the formation of a mole, running from the S.E. shore obliquely across 
the Bay so as to produce a shelter against the easterly and N.E. gales. Within this mole there will be 
•fifteen feet water at low water of spring tides over a considerable space, which will thereby be converted 
into a valuable deep-water harbour. The entrance into the aforesaid dock will be securely situated 
behind the mole, and, besides the extensive quay which the sides of the excavation form, the mole may 
be quayed along the inside so as to accommodate largo vessels. One hundred feet in length of this 
mole is already executed, 300 more are intended ; the stone however of which it is formed is small, 
and the work appears feeble, which is the more to be regretted, as, if properly executed, it would leave 
little to be wished for in the construction of a good harbour at Bangor. 

Ballyholm Bay lies half a mile east of Bangor, 1000 yards wide by 800 deep ; the bottom clean 
sand, the sides low slate rock. Though this Bay has good anchorage, the shores are shallow, and af- 
ford no place of shelter, nor are there above two or three yawls. On the west side there is a small 
landing-place for a boat near a spring, which may be cleared, but could not afford any shelter. On the 
opposite side, near Ballycormick Point, a boat-harbour may be formed, about sixty fathoms long, ten 
wide, with six feet'water, between two rocky ledges, by cleaving the creek, and filling the gaps of the 
ledge to seaward with stone, so as to form a rough breakwater about five feet high and twenty feet 
wide, which for 200 feet long in various portions may cost £100. 

There will be only seven feet water at high-water springs, and five feet at neaps in this creek. For 
one mile farther round Ballycormick Head the shore is formed of low slate rocks. 

Gregory’s port, the fishing village of Mr. Maxwell, of Finoobrogue, has about 100 houses, 11 smacks 
and whewies, 20 yawls. The harbour is 1,000 feet long, and 500 feet broad, very safe, though shal- 
low, protected in front by a rocky shoal, partly above high water, called the Cockle island. There is 
an entrance on each side of this, with a depth of 10 or 12 feet into this harbour at high water. That 
on the east, facing Copeland light, is most used, and on the main land has a little pier of about 100 
feet long, forming a return head to a quay of about the same length, built along the point of the rock. 
This is a very ancient work, and, remarkable for the landing of the army of Duke Schomberg in 1690. 
There are one oi two other landing places for boats, and a water-guard has been established here. 
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Mr. Nimmu't Coast place would admit of considerable improvement. The eastern part of the Cockle Island should 

Hurfici/. be built up as a breakivater, as far as the spear of Iron, which marks its ex(reinitj'. The inside of the 

> ^ — ' east head of this work should be faced up as a quay, to haul out to with northerly winds. Even a slm- 

CO. DOWN. pie tower built on the Spear Rock would be a great improvement. Second, the channel and along the 
quay should he deepened three or four feet, which may be easily effected, and the quay may bo eon'- 
tinued along the rocks to the sea shore. The improvements might cost £1,370 Irish. This harbour 
would then admit any coasting vessels, and may be approached very near at low water, when good 
shelter will be obtained against easterly winds from the reef of rocks called the Brigs, which run out 
on the eastern side of this bay, and arc now marked by a red buoy at the extremity. 

Iinmodialely east of the Brigs there is a cove called the sand-eel Bay of Orloch, which, though not 
now used on account of the swell which sets into it with N. E. winds, is cajiable of being converted 
into a pretty safe creek for small craft, or even, were it necossar)’, of being formed into a harbour of 
consiilerable magnitude . For the lirst object it will be enough to run a small jetty-head from the in- 
ner part of the sleep rock on the oast side, to the disiance of 100 feet, with a slight return-head which 
will throw the sea into the sandy beach to the westward, clear out the small rock B, and place an iron 
perch oil the rock A, in the entrance. The expense will he about £350 and will shelter half an acre 
nearly. If a larger harbour were wanted it would be necessary to run a pier from the reef on the west- 
ward to the rock A, which would bo done for about three or four times the above sum, and would co- 
ver the whole cove, four acres. It is to he however observed, that this harbour would be shut in N. 
E. winds. 
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From hence, round the Point of Orloch, improperly named Nout Head in the charts, is steep 
rocky cliffs. One narrow cove called Barleyholin, in the rock, may be cleared out so as to be run for 
with yawls, of which there are now two ; it is not worth a pier of any kind. 

Porlavo, a litlle sandy hay of five acres, between two projecting points of land, might be converted 
into a harbour, by a pier from the north point. This place has the Copeland Isles in front, and would 
have deep water, but the pier necessary to protect it from the swell setting from the north would for 
that reason be expensive. The fishing boats used to shelter on the south side of the south point, where 
there are still some cabins, but the proprietor Mr. Kerr, of Portavo, is unwilling to encourage the 
residence of fishermen here. 

At Ballywiiliara, (he property of Mr. Price, of the county Antrim, the fishermen have formed 
some shelter between two ledges of rock, having the Copeland Isles in front. There are Fve smacks of 
six or seven tons, cutter-rigged and four yawls. The place is capable of improvement, which may be 
executed at the very moderate expense of £200 and will inclose about one third of an acre. The 
rock, acting as a kind of breakwater, need not be romoicd, but should he perched. 

[ hi-s place will facilitate the communication to the Copeland, and shelter boats on the north side of 
the Bush Rock, when the wind or tide prevents them getting down to Donaghadee, 

The pier of Donaghadee was built at the public expense. 

This place is the station for the Post-office packets, communicating with Portpatrick, and both of 
these harbours are now in a course of improvement upon a great scale, which, when finished, will ren- 
der them accessible at low water for vessels of 15 feet draft. The plan for Donaghadee is to enclose, 
by means of two piers, a harbour of 100 fathoms square immediately outside of the present one. Of 
those piers, the execution of that on the south side only is yet resolved on, but the harbour which will 
he formed within it will be somewhat sheltered at low water by the little Dulce Rock on the north. It 
is iinneressary therefore, at present, to say more on this work than that if ever the north pier be ex- 
ecuted I think it would be advisable to avoid the funnel-shaped mouth which is proposed, for this, in- 
stead of diminishing the run into the harbour, would materially increase it, and of course make vessels 
steer wildly when entering in a heavy swell. 

I he Copeland Isles are the property of Mr. Kerr, of Portavo. The larger, which is at the distance 
of 01*0 mile from the main land, contains 230 arable and 40 rough acres, with 75 inhabitants. Thev 
have five smacks ciigt^ed ill the Herring fishery, also seven yawls, and two large luralier-boats. The 
east side of the isle is a cliff, but in Chapel Bay on the west side, there is a good anchorage from all 
but ti. W. winds in two or three fathoms water. Two little coves in this bay are used as boat har- 
bours, in their natural state, and could, at no great expense, be materially improved and rendered 
perfectly safe. I have given a design for each of those, covering nearly half an English acre. The 
expense of the pier for tile southern cove would be £300 ; of the northern, or Collin’s Port, which has 
rather deeper water, but not quite so well sheltered, £273 12.i.'. Though either of these be sufficient 
for the use of the isle, I think both would be beneficial to the fishery, as this bay affords good shelter 
when in northerly winds it might not be advisable to lie in Donaghadee. 

A rapid tide sets through the sound between this and the smaller or Cross Isle, on which the 
light-house is built, and here the Donaghadee fishermen ply with yawls to fish forrock Cod, and Block- 
cn or Pollock. They shelter frequently in the narrow passage between Cross Island and the low 
Skerry, cast of it. Mew Island, often thirty of them together. This sound is only about ten perches 
wide and thirty long, with a rapid current through it. The southern entrance is about two or three 
perches wide; the north entrance has a sunk rock in the middle on which there is only one foot water, 
but three fathoms on each side, with clean ground, and there are the remains of a little pier or mole, 
which admitted a brig with coals for the use of the old light-house. The ground near it is ratherfoul. 
By tilling up one side to the sunk rock on the north entrance, raising the Skerry rocks, at the south 
entr.ance, .and placing a few rings on the rocks on either side, this place niight be made, at a little ex- 
pense, a safe and deep harbour from which a vessel could proceed cither northward or souchward. The 
isle has two families only, besides light-keepers. They have one herring-smack and two yawls. 

lo the southward of these islns, about four miles, is the Rigg Bank of Donaghadee, clean sand, 
with nine or ten fathoms water, but about tbree times that on either side. The marks for this hank 
are Black-head of Isle Magee, outside of Great Cojieland, but not so far as the Cross Isle, and 
Ballyvcstcr House on the centre notch of Scrabo. 

I hiirot is said to have anchored on this bank, which is not above half a mile over, but affords a 
clean and plcnliJul tv.awling-grouiid for flat fish, &c. I am inclined to think this bank extends to a 
considerably greater distance along (he coast, viz. as far as Ballyferis, if we may Judge by the sound- 
ings of the old Map of Down, by Kennedy, in 1755, which lays it clown about two Irish miles east 
of Melisle. It seems to have been formed in the wake of the Copeland Isles. 

Ihe ballast office have laid buoys on the Deputy Rock in the sound of Copeland, also tho points 
of tho Bush Rock, and of the Brigs, which run out from the main. Another on the Pladdies in 
Cross Island Sound would also bo useful; for want of it this sound cannot he safely navigated by 
strangers. Fhere is a small beacon of stone on Kaltykern Rock, west-end of Great Copeland. 
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I have already observed, that as I understood a very careful survey had been made of the Cope- 
land Isles, and neighbouring harbours on the main, with a view to the improvement of the Donagh- 
adee passage, and which is now in possession of the Treasury, and that the trigonometrical survey had 
also extended to this quarter, I did not deem it necessary to incur any expense for a correct descrip- 
tion of the navigation of this part of the coast, and conceived, that by taking a few trigonometrical 
observations I might be enabled to complete a chart from such authorities as were accessible. I have 
accordingly made out a draft of the Lochs of Larne and Belfast, from the county maps, aided by 
Mackenzie’s survey. But although the chart so made is certainly superior to this last moiitioiied, and 
mav be sufficient for the purposes of the fishery, yet I find those authorities differ so materially from 
each other, and also from my own observations, that I cannot recommend it so coiifideully for publica- 
tion until an opportunity be obtained of examining the documents above mentioned. 

The first station to the south of Donaghadee is Melisle, a village of about five hundred inhabitants, 
beloMKin<r to Mr. Nugent. It possesses four smacks and eight yawls. Several low rocky patches are 
scattered over the sandy beach there, which that called Craigenadan, not entirely covered at high 
water, protects from south-east winds. The boats lie along a small lodge, called Skelly’s Craig, which 
runs out from the shore for 200 yards, and maybe easily converted into a tolerable piov ; for this 
purpose it is only necessary to have the north side of the ledge trimmed into a straight face, — two little 
gaps in it made up, and a ictty run out for 120 feet, in a northerly direction, near its extremity- Es- 
timated expense £470, Irish. The ledges of Bavin and James Point afford good shelter from the 
northward. 

For two miles farther we have a broad firm strand, affording no shelter except behind a rocky patch 
oppodte Woburn, called Barkley’s Rock, where there are one or two boats, but nothing to encourage 
the formation of any pier. 

The strand now ceases at a low point opposite the tower of Woburn ; and hero a little cove in the 
Skerry Rocks has been cleaned out, and the sides formed into a sort of quay for boats; the whole 
space is only 100 feet long, sixty feet wide at high water mark, and twelve foot wide at the entry, 
where is nine feet at high water. In this little place I found five smacks and four yawls, the largest 
about twenty-five tons, which I understand arc very well sheltered in this little cove, a strong prooi of 
the value of constructing harbours of the smallest description. I do not suppose the expense of making 
this little harbour could exceed £50; it cannot well bo made larger. 

Low Skerries continue for one mile, then a shallow strand, with ledges of sunk rock, to the point 
of Hallyferis, where an extensive reef commences, running nearly parallel to the shore, and about half 
a mile distant. The northern part is termed Craig O’Brien, the southern, the Long Rock of BaUy- 
waltei-. There are at a certain time of tide various passages through this reef fit for boats only. The 
southern part of the Long Rock is never entirely covered, and affords good protection to the norih- 
cast. 

The inhabitants have made some progress in the construction of a small pier on the north of a 
Icdgo of rocks in front of Ballywalter. The rocky shoals towards Ballyferis Point, and the Long 
Rock in front, affording good shelter on the north and east sides; but as this place is of very diffi- 
cult access and small depth of water, while the cove, called Maxwell’s Bay, on the south of that 
led'^G, affords a far more inviting situation, I recommended that the works should he removed to 
thifside, and they have tr.ansmitled a memorial to the Board for aid to enable them to do so. By 
clearing the inside and raising the southern ledge about four feet, running a jetty of about 100 feel 
from the north-east part thereof, we will form an admirable tide-harbour of about fourteen acres, 
with eighteen feet at high water springs, well sheltered from all winds, and capable of being greatly 
improved and extended. By placing a beacon on Scullmartin, and a buoy on the end of Long Rock, 
the roadstead in front of the village will be converted into one of the best on the cast coast, instead 
of being a place for shipwrecks, three or four of which occur almost regularly every winter. 

The estimate for this improvement may be £2574. A beacon of iron on Scullmartin might cost 
about £50. 

1 have seen few places capable of greater ultimate improvement than Ballywalter. The upper part 
of the strand immediately opposite to the town may be converted with great e.ase info an inner har- 
bour or dock, where vessels could safely winter, hy filling across the opening where the present pier 
has been attempted, and making an entrance from the new harbour by cutting across the gravel spit 
which leads to it, which would give good filling for tlie new pier; this would also iiBcrease the hack- 
water of the harbour, and miglu be pent up so as to scour it. Besides the utility ot this harbour 
for the fishery, and the accommodalioii of a populous district, there are valuable slate quarries in the 
neighbourhood, which would be much benefited by a proper place of export. 

A mile to the south of Ballj'walter, Wallace Rock runs across the strand. It is covered at iiigh 
water, but affords some additional protection to the roadstead of Ballywalter. Beyond that the ground 
is all clear as far as the point of Bur Isle, and forms a good roadstead in S. and S.W. winds. On the 
shore of this bay is the village of Ballylialbort. 

This place is actively engaged in ihc Ilerring fishery, and possesses five carrying sloops and bounty 
vessels, fourteen smacks and wherries, and twelve yawls. 

These vessels, during the summer, anchor in front of the town; in winter they must be hauled up, 
but as the road is quite open to E. and S.E. winds, which sot in a heavy sea, and there is no pier of 
any kind, the loss and damage which they sustain is very great. The inimbilants last year transmitted 
a memorial to the Board on this matter, and I have examined the site in consequence thereof, though 
I regret to say, it affords few natural advantages. 

Near the north end of the village are some rocks on the shore, at a place called Ballyhemlan. A 
small boat-harbour was attempted here lately by the inhabitants, but is now in total ruin. Ilmiglithe 
replaced for about £250, or rather a better one, in ray opinion, migli! be formed with the opening on 
the south side of the rock, for about £300, and would be a harbour to leeward for a few boats, when 
the road of Ballylialhert was unsafe. Still, however, I cannot recommend the laying-out money on 
either of these, which would be far from accommodating the vessels of Ballylmlbcrt. On the other side 
of the town the point of Bur Isle running out makes a little baj’, called Saudylaml, which is rather 
more invitimj, and here a tolerable pier may be made ; the cost, in rough stone, will be about £2U00, 
to cover an extent of one and a half acre. 

Though a pier such as this will certainly be very useful, and might be even carried into deep 
water at no great ex|)cnso, yet after all it will only form a summer harbour; and for real shelter 
for their vessels during winter, the people of this place must, in my opinion, look to the improve- 
ment of Ballywalter. 
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Bur Isle IS the easternmost point of Ireland; there is a navigable sound between the isle and the main 
•with a little cove for yawls, incapable of improvement. A chain of rocks commences here, and runs 
southward, with a few interruptions, to the South Rock or Kilwarlin Light ; there is even a dam.erous 
shoal beyond that, which, for the first time, I have now marked on the chart. Among these^rocks 
there are navigable sounds, frequently attempted by coasters, hut with great danger; and several ship- 
■wrecks occurred there during our survey. I am preparing a correct chart of this chain. Within the 
rocks arc several fishing creeks ; but none of them appear very worthy of attention with a view to 
further improvement. Of these creeks, the stable-hole is a shallow covo between ledges of slate-rock 
covered in front by the rock called the Plough, and affords some natural shelter for boats. 

Johii-i on js also behind the Plough, in a similar situation, but has been provided with a good boat- 
quay, and possesses throe cutters, thirteen smacks, twenty wherries, and two yawls, besides several row- 
boats, which suftciontly evinces the value of a small harbour of this kind 

smSiTon'S lie'Sr'”'' ‘ 

Cloghj Bay has a good bottom of doan sand ; it is protoctoil in front by the North Rock, never en- 
tirely covered ; outside of which is another called the Boll of Meal ' ' " 

smacks and wherries, three yawls ; but there ' 



3 plac 



in Cloghy Bay arc fourteen 
well suited for the eoiistruction of a har- 



I'rom hence the shore is composed of skerries of slate-rock, as tar as Quiniin Bay; among these, 
in a liUlo cove at Newcastle has been provided a small quay for the use of the Kilwarlin Light-house, 
on the .South Rock, which is about one and a half mile distant ; and what is another proof of the utility 
of these structures, I found here sixteen smacks and wherries, being literally as many as the place could 
hold, besides a small coaster from Carliiigford with stone, which lay without the jetty. The outer 
part of this pier is of an awkward shape, but the place is hardly worthy of any further improvement. 

Doey, or Sheep-hole, is another shallow cove in the slate-skerries, and has a few yawls. 

Carney is another near the point of that name, and is more capable of improvement. A jetty should 
be made from the point on the south side, which is already a natural pier, and requires merely the 
points of slate to be hammered oil. This place would be much better suited than Newcastle for the 
supply of ihe Light-house, and for a pilot-station for vessels attempting the sound. A very fine brig 
from I,i\_crpool for Canada was wrecked on this point in September, during the survey. It is believed 
she had first struck the Butterpladdy, a sunk rock to the south of the Light-house. The expense of a 
jetty at Cai-ney roint would be about £400. 

The shilc-skerries continue along the north side of Quintin Bay ; the bottom is a dean sandy beacli. 
At the south side of this bay the fishermen have built a small boat-pier, of eight perches long, among 
the rocks, it has only seven to eight feet water, but accommodates a few boats, having two cutters, 
ten smacks and wherries, besides yawls. 

A better situation would be nearer the castle, so as to cover the fine sandy cove of tivo acres, as in 
the .aunoxed _p an ; the expense of which would be about £500. A second little pier from the castle side 
would add still more to the quiet of this place. 

After a short interruption of rocky shore -we arrive at Tara Bay, the best situation for a harbour on 
all this coast. It is already naturally sheltered from all winds but north-east ; and on that side a rock 
ca led Craigaiicly may be built up in the way of a breakwater, which would make this, though only a 
tide-harbour, one of the safest I have seen. It is already much frequented in bad weather by the 
hshiiig vessels, though it possesses few of its own, viz., five yawls and four smacks ; and when the tide 
does not admit ot entering btrangford, would be a good place of shelter for vessels in the coasting trade. 

1 he inhabitants seem to think a small pier from the point next the Folly -house would answer the pur- 
pose ; but as the bottom and depth of water there are not favourable, I would rather recommend the 
plan annexed, which, by covering the whole creek of about fifty English acres, would upon occasion 
protect all the boats connected with this fishery. The inside of Craiganely being deepened will be a 
good boat-quay ; but a jetty may be run out in any other place where a wharf is required. Estimated 
expense ot a breakwater pier in Tara Bay, £3806. 

The coast from i ara Bav to Strangfbrd Loch is rocky and dangerous, and incapable of affording any 
shelter. 1 he south extrcirnty of the Peninsula of Ards runs out in low shares at Ballyquintin Point, 
and beyond that the bar Pladdy, is a sunk rock having eleven feet water at spring ebb, on which there 
IS frequently a heavy breaking sea. The term pladdy, plate, or pladdin, signifies on this coast a flat 
sunk rock. 1 shall have frequent reason to make use of it. When the rock is always above water so 
as to form a low rocky island, it is named a skerry, and when connected with the land so as to form a 
reet, ruiiiiing out across the beach, it is named a share, or sker. 

Between the bar Pladdy and the shares of Ballyquintin, there is a navigable passage called Nelson’s 
Out. It IS rather dangerous for a stranger ; but having been marked by Mackenzie as the fair way, it 
has in all probability been the cause of many shipwrecks. The bar Pladdy is also very erroneously laid 
tcstimony^^^ ^°''^'°’ general accuracy, however, of his charts and soundings, I beg to add my 

The fair way into Strangford is on the west of the bar Pladdy, and is much more favourable than 
Mackenzie has represented. Nor is the violent tide which sets into and out of Strangford, and which 
makes a heavy swell when running against the wind, attended with much danger to persons acquainted 
with this harbour. _ Strangford is besides an important station, for though not much frequented by ' 
strangers, it owns including Porlaferiy, Killylca, and the other places in the Loch, a greater quantity 
of shipping thaii any of the minor ports of Ireland, and is extensively engaged in the fishery, having 
eigity smacks, wherries and cutters, and neai-ly iOO yawls, and row-boats in the Loch. I have, there, 
tore, been at great pains in making a correct chart of the entrance into this Loch, where every known 
danger, and the marks for avoiding them, are carefully kid down ; and shall only now observe that the 
most valuable improvements for Strangford are, first, to place a beacon or perch on Rock Patrick, 
WHICH as the rock is not long covered, will be attended with no great expense, and prevent many wrecks; 
second, to have a harbour-light established on the outer part of Rockan Goose, in which case this har- 
bour may be entered without much risk, even in the night-time. 

In the upper part of this Loch there is at times a . considerable Herring fishery ; there is no need of 
building picrs for the sake of shelter, and there are already small landing quays at Strangford, Porta- 
lorry, JiillyJea, the quay of Down, and Kircubbin ; the last is rather in disorder. Killvlea was built 
by a grant from Parliament in 1765 of £1,200, but is nearly ruined. 

But farther down the narrow, it would be desirable to have some shelter made for the fishing boats 
on the south side, as prayed for by the inhabitants of that neighbourhood ; and this would be tolerably 
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well effected by cutting out a small rock at tlie creek called the Old Port, near the castle of Killiefoi 
the south side, as in the annexed plan, which may cost about £50., though a belter and more aceessi- , 
ble harbour could be executed by building a pier of about eight perches long to the Cathlins Rock, s 
as to cover the sandy covein front of the castle, if the necessary funds could be obtained. The area 
would be about two and a half English acres. The estimate for this last might be £420. 

On the opposite side of the narrow there is a small boat-cove in the bottom of the bay of Barhal ; a 
useful boat -slip could be made here for about £100. The neighbouring skerry-rocks make it inacces- 
sible by large vessels, though they give good security to small ci'aft. 

Leaving Strangford Loch, the point of Killard is all rocky, though a little boat-sound on the south Gun's Island, 
side, called Port Cornish, affords some shelter in certain winds. A landing-slip should be made here 
on the rock, as this would be a valuable pilot-station for Strangford. We have then the sandy bay of 
Benderg, where vessels sometimes stop at anchor under the shelter of Guns Island; the sound be- 
tween this isle and the main only admits small vessels, as the north entrance dries at low water; the 
south entrance, though accessible at low water, is too intricate for a stranger. On the main land side 
is a small pier, just below the village of Baliyhornan, capable of receiving a sloop. This pier has not 
been built in the best situation in this sound ; yet it would be useful to extend it somewhat farther, so 
as to cover two small rocks near its mouth. 

The whole coast, from Tara Bay to Guns Island, is accurately laid down in the chart above men- 
tioned. 



From hence to Ardglass is a hold rocky shore, in which the only boat creek is Sbeopland. 

This little cove possesses two smacks and four yawls. It has very deep water close to the mouth ; the Sheeplimd. 
bottom is foul, but the chiefledge of rock could be cleared out and built into a kind of quay for about 
£100 which would add greatly to its utility. 

Ardglass is a small rocky bay or creek, about 150 fathoms wide, and extending, at high water, 500 Ardglass. 
fathoms inland, with 3 or 4 sandy coves along ils shores, divided from each other by rocky ledges. 

Of these ledges, the outer one on the west side has been built up at the public expense into a kind of 
pier, so as to cover the adjoining cove, of 70 fathoms by 130 at high water, which is properly the har- 
bour of Ardglass. It is provided with a light at the extremity ; and as this place has always three or four 
fathoms at the entrance, it may be run for at night, and especially at low water, which is a great con- 
venience on this coast. There is a stone perch on the end of the adjoining ledge on the west side. 

The remainder of the bay is yet in its original state ; but in the innermost cove, called Kinuners Port, 
which is dry at low water, small vessels may be safe from all winds and sea. 

Ardglass is extensively engaged in the fisherv, it possesses 19 herring smacks, of 20 to 25 tons ; 30 
yawls, besides two packets to the Isle of Man, and four sloops- It is the place of rendezvous for 
the Herring fishery, and for Haddock, Cod, &c. for the supply of the country markets. 

It is to bo regretted, that af'er al! the money which has been expended upon this harbour it is still 
far from. answering expectation When S. E. winds set in, which are the most violent on this coast, 
the deep water being near, a heavy ground-swell runs into Ardglass, and being brought up in a short 
space by the ledge of the pcrdi-rock, is deflected into the cove forming the present harbour ; which 
being so much bounded bv wall and steep rock, becomes excessively turbulent ; the craft thump much 
on the bottom, and can with difficulty hold on with all their tackle ; nor is there any means of escap- 
ing at such tim'es into any of the other coves of the bay, so that vessels are frequently seriously da- 



This violent run might have been foreseen at the first construction of the harbour, and should have 
been prevented if possible ; and it was, perhaps, with a view to this, that the pier was originally de- 
signed to be carried beyond the rock, and a considerable way into deep water, with a jetty near the 
head. This work would have certainly been attended with a great expense. I have some doubts whe- 
ther it would have the desired efl'ect, and it would probably increase the difficulty of turning into or 
out of the harbour. Unfortunately, however, instead of this termination, the head of the pier is now 
formed with a hollow curve on the inside, wdiich is of no use as a wharf for ships, and seems to in- 
crease the evil complained of. 

My ad\’ice would be to cut a passage across the rocky ledge which separates the present from the 
middle harbour, as far as the opening behind Maggy’s Rock, all of which is accessible at low water, and 
build with this a breakwater on the outer and broader part of the ledge behind the perch. The run 
having then room to pass away into the middle harbour, and out at its present entrance, would bo 
vastly diminished near the present pier; and vessels which lie uneasy there might pass away into the 
middle harbour when the tide made, lie behind the breakwater aforesaid, or even go on to Kimmers 
Port. Again, vessels coming in with too much way to luff up clear of the Perch Rock, might go on, 
enter by the middle harbour, and bring up to tlio pier by the new passage. 

I cnn.sidcr the present jetty to be of no use, as the run conies to it from the inside ; but a similar 
jetty on the opposite side might be of some service, or rather the facing up of the rock forming the 
side of the proposed passage, and by quaying the lerlges of the middle harbour, safer and more con- 
venient wharfs would be got than any vet constructed. 

It is evident that this is a work which may be done by degrees ; in all future operations at Ardglass 
it should be kept in view. The excavations at Bangor harbour have already removed four times as 
much rock as I now propose, and all this at the expense of a private individual. 

From Ardglass a rocky shore continues for a mile round to the Bay of Killough. 

The mouth of this Bay between llingfad Point and the Castlo Point is 700 fathoms across; and Killougli. 
nearly half way is a rock of 500 feet long, just covered at high water, wbicb serves as a kind of break- 
water to a good anchorage behind, fit for large vessels ; and which, were the breakwater heightened and 
extended, would be the best place of shelter along all this coast. The tide at high water flows a mile 
and a half inland, forming two bays, of which that on the north side or Coney Island Bay is too open 
for a harbour ; the western, between Coney Island and the village of Killough is spacious and well 
sheltered, though dry at low water. 

This is properly the harbour of Killough, and extends over 100 Irish acres; it is furnished with a 
small quay at the village, which is now in progress of being improved and extended under my direction, 
and when finished will be 500 feet long on the Killough side, with another 100 feet long on Coney Is- 
laaid, having from ten to eighteen feet at high water. There arc some rocks in the Bay, some of which 
will be removed, others perched ; and an accurate hydrographic survey has been made of the whole for 
the proprietor, a reduction of which I have drawn a chart, comprehending also Ardglass and some 
other neighbouring creeks, for the use of the fisheries, which renders the entry of this harbour a matter 
of facility. 
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Portjtvad, Port Alibor, 
aud Clark’s Port. 

St John's Point. 



iiossglass. 



Bundrum Bay. 



Killougli and Coney Island are the property of Lord Bangor and his heirs, who are inclined (o en- 
courage further improvements. It is a considerable port for the corn am! coal trade, having tfieen 
carrying vessels ; it is engaged in the fisherj-, has eighteen smacks and wherries, and twenty-four yawls 
and during the Herring fishery is much frequented by wherries from other places. It has also the onlv 
salt-work in this neighbourhood. ^ 

ihere are twenty-two yawls which pursue the line-fishery for Haddock, Cod, Blocken, &c. on the 
Rigg and East bank, about two miles from the harbour, and afi'ord the chief supply of white fish to the 
county of Down ; they use a small cove without the pier, where they can be readily launched into deen 
water by a slip which has been lately improved for their convenience. ^ 

J he shore along to St. John’s Point is all slate-rock, but there are clefts or coves ivhere one or two 
yawls are kept, at Porfavad, Port Aliber, and Clark’s Port. These places are not worthy of any im 
provemorit, and when Killough is completed will be in a groat measure abandoned. Nothin..- is so much 
wanted for shipping on this coast as a lightliousc on St. John’s Point ; it would be the means of pre 
venting ves.sels from getting embayed in the dangerous Bay of Dundrum, where frequent wrecks take 
place every winter, and at the same time direct them to the harbours of Killough and Ardglass where 
alone upon this coast any shelter is to be found. For although the harbour-light of Ardglass bo useful 
for turning into that pier, it is obscured by the high land, aiitl cannot be seen to any distance aloiiir the 
coast. ° 

Rouiullng St John’s Point, the first place we find worthy of notice is Rossglass, a small boat-creek 
where a rude pier has been made by tlic fishermen, but which is now in disorder. Some place of 
shelter heroaboiils is much wanted, especially in southerly and south-east winds, which make a heavy 
swell and surf along all the Buy of Dundrum; for this purpose no plan seems better than to have a 
small pier made from the r 'ck in front of the old boat-pier at Rossglass: The coves without tliat place- 
are much more exposed ; and further it would bring us too much among the surf. Kossdass has 
smacks and several yawls. 

From Rossglass along the shore to Craigalcc, near Tyrolla, we have low skares of rock ninnino- across 
the strand. 0|)posile Tyrelia this kind of ground runs a good way out to the rocks called tlic Cow 
and the Calf, which, though seldom covered, have proved fata! to several vessels. I have made these 
rocks bo exactly laid down in a careful survey of this Bay, with the depth of water, and marks for 
avoiding them ; the remainder of the shore is a broad beach of clean sand, with down hillocks as far as 
Newcastle. 



The heavy surf all along this shore precludes the idea of forming any artificial harbour. A .small 
boat-pier might perhaps be made on the west side of Cruigalea, as that rock being above hi-di water 
would alfoi-d some shelter. I forbear making any estimate for it. ^ 

Dundrum The Bar of Dundrum having a considerable backwater, viz. about l.-rOO acres, is kept tolerably open 

and though the swell thereon is very heavy, especially in the southerly winds, yet, as this also raises 
the tide, a vessel of considerable burthen may enter the inner liarhour. A quay has been built at the 
village by the Marquess of Down.shire, which seems to answer all the purposes that can be expected 
for that place ; it possesses ten yawls, but can never be of much importance to the fishery. The marks 
for Dun.lnim Bar arc shown in the chart above mentioned 

Ni-wcasllc. Newcastle is situated at the west end of the sandy beach of Dundrum, immediately at the foot of the 

Mourne Mountains ; it is a beautiful and well-frequented bathing-place ; Karl Anneslcy, proprietor. 

A pier was Imilt bore some years ago by public grant, with a view to shelter vessels that might be 
embayed in Dmidruui, and check the smuggling which is extensively carried on along the foot of the 
Mourne Mountains. _ This work is strongly built, though rough ; rather inconveniently narrow and 
high ; it runs out 47f) feet from the shore, in a direction across the hay, and at the extremity has about 
fourteen feet water at springs. It is all dry at low water, and being Just within the surf, when the wind 
comes round to the eastward, the run within it is excessive, so that vessels lie there at a great risk. 

It would certainly be very desirable to have something done for the improvement of this pier. It 
is the only one on the coast from Killough to Carlingford, a distance of twenty miles ; and, were it a 
little more secure, might he of great importance to the fishery. At pre.sent the few j'awls it posse.<ses, 
about a dozen, are drawn up into a little inclosurc at the upper end of the pier, where, after all, they 
are in much danger. A low jetty has been also made by Lord Anneslcy, on the north side, and pa- 
rallel to the other pier. This does not appear to me of great utility in its present state. 

It is evident that with such a heavy swell as in Dundrum Bay, the principal object must be to dimi- 
nish the liead of water which Hows into the pier with every billow, and thon to give it all the room that 
can he bad wherein to expend itself. I presume it is out of the question to look for funds sufficient to 
carry this pier fotward into deep water, and that we must bo restricted to the simplest plan by which 
the present structure can bo ruiiderod valuable. 

I would therefore recommemi that a kaiil should bo built from the pier-head away to the N. E. for 
175 feet, with a jetty, to assist in deflecting the swell from the pier-head off to leeward in thebay.'and 
that a new inner pier .should be begun from the point within the salt-house running towards the' new 
pier-head, and terminating with a slight return when opposite Lord Annosloy’s jetty. This pier to 
be of good breadth, as it will bo the best wharf for Newcastle ; it will require no parapet, and will form 
wilji I,ord .iimoslLys jiier, a kind of inner harbour, in which vessels willlie tolerably quiet. The wall 
which protects the yawls should ho taken away, and the run allowed to spend itself on the slopin"- 
beach lictweon Lord Amiesley’s quay and the present pier. “ 

From Newcastle the coast for some miles exhibits a group of steep moimtaius slopino- down to llio 
water’s edge. Of these Slievo Donard is the highest, being 2650 feet over the sea. lliose mountains 
are idiieily composed of granite, covered sometimes with mica slate ; clay-slate-rocks, however, still 
continue along all (he shore, which affords no place of shelter except for two or three yawls at the 
inouths of the various torrents, which have cut deep gullies in the gravelly banks near the water’s edge. 
Notliing further can bo ofl'ected in tbc way of ai'tificial harbour in this district of Ardglass. 

As wo pass to the southward through this barony of Mourne, the mountains recede a little, and the 
country improves in cultivation, but no kind of seaport or creek occurs worthy of notice cxcentinir 
Aniialong. ’ • i 

Auiialong. I bis little village is situated at the mouth of a considerable mountain-stream, winch, passin^^ sw-iftly 

through a gully in the slate-rock, serves to keep off the swell which otherwise would seem *eady to 
bury the small craft that find shelter within. The inhabitants have cut out a little dock in tlic rock 
on the south side, which, when I saw it, was choke full of little smacks and wherries. Of those, there 
are belonging to the place three decked and five half-decked, containing 166 tons: also twelve row- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COMMISSIONERS OF THE IRISH FISHERY INQUIRY. 



[81 



The entrance, though narrow, is straight and deep, so that by means of leading marks and lights, the 
boats can run in pretty safely. 

The inhabitants of this place have stated in their memorial to the Board the practicability of making 
an extensive harbour of safety here ; but this is quite out of the question. I think, however, it would 
be highly advisable to extend this little harbour by excavating a largerspaee in the skerry rocks outside. 

Estimated expense £1428. 

From Annalong to Greencastle the coast is a low cliff of clay with a sandy beach, on which there is 
no place of shelter ; a good many yawls are however kept on the coast, and employed in line-fishing. 

They are hauled up in all seasons when not in use, and when the wind is at all on shore the risl< of 
attempting the beach is very great. In this space the only place at all inviting is the small bight of 
Derryogue. 

This place is already frequented by the fishing yawls, and is somewhat sheltered by the sunk rock Derrj-oguc. 
called Kellyhunter, against the swell from the southward. The point of the Leestone gives also some 
little protection on the north. A small pier may be built from the south stony point of the bight, in 
the direction of the I-eestone. Estimated expense £447fi. 

As this will be a valuable quay for the town of Kilkecl, and a well cultivated and populous district 
round it, a larger work than the above would probably be found useful. A better winter harbour for 
that district may, however, be made at Greencastle, as explained hereafter. 

I have also examined whether the mouth of the stream of Kilkeel itself was not capable of improve- Kilkeel. 
ment ; at present it is obstructed by a bar of gravel which deflects the current of the river along shore 
to the northward for nearly a mile, and renders it inaccessible even for boats. An attempt was made 
to cut this bar, but not having been judiciously managed, it proved abortive. 

To preserve any artificial cut of this kind it would be requisite to pen up a considerable backwater, 
which mic'ht be occasionally applied in the way of scouring the channel, and for this the mouth of the 
stream above mentioned is not ill adapted, as there is a space of four or five acres, which could be readily 
laid under water. It would be necessary to lay strong groins along each side of the cut, and across 
the beach, of which the western might have a kant off to the eastwai-d, to cover the opening against 
the swell with southerly winds, then by flood-gates on the dam a scour might be made at low water 
whenever it was necessary to clear away any bar at the mouth. I have annexed a plan and estimate of 
a work of this kind in the cheapest form. There is no other place on the outer coast of Mourne where 
any kind of harbour can well be attempted ; I therefore proceed to the Bay of Carlingford. 

This Loch or Bay is about eight miles long, by one to one and a half mile wide, and has steep Carlingford Bay, 
mountains on each side; at Narrow-water it contracts to the breadth of a river, up which the tide 
flows to Newry, a town of about 20,000 inhabitants, and whence there is a canal navigation to Loch 
Neagh. The middle of the Loch is deep, the upper part shallow, and the bottom occupied by an 
immense bed of oysters, of which vast quantities are taken to Dublin and other towns. The lower 
part of the Bay has many rocks and dangers at the mouth; in the best channel there is a bar ail 
across, on which wc find only eight feet at low water springs. There is a lighthouse on the north side 
of the entrance, which is about to be replaced by another now erecting on the rocky shoal on the 
south side. I find the northern tower affords the best marks for navigation, and would therefore re- 
commeiul its preservation, otherwise it is likely that many accidents may occur from mistaking them. 

I have caused a very exact survey of this harbour to be made, and a chart drawn, where the sound- 
ings and all known dangers are carefully expressed ; and I trust it will be an acceptable work to the 
navigation, as this harbour, though it may be entered with facility by means of this chart, is in fact a 
more dangerous navigation than has been imagined. My cutter, although only drawing ten feet water, 
struck twice on sunk rocks, in what has been marked as the fair way, and had to cut and run several 
times from different anchorages on account of violent squalls from the mountains. 

The fishermen of this Bay live chiefly on the southern or Louth side, and are a different race from 
those of the county of Down : their language chiefly Irish : their boats, those long half-decked smacks, 
with falling masts, so commonly seen in Dublin, above Carlisle Bridge. 

Thou'di this Bay is one of the most important inlets of the east coast of Ireland, it is remarkable 
that there is hardly any kind of pier or wharf in the whole of its extent. At Warrenpoint, near the 
upper end, there is a tide-dock, having about 500 feet of quay on the eastern side, somewhat out of 
order. It was built by a Parliamentary grant in 1767, and is still capable of receiving a brig. At 
Carlin'^ford there is a small pier, and some quay-wall along shore. There is also a small boat-pier at 
Rosstrevor, belon"in<^ to Colonel Ross, and this forms all the accommodation on the shores of this 
Loch, which is nine miles long. 

A mile and a half below Rosstrevor we find the first fishermen at Ballyncdden and Killowen. 

There are a few Herring boats here, for whose use a landing-quay would be desirable, as also for Ballynfiddoa. 
the service of the neighbourhood. The natural cove of Ballyncdden, containing two and a half statute 
acres, might be qnayed along one side, with a small jetty, for about £250 as in the sketch annexed. 

I believe, however, the pier would bo more useful somewhat higher up, at Killowen, where there is Kflloweu. 
pretty deep water within the gravelly point, and a jetty should be run out from the opposite side of 
the cove, for about 200 feet to low water, which would admit a coasting vessel, at an expense of about 
£500. 

From hence wO cross the broad shallow strand of Milbay, to the Hole at Greencastle Point. 

Here there is an excellent situation for a quay, and the best in the barony of Mourne, sheltered by Greencastle Point, 
a rock from the swell down the Loch, and by the Green Isle to seaward. 

I have only estimated the expense of a short jetty on the rocky point, but the quay may be pro- 
longed to any extent along the gravelly beach ; and the ebb from Milbay will always keep it clean, or 
even, if necessary, be made to deepen the channel. Estimated expense, £453. 

As this place will be the most convenient situation for a ferry across the mouth of the Bay, there 
ought to ho a corresponding ferry-slip at Greenore Point, which would cost £150 ; the distance is 
nearly a mile. 

Below this there does not appear any situation capable of being converted into a boat-harbour, 
though it would be desir.able to have the inside of the iedgo at Soldiers Point faced up so as to be a 
landing-slip, as this is the pilot station, and the lowest anchoring place in this bay is just in front of it. 

The bight, inside of Cranficld, seems too shallow, and too much in the swell of the bar for a place of Crauficld. 
shelter, but a little boat-pier might be made in that on the east side of the light, and being outside of 
the bar, would at times be very useful for the fishery. 

Co. Louth. 

The Carlingford sailing-boats lie off shore opposite the village, in a sandy bay, which could be pro- CnrlingforJ. 
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R On the other parts of Ho Louth shore the jawls are haoleil up into little cuts in the hank . o,.rv 

Village has a few. But exceptmg Carlingford, there is no other place where an artificial harbour cou^ 
be made «ith propriety. At Bellaggan Point, about sixty years back, a pier was attempted at the ex- 
pense of Mr. Macneil of Bellaggan, for boats. It L now a total ruin, nor could it be turned to anv 
useful purpose. If any thing ol the kind is wanted for that neighbourhood, it should be about a quar- 

tho His«rt|°forlb™ »' S'“‘ >» »■« p«t of 

To tlie southward of Carlingford an extensive district of coast, along the counties of Louth and 
Meath, IS at present almost entirely destitute of shelter. The Bay of Dundalk is about seven miles 
across, and runs seven miles inland. The north side, from Coolev Point to the bar, is a bluff of clav 
and gravel, with a beach of slungle and boulder, though there are also portions of sand. At low wate/ 
the west and south sides exhibit an exlensdve strand, about a mile broad, of clean firm sand. Acros^ 
the mouth of this bay, from the moat of Cooley to Dunany Point, there is a ledge of rocky ground 
wi h seven fathoms water about the middle, but towards the ends rock appears at spring e4fhalf a 
mile from the shore. Hus rocky ground may be considered a continuation of that along the shore of 
Mourne, and across the entrance of Carlingford; within this we have patches of gravel, with one or 
two beds of oysters, winch are so large and firm, that tho usual dredges of Carlingford can n-ith diffi 
thc'ied-m portions admit of trawling, though that'eau be seldom practised within 

On the outside of the ledge, Maguire’s Bank runs in twelve and thirteen fathoms, between Clogher 
Ideacl and Cranfield, firm muddy sand, and good trawling for Flat-fish and Haddock, from Cloaher 
Bay until you bring Mount Oriel on Barmeath Windmill. After that there is a piece of shiiTele 
I here is another piece of shingle in Clogher Bay, at the S.W. end of this bank, about half a mile 
square, and one mile off shore ; nearer Clogher Head is clean good anchor-hold of yellow clay. 

Outside of Dundalk Bay, in twenty fathoms, there is also a ledge of shingle, with the dimeiiMons of 
which i am unacquainted, but with this exception you have clean sand all from the Kersrv and Rncki 
bill to bt- John’s Point. 

In cold weather, vh. from October to April, the fish retire to the muddy ground, either in the deeu 
water, or among the stony patches near the shore, and spawn. The only time in which spawn is seen 
on the traul i.s in April and May, but it appears the opinion of fishermen, that much damage is done 
a ong the sandy shore by the use of shoulder nets, which are a kind of bag net carried alons the shal- 
low water by one or two men, by which multitudes of small fry of Plaice, Haddock, &c. are killed. 

Crreat quantities of Razor-fish are taken in the strand of Dundalk, by means of a barbed iron rod 
about ihe size of a ramrod for a musket, which is pushed down beside the fish and then drawn up, ’ 
Along the north shore of Duudalk Bay, as there is no hai-bour of any kind, the only boats in use 
are yawds, which may be drawn on the beach, but of these (here are nearly a hundred employed in the 
fishing for Herrings, catching Lobsters on the ledge, and fishing with hook and line in the bay. The 
only place which seems to admit of improvement as a harbour, is at Giles’s Quay. 

Here there IS a sandy Bay of 20 acres, protected by a spit of boulders, with clean ground outside in 
two or three fathoms, where vessels for Dundalk might wait the tide for the bar. A small pier here 
wou d allorri protection not only to all the boats of the shore, but even to vessels embayed here, and 
would enable the inhabitants to procure fuel on reasonable terms. Their only supply now is turf 
brought from the large bog neai- Newry, a distance of ten miles. There are 8 or 1(J,000 acres of ex- 
ccllent arable land round this place, the property of the Marquess of Anglesey, Lord Clermont and 
Mr. 1 ijiping. •' ’ 

_ A Mr. Giles, about fifty years ago, made a kind of small pier here, capable of receiving a sloop ; it 
IS now a riim. I have given a design for a new one at the same place, which is the best site to be had 
in the whole hay. ] he expense in a rough form may be £3840. Such a pier would admit any vessel 
mat goes to Dundalk, and would cover seven acres. 

Within the bar this shore is low, and has no boats worthy of notice until we come to the Point of 
Dellurgan,^ where there is a fishing village, with several smacks. 

As the inside of this Point makes naturally a well-sheltered harbour, it would be useful to have a 
small quay built there for the accommodation of these boats, and of the district east of Dundalk, which 
might be done at a trilling expense, say £200. 

I lirec smaO rivers fall into this Bay of Dundalk, and preserve in some degi-ee their channels across 
me strand. Of these, that passing Dundalk is the best, and admits large merchantmen at spring tide 
It 2 s regularly perched. l s 

Annapssin, below Castlebellingham, admits sloops. It has no quay of any kind. 

Ihe 1-ane, below Lurgan Green, makes hardly any channel. It would be possible to produce one 
by jetties and sluices, but I conceive the discussion of improvements of this kind is foreign to the im- 
mediate object of this report, as these places neither possess at present nor are they likely to procure 
any boats for the purpose of the fishery. 1 cu e 

I shall merely observe, therefore, that a small boat-pier would be desirable at the point of Haggards- 
town, for Ihe use of the yawls about Black Rock and Lurgan Green. Another should be made for 
the same purpose at Saltcrstown, between Annagassin and Dunany. 

As these piers would only be accessible at high water, it is unnecessary to prolong them to any 
great extent across the strand, or to expend more on their construction than two or three hundred 
pounds. 

A pier of this description was built at Dunany Point a good many years ago, by Mr. Jones, for 
c use 0 Ins boat ; it is now in ruin, but would be useful if restored. I should recommend it to be 
placed nearer the head than the former site, as it would give better shelter by being turned more to 
es war . le expense and dimensions of a good pier here would be much the same as that stated 
1ft north of the bay, and it would be even better adapted than that, as a station 

lor the fishery, being more to seaward. 

Rounding Dunany Point we have an open sandy beach for three miles, then skerries of slate com- 
mence, but without any shelter to Clogher Head. 

On the norlli side of tMs head there is a natural little cove in the rocky cliff, about eleven perches 
by lour at high water. The entrance is only twenty feet wide, and all dry at low water, yet this place 
possesses five stout whe rries, four smacks, and one building, besides thirteen yawls. The village con- 
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tains about 600 inhabitants. They are much distressed for want of a larger harbour, and, in conse- 
quence, it is now not uncommon for eight or nine men to go a fishing in each yawl, who would other- 
wise procure wherries, they say, were there a place to keep their vessels. The present little harbour is 
on the property of the diocese of Armagh. It is incapable of any enlargement or improvement. 
B.ut about half a mile to the westward, at St. DenU’r Well, a better harbour could be constructed, 
of an extent of six or eight acres. Here are some ruins of a pier, which was attempted about a 
century ago. The entrance seems to have been injudiciously designed, being full of sunk roc .s, from 
which cause it is said never to have been finished, but as it is almost the only place for a fishing harbour 
along the whole coast of Louth and Meath, and possesses a good roadsted in southerly and westerly 
winds, I have thought it desirable of particular attention. 

I should recommend that the entrance be made on the north side, in a gap looking towards Dunany 
Point, and where we have three fathoms water within a few yards ; a small expense will clear out this 
gap to low water; and that a pier be then built upon the rock, on the east side, and across the original 
entrance, and the rock along the inside of this pier quarried out to the level of the beach in the south 
entrance ; wdlh another short pier, on the north side, from the new entrance to the little (ireen Isle, 
and the space filled up from that isle to the point west of it, thereby inclosing nearly eight statute 
acres at high water, or double the space originally projected. The bottom of this harbour will be ex- 
cavated considerably for the materials required in building and filling the piers, so that we will have at 
least twelve feet depth at high water. Estimate for the harbour £2316. 

With such a pier as this to run to, any vessel might safely ride on the north of Clogher Head in 
southerly winds. For if the wind should come round to the eastward there is no great doubt of her 
being able to hold out until the tide made ; and if ever this place should become of greater importance 
than a mere fishing-station, of which I have little doubt, a very small addition to the eastern pier will 
bring it into three fathoms at low water- 

All the rest of the shore of Louth and Meath is a broad shallow strand, having no natural advantages 
for constructing piers. The only channel across it is that of the Boyne, or harbour of Drogheda, the 
means of improving which need not be here entered on. 
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The northern part of Dublin county is occupied by gently-swelling hills of green stone, of no great 
elevation, but of considerable fertility ; the coast, generally thirty to forty feel high of clay soil, over 
skerries of green slate rock, interspersed with sandy beaches. Between Skerries and Lough Shinny 
limestone begins and continues, with the exception of Portrane Point, where we have a hill of quartz 
rock ; Lainbay is greenstone, Ireland’s Eye quartz. 

There are three considerable inlets, at Rogerstown, Malahide, and Bahloyle, each covered by a 
tongue of blowing sand ; but all of them are left dry at low water, and therefore form only bar-har- 
bours. 

In each of these are several fishing wherries, ami in Malahide a considerable oyster-bed. the property 
of Colonel Talbot. In the chart of this part of the (‘oast 1 have shown sailing marks for these inlets; 
as when entered (hey are safe and well sheltered. 

Inside of Rockabill, Lainbay and Ireland’s Eye, the bottom of the soa is interspersed with patches 
of gravel and rock, and therefore unfit for trawling. Rock-cod, Red Gurnet, and Blockens, are caught 
here hy hand-line ; but this district colled the Coof is chiefly frequented by the fis'ierraeu for bait; 
they lay down baskets or cleaves with garbage, which are soon filled with shell-fish. Outside of this 
is the trawling ground, and beyond that the long-line fishery, as already stated in describing the county 
of Down. 

At Lowther Lodge, or Newhaven, there is a small pier built for the private use of Mr. Filgate, 
which might be enlarged into a useful boat-harbour ; but this seems hardly to deserve further atten- 
tion, being so very near the more important station of Balbriggan. 

The pier of Balbriggan was built by the late Baron Hamilton, at an expense, as I understand, of 
£15,000. He was granted by the Irish Parliament for this work, viz. £1500 in 1761, and £3752 in 
1765. The [resent proprietor, Mr. Hamilton, has also expended considerable sums in supporting 
and improving the structure. The Ballast-Board have built an excellent light house at the pier- 
head. 

The quay is nearly six hundred feet in length, and is frequently completely occupied with craft. 

Imlependent of sixteen stout wherries engaged in the fishery, and several small boats, there arc some 
brigs and sloops belonging to this port, where 80 to 100 cargoes of coal arc commonly delivered in 
one year, besides rock-salt, bark, slates, &c., and extensive shipments are made of grain ami cattle. The 
population of Balbriggan is above 3000. There are two considerable cotton mills, and several flour 
mills on a stream which runs into the harbour, and there is also a salt-work, which does a great deal 
of business. The town has almost entirely originated, and the agriculture of the neighbouriug coun- 
try has greatly extended, since the building of the pier. 

This harbour is clean, with a bottom of soft sand, so that vessels may run boldly for it when there 
is sufficient wafer, which within the pier-head is about fourteen feet at high water springs; it is all dry 
at low water. Many vessels have been saved here in easterly or south-east gales, yet it would still re- 
quire much improvement to make it safe in winter, and various designs have been proposed for this 
purpose. Among others that of excavating a dock ill the upper part of the hai'bour to the depth of 
low water, with a quay on the north side tliereof, which would be more convenient to the town, &c. 

I do not think it would be practicable to preserve tliis depth among so much movable sand, without 
a continual and enormous expense, and would therefore recommend that a pier or breakwater should 
be formed on the north side of the harbour, from the point of the rock under the Martello Tower, to 
witlilu about ten perches of the present pier-head. This would cut off the current which now sweeps 
along that shore and out under (he lee of the pier with all inshore winds, and by which vessels are so 
often carried adrift when entering this harbour, and would send the swell off to spend itself at the 
Martello Rocks. The harbour would then enclose a space of eleven acres, quiet in all winds, aucl the 
run or portion of the billow which would be admitted by the entrance would have ample room within 
to expend and subside. 

But as an addition to the wharf is also wanted, and it might be too expensive to make this break- 
water pier applicable to that purpose, I would further recommend that instead of a quay near the mills, 
which would diminish in too great a degree the area sheltered thereby, there should be a wharf-wall 
and bank behind it, run from opposite the end of Grace’s Lane, or Freeman’s Row, to the middle of 
the breakwater aforesaid, with tunnels and sluices across it, by which the tide-water might be retained 
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Ulr. Nimmo’s Coast to six or eight feet deep in a space of three or four acres between that and the Martello Rocks, and let 
Surocff. ^ off at low water to scour the harbour. I have no doubt but the sand-bank, which now accumulates 
under the lee of the pier, would not only be removed, but the channel into the harbour considerably 
lowered, and the river being led as at present along the eastern pier will keep that quay clear ; the old 
pier-head or jetty may then be removed with safety, and the present quay-walls, if thought necessary 
continued up by the salt works. Estimate for tlie improvement, £4635. ’ 

To the south of Prospect we have a clay cliff, with gravel beaches for about a mile, one spit, called 
Long Legs, runs out nearly half a mile. 

At Prospect a clean sandy bay occurs, where a boat-pier is said to have been made about forty t’ears 
ago ; there are now no traces of it, but it might be replaced for about £300, and would be a useful 
landing place, for boats embayed between Balbriggan and Skerries. 

The coast now tends eastward, with low slate rocks, and then a sandy bay to the point of 
Skerries. ' ‘ 

^ This is the most considerable fishing village on the east coast ; it has nearly eighty smacks and wher- 
ries; a population of about 3000. There is a good pier of 420 feet long, which was built in 1755, 
party at the public expense, Parliament having granted at that time £2000, and in 1767, £1500 tol 
wards the work ; and it was proposed to extend this pier into ten feet wa'er at low water; since that 
time, the pier having fallen into decay, the present proprietor Hans Hamilton, Esq., has had it effec- 
^ally ropiired and somewhat extended; it is now in good order, though rather small for the trade. 
The round form of the head also is complained of, as permitting the sea to tumble in alon^ the pier • 
this could be corrected by a jetty, at an expense of £400 to £500. ° ’ 

The bay or road of Skerries is clean, of easy access, and affords good shelter in southerly or west- 
erly winds; it would be very possible to convert it into an excellent safety-harbour for this coast, by a 
mole oil the ledge called the Cross, and turning off to westward, or by prolonging the pier into deep 
water. 1 presume it is unnecessary to estimate the expense of either of these improvements. I have 
laid down on the chart of Dublin coast the sailing- marks for Skerries. 

!or a mile to the south of Skerries we have a low sandy shore, the beach extending at low water 
off to Sheiiick’s Island ; the limestone country then commences near Hacketstown ; the shore is a cliff 
for one mile farther, to the little bay of Loch Shinny. 

This inlet is about a quarter of a mile square, and affords perhaps the very best natural situation for a 
harbour along the whole coast of Leinster. 

1 hough it seems to have been known to the Danish invaders, as there arc remains of an intrench- 
mcnl across the Peninsula on the south, it has been comparatively neglected in latter times ; there is 
^ vdlage of any consequence upon it, and only three or four yawls. In 1771, the then proprietor, 
Mr. Dempsey, petitioned Parliament for aid to extend a pier he had begun here at his own expense, and 
of winch he had completed eleven perches with a return of five perches. Although a favourable re- 
port was made thereon, the work was not prosecuted, and it is now a total ruin. 

To complete the shelter at Loch Shinny, it would be necessary to form a breakwater on the ledge of 
rock where the old pier was begun, so as to raise the same above high water to within twenty perches 
m the point near the Martello Lower; there is plenty of materials of the best description on the spot. 
Jetties may then be run out in any convenient part of the bay, either from the shore or the breakwater, 
lor landing or .shipping places; the harbour will have fifteen feet into it at low water, and a fine clean 
otfom of sand over an area of about forty English acres. Such a breakwater might be made for about 
£20 per running yard. Estimated expense of the works, £12,000. 

But even if this should not be undertaken, I am still of opinion this bay would afford the best place 
ot protection for the Rush fishermen, by running out a pier from about the middle of the south side in 
a direction north by compass for at least 15 perches, which would be done for about £1,200, to £2,000. 

I he water is considerably shallower at the site of the old pier, but in other respects that would be 
also a useful work if restored. The chief advantage of Loch Shinny is the excellent roadstead afford- 
ed by iho bay in all but east winds. 

I-rom Loch Shinny to Rush is a sandy bay, interspersed with low ledges of rock, one of these af- 
fords some shelter to the little harbour of Rush against northerly winds ; it has been heightened by a 
slight bi eakvvateT, built by the fishermen, but not sufficiently to keep off the sea at high water of spring 
tides. The pier only admits small craft it was built by Sir Robert Echlin, a predecessor of the pre- 
sent proprietor, and has lately been repaired ; the harbour is very confined, but does not seem capa- 
ble ot any material improvement, and is very turbulent iu east winds. There are eighteen good wher- 
ries at this place, which pay annually three guineas toward.s supporting the harbour ; coal-vessels pay Id. 
per ton. When the Rush wherries are afraid of easterly gales they prefer running into the inlet of 
Kogerstown, which affords good shelter when over the bur, and where there is also a small pier for 
landing coals, and accessible by brigs. I have inserted on the chart new marks for the Bar of Ro- 
gerstown. 

On the south side of the bar of Rogerstown a pier was formerly built at Portrane Point. It is now 
^ encouragement for its renewal. From hence, after a mile of 

rocky cliff, we have a burrow of blowing sand for two miles to the inlet of Malahide. 

Lim place has three good_ wherries, and imports a good many cargoes of coal and salt. There is a 
considerable salt-work ; no pier or quay of any kind ; nor does it appear much wanted, as the vessels 
beach easily on the sandy shore, and may ride afloat in the channel In perfect safety if their draft does 
not exceed ton feet. 

South of Malahide a small pier was attempted at Tubbermacany ; it is of no use, being so much ex- 
posed. Beyond that a sand-burrow continues for two miles to the inlet of Baldoylo, where there are 
a tew wherries. The channel is long and intricate, nor is it worthy of attention since the construction 
of the largo harbour of Howth. 

. { of Lambay is distant about two and a half miles from (be coast of the county of Dublin, 
in the vicimty of the fishing-villages, by which the markets of this city are supplied. It is about one 
mile and a half long, one mile broad, and though hilly has a fertile greenstone soil. There is good 
anc or.ige all round the island in five to eight fathoms water, clean ground : but the best road in eas- 
terly winds is to the westward of the island, between the Burrin rock on the south, and the reefs call- 
ed the 1 ailors, on the north, .-ifter examining ail round the island I ihiuk this place is also the best 
or building a nshing-villago and pier. The ground is low and level ; boats and smacks may sail from 

hence when thev would he wir\rl-h/,nnfl .i, . .i u i.. ,, :■ . .. t 

fiv 



when they would be wind-bound in every creek on the main ; they would be at all times from 
nine miles nearer the fishing-ground, and may run hither for shelter, when, except Howth, no 
other phee i.s accessible on the coast. 

I have made out a design for a pier at this place capable of sheltering wherries and coasters. It will 
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le sixty fathoms long, and, with some improvement of a reef of rock on the north side, will cover a 
space of one an<! a half acre at high water, so that from a dozen to twenty wherries may be admitted} 
and if ever it be found desirable, the place admits of considerable enlargement, by making as much 
use as possible of the rocky ledges. It appears that the work may be executed for about £y00, and it 
-B’ill certmnly be of very great use in promoting the coast-fishery. 

Howth Harbour has been singularly beneficial to the fisheiies, for although it has already cost the 
public a very great sum of money, and is yet very far from being perfect, and indeed from the great 
quantity of rock not only within the harbour but also iu the access thereto, is, I fear, never likely to 
answer the public expectation as a deep harbour for large vessels, yet as the depth of water is sufficient 
to admit vessels of the class of wherries at all times of tide, and the situation is convenient to the fish- 
ing-grounds, it has become the rendezvous of all those engaged in the supply of Dublin market. The 
fish are cai'ried from hence by land-carriage to Dublin, and the boats are enabled to put to sea again 
■without delay. Though this be not the only cause of the late great reduction in the price of fish in 
Dublin market, yet certainly it must have materially contributed thereto. And I think it would not 
be going too far to say, that this very reduction will in a few years compensate for the whole expense 
of Howth harbour. It is however remarkable, that after all the money that has been expended, there 
is not yet a boat -builder, carpenter, rope-maker, or blacksmith, in this place. All that appeared to 
ine requisite in this survey with respect to Howth was to make out for the fisheries a good chart of 
the entrance, for although this harbour has now been in use for several years, no chart or smliug-di- 
rections for it have been communicated to the public, and there are several dangers to be avoided in 
entering which have not been sufficiently attended to in the manuscript charts or sailing-marks used by 

the packets. 

Survey resumed ok the North Coast of Mayo. — (Seepage 66.J 

Killalla Bay is nearly a square of five miles each way } the east side is a low water limestone'shore, the CO. MAYO, 
west more varied and elevated, with cHlFs of sandstone alternately with limestone, and has various in- Killalla Boy. 
lets on that side of, the bay ; there are also several extensive rocky shoals ; the bottom is a broad shal- 
low strand, cut off by a range of sand hills from an interior lagoon, mostly dry at low water, between 
Killalla and the Moy river. 

There are two openings across thisrangc of sand-hills, viz. the bars of Killalla and of the Moj’. The 
former has four feet at ordinary ebb, and on the whole is considered the safest, being protected in the 
worst winds by the land to the westward, and the rock of Carrickpadrig, &c. The bar of the Moy after 
great floods has deep water, but being more liable to shift is not to be depended on ; and in droughts 
of summer is often fordable. 

It is only a few years since the bar of the Moy was attempted by vessels of any burthen. Sloops 
now usually ascend to within a mile of Ballina, and measures are in progress to bring them up to the 
town, by cutting a passage across the limestone ledges that obstruct the channel of the Moy. 

This work has been carried on by the funds for the employment of the poor, and promises to be of 
much benefit by bringing the export market so far into the interior. 

Heretofore vesiels for Ballina entered the Killalla bar, and passed by the channel behind Berha 
Island, to the poo! of Moyne, near the Abbey of that name, whence lighters conveyed the cargoes up 
to the town of Ballina. Since the direct navigation was opened, that towm has rapidly increased in 
trade and population, and is now the best on this coast. 

K'llalla is also a town of some consequence, and exports a good deal of corn from the barony of Ty- 
rawley. During the Herring season it is much frequented by the fishing boats, and the Herrings fre- 
quently set within the bar. 

A material improvement was effected on the harbour of Killalla, by the construction of a dam to 
increase the back-water, and a direct cut through the strand below, which has increased the depth of 
water at the pier. 

There are no other towms in this neighbourhood : and these were also of late confined almost en- 
tirely to the supply of the barony of Tyrawley in Mayo, and the adjoining pai't of Tyreragh in Sligo ; 
the roads to the interior, across the line of the Ox Mountains, being so excessively hilly and inconve- 
nient as to be nearly impassable for carriages of any burthen. 

This defect is now in a fair way of removal, as a new and level line of road is nearly completed inlimd 
from Killalla to Ballina, Foxford and Swineford, by which the intci ior country may convey its pro- 
duce to these seaports; and the road is on a scale to admit a Mail-coach to communicate towards the 
Royal t.'aual and Dublin. 

Another line of road has been opened along the North shore of Mayo, as far as Belclerig, and the 
bounds of Erris, which il is intended to connect with Broadhaven. 

A line of carriage road has also been executed on the east of the Moy, from the coast road at Innis- 
crone, on the east side of the bay, to the foot of the pass of Loch Talt. This line is of great impor- 
tance to the fisheries, as giving access to the country near these mountains, and the interior from the 
fishing places of Fulocheny and Inniscrone. 

A branch from the same road is also in progress towards Foxford, through the district of Coolcar- 
nea, which is also opened by another line to Ballina. The roads from the town of Ballina, to the 
quays below it have also been levelled, and similar improvements made at Killalla. 

These works have been made at the expense of Government, from the funds for the employment of 
the poor ; their importance in giving access to the seaports of Killalla bay is evident. 

In addition to those, the Grand .J ury of Ma }'0 some years ago, opened a road from Castlebar to Bal- 
lina, across the narrow part of Loch Conn ; began another from Ballina towards hwineford, on the east 
of the Moy ; and also, by means of a loan from the Consolidated Fund, made considerable progress in 
opening a carriage road Iroin Castlebar through the upper gart of Tyrawley, into the extremity of 
Erris. This road is now nearly completed by means of the Goveriimunt funds, and is of great conse- 
quence to the towns of Tyrawley; which from their vicinity, are the natural markets of Erris, and 
are equally accessible by this road. Towns, however, are no\y rising in Erris itself, as will be seen 
when we come to the description of the coast of that district. 

1 he whole bay of Killalla has been carefully and minutely surveyed and sounded, and proper sailing 
marks adopted for the bars and shoals; this chart is now reatly for the engraver. 

Ihe merchants of Ballina having employed me prot'essioiialy to examine the river Moy, and suggest 
Ae means of improving the navigation, I am enabled to lay down the result on the chart of the bay of 
Killalla, constructed for the use of the fisheries, though the survey of the river within the bar was 
made without any expense to the Commissioners. This chart, from the active spirit of improvement 
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iff. M'mmo’t CoaH afloat in this place, promises to be of gi-eat importance to navigators ; and I trust the Board will loose 
Survey. no time in having it made public. 

The fish, and seasons for fishing, are the same in Killalla as already described in Sligo bay. 

Most of fhe bay is a good turbot bank, especially between the bars ; also off Trakel about August 
following the sand eels, which abound in those strands. Rock fish are found at Carrickpadrig, and the 
shoals near Rathfran ; Cod and Ling abound under Kilrummin and the deep cliffs to the westward. 

Killalla town is situated on the edge of a broad strand, within the inner bay or lagoon, and is 
not very acce.ssible by shipping of great draught; there is, however, an excellent pool in the channel 
Moy, where vessels may lay afloat near the town, and a quay has been built about half way betweea 
it and the town, at a place covered from the sea along the strand at high water by a small green island. 

The pier or quay has been principally built by a small fund raised by the merchants, of la’, for each 
sack of oats exported, and admits vessels of eight or ten feet draught. 

_ A presentment was obtained Sprirg Assizes 1822, Mayo, for making a better road to this quay 
•with a face-wall on the sea side, which in some degree answered as a boat quay, and the foundation 
had been laid of an extension of the pier. 

When the Board allowed £150 to the pier of this place, it did not appear that it could be better 
applied than to the completion of the works above mentioned, which has since been accordingly done 
in the most economical way the smallness of the grant required; by day labour first, under the over- 
seer for the comity work ; and, secondly, by contract with Mr. Rutledge. I'ut, in addition to this 
a material improvement has been effected by means of the charitable funds of 1822. ’ 

As it was necessary to provide a field for the labour of the numerous poor of this place, I directed 
the following experiment to be made, with a view to increase the depth of water at the present quays 
which, having a strand between ihqm and the pool of half a mile in breadth, are evidontiy incapable of 
obtaining such an additional depth by any moderaie extension. I had therefore an embankment wall 
run across fhe strand, from the green island over to the point of the saltwork, thereby enclosim-- about 
fifty acres at high water. This bank rises only two and a lialf feet over the strand, and consists of a 
dry wall of stone, three feet thick on each side, with three feet of puddle between. It is covered five 
feet at high water ; but as it causes the whole of the early flood and latter ebb of the fifty acres to pass 
along the quay, the consequence has been, that it has lowered the channel there about a foot, and 
though not very skilfully made, has stood well. 

As the channel from the pier took a winding course through the strand, (which, although only two 
feet higher, caused vessels often to ground in making or leaving the pier,) I directed a straight ciiannel 
to he cut for about 1.50 yai-ds, which was also to have had a bank of gravel, by way of weir, on the 
■west ; and in order to have the flood to run fairly along the quay, I directed a bank to be made' in con- 
tinuation of the pier, to overshoot the Green Island, and of same height as fhe first mentioned em- 
bankment These directions have been rather imperfectly understood, and were incomj 3 lote when the 
neces.sity for employment ceased, but have on the whole been of materia! benefit. 

The stuff for filling the road to the quay was to have been taken from the front of its sea wall, so as 
to make a boat channel all the way up to the town, which would be very useful to the fishermen. 
This also is yet imperfect. The expenditure on these works was £350, chiefly managed by the Rev! 
Archdeacon Vei-schoyle. 

Beyond Killalla we have a peninsula called Ross, between the inlets of Killalla and Rathfran. It 
is curiously intersected by the sea at high water, and the creeks behind it offer a good object for em- 
bankment, as the soil of them is valuable. There is no harbour or fishery town on it, the inlet of 
Rathfran on that side being an extensive sand; but the back-water being extensive, there is a good 
channel kept open across this sand along the western shore, which, though narrow, is rather safer and 
less broken on the bar than Killalla. A good many yawls belong to Rathfran, which has no quay or 
pier, though an excellent situation for one is to he found at the old salt works on the west side. The 
rock here is sandstone, which continues on a steep cliff, about half way to Kilcummin Head, where the 
linioslone returns. 

Near Kilcummin Head, the cliff is precipitous, and appears to have been undermined by the sea; 
the sand is washe<l in along the shore, and forms a bank of beach round a low alluvial Hat at’lhe village 
of Cloghcr. The inner angle is a landiiig |)lace for yawls, which are hauled over the beach, and £me 
rather of a Larger coiistructi.)n than most Olliers in the bay. It is remarkable as the place where the 
French expedition landed under Humbert, in 1798. The village is extensively engaged in the fishery, 
and supplies most of the neighbourhood with white fish, found near the shore. A smlill harbour would 
therefore be of great use. The neighbouring country is fertile, ami a good deal of produce is export- 
ed to Killalla. I would propose to run out a small pier from the S.E. point, in the direction of Ross, 
to make a cut across the beach within it, and to excavate a dock in the alluvial flat, which is comnosed 
of sanri and bog stuff. The work might cost about £1000, being pretty similar to Raghley, and bein"' 
like Piilocheny, situated without the bars, and much better sheltered against the dani^erous winds”, 
would be of great utility even to large vessels. ° 

Rounding Kilcummin Head we find the sand has blown to a gi-eat extent over the western slope, and 
forms a line of downs, and a broad strand across the inlet between it, and Rathiacken Point ; behind 
the sands is an extensive but shallow lagoon, dry at low water. The channel beiu'^ in the middle of 
the strand, is too precarious to he of much use in navigation, or to admit of irapro\1-ment. although the 
grounds in the neighbourhood are fertile, This bay is called Trakel, or the White Strand, and af- 
ford.s good supplies of flat fish ; several yawls are kept on the western shore below Castle Lacken, but 
they must be hauled up a steep cliff into a paddock near Mr. Burke’s house ; nor does there seem any 
method of forming a harbour at any reasonable expense. 

We are now in a district of limestone, alternating with sandstone, of considerable fertility and great 
population. The roads terminate at Castle Lacken, which is also the last post-office on th'is side! and 
from hence round to Dunfiny Bay, the coast is a precipitous cliff of horizontal beds of limestone, black 
slate and sandstone. 

On the eastern point of this little bay. Is the remarkable insul ated rock called Downpatrick Head. 
The perpendicular cliff affords five distinct sections of the horizo iital strata aforesaid, having a remark- 
able resemblance to the general appearance of coal, tliough I am not aware of any of that mineral hav- 
ing been discovered. '' 

The western side of Dunfiny is lower, with fine quarries of sandstone, fit for building, along shore. 
The bottom of the bay is a broad strand, on which the swell beats heavily in northerly winds. No 
natural shelter exists here for boats, though a good many yawls of the Norway make are kept, and the 
valley is fertile and exceedingly populous. 



Dunfiny Bay. 
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The Board proposed in 1822, to lay out £300 for a boat-pier in this bay. The most favourable situa- 
tion appeared to be at Bunatraglier, on the S. W- angle, near the mouth of the western stream; but 
though an excellent description of building-stone for such a purpose exists ou the spot, I could not take it 
upon me to commence this work, as it could not be made useful without a considerable increase of funds. 

A country road exists to the Bay of Dunfiny from Palmerstown Bridge, on the river of Rathfran; 
another from the village of Ballycashei, runs up the valley of Ballanglen, towards Killalla and Cross- 
jnolina; but the country to the westward, as far as Broadhaven, had not even a footpath before the 
year 1822 ; since that a good carriage line of road has been made by (lovernraenl, ten miles westward, 
to the bounds of Erris, and to the village of Belrierig, and is intended to be continued to Broadhaven. 

From Dunfiny Bay th“ coast to the westward is a precipitous cliff, without any landing place even 
for a boat, for several miles ; the country behind it is for the most part an uncultivated bog, the pro- 
perty oi .John Knox, Esq. of Castlerea; it is, however, capable of easy reclaim, having in general a 
subsoil of gi-eat fertility. 

Some of the ravines exhibit sections of black mould, forty to sixty feet deep, mixed with limestone 
gravel. The same kind of soil continues over all the great moor forming the western part of Tyrawlcy, 
until we arrive at the foot of the primitive mountains which divide it from Erris and Burrishoolo. If 
once opened by roads, and provided with any kind of harbours, this country would soon rival the most 
fertile parts of Mayo. 

To the westward, the coast rises in lofty cliffs of quartz rock. There are two or three coves in which 
yawls are kept ; but being open to the north, and so near the deep, the ground swell breaks heavily 
within them. 

Flat fish are found in those coves, and they have the advantage of the neighbourhood of the Cod 
ground of Bank Bwee, if craft fit for the offing could be kept in them. 

At Belderig there appears a tolerable opportunity of having a small harbour, by running a short pier 
on the west side to cover a cut which might be made through the beach into the stream behind, which 
is pretty level and deep for near half a mile up the valley, and would therefore be a tolerable harbour 
if the entrance could be kept open. 

The cove of Port Terlin has also a few yawls ; but lies too open to admit of any improvement unless 
by cutting a canal or passage through the beach. Six or seven boats only are kept here. 

Port-a-cloy coveis deep, and affords good shelter in most winds in summer, and even from the 
north it is somewhat protected by the lofty rocks called the Stags of Broadhaven, which are about a 
mile offshore : there is a depth of twenty-four fathoms at its mouth, aiiu four fathoms close in shore. 

There are about a score of row-boats in this creek, and the peninsula between it and Broadhaven is 
thickly inhabited ; though the south side near the village of Doonkeehan, is mostly blowing sand, and 
the uplands moor. 

N. E. of the Stags about sixty miles, in fifty fathoms water, is the Yellow Bank, or Bank Bwee, be- 
fore mentioned: it extends from Glynsk Hill, in Erris, about one fourth of the way across to Arran. 
It abounds with Cod and Skate or maiden Ray. 

The whole north shore of Mayo is excellent fishing ground in harvest ; but it cannot be resorted to 
in sailing boats, as there arc no ports to save them. 

Off Erris Head when you open Glanlaid E. N. E. about five miles, is an excellent Ling bank, in 
thirty-five to thirty-six fathoms. Small Cod also abound in the entrance of Broadhaven. 

The lofty coast continues to Benwee Head, and in the detached isle of Kid Island, between which 
and Erris Head we find a bay of six miles in breadth at the mouth, by four or five deep, being the en- 
trance isito Broadhaven. The coast on either side is a lofty precipice, but lowers as we pass up the 
bay, which has two principal arms. 

That on the east side, named Sauffodaeon, receives two considerable rivers ; but is nearly filled with 
sand and barred across the mouth. 

A little on the outside of the bar is a point of land called Rinrua, near the village of Doonkeehan, 
where an opportunity occurs for a small pier. It might be made similar to Tarmon, and would cost 
about £500 to £600. The sand outside the bar, as usual, affords plenty of fiat fish. Thirty or forty 
row-boats are kept about Doonkeehan. 

On the west side of the bay there is a small opening in the cliff, frequently mistaken for Broadha- 
ven. The inlet, though land-locked, is dry at low water, and forms no harbour; it however possesses 
a few yawls. 

Between these two is the proper entrance of the Haven, less than half a mile in width, and four fa- 
thoms water: and within it the inlet continues in a curve form for near seven miles to the Isthmus of 
Belmullet. 

Tlierc are two creeks which dry at low water, as does the upper part of the Haven for several miles, 
but the lower part is an excellent harbour, affording good shelter in three fathoms on soft sand, be- 
tween the points of Rintagel and Inver. On either or both of these it would be desirable to have a 
small landing pier. 

Of these two places, Inver appears to be the most useful, as there is to be a branch road from that 
point along the side of the lake of Carramore to join tlie central Erris road near the outlet of thal. lake, 
which will afford a ready communication to Castlebar and the interior. The strands are also passable at 
low water from hence to Belmullet, and serve as a road. 

There is no other trade in Broadhaven but fishing, and that only pursued in row-boats for immedi- 
ate consumption. Heretofore there were some sailing-boats which carried fish to Sligo, at present 
there are none. The country would appear, from the description by Sir William Monson in his Na- 
val Tracts, to have made very little progress in two hundred years. A better-prospect is now opening 
from the measures taken by Government to open up this country by roads, in explaining which it will 
be necessary to give a brief description of Erris. 

The western part of Mayo, between Achil Island and the north coast is named the Half Barony of 
Erris, though in extent larger than the entire county of Dublin. It is for the most part a low plain 
of bog, on a bottom of mica slate, backed by an amphitheatre of lofty quartz mountains, which from 
Glynsk, on the north coast, pass southward as far as the Isthmus of Coraan Achil dividing this district 
from Tj’rawley and Burrishoole. The mountain range then turns westward through Coraan Peninsula 
and the island of Achil. In the latter they are chiefly quartz, in the former conglomerate sandstone. 

1 he two inlets of Broadhaven and Black Sod penetrate deeply into the plains of Erris, approaching 
from the north and south within 400 yards of each other at high water. The isthmus is called Bel- 
mullet. The peninsular district beyond, about nine miles in length, is low, and where not overblown 
■with sand exhibits considerable cultivation. The population is about 8000, while the main of Erris 
contains 10,000. 
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Through the range of hills before-mentioned the river Owenmore makes its way by a narrow valley 
from the upper plain of Tyrawley to the sea at the lower end of Black Sod Haven ; its mouth is 
called Tulloghaan Bay, and is a haven for small vessels ; but dries three fourths over from the east side 
at low water. Along the valley of this river is the only carriage road yet made into Erris. 

One branch proceeds to it from Castlebar, another from Crossmolina: the former, lately begun by 
the grand jury, has been completed by the funds fur the employment of the poor; it is a level line, and 
ill general skilfully laid out; the other has all the defects of the ordinary country roads. 

Through the valley above-mentioned the original lino has been improved, and after passing the 
mountains, a new line goes off to the isthmus of Belmullet, thence along the west side of Black 
Sod Haven to Elly Harbour. Other branches are also in progress from the same point to the west 
side of Broadhaven, and to the isthmus of Coraan Achil. 

By the former of these branches a communication is opened to the north of Kilialla, and the lat- 
ter unites with a new line, also in progress, from Newport to the extremity of Achil. 

The change produced by the roads into Erris is already very perceptible. Previous to 1798 no way 
existed of entering that country but on foot or by sea ; at least when a horseman attempted the journey 
it svas necessary to have the assistance of six or eight guides on foot to cast the horse at every swamp, 
fasten his leg.s, and haul him over by ropes ; an operation which is to me sufficiently familiar, being 
often i-esorted to from necessity in the course of our expeditions. 

The journey could seldom be accomplished from Balliiia in less than three days ; and il the rivers 
happened to be in flood, the delay might be much greater. The expense, as might be readily con- 
ceived, in money, whiskey, and civil entreaty, much more than it is now to go with carriage and 
post-horses in one day from Castlebar to the extreme part of the Mullet. 

Since the commencement of 1 824 carriages have appeared within the Mullet ; it is not uncommon 
to proceed there from Castlebar in one day, about fifty English miles. 

Mr. Dennis Bingham, a land proprietor, resident within the Mullet, has built a considerable village 
on the north side of Saleen Bay, within the Mullet; and here a small harbour has been begun by 
the Commissioners of the Fisheries. A corn store is also built at the harbour. 

Since March last Mr- Carter, another proprietor, having come into possession of the farm of Bel- 
mullet, has begun another village on the isthmus, which, being accessible by water on eitherside, seems 
likely to become a place of consequence. Already a good store has been built there by a Mr. Ivers, 
and filled with oats and barley ; two cargoes have been shipped this season, several small shojis have 
been opened, and most of the building lots are taken. 

The most important improvement here would be to cut a channel across the isthmus so as to permit 
boats to pass at high water from one haven to the other. As each of the inlets dry to a considerable 
distance at low water, and Broadhaven in particular is shallow at the head, it would be necessary to 
continue this cut for some way through the strand ; but assumingthe depth only of eleven feet, which 
is obtainable very near the shore in the Black Sod Bay, 1 find the cut would have to be about 120 per- 
ches in length, and might probably be executed for about £5,000. The bottom, for part of the way, 
is mica slate rock. 

Ihis cut would permit the passage, in most tides, ofsuch vessels as use the Forth and Clyde Canal, 
and would certainly be a great convenience in the time of the fishery ; but I presume it is unnecessary 
in this place to enter much further into the detail uf probable expense. 

As the tide in Black Sod rises earlier and somewhat higher than in Broadhaven, there would con- 
sequently be a current through the cut which might enable it to be kept clean without lockage ; and this 
current, if not too strong so as to create bars, would probably improve the present channel through the 
upper part of Broadhaven. At all events there can be little difficulty in cutting that channel straight, 
and preserving il by jetties or gravel lining. 

The sound of Achil, though it ebbs so far as to be fordable at low water, permits vessels of the class 
of coasters to pass at high water, and with the proposed cut at Belmullet w'e would have a kind of in- 
land navigation from Westport to the bay of Donegal 

The sea off this coast abounds in fish, being by far the most productive on the Irish coast; and itis 
regularly visited by decked wherries from Skerries, Rush, &c. on the east coast, and by hookers from 
Kinsalc on the south. These vessels being able to stand the heavy sea of the x\tlantic, can run to the 
fishing banks in the offing, and of course succeed better than the country boats. The Skerries’ men 
use long lines, also spillers in summer, and hand-lines in the winter fishery. One of the crew is left 
at some station on the shore to attend to drying the fish, and the wherries come in with the fish caught 
until the cargo is made up, when they make off for Dublin. 

The Kinsale hookers use spiller lines of about 300 fathoms only, being unfit for running the long 
line, but succeed nearly as well as the Skerries’ men. They also bring mackerel nets, which they em- 
ploy at night near the Bell Rocks with good success about Martinmas. There arc no other mackerel 
nets used about Clew Bay. 

The superiority of the wherries .and hookers over the country boats is equally conspicuous along all 
the west coast of Ireland and Scotland, and as far as the Isles of Shetland ; and as these craft are equal 
not only to stand the sea in the fishery, but also to be employed in the coasting trade, and to make 
considerable voyages, they seem to be deserving of encouragement in this maritime nation. 

Exclusive of want of capital there may be one cause for the adoption of small boats on this coast, viz. 
that for the larger docked vessels it is necessary to have harbours with quays, to which they can be 
brought for the purpose of. loading or discharging. Thus, on the south coast from Dublin, where there 
are no such harbours, the boats, as at Arldow, &c. are mostly open ; whereas at the )3ier harbours. 
Rush, Skerries, and Balbriggan, decked wherries and cutters are chiefly used. The open boats are 
also better adapted to the trade in turf and sea-weed, which is the principal occupationfor them when 
not employed in the fishery. 

The white fishery commences on this coast with the season of Lent ; spiller lines are used from Ash- 
wednesday ; bait is procured in tl:e strands, viz., Lug for Cod and Haddock ; Mussels or Whelks are 
unknown, as also Crabs and Scallops. A piece of Herring or other fish is commonly used, especially 
for Turbot, which arc* found in Clew Bay outside the bars, in Achil Sound, and on the other sandy bars, 
also on the great banks of the offing, though seldom sought there for sale, such as i.re got there by 
the wherries being for the most part consumed by the crew, or given away to the gentlemen’s fannlies 
on shore. 

The principal white fish bank is situated between Bofin and Achil, about two and a half leagues 
north of the former, and three from Achil Head. 

You are on it with the Crow Patrick Rock north of Innisturk, and High Island west ofinnisharfc. 
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with about forty fathoms water ; the water on either side, and towards the north-west end, deepens Hy, Nimvto's Coast 
quickly to sixty fathoms, and a bottom of rock outside. Swvei/. 

This great bank seems formed in the wake of Bofin Island, as there is a general northerly current ' i ■ y ' 

from Slyne Head to Erris Head, when three miles from the shore: it is abundantly supplied with all CO. MAYO, 
kinds of white fish, Cod, Ling, Glassen, Mackerel and Gurnet, especially in spring, as also Herrings. 

The Haddock and Whiting got there are only used as bait. 

Whiting, Pollock and other rock-fish, are found near the Bells and other rocks ; tho best bait for 
them is fresh-water Eel; the line put lengthways through them, and the hook out at the navel. 

Onthe2nd ofMaylS23, we found a few boats on the white fishing of Bofin: one sloop fi-om Gal- 
way, one from Cunemara, two or three wherries from Kinsale, and two from Westport, provided with 
long lines and nets. 

North of Bofin Bank, within the Bells, and along the shore of Achil, the ground is principally 
rocky. North of Achil Head, we have a sand-track running up Black Sod Bay affording as usual 
Turbot and flat fish. 

At the Black Rock rough ground, but beyond that lies the Tnniskea Ling bank, extending from five Inniskea Bank, 
to eight leagues to the westward of these isles, abundantly stocked with fish, and much frequented by 
the wherries in summer, with spiller and long-lines ; hand-lines during winter. 

The mark for it is the Minister’s House on Annagh Head ; in forty or sixty fathoms, rod sand. 

This bank is chiefly fished from May to August, and is too rough later in the season for the country 
boats. 

South of Bofin Island the ground in the offing is rough to Slyne Head, within which up to Galway 
Bay, is clean ground, and an abundant white fishery. 

Offthis coast, about thirty miles, or just within sight ofthe high land of Achil island, is the ground Tlic SuufisU Ba«k. 
called the Sunfish Bank ; we are on it with Sleavemore Achil, about E. N. E., per compass; seventy 
to ninety fathoms. 

This bank is remarkable from the break of the tide on it, with ebb and flood, and is supposed to 
be a ridge of land exteiuling from the Blaskets to Erris Head, in about seventy fathoms. Half a 
mile further off we have fifteen fathoms more water, and the increase of depth is also considerable 
within it; the water outside deepens quickly to 100 fathoms and upwards ; and the probability is, that 
this bank is near the edge of soundings. 

This place is frequented in spring by the Sunfisli or Basking Shark, the best season being the last 
week in April or firs,, in May ; they come hither from the north, and are seen from Tory Island to 
beyond the Blaskets ; in fine weather taey come to the surface in the morning and evening, when they 
are pursued and struck with harpoons, for the sake of their oil, of which one fish will yield to the ex 
tent of seven to ten barrels. 

The fish are in considerable numbers together, and easily got at in a fine day ; but the weather at 
this season is very uncertain, and the swell so great, that frequently there are hardly any fish caught : 
in 1822, for example, there were only two killed. 

Should a fine day or two occur, during the season, there may however, be thirty to forty killed, 
but in such a case the fish make off speedily to the south, as the fishermen say, whenever they smell 
the blood. 

Should any stragglers remain, they get so lean as to be hardly worth killing. 

The spear used for striking the fish in this business, is an iron rod of half-inch bolt, about four and 
a-balf feet long, having a movable barb atone end, and a socket at the other which receives a 
wooden handle about six feet long ; betv/een the socket and barb slides a thimble or ring, to which is 
spliced the end of a coil of two-inch line, and which passes through two grummets or loops tied to the 
wooden handle. When prepared for striking, the barb is turned into the line of the shank, and kept 
so by a turn of yarn round the tail, which, when the fish is struck, slips off, permitting the barb to 
turn at right angles, and thus keep the spear in hold ; the handle being then pulled, slips out of the 
socket, and slides along the line when the fish runs it out. 

The animal lies quietly on the surface, and allows the boat to come along side, nor does it make off 
until pierced to the quick ; the wooden handle serves as a buoy when all the line is let out ; many fish 
however are struck without effect, and the spears lost. 

Indeed the whole business appears to be an unprofitable one, the outfit of so many boats as engage 
in this fishery cannot be estimated at much less than £2000 in a season, and besides the loss of time 
of so many people at an important period of the year, the fish caught, even in a favorable year, has 
never, I believe, been above £1200 or £1500, and latterly not a tenth of that sum, and this chiefly 
got by the few decked vessels that can stand out wmting for good weather. 

SKETCH OF THE SPEAR. 




Spear from socket to point feet long ; shank of 1|- inch iron; outer part on a pivot, so that 
when in the fish, it opens as at A : part B rounded so as not to cut the fish when it pulls. The wood in 
handle comes out when the fish goes down, and slides on the rope. C bicket, which keeps the spear 
straight until the fish is struck. 

The northern end of the peninsula of the Mullet is a precipitous and rugged cliff round by Erris- Portifranka. 
head and Ea"le Island, on which the N. W. Atlantic beats heavily into the rocky coves ; the first inlet 
noticeable is Portafranka. This is narrow and rocky at the entrance, and generally with a heavy 
breaker : it is only accessible with southerly and easterly winds ; within, the creek extends nearly three 
miles, but mostly dry at low water, and I do not perceive any situation at which a pier could be made 
of any great service ; though once in, a small vessel is in good shelter. 

The south side of this inlet is formed by the peninsula of Annagh, about three hundred acres, con- 
nected with the main by a very narrow isthmus of sand. This place appears to me capable of some 
improvement, and not ill adapted for prosecuting the fishery : — At any rate it is the only position on 
the west side of the Mullet, the whole shore of which to the southward is a naked beach of sand. 

N 
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Jfr. Nimmo’s Coatt To the south of Annagh-head, about two miles, and nearly as much off land, are the small isles of 
Sieruey. Innisglore and Iiiniskerach. 

' In the middle of the northern open is the heavy breaker called Monaster Ladiri, in the southern 
CO. MAYO. open is the half tide rock, Carriglaharan. The inferior space, of about half a league square, is some- 
what protected by all these; and a vessel may lie behind Inniskerach in tolerable shelter in four fa- 
thoms, good holding ground, though a heavy swell tumbles over the rocky points towards high water. 
This place is not siifBciently known, but may be of service to vessels embayed south of Eagle 
Island. 

Annagh. ^ bight of Armagh is further protected by two rocky ledges running off from the southern and 

western sides, ^^■ithtn the latter 1 should propose a small pier to be built, from which vessels may 
pursue the Inniskea fishery in summer, and in winter they may lay up in great safety in Portafranka. 
The property belongs to Major Bingham. (Estimated expense of the pier, £1000.) 

A fishing vessel here would be within a couple of miles of the rising town of Binghamstown and 
Belmullet, and of course most conveniently situated for communication with the interior 

Should this place ever appear likely !o sand up, it might be advisable to make a cut through the 
neck into Portafranka. 

The range of cliff < n the north-west of Erris, after being broken through at Annagh, seems to re- 
appear successively in the islets of Innisglore and Iiiniskeragh, the Duffer rocks, the isles of Inniskea, 
and the Black Rocks The breaking up or debris of this chain seems to have formed or at least co- 
vered the peninsula of the Mullet, the greater part of it being a naked sand. 

The Wes oflnniskea. The isles of Inniskea are interesting in this inquiry, from their immediate vicinity to the great Ling 
Bank ; the two principal isles are together nearly four miles long, being separated only by a narrow 
sound not fifty fathoms wide. 

The western side is a cliff with several wild coves ; the eastern side, especially of the North Isle, 
is an extensive blowing sand ; but as the isles have a tolerable anchorage on that side nearly opposite 
the sound, it would be extremely useful to have at least a landing pier on one or other of them. 

I have had the harbours on each surveyeil tor the purpose, but neither of them are very well 
suited to our purpose without a very considerable expense, which I suppose is not to be obtained. 

The present boat-cove or landing-place is to the sooth of the little isle of Rusheena, and does not 
therefore communicate with the anchorage at low water, the strand between the isle and shore being 
dry at half-tide; but it may be materially improved by carrying out a pier beyond the present ledge 
of rock about the line of li>w water, say for about £3IKJ. 

The North Isle has a cove which might be materially improved ; but as it is nearly a mile from the 
anchorage, I am of oj)itiion that a small pier at the entrance of the sound will be found more eligible 
than any of them. 

Nackel, The southern extremity of the Mullet rises in a considerable hill of red granite ; several rocks and 

small isles of the same material extend two or tin-ee miles to the westward, on which the Atlantic 
beats heavily in most winds; within these, and somewhat sheltered by them, is a boat-cove atNackel, 
or Lurganian, frequented by the people of Inniskea, and where a lew boats are kept hauled up ; it 
seems too wild to admit of any material improvement. 

Tarmon. Rounding Biacksud Point, or Tarnion, we have a small bight within a spit of stones at the entrance 

of a Sandy Bay. where a little landing pier was begun in lS2'.i. 1 he neighbouring shore affords excel- 

lent blocks of granite, and therel)y gave a temptation to the snperiiitendent of this pier to form the 
face of the quay in hewn stone ; and as might have been expected, the sum allotted for the purpose was 
exhausted ere the pier was made of much use. I do not approve of what has been done here , and 
though this would he a useful place, it as yet only admits boats; and though the work is neatly exe- 
citted, I am of opinion that the best thing to be done for making it a harbour would be to take part 
of it down, and rebuild it according to a different plan at the same place, and make more use of the 
isle or spit ; for the present |)ier being short, and with deep water beside it, it will be difficult to ren- 
der it tolerably quiet without more room for the sea to S|)end away. There is a shallow bight in the 
8])il well calculated for this, or for keejiing boats in,' hut it has been shut out by the present construc- 
tion, and the nolinn of deepening along the pier, which was entertained by Mr. Bald, must be given 
up on account of the expense. The present jetty, for one hundred and twenty feet, being raised to 
high water mark, may stand, and the back of it, fourteen feet wide, walled up with rough stone. The 
portion between that and the isle is yet only about six to eight feet high, to be taken down and relaid 
from the extremity of the isle, at an angle about sixty degrees from the present position, and down to 
low water, firmly paved on the back and end. 

The inner part of the isle is to he cut away to the same line, and the materials laid across the hol- 
low between the east end of the isle and the main as a rough mole, twenty-one feet broad at top, 
sloping three to one to seaward ; a rough parapet wall, similar to that at Cleggan, is then to be carried 
round from the land to the ()ier-head, anti the basin excavated as low as possible. It is chiefiy bog. 
(Estimate of the expense, £674 10, v.) 

This place will then have a tolerable inner harbour of one hundred and twenty feet square, and clean 
ground along the outer pier, which may be extended, if thought proper, at any future time. It will 
be a valuable station for the white fishery. 

There is a considerable population about Tarmon, and the road is now extended to the pier, which 
will always be a convenient place for crossing to Achil or Ballycroy. 

Further up Blacksod Bay we find good shelter on the west, though the lesser bays are mostly filled 
with sand. The only one deep enough for vessels of burden is Elly Harbour near Bingham Castle. 
Nothing has been done here, but a lauding jetty would be of service. 

Saleen. Saleen is one of the sites selected by the Mansion-house Committee for 1822, and a small pier 

was begun under the superintendence of Mr. William Bald, mainly for the advantage of the rising vil- 
lage of Binghamstown, which is built on a regular plan by Major Bingham, and already counts near 
one hundred houses. 

The plan adopted for the harbour is not very favourable, but would answer sufficiently well for 
boats. A kind of rude beginning had already been made on the spot, and the intention of the plan 
was 10 enlarge and extend it. 

When it is considered that the object in building piers within such a bay as Blacksod is not so much 
for shelter as to make landing places convenient to the population, the value of Saleen pier will be bet- 
ter understood. It has made considerable progress, though rather expensively formed, being faced on 
each side with hewn granite from Tarmon Point. 

All the benefit to be expected from this pier will be obtained without a very great additional er- 
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pense: it would be proper to deepen the inner dock, so as to receive a larger class of boats, and to Ur. Kmmo’t 
make a return or kant to the pier-head. The channel along it should also be deepened ; and as the Survey, 

strand runs a great way off, there would be no benefit of importance obtained by lengthening it. I ' - 
consider the work proposed may be done for £378 13s. CO. MAYO. 

Above the point of Ardmore, near Binghamstown, Blacksod Bay is crossed by a reef of rocks, which BelmuUet Pier, 
are mostly dry at half ebb. At the east end is a good anchor^e behind the peninsula of Cleggan, 
with deep water and au extensive sandy bay within : but this place is so much out of the ordinary line 
of communication through the country, that it seems hardly to stand in need of any further improve- 
ment at present. 

Further up, the bay dries entirely at low water ; but the narrow isthmus of BelmuUet hasappeared 
a convenient situation for a village, and in fact one is now rising there, as before observed, with com- 
parative rapidity. About eleven feet water is obtainable here at high water ; and Mr. Carter, the 
proprietor, and Mr. Ivers, have begun a landing-pier, which does not appear, however, to be of a 
very durable construction. This establishment appears deserving of encouragement ; and an expen- 
diture of about £3t)U, of which I doubt not the proprietor would contribute half, would answer every 
necessary purpose. 

Descending along the eastern side of Blacksod Bay, we have little but low bare sandy shores and Ballycroy. 
bog. There are two or three considerable inlets, but all dry at low water. At Kenfennalty Point, 
opposite to Tarmon, is a sandy cove, protected by a point of rock, in which there is some shelter. 

To the south of that, Tulloghaon Bay, which is the estuary of the Owenmore river, forms a na- 
tural harbour, up which vessels may pass for several miles, and ride in safety. Were the road along 
the Ballycroy shore perfected, a ferry pier at Tulloghaon would be of service to travellers, and also to 
the fishing craft; but the southern side being an extensive strand at low water, its value must always 
be limited. 

The remainder of Ballycroy affords liS nothing of interest, though the extensive shallow bay between 
hand Coraan Achil is sometimes a seat of the herring fishery. Two little ferry pier? at the narrow 
would be useful, they would connect that part of Ballycroy with the new Achil road, and be frequently 
of great service to the fishery I have opened a branch line of road down to this place. 

The next district, called Achil, forms an interesting feature in our present inquiry. It is com- Achil. 
posed of two parts, viz., the island, which is the largest on the coast of Ireland, and the peninsula of 
Coraan Achil, or the Hook of Achil, connected with the main by the narrow Isthmus of Molyrany. 

Sir Neal O’Donnell is the chief proprietor, the Marquess of Sligo has likewise some proportion 

The Island of Achil contains 22,500 Irish acres, eighty miles of coast, and a population of nearly 
4000 souls. It is chiefly composed of lofty hills of quartz rock, especially on the north and west 
sides, with large flat bogs opposite to the main ; little of it is yet cultivated, and there are no roads, 
though one is now in progress through the peninsula and island, at the public expense. 

Sea-weed and shell-sand abound on the shores of Achil, and are applied to the potato crop ; and the 
isle possesses about one hundred boats of various kinds. The fishery, however, though abundant in 
the neiahbourhood, is little pursued by the Achil boatmen, their chief employment being the carriage 
of turf to the shores of Westport. The Clew Bay fishers consider the Achil men as quite ignorant of 
the business of the fishery ; however,' by the rod and hand-line they contrive to catch enough for their 



own consumption. 

The population is chiefly congregated in large irregular villages. 

The western side of Achil is mostly a cliff, and the few coves too wild to admit of being made boat 
harbours, without works of greater magnitude than have yet been undertaken by the Fishery Board. 

The eastern side, on the other hand, at least within the sound, affords shelter almost every- 
where. 

A powerful tide runs in the sound at the narrows, called the Bull’s Mouth, between Achil and In- 
nisbegil. The southern part of the sound is fordable at low water, and as this will necessarily be a con- 
stant thoroughfare, the roads on either side having been directed to it, it seems the natural place for 
establishing any thing like a village or sea-porf town. The ferry quays will be of some service in that 
way. Salt-works were at one time established at this point. 

At the south end of Achil is a smaller island, called Achilbeg, the channel between dries at the west 
end at low water, but the east end forms a natural anchorage, safe in ail weathers. 

This being one of the stations selected by the Mansion-house Committee, a small pier was built 
there in 1822, on the main Achil side, under the superintendence of Mr. William Bald, and is com- 
pleted to near low-water mark ; it will become of more consequence when the roads in progress 
through Achil are brought up to it. 

The harbour being frequented by coasters, makes it an object of importance to have a proper landing 
place. 

On the ocean side of Achil, though it would appear very desirable to have some harbour constructed b 
for small craft, there are no situations which I can recommend as fitted for a winter harbour ; the best 
appears at Keem, near Achil head, and would be formed by a pier of two hundred or three hundred 
feel long, jutting from the southern end of the strand nearly in the direction of the meridian. It 
would cost at least £1,500. 

The peninsula of Coraan Achil is a mountain of conglomerate sandstone, with flat bogs on the 
north shore ; it is more barren, and less peopled than the island ; though about half in extent, the po- 
pulation is not above a seventh, viz. six hundred. There are uo harbours ou the south side of Coraan 
Achil, which is a material disadvantage to the fishery of Clew Bay. The only place where one seems 
practicable is at Doobeg, behind the spit of Boulders, at the mouth of two mountain streams; the 
passage should be cleared out, and a breakwater of rough stones formed on the west side, on a small 
landing jetty within The expense would be about £6U0. 

After this an opportunity occurs of forming a harbour at Poalnagorrin, where the low reefs and in- 
lets of limestone commence, at the foot of the sandstone mountains, near the isthmus of Coraan. 

A passage of fifty yards long, ten wide, and three deep, — one thousand five hundred yards, at 2s.— 
£150 — being cut across the reef, will allow boats to pass into an extensive inlet or lagoon within, 
thereby making an excellent place of shelter, and the most to seaward on the north side of Clew Bay. 

This I ne inlet is from twelve to fifteen miles long, about seven broad, nearly all clear of danger; c 
the mouth of it is co.ered for one third of its breadth by Clare Island, and the upper end abounds in 
a multitude of safe harbours and roadsteads ; there are, however, none upon tlie northern or soutiiern 
sides. ' 

These shores are chiefly bold and rocky ; the northern has just been described ; the southern is a 
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shivery quartz rock, with serpentine, and, towards the western end, granite. The district is named the 
Baron)' of Morisk. 

The remarkable peak, Croaghpatrick, rises from the south shore to an elevation of two thousand six 
hundred feet ; from its top we have a beautiful prospect of the neighbouring bay and islands, with the 
amphitheatre of mountains of Erris, Burrishoole, and Cunemara. 

Behind Croaghpatrick the country is mostly bog, upon slate rock; but cultivation is advancing ra- 
pidly by the encouragement of the neighbouring market of Westport; limestone being brought on 
horseback by farmers from the beaches in the head of Clew Bay. 

The southern part of Morisk rises into steep mountains of slate and porphyry, of which Mulred, two 
thousand eight hundred and fifty feet in height, is the highest mountain in Conaught. 

Morisk is divided from Cunemara by the long narrow inlet called the Killery Bay or Harbour. 

A tolerable road exists along the north side of the Morisk to the village of Louisburg, and thence 
along the western shore nearly to the mouth of Killery. A carriage road has been made from West- 
port to the village of Bundurragh, on the north side of the Killery, and a new line is now nearly com- 
pleted from Westport to Leenane, at the head of the Killery, and into Cunemara and Joyce’s 
Country. 

Thu interior of Morisk is nevertheless still in great want of proper lines of communication, though 
the Marquess of Sligo, who is the chief proprietor, is making considerable exertions to remove that in- 
convenience, by employing the small tenantry in making narrow roads through their respective farms. 

The west and north-west of Morisk affords us no favourable opportunity of making any kind of har- 
bour, excepting within the point of Oldhead, under the western head of Croaghpatrick. This place 
was adopted by the Mansion-house Committee for the construction of a pier, wMch was begun here in 
1822, and made considerable progress ; the front was made in sandstone, hewn ashlers, brought from 
the opposite shore, and in that mode it could not be completed for the estimated sum ; but as this is 
the only anchorage in the outer part of Clew Bay, it would bo an object of great utility to the trade 
of Westport, and especially to the fisheries, if completed. 

For this purpose it is chiefly necessary to make a return-head to the present work, raise it acourse, 
pave it, and give it a parapet. 

It has been proposed to extend this pier one hundred feet farther ; but I conceive such an extension 
would be of little service, as it could only give an additional foot of water, and there are now fourteen 
feet at high water along the pier, which is more than at Westport or Newport. 

An opening into a small pond near the base of the pier might be of some service, either as a dock for 
laying up boats, or for penning up a breakwater to scour it clean of sand. There are some small points 
of rock which should be cut away in the course of the operatitn to low-water level. Estimate for 
completing Oldhead pier, and adding a kant, 40 feet long, £466 16.?. 3d. 

The upper part of Clew Bay is occupied by a congeries of small isles, nearly one hundred in nnm- 
ber, among which and the adjoining creeks and inlets of the main are a variety of safe roadsteads and 
harbours, capable of admitting vessels of all classes. 

It ivould be impossible by description alone to convey a proper ideaof these valuable harbours ; and 
as Mackenzie’s chart of them is imperfect and erroneous, I have annexed a new and valuable delinea- 
tion of them, taken from Mr. Bald’s survey of the county of Mayo, on which the soundings taken for 
the Board of Fisheries are carefully laid down, and by the help of which any person may navigate this 
curious labyrinth in safety. 

These isles are composed of a deep loamy soil upon a basis of limestone, and are all fertile and well 
cultivated ; a great many of them, especially on the north side, are accessible at low water. The 
towns of Newport and Westport are built at the upper end of two of the furthest inlets, and are pro- 
vided with quays, to which vessels of nine or ten feet draft may come at high water, and of twelve feet 
at springs. The latter town is the principal market, though distant about a mile from the quay. It is 
well built ; has a population of about five thousand ; exports about ten thousand tons of corn per an- 
num, besides kelp, linen, &c. ; and sends a good deal of cured fish to the interior. Useful boat 
quays and wharfs may be made at many other points among the inlets, but they are not all necessary 
for shelter ; I shall only describe the most important stations. 

The entrance into Newport is spacious and direct, but several islets and rocks are to be observed as 
we pass upwards ; and it seem^ the best adapted to large vessels, there being several good roadsteads 
on either side within the isle. ^ A large vessel entering at low water must avoid the shoal ground off 
the entrance, on which there is only two fathoms. 

Iniiisgo wia Harbour, on the right hand, is within the island of that name, stretching eastward about 
a mile, with clean good ground in three to eight fathoms. The channel into it is along the north 
shore of Iniiishee and Innisgowla Isles. 

The former haying a remarkable clay cliff on the west side, of about ninety feet high, is readily 
known. Keep this cliff E. shutting in the Isle of Innisfeash, you pass south of the shoal above-men- 
tioned ; ^ then a little clear of the two isles until you pass Innisgowla. From this harbour a passage ex- 
ists at high water for vessels of twelve feet or under within the isles towards Westport, which may be 
traced on the chart. 

Above this, and on the same side, is the harbour of Innisturk, between that isle and the peninsula 
of Ross, with two to eight fathoms good ground. Take either side of Innislavkeil, but on the south 
keep within one third of it to avoid a rock one third from Inniscuttle. which dries at low water ; keep 
mid channel in the other sounds. In this harbour the deep water approaches closest to the main land 
near t le village of Ross, and a landing-pier there might be advantageous, especially for sharp vessels. 

On the opposite side of the Newport channel is another excellent roadstead, capable of a number of 
large ships, with good anchorage from two to six fathoms ; you pass it along the isles forming the north 
side of the Newport channel, so as to avoid the rocks and breakers in the middle of the entrance. 

Within this to the northward is the harbour of Rosstrunk, well sheltered, and good ground over 
nearly a square mile, but with two to three fathoms only, and therefore best for small vessels, which 
may go farther up the bay to Newport and Burrishoole, &c. at half flood, the water becoming .shallow, 
ground in the way, they will receive no damage, the bottom being soft mud. 

Tho^ inlets to the west of Rosstrunk arc mostly dry at low water ; but near the western" extremity 
of the isles on that side k Roe Island Harbour, within the isle of that name, which, though small, has 
depth of water for any ship ; good ground. Iloe Island is easily known from the steep day cliff on the 
south side, but there are several rocks and shoals in the neighbourhood of this island to be attended to. 
which arc accurately laid down on the chart. 

North of Roe Island, one mile, is a little islet or ledge called Mynishbeg, about one hundred and 
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fifty fathoms from Myoishmore isle, which is of considerable importance, being much frequented dur- 
ing the fishing season by the boats from the north side of the bay. It is a semicircular beach of stones, 
the middle of which only is covered at high water, and within it is an excellent anchorage on blue 
mud, with four fathoms close to the shore, sheltered on all sides excepting when the swell tumbles 
over the middle at high water 5 this part ought to be raised to high water level, which would cost 
not more than £100 ; — a single wall on the inside, backed with stones, would answer also as a boat 
quay occasionally. 

To the north of this, at the east end of the peninsula of Coraan, there is an an inlet which a small 
expense would convert into a useful boat harbour. For this purpose it is necessary to cut across a bar 
of limestone and boulders for about one hundred feet, and down to low water, to admit boats with the 
tide. This place would be two miles to the westward of any of the creeks among the isles. 

Two miles farther west, on the shore of Coraan Achil, or Tuinard, a small stream from the hills 
falls into the sea at a place called Doobeg, forming at its mouth a shallow inlet or lagoon, covered by 
a shingle bank, as already observed. The east end of this maybe deepened and quayed for about £600, 
and it would thus form a useful harbour for small craft on the lower part of the north shore at a mo- 
derate expense. Something of this kind is much wanted there, and no other place affords any oppor- 
tunity for it. 

Off Doobeg two miles is a shoal called Thanny-oar, with only feet water ; the rest of the 

bay is about fifteen fathoms deep, chieflv clean sandy ground, affording Turbot and other flat fish, also 
Mackerel in plenty among the isles ; the bottom is mud, and there are three reefs or ledges of rock about 
a mile or more west of the isles, on which rockfish are caught : these are Loarbauu and neighbouring 
rocks to the west of Roe Island on the north sides ; Clogcormick in the middle, a ledge stretching 
west from Inuishee and Davilan, and Carrigadilisk near the south side, between Oldhead and the 
entrance to Westport. 

But the most valuable fishing in tliis neighbourhood is outside of Clare Island, on the banks of In- 
nisturk and Bofin, before described. This fishery is, however, little pursued from Clew Bay, a 
few boats only being employed at Westport, mainly for the supply of the town. 

The islands and channels 011 the Westport side of the bay are protected from the sea by a very sin- 
gular breakwater of shingle and boulder stones, which with little interruption runs from the entrance 
to Newport Harbour at Innishee Island, all the way to the southern shore under Croaghpatrick. 
There are in this line of beach six openings navigable ; but by far the most important is that of Beul- 
naserona, nearly in the middle, which forms tlie ordinary channel to Westport and the anchorage be- 
low, and which is marked by a small lighthouse on the northern beach, built and supported at the 
expense of the Marquess of Sligo, since 1807. 

The entrance is two hundred and forty fathoms wide, and six fathoms deep in the naiTOWs ; but 
there are shoals on each side, extending on the north side two hundred to three hundred fathoms, N. 
W. by W. of the light, and on the south side, Dore Innis, nearly half a mile in the same direction to 
seaward, which must be carefully avoided. The intermediate channel is clear S. E. by E. 

When within the entrance a vessel may anchor any where behind the bar of stones on the south side, 
called Dore Innis, on mud, in two fathoms or less, and this is the ordinary place for vessels trading to 
Westport. Or by going on, and turning round the east end of the isle, on the north side, you enter 
the harbour of Innis Gort, completely sheltered on all sides, in three to five fathoms. A pai't of the 
beach on the west side is covered at high water, but not so as to disturb the anchorage. 

If we pass Innis Gort entrance, we may run round and anchor behind the isle on the left, called 
Innis Lyre, in two fathoms or less ; that depth continues all the way to the shore of Rossraunea, and 
up behind Cullenmore Island, in which direction there is a channel for small vessels to Innis Gowla 
Harbour, and Nexvport, as before described ; but the deeper water is from the harbour of Innis Gort, 
between Cullenmore and Mynish Island, and between this last and Mynish-beg, and then avoiding the 
rocks of Carigeenafranka, and that to the west of Innis Cuttle. 

The channel to the south side of Innis Lyre has a sand-bar, with three feet water, and those fur- 
ther in are rocky, and only fit for boats at high water ; vessels running up to Westport, therefore, pass 
outside of Innis Lyre, through Dore Innis roadstead, between the Islets of Innis Laughan and Innis 
Imael; hence a clear channel, with five feet, to between Innis Gowla and Innis Raher where an an- 
chorage exists with two or three fathoms. 

There is another passage to this anchorage, as will be perceived by the chart ; viz. by the south 
side of Innis Raher, through the narrow entrance between the point of Bertra and Innis Dagh, or by 
the north side of this last island : but this passage is move intricate for a stranger. 

From the anchorage last mentioned, a passage lies on either side of the shoals called Glashelon ; 
that on the south is the most direct, and marked by perches ; betweeti it and Annagh-head is shallow, 
with only three feet water, but off the head small vessels may lie in eight or nine feet, whence the wa- 
ter shallows to the rocky entrances of Westport Harbour, between Rosslea and Rossbeg, where there 
are two distinct channels marked by perches, a bunk of rock, dry at low water, lying between ; after 
which the channel up to Westport Quay is clean, hut nearly dry at low water. 

This quay is extensive and well built, though still unfinished ; it has not above ten feet at high 
water. 

The extensive inlet below, though very safe, is not capable of much improvement ; but a good deal 
would be gained by a breakwater out to Wallace’s Rock, and by blasting out the channel at its head 
for two or three feet deeper, and forming a scouring basin. 

I have therefore made an estimate for these improvements; the cost would be several thousand 
pounds, and they do not seem to come under the province of the Board of Fisheries. 

Having already described the pier of Oldhead, the only station on the south coast which seems to 
admit of improvement, I shall, ere we pass the Killery Bay, take a short view of the isles in the 
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Clare island lies in the mouth of Clew Bay, of a triangular shape, about four miles long, and con- ciare Island, 
tains about 1400 inhabitants. It is the property of Sir Samuel O’Malley, Baronet. 

The rock is chiefly slate, and on the east end conglomorate sandstone ; the north-west side rises to 
an elevation of several hundred feet, and is a precipitous cliff; the south side is lower, and the island 
is tolerably well cultivated. | 

A lighthouse has been built on the north-east point of the island, on a lofty cliff, being considerably 
within Bofin and Achil Islands ; it is doubtful if this be of much value as a sea-light ; but it forms a 
good mark for Clew Bay, the deepest entrance to which is on that side. 

The island affords good anchorage under its lee in S. W. winds ; and in a little sandy bay, at the 
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Nimtno’t Coasi end, a small pier was built by the father of the present proprietor, which admits fishin<r boats aC 

,Suney. high wafer. The late Mr. Munro Mackenzie, when on his nautical survey of the coast of Ireland! 
^vT~iiVs v/T" highly recommended the construction of a harbour in that place, for the benefit of the coastinw 

VV, MAyo. and fishing trade, several applications have been made by the proprietor to have such a work undertake^ 
The pier constructed by Sir Samuel O’Malley’s father is only a narrow wall of about seven feet 
thick, and two hundred and twenty-eight feet long, covering a cove of one hundred yards by fifty, and 
the depth inside not more than nine or ten feet at high water at the pier head ; most of the cove shal- 
low and rocky. 

I he sim, lest and most necessary improvement is to excavate the rock inside, and at the harbour# 

mouth, to low water, as it would be a pit)' to lose the present pier until something of much greater 
consequence were substituted for it, and in its present position it is incapable of being extended 

This excavation may, I think, be done for about £300 ; a part of the materials may be built up as 
a jetty-head on the rock on the west side; the remainder, if it rises in large masses, may be laid oa 
and in front of the rock outside, as the commencement of a kind of breakwater, which would tend to 
quiet the present entrance, and give a landing-place at low water at the back of the pier, 

If funds were obtained for a more extensive work, this breakwater may be continued as a rough 
mole across the mouth of the bay, which is three hundred yards wide ; and after the first two hundred 
feet, would be in two fathoms at low wafer. 

Ihe slate rock on the present site is not well calculated for such a structure, but good blocks of 
conglomerate sandstone may be had on the opposite side of the bay, and could be brought by water. 

This mole or breakwater would hardly be effectual until two hundred feet at least beyond the rock •- 
it would cost about £20 per foot for the rough mole only, or £4,000 ; and with quays, pavement 
parapet, &c. at least £5,000. ^ 

'i'hcre would be nine or ten feet water behind this pier; and as vessels will not lay along side, the 
wall need not be hammered. The old pier and jetty inside should be allowed to remain, thus cover- 
ing a kind of inner dock or basin, which should be deepened at low water, and an entrance opened 
next the rock. ' 

If this pier in deep water be still thought too expensive, a pier may be built in three feet water only, 
to shelter the present cove ; by cutting off one hundred and twenty feet of the present wall, and run- 
ning out one hundred and fifty feet parallel to the shore from the rock on which the present wall is 
built, with a small jetty pier on the opposite point, so as to leave eighty feet opening, and excavating 
the cove as already described, the space within will be nearly one hundred and fifty acres, and may 
be entered by fi.shing craft at all times. This would be very effectually done for about £1,500. 

I here is no other place on this isle capable of being marie into a harbour for sailing craft ; but a- 
very useful creek for yawls could be formed at Port-a-Chonile, near the ruins of the abbey, in the 
middle of the south side, of which I have given a design ; for this purpose the hollow parts of the 
Skerry Rock should be filled up in the way which I have specified, and the nobs of rock within cut 
away. Expense about £250. 

lioats land at a little creek near the west end of this isle, called Lacfcuy, but it seems incapable of 
much improvement. 

Between Clare Island and Innisturk is the islet Caber, inhabited, but having no harbour, 
sturk. The isle of Innisturk is situated about six miles from the west coast of Mayo, about half way from 

Island, two miles long by a mile broad; chiefly of slate rock; the western shore is a 
steep cliff, the eiutern side lower, with several narrow coves. The only landing-place or harbour is at 
the east end of the isle, in a small bay, affording tolerable anchorage in westerly winds in summer, in 
four fathoms in strong clay. This little bay is about one hundred fathoms broad, and fifty deep ; the 
upper part ending in two coves with ragged slate shores, each of which is dry at low. water; the land- 
ing place IS in one of these, on the north side, nearly land-locked. Some small rocks, which show at 
low water, occupy half the mouth of this cove, the other half of the cove is nearly dry. 

Although this cove appears to be land-locked, yet the run within it in easterly winds, and at all 
limes during winter storms, was so great, that no boat was ever allowed to be there in bad weather; 
the few yawls they possessed were universally hauled up on the land ; and in a gale previous to my 
visit, most of them had been broke by the sea washing up near the houses. 

As It was impracticable to keep any large sailing boat in Innisturk, though in the centre of the most 
valuable fishery on the coast, the inhabitants caught little more than for their own consumption, by 
means of two or three yawls they had ; and they were frequently for weeks together deprived of com- 
munication with the main liiid. 

i his state of things, and the great benefit of having a pier in Innisturk, was represented to me as 
engineer of the western district, on the part of the inhabitants, by Mr. S. Knight, an intelligent comi- 
try surveyor, who had made a survey of the island, I presume on account of Lord Lucan ; and ac- 
cordingly I proposed this among others to the Commissioners of Fisheries, when the additional piers 
for the western coast were determined on. 

Not then prepared to say what ought to be done in Innisturk, I afterwards suggested to the Com- 
missioners to have the sum intended for this island laid out on the island of Bofiii ; but as the resolu- 
tion had been passed for Innisturk, it did not appear to them advisable to rescind it. 

1 yisUed this island in 1823 with Lieutenant Duiidas, R. N., in the surveying cutter; and on ex.- 
amining the cove, and hearing the report of the inhabitants, it appeared to me that the run was sent 
into the cove principally by the point A. projecting beyond the point of rock B., and thus forming a. 
kind of funnel to collect the swell. 

The most obvious method of preventing this would be to run a pier from the point B. overshooting 
■A . so to direct the swell into the southern cove ; but to this there were two objections, viz. the 
pier, eing in deep wafer, and exposed to the immediate stroke ol the sea, would cost more than any 
uutha the disposal of the Hshery Board could defray ; and secondly, from the point B. the shoal- 
wa er extended to a considerable distance, so that after forming this expensive pier, the entrance to 

this harbour would a,fter all be dry at low water. s r f > , 

Seeing this to be impracticable, the next object was to shut out a part of the swell by narrowing its 
entrance mto the creek. for which a favourable opportunity was offered by the rock in mid-chaiiiiel, 
e .space on the south side of it being unfit for navigation ; and by running a breakwater over these, 
le por ion o swell thus shut out would be caught, and spend itself on the rough coves C. and D. im- 
mediately outside. or o 

When the water was thus made comparatively still within the cove, I proposed to have a small jetty 
rom le point of the upper bight E., to send the remaining swell into the north bight F. ; and by 
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cutting down the rock near the houses, a quay for the use of small craft could be formed, at which Hv. Kimmo's- G< k^ 
boats at least might be moored with safety behind the jetty ; the water is too shallow for large craft at' Sui^. 

With this view, therefore, and seeing that the jetty could be of no use until the breakwater afore- CO. MAYO-- 
said was executed, I directed the space between the rock and the north shore to be filled up with a' 
substantial work of rough stone, being all that could be done against the first winter ; this work could 
have been effected for half the estimate at most, and the remainder next summer to be laid out on the 
jetty. I left Mr. William Bald, of the county of Mayo, to begin this work, and direct its subsequent 
progress ; I have not seen it since that time; but on finding, from the representation of the Board of 
Fisheries, that the funds were rapidly exhausting, and yet this breakwater not nearly completed, and 
that a number of masons and stone-cutters, who were wholly unnecessary, had been sent into the- 
isle for this work, I directed an experienced assistant, Mr. Alexander M‘Gill, from Dunmore Har- 
bour, to make his way into the island, check this improper expenditure, and cause the work to be' 
prosecuted agreeable to the original intention. Since that time I have also sent another of my as- 
sistants, Mr. O’Hara, from Killough Harbour, to visit this work ; and with some exertion the break- 

•water has been completed, though not until the grant from the Fishery lioard was exhausted. It 

appears, by the change of construction, the work has been enabled to withstand the sea; and I have 
heard of no injury done to any boat within the harbour since, but find, on the contrary, that addi- 
tional new ones are building. 

I do not doubt but the run appears at the mouth or entrance of the harbour to be greater to the 
islanders than before, the very object of the work being to prevent the water from rising and falling so 
fast within the harbour as without ; and I dare say the run into the bight E. now appears as great as 
into the bight F., as this last, from the position of the pier, must necessarily be much dirainishetl ; 
but if the jetty I propose for E. be executed, so as to shut off the iuierior wave, I am satisfied we 
must have as quiet a small harbour here as the place can pos>ibly admit, (unless the expensive work 
just proposeil by me be undertaken,) whatever opinion may be given to the contrary. - 

liolin Island, the most important with respect to the Fisheries of any upon the Irish coast, is about Inids Botin, 
four miles in length, by two average breadth ; population, one thousand one hundred ; (it was the pro- 
perty of the Marquess of Clanricard, until lately, I believe, exchanged to the Marquess of Sligo); 
distant ihree miles from Cleggan, in Cunemara, but forms part of the county of Mayo. The island 
cf Innishark, nearly half its extent, is a dependent upon it ; also the lesser isles of Davilin, &c. 

The north coast of Bofin is a precipitous cliff, having two bays or inlets, which are too wild to he 
used as harbours; but the western one has at its upper end an interior lagoon, or lake, divided from 
the sea by a beach of stones, through which, if an opening was made to tide-level, a harbour would 
be obtained for sheltering craft. 

The southern side of Bofin has an excellent natural harbour, with nine or ten feet water, and well 
suited, therefore, for such vessels as pursue the fishery ; and the finest Cod bank on the Irish coast 
lies a*'OUt two or three leagues to the northward, nearly midway from Bofin to Achil-head, as already 
described. 

This harbour appeared so important in the time of the Commonwealth as to have been fortified 
by a block-house, still existing, on a detached isle at its mouth. It faces the south-west, but in that 
direction is protected by some low rocks, and also by the Isle of Innishark. The upper end is land-; 
locked, anil the craft lie on soft mud. 

T his harbour has, however, some defects which it would be difficult to remedy altogether; with 
southerly winds it is entirely shut, and in consequence the isle is frequently cut off for many days 
from communication with the main, or proceeding to the fishing grounds. 

It is very desirable, therefore, that another harbour should be formed on the isle, and a situation for 
that object appears to the east end facing the main. I have had this place examined, and consider 
that a pier-harbour may be constructed there, at an expense of about £1500, which would be of great 
benefit in the fishing season. 

Bofin is every way deserving of attention from the Commissioners of Fisheries; and of the vari- 
ous grants for improvements on the west coast, none has ever been applied to it. 

Innishark, though equally near the above-mentioned valuable fishing-bank, has no harbour or pro- 
per landing-place, and is therefore of little consequence in the present inquiry. Population near two 
hundred. 

The other small isles near Bofin are also cliff and too insignificant to attract our attention. 

1 he northern side of Morisk, outside of Oldhead, is too much exposed to afford any good site for KiOery Bay. 

3 harbour and the western side is chiefly beaches of blowing sand, which continue as far as the mouth 
of Killery bay. 

This inlet divides the counties of Mayo and Galway, runs ten miles into the interior between steep 
and lofty mountains, and is from a quarter to half a mile in width ; it is throughout an excellent 
harbour, capable of holding large ships, having for a great part of its length ten to twelve fathoms 
water. 'I here are squalls from the hills at times, which render it unsafe for sailing boats. An ex-, 
cellent fishery exists in the bay, for Cod, Haddock, &c., and there is a great fall of Herrings into ^ 

it in the early part of the season, from 1st November to February, at which time it is much fre- 
quented by jollers for the supply of the interior. 

This place, until lately, was most imperfectly provided with roads, having a dangerous bridleroad 
only on the Galway side ; but this inconvenience is now nearly done away by the works carried on 
by Government for the improvement of this district, a carriage-road being now opened, with bridges 
over the dangerous mountain torrents from Westport to the head of the bay, where it joins the old 
Galway county road, which is also under improvement ; and from Leenano near the head of the bay 
another carriage-road is opened through the hills to the head of Loch Corrib, where one branch 
runs along the northern shore of that lake to Cong and the plains; and another branch is in 
progress across the centre of Cunemara, where it falls on the Galway road, and is also to be con- 
tinued to the southern coast at Costello Bay. 

Previously to this, the Marquess of Sligo had obtained from the county, by means of a loan from Bnndurra. 
the consolidated fund, a road to the middle of the north shore of the Killery Bay, near which he has 
a romantic fishing lodge ; and at the termination of this road a pier has been built by the assistance of 
the Fishery Board, and a village is in tolerable progress. 

The first application for the construction of this pier was in May, 1 822, and I had a survey and 
design made for it. The Marquess of Sligo, in July, 1823, expressed his willingness to bear half the 
expense. From various causes of delay it was only undertaken by contract, by Mr. O’Hara, one of 
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Uf. Nimm's Coast my assistants, in 1824, after having been publicly advertised. Mr. O’Hara has since executed this 

Surveo/. ^ work in a very substantial manher. It consists of a good quay along shore from the inlet and jetty- 

' ~ ' -■ pmr, of seventy-five feet, projecting from the shore. The stair at the end is accessible by boats at low 

CO. MAYO. water, and the quay itself admits any coasting vessel to load or discharge. The harbour is covered 

outside from the bay by a point of land, and within there is a natural dock in the mouth of the river 
well calculated for la 3 'ing up craft in winter. * 

As there is a valuable Salmon fishery in the river, the Marquess of Sligo has desired to have a land- 
ing-place or slip constructed for hauling the nets. It should be so managed as not to interfere with 
the layer for vessels. 

As yet there is no road along this shore ; that from Bundurra passes through the mountains, and 
along a remarkably rocky precipice towards Westport, but is sufficiently level ; and since the bridge 
on the Bundurra river was finished by the Government funds, carriages have no difficulty in passing 
from tnis pier to the town of Westport j it is consequently much frequented in the time of the fishery. 

Co. Galway. 
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Near the head of the Killery an opening exists through the mountains on the Galway side, by which 
a road has been carried to the banks of Loch Corrib, as above-mentioned, throu'^li the district 
called Joyce’s Country, where this road departs from the Old Killery- bridle road : I had occasion to 
correct the latter, and I made it along the shore, with a rough jetty-pier at the head. This work 
although rough, answers as an excellent boat-quay, and is of considerable value in the time of the 
fishery-. It is upon the property of the Provost of Trinity College, and the site seems well adapted 
to become a thriving village, if the objections to improvement on that kind of property could be ob- 
viated. The neighbouring glen is populous and pretty well cultivated, and the interior, since the new 
road has been opened, is rapidly improving. 

Further down that side of the Killery is a small village called Bunowen, at the mouth of a little 
river coming from Cunemara, which forms a kind of natural harbour. 

A rocky bridle-road leads from hence along the south shore and across a mountain pass to the inlet 
called Salruck, or the Lillie Killery, which is a very beautiful and safe natural harbour, of half a 
mile long, five or six fathoms water, covered with a small isle at its entrance. 

There is a considerable population, and several sail-boats here, and the slate-rock ledc»es afford 
natural laiiding-quays. Hard by is a ferry over the mouth of the Great Killery- into Morisk* 

Tlie bridle-road continues along shore, and gradually improves as far as the house of Mr. Blake, 
near the point of Henvyl. No o|)portunify for constructing any harbour occurs along this part of the 
coast, though a frequent seat of the fishery, except at a small point called the White Strand, where a 
pier could be formed at the expense of £600 or £700. 

The isles of Innistegel, on the opposite shore, possesses a good anchorage for small craft. 

We are now entered on the district of Cunemara, one of the greatest importance with respect to 
the Fisheries, possessing the finest harbours, and in the vicinity of the most valuable fishing grounds 
on the coast of Ireland ; and as the works undertaken by the Board, in conjunction with those directed 
by the Government, for the improvement of the interior and employment of the poor, have already 
produced remarkable results, a brief description of Cunemara may not be here out of place. 

The whole tract between Loch Corrib and the Atlantic Ocean is frequently named Cunemara: it 
is, however, subdivided into three separate districts, viz., Cunemara, Jar Conaught, and Joyce’s 
Country, which are nearly, if not exactly conterminous with the baronial divisions, Ballynahinch, 
Moycullen, and the half-barony of Ross. The isles of Arran also form a half-barony. Of these, Cu- 
nemara Proper lies along the Atlantic, having on the east a line drawn from the head of Kilkerraa 
Bay by Loch Oured and Shanonafold Mountain along the ridge to the Killery. The name signifies 
the “ Bays of the Ocean,” and in a loose sense is understood to comprehend as far as Costello Bay. 
The triangular district to the eastward, between Kilkerran Bay and Loch Corrib, is named Jar 
Conaught; and the northern portion, between the heads of Loch Corrib, Loch Mask, and the 
Killery, is named Joyce’s Country, from the prevailing family name of the iialives. 

This district apj)ears not undeservedly to be considered as among the most uncultivated parts of 
IrelaiuL On a general view, it seems a continued tract of bog and mountain, the arable land not a 
teiilh, if even a twentielh, of the whole surface. The entire population is about fifty thousand, of 
which Cunemara Proper has twenty thousand chiefly resident on the coiist, those of the interior not 
exceeding three or four hundred families, and mostly on the iiridle roads which have been made 
through the district: that slep in improvement having been carried much farther than in the similar 
district of Erris. On the shore of Jar Conaught are about eight thousand, the remaining population 
being chiefly along Loch Corrib. The interior is almost desert. 

Though the general improvement of Cunemara would seem an undertaking of the most arduous de- 
scription, it is not without facilities which might, upon a candid consideration, make it appear a sub- 
ject more worthy of attention than many other of the waste lands of the kingdom. 

The climate is mild, snow being little known during the winter ; the cattle are never housed ; the 
mountains on the north, and general variety of surface, afford considerable shelter. The summers, 
however, arc wet, and it is exposed to heavy westerly winds. 

Although Cunemara be mountainous, it is by no means an upland country like Wicklow; at least 
three-fourths of Cunemara Proper is not one hundred feet above the level of the sea. Great part of 
Jar Conaught rises from the shore of Galway Bay in a gentle sloping plain to about three hundred 
feet, at the upper edge of which there are some hills of about seven hundred feet, and beyond them 
a low limestone country extends to the edge of Loch Corrib, and but little elevated above its level, 
which is only fourteen feet higher than the sea. But Joyce’s country, on the other hand, is an ele- 
vated tract, with flat topped hills of one thousand three hundred feet to two thousand, interspered 
with deep and narrow valleys. 

llie district is nearly surrounded by the sea on the south and west, and (he great lakes Mask and 
Corrib on the east, the latter navigable to the town of Galway, and could be easily made so to the 
sea. ^ \ arious great inlets penetrate the district, so that no part of ii is distant four miles from 
existing navigation. There are upwards of twenty safe and capacious harbours, fit for vessels of any 
burthen ; about twenty-five navigable lakes in the interior, of a mile or more in length, besides hun- 
dreds smaller ; the sea coast and all these lakes abound with fish. The districts, with its islands, 
possesses no less than four hundred mites of sea shore. On Loch Corrib it has about fifty miles of 
shore ; so that with Loch Mask, &c. there are perhaps as many miles of shore of the sea or navigable 
lakes, as there are square miles of surface. 
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This extent of shore is particularly important from its produce in sea-weed, either for manure or 
the manufacture of kelp ; the value of this last article a few years ago, amounted to about £30,000 ; 
at present, from the low prices, it does not exceed £16,000. 

There are extensive banks of calcareous sand round the eoast in almost every bay, and in the inte- 
rior are numerous beds oflimestone, nearly all the navigable lakes having some on their banks. The 
sup|)ly of fuel is evidently inexhaustible. 

Cunemara is very destitute of wood, a few scrubby patches only being scattered thinly through it. 
The country, however, possesses an extensive growth of timber, for in almost every dry knoll or cliff, 
the oak, beach and hazel appear shooting in abundance, and require only a little care to rise into valu- 
able forests ; several bloomcries, which were erected about a century ago, consumed much of the 
timber, and copsing was afterwards neglected. The sheltered vales, navigations, and abundant water-r 
power, would form great advantages in the cultivation of timber. 

If we draw a line from Galway to Oughterard, and thence to the bay of Ardbear, the southern part 
is a continued granite moor covered with bog of various depth. It contains no limestone ; considera- 
ble quantities are brought from Arran, and the county of Clare, as ballast by turf boats, and thrown 
out on the shore ; this supplies what is necessary for building ; it has not yet been applied lo agricul- 
ture, but could be procured for that purpose, and burnt on the shore for somewhat less than l.». per 
barrel. There are banks of shell and coral sand on all the coast, but especially in the bays of Kilker- 
ran, Birterbuy, Bunowen, Mannin, &c. This sand is raised by dredging, and by beaching the boat on 
it at low water ; that of Kilkerran, Birterbuy, and Mannin, is pure corraline. There are also dry 
banks of calcareous sand on tbe coast, especially at the western extremity, which are accessible by 
land ; nevertheless calcareous sand is not much applied to agriculture as yet, though Its value is gene- 
rally acknowledged. 

The great supply of manure on the coast is the red sea-weed, which is cast ashore in considerable 
abundance, and frequently cut in the deep water by people in boats ; two or three boat loads, of 
about six tons each, are usually applied as manure over an acre of potato ground. 

The original population of this district seems to have been entirely confined to the coast. This is 
in a great measure yet the case. The old cliurchcs ami chapels are all on the shore ; and the only 
occupation was fishing. Even now there arc very few people who can be considered as farmers only. 
Farming and fishing, it is well known, do not assort well together; and however active the natives 
•appear in the latter occupation, they are little inclined to exertion in the former. The pursuit of tbe 
Suii'’sh or Basking Shark, in the months of April and May, employs a good many hands at a season 
particularly inconvenient. The usual size of boats is about nine tons ; cost £40, exclusive of tackle ; 
and the number being considerable, (for scarce a farm but has one or two of these, besides smaller,) 
shows that a considerable capital is applied to navigation, though very little in agriculture ; for the 
only implement of husbandry is the spade. 

The manufacture of kelp from the black weed is now very general, and though tolerably produc- 
tive, abstracts a groat supply of manure from the purposes of agriculture, in so much, that it is 
very questionable, the great advantage of reclaiming the w.iste being considered, whether it would not 
1)0 better for the proprietors to apply the whole of the kelp used to the land. The quantity manu- 
factured in the whole of Cunemara is about four thousand tons, which may require about fifty thou- 
sand tons of tl'.e sea-weed, and it is probable might suffice for manuring four thousand acres of land j and 
this, after one course of cropping, would be let in permanent pasture, worth 5s. to lO.v. an acre at 
least; while during the cropping the produce cannot be reckoned at less than £10 to £12, and the rent 
to the landlord £2 to £3 per annum. 

The present price of kelp is under £4 per ton ; from the inferiority of manufacture it does not 
bring so much as the Scotch kelp. The expense of cutting, burning, &c. is reckoned at 30s. or £2 
|)er ton, but tbe truth cannot be ascertained, being combined with the rent of the lands for kelp. 
Burning is not a particular profession, but is always done by the tenants and cottagers on the spot. 
They begin cutting in May, after finishing the tillage, and employ on it all the time that can be 
spared from turf and potatoes until Michaelmas ; an able helper may make three tons, the average is 
two ; and three men in one house may make from seven to eight in a season ; the number employed 
would therefore appear to be two thousand. 

About twenty days’ work are required to cut and land the weed for one ton ; the quantity of weed 
which makes one ton and a half is amply sufficient to manure an acre, which would be done at the rate of 
45s., seeing that the expense of carrying out the weed to the field is as great as that of drying and 
burning the kelp. 

In Galway sea-wcetl for manure is usually sold at half a guinea per ton. 

Though the red weed is equally fit for making kelp, yet as it comes mostly in bad weather, when 
it cannot be dried, it is seldom made use of for that purpose. 

The kelp in 1808 sold in Galway at £13 per ton; freight thither from the bays £5 per ton ; at pre- 
sent the price is so low as £3 10s. to £4 ; so that many of the farmers find it more for their interest 
to employ the weed in agriculture. 

This disposition is likely to become general in the present state of the markets, and seems deserv- 
ing of encouragement. The benefit that would accrue to Cunemara from the transfer of the manure 
ami labour to the improvement of the land is perhaps not rated too high, when we say it would be 
amuially as much as the present rental. 

A good deal of turf is cut on these shores and carried to Galway, or sold on the .spot to boats from 
Arran and Clare. 'Turf in Galway is worth about a guinea per four ton boat-load ; price in the bays Is. 
per ton of the boat. A man cuts in one day six ton boat-load or slane, two spread it, one foots, one 
stacks, and twelve take it to the shore, producing Is. Irf. or Is. 2rf. per day for the wages. 

The district between Ballinakill Bay and Ardbear is a mica slate and quartz country, interspersed 
with veins of primitive limestone, and the same formation runs in a belt through the hills all the way 
to I.och Corrib, near Oughterard; it contains also very beautiful serpentine and verd antique, some 
of which has boon lately quarried for ornamental purposes, and promises to introduce a new source of 
employment into Cunemara. The principal quarry belongs to Mr. Martin, and is situated in the mid- 
dle of the Twelve Pins Mountains, about five miles from the sea. 

The northern part on the banks of the Killery is chiefly hard red sandstone and brown porphyry, 
with clay slate, some of which seems very fit for roofing, but is not wrought for t^at purpose. 

From Galway there exists a tolerable carriage road to Oughterard along the limestone plain ; but 
from thence into the centre of Cunemara it was led over rocks and bogs in such an unskilful manner, 
ajid generally in such bad order as to be scarcely passable for any sort of carriage. From this cen- 
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■ Mr.Nimmo's tral Hne several narrow bridle-roads branclied in different directions across the mountains, but these. 

Coast Survey, at leait in winter, were hardly passable even for footmen. 

Since my survey in 1813, a good deal of exertion has been made by the proprietors of Cunemara 
CO. GALWAY, to obtain a better carriage road into the district; and a loan had been obtained for executing a 
considerable part of the central line, and some other portions have since been completed by the 
Government funds; but along the coast, where the principal part of the population were seated, 
there was only a narrow road from Galway to the shore of Costello Bay, and beyond that hardly a 
footpath. 

Leaving, therefore, (he completion of the central road to the exertions of the country gentlemen, 
the first object of Government has been to open a proper line of carriage road along the coast, by 
improving this last mentioned, and prolonging it by the heads of the several bays, with bridges over 
the great rivers, as far as the village of CHfden, at the head of the bay of Avdbear ; and thence north- 
wards, in like manner, to the head of Ballinakill, where some tolerable country roads are met, having 
been lately improved under the care of Mr. Blake. It is also intended to improve and alter these, as 
far as the new line already described, which comes to the head of the Killery Bay ; thus giving a com- 
plete line of carriage road round the whole of Cunemara. 

From this line of coast-road branch lines have' been laid out to the different fishery piers on the 
coast ; and in several other places, where the main line approaches to the sea, I have made it an object 
of attention to convert the road itself into a boat quay. The operations on this road are chiefly as yet 
confined to the western part of the country, where a very good road is no'w opened from the north 
coast, round Ballinakill Bay by Slreamstown to CHfden, thence by Ardbear to Ballinaboy, across the 
moor to the head of Birtorbuy Bay, and the prolongation to Costello is in hands. A branch runs 
from this to (he quay at Derrimcr. Another branch is completed, of several miles extent, to the 
fishery pier at Cieggan, which forms the nearest point of communication with Bofin. The old road, 
along Mannin Bay to Bunowen, is improved. A branch is also in great forwardness to Roundstone 
Pier ; another into the isle of Garumna, by causewaying across the tide fords ; one to Costello Pier, 
and a short one to Spiddle Pier. 

A cross road has also been completed from Spiddle Pier over the Moor to Moycullen, and thence 
to the ferry of Knock upon Lough Corrib, where it communicates with the limestone plains. 

Another road is in progi-ess across the narrow part of the district, from the coast road at the head 
of Kilkcrran Bay to the head of Loch Corrib, where it joins the road from the Killeries to Cong, 
thereby opening a carriage-way to Westport in one direction, and in the other to the plains. 

Effect of Public The effect of the various public works, as well roads as piers, and of paying the labourers in hard 
“ cash, upon the general prosperity of this country, since 1822, is quite surprising to every one; and 

though I may have been supposed somewhat sanguine in my expectations, the vesult has far outrun 
what I had anticipated. Trade and commerce have been introduced into the extremity of Cunemara, 
capital has accumulated in a surprising degree, and with it enterprise and exertion in the fisheries, in 
agricultiu'e, and in foreign trade ; cargoes of country goods, salt, timber, &c. are now imported direct into 
Cunemara : the poor village of CHfden has become a considerable market town, exports Herrings, Marble, 
&c. The peasantry, who were almost entirely unacquainted with money, now pay their rents in cash, a 
thing heretofore unknown ; they arc well clad, evidently in new stuff ; they bring to the markets of 
CHfden a variety of articles for sale, and never depart without making some purchases. A few bad 
years, previous to 1822, had left them in rags and nakedness; and being forty miles from the nearest 
market town, over bogs and bad roads, without money to buy, they were in want of most of the con- 
vciiicncios of civilized life. 

BiiHjuakil Bay. Hounding the point of Henvyl, we come to the inlet of Ballynakill, an excellent harbour capable of 
great ships, and covered at its mouth by llie island of Trucbelaun or Heath Isle, along the north side 
of which is (he channel, with five to six fathoms water. Smaller vessels may round the point of Bal- 
lyiiakyll on the south side, and be in a safe bight with two fathoms on mud, completely land-locked. 
The beach there, is clean gravel, but a small landing jetty would be a useful improvement, and might 
be made for about £100. 

Further up, this bay divides into two or three inlets ; that on the south is clean and pretty deep, 
the northern side more shallow. 



Derrinver Pier. On that side, at the end of the new roads a small pier has been constructed by the Government 
funds, for the purposes of the fisherj' and convenience of that peninsula. 

It is partly formed by the rock, and consists of a basin of about one hundred feet square ; the ex- 
tremity of the pier is accessible at low water : it forms a convenient point of access with the anchorage 
of Ballynakill, in the direction of Westport, and by the new road through Joyce Country towards 
Galway and Cong. 

This pier is on the estate of Mr. Blake of Renvyl, and would be a good site for a fishery village. 
The coast-road communicates witli the shore of Ballynakill Bay at several other places. 

ClcggaiiBay. 'P ],3 of Cleggaii is next to the south of BaU 3 makili, about two miles in length, more open 
than this last, though it derives some protection from the isles of Innisbofin ; it has five to ten fa- 
thoms water, and is capable of great ships ; the bottom is all clean sand and shells, good ground ; the 
country from Cieggan to Bnlljoiakill is tolerably cultivated. 

This bay was one of those selected by the Mansion-house Committee for the construction of a small 
fishery pier in 1822 ; such a thing was much wanted, as the bay was too open for small a'aft, though 
otherwise a good outlet, and the nearest harbour to Bofin. 

After examining the shore of the whole bay, I adopted a small bight on the south side, where a cut 
might be made into a little bog hollow, so as to form an inner doclt out of the swell, the entrance to 
which iniglit be covered by a short pier. 

This work, and several of the neighbouring piers, I placed under the management of Mr. Alexan- 
der Hay, a young architect of talent and good character, though not of great experience in such works, 
which indeed it was difficult then to obtain. This excavation and pier pi-oceeded with tolerable suc- 
cess, until a heavy gale in October, with an unusual high tide, filled part of the entrance with gravel, 
and damaged part of the pier. I then sent one or two workmen of more experience, to make up the 
pier in the most substantial way the case admitted ; but the grant for that pier was now exhausted, 
and the work had accordingly to be suspended until additional funds could be obtained. This was 
only agreed to in January 1824, when I found the storms of that winter were likely to destroy all that 
had been done, unless immediate steps were taken to put it out of danger ; Cieggan pier being paxti- 
ticularly exposed. I therefore deemed it absolutely necessary to employ a person of skill and experi- 
ence on this service, and sent for Mr. Alexander M‘Gill from Dunmore, who having been for twenty 
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years constantly and successfully employed ia that kind of work, was one on whose judgment I could Mr. Nhnmo's 
rely, and whom^I had already in 1822, employed to examine the stations on the southern coast. lin- Coast Survey. 
strucied him particularly to put the piers at Cleggan and lloimdstone in a state of safety, and subse- 
sequently to do the same at Imiisturk, but to undertake nothing more until the determination of the GALWAY, 
Board was known. To his skill and exertion it is owing that these works have been preserved. 

Cleggan is now a stout pier of two hundred feet long, and fourteen feet high at head, with an 
inner basin not quayed, of one hundred feet by sixty, the entrance to which is not yet deepened so 
far as would be desirable, but it is only a bank of gravel. The pier has a parapet wall and sloping 
pavement to seaward, rough but substantial work, and has stood the gales of two winters without inju- 
ry ; it should however have a small jetty, or return at the head, and a course of coping along the quay 
wall. It affords a very convenient landing-place to the boats of Bolin and the western fishery, and 
having an excellent road from thence to Clifdeii, is very much frequented. The adjoining farm being 
ill lease, buildings have not been yet undertaken at this place, but there is little doubt of its becoming 
a thriving village. The proprietor is Mr. Martin, of Ballynahinch. 

From the south point of Cleggan Bay we have a low granite shore, with rocks in the offing as far as 
Aghris Point. Outside are the small Isles of Crua, High Island, and Friar Isle, lofty cliffs, and ex- 
hibiting nothing remarkable hut some old monastic remains. 

Omey Island is a low isle of granite, connected with the main at low water by a strand on the west 
side ; the channel forms a natural harbour at each end. 

Streamtown Bay is a long narrow inlet, navigable for nearly five miles, but almost dry at low water. SlreamtowuBay. 
There is a copper mine, also a marble quarry near the upper end. 

Kingston is a safe creek, a little south of Streamtown, little known or frequented, except by smug- Kingston Ilar- 
glers, on account of rocks at its entrance. An accurate survey has been made of these, and laid on boar, 
the chart of Ardbear. 

Tarbert and Innisturk Islands, are tolerably cultivated, the former having one hundred, the latter Turbert and In- 
seventy inhabitants. From Tarbert towards Kingston, a small bar extends, only passable by small ves- "isturk Islands, 
seis. The sound of Innisturk is deeper, and forms a harbour. 

South of Tarbert Isle are the rocks of Carrigaroan, on which a heavy breaker commonly exists, Ardbeor orCUf- 
marking the entrance to Ardbear. These rocks are steep on the south side, which is the ordinary den Harbour, 
passage ; but in the progress of the survey, a good though narrow channel was discovered by us on the 
north side, and used in southerly winds; it is marked on the chart, as are all the numerous rocks in 
the entrance to this valuable harbour, a< also of Mannin Bay, and to Slyne Head. 

Passing the rocks of Carrigaroan, you bring Mr. D’Arcy’s house, called Clifden Castle, just clear of 
Renard Point, which keeps you off all the rocks towards Mannin Bay ; a little past the narrows there 
is a spit of sand from the north side, with three fathoms in the channel south of it ; this place breaks 
sometimes in heavy westerly winds ; within there is excellent anchorage, in six to eight fathoms oppo- 
site the castle. 

Farther up, the inlet divides into two parts, of which that on the southern side, or Ardbear, has a 
bar of one fathom at its entrance, but within is deep, with good anchorage ; the upper part is rocky; ' 
there is a good Salmon fishery at its head. The northern arm runs up to the village of Clifden and is 
dry at low water ; hut the tide flows twelve feet to Clifden Quay. At the north of the Clifden arm a 
small bank or islet of gravel lies off the north shore and dries into it at low water. This bank being a mile 
Imlow Clifden, and accessible at its head by boats at low water, appeared a desirable situation for shel- 
tering fishing boats ; and in 1822 it was connected with the main by running a wall across the low part, 
and backing it up with gravel ; this (Doobeg wall) has stood well, and affords a convenient landing- 
place for vessels in the lower harbour, and shelter inside for boats. Cargoes have been landed there, 
and Mr. D’Arcy has a small storehouse on the spot. 

Farther up, this inlet narrows with a deep passage between rocks, and then opens in a basin of twenty 
acres, completely land-locked with the village of Clifden at its head, on the north side. The channel 
of the river, running along the north shore of this basin, makes that side the most suitable for the 
construction of a quay. 

Mr. D’Arcy, the proprietor of Clifden, had applied to the Board for aid to construct a quay or pier 
for this place in 1821, and a contract was agreed on with him for this purpose ; nothing however was 
done until 1822, when I was authorized by Government to employ the poor of Clifden in commencing 
this work ; and a part of Doobeg wail, and of the upper quay, was built by them. 

Mr. D’Arcy next season prosecuted this quay pursuant to his contract, and although still unfinshed, 
a considerable extent is already in use. The upper end, by being placed in as deep water as the 
lower end, has been more expensive than the boat quay at first intended ; but this will ultimately be 
an advantage, as the great and rapid progress which Clifden has since made could not then have been 
anticipated. 

In 1822 the village of Clifden exhibited nothing but scenes of misery and despair. It had made 
no progress for ton years, having only one slated or two-story house, and a few thatched cabins. It 
now contains above one hundred tolerable houses, mostly two stories, and roofed with Bangor slates ; 
about thirty country shops, several of the owners worth £500 to £1000, who were not worth £50, 
three years ago. 

I had the curiosity to procure a list of the various things sold in 1824, and find that there is at least 
£3000 a year of direct revenue paid to Government. 

A brewery and distillery, and milling concerns, have been built since 1823, and are now (1826) in 
action; this has afforded a market for the grain, which could only be before disposed of by private 
distillation. Oats, also hay and straw, are regularly brought for sale to Clifden market ; until last sea- 
son, 1825, we were obliged to bring the oats wanted for our horses from Galway in barrels. Agri- 
culture is now rapidly extending. 

Two new stores have been built on the quay ; they are occupied with Herrings from this season’s fish- 
ery ; two cargoes have been exported. 

The removal of the salt duty has permitted a direct import trade from Liverpool, and three cargoes 
of that and country goods have arrived during the winters of 1824 and 1825. beven cargoes were 
imported direct into Clifden in 1825, for the use of the country ; two more are expected, one of them 



timber, direct from America. 

The harbour of Ardbear or Clifden is mucii frequented by the cruizers. There are many rocks near 
the entrance, which are badly expressed on Mackenzie’s chart, but as they are all carefully laid down 
on our survey, I have made one of the charts to contain this harbour, and the whole from Aghris 
Point to Slyne Head, which I have no doubt will be an acceptable present to navigators. 
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Mannin bay is rocky, and more exposed than Ardbear; it has only one good anchorage, and is but 
little frequented. An extensive kelp shore, and a valuable fishery for Herrings, bring many boats to it 
occasionally. 

The peninsula of Bunowen is among the best cultivated and most populous parts of Cunemaraj 
there is on either side a considerable tract of blowing sand, and a number of low rocks and isles, which 
are chiefly valuable for their kelp, and very abundant Lobster fishery. 

The isles which form Slync Head, and a multitude of adjoining rocks, are now delineated for the first 
time with any accuracy ; and it will be seen by our chart that there are navigable sounds among (hem, 
which, if known, might be llie means of frequently preserving life and property, numerous shipwrecks 
occurring here almost every year. 

A light upon Slyne Head seems also an object most desirable ; the nearest sea lights, viz. Arran 
and Clare Island, being too far embayed to be of service to vessels wliich fall in with this dangerous 
headland, and before reaching (hem the fine harbours of this coast are all passed. 

The south shore is a blowing sand until we round Ross Point, when there is a good anchorage in 
the bight of Bunowen in S. W. winds, with two and half fathoms, and mud. The rocks in the offing 
also shelter it materially, but they are not to be passed by a stranger unless by attending to the direct 
lions given in the chart above mentioned. This place was recommended by me for a small quay in 
1822, but was not one of those adopted by the Mansion-house Committee. One sufficient 
for the purpose of the place may be built at the storehouse for about £600: proprietor, Mr. 
Gahagan O’Neill. 

Roiindstone harbour is formed between the main of Errisberg and the isle of Innisnee ; the sound 
in the upper end of which is fordable at low water, but rocky. The entrance to the bay is covered 
against the S. W. by the island of Innis Laken, which is best passed on the east side ; within it the 
harbour runs up three miles clear good ground, with five to two fathoms water ; and about two thirds 
up, on the west side, is the new fishery quay or pier ; it is a wharf along the side of a bight of one 
hundred and fifty foot, with a jetty of sixty foot long, at the head of which there is live feet water, and 
the quay would admit a large ship ; the Plumper gun-brig, has lain at it to careen. 

1 his being one of the stations adopted by the Mansion-house Committee, the pier was begun by 
day labour in 1822, under the management of Mr. Hay, before mentioned, and was in that°season 
raised to spring-tide level, in rough granite, brought by boat, so as to give more extensive occupation, 
which probably added to Us expense. A good deal of business was however done at it in shipping 
kelp, curing Herring', &c. Being within Slyne-head, it is a convenient place for those of the western 
part of Cuncmara, to communicate with Galway. A branch of the coast-road to it is nearly com- 
pleted. 

In 1824 my assistant, Mr. M'Gill, was employed, as before mentioned, to make up the defective 
part of this pier, (which was beginning to receive some injury) and which he did to the level of coping; 
and subsequently, as the tenant of the farm on which this pier is situated was very clamorous for da- 
mages alleged to be sustained by him during the progress of the work, I ventured at my own expense 
to purchase up his interest in the lease, as the most likely w-ay to settle his claim: I now hold it by 
lease under Mr. riiornas Martin, and expect soon to have a tolerable fishing village; several people 
are already settled there, and I am building a store for the purposes of the fishery. 

On the east side of Innisnee is an inlet navigable with three fathoms to near the bridge, where the 
new coast-road crosses the Ballynaliiiich River ; hard by is an abundant' Salmon fishery ; the road af- 
terwards coming close to the shore at some steep rocky ground, an opportunity hasbeen taken of form- 
ing a small quay of a part of it, near Cloonisle, which may yet be of importance to the district, especi- 
ally for the shipment of the beautiful green marble from 'the Twelve Pins Mountains. 

The peninsula of llossma, mostly bog, intervenes between this and Birterbuy Bay. 

Eirtorhuy Bay. This beautiful harbour properly begins at Imiisuee-isle, the last mentioned inlet being only an arm 
of it, and runs up for five miles, half a mile wide at the entrance, then from one to two broad, with 
deep water and fine ground. There is a shoal of coral sand in the upper part, near the small isles, 
which cuts oil' the deep vvator of the upper arms, but at the part below wc have five to ten fathoms, so 
that it is capable of the greatest ships, a.id it may be completely fortified ; it is, however, very little 
frequented ; there is no road from it ; the coast-road now in progress touches the upper end. 

The peninsula of t-n-esanagh, which intervenes between Birterbuy and Kilkerran Baj's, is also with- 
out any road, though it has a considerable population, especially on the coast. There are two good 
harbours, Ard-bay, and another on the east side of Mynish Island, for small vessels, much frequented 
during the Herring fishery, and many safe boat creeks, but no pier or quay. The isles of Mason, My- 
nish, and Tyiiish, at the south end of this peninsula, are all inhabited, and engaged in fishery and 
helping: Mynish, five hundred inhabitants; Mason, seventy-one; Tynish, one hundred and thirty- 
one. In Elan Macdara there are some curious monastic remains ; Cruanakeely Isle is high, without 
any proper landing ; it is uninhabited, and used as a deer park by Mr. Martin. Within these isles is 
a roadstead or exterior harbour for great ships, outside of Birterbuy. 

The Skird Rocks in the offing are lofty, and much frequented by sea-fowl ; they form useful beacon 
marks for Ronndstone and Birterbuy. 

KilUei van Hay, Kilkerran Bay has not been nauticaljy surveyed for the fisheries, but I had a good outline of it from 
the bog survey. This is an extensive inlet, and fit for great ships ; the upper arm, on the east side 
called Commas Bay, is shallow and rocky ; (ho whole possesses a most productive kelp shore, of nearly 
one hundred miles, isles included. A series of shallow fords, passable at low water, connect the isles 
on the east side, so that one maywalkfrom Bealanctaiigan into Annaghvane Isle, Leitermore, Garumna, 
Lottermullin, Knappough, Furnis, &c. ; these fords are passable by boats at high wafer, so as to enm- 
mumcato with Koigal and Greatman’s Bay ; and this is the common route pursued to Galwav bv the 
small craft with turf, Szc. from Kilkerran Bay. ^ ^ 

At present no carriage-road approaches within several miles of any part of Kilkerran Bay, or Great- 
rnan s Bay ; but the new coast -road, which is in progress, passes along the head of Kilkerran Bay to 
the eastern shore of Costello Bay, and to Galway. A Branch or cross road is also forming from the 
north-cast arm, or Commas Bay, across the central road of Cunemara, to the head of Loch Corab, 
where it joins the road made from the Killery-head to Cong, and this will open a communication 
Westport, and also with the plains of Conaught. 

The islands of Garumna, Lettermullin, Lettermore, &c. in Kilkerran Bay, contain about two thoii- 
saiKl hve lumdred inhabitants, who, with those on the main, are principally employed in making kelp, 
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and preparing turf for sale in Galway and the county of Clare, where on the limestone land this article 
is scarce and dear ; some limestone is returned as ballast, and the trade thus formed occupies a great 
many boats, which, on a favourable appearance of Herrings, are all employed in the fishery. 

Except an imperfect and nearly impassable bridle-way, which penetrates the peninsula of Rossmuck, 
there is no road of any kind to the shore of Kilkerran Bay. 

The transport of goods or people is therefore entirely done by water. I have already said that this 
bay contains within it a hundred miles of shore; the situations where landing-places may be found 
are, of course, innumei-able, yet such is the backward situation of the district, that there was no at- 
tempt at any thing of the kinii, nor was there a |>laco about. Gveatmin’s Bays where boats could be 
safely laid up, on my visit to this place, as engineer to the Western District, during the distress of 1822; 
therefore it appeared that the construction of a harbour of that kind, which was prayed for in a me- 
morial from the iieighbourh od, was the most useful work on which the population could be employed 
and I caused a creek in Garumna Island to be cleai ed and quayed, with a wall to the south side, formed 
by dry stone, transported by boats, This harbour had made considerable progress when the necessity 
for this kind of expenditure ceased; it would be very desirable to have it completed, but even in its 
present state it forms a valuable place of shelter for the boats of the bay, in their voyages to and from 
Galway, or to lay them up in. 

The pier is nearly five hundred feet in length, with a return-head of one hundred feet ; one half 
is walled, but not entirely filled behind, the vest is only a breakwater. A stone perch marks the 
extremity, at which there is four feet at low water, so that boats can enter at all times. 

This work was entirely executed by the funds provided by the Government, and exclusive of any 
aid from the Board of Fisheries. 

Greaiman’s Bay is a safe harbour for vessels of moderate draft, but there are rocks in the upper 
part which must be attended to, and the entrance is frequently broken with southerly winds. It has 
been carefully surveyed, and the soundings marked in the neighbourhood of the new pier, engraved 
on the same sheet with Costello, and a sketch of the nei^bouriug isles is inserted from my bog 
surveys. 

Casheen Bay is much frequented bj the cruizers, being easy of access, with shelter and water, fit 
for great ships. It has not been surveyed. It lies on the west side of Garumna Island, between that 
and the Isles of Lettennullin and Furnis, which are accessible from each other at low water. 

Keigal Bay is a harbour on the south side of that ford, but being more open to southerly winds is 
little frequented. 

Costello Bay is divided by the peninsula of Killun from Greaiman’s Bay, and is the most eastern 
of the harbours of Cunemara, the coast from thence to Galway being a straight shore with low shares 
of granite, among which are some sandy coves. This harbour admits large ships, and, excepting the 
upper paid, is clean and with good holding ground. A very minute and accurate survey has been 
made of it, and is now engraved, in which the position of the new fishery pier, and all the dangers, 
with marks for avoiding them, are carefully laid down. 

This bay has been thought worthy of being fortified, a strong martello tower being built on the east 
side. Off this tower is a rock not noticed in Mackenzie’s chart, nor is the shoal called Ruallachd, 
near the entrance, or several others in the upper end. 

This being one of the stations chosen by the Mansion-house Committee in 1822, I laid out a pier 
on the eastern side, so as to communicate more readily with Galway, within the peninsula called the 
Lion, where there is excellent shelter and deep water. The work was at first conducted by Lieuten- 
ant Duudas, II. N., who resided in that neighbourhood, and was secretary to the Local Committee. 
In consequence of some difference between this gentleman and Mr. Blake, the guardian of the pro- 
prietor of the ground, who was a minor, I found it necessary in September to give up the system of 
day labour here, and make a contract with a builder from Galway for finishing the pier. It was also 
found necessary to increase its dimensions, partly to cover some rock near the head, and on ac- 
count of the extraordinary rise of tide in this bay, which is greater than on any other part of the west 
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The pier is nearly three hundred feet long, twenty-one feet broad, coped with hewn limestone from 
Arran ; has four feet water at the head at low water, so that it is accessible bysailing boats at all times, 
and at high water will admit of any merchant vessel : it is thus found particularly convenient for the 
boats trading to Galway, or those of the fishery ; nearly one hundred boats belong to this bay. The 
chief defect as yet is, the want of a road ; but a branch from thence to the coast-road is in progress, 
the expense of which, and of the additional work of the pier, has been defrayed out of the Govern- 
ment funds to the amount of £375. 

From the south of Costello Bay there is a road along the coast to Galway, which has been greatly luvpiuu. 
improved and rendered fit for carriages by the Government grants. Two points on this coast attracted 
attention in 1822, a.s a half-way station for the boats passing to Galway ; of these Inveran Creek has 
been improved by the proprietor, Mr. Blake, and now affords shelter to small boats. The other sta- 
tion adopted by the Fishery Commissioners is Spiddle. 

This place is situated half way between Costello Bay and Galway, and a rude piov was once at- Sjiidai<.. 
tempted here, which, when I saw it, was a ruin. It is a sandy cove among the low granite rocks, near 
the mouth of a small river, on which there is a good Salmon fishery. 

The deputation of the Commissioners of Fisheries in 1822, having appropriated £150 towards the 
building a pier here, and having the promise of a contribution from some neighbouring proprietors, I 
had the work begun by day labour, under the management of Mr. Morris of that place, and workmen 
from Dunmore Harbour. 

When the fishery grant was expended, a further aid was obtained from the Government funds, of 
£2£2, and a subscription of £100 from Sir Robert Staples; the other subscriptions were not made 
good. Mr. Morris, however, contributed his time and attention. 

This harbour is dry at low water, and has about ten feet at high water ; the entrance is about one 
hundred and fifty feet wide, between rocks, dry at low water; then rounding the pier-head we have a 
clean sandy cove of about one acre and a half. The quay is of rough granite, and is well protected to 
seaward, by some rocks 'only covered at spring tide. This harbour is much frequented by the coast- 
ing and fishing craft, but on account of the minority of the proprietors, Messrs. Comyn, there has not 
yet been any increase in the neighbouring village. A new road has been made by the Govermneiit 
from this harbour across the great moor of Jar Conaught to the ferry on the middle of Loch Corrib ; 
and whenever leases can be obtained, I have little doubt but there will be speedily a thriving village 
built. Some of the best Turbot banks of the Bay of Galway lie just in the offing. 
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Mr.Nunmo’s Three miles nearer Galway, Colonel Blake built in 1822. a little boat-harbour (Furba) on this 
gijore ; it is not in the most favourable situation, but is occasionally useful for small craft ; I accommo- 
^ GAL^VY implements for the work. 

• Barna. " Half way from hence to Galway, the late Mr. Lynch of Barna built a boat pier and fishing villatre, 
called Freeport. This pier was ruined by a storm many years ago, and in 1822 the poor inhabitants 
were in great distress. To aBbrd some employment to the poor of this place, (ieneral Elly was fur- 
nished with £150 of the Government fund to commence the repair of this pier ; he was residing there 
for the benefit of sea-bathing, and until his departure very kindly undertook the management of these 
funds : subsequently the work was prosecuted by day labour. The deputation of Commis- 
sioners of Fisheries appropriated £300 towards it, the returns of expenditure for which were made to 
the Board. 

The greater part of the pier has thus been rebuilt in a far more substantia! manner than before, 
viz. three hundred feet in length. The extremity is still in a ruined state, and should be repaired, 
though It seems unnecessary to carry it to the original extent. I have made out a plan and specifica- 
tion for completing it in the most economical form. This pier is dry at low water. 

Nearer Galway there is a creek or lagoon of about sixty acres, covered at high water, but at low, 
mostly dry ; as this place is about to be embanked, in the progress of the new coast road, it is unne- 
cessary further to notice it than to observe that the bridge or dyke which encloses it forms a boat 
R d ’ 0 ■ the place at present is little frequented by any craft, 

ecor er s quay. Island, at the 

private expense of Mr. O’Hara, Recorder of that town. 

Galway. arrived at Galway, a town of great note in the Irish Fisheries, and where fishing 

forms more exclusively the occupation of a great part of the population than in any other town on the 
west coast. The fishermen of Galway inhabit a particular quarter of the town, the Cladda-di, a beach 
on the west side of the river, and are near a thousand families. They have sundry peculiar customs, 
and are in the habit of promulgating laws and regulations for the conduct of the fishery, and compel- 
ling their observance by the other boatmen of the bay. 

The boats used in Galway are stout open or haif-decked hookers, from five to fifteen tons burthen, 
carvel-built, generally good sailors, but seldom well found, or with sufficient fishing gear. In accom- 
modating these boats, the harbour of Galway is very defective, and it were much to be wished that 
something were done to remedy it. In strong freshes from Loch Corrib the boats can hardly enter 
at any time, and especially at low water, and they then lay in the roads, or in the pool below, where 
till of late they were much exposed to S. and S.E. winds, until the tide flowed to enable them to get 
up the Claddagh. 

Several years ago two narrow jetties were built across the beach at the Claddagh, which permitted 
more easy access to the boats when they were fleeted. 

In 1822, the poor of Claddagh were employed to deepen this beach, raise the jetties, and form a 
rough quay along the shore ; and I drew up a plan and specification for improving these jetties, so as 
to protect these boats more effectually, but as the Commissioners of Fisheries, from some insubordi- 
nate conduct of the boatmen, declined giving any further assistance at that period, nothing further 
was done. 

In the meantime being commanded by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to report upon an appli- 
cation from the merchants and fishermen of Galway for the improvement of the port, it appeared to 
me that the construction of a pier or breakwater on the slate rock, which forms the western side of the 
entrance, was the most desirable measure of general benefit that could be attempted at a moderate ex- 
pense, and I was ordered to proceed with that work, which is now nearly completed. 

The slate pier extends five hundred feet from the point, with a return jetty of forty feet ; the in- 
side is faced with hewn limestone, with a sloping pavement to seaward: according to the accounts of 
the fishermen, the water on the bar of Galway has been deepened by this pier, as boats now get up 
to the jetty at low water ; it is therefore of material importance to the fishing craft ; but in fact the 
character of Galway Harbour has been entirely changed by this jiier, as the pool between it and the 
old docks forms now an outer harbour, which admits a vessel to lay afloat at low water in shelter, and 
the old dock quays are themselves completely covered against southerly and S. W. gales, by which 
vessels laying there have formerly often been wrecked. The pier-head also forms a distinct object to 
steer upon in entering the harbour, preventing the risk of striking on the ledge of the slate, which 
was a common occurrence, and it affords a good layer for outward bound vessels. 

The further improvement of the old quays of Galway, and the construction of a wet dock, for which 
there is a good opportunity, though highly desirable for the mercantile interest, is less connected with 
our present^ inquiries, (none of the fishermen living on that side,) besides, as the property on these 
quays is private, it does not seem a proper subject for public expenditure: but on the Claddagh 
side a further operation would be of the greatest benefit to the fishermen, and which I should beg 
earnestly to recommend to the notice of the Board. 

The point of the slate is separated from the Claddagh or fishing town by a marshy creek of twenty 
acres, which is overflowed at high water. I propose to run a road or dyke across the moulh of 
this creek, three lumdred yards long, to be a short cut to the slate pier, by near half a mile at high 
water, and also an additional quay for the fishing craft. In this to be an opening for admitting 
boats, crossed by a stone arch or small swivel bridge, and thus a dock will be formed of about four 
or five acres, in which all the fishing boats of Galway could be laid up in complete security. 

llie marsh is separated from the sea by a long narrow spit of shingle, which is very rarely over- 
flowed, but wliich could be easily raised over all tides, if thought worth the while. Estimated Ex- 
pense of the proposed Dyke, £1014 I6«. 

Iii_177l Parliament granted £500 for repairing the Market. Quay, and in 1783 £1,000 for the futr 
ther improveineiit of the harbour of Galway. • 

In addition to the fishermen residing in Galway, it is common for the boatmen of Loch Corrib, 
especially those residing about Menlo, (who are chiefly employed hi the turf trade,) upon the setting 
in of the Herrings, to haul their boats across the town and proceed to the sea-fishery. A canal be- 
tween the lake and the town has sometimes been talked of, and could certainly be accomplished at 
a inoderate expense. It would much facilitate the transfer above mentioned, as well as the export 
of the produce of the lake, and the return of kelp for manure, and of fish, but the discussion of this 
matter seems foreign to our present object. 

The roadstead of Galway is protected by the small and low isle of granite called Mutton Island, 
(upon which the B dlast Office maintain a lighthouse,) half a mile off the shore, and into which the 
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strand dries at three quarters ebb ; between it and Hare Island, on the west side, there are from three 
to four fathoms at low water, good holding ground. Hare Isle which is a small knob of lime- 
stone gravel, is also connected with the main by a spit of gravel, dry at low water, so that this road- 
stead is already covered, as it were, by natural half-tide piers. 

A sio-nal improvement would be to raise the strand of Mutton Isle to highwater level, bj’ a break- 
water of rough stone, which would not cost above £8000, and which would enable vessels in the road- 
stead to communicate more readily at any time with the shore 

But although this appears too extensive an undertaking to be attempted by the Board of Fisheries 
yet a landing jetty on the inside of Mutton island is well worthy of attention; boats are frequently 
obliged to stop in the roads for the flood tide, as the freshes from Loch Corrib run very strong in the 
ebb ; and by means of this jetty, they would be enabled to communicate with the shore at low water. 
The stone may be got on the spot by quarrying the rock into the pool on the east of the. lighthouse, 
and thus a good boat harbour formed at the same time. A work of this kind would be a singular con- 
venience to the fishermen. Hare Island lias also a creek, which could be made a boat harbour, but 
is too inconvenient for the town. 

Indeed I should consider the impi-ovement of this roadstead as a national object ; for after a care- 
ful survey I have made of the wliole of Galway Bay, I find no other place fit for large vessels, except, 
indeed, the inside of Blackhead, which has ten ancl eleven fathoms close on shore, and is the only 



Mr. Nimmo's 
Cjast Surity. 



CO. GALWAY. 



place for men of war. 

The other inlets of Galway Bay, above Costello Bay, though some of them afford excellent shelter, 
as will be immediately explained, are all either shallow or barred at the entrance. 

In Mackenzie’s chart of Galway Bay, no notice is taken of the Santa Margaretta Rock, unless the 
shoal ho marks be intended for it, and if so, it is in a very wrong position, and fully a mile too far 
inland ; this danger is about halfway between Kilcorgan Point and Barna Cliffi and is the more im- 
portant, as the ordinary sailing direction, viz., to keep Doaghnish Castle halfway between Mutton 
Island and Hare Isle, leads right over it. With Elan Eddy Castle on south side Kilcorgan Point, 

Barna House or Barna Cliff and Mutton Isle, on Joyce's House, Merview, you are on it; least 
water two fathoms ; it has proved fatal to several ships : but with all the other dangers of the bay, is 
truly represented in the survey now engraving for the fisheries, and where the line of two fathoms 
shows distinctly the extent of safe navigation. 

Above Galway the sea penetrates four miles to the head of the creek or bay of Oranmore, where Oramnore. 
there is a village of five hundred inhabitants. This inlet is shallow and rocky, unfit to admit any 
thiniv but small vessels, which get up to a kind of quay at the old castle ; this quay is private property, 
and anchorage dues are levied by the owner Mr. Blake ; no improvement of course was attempted : a 
good deal of business is done there occasionally in landing turf, and sea -weed for manure, of which this 
bay affords an abundant supjdy. Herrings occasionally frequent the bay. 

The north shore is remarkable for several powerful springs, winch appear part of the waters of Loch 
Corrib, escaping through the limestone; on one of these is a Salmon fishery. 

To the south-west of Oranmore two miles is the islet called New Harbour, or Rhenville. It is a Rhenville. 



beautiful and safe harbour for small ships, and frequently resorted to in westerly winds, and in winter 
by vessels from Galway Roads; it is about a mile long and a quarter of a mile broad. The bottom 
is clean, the inner part mud, skirted with fine limestone gravel. 

The deputation of Commissioners selected this harbour for one of their quays, which has accord- 
ingly been built on a bight of the north shore, where it is quite land-locked ; the quay is one hundred 
and fifty feet long, having a return of sixty feet for boats, with a jetty and stairs at the head, fifteen feet 
at high water, and faced with hewn limestone. There is not as yet any public road to this quay, other- 
wise probably a gi'eat deal of business would be done there, but it is very much used by vessels, espe- 
cially for careening or wintering. 

A long narrow peninsula, (Ardfry) on which arelhe demesne andhouse of Lord Wallscourt, divides Avdfry. 
this last from the next inlet, which is about two miles long, but narrow, and the upper part shallow 
and rocky ; small craft only frequent this inlet, in which no pier has been built. 

Between Rhenville and Ardfry there is a long spit or reef, terminating at the cockle rocks opposite to 
Hare Island. This reef should be taken care of in navigating Galway Roads ; it is cleared with Oran 



Castle openofSabeen Point, 

In the middle of the bottom of the bay, the land jets out to a considerable extent in Kilcorgan Kilcorgan. 
Point, until opposite Mutton Island, and thereby covers (ialway Roads against S. ancl S. E winds. 

The greater part of this point of land is occupied by. a remarkable lagoon, where the limestone rock 
sinks beneath the sea level, and long narrow spits of beach have been washed across the inlet. This 
lagoon is too shallow to be navigated by any thing -but boats, and these oidy get through the entrance 
at Blackwater ; small boats can go quite across the point ; the figure of this lagoon will he best judged 
from the chart ; it affords a plentiful supply of sea-weed for manure. 

The spit of beach on the south side shoots away up the bay, so as to form a natural pier or break- Ballynacourty. 
water, covering the pool or hai-bour of Ballynacourty. This is one of the finest and safest stations in 
the bay ; it has fourteen feet at low water, with mud -and grassy banks ; but the entrance is narrow 
and somewhat intricate, so that it is considered as a bar harbuur. Here is one of the piers, adopted 



by the deputation above mentioned, at the village of Ballynacourty on the north side. 

It is formed by a cut across a narrow bank of gravel into a pool behind ; the cut is quayed on the 
east side in hewn limestone, and will admit coasting vessels; the pier is prolonged at half-tide level 



down to low-water neaps; if this place becomes of more consequence, this part may be advantageously 
raised to high water, and a return head made to it. 

A groin or pavement should also be made on the opposite side of the cut. The pool behind is a 
good place for laying up small craft, of which a considerable number belong to this place. A better 
road is much wanted up to Claren-bricige. 

This inlet runs up four miles above Ballynacourty, dividing into two arms, one of which terminates 
at Claren-hridge, the other at Kilcolgan, on the road from Galway to Gort. These inlets are shal- 
low, and little frequented, except by boats with sea-weed and turf, great quantities of which are brought 
from Cuuemara. The country round is a naked shallow limestone soil, which when cleared and culti- 
vated is fertile, and grows the finest wheat in Ireland; much of it is in sheep-walk. The population 
is chiefly confined to the shores, where the abundance of sea-weed encourages agriculture, and where 
fuel can be had by water, the interior having little or no bog. 

A mile below Claren-bridge, on the south side, is a village called Stradbally, with a small pier, and Stradbally. 
a few boats, which are occasionally employed in the Herring fishery. 
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l^lr. Ki'uiiio'i Two miles further, beyond the House of TjTone, is a village named Killeen, or New Arran, of 
Coast Suruen. three hundred inhabitants, having also several yawls. This place appeared a favourable situation for a 
adopted by the deputation in 1822. The pier named St. Kitts was begun by day 
„ ’ ' labour, and afterwards completed by contract.^ It is a neat quay of hewn limestone, one hundred and 

Arrau'’ twenty feet long, with a return-head of twenty feet ; at the upper end is a small bridge, through which 

boats pass into a pool behind the quay, covered from the sea by a gravel bank, where they may be laid 
up in complete shelter. This place is much frequented by the Galway fishermen during the Herring 
season, and with N. W. winds. The pier is covered in front by the small isle Mynish, three hundred 
yards distant, and some strong reefs, and has two or three entrances at high water ; at low water it is 
dry. It is nearly opposite to Ballj'nacourty. 

rile road is not completed into it ; but when it is, this, as well as Ballynaeourty, may be oxpe' ted 
to have a considerable trade; as this inlet of Kilcolgan, being covered on the S. W. by Elan Edy, 
forms one of the safest harbours in the bay of Galway, and it penetrates the farthest into the 
interior. 

Elan Edy. Elan Edy consists properly of three islands, connected by spils of shingle. On the eastern is an 

old casilc, which is a useful sea-mark ; the spits form safe boat harbours for each side of the isles 
which have seventy-two inhabitants, and several sailing craft, occasionally employed in the fishery; 
outside of it is an extensive Turbot bank. 

Kiiwara. South of Elan Edy is the bay of Kinvara ; the exterior part faces the W. but is somewhat covered 

by the shoal between Deer Island and the main. 

It then turns to the S. E. over a bar of eight feet, within which is a pool of two and a half fathoms 
land-locked; the upper part is shallow and roci.y, only used by small craft, which pass to the quay of 
Kinvara at the head. This quay was built originally by county presentment, and is rather in bad'^or- 
dcr ; a good deal of corn is shipped there in small vessels, and turf landed from Cuitemara. It is rather 
far up to be of much importance to the fisheries. Gort, a considerable inland town of three thousand 
inhabitants, is within seven miles. 

Crtishna, about a mile lower, is a village with some fishing yawls ; a road was made into it by the 
government funds in 1822, and fish are frequently landed there for the supply of the interior. 

'^"vas. Beyond this is the peninsula of Duras ; and connected by a narrow spit of beach, at its extremity, 

the peninsula of Aghnish, a detached part of the county of Clare. At Duras, on the north side, the 
proprietor, Mr. Lynch, proposed to the Board of Fisheries to bo at half the expense of a small pier, 
which was agreed to ; the work was contracted for by Mr. Lynch, and completed in 1823. The pier 
is neatly built in hewn limestone, one hundred and twenty feet long, with a leant or return-head of 
forty feet, and substantial parapet. The shore being aflat sand, we have only ten feet water at this 
pier, which nevertheless is found to be a great convenience to the fishing craft. A good deal of pro- 
duce is shipped here for Galway. 

From thespit of Aghnish, a shoal of foul ground runs off to a small rock called Deer Island, and 
round the point of Aghnish no situation occurs for any landing-pier, though a martelio tower has been 
built on the shore. 

'I’lic Islss of I he Isles of Arran scorn to be a continuation of the limestone county of Burrin (Clare), from which 

they are about four miles distant. There are three principal islands, Arranmore, St. Gregory’s, and 
Innischir, also the smaller branch isles at the northern extremity. 

The range is about twelve miles in length, and the broadest part of Arranmore is nearly two miles ; 
the whole population about three thousand. The southern side of Arran is a precipitous cliff of lime- 
stone, and the isle declines gradually northward to the water’s edge, on which in the, main isle there 
are two inlets, but only one of them capable of forming a harbour. On this inlet are two or three 
villiiges, of which that called Killancy, contains about one thousand inhabitants, who are chiefly em- 
jjloYcd in the fishery, especially for Cod and Ling, which they dry on the limestone rock along the 
shore. 

In 1822 there was agood deal of distress in Arran, and some relief was afforded by employing the 
people (0 quarry ashlers of limestone for the public works on the main. 

The Deputation of Commissioners having resolved on building one of the qtiaj's at Killaney in 
Arrau, I laid it out, and had it begun in the usual way by <lay labour ; but as there was considerable 
difficulty in communicating with the isles, the plan I gave was not perfectly understood, or at least not 
exactly followed, and the fund exhausted ere it was completed. It was, however, found of great ser- 
vice during the succeeding winter, and hassince been completed by contract. 

As the sea ebbs to a considerable distance at Killaney, I restricted the pier to covering the upper 
part only, to which it gives complete shelter ; but the road to it, from the old castle, is also made so 
as tn serve as a quay in off-shore winds. 

It is built in hewn limestone, (of which the isles afford excellent blocks,) similar in execution to the 
]iior of Duras, with a return-head or jetty, and an inner-quay along-shore as far as the old port. The 
exterior part of the hay is a good roadstead in all but north-east winds, and in them good shelter will 
be found behind the pier, where a hundred boats at least may be laid in safety. 

The entrance to Killancy is wrong described in Mackenzie’s chart and Pelham's map of Clare, bein"- 
on the west, not on the south of Straw Island. * 



Co. Clare. 

Within Aghnish, an inlet runs up four miles to Curranroe-bridge and tide mill; the mouth is nar- 
l.unai Quay, row, about two hundred yards wide; the interior lagoon has some good Oyster-beds; the tide ebbs 
at the entrance of this inlet with considerable force, forming a channel of two and a-half fathoms 
deep, hut without is a bar of nine feet only ; the upper part of the inlet is shallow. This is a favourite 
bathing-place, and there is a considerable population, especially in summer. At the entrance of the 
inlet, on the south side, two attempts have been made to build a quay; the village was also named 
New Quay ; but both of them are in ruins. Indeed I doubt if ever they were of any use. 

This place was selected by the deputation in 1822 for asmall quay, and £25 lI appropriated to it. I 
laid out the work in the vicinity of the innermost of the old jetties, and left a workman there who 
had been employed at Killough Harbour, who began it very substantially in hewn limestone, and pro- 
ceeded some time by day labour; the funds, however, were inadequate, and though some aid was 
obtained from the public, the work was suspended for a season or so, and ultimatclv finished bv 
contract. ^ ^ 

The quay is now neatly built in hewn limestone, one hundred and five feet along shore, with a return 
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of seventy-two feet for boats, and jetty pier-head of seventy feet, extending to low water, with a good 
parapet. This pier is fifteen feet high, and admits coasting vessels. A great deal of business is done 
here in shipping corn, landing turf, and also in the Fisheries ; a packet sails regularly in summer to 
Galway, and some good houses have been built at the quay; the wharf is commonly filled with 
craft. 

From the bar of Burrin Quay the coast is a limestone cliff into Ballyvaughan Bay ; the greater part 
of this bay is shallow, and only fit for boats, and a small quay for their use was built there many years 
ago 5 it is hardly worthy of much improvement. 

The eastern part of the bay runs up by a nan-ow channel to the l;^oon of Pooldoody, in which 
boats are completely land-locked j this lagoon or pool contains an extensive and celebrated Oyster 

Beyond Ballyvaughan the shore becomes steep, rising at length into the lofty limestone cliffs of 
Blackhead. As deep water is nearer tlte shore here than at any part of Galway Bay, and that great 
ships may ride close to the land, a small landing jetty somewhere about Glanina Castle would appear a 
very useful work, and could be made for about £200. 

Beyond Blackhead the coast of Clare affords no opportunity of constructing a place of shelter for 
several miles. The interior consists chiefly of hills of limestone, much of it naked, with singular crags 
and ravines. The inhabitants are few; the whole barony of Burrin containing less than eight thousand 
persons. 



iff, Niinmo’s CoaH 
Surver/. 



CO, CLARE. 
Ballyvaughan Bay. 



Pooldoody. 

Glanina. 



APPENDIX, No. XVIII. 

REPORT of Mr. Donnell, Inspector of Harbours to the Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries, on 
the State of the Piers and Landing Quays upon the Coast of Ireland, towards the construction of 
which, aid had been granted out of the Funds for the encouragement of the Fisheries — also, on Sites 
for new Piers and Quays, — being the result of an Inspection made for the Commissioners, pursuant 
to their order of the 29th of June, 1826. 

CouKTT Mayo. 

Killalla pier is on the estate of the See of Killalla, contiguous to the town. The Board granted for 
this work the sum of £138 9s. 2d., of which £86 7s. \0d. was expended, and there is now £52 Is. 4d., 
balance to its credit. 

The above grant was made in 1822, with the intention of alleviating the distress then prevalent on 
the coast, and includes the sum of £41 17s. Id. from the funds of the London Committee, and 
£34 12s. Sd. from the Government of Ireland. 

The work is simply an extension of the commercial quay of the town, and has not been of utility 
for fishery purposes ; possibly the hurry of the occasion having prevented deliberate examination. 

The pier head has sustained some damage from the concussions of vessels, and the stroke of the 
sea; but there being a harbour fund organized and managed by the merchants of the town, it does 
not appear that the Board are interested in ordering any repair ; the expense would be about £10. 

Ihe fishermen prefer laying their boats alongside an embanked road that joins the quay with the 
town, for convenience of sale ; and the above balance would be beneficially expended in deepening the 
channel along the supporting wall, especially as there is reason to expect that local contributions to a 
similar amount would be obtained. I therefore respectfully recommend that the Board order it to bo 
so applied, if local contribution to a similar amount be raised within a limited time. 

A stone dam and some other works have been pai-tially executed in the harbour, the expense of 
which was defrayed from funds distinct from those of the Commissioners. 

The Board granted £276 1S«. 5rf. for erecting a pier in Bunatraher Bay, on the glebe land of 
Dunfeeny, but no progress has been made in the work. Machinery was transferred from Saleen for 
its use, the value of which, with some incidental expenses, amounts to £42 155. 6d., having a balance 
to its credit of £234 2s. 1 Id. 

Though I have on this, as on a former inspection, endeavoured to ascertain how this machinery has 
been disposed of, I have not succeeded in obtaining the desired information. 

The grant includes the sum of £76 9s. 5d. from the funds of the London Committee, and 
£96 4s. 7d. from the Government of Ireland, for the relief of distressed districts. 

There is a valuable fishing bank off this bay ; but being a winter fishery for the white fish, and the 
coast being extremely wild and destitute of shelter, little advantage is made of it. Herrings sot in 
usually in August. 

I am inclined lo believe this work would have been proceeded with, had not the engineer been de- 
terred from the undertaking on account of the difficulty of making secure work on an unsheltered site, 
exposed to an extremely furious sea, notwithstanding materials of a superior class are on the spot; but 
the sum allocated would do little more than purchase adequate machinery for conveying and placing 
stones sufficiently massy to ensure security. 

The fishermen two or three years back cleared the rocks and loose stones, and formed a channel 
parallel to the beach, under the lee of a fixed rock, which smoothens the water in heavy gales. From 
this they state they have derived considerable security ; and they are of opinion that it would mate- 
rially lessen the danger of approaching the shore, when overtaken by storms, if this were extended and 
improved. 

I am of opinion that the rocks taken out of such channel, and banked on its sides, would be very 
liable to be again swept in ; but as those cleai-ed by the fishermen have not been thrown back, the ex- 
periment may be worth trying, it being the only improvement that can be attempted with the fund 
allocated; and the Board may perhaps be of opinion that the site has a claim, on account of the 
portions of the grant- derived from the funds of the London Committee, and the Government of 
Ireland. 

Belmullet Pier is at the northern extremity of Blacksod Bay, on the estate of Mr. William Henry Bclmullst. 
Carter. The site is too far embayed to answer as a harbour for craft to proceed from, to the fish- 
ing banks; its utility in promoting the great fishery of the district, will be thesupplj'iug of boats in 
Blacksod and Broadhaven Bay with materials for outfit and repairs, and by affording a eertmn market 



Mr. Donncll'd Report 
on the Fishery 
Harbours. 
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Xt. PmmeU’s Beport for fish when taken, for ail which purposes there are stores well supplied with salt, cordage, and alt 
Qnthe Fishery necessary matters. L will also be the chief point on the coast for the import of general merchandue. 
Harb ours, export of fish, kelp, and corn : it will therefore be a highly useful work ; but being as much a 

' CO^ivlAYo" commercial as a fishery object, I can only place it in the third class, as to its utility for promoting the 
n 1 11 t " fishery. : 

® ■ Mr. Carter commenced the building of a pier on this site, which has been extended ninety-four feet 

from the shore, but is not finished to that extent. He has solicited, and the Board have granted, the- 
sum of £13S 9-«- 2<f., on condition that he do finish the work according to the plan and specification,, 
exteiirling the pier two hundred and forty-four feet in length from its root ; but Mr. Carter being de- 
sirous of obtaining an estimate of the expense of executing that plan, the Board, under date the2lst 
last June, (1826,) were .pleased to order me to make such estimate, which I have done, and find it to 
amount to £564 2,t. Zd . ; and having revised the various documents referred to me, I respectfully- 
recommended, under date the 27tli of last June, a grant of half the estimated cost, say £282, including 
the grant of £138 9r. 2f^. already made, on condition that Mr. Carter do complete the work accord- 
ing to a plan and specification furnished to him by the Board, which would make the total contribution 
of Mr. Carter amount to £342 2s. Zd., including his expenditure on the work already executed. 

Extract from Mr. DonveU's Report o/1829. — The work is nearly iiniahed, and fully equal in plan 
and execution to the terms of the contract. 



It was stated in my Report on this site, that it was as much a commercial as a fishing object. 
Tlirugb unfinished, it has proved eminently useful in both capacities. 

But a few years back there wore only some scattered thatched cabins about this place, -and a single 
boat of sixty or seventy tons was found sufficient to take away the whole agricultural produce. At 
present there is a regular village, which is rapidly extending — most of the houses two stories high, and 
slated. There are also respectable stores for merchandize imported, including all materials necessary 
for boat-building, fishing, &c- ; and fish, corn, &c. for exportation. 

Onihe 12th of last December, (1828,) a large schooner lay under shelter of the unfinished pier, 
during a storm, without sustaining damage. She was taking in a cargo of corn, of which there is now 
a considerable export. 

A great number of boats were built in this place last year, which were generally given to fishermen 
on credit, payment being taken iii fish, oil, or any other exportable commodity. 

Extract from Mr. Donnell’s Report of 1830. — Belmullet pier presented, as I was informed, an 
animated and interesting appearance during the Herring fishery, from the number of boats lying within 
it. At the time of ray inspection there were lying in it boats from Inniskea, laden with Herrings. 
A storm prevented them from getting into Westport ; they ran for Belmullet, and a merchant resid- 
ing in that town allowed the people of the place to take as much fish as they pleased for their own 
supply at a fixed price, and he took the remainder at the same price, which he cured. At the same time 
four large vessels were lying at the pier, taking in freights of corn, &c., one of which, I was informed, 
had sailed ten days before with a cargo of oats for Glasgow, and had then returned for another in that 
remarkably short space of time. Six years ago a fishing vessel was rarely, and a merchant vessel never, 
seen at Belmullet. 



,Saleen. 



Tannoo, 



Achil. 



Saleen is on the western shore of Blacksod Bay, upon the estate of Major Denis Bingham, in the 
tenancy of Mr. William Bingham. Being nearer to the mouth of the bay, it is better circumstanced 
than Belmullet as a station to prosecute the great fishery off the western shores, and for affording 
shelter to craft when overtaken by storms within the bay. There is a new town, with commert-i^ 
stores building contiguous to the quay, where it is intended to supply the articles of commerce neces- 
sary for fishery use, and also to cure fish at. 

The plan consists of a pier, one hundred and sixty-five feet in length from the root, and an inte- 
rior excavated basin ; it may be placed in the second class, as to its degree of utility for promoting the 
Fishery. 

The several grants made for this work amount to £743 15s. 2rf., including £69 4s. l\d. from the funds 
of the Mansion House Committee, and £69 4s. 7-^rf. from the Irish Government : and there remains 
£437 unexpended of these grants, to which Mr. William Bingham has undertaken to contribute £438 
6-'. Ad., making together the sum of £875 6s. Ad. now applicable to completing this work. 

The necessary deed of contract is being prepared, and when executed, the work will proceed. 

The pier was commenced in 1822, and carried out about ninety-six feet, but not finished to that 
extent ; and some walling and excavation were done, (he expense of which amounting to £306 15s. 2d. 
was defrayed out of the original grants. 

The unfinished work sustained considerable damage from last winter’s storms. 

E.ctract from Mr. Donnell’s Report of 1830 Saleen pier was found to be an accommodation in 

this year, while the Herring fishery lasted ; and several cargoes of corn were landed at the pier before 
it was finished. The proprietor of the place states that he only waited for the completion of the pier 
to finish a large corn and mercantile store, which had been commenced contiguous to it. 

T.armon, on (be south western point of Blacksod Bay, on the estate of the see of Killalla, in the 
tenancy of Mr. Connell O’Donnell, being the most seaward point affording shelter for craft engaged 
in the great and productive fishery of the banks extending from off Erris Head along the coasts of 
Erris and Achil, is entitled to be placed in the first class of fishery harbours. 

The several grants for this work amount to the sum of £1143 10s. Ad., including £99 10s. llrf. 
fi'om the funds of the London Committee, and £92 6s. 2d. from the Government of Ireland. 

'I he pier has been carried out on a site chosen by Mr. Nimmo, one hundred and ninety-two feet, 
but not finished to that extent, at an expense of £403 15s. llrf., which was defrayed out of the ori- 
ginal grant, The work being useless in its unfinished state, and exposed to dilapidation, the Board 
made additional grants for finishing it, and there now remains £738 9s. 2rf. unexpended and applicable 
to that purpose. 

1 he terms' of a contract have been agreed to for £738 9s. 2d., and the undertaker has commenced 
some preparatory operations, and when the deeds are executed, the work will proceed to its com- 
pletion. 

Ejctract from Mr. DortneWs Report of \ZZ0 . — Tarmon pier, from its position at the entrance of 
Blacksod Bay, U found to be a valuable accommodation ; and from its contiguity to the best fishing 
ground on the Irish coast, must, when known to the fishermen of the eastern coast, prove serviceable 
to them. ^ No doubt this wild sequestered s]iot will soon have its village or town surrounding it, as a 
road terminating on a pier almost invariably produces that effect. 

Achil pier, on the south end of Achil Island, in the sound between it and Achilbeg, is on the 
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estate of Sir Neal O’Donnell, and consists of a landing-pier, one hundred and fifty feet in length from Mr. DomeWs Rept^ 
its root. • on the Fishery 

Not having any road communicating with it, and giving little additional shelter in the sound, it Harbours, 
cannot be said to have benefited the Fisheries ; it is, however, of some use as a landing-pier for boats ' rn ivJavn 
having business on the island ; and a few vessels have loaded kelp at it. - 

The Board’s grant amounted to £369 4s. which included £92 6s. l|rf. from the funds of ihe 
Mansion-house Committee, and £'92 6s. \\d. from the Government. The work cost .t2;;2 4s. \- d., 
and the balance saved, i76 1 9s. 10c?-, was transferred to another pier. 

Previous to February, 1825, it had sustained some damage in the ashler facing : and not haviisg 
been skilfully done, the hearting or filling had sunk so as to render the surface of the pier a hollow 
parallelogram within the copings, and I then respectfully recommended these defects to be repaired, 
the estimated cost amounting to £'114, which recommendation was not acceded to. Since that period some 
further damage has occurred. The additional expense of repair would he £5, making the total sum 
necessary to secure this work £1 ly ; and I respectfully submit, that as future contingencies may ren- 
der this pier more available for public use, it is expedient to order these repairs, rather than permit 
the woi-k to become dilapidated. 



Old Head, is on the south coast of Clew Bay, about two leagues within Ruana Point, its southern OldHead. 
headland, is upon the estate of the Marquess of Sligo. 

The numerous fishing craft of Clew Bay and the adjacent shores will acquire most beneficial accom- 
modation by a harbour so far to windward, and so much nearer to the fishing grounds than Westport, 
or the natural shelter afforded by the islands at the eastern end of the bay, across the mouth of which 
for many leagues both north and south, the great western fishing bank, and tlie Sunfish banks, extend. 

This work was undertaken in the year 1822, the Board having granted £461 10s. 9<f* for its exe- 
cution, which included £115 7s. 8rf. from the funds of the Mansion-house Committee, and £115 7s. 



8c?. from the Government This grant, which was the amount of the estimate, was expended, and 
the work left unfinished and useless. 



In February, 1825, I submitted to the consideration of the Board an improved and extended plan 
for finishing this important work, the estimate for which amounted to ,£1340 7s. Ic?,, viz., £467 4s. 4rf. 
for finishing the work commenced, and £873 2s. 9d. for the extension ; I also submitted a plan for 
finishingthe work on a smaller scale, the estimate for which amounted to £702 16s. Id. 



• Subsequently, the Marquess of Sligo intimated his willingness to subscribe towards the expense of 
finishing the improved plan, but declined to contribute towards the minor, as inadequate to any 
enlarged view of public utility. His Lordship having agreed to subscribe £417 4s. Id., the Board 
have granted £927 4t. lO"?., for completing the work, which, being adddd to the original alloca- 
tion, makes the gross amount of public money appropriated £1,388 15s. Id., and the total estimated 
cost £1,806 Is. 2d. The Marquess has agreed to execute this work according to the plan and speci- 
fication furnished to him, and to complete it within a period limited by the contract, the work during 
its progress to be subject to the superintendence of the Board’s Officer. No progress has yet been 
made with it, but when the deeds of contract are executed the work will proceed. 

Extract from Mr. DonnelPs Report of 1830. — At Old Head Pier, the impression that such limited 
funds as the Commissioners had at their disposal were inadequate to construct a work that would 
withstand the sea at that place, retarded speculation, but the completion and evident security of the 
work having entirely removed that impression, its capabilities for improving the fishery and agricul- 
ture of the district, under the liberal management of flie Marquess of Sligo, will soon be developed. 

Carrowmore is on the south coast of Clew Bay, less than four miles within Ruana Point, the CarroTpmore, 
southern headland of the bay, about one mile distant from the village of Louisbonrg, and on the 
estate of Sir Samuel O’Malley. 

The seaward position of this site, and being in a populous district, central, as regards the great 
western fishing banks, constitute it a siie of considerable expectation for promoting the fishery; but 
having very limited natural shelter, and being merely an imperfect creek, with shallow water, rocky 
bottom and entrance, its practical utility must generally be as a fair-weather harbour for small 
craft ; in which capacity it will occasionally be found very useful, when the proposed work shall be 
executed. 



In November last an application from Sir Samuel O’Malley, together with a plan and specification 
made by Mr. William Bald, were referred by the Board for examination by me ; and in January 
last, having inspected the site and documents, I reported, that the object was worthy of a limited 



grant in co-operation with local contribution ; and the board granted £347 4s. 8ff., the moiety of the 
estimated expense, on condition that no part of the grant should be paid until three winter months 
had elapsed after finishing the work, as a test of its substantial execution ; but it being subsequently 
represented to the Board that these terms were onerous and harder than usual, they made a further 
grant of :160 5s. 3d., making together £507 9^. Hf?. towards the execution of this work; the 
other clauses standing in their original form. 

As no payment was required to be made in advance, or on account, it was not deemed necessary 
to enter into a forma! contract, it being understood that the grant would be rescinded if the work 
should not be completed before the 11th of May, in the year 1828. No progress has yet been made 
towards its execution. 



Extract from Mr. DonneWs Report for 1829. — In July last I inspected the site, and found the 
works demolished by the storms of the preceding winter. Sir Samuel O’Malley, who had undertaken 
to execute them, applied for an extension of time to enable him to rebuild, which was granted condi- 
tionally, for an immediate commencement and satisfactory prosecution of the works, which not having 
been duly fulfilled, the grant has been revoked. 

In Old Castle Cove, on the eastern coast of Clare Island, which is the estate of Sir Samuel 014 Castle, Clare 
O’Malley, a harbour was formed some years back by the proprietor of the island, who built a pier, 
which afforded considerable shelter and accommodation ; but requiring some further improvement, 
the present proprietor, in .January 1824, obtained a grant of £276 18s. 5d. to execute certain works 
according to a plan an 1 sj)ecification made by Mr. Nimmo, which consisted principally in the construc- 
tion of a breakwater and a boat-slip, and cutting down rocks at the entrance, and cutting a face on a 
sloping rock at the inner extremity, and forming it into a quay. 

The central position of this harbour near the great fishing bank, extending from Achil, west of 
the island, to Innis Bofin, and being a lee-shore with the prevailing westerly and north-west winds, 
renders it of great value and importance for promoting and accommodating the fishery, and entitles 
it to rank in the first class as a fishery harbour. P 2 
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Donnell’s Beport Payment of the sum granted by the Board has been demanded, grounded on the alleged completion 
of the work ; which demand was referred for my report, and I thereupon stated that the work was not 
^ - Jiurtours. finished, and the undertaker was not entitled to payment. 

CO. MAYO Porta Chuiila, is on the southern coast of Clare Island, on the estate of Sir Samuel O’Malley. 

Porta-Chnilla. ’ January 1824, the Board granted the sum of £92 6s. 2d. for this work, on condition that Sir 

Samuel O Malley would contribute a like sum to form a pier and breakwater, according to a plan and 
specification made by Mr. Nimmo. Since that period Mr. Bald, the engineer employed by Sir Samuel, 
has proposed to change the plan, but no progress has been made with any work on the site. 

The fishermen of the place object to the proposed north pier or breakwater, as tending to 
produce a reflux against the principal pier, and think the change suggested by Mr. Bald would be 
desirable. 



iBuisturk. 



Bundurragfa, 



I he shore and the immediate site is one general wild rock, amongst the winding channels of which 
a few adventurous fishermen find some shelter for small craft; and the intention of the proposed work 
IS to improve this shelter. 

A harbour for small craft on this site would be a valuable acquisition, and tend to facilitate and en- 
courage the suiTounding fisheries, extending to the north-west and south for white fish, and all around 
and into the Killeries for Herrings ; but from its great exposure, the expense of making secure work 
to the proposed extent would far exceed the estimate, though something very serviceable to the few 
enterprising fishermen of the place, in the way of removing rocks and clearing the channel of 
stones and boulders, could be easily accomplished, and would be an improvement well worthy of 
the expense 

A deep and secure harbour in this position would deserve to be ranked in the first class for its 
degree of utility; but considering its rocky bottom, the intricacy and foulness of its entrance, and 
the srnall depth of water attainable, the proposed improvements, even if permanently executed, would 
place it only in the second class. 

Innisturk Harbour is on the south shore of the island of that name, which is the estate of the See 
of Tuam, in the tenancy of the Marquess of Camden and Earl Spencer as trustees under the will of 
the late Lord Lucan. 

The work consists of a breakwater pier, eighty-two feet in length from the root. The grants for 
Rework amount to the sum of ^382 Is. which includes ,i'98 Ifisr- 2<f.from the funds of the London 
Committee, and ,'i'92 6s. 2d. from the Government ; £377 7s. was expended on the work, and a ba- 
lance of ,i'4 14s. now stands to its credit. 

Harbours in the islands west and north-west of the bays and coasts of Mayo and Galway, would 
be of the utmost advantage to the great western fishery ; for when craft would be overtaken in storms 
from the north-west and west, they would find shelter under the lee of the islands, when approaching 
the shores ot the main land would be certain destruction ; besides being nearer the fishing grounds, 
they would also be a great accommodation as safe positions whereat to await the proper opportunity 
for proceeding to the fishing. In this view, a harbour in Innisturk would be of great value, and was 
probably the motive for the attempt that has been made ; but the shores of the island do not afford 
any deep indenture suitable to such purpose, and to construct one entirely by artificial shelter in so 
turbulent a sea, would not fall within the practical limit of expense. 

In November 1824 I inspected this work, which was built under the direction of Mr. Nimmo. It 
is a rude breakwater pier, stretching about half way across the mouth of a small creek, and was in- 
tended to shelter the area within. 

In December 1824 his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant was pleased to refer for the consideration 
of the Board, a memorial, purporting to be from the fishermen of Innisturk, &e., together with a letter 
from Earl Spencer, and other documents, complaining that the pier had destroyed the natural harbour 
and produced injuries instead of advantage, and praying its removal. 

Being ordered to state my opinion on the subject, I reported in substance that the pier had improv- 
ed the harbour, especially if completed by some additional work, which I conceive it required ; and in 
•’cport, dated 10th I-ebruary 1825, I recommended the removal of rocks and loose stones, 
and the building of a parapet on the pier, the expense of which I estimated at £86 5s. 3d. 

The Board were also pleased to fake the opinion of Lieutenant Hutchinson of the Royal Navy, 
who reported in substance, that the work had improved the harbour. 

The Board were also pleased to order Mr. John Killaly specially to inspect the work and report on 
the subject, which report was transmitted for his Excellency’s consideration on the 14th July, 1825, 
but It did not express any decided opinion on the merits of the work. 

On the present inspection, I find the work has not sustained any material damage, but remains 
nearly m the same condition as when inspected in 1824. 

On consulting with the fishermen and other inhabitants of the island, and also with the coast-guard, 
as to the propriety of removing the pier, in compliance with the memorial mentioned, they unani- 
mously agreed that the work had served the harbour considerably, and expressed alarm and uneasiness 
at the proposal of removing it ; but are anxious for the execution of the improvements recommended 
by me, and are of opinion, that the construction of an interior boat quay would render it a safe and 
excellent harbour for small craft. 

_ fhe expense of the improvements which I recommended, including the repair of some recent iniu- 
I ^ covered by a grant of £100 ; and the boat quay proposed by the islanders would cost 
; but the latter, according to my humble opinion, could only be countenanced by the Board m 
co-operation with a liberal local contribution. 

This harbour stands in the second class for its degree of utility in promoting the fisheries. 

I did not meet any person on the island who would admit that he had ever signed or seen the me- 
morial, or believed such a paper ever had been there, iliough some admitted that they heard of such a 
matter at Casi plmr. •' 



On the north shore of the Kiliery Harbour, above three miles witnm ts north-western headland, 
and contiguous to the village of Bundurragh, on the estate of the Marquess of Sligo, a wharf one 
nundrecl and lifty-two feet long, and a jetty seventy-five feet, were finished in 1815, and have facili- 
tated and promoted the fishcry, having been the means of increasing the number of boats employed, 
ft. V! ^o“^«sioners, and the Marquess of Sligo, each contributed £276 18s. 5d. making 

if- u .u ui- superintendence £39 lOs. 6cf. makes the total expense £593 7s. 4c?.; of 

which the public paid £316 8s. llrf. 

A Sdmon fishery having been interrupted by the erection of the harbour walls, the Marquess applied 
0 e oard to construct a boat-slip in the harbour, on which the Salmon nets could be hauled up; 
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and it would also give the additional accommodation for landing, which the harbour requires. The 
Board granted'to fiis Lordship the sum of £'18 10 a being a moiety of the estimated expense, and 
measures have been taken for its execution. 

The work of this harbour has been substantially executed, and has not sustained any damage since 
its completion, except some trifling disturbance to part of the surface pavement by the surging of high 
tides, and the breaking of one of the mooring rings: these, 30s. would repair, but there is no fund 
applicable to that purpose ; yet however insignificant this damage may now be, if suffered to extend, 
it may cause dilapidation of the whole work. 

Exclusive of the above, it appears that the masonry at the nortli-east end had not been properly in- 
corporated with and joined to the rock ; neither were some rocks at this part sufficiently cut out, both 
which require improvement that may be executed at an expense of £20. 

This harbour may be placed in the second class for its degree of utibty in promoting the fisheries. 

At Lacken, ashort distance west of Kilcummin Head, on the estate of Colonel Cuffe, there are nu- 
merous boats, but the strand is entirely devoid of shelter. The boats are hauled up on a cliff out of 
the reach of the sea, as the only means of preserving them ; and the owner of a walled yard upon the 
cbff exacts payment of an annual rent for permission to bring the boats within it. A harbour here would 
promote the valuable fishery of this coast ; but having taken the measurements and soundings of the 
site, I am of opinion, that nothing effectual could be done under an expense of £1500. I wrote to 
Colonel Cuffe on the subject of a local contribution, but did not receive any answer from him. 

SITES IN MAYO FOR NEW PIERS. 

There are three points on Bofin Island, which are the resort of fishing craft from every part of the Innie Bofin. 

Irish coast, all requiring artificial improvement; one on the north, one on the south, and one on 
the east shore. That on the east being most in need of shelter, I took the survey and soundings of 
the site, and have made a rough plan of the work. I compute the expense at £1,500 

The Marquess of Sligo would contribute tc the expense, and proposes to build a town with curing- 
houses, &c- and intends making roads to communicate between the fishing stations. 

Extract fi-om Mr. Donnell’s Report 1829. — In Broad Haven Bay, which is separated from Broad Haven. 

Blacksod Bay by the very narrow isthmus on which the new village of Belmullet is built, the land pro- 
prietors and merchants interested in the improvement of this district, are anxious to have a quay ; as 
vessels could enter or sail out of one bay with the same wind that would oppose them in the other, 
which would of course render intercourse with the village nearly independent of the direction of 
the wind. The persons interested having offered a local contribution, I received the Board’s command 
to make a plan, specification and estimate for the work, which I accordingly did ; but on taking the 
matter into consideration, and comparing the urgency of other claims on their very limited funds, the 
Board were of opinion, that however desirable as a mercantile object the work might prove, the claims 
for fishery purposes were overbalanced by several applications then under consideration, and tlie grant 
was accordingly refused. 

County Gaeway. 

Cleggan, on the south shore of Cleggan Bay, near its eastern extremity, on the estate of Mr. Tho- CO. GALWAY, 

mas Martin, consists of a pier two hundred feet in length from the root, and an interior excavated 
basin. The Bay is advantageously situated for pursuing the great fishery around Innis Bofin, the Kil- Cleggan. 
leries, and other adjacent bays, and is remarkable for the certainty with which the Herring shoals peri- 
odically fall into it. 

In 1822 the sum of £461 IDs. 9rf. was allocated for this work, which includes one-fourth from the 
funds of the Mansion-house Committee and one-fourth from the Government. This sum being found 
inadequate to complete the plan as proposed by Mr. Nimmo, in 1824 a further grant of £199 5s. 3cf, 
was made, making the total £660 I6s. and the balance now to the credit of the work is £179 Is. 6d. 

In October 1824, I presented a plan for completing this work, the estimate for which amounted to 
£378 19s. In September 1825, in compliance with the Board’s order, I again reported on the 
state of this work; and being, by the order of the 13th October, directed to secure several unfinished 
piers against the injuries to be apprehended from the storms of the approaching winter, I made a con- 
ditional contract for this work for the sum of £55 7s. 8if. it being then too late in the season for ex- 
tensive undertakings, which contract the Board were pleased to sanction. The work has been execu- 
ted, and had the effect of checking the progress of dilapidation ; but I am sorry to add, that for want 
of due superintendence it has not been executed equal to the specification, and I shall decline certify- 
ing for payment to the contractor until the defects shall be remedied. 

It may bo proper to notice that £150 (Irish) is charged to Government for this woi'k, in Mr. Nim- 
mo’s accounts, published by order of the House of Commons in 1823 ; and also, that some excavation 
and walling of the common class were executed in the basin of this haibour in September 1825, I be- 
lieve by order of Mr. Nimmo, but I do not know from what fund the cost has been defrayed. 

On this inspection I have endeavoured to ascertain whether local contribution could be obtained, 
and find some will be had, but could not arrive at the definite amount ; say £50. 

Under all the circumstances, I respectfully recommend that measures may be taken to render this 
work available for public use, by having it finished according to the plan I had the honor to propose, 
with some trifling alteration on the shape of the excavation in the interior basin. 

For which purpose I further recommend an additional grant of £150 out of the annual fund granted 
by the 5th Geo. IV., on condition that £50 be added by local contribution, which will make the sum 
of £379 Is. 6cZ. applicable to finishing the work, out of which the work done under the contract above 
noticed will be defrayed when properly executed. 

In its present state this work has proved of very little service to the fishery; but if finished it would 
rank in the first class for its degree of utility. 

The quay of Clifden is near tho eastern extremity of Ardbear Bay, contiguous to the village, and on Clifden. 
the estate of Mr. John D’Arcy. Clifden is not a place of rendezvous from whence boats proceed to 
the fishing grounds, being too far embayed; but its utility consists in affording a safe landing-place, 
and a certain market for fish to any amount, and in supplying all necessaries for the outfit of tho fish- 
ery, and merchandize for the country in general ; there being extensive stores erected on the quay for 
the curing of fish, and the supply of the necessaries above mentioned. The village is entirely a new 
creation, and owes its rise to the establishment of the harbour, and opening the country by the Go- 
vernment roads that have been made. 



Mr. DomelCa 
on the Fislter^ 
Harhows. 

CO. MAYO. 
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Donnell’s Report The plan which was given by Mr. Nimmo consists of a boat and slip-quay, five hundred and eighty 
on the Fishery nine feet in length, with an elbow or obtuse turn along a cliff three hundred feet in length, for shipping 
Harbours. (jggp but only one hundred and seventy-five feet of the ship quay is finished, and three hun- 

' C^^LWAY^ dred and fourteen feet in length of the boat quay has been raised within two feet of its intended height. 

^ ' Sixty-seven feet of the ship quay, the entire three hundred feet of the elbow or deep ship-quay, and two 
feet in height of the boat quay, remain undone. Under the contract this work should have been com- 
pleted on or before the 1st day of August 1823. 

In 1822 the Board granted £228 9s. 2d. towards the expense of this work, including the cost of 
erecting a breakwater at Doughbeg, about a mile westward of Clifden ; the amount of the estimate of 
the whole being £456 I8s. 5d\ in addition to which, the Board supplied machinery to the value of 
£34 igj'., and contracted with Mr. D’Arcy, who undertook to contribute £288 9s. 3d. for the 
execution. 

The Board agreed to pay Mr. D’Arcy by instalments, as certain portions of the work would be cer- 
tified by the Board’s engineer to have been duly executed ; under which clause Mr. D’Arcy received 
payments amounting to £168 16s'., including the value of machinery, and t'94 12s. 2d. now stands to 
the credit of the work. 

It may be proper to observe, that £342 9s. 1^ (Irish) is charged to Government as expended on 
this work, exclusive of the foregoing sums. 

It is obvious that the estimate was inadequate to the expense of exeduting such extensive works, and 
believing it was not probable they would be completed without the Board’s interference, in November 
last. I recommended that the balance standing to the credit should be expended in completing, so far 
as adequate, which would secure and finish as much of this interesting harbour as would be at all ne- 
cessary for fishery objects, and I now respoctfully repeat that recommendation. 

This harbour may be placed in the second class for its utility in promoting the fishery. 

The breakwater at Doughbeg was included in the foregoing estimate, though a distinct and detached 
work. It was finished, and is a useful work ; it stands in need of some trifling repair, but the damage 
being the effect of mere wear and tear, I do not conceive there is any fund applicable to it. 

Extract from Mr. Donnell’s Report of J 829. — Notwithstanding the unfinished state of the greater 
part of these quays, some good stores have been erected on the finished part, and merchant vesssla 
load or discharge their cargoes at them. They bring iron, pitch, ropes, earthenware, &c, &c, and take 
away fish, corn, kelp, Irish marble, &c. &c. 

A few years back there were only some poor scattered cabins about this place ; at present there are, 
exclusive of merchants’ stores, several streets of slated houses, church, chapel, school, bridewell, dis- 
tillery, police office, &c. &c. 

The place was heretofore only remarkable for illicit distillation and smuggling; at present it pays 
excise duties to a considerable amount. 

Eight mooring posts and three mooring rings have been fixed in the quays, under the general order 
for moorings. 

Roimdstone.’; _ Roundstone Harbour, on the western shore of Roundstone Bay, on the estate of Mr. Thomas Mar- 

tin, in the tenancy of Mr. Alexander Nimmo, consists of a landing quay, two hundred and seventeen 
feet 111 length, and a pier one hmulred and fifty feet, measuring from its root. It is most favourably 
situated for promoting the fishery, being to the southward of Slyiie Head. Boats can reach the pro- 
ductive bays and banks in its vicinity, when those to the northward cannot venture into the turbu^nt 
sea off that headland. A site for a fishing village is marked out adjacent to the quay, and the building 
lots set rapidly. ■' ® 

In 1822 £369 4s. 7d. was allocated to this work, which included one fourth from the Mansion-house 
Committee, and one fourth from the Government. In 1814, the work being incomplete, further 
grants, amounting to till 2s. lOrf., were made, and there now stands to its credit .£86 15s. Ad. I 
deem it proper to observe, that £150 (Irish) is charged to Government for this work by the Govern- 
ment engineer, exclusive of the foregoing sums. 

Ill Oetober,_ 1824, I recommended to the Board to re-cope and raise the work, and to build a pa- 
rapet on the pier, according to agiven plan and specification, as works necessary to secure and com- 
plete what had been done; and in September, 1825, I made a conditional contract for the execution, 

I find the most material part, the coping, is done in a most substantial manner ; but the other work is 
not completed, though the time limited by the agreement has expired ; however, as the undertaker is 
not entitled to draw any money until the whole work shall be completed, I entertain no doubt of its 
being soon finished in a permanent and satisfactory manner. Some trifling damage has been done by 
the surge breaking on the sea pavement, that prudence requires should be repaired in time ; £5 would 
do this, and give a general pinning to this part of the work ; and I recommend a grant for that purpose, 
if there be a fund applicable to it. ^ ‘ 

Exclusive of accommodation to the fishery, merchant vessels have loaded kelp at the quay for the 
London market, and the Plumper gun brig has been careened or scraped in the harbour? I place it 
ill the first class for its degree of utility in promoting the fisheries. 

Extract from Mr. Donnell’s Riport of 1829 — The work has been completed, and six mooring 
posts and four mooring rings have been fixed, under the general order for moorings. 

_ Four years back there were only three or four scattered cabins near this quay, and the small quan- 
tity of corn produced in the country adjacent, was entirely used for illicit distillation. A substantial 
slated store has been built on the quay. The building of a new village is rapidly proceeding ; many 
ot the houses are occupied, and I am informed a patent has been obtained for holding markets and 



Kfflanejr— Isles of 



There can be no doubt but this hitherto sequestered and almost unknown district will shortly give 
extensive employment in fishery, agricultural, and commercial avocations. 

.v of cove near the east end of the great island of Arran, is connected with 

the hsliyig village of Killaney, on the estate of the Reverend John Digby, and consists of a landing 
quay, ot three hundred and twenty-six feet, and a pier two hundred and forty-five feet in length. Ex- 
clusive of immediate accommodation to the islanders, who are nearly all fishermen, its position in (he 
centre of the mouth of Galway Bay renders it of first rate importance for promoting the great fishery 
ot tlnit district ; and the only question now is, whether the work will be found sufficiently extensive 
to attord shelter to the numerous craft resorting thither from all parts of the opposite coasts, in addi- 
tion to the craft of the island. 

In 1822, .£230 15s. 5rf. was ^located for it, which included £60 6s. from the funds of the London 
Commiltee, and *.53 Is. 6if. from the Government. This being found insufficient to finish the work, 
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in January 1824 a farther sum of ,-£461 10s. 9d. was granted, mating the total ±'692 6s. 2d. In Oc- sfr. Sonuelts Repdtf 
tober 1824 1 furnished a plan, specification and estimate, for completing it, and in September 1825 I on t/ie Fii/iery 
transmitted a conditional agreement for its execution, for the sum of ±415 7s. 8^d., which the Hoard Harb ours, ^ 
were pleased to ratify, a balance then standing to its credit of ±482 8s. Id. The contractor has since 
received two instalments on account, amounting to ±276 18s. 5^rf., leaving ±205 9s. 8i7. in hand, out gjUa^ey— Isles of' 
of which he will be entitled to receive, when the work shall be finished, ±138 9s. 3d. as payment in ,4iran, 
full, and there will then remain ±67 Os. 5d. unexpended, and applicable to some further necessary im- 
provements, if the Board shall please to sanction them. 

In January last the contractor applied for pa5'ment of his second instalment, which being referred, 

I found parts of tlie work executed, inferior to the specification, and therefore refused to certifj', and 
moreover took immediate measures for procuring occasional, and subsequently permanent superintend- 
ence ; but finding the defects remedied, and the work rendered perfectly secure and substantial, I did 
not act on the Board’s permission to place a permanent overseer to superintend the work; I have 
ance reported accordingly, and that the contractor was entitled to his second instalment. The work 
was executing in a permanent and satisfactory manner when last inspected. 

The term limited for finishing the work has elapsed, owing to the time lost in rebuilding the defective 
parts, but from its present stale of forwardness, I feel confident it will be ready for the reception of 
craft in the approaching winter. 

When finished it will be a substantial work, and I place it in the first class for its degree of utility. 

Extract from Mr. Donnell’s Report for 1829. — The work has been completed, and has proved 
fully equal to' the anticipations, by increasing the number, and improving the class of fishing vessels. 

The quayage is not sufficiently extensive for the increased number of vessels that rendezvous there 
during the Herring fishery ; it could be extended effectually for a very small comparative expenditure. 

The entrance channel through the rock requires to be widened, which might be done at a very small 
expense, compared with the utility. 

The pier of Costello is in a creek on the east shore of Costello Bay, near its northern extremity, on Costello, 
the estate of Mr. Patrick Blake. It is two hundred and eighty feet in length, quay-faced at each side. 

The work is very useful to the fishery of this district, especially the Herring fishery, Costello Bay being 
remarkable for the periodical influx of Herrings. 

In 1822, .±323 Is. 6^rf. was allocated for this work, which included one fourth from the Mansion-house 
Committee and one fourth from the Government, This sum being expended and the work incomplete, 
subsequent grants were made, amounting, with the original allocation, to ±441 11s. 9d.\ ±108 of 
which still stands to its credit. In October 1824 I reported that the pier was insecure, from imper- 
fect workmanship ; and also that some rocks that lay in the entering channel required removal, and 
submitted a specification and estimate for remedying these defects; the estimate amounting to ±108 
7s. 10</. In September 1 825 I made a conditional agreement for executing the work, which was sub- 
sequently ratified by the Board, and the work proceeded. 

In May last the contractor applied for payment, alleging that the work was finished ; but on inspec- 
tion I found it not done equal to the specification, and declined to certify ; and have also notified to 
him the particulars in which his work is defective, and conclude be will proceed to remedy the defects, 
as he is not entitled to receive any money until the work shall be duly approved of. The time has 
elapsed in which it was undertaken to finish this ; but what has been done, though defective, secures it 
for the present against injury. 

I place this harbour in the second class for its degree of utility in promoting the fisheries. 

Spiddle pier is on the north coast of Galway Bay, about ten miles west of Galway, adjacent to the Spiddle. 
fishery village of Spiddle, on the property of Mr. Comyn, a minor. The pier is two hundred and six- 
teen feet in length from the root. There is a walling surrounding a basin in different directions, to the 
extent of seven hundred and seventy feet, but there being but little depth along these walls, and being 
a very inferior kind of work, that cannot be expected to stand long without repair and improvement, 
which their utility does not merit, they need not be taken further into consideration in this Report. 

The harbour is occasionally useful ; but being considerably within low waterline of spring tides, it is in 
general only accessible to small craft. 

In 1822, ±138 9s. 3c?. was allocated to this work, which included ±41 7s. Iff. from the funds of the 
London Committee, and £34 12s. 4ff. from the Government. It appears that Sir Robert Staplessub- 
scribed .± 1 00 (Irish) which was paid to Mr. Nimmo ; and Mr. Fitzpatrick ±25 (Irish) which was paid 
to the resident overseer; and also that .±176 3-v. 5d. (Irish) svas charged to Government, making the 
total sum of ±416 9s- 4rf. from public and private sources. 

In October, 1824, I represented some improvements as necessary to secure the pier, the estimate 
forwhich amounted to ±36 13s. lOif., which sum was granted ; and in November, 1826, I made a 
conditional contract for executing the work for ±27 1 3s. I Orf., which left a balance of ±9 applicable to 
other improvements- In January last the contractor applied for payment, alleging that tlie work was 
duly finished ; and it appearing not to have been done equal to the specification, I declined to certify ; 
but having inspected it in July last, I found the defects remedied, and reported accordingly. With 
the sanction of the Board, I agreed to pay ±2 10s. in aid of the expense of cutting down some rocks, 
which the natural deepening of part of the basin had caused to project above the surface of the bottom ; 
but this latter work has not been executed, and ±9 still stands to the credit of the pier. 

I place this harbour in the third class for its degree of utility. 

Barna pier is on the north shore of Galway Bay, about four miles west of Galway, adjacent to the Bams, 
fishery village of Barna, on the estate of Mr. Lynch. 

This pier was originally built by the father of the present proprietor, at his private expense ; it was of 
considerable extent and utility ; it extended about four hundred a'nd seventy feet, and had a lighthouse on 
the head ; it had besides quays and walling surrounding an interior dock, which quays measure about 
six hundred and twenty feet in length ; the pier was demolished in one night by a storm, in conse- 
quence of the neglect of some trifling injury it had previously sustained; and the other walls are 
greatly dilapidated. 

In 1822, ±276 18s. 5rf. was allocated to the repairs of this work, which included ±76 9s. 5d. from 
the funds of the London Committee, and t69 4s. Id. from the Government. In January, 1824, there 
was a further grant of £96 8s. 4rf., making the total £373 6s. 9«f. : and a balance now stands to the 
credit of the work, of £86 15s. 5d. 

With the, money that was expended, the pier has been partly rebuilt, to the length of three hundred 
feet, and affords some shelter in the basin : but there is no quay wall or parapet done. In October, 

1824, 1 gave a specification and estimate for rebuilding this pier, the expenseamounting to ±587 4s. llrf 
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New Harbour. 



BeJIyuacourly. 



■lUr, Donnell's Report and at that time hoped a local contribution would be obtained, but have now reason to believe 
on Ute Fisher;/ there is no prospect of aid in that way. 

_ JIarlows. jg-Q Barna is a verj’ important fishing station ; but so large a portion of public money has 

already bees: expended in this bay, that I submit for the consideration of the Board, whether it would 
be compatible with equal and impartial distribution to grant so large a sum as the above estimate for 
this work. If the Board decide that it would be incompatible, I then recommend that the balance 
now standing to its credit be applied to rebuilding the parapet, and to dressing up the stones of the 
dilapidated pier-head, so as to improve the shelter already afforded to the greatest practicable extent. 

This harbour, if completely restored, should be placed in the first class for its degree of utility; 
under existing circumstances, it must be placed in the second class. 

New Harbour, on the eastern end of Galway Bay, about two miles south of the village of Oran- 
more, on the estate of Mr. Philip Athy, is occasionally usefnl as a place of shelter for the fishing craft, 
and by giving confidence to the fishermen, induces them to venture out, and thereby increases activity, 
but there is no public road, or any village connected with it. The harbour consists of a quay or 
wharf, one hundred and fifty feet in length ; a pier, twenty-three in length from the quay. 

In 1822, i377 13s. lOcf., was allocated for this work, which included .£104 3s. 3d. from the funds 
of the London Committee, and ;t'96 18s. 5d. from the Government. In 1823 a farther grant of £147 
13s. lOtf. was made, and the total then amounted to £535 7s. 8d. ; £52y 14s. 6d. has been expended, 
and £5 13s. 2d. now stands to the credit of the work. 

On my first inspection, in October, 1824, I found this work in progress by contract, and had some 
defective parts taken oown and rebuilt ; and it is to be regretted that the local superintendent did not 
afterwards take care that all parts were fairly and substantially executed, before he certified the 
work to have been duly finished, and the contractor entitled to payment. 

There are some parts of the work shaken and disturbed, and a few of the ashler closures have been 
washed out. The damage at present Is not very considerable, but is such as to endanger the durability 
of the work, if not soon repaired; £15 would cover the expense, including the balance now to .the 
credit of the work; but if there be no fund to draw upon for this amount, I respectfully recommend 
that the foregoing balance may be applied in repairing the most critical parts of the damage. 

I place this harbour in the second class for its degree of utility. 

Ballynacourty Harbour, at the eastern end of Galway Bay, about five miles southward of the village 
of Oranmore, near the village of Ballinacourty, on the estate of Mr. Walter Blake, is an accommoda- 
tion to the fishermen of the village, and occasionally affords shelter to the boats of the bay, and is also 
a landing-place for the sale or cure of fish. It consists of a pier, one hundred and fifty-four feet in 
length, which rises above high water, and a boat pier in continuation, eighty feet in length, over 
which the tide rises seven feet ; the latter answers for landing on at half flood, and when it is covered, 
boats may get up to the higher part. 

In 1822, £276 185. S-^d. was allocated to this work, which included £76 95. 5d. from the funds of 
the London Committee, and £69 4s. l\d. from the Irish Government; subsequently other grants 
were made, making a total of £785 155., which has been expended on the work. 

On my first inspection in 1824 this work had been partly done, but was then at a stand, the fund 
being expended; it afterwards proceeded by contract under the management of a local superintendent, 
and has not been substantially executed. Exclusive of parts defectively done, that require^ improve- 
ment, some damage to the ashler work and sea pavement has occurred that calls for immediate 
repair, to prevent further dilapidation; £25 might pay for work that would secure it against further 
injury’, and I hope the Board have some fund applicable to it. To perfect and complete the harbour 
■would require improvements that would cost £500. 

The harbour may be placed in the second class for its degree in promoting the fisheries. 

St. Kitts is at the eastern end of the bay of Galway, about six miles south of the village of Oran- 
more on the estate of Mr. Arthur French St. George. It is calculated to afford occasional shelter 
and accommodation to the fishery of the bay, but there is no village or public road connected with it, 
and it appears to be more used as a landing place for turf than for fishery objects. It consists of a pier, 
extending one liuiulred and sixty feet from the beach, and a jetty or turn, twenty-one feel in length, 
and there is an arched way through the pier, to admit rowing boats to pass through at half flood, into 
a natural loch at the back of the beach. 

In 1822 £230 J5s. 5<f. was allocated to if, which included £64 I85. 7ff. from the funds of the Lon- 
don Committee, and .£57 135. 10(f. from the Irish Government; subsequent grants made the total 
amount to £464 15s. 1 Icf. which has been expended on the work. 

On my inspection in October 1824 I found it proceeding by contract, and appeared to be then 
commencing well ; the work was subsequently managed by a local superintendent, and has been finished 
(or rather left unfinished) in a very defective state. Exclusive of minor defects, the quay has not been 
raised above high-water level of spring tides, and is damaged by the breaking of the sea upon it, and 
about fifty feet of the land end of the pier was not built at all, so that the pier is insulated at flood- 
tide. To repair and complete this harbour would cost £250, and I do not conceive that I would be 
justifiable in recommending so lai-ge an expenditure on it. It is much used as a turf quay ; and per- 
haps the persons accommodated in that way may place means in the hands of the Board for executing 
the necessary works. , - , . 

I place it in the third class for its degree of utility in promoting the fisheries. 

Duras Pier is at the eastern extremity of Galway Bay, on the peninsula of Duras,_ opposite to 
Edy Island, on the estate of Mr. Patrick M. Lynch, who co-operated with the Board in providing 
the fund necessary for the work. It is neatly and substantially executed, and affords accommodation 
to some small craft belonging to the place, and occasionally to the fishery of the bay as a landing 
place for tbe sale of fish; but the depth of water at the pier is insufficient for large craft. It is one 
hundred and forty-five feet in length, having a very obtuse turn at the end. 

In 1822 the Board granted to Mr. Lynch £156 I85. Sd. in aid of the expense, and also gave the 
use of some machinery. 

On a tablet in the parapet the following inscription is carved : “ This pier was erected by Patrick. 
M. Lynch, Esq. of Duras Park, A. D. 1823.” 

I place it in the third class for its degree of utility in promoting the fisheries. 

SITE Foil A NE-W FIEIt IN THE COUNTY GALWAY. 

When in Cunemara, I was applied to by sundry fishermen and others, requesting me to visit the 
small bay of Bunowen, on the south shore of the most westerly peninsula of the county, about four 



St.lKitts. 
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miles east of Slyne Head, on the estate of Mr. Gahagan O’Neill ; and it was stated that there had m ,. 

been a correspondence with the Fishery Office, about constructing a harbour on this site. About 

£1000 would erect a very useful pier, and it is stated by the agent that Mr. O’Neill would contribute Harbmrs. 

^ £100 m labour towards the work. ' 



_ The harbour of Burrin New Quay, on the south coast of Galway Bay, near the peninsula of Aghn- CO. CL. 
ish, IS a great accommodation to the fishery of the bay, as it has a sufficient depth of water, and is a good Burrin. 
place to run for from easterly winds. It consists of a quay and return, making together one hundred 
and forty-eight feet, and a pier measuring sixty-five feet from the quay. 

In 1822, £T84 12s. 4d. was allocated, which included £53 8s. lOrf. from the funds of the Loudon 
Committee, and £46 3s. Irf. from the Government. Subsequent grants made a total of £413 I6s. Id. 
out ol which £404 8s. 3d. was expended, and a balance remains of £9 7s. lOd. 

It IS a substantial and useful work, but sometimes too small to contain the numerous craft seeking 
shelter ui it. It is dehcient m accommodation for mooring the craft to ; I therefore recommend that 
the above balance be appropriated to providing mooring-rings and posts. 

I place it in the second class, as a mere fishery harbour, but for general utility it stands in the first 
class. ° ■' 

^ Ihe harbour of Liscanor is about three miles east of the remarkable point called Hags Head, which Liscanor. 
js the northern headland of the bay of Liscanor. It is connected with the fishing village called Lisca- 
nor, on the estate of General^ Sir Augustin Fitirgerald. The plan was originally made by Mr. Nimmo, 
and was designed to have an interior excavated basin, and a pier extending six hundred feet from the 
root to low-water mark. Exclusive of the objections to interior excavation, which the unsuccessful re- 
sult of the experiment that had been made afforded, the objection on account of expense caused the 
Board to order a plan on a more limited scale. On the 20th April, 1 825, I delivered a plan, specifica- 
tion, and estimate for it on a different principle, which was subsequently approved of. 

The plan consists of a pier in continuation of the work that had been commenced, embracing a 
natural loch, and^ ^^e only portion of anchorage ground which the place affords, nearly all the remain- 
der being rock. I his pier, including some work already done, measures five hundred and twenty-seven 
feet in length ; and there was also a breakwater pier, one hundred and twenty feet in length. The 
estimate amounts to £2,307 9^- 5d. 

A harbour in this position would be of the greatest importance for accommodatinc' and extending 
the fishery, there being no safe inlet or sheller on this dangerous coast from Galway Bay to the Shan- 
non s mouth. The coast abounds with fish, and the inhabitants are compelled to use boats of wicker- 
work, covered with tarred canvass, as from their lightness they can, on reaching the shore, be carried 
off immediately to a place of security. 

In 1822 the Board granted £461 10s. 9d^. for this work, which included £115 7s. Sd". from the funds 
of the Mansion-house Committee, and .£115 7s. 8d. from the Government. In April 1824, a further 
grant of £461 10s. 9d. was made ; £501 12s. &d. has been expended, and £421 8s. lOd. now remains, 
and IS applicable towards completing the plan above mentioned. 

I have had several interviews, on the subject of local contribution, with Sir Augustin Fitzgerald and 
the gentlemen of the country, who are endeavouring to raise one fourth of the estimated expense. 

£5/6 17s. 4d. ^ ’ 

Sir A. Fitzgerald will subscribe £150 ; Major M'Namara £50 ; other gentlemen have also agreed 
to subscribe, which so nearly makes up the required amount that I expect it will be raised. I therefore 
i^commend that £1,309 be granted for this work, out of the fund accruing under the Act of the 5th 
George IV. c. 64, provided £576 17s. 4d. (one fourth of the expense) of local contribution in aid be 
raised and paid into bank to the credit of the Commissioners, on or before the 1st day of February, 

1827. In failure of which I recommend that the Board direct their officer to ascertain the amount 
of local contribution that will be raised, in addition to the sum of £421 8s. lOrf., now standing to the 
credit of the work; and that the Board’s engineer do furnish a plan for securing and improving the 
existing work, so far as the sum ascertained will be capable of doing. ° 

This work, if executed, will stand in the first class for its degree of utility in promoting the fisheries, 
and will moreover tend to increase the agricultural and commercial prosperity of an extensive district, 
at present destitute of public protection or assistance. 

Seafield pier is on the coast of Mai-Bay, about seven miles south of Hags Head, opposite Mutton Seafield 
Island, on the estate of the Marquess of Conyngham. 

The coast in the vicinity of this pier abounds with fish, and if a sufficient harbour were constructed, 
craft capable of going out for it would be created ; at present there is no fishing vessel bclonmn" to 
this coast, except wicker-boats covered with tarred canvass. ° ® 

The work consists of a pier extending three hundred and thirty feet from the root. It is one of 
these piers that were paid for by contract, and considered to have been finished. 

_ In 1822 the Board granted £461 10s. 9d. for this work, ivliich included £115 7s. 8rf.from the Man- 
sion-house Committee, and £115 7s. Sd. from the Government. In January 1824 a further grant of 
£184 1 2s. 4d. was made, for the purpose-of cutting a channel through a rock to give more easy access 
to it ; and in October following, a further grant of £66 3s. was made, and finally £133 Is. 2d in addi- 
tion, which made the total amount £845 7s. 3d. ; and £360 4s. 6d., now stands to its credit. 

In September 1824 I represented to the Board the existing state of this pier, and described it as a 
work that had not been finished, and that the parts which were done had been badly executed, and 
were m a state of dilapidation ; and on that occasion the above £66 3s. was granted to preserve it from 
the eliects of storms on the previously damaged work. 

Subsequently, in compliance with the Board’s order, I gave a plan and estimate for repairing- and 
securing the work, which was approved of, and the above £133 Is. 2d. was granted, under date 24th • 

May 18-6, to complete the above £360 4s. 6d. which was the amount of my estimate. And in com- 
p lance with that order I took steps, by public advertisement and private correspondence, to procure a 
competent contractor, but did not succeed in that object ; in this state the business now stands, and I 
respectfully submit that no farther order is necessary at present concerning it. 

the fish^ • would deserve to be placed in the first class for its degree of utility in promoting 

• Dunbeg is on the coast about eleven miles south of Hags Head in the southern extra- Daubeg, 

mity ot Uunbeg Bay, on the estate of Mr. Andrew Stacpoole. The pier-head is considerably within 
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Mr. DuunelU Report high-water line, and therefore has not, except at spring tides, depth of water for large craft ; itis,how- 
ever, useful to the fisheries ; and kelp, corn and flags, in considerable quantities are loaded at it. 

The work consists of a pier one hundred and eighty-four feet in length. 

CO. CLARE. In 1822 the Board granted £369 4s. for this work, which included £99 10s. Ilrf. from the 

funds of the London Committee, and £'92 6s. 2d. from the Government ; subsequent grants were 
made, making the gross total .£485 17s. l<i. The gross expenditure is £477 6s. 9<f. and £8 10s. 4cf. 
now stands to its credit. 

The commencing work of this pier was done by day-work, and the finishing was subsequently set by 
contract, but was not properly executed. In 1 824 I found it had sustained damage, and was in a state of 
insecurity, and then gave in an estimate of the expense of securing it, and subsequently one for re- 
building and improving parts that indispensably required it ; which was granted, and the work is now 
finished in a substantial and respectable style. 

There is a deficiency of convenience for mooring vessels, which exposes the quay to damage by the 
boatmen fastening their grapples in the pavement, coping, &c. ; I therefore recommend that the above 
balance may be applied to putting down sufficient mooring-posts and rings. This pier may be placed 
in the third class for its degree of utility in promoting the fisheries. 

Kilbaka. Kilbaha Harbour, is on the north shore of the river Shannon, about three miles east of Loop Head, 

on the estate of Mr. William Westby. It would be a great advantage to the fisheries, and a still great- 
er to the trade of the Shannon, if a sufficient and safd harbour were established at Kilbaha, being so 
immediately within the northern headland of the river, and the lowest point where any shelter can be 
contemplated. 

'i'he work consists of a cut right through the beach into a bog, in which a basin has been partly ex- 
cavated. 'Fhe sides of the beach are stipported by two retaining walls, one hundred and forty feet in 
length, and forty-five feet asunder. About forty feet of quay wall has been built in the basin in con- 
tinuation of these rotainiug walls. 

In 1822 the Board granted £46l iOs. 9d- for this work, which included, £115 7s. 8d. from the funds 
of the Mansion House Committee, and £I 15 7s. 8<f. from the Government. In April 1824 a further 
sum of £362 6s. 8rf., was given and in October a grant of £114 2s. 1 Irf. was made, making the 
total sum of £938 Os. 4d . ; £705 12s. 4d. of which has been expended, and £232 8s. Orf. now stands 
to he credit of the work. 

The execution commenced by day labour, and was afterwards undertaken to be finished by con- 
tract. In August 1824 I inspected the work, and found the contract part in ruin. This part was re- 
built, by the Board’s order, in a substantial manner. Various references were subsequently made on 
the embarrassing subject of securing and finishing this harbour. Under date the 19th August 1825, I 
delivered a plan for that purpose, the estimate for which amounted to £755 25, 4d., and under date the 
26th April 1826 another plan on a more limited scale ; but I did not, in any report, venture to express 
a positive conviction that the works I proposed would remedy the radical defects of the site. 

A correspondence took place between the Board’s secretary and BIr. Westby, the proprietor of Kil- 
baha, on the subject of local contribution, and he has proposed to pay £130 13s. 8^d., which is one- 
fourih of £522 14s. lOcf., the sum now necessary to make up £755 2s. 4rf., the amount of my estimate 
fur the work. 

If this arrangement shall take effect, an additional grant of £392 Is. Ud. will be required for tills 
work, from the fund accruing under the Act of 5th Geo. IV. c. 64. 

_ I do not hesitate to avow my embarrasment on the question of this harbour ; an effect is progres- 
sively and rapidly in operation that renders the outwork of this harbour insecure. It is the tendency 
of the beach to retire altogether from the masonry, being thrown back by the working of the sea, 
which has considerably exposed the backing of the groynes, and caused dilapidation in these protectina 
outworks. ® 



In August 1825 I proposed to convert one of these groynes into a regular pier, with a turn or jetty 
at the end, to cast the sea off from the work, for the double purpose of covering and protecting the 
masonry and beach, and preventing the run into the basin , which produces a swell that has demolished 
Its embankment and the public road that was carried along its crown, and which has done other consi- 
derable damage. This is the plan at present under consideration. 

My reports and designs for iiiiishing this harbour were made under the impression that I was not at 
liberty to propose a change of site ; were I at liberty to do so, I could suggest a plan that, according 
^0 my judgment, would be altogether more beneficial for the public. 

A substantial harbour in this place would rank in the first class for utility in promoting the fisheries. 
There is a groat trade in turf between this place and Limerick. 

E.ftractjrom 3Ir. Donnell’s Report for 1 830. — Kilbaha Pier, while even unfinished, saved property 
and several men from shipwreck ; and exclusive of accommodation to the extensive fishery of the dis- 
trict, the agriculture and valuable turf trade of that sequestered place will also derive important advan- 
tages therefrom. 

CarrigalioU. ■ Hai-bour of Carrigaholt is on the north shore of the Shannon, about seven miles below Kilrush, 

adjacent to the village of Carrigaholt, on the estate of Mr. William Westby. There is a considerable 
fishery canied on by the inhabitants of the village, and the harbour is of general use to the fisheries of 
the Shannon. Ihere is also a great turf trade with Limerick. The harbour consists of a pier one 
hundred and fifty feet in length j and a quay wall has been built extending inland two hundred and 
ninety feet in length, which has an excavated channel to admit craft. 

In 1822 the Board granted £369 4s. 7i«f- for this work, which included £99 IOs. 1 Iff. from the 
London Committee, and £92 6s. 2,f.from>e Government. Subsequently £87 7s. 3d. and £20 11s. lOid. 
making a total of £477 3s. 9d. which has been expended on the work. 

riiis harbour has some old work ; and in addition, the quay wall and excavation before mentioned 
were done. Subsequently the old work fell, and was rebuilt by the Board’s order in a substantial 
manner, having about two feet greater depth of water than the original work had. It is a very useful 
work, IS in good order, and has facilitated the fishery, and promoted the industry of the district. 

Tfu degree of utility in promoting the Fisheries. 

Kilrush IS on the north shore of the river Shannon, about thirty miles below Limerick, on the estate 
I'u 1 ° John Ormsby Vandeleur. The town is rapidly rising into consequence and 

wealth, having a great trade in fish and corn. It having been represented to the Board that there 
was no pier or landing quay in the Shannon that had sufficient depth to admit the fishing craft at low 
water, and that the establishment of one would obviate the disadvantage of their bein'r obliged to wait 
out in stormy weather until half flood •, and that it would facilitate the landing of fish* as the boats are 
obliged to lie at anchor until the tide rises to float them to the quays, whereby opportunities are often 
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lost for pursuing a successful take, and of bringing it in the freshest state to market ; it was resolved 
to co-operate witli Mr. Vandeleur in extending the Revenue Quay into six feet low water of spring 
tides, by adding one hundred and sixtj’-five feet to its present length. 

In June 1825, the Board granted £1367 Is. Sd. for this work from the fund accruing under the 
Act of the 5th Geo. IV. cap. 64, Mr. Vandeleur undertaking to contribute £456 13?. lOd. bein'* one 
fourth of the estimated expense. 

No progress has been made in this work in consequence of the absence and illness of Mr. Van- 
deleur. 



Mr. Detmell's Report 
o« the Fishery 
HarlotaSi 



CO. CLARE. 



SITE EOR A KEW PIEE, CO. CLAKE. 

My attention being specially called to Kilkee, by the local Inspector, and by the Inspector Gene- Kilkce. 
ral, I have made an actual survey of the site. Kilkfee is a fishing and. bathing village on the western 
coast, about ten miles north-east of Loop Head, in the tenantry of Mr. Jonas Studdart. The very 
few places on this coast affording any degree of natural shelter, directed the attention of the Inspec- 
tors to this point. It would require a pier and jetty to extend five hundred and eighty feet, which 
would cost about £3000. 

CouxTY Kerry. 



In Bara Harbour, an inlof of Tralee Bay, about six miles north-west of Tralee, on the estate of Sir CO. ICERRY. 
Edward Denny, in the tenantcy of Mr. John ColKs, there is a landing quay one hundred and thirty- 
eight feet in length, and a boat slip forty feet. The work has not been finished ; but if it were, the 
concurrent opinion is, that it is not calculated materially to serve or promote the fisheries. There is 
no public road communicating with it ; the passage to it being through Mr.’Collis’s gates and fields, a 
distance of nearly half a mile. It wants about three feet six inches of being raised to the proper 
height, and of course is deficient of coping, filling, paving, mooring-posts, &c. 

In 1822, the Board granted £230 15?. 5d. for this work, which included £57 13?. lOff. from the 
funds of the Mansion-house Committee, and £57 13?. lOtf. from the Goveniment. In January 1824, 
a further grant was made of £230 15?. 5(7., making the total £461 10?. 2d. The Board made a con- 
tract for executing this work for £230 15?. Ad., which was paid ; and £230 15?. 5d. now stands to its 
CTcdit. 

I feel great difficulty in venturing to recommend the abandonment of any work on which public 
money has been expended; but if doing so would be expedient in any case, I submit that it is so in 
this, especially as there is another site not very remote where the balance, and perhaps the materials, 
can be beneficially applied, and where local contribution can be obtained. T place the harbour in the 
third class for its degree of utility in promoting the fisheries. — (See Kilfenora.) 

Brandon pier is on the west side of Brandon Bay, about two miles and a half south of Brandon Brandon. 

Head, on the estate of Lord Ventry, in the tenantcy of the Coast Guard department. The abund- 
ance of fish of almost every description in their seasons, surrounding Brandon Head, renders a har- 
bour in this position of first rate importance for promoting the fishery. The work which was built, 
consisted of a pier of one hundred and fifty-three feet in length from the root. 

In 1822, the Board granted £369 4?. Id. for this work, which included £99 10?. Ilf?, from the 
funds of the London Committee, and £92 6?. 2f?. from the Government, and the amount has been 
expended on it. It was built by contract, but being badly executed, and exposed to a heavy sea, the 
principal part has been demolished. 

In May 1825, I was ordered to make a plan for the repair of this work, and I subsequently re- 
spectfully recommended a plan on a more secure site, which the Board were pleased to approve of, 
and on the ISth April 1826, granted £233 7?. 4c?. for carrying it into execution ; I also made ar- 
rangements by public advertisement, and o”therwise, for obtaining contract proposals, some of which 
were obtained, but no decision has been made. Under date the 31st of last August the business was 
referred, de novo, to the respective fishery officers, according to the new form, and their reports 
are fully confirmatory of my view of the consequence of the work, and in approval of the plan. 

On revising the documents, and conferring with respectable undertakers of works, I am satisfied 
that I somewhat underrated my estimate, and respectfully recommend an additional grant of 
£36 12?. 8c?. ; which will make the total for re-building it amount to £270. I place this harbour in 
the first class for its degree of utility. 

The pier of Dingle is in the harbour connected with the town of Dingle, on the estate of Lord Dingle. 

Ventry ; the town contains a large population of real fishermen, exclusively employed in the fish- 
eries ; and it is to he regretted that their exertions are not facilitated by some additional acccommo- 
dation for landing their fish, and for drying it on shore. 

The present work is an extension of an pld pier seventy-five feet in length ; a new work was 
commenced on a site three hundred and sixteen feet west of the present, which would have been 
very useful, but it was abandoned, and the above addition executed. 

In 1822, the Board granted £369 4?. Id. for this work, which included £92 6?. 2c?. fi-om the 
funds of the Mansion-house Committee, and £92 6?. 2d. from the Government ; the sum of £81 6?. Ic?. 
was granted in addition, making the total £450 10?. 8c?. which has been paid for this work. 

The quay requires priming, and some repairs to the moorings and surface pavement, tlie expense 
of which would be about £15 ; but I do not venture to recommend the grant, as I am not apprized 
of any fund from whence mere repairs can he legally granted. 

A good harbour at Dingle would rank in the first class for its degree of utility in promoting the 
fisheries. 

Cahirciveeh river is an inlet of Valentia Harbour, and the pier is on the south shore, contiguous Caliirciveen 
to the village of Cahirciveen, on the estate of Uie Provost and Fellows of Trinity College, in the 
tenantcy of Mr. Daniel O’Connell. 

It does not appear that the people of that district have availed themselves of the convenience af- 
forded by this pier as a landing place for the sale of fish, to increase their exertions ; time and ad- 
vice may however impress them with proper ideas of the advantage that may be derived from the 
fisheries off this coast. 

The work consists of a pier-quay, faced at each side, extending one hundred and eighty-one feet 
from the root. 

In 1822, the Board granted £369 4?. Id. for this work, which included £99 10?. lie?, from the 
funds of the London Committee, and £92 6?. 2d. from the Government. The Board contracted for 
the execution of the work, and the above amount has been paid for it. Q 2 
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Mr. Donnell's Jleporl The pier has sustained some damage in the ashler work and coping, and the filling is somewhat 
be sufficient for the expense of these repairs, but I am not prepared to state from 
• what fund mere repairs can be paid for. 

CO KERRY' ^ degree of utility in promoting the fisheries. 

Valentin. ’ The pier of Valentia is on the east shore of the island, on the estate of the Eight Honourable 
Maurice Fitzgerald, knight of Kerry. The bays and the seas near the magnificent harbour of Valentia 
are known to abound with fish ; but the coast population have not taken advantage of this treasure 
to any thing like the practicable extent. A convenient pier for the landing and sale of fish is the 
foundation of improvement in this respect, and the encouragement of the Roard to exertion in the 
fishermen. Officers will no doubt gradually introduce better habits amongst them. 

Large quantities of excellent slate are shipped at the pier for the supply of the southern and western 
coasts. Ihe pier is a quay, faced at each side, and extends one hundred and sixty-five feot from the 



In 1822, the Board granted £456 18^. 6<^. for the work, w'hich included £114 4s. 7d. from the 
funds of the Mansion-house Committee, and £I14 4s. 7d. from the Government, which was expend- 
ed. The quay has sustained some damage to the ashler work, coping and filling, the •effect of wear 
and tear; £25 would pay the expense ; and I have no doubt one-fourth would be raised bv local 
contribution, should the Board be pleased to grant the remaining three-fourths. 1 place this h irbour 
in the third class for its degree of utility in promoting the fisheries. (See Sites for New Piers.) 

Extract from Mr. Donnell’s Deport for 1829 — An application having been made for a grant to 
extend the pier into deeper water, and local contribution having been paid, a contract has been 
agreed to for executing the work, according to a plan and specification approved of by the Board, and 
the deeds of contract are preparing. Five mooring posts and seven mooring rings have been fixed, 
under the general order for moorings. 

Ballinskelliga. The pier of Ballinskelligs is on the west shore of the bay, contiguous to Ballinskilleg’s Island, on 

the estate of the Reverend Denis Mahony. Fish is abundant in the vicinity; and the coast popula- 
tion are improving in their exertions. ^ '' 

The work consists of a regular pier, extending one hundred and seventy-two feet from the root 
In 1822, the Board granted for this work £369 4s. 7d., which included £99 10s. llrf. from the funds’ 
of the London Committee, and £92 6s. 2d. from the Government ; in February last the Board made 
an additional grant of £15. The Board contracted for the building of the pier for the sum of 
£369 4s. id., which was paid ; and £14 7s. Sd. has been paid on account of the last grant, which leaves 
12s. 3ct. balance to its credit. 

I place this harbour in the second class for its degree of utility in promoting the fisheries. 

Kenmarc. The site of the proposed harbour is contiguous to the town of Kenmare, on the estate of the 

Marquess of Lansdowne. The Marquess solicited the co-operation of the Board in executing this 
work, and presented apian designed by Mr. Nimmo, the estimated cost of which amounted to £'1296 
the moiety of which £648 was granted ; and in May last I was ordered to proceed to Kenmare, for 
the purpose of carrying the proposed measure into effect, through the medium of contract, and to re- 
port the steps taken. I advertised for proposals ; but conceiving it my duty to state some circum- 
stances that appeared to me to be objectionable against the site recommended by Mr. Nimmo, I gave 
a plan for a harbour in a different one. My cliief objections to Mr. Nimmo’s site were, a defi- 
ciency in the_ depth of water, and the difficulty and expense of making secure work on it.. On the 
present occasion I have made further trials of the nature of the bottom, and have ascertained that 
It IS soft, and increasing eight feet sLx indies in depth at the pier-head. At high water spring tides 
there would be thirteen feet of water over eight feet six inches of mud ; at neap tides there would 
be about seven feet of water over eight feet six inches of mud at high water ; and on the bank, 
between the pier and the channel, eleven feet six inches of water, and six feet six inches of mud ; 
but a common hooker, or wherry, would not float over it at high water of neap tides; and the ex- 
pense of laying masonry in a tide-way in eight feet six inches of mud, I apprehend, has not been 
taken into account in calculating the estimate, as this important particular has not been marked on 
the cross section, or alluded to in the specification. 

A harbour on this site should be placed in the third class for its degree of utility in promotin'^ the 
fisheries. (See Ardea Creek.) j r o 

Extract from Mr. Donnell’s Eeportfor 1829 — The Marquess of Lansdowlie having decided on 
plan, a contract was made, and the work is in progress; but the 
difficulty and risk of founding the work in the mud bank alluded to in that Report appear to en- 
danger its stability. The remedy is at present under consideration. 



Kilfenora. 



Y'alcntia. 



Avdea Creek. 



KilmacalogUG. 



SITES FOR NEW PIERS CO. KERRY. 

The site is on the north-shore of Tralee Bay, on the estate of Sir Edward Denny. At the re- 
quest of the Agent, and in compliance with the wish of tho Inspector General, I made the measure- 
inents and soundings of this site, necessarj' for giving a detailed plan for constructing a harbour on it, 
which, if executed, would pcatly encourage tho Fisheries. 'The expense would be about £1000; 
and the Agent slates that Sir Edward Denny would contribute. 

On the opposite shore to Valentia pier, the place requires a boat-slip, as a point for the carriers to 
resort to for the purchase of fish, and as a landing place for it on tlie mainland ; the present pier be- 
ing on the island. 

1 his work would promote the ready sale of fish, and thereby tend to excite the industry of the 
hshormcii, who are at present in a state of great supineness. 

pounds would defray the expense of this work. Local contribution of one-fourth 
j ^ be obtained ; then requiring a gi-ant of £150 from the .Board. 

Ardea Creek on the south shore of Kenmare River, about six miles west of Kenmare Town, on the 
«tato pf the Marquess of Lansdowne, and where the Marquess has built a house for the Inspector of 
‘jsheries when engaged on duty at this place, requires a landing quay for the accommodation of the 
fislienes, and (he fishermen are anxious to have the entering channel deepened by excavation. The 
expense of these works would be about £500. 

Kilmacalogue is about two miles west of Ardea Creek ; it is a great fishing station, and a landing 
quay is requisite for the accommodation of the fishermen. 
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COUKXY COUK. 

Coolagh Harbour is on the south shore of Ballycroane Bay, which is an inlet on the north of Ken- 
mare River. The work is contiguous to the village of Ballycroane, on the estate of Mr. Robert 
Hedges Eyre and others. There is a considerable fishery on this coast, which this harbour is calculated 
to accommodate and promote. The harbour consists of a landing quay, one hundred and sixty feet in 
length, and a jetty pier, extending fifty-two feet from the quay ; there is also a boat-slip, and a return 
to the end of the quay. 

In 1822 the Board granted £369 4«. 13,. for this work, which included £99 10s. from the funds 
of the London Committee, and £92 65 . 2rf. from the Government. The Board caused the work to 
be executed by contract, and the above amount has been paid for it. It has been very defectively ex- 
ecuted, and is insecure in its present state. It has not been raised above high water of spring tides, 
and the coping and filling are consequently overwashed and damaged by the surge. The work was 
commenced on a different plan, and the commencement abandoned ; and the part so done being left 
standing, is an impediment and injury in the harbour. 

The whole work requires to be rmsed eighteen inches, and to be properly coped, filled and paved. 

The original work should be cleared away, and the loose stones removed off the bottom. The ex- 
pense of these necessary works would be about £150, which I respectfully recommend to the Board 
to grant. 

This harbour may be placed in the second class for its degree of utility in promoting tho fisheries. 

There is a rock thirty-eight feet fi'om the pier-head, and it would be an important improvement if 
the pier w'ere extended to it; this would cost £200. I have no knowledge whether local contribution 
would be obtained, if the Board were disposed to sanction this improvement. 

Bereliaven Quay is on the north coast of Bantry Bay, contiguous to the village of Castletown, on Bercliaven. 
the estate of Mr. Robert Hedges Eyre. It is built against the face of a rock, which formed a shel- 
tered bight opposite to Bere Island, and affords usefulshelter and a landing-place for the craft. The 
quay is one hundred and ninety feet in length. 

In 1822 the Board granted £184 12«. Zd. for the work, which included £53 Is. lOrf. from the 
funds of the London Committee, and £46 3s. !<?. from the Government. The Board contracted for 
the execution of the work, and have paid the above grant for it. 

There has been ample value given for the small sums expended, and the work is in good order, ex- 
cept some small damage to the coping at the east end, and the means for mooring are not sufficient ; 

£10 would be beneficially laid out on the work, and I respectfully recommend a grant of that ainoiiut, 
if there be any fund applicable to it. 

I place this harbour in the second class for its degree of utility in promoting the fisheries. 

The harbour of Cape Clear is in a cove called Kearn’s Fort, on the north coast of the island, on the Capo Clsar. 
estate of Mr. M'illiam Wrixon Boecher. There is a pier and rude dock at present at this place, but 
it is deficient in the extent of accommodation required, and the plan which was made by Mr. Niinmo 
proposed the extension and improvement of it. 

The Board have granted out of the fund accruing under the Act of the 5th Geo. IV. c. 64, the sum 
of £420, Mr. Beecher to contribute £230, to make up the sum of £650, which is the amount of the 
estimated expense of the work. 

Mr. Beecher having requested a more particular specification and plan for the proposed work before 
he would sign the contract with the Board binding him to execute it, the matter was referred to me, 
and I have accordingly made the plan and specification required. 

When finished the harbour will stand in tho second class for its degree of utility in promoting the 
fisheries. 

The harbour of Glaiidore is in a cove on the north shore of Glandore Bay, on the estate of Mr. Olaiidore. 
Christopher Allen. The plan consists of a curved pier one hundred and thirty-five feet in length, ex- 
tending into six feet depth at low-water spring tides. There is also a quay wall, one hundred and forty 
feet in length. The work will be very useful, both as affording shelter from storms, and as a landing- 
place for the sale and cure of fish; the site has the advantage of being but a very short distance 
embayed. 

Mr. Allen solicited the co.-operation of the Board in forming a harbour in tbis bay, and they were 
pleased to order me to make a plan and estimate for it, which I accordiuglj' did; the estimate 
amounted to £679 3s. 6 rf. ; whereupon £452 15s. Z3. was granted out of the fund accruing under the 
Act of the 5th Geo. IV. c. 64, Mr. Allen contributing £226 Is. lOi:?. to make up £679 3s. 63. the 
necessary amount, and he has signed a contract with the Board for completing this harbour. 

Having intimated to Mr. Inspector-General Barry, who has an interest in the success of this uiidor- 
taking, my disapprobation of sub-contracts in such cases, he, with Mr. Allen’s consent, undertook to 
conduct the execution by daj'-labour, and has executed a large portion of it, all in a style superior to 
the specification; and I have no hositation in saying that Glandore Harbour will be a specimen of 
economical and substantial workmanship, proper to be refeiTod to as a guide for the execution of other 
fishery works. 

This harbour, when finished, will stand in the first class for its degree of utility in promoting the 
fisheries. 

Extract ffovi Mr. Donnell’s Report for 1829. — The works, and also an improvement, have been 
finished. The persons locally interested are also making, at their own expense, a valuable aildition of 
quays, wharfs, &c., to the harbour. A new road has been made by grand jury presentment, from the 
pier, to communicate with the mail-coach road between Cork and Skibbereeii. It is in contemplation 
to build a village contiguous to the harbour. The improvement of the neighbourhood is already ob- 
vious ; but it is only in its infancy. 

Clonakilty Harbour, on the east shore of Clonakilty Bay, at Ringarundel, about one mile and a ClouaJcilty. 
half from the town of Clonakilty, on the estate of the sec of Ross, in the tenantcy of Mr. John 
Barrett, is a very useful work, and has been not only serviceable to the fishery, but also as a commer- 
cial harbour. It consists of a curved pier two hundred and thirty feet in length, quay-faced at each 
side. 

In 1822 the Board grantcd£ 46l 10s 9<f. for this work, which included £122 12s. 63. from the 
funds of the London Committee, and £115 7s. 83. from the Government. The Board made a con- 
tract for executing the work, and have paid the amount of the grant for it. 

This pier was not raised to a sufficient height to bring the surface above the surges of high tides, and 



Mr. Donnell’s Report 
on the Fisheiy 
Harioicrs. 
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CO. CORK, 



Courlmacsheri’)'. 



». n,, 0 H i; has coiisocinantly sustmied some damage in the coping. The heartinn or filling of the nier 

done tv.tl, proper matenals, and ha. been soaked out by the working of ?he sea thronnh tL masonlv 
bo .s now refilled by the ballast thrown out of vessels, which also greatly encumber.” the ,u”y aS 
baltet Inw also been Ihrotm out into the harbour, .0 tis moot materially to injure it ’ 

Sio™ Zl'n “P;”g '™“I<1 cost rS86, and to ro-fill the most es.ontial part with rubble 

stone, and pare tbe surface, would cost £30, making tbe total £176 ; which I considm necessarv to 
preserve tbj. very useful work, and therefore respectfully recommend a grant to that amount ^ 
Thts harbour stand, m the first cltws for its degree of ntUity in promoting the fisherSl 
Courtmac-slierry Harbour is near the western extremity of Courtmaesherry Bay, adjoining the vil 
lags, and on the estate of the Earl of Shannon. Thai is a considerab Jfisb J y ca“J on from 

peSi;I™'LlmnfT46°jtn!^‘rT''S » courtmaesherry Bay for ex- 

pending the grant ot £401 10s. 9r/. winch had been made in 1822, and which included i'132 19, 

fiX, ste“™ s“‘s™r^^^^ d“‘ and I conrd'not' 

hundred and twenty feet to 'bo added XhfL^,^e?’a^tXviI^“‘’ “'*■ Xf”? »»« 

be obtained to repair the old pior, tbe estimated Ll of whid. wfa’i-ISV its. Si °ThklTjZl’‘ 

phshed, and the Board have m^ade a contract for executing, this work for the sum of £461 10s Ocf 

wh.di extends t!m work mto the channel. It is now in progress, and when finished will deserve to^be 
ranked m the second class for its degree of utility in promoting the fisheries. 



Traganiff. 



Knockadoon. 



CO. WATERFORD. 
AnnoBtown. 



Rallinacoarty. 



SITES FOR NEW TIEKS, COUNTY CORE. 

TragamfF, on the north shore of Bantry bay, near its eastern e.xtrcmity, liavinff been referred to 

iXZl T T • • » ‘Pn of my geuerd 

torn, and am of opinion it is not a site whore public money would be beneficially c.xpend^ed. 

ontlm SLtf loTctbS;.""^ of ^Baltimore, 

The request for this work having been regularly referred by the printed form, and its execution 
rccommeuded by the local Inspector and Inspector General, I have made an actual survey ofthe site 
"?h ?ofoXVo.X„Xo4“’ locnments required by the Be.rd's reguletions 

By coneiso talculation llio expense of this work would bo £6S0 which will require £162 10s loc.l 
conlnbo mn nnd£487 10s from the Bomd's funds, I therefore recommend . grant, provided k d 
contribulmn be oblmncd with,., . term which I recommend the Bomd to limit. ® locd 

^ £iwlmc!/rom Mr. Boutufs Beporlfir 1 SSC.—B.Mmore Pier, wbici, may be considered as the land 
mg place on the mam land for the fishery off Cape Clear, before completion, rendered it unnecessarv to 
haul up Ibo boats last wmlot, ihougli every preceding winter it wns^found indispensable to do so' in 
ordo, to prevent heir bong wrecked. I understand Lord Caa-boiy, the propLtor of the viilLro 
mien Is to cause stores end other structures to be built contiguous to tbe pier, for the momotTon 
tbo“co“n.t? as well as the more extensive proseention of tbe fisheries off tliat part of 

on'?EroS.°ytlX£,ti“? “Store headland of Yongb.l bay, 

yic request tor this work having been regularly referred by tbe pri'nled form, and its execution 
for, H, 1 ^ Ihave talien tbe .neasiirement, .and soundinvs. m d sbaU 

furnish tlio documents required by tbe Board’s regulations with the least possible delay. 

County Watekford. 

Anuestown is in a smdi rocky bay, adjacent to the village of Aniicstown, above three 
imlcs west of Tramore on B,e estate of Sir John Palliser, in the tenantcy of Mr. Hen^y Cofc 
In February 1825, Mr. Cole delivered a plan for a fishery harbour in fbi, Kitr L.- 
amounted to £250, and prayed a yant of one-half, the other if.lt to he subscribed by himself hJ 
api l eal, 0,1 was refen;ed to mo aud I made apian belter e.lcnl.ted for harbour p.irpLs, but which 
ould be less expensive than the former, though the cost would nevertheless exceL £250 • and I re 
eommended a g-mit of £IoO, on condition that Mr, Colo would complete the work, which recom- 
mendation the Board were pleased to accede to. ‘ “'im.n recom- 

Subsoqoontly Mr. Colo produced another plan, designed by a mining engineer, and praying its adon 
bon, and an increase of the grant to £300, which was alse referred, and with the nLL.iidi ifSl 
Mr. Cole would not require payment until the work would be finished, and approved of I dfd S 

f„r4s“rf;“r."'^‘“ >•«<=■■ pi“i i>"t, -bmi,ted *.1 th. „bj?c. da „„t 4"."y 

be I ‘■“r, pulicnlarly the different plans, and am of opinion none would 

fcrn4rll“t™,e S^ -P”- 

‘ ' ® ^ay, about two miles east of Dungarvan, near the 

lUS!.,. ■^5“’ i” “» tenantoy^f Mr. Kobort 

louff’r ‘luring the meetings on the subject of the disputes between the 
long lino and trantmol fishermen, it was proposed, os the moans of terminating these disputes to con- 
S i?o ‘ho temmeriors te Xoash lheh- 

S mr Xve l”fb’ Commissicur wr iX" 

ieJlcdpIa^aed osrimL^^^^ " ’ “ *” ““ f‘>' “ 

bufij„ra”4iwo“xfr;i?B3 “»‘"- 

fis4|g !>— at the 

numerous boats. I was accom^uKu thif TT^JaSmy, b/sS 
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Corrj' ; and all the circumstances rendering the execution of the former work expedient, are more 
forcibly applicable to this. 

By concise calculation the work may be executed for £1,200, which will require £300 local contri- 
bution, and £900 grant from the Board. 

Grandison harbour, on the south shore of Dungarvan bay, within half a mile of Helvick Head, 
adjacent to a new and handsomely built village of that name, on the estate of Mr. Henry Villiers 
Stuart, which I surveyed under circumstances similar to the two foregoing sites, is executing at the 
private expense of Mr. Stuart, and is a very" bold and costly undertaking, but is on too expen- 
sive a principle to justify a recommendation for a grant, if the proprietor should be desirous of 
obtaining one. 

Drumbrattan Boat Strand is a cove in the shore, about one mile west of Anneslown, on the estate 
of Mr. Patrick Power. 

The fishermen have built a small pier in this cove, but it is only sufficient to smooth the water so 
as to allow small boats to land, when the surf runs too high on the strand to allow of their doing so ; 
but they must ultimately be hauled up on the cliffs for security. 

An expenditure of £250 would do. something useful on this site; but I am not prepared to say 
whether a portion of that sum would bo obtained by local contribution. 

CotJSTr WZXFOED. 

In Courtown or Kilbride bay, between Glasscarrig Head and Kilmichael Point, adjacent to the 
village of River Chapel, on the estate of the Earl of Courtown, a harbour would materially promote 
the fisheries of the coast, and render important service to its navigation in general, by affording a 
place of refuge for craft, of which this long range of coast is at present destitute. 

The plan designed by Mr. Nimmo consisted of a southern pier, about six hundred feet in length, 
extending into thirteen feet depth at low-water spring tides, and a northern breakwater pier about fi^-o 
hundred feet in length. The estimate amounted to £9,221 Os. 9d. In 182-1 the Boai'd granted 
£161 10s. 9d. towards the expense, but no part of this sum has been paid. 

The promiscuous work of the south pier was carried out about three hundred and eighty feet; but 
has been materially damaged and deranged by storms from the south-east, which also drifted 
so much sand into the sheltered part as neaidy filled It up ; but this has since been partiaUy 
washed out again. 

The promiscuous work of the northern breakwater has been carried out about two hundred and 
fifty feet. 

The work has been suspended since last spring. From the information I could obtain £S,000 has 
been expended, but the contemplated work does not appear to bo one fourth part executed. 

There is some temporary shelter afforded by part of the promiscuous work, thrown by storms into 
the harbour, and acting as a jetty, within W'hich several sailing and rowboats were afloat, and starting for 
the fishery. There are six good houses and a stone yard (the commencement of a town) built at the 
harbour, but there does not appear to be any w-ell-founded expectation entertained that the work will 
soon proceed ; and, I therefore respectfully submit that it may be expedient to disappropriate the pre- 
sent grant, with the understanding tliat it may at a future period be re-granted out of the fund ac- 
cruing under the Act of the 5th Geo. IV. c. 64, when the future progress of the work shall give a 
well-founded hope of its proceeding to completion. If finished, this harbour would rank in the 
first class. 



County Wicitiow. 

At Greysfones, on the south shore of Rathdown Bay, about three miles south of Bray, on the 
estate of Mr. Peter La Touche, there are a great number of row boats employed in the fisheries 
which must he hauled out of the sea when the wind blows from any point round from east-north-east 
to north ; and if the portion of natural shelter which the place affords were completed by artificial 
works, it would be very beneficial to the fishery of this coast. 

The rock which forms the southern shore of the bay extends about three hundred and sixty-five 
feet from the beach, and has, along the greater part of it, from twelve to fourteen feet depth at low 
water spring tides. This it has been proposed to quay and improve, and a northern breakwater would 
also be necessarry. 

Different plans have been designed for this work; for one made by Mr. Nimmo, the esti- 
mate amounted to £3,424 12 j. 3d.; and in April 1825 the Board granted £461 IOj. 9d, towards 
the expense of executing it. 

There has not been any progress made even towards commencing the work, nor does there appear 
any immediate probability of its proceeding ; and I therefore respectfully submit, that it is expedient 
to disappropriate this grant, with an understanding that it may be re-granted whenever the local fund 
shall be really subscribed, or when any other circumstance shall occur that will evince a serious in- 
tention of going on with the undertaking. 

If finished this harbour would rank in 'the first class for its degree of utility in promoting the 
fisheries. 

This ends the harbours actually inspected, time not yet permitting the completion of the tour ; but 
for the purpose of endeavouidng to bring the entire coast of the kingdom under the view of the 
Boai’d, I continue a statement of the condition of the remaining piers, from the best information 
and materials in my power. 



County Dublin. 

In 1821, the Board gi'anted£'591 IH. 4r?. for a fisherj' harbour at Lambay : towards the execution 
of this work, Colonel Talbot is to subscribe £451 7s. 8<f. The Board have paid on account, 
£425 8s. 4d., and £l66 3s. stands to the credit of the work. 

Colonel Talbot has obtained an additional grant from the Government, and the work is extending 
beyond the original design, and will of course be increased in the degree of its utility. 

In 1825, the Board granted £1569 Is. 7d. for a pier at Balbriggan, and towards the execution of 
this work, the inhabitants of Balbriggan were to subscribe £523 Os. 6d. The work is in progress, and 
proceeding satisfactorily; £783 13s; 9d. has been paid by instalments; and £785 7s. 10c/. now 
stands to the credit of the work. 



Mr. Dannell’s Report 
on the Fishery 
Harbours. 



CO.WATERFOltD. 

Grandisou. 



Dnimbrattan. 



CO. WEXFORP. 
Courtown. 



CO. WICKLOW. 
Grpystonos. 



CO. DUBLIN. 
Lambay. 



Balbriggan. 
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Mt. Donnell's RejioH Extract fiom Mr. Donnell’s Report for 1830.^ — At Balbriggan Pier, the fishing craft during the 

ontheFishei-y gales from the east and north-east heretofore suffered greatly in their rigging and moorings. The 
Daifours. ^ fishermen were obliged in such cases to remain in care of their vessels, exposed to hardships, and 
CO. DUBLIN to prevent their destruction. At present they go to their homes, under a full conviction that 

^ • their vessels will now be in perfect security. In addition to these advantages, I have to observe 
that the new harbour at Balbriggan had been only a few days opened when five or six colliers took 
refuge and were saved in it. Coals, which were previously an article of monopoly, (as colliers would 
not venture to take the harbour in winter,) have been since sold out of the vessel's to the public at 
Ss. or 6s. per ton less than heretofore. 



CocNTT Down. 

CO. DOVVN. jf, 1824, the Board granted £257 7s. Sd. towards the harbour of Kimmersport; Mr. Oeilvie to 
Ki^ers-PortinArfl- subscribe a like sum. _ Mr. Ogilvie applied for payment of the Board’s grant, alleging that the work 
^ completed according to his contract. Flaving inspected the work, it did not appear to me to be 

so completed, and I reported accordingly. Since that period Mr. Ogilvie has ordered the objec- 
tionable parts to be improved ; but the work has not been since inspected. 

County Antium. 

CO. ANTRIM. In .July 1824, the Board granted £461 10s. 9d. towards the harbour of Ballintrae ; Mr Spencer 
Ballintrae. to contribute a like sum. Mr. Spencer applied for payment of £250, the amount of his first mstal- 

ment. In October 1825, having inspected the work, I reported that he was not entitled, under his 
contract, to such payment, and the work has since been suspended. 



County Dondgal. 



CO. DONEGAL. 
Greencastle. 

Doeleg. 



la January 1824, the Board granted £1597 3s. Id. for Greencastle harbour, on condition that a 
hke sum would be provided by local contribution. The decision concerning the plan and site is at 
present under consideration, through the medium of the printed forms adopted by the Board. 

In December 1825, the Board granted £92 6s. 2c?. for Doebeg, the North West Agricultural 
Society to supply £6l 18s. Id.; the object was to cut down some rocks in Loch Swilly, which work 
IS in progress. '' 



CO. SLIGO. 
Mullaghmore. 



County Sxigo. 

In January 1824, the Board granted fS45 10a. 9* for Mullaghmore harbonr ; Lord Palmerston 
to subscribe a like sum. £93 I Is. lOd. has been paid on account for superintendence, and £451, 
] os. 1 1 0 . now stands to its credit ; the work is in progress. 

Extract from Mr. Donnell’s Report fir \329 — Lord Palmerston subsequently undertook the 
management, and defrays the whole expense, except what had been previously paid for siroerin- 
tencience. The work has been found of great utility. ‘ 

Sundry grants from the Board for Raghley, amount to £750 4s. 9cf. which has been expended 
and there is not now any balance to its credit ; but the work is insecure and incomplete, and being a 
station of great importance for promoting the fisheries, I recommend that £200 be reserved out of 
the fund which accrued under the Act of the 59th of Geo. III., to be applied in completing and 
securing the work. i b “ 

Sundry grants frem the Board for Pulocheny, amount to £498 14s. 9<f. which has been expend- 

ed, and the work is unnnislied and very insecure. It would require so large a sum to complete it 
that i forbear to oRer any recommendation for a grant, though the site is of first rate importance for 
improving the fisheries, if adequate shelter were provided. 

n Fish- Having described the condition of the several harbours on the coast of Ireland, I shall venture to 
make a few general observations concerning these works. 

It IS perhaps necessary to correct some pervading errors regarding the sites and construction of 
hshery harbours. It is by some persons supposed that a fisheiy harbour, as a matter of course, must 
be a place of refuge for craft from storms, and that if it fail in this property it has failed in utilitv 
This idea has been extended to the proposal for confining the harbour fund exclusively to the con- 
struction of rendezvous harbours. On the other hand it has been asserted, that fishery piers are 
craft as quays or landing places within natural harbours for the use of the fishin*’' 

It appears to me that any single general principle is inapplicable to the variety of cases that occur 
for consideration, and that (he decision should in every case be governed by actual reference to the 
geographical peculiarities of the coast. 



... lo tlie proposal that a few great harbours ought to be constructed in suitable positions, ... 

fcrence to nuinerous small ones, the principle, even if right, could not be acted upon by the Com- 
ml^sloncls, as the whole fund at their disposal would not be adequate to the e.xecution of a sin<jle 
harbour, answering the character which the principle implies. ° 

Tho north-wBalore and wnstern coast., dmvn to the Bay of Galway inclitsi.e, abound with natural 
bays and harbours, indnite ly oxcollmg any that human means could construct for tho safe recontion 
and shelter of craft overtaken by dillicullios and storms. But as mere shelter ancho?.ne dlE 
liom the shore, does not answer for landing and embarking purposes, the proper structm-e’ for the 
?nrc° e re” ‘ ““I “ 0^= »d pLs'^di.trihnt.d' ali’ng lid! 

,1 ® for the keeping of craft in-shore, and that will 

dwri hnl 'T' populalmn m the respective districts to have the vessels aHoat contiguons to their 

talh^frd-mSdire' *“ 

he ?eTed°on''a, S' P” «'one 

no relied on .as places of refuge on a long range of coast, as vessels to leeward could not beat up 

Improremcnt. promo. Thnihicf of to make the harbour far distant to windward, 

ted by the Fishery ‘V® / harbours m improving the condition of the people, and civilizing their ha- 

Harkonrs. not yet been fully developed, as but few of these works have been finished , hut There L, in 
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the imperfect progress that has been made,, abundant proof of their practical utility for effecting these Mr. Donnell’s Jlepo,- 
objects. ^ f/^. fighcry 

I assume it as a principle, that a fishery harbour is either required by the actual want of accommo- Harbours. 
dation and security experienced by an existing fishing town or village ; or if built on a good site, ^ ■** " — Y"*" "■ * 
where no legal disabilities interfere, it will have the effect of creating a town or village, thereby con- 
centrating the population, and rendering them co-operative in managing the fishery. "Such concentra- 
tion will also render men, at present but partially civilised, amenable to the operation of the laws and 
subservient to the better arrangements of society. 

I shall only mention three cases. of fishery harbours in illustration. 

Killaney, in Arran, is one of an existing fishing village, requiring an increase of accommodation on 
account of an increase in number and size of the boats. The harbour already has had the effect of in- 
creasing exertion, by giving increased confidence for venturing out to sea, and by decreasino- the 
anxiety and labour of the fishermen when returned on shore. ° 

At Roundstone, a wild district in Cunomara, a fishing village had scarcely been marked out, when 
twenty-two lots were taken for building a good class of houses upon, contiguous to the pier ; and CliK 
den_ in Cunemara, which six years back did not contain six houses, and was the focus of smuggling and 
illicit distillation, has become an extensive well built town, with commercial stores and other appen- 
dages, and actually paid some thousands of pounds excise duties in the last year. 

The coast from Galway Bay to Loophead does not afford natural shelter, and therefore the only craft on Harbours o i th Ml 
it are boats made by wicker skeletons, covered with tarred canvass, light enough to be instantly carried bay Coast of ClKe“ ' 
off when the surge washes them ashore, before the succeeding w’ave can reach them, which would des- 
troy them against the beach, or carry them back hy its reflux ; therefore the coast presents a case for 
the application of more extensive and costly artificial protection, because a harbour in which the better 
class of felling craft could lie securely, would have the immediate effect of producing such craft, and 
thereby improving the fishing, and the condition of the coast population ; with this view Liscanor has 
interesting claims on the notice of the Board. 

From the foregoing part of this Report, it appears that neatly all the grants for the commencement Cause of Allocatine 
of harbours on the western and southern coasts were made in the year 1 822, the attention of the Board, most funds for the 
of the Government, and of the charitable committees who wore contributors to the funds beint>- di- ""sstsfu and Southern 
reeled to these parts by the famine with which they were then afflicted ; and the expenditure was de- 
signed (and operated) as a measure of relief. The late expenditure has also operated in a similar way, 
and under nearly similar calamity, especially in the island of Arran, at Glandore, and at Balbriggan! 

The inhabitants of the northern and eastern coasts, who suppose they have not shared a fairpronortion 
of the Board’s bounty, should understand, that it was bound to allocate its funds in accordance with 
the objects and instructions of the parties who were such liberal contributors towards them. 

In the foregoing details there is an instance {see Duras, County Galway,) of a private individual Tablets on Piers for 
placing an inscription tablet in the parapet of a harbour, purporting that the work was executed at his which Public (Sranfs 
expense, though ho was only a contributor. It is respectfully suggested, for the consideration of the been made. 
Board, that it would be proper to place on a permanent tablet in each pier, an inscription to intimate 
the circumstances under which it was erected, and the rights of the persons engaged in the fishing to tlie 
gratuitous use of it. The whole expense would be covered by a grant of £150. 

It might also be proper to inscribe on such tablet, rules and regulations for preservino- the harbour 
from intentional injury ; but as it is probable, from the necessity of the case, that some legislative en- 
actments will he made for this purpose, and for creating some permanent means of obtaining a fund 
for defraying the expense of ivear and tear, and necessary repairs, possibly the consideration of this 
branch may properly be postponed. 

However presumptuous the expression of disapproval of a legislative enactment may appear, by so Impolicy of reciuiring 
humble an individual as myself, I venture to observe that the clause contained in the section of ihe Contributions 

Act of the 5th Geo. IV., c. 64, which requires local contributions in aid of every grant, works badly. cases, 

It has the effect of fixing the construction of harbours on inferior instead of superior sites ; local con- 
tribution is only to be obtained where the individual subscribing will derive personal advanta<Te ; he 

therefore, in general, proposes the site as the condition of his subscription ; and though a preferable 
site may not be very remote, if local contribution cannot be obtained for it, the Boartf cannot decide 
in its favour, but must either submit tq.prant for the inferior site, or give up the measure altogether. 

The principle of local contribution is good, but its universal and indispensable application, practically 
renders the selection of the best sites impossible. ^ 

In the course of my inspection I became convinced of the necessity of making ageneral provision for Means of Mooringre- 
betier means of mooring at the sev eral fishing harbours, the want of which furnishes pretexts for sinking t«ired. 
grapples and anchors in the pavement, and for injuriously making fast to other parts of the works. 

I therefore respectfully recommend that the sum of £350 be reserved out oftlie fund, which accrued 
under the Act of the 4<)th Geo. Ill, for the foregoing purpose. 

There may be a necessity for employing overseers on such harbours as are now in progress, if the 
work shall appear to be proceeding defectively or fraudulently. Under such circumstances, if all the 
above fund shall be appropriated, there will be no means of procuring such indispensable control. I 
therefore respectfully recommend that the sum of £250 be reserved out of the above-mentioned fund 
for this purpose. 

Andl tutliei- respsetM, suggest, that it may be expedrent to reserve £a00 generally, for conliu- r 

gencies out of the same lund. tiu^enrier ^ 

«/i Donnell, C. E. 

Inspector of Harbours. 
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APPENDIX, No. XIX. 

Abstract of Reports on tbe state and utility of the Fishery Piers around Ireland j prepared by directioo 
of the Board of Public Works, in 1833. 



OBSERVATIONS. 



Grant from Gorenunent, £810 0 0 | Tins Pier has just been completed, and is likel7 to 
Lord Templemore, 7S0 0 0 be very useful for export and import trade. It is open 

by good roads to an extensive district. 

£i,S60 0 " ' 



Wtse’s Foist, 
Near Dungarvan, 
Co. Waterford. 



Grant from Government, £830 
T. Wyae, Esq^., and others 3o0 



iGrant from Government, £130 0 0 



3t nseful Pier, not only for the protection of 
Ithe fisheries, but also for the purposes of trade, seve- 
ral hundred tons of corn having been shipped from it 
durii^ the last year for Liverpool and Scotland j tim- 
'■'ir, iron, (fee. brought in return. 

Much used as a safety harbour by the small craft 
for several miles round the coast : useful also for the 
purposes of trade, 800 tons of coals having beenlanded 
here during the last year. The roads leading to it 
are reported to bo very mneh neglected. 

This Pier affords protection to about 20 yawls of 
I three tons each, engaged in the fisheries ; it is also 
much used for the purposes of trade, the village being 
a thriving one, much owing to the exertions of Mr. J. 
Redmond Barry, on whose land manganese of appa. 
rontly good quality is being raised. It is stated that 
nearly £10,000 has been expended on building within 
the last two years. 

6. Cape Cleau IsLANo.lGrant from Government, £470 0 11 Affords very great protection to the poor islanders 
iSfr W. Beecher, 230 IS 4 engaged in fishiug, in all about 350 persons. The 

population is about 1100, for whom the island, in 
■good seasons, supplies sufficient food; hut in dry 
seasons the supply is insufficient. 

The works are much in want of repiur. 



7. Laurence Cove, 
Bere Island, 
Co. Cork. 



. Castletown, 
Berehaven, 
Co. Cork. 



10. Kenmarb, 

Co. Kerry. 



12. Cahirciveen, 
Co. Kerry. 



, This Pier is now finishing by contract, under the 
Commissioners of Public Works, and is likely to prove 



Grant from Government, £336 10 
By Hedges Eyre, Esq. 260 0 



_ A very useful Fishery Pier, affording protection to 
^sixteen hookers of 12 tons each, and ninety yawls of 
from 3 to 4 tons, belonging to the island, and employ- 
£686 10 0 ing aboutlOOO persons exclusively in the fisheries. 

Population of the island about 3000 ; the inhabitants 
ate described as wretchedly poor. 



3 2 



A Pier affording much protection to the fisheries. 
There are belonging to this port 4 decked boats of 



Irish, £200 0 



British, £184 12 



Grant from Government, £98 0 0 



57 16 10 20 tons, 12 hookers of 12 tons, and 50 yawls of 4 Ions 
— each, affording employment to about 400 persons ex- 

clusively eng^d m the fisheries. It is also much 
’ for trading purposes, a district of ten miles be- 



ing supplied from hence with timber, ii . 

!canti\e goods generally. The roads connected with 
|the Pier are reported to be very bad. Copper vniTiae 
•e also working successfully at Allika, distant about 
miles. 

This work is much used for landing sen-manmu; 
l^ber, slates, <fec. are also imported. Thesunuund- 
|ing district was entirely shutout from any communi- 
cation till this pier was built. About 6 hookers of 
10 tons each, and 12 yawls, frequentit. 

This Pier is described as of very great use for agri- 
cultural and mercantile purposes, but not of so much 
nse to the fisheries. The towu, and country for sevei'ai 
[miles round it, are stated to be in a very improving 



iGrantfrom Government, £269 
Dublin Charitable Com- 
mittee, 100 



Much used by fishing vessels, and also for landing 
a manure, from the use of large quantities of which 
;e neighbouring country, for a distance of about 
ven miles round, is improving much. The con- 
necting roads are in very bad order. The Inspecting 
Commanderof the Coast Guard confirms this state- 
ment of our Officer, as to the improvement of the 
district within the last few years, and attributes it to 
e same cause. 

Useful botli for fishery and agricultural purposes: 
about 400 persons derive partial employment fium the 
fisheries, but being both fanners and fishermen, their 
attention is not given at the best seasons for fisliing. 
'■”ie same improvement in the surrounding country is 
progress here, ns has been before remai'kcd on. 
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27. CtOBAN Bbidge, 
Co. Galway. 



Grant from. Govermaent, £705 
Dublin Committee, 114 

Knight of Kerry, 141 



£1,840 0 0 



iGrantfrom GoTemment,£l,148 18 
iDublin Committee, 115 7 

Mr. Westby, 200 0 



Grant from Government, £2309 0 0 
iDubliu Committee, 115 0 0 

Isii Augustine Fitzgerald, 607 0 0 



'Built at the expense of the Connty. 



Grant from Government, £166 18. 0 
A Contribution to assist Mr. Lynch i 
building a Pier. 



[Built by County Presentment. 



Grant from Govermnent, £710 ft 0 
[Dublin Committee, 76 14 0 



OBSERVATIONS. 

The benefit derived from this Pier has been consir 
derable, both to the fish«ies and commerce. Its 
utility also as an asylum harbour lias been frequently 
found ; about 400 persons axe exclusively employed in 
I the fisheries, in which 100 seen boats and ISO yawls 
i use. Imports, chiefly from Liverpool, are iron, 
[coals, and timber; exports, com, butter, and slates; 
|the latter are of very fine quality, and theworking of 
them gives employment to about 160 persons daily. 

Part of this Pier was originally built hythe County, 
[and afterwards added to under the direction of the 
Fishery Board. Additions have also been made by thf 
Customs Department. It is a most useful work, not 
only for mercantile and agricultural purposes, but 
also for the fisheries, which are carried on to some 
extent here, giving employment to about 2,000 
persons. 

The boats used in the fisheries of this place are of 
the small class, being chiefly yawls and canoes ; af- 
fording employment to about 260 men and boys ; a 
[large quantity of sea manure is landed here. 

From the rite of this Pier it is of no use ; small 
[craft not being able to a-pproach it, except at three 
[quarters flood of spring tides. 

There are 20 small hookers engaged in fishing and 
[dredgingfor Oysters, belonging to this port, affording 
'oyraent to about 200 persons. ThePier isof much 
. lamercaatilo audagricultural pointof view. A 
[small steam vessel plies between Kilrusb and Limerick. 

A useful Pier both for the fisheries and trade. Six 
[hookers of seven tons each, and upwards of 500 ca- 
or coraclis, (small cots, some covered with 
[horse-hides, others with canvass laid over with com- 
Iposition,) give employment to about 400 persons in 
[fisliing, and to farmers occasionally. Turf shipped 
[from hence. 

Owing to the facilities afforded by this Pier for 
landing sea manure, the country round it bears evi- 
dent marks of agricultural improvement. It is also 
useful to the fisheries in which about 110 persons are 
exclusively employed, and.it is also an asjlmn har- 
bour for small craft coming in from Loop Head and 
other fishing stations, to the Shannon. 

This Pier is not much frequented by fishing boats. 

is, however, very useful for agricultural purposes, 
[and also as a place of refuge m hard weather for 
[small craft. 

Can be approached at spring tides only, by a vessd 
|o£I2tons; bulls capable of much.improvement, ana 
;bt then be’ very useful. 



This Pier is situated on a very bold and dangerous 
[shore, exposed to the force of the Atlantic, and has 
been several times much injured. It however affords 
[considerable shelter to small craft, and ismuch used 
•for the purposes of trade. 

30 Hookers, of about 12 tons, and 160 yawls of 3 
tons each, frequent this place, giving employment to 
about 500 men in the Fisheries. Large quantities of 
[com, butter, pigs, and sheep are shipped here. In 
[hard weather, 100 sail of small craft have been known 
to. take refuge in this' harbour. 

• But little benefit is derived from this Pier, as none 
[but small craft can approach it. No road leading 



ies, besides fedditating the supply of the surround- 
,...g district with turf, which is brought in considera- 
[ble quantities from Cunemara. There are about 120 
en and boys employed in fishing. 

This appears to he a work more of private than <ff 
[public accommodation, altliough g small sum was 
[contributed towards its erection from Government 
[funds. 

Is much used for landing sea-mgnure and .tjirf. 30 
[fishing yawls, of 3 tons each, frequent it, employing 
[about 70 persons. 

Never properly finished, owing to’ which the wopIk 
have been, completely destroyed. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




124] APPENDIX TO THE FIRST REPORT OF THE 
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^ where situated. 


Sources from which Funds \rere 
derived for their Construction. 


1 OBSERVATIONS. 


29. New Harbour, 
Abdfry, 

Co. Galway. 


Built by Mr. Nimmo, supposed witi 
Government Funds. 


h A very useful Pier for landing turf and sea-manure 
for a considerable district, as well as for affordmii 
shelter from the W. und S. W. winds, vessels fre- 
quently running up from the roadstead of Galway to 
shelter there. ■’ 


SO. Roscom, 

Three and a-halfmile: 
Eaat of Galway. 


London and Dublin Charitable Societies 


i. Reported to be a very useful Pier, at which large 
quantities of maunre and turf are landed. The mar- 
hie from the Menlo Park quarries, which is of a fine 
description, is shipped here. It is frequented also by 
about 45 small fishing boats. 


31. Orasmore, 

One mile North East 
of Galway. 


London nmlDnblin Charitable Societies 


. Beneficial to the poor fishemen. Turf and ma- 
nure in considerable quantities lauded here. 


32. Claddagk Pier, 
in the suburbs of 
Galway. 


Grant from Govermnent,iei597 0 0 
Local Contributions, 623 0 0 


A most convenient and useful Pier, for the nn- 
merous fishing boats belonging to this place, in 
- number about 140 sail-boats, from 12 to 14 tons, and 
50 row-boats, of 6 to 6 tons each, employing near 
2200 persons. With all the advantages of good boats 
and accommodation, there ore few places where the 
I’isheries are carried on with so little enterprise. 


£2-220 0 0 


33. Slate Pier, 
Galway Harbour. 


Built by Mr. Nimmo with Govemmeni 
Funds. 


This is a work of much importance, as- it afford* 
considerable shel^ to the Docks and Quays of Gal- 
way. The Pier is in a most dilapidated state ; the 
cost of a thorough repair is estimated at £1397 : 
should it be left without repairs for some time longer, 
it is probable that it would be utterly destroyed, and 
the materials forced into the navigable part of the 


34. Barna, 

Co. Galway. 


Grant from Government, i3210 2 0 
Dublin Committee 76 8 0 


The Pier was originally built by a private indivi- 
dual in 1799, and re-built by Mr. Nimmo in 1822 • 
■ but being badly erected, in 1830 it was destroyed; 
and in 1831 was again partially re-built by the Ofli- 
cer of the Coast Guard, and Collector of Galway- 
with the charitable funds ; it is found to be very use- 
fuLfor the Fisheries, and it is sheltered from the S. 
and S. W. gales, and the only safety harbour for 
small craft on 27 miles of coast. 




£286 10 0 


35. Spiddle, 

Co. Galway. 


[Grant from Government, £128 16 0 
Dublin Committee, 41 16 0 


This Pier is but of little use, and is. much out of 
repair. 




£170 11 0 




36. Costello, 

Co. Galway. 


Grant from Government, £$S0 16 0 
Dublin Committee, 80 15 0 


This is a work of but little use, and iu a state of 
dilapidation; not worth the cost of repairing it. 




£461 11 0 




37. Ballycreavet, 
Co. Galway. 


LondonandDnblin Charitable Societies. 


• This Pier is of little use except to the Coast Guard. 


38. Gbeatman’s Bay. 
Co. Galway. 


Originally built by Mr. Nimmo from 
the Government Funds. 


Tliis Pier being left incomplete, was destroyed : sub- 
sequently the materials were collected, and the Pier, 
for good part of its length was re-built by Lieutenant 
White, of the Coast Guard, and the Collector of Gal- 
way, with funds from the Charitable Societies : it is 
found to be very useful. 


39. Killaney Pier, 
Isles of Arran. 


Grant from Government, £664 14 0 
Dublin Committee, 60 5 0 


There are 39 hooker's fi-equenting this Pier, giving 
employment exclusively in fishing to about 360 per- 




£624 19 0 


sons. A large quantity of sea manure is shipped 
here for the shores of Clare and Galway. A Coast 
Guard station, the officers of which have madesome 
improvements in the works with the, aid of funds from 
the London and Dublin Charitable Societies. The 
inhabitants are wretchedly poor. 


40. Roundstone, 
Co. Galway. 


Grant from Government, £393 1 0 
Dublin Committee, 92 6 0 


30 sailing-boats, averaging 10 tons, and 40 rowing- 
boats of 4 tons each, frequent this Pier. The former 




£485 7 0 


occasionally employed in bringing com, kelp, and 
turf to Galway. About 260 persons constantly em- 
ployed between fishing and trading. 


41. Clipdek, 1 

Co. Galway. i 


Grant from Government, £168 16 0 
Mr. Nimmo it is believed also expended 
Government Funds on this work. i 


This is a Quay wall, partly unfinished. Captain 
Boileau, of the Coast Guard, expended some of the 
rharituble funds in adding to its length. Corn and 
Jutter are shipped here for Liverpool, and large quan- 
ities of sea manure landed. About ninety persons 
■mployed in fishing. 


42. Kingston, ] 

Co. Galway. 


7unds of the London and Dublin Chari- 
table Societies, under the direction 1 
of Rev. A. Thomas, Rector. t 


This Pier is used by the fishermen of the neigh- 
louring creeks as a placeofrendezvous. Seamauure 
ind turf are also landed here. 


43. Cleggan, ( 

Co. Galway. ] 


5rant from Government, £726 9 0 
Dublin Committee 115 7 0 i 


This work appears to be in a ruinous state; the 
naterials and workmanship' reported to be both bad. 
rhe pier was a useful one when iu good order, and 
t would be worth repairing. 




£840 16 0 i 


44. Cloonish Pier, 
Co. Galway. 


Built by the late Mr. Nimmo, supposed 
with Government Funds. c 


Useful for the landing of sea manure and shipping 
ifturf for Galway. Mr. Seymour reports that the 
‘fa.ee of the country is fast improving from the ad- 
,'antages derived from the sea manure, particularly 
!0, since the manufacture of kelp was given up.” 
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46. Lbe.nans Pier, 
Killenny Bay, 
Co. Galway. 



63. Tarmon, 

Blacksod Bay, 
Co. Mayo. 



54. Salbek, 

Near NewtownBingh 
Co. Mayo. 



jGrantfrom Government, £276 18 0 



London andDublLu Charitable Societies. 



Grant from Government, £282 0 0 



Contract taken at the Estimate by I 
Mr. Coates, who was interested ii " ' 



Grant from Government, £1,088 9 
Dublin Committee, 191 15 
Sir Gore Booth, 120 0 



OBSERVATIONS. 

This Pier is the only place of refuge in Ballina- 
'kii Bay, but having been badly built, is now much 
of repair. The country round it is rapidly im* 
. ing,and the Pier is a veryuseful one for the trade 
and Fisheries. 

About 30 row-boats occasionally employed in flsb- 
iiug, frequent tins Pier. Its situation is near tbe 
junction of tbe IVestport, Clifden and Galway Roads. 

, for the landing of sea manure and sand, 

I large quantities of which are used iu improving the 
I -'ibouring mountainous country. 



Tliis Pier has fallen into' ruins, and is a severe loss 
the poor islanders, composed of about 80 families, 
chiefly dependant on the Fisheries for support. The 
Pier was built on tlie only lauding place in the 
island. 



I About 340 men and boys occasionally employedin 
the Fisheries, being also farmers; large quantities of 
sea manure lauded, and the island improving in agri- 
culture. Much grain shipped here for W'cstpqrt. 
Population about 1600. 

This Pier badly executed and never completely 
finished. There are 50 sail-boats, averaging 8 tons, 
and 100 yawls averaging 2 tons eacli, which frequent 
this harbour, giving occasional employment to about 
'00 persons. 

This small Pier was btiilt under the superinlend- 

ice of Lieut. Nugent of the Const Guard, and affords 
shelter to about 40 yawls during the Heiring Fishery, 
from N. and N. W. 

This is an extensive and tolerably well-built Pier. 
20 hookers of 6 tons each, and about 100 yawls fre- 
quent it. Those persons engaged in. the Fisheries on 
this part of the coast, are, generally speaking, farmers 

well as fishermen. 

Little used as a fishing station, hat considerable 
quantities of corn and potatoes are shipped here for 
Westport, and merchandize brought back in return. 
A small expenditure iu completing the inner dock 
would make this harbourmuch more useful. 

This Pier affords good shelter from the S. E. aud 
W. winds ; at J flood spring tides a vessel of a hun- 
dred tons can get alongside the Pier. Described as a 
Igood fishing station, but the fishermen not enterpri- 
'sing. The Pier is also of great use for mercantile 
purposes, the imports being timber, iron, slates, Ac., 
in return for grain, and other agricultural produce. 
It is stated that from this small village about 1300 
tons of oafs were shipped for the English and Scotch 
markets last season. It has often been suggested to 
cut a canal across the narrow isthmus which divides 
, Broad Haven from Blacksod Bay,' by which means 
a vessel could put to sea with any wind from either of 
;the harbours. 

A good fishing station ; about 360 persons occasion- 
ally employed. Much sea-manure funded here. The 
country reported to be much improved since 1827. 
About 7000 tons ofharley and oats annually e.xported. 
Imports, timber, iron, slates, and coals (for malting.) 
Harbour tolls are charged. The Pier is an old one, 
and has been newly repaired with public funds. 

The work was left in an unfinished state, and what 
had been executedisnow down, the materials lying on 
the strand. There is a Coast-guard station here, and 
|if the works were completeda vessel of 150 tons might 

in in at ^ flood. 

About 200 persons occasionally employed in tbe 
fisheries at this Pier. Large quantities of sea-manure 
lalso landed here. A Coast-guard station. Nearest 
Iroad to the pier distmit i mile. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 



!. PORTMUCK, 

Island Magee, 
Co. Antrim, 



[Grant from Government, £550 
F. Mansfield, Esq. •260 



[Grant from Government, £470 
The Marq. Conyngham, 
pet General Hart, 250 



TMs Pier has proved of mncli protection to -tk&.- 
boats frequenting it, as previous to its erectioit none 
could approach the shore with safe^. With strong 
gales however from the S. W. it is unsafe. Large 
quantities of sea-manure are landed here, and it is 
likely to he soon used as a place of shipment for com. 
At spring tides, vessels drawing 12 feet water can h©.' 
alongside. 

Tliis pier not yet completed, owing to the contractoe 
getting into difficulties. Steps wDl he taken at' tfe 
opening of the season to expedite the work. 



:GrantfromGoveramenb,£l,690 0 0 



[Grant from Government, £513 
[Comirussioners of Ardglass 
' Harbour, 200 



Grantfrom Governmtmh £3300 
Earl of Anuesley 2300 



£3600 0 0 



This Pier very nearly completed, and will be foundi-' 
u.seful, affording shelter from S. W. and S. £, winds 

Badly built, and requiring considerable repair ; 
much used hy the fishermen, and also ns a place of 
shelter. Vast quantities of limestone shipped here for 
Scotland and varions parts of the coast. 

This Pier is in a state of forwardness, under con- 
act. It will be useful to the fisheries, about 500 
persons being employed in them. 



This Pier is situated at the inner end of Ardglass 
harbour, andis of much use- to the fishing vessels and 
lotlier small craft. It has been much usedfor tradingl 
[purposes, previous to the completing ofthe large PieX 

te Thi3 is an extensive Pier, and can he used hy a 
B class of vessels at high water. Imports — coals, 
— jer, and slates. Exports— oats and bariey, nn^ 
a large quantity of potatoes for Dublin andi Liver- 
pool. 



Grantfrom Government, £336 
[W. Brabaaon, Esq, in addi- 
tion to previous expen- 
diture 10 



Grant from Government £1643 13 
(It is believed that there were also local [ 
Contributions.) 



Fishery Funds, £591 11 0 

[Funds have been furnished also from] 
other Government sonrces, and 
is believed there was also alocalj 
contribution. 



This is a small Dock, partly natural, and partly 
[excavated. A passage has been cut through the beach 
[ for boats to eutep it. It affords shelter from all windd 
[except the N. E. There are 7 smacks, of from 25 to 
140 tons each, and 20 row-boats, exclusively engaged 
in fishing ; it is also much frequented hy the fishing 
vessels of other stations. 

This is an extensive Pier. Some vessels of asupe-' 

Dr description to those generally employed, are en- 
Igaged in the Fisheries here, and the fishermen of this 
.coast are much more enterprising than those on the 
western coast. It is also a very useful harbour for 
fradingpurposes. 

Not quite completed. It is a small fishing station. 



APPENDIX, No. XX. 

Inquiry into the Seizure of Trammel Nets in Dingle Bay, in 1835. 

of the Irish Fishery Inquiry, who visited Dingle, in transmitting the Minutes 
of Evidence taken there on an Inquiry into the complaints of the persons whose trammel-nets were taken 
and destroyed by the line fishermen, do not hesitate to say that in their opinion, the objection to 
these nets used in the manner and in the places where it appears they have been used, was- unirea-* 
sonable and unfounded; the conduct of the line fishermen was most illegal and outrageous; and the 
course taken by the local Magistrates, not at all calculated to promote the object which it is pre- 
sumed they desired. It is^quite dear, however, that the law stands in a most undefined and embar- 
rassing state, and requires immediate attention. Breaches of the Peace will constantly occur until 
the question is settled. 

The Commissioners are ready if required, to furnish a more detailed report of the circumstaiRces 
ot this case. ^ They did not feel that their duty extended further than an inquiry into tho expedi-’ 
®"'^y or introducing the use of trammel-nets; but it became necessary in the course 

ot that inquiry, in order to satisfy the parties who were opposed to each other in most violent 
Mray, to receive evidence which related perhaps more to the question of the local administration of 
merits of the fishery question ; even in this view, however, the Commissioneta 
tnought It may not be wholly uninteresting, inasmuch as it exhibits the- necessity of very clear and in- 
telligible regulations for the government of the local authorities. 



(Signed) , 



Dingle, 17th Juno, 1836. 



H. TOWNSEND. 
JAMES R. BARRY. 



.The Irish Government having, on the 28th of April last, referred to the Commissioners of Irish 
Fishery Inquiry, certain documents herein specified, for their consideration, Messrs. Townsend 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COMMISSIONERS OF THE IRISH FISHER.Y INQUIRY. [127 

■and Barry, on their arrival at Dingle, issued circulars to the persons named in the Memorials, as TrHmmel Ki(s. 
well as to the Magistrates and principal inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood, requesting their ' ^ ■*"! 

attendance at a meeting, for the purpose of inquiring into the circumstances set forth in the several 
statements. The documents referred, are No. I. — A Memorial to his Excellency the Lord Lieute- 
nant, from the Fishermen of Dingle, bearing date the 15th September, 1835. No. II. — A Report on 
the same from Mr. Henry R. Paine, Secretary to the Board of Public Works, dated the 23d Sep- 
-tember, 1835. No. III. — Copy of an answer from Lord Morpeth, to the fishermen’s Memorial, dated 
■28th September 1835. No. IV. — Letter from Commissioners of Fishery Inquiry, to John Currane, 

■of Minard, dated 4th April, 1836. No. V. — Memorial from the Fishermen of Minard Bay, addressed 
to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, dated 8th April 1836. No. VI. — The case of the Minard 
■fishermen, for the opinion of the Crown Lawyers, accompanying their Memorial. No. VII.. — Copy 
of Mr. Drummond’s answer to that Memorial, dated 15th April, 1836. No. VIII. — Letter, dated the 
20th of April, 1836, from John Connor of Acres to Mr. Drummond. 

A meeting was accordingly held at the Court House of Dingle on the 14th of June, and a large 
body of fishermen from both sides attended. There were also present the following persons 



The Honourable Major Mullins, J. P. 

John Hickson, Esq., of the Grove, D. L., and Sovereign 
the Town. 

Samuel Murray Hickson, Esq., 3. P. 

David P. Thompson, Esq., of Burnham House, J. P. 
Francis Eagar, Esq., of Minard, J. P. 

The Rev. Mr. Goodman, J. P. 

Captain Creagh, Inspecting Commander of Coast Guard. 



i Mr. Lawrenson, C. C. Police. 

P. Grey, Esq., Manager of National Bank. 
Henry Bleniierhasset, Esq., M. D. 

The R. C. Curates of Dingle. 

Rev. Mr. Casey, P. P., Dunquin. 

Rev. Mr. Healy, P. P., of Brandon. 

Messrs. M'Kenna, Moriarty, Boyle, <feo. &c. 



The Memorials having been read, 

Major Mullins and Mr. John Hickson stated, that they, as resident magistrates of Dingle, did re- 
commend tile Dingle fishermen, who complained to them of the use of nets believed to be illegal, to 
take those nets in the water, bring them on shore, and summon the owners ; that in doing so they 
acted under their interpretation of the 5th section 7th Geo. IV., cap. 34, which declares the use of 
trammel nets illegal, unless licensed by the Commissioners of fisheries. The fishermen did accordingly 
take several nets, and summoned the owners ; but although convictions were recorded pursuant to the 
statute, the magistrates recommended that they should not be acted upon, and advised a suspension of 
all proceedings at both sides, until the matter should be decided by higher authority. The magistrates 
were induced to adopt this course, on learning that several owners of the nets, feeling themselves 
aggrieved by what they considered the illegal taking away of their property, had processed the fisher- 
men to the Quarter Sessions. One person, named John Manning, the owner of a trammel-net, who 
had processed for its value, persevered in seeking legal redress from the Quarter -Sessions, and the 
magistrates did issue a warrant against him for 40 shillings,* which warrant was executed by the police, 
and the man’s cattle were sold, and the money paid. 

John Sullivan, of Reenbee, stated that he owned a trammel-net which was taken, and, as he believes, 
destroyed by the fishermen of Dingle, and that having been summoned to appear before the magis- 
trates, and convicted in a penalty of £5, a waiTant was issued, signed by John Hickson, Esq., and 
directed to John Ashe and John Leahy. Understanding that this warrant had been issued against 
him, he was for a considerable time in the greatest apprehension of its execution, and it cost him up- 
wards of 25s. in bribes and treating, chiefly given to Ashe, the constablcj to induce him to keep back 
the execution of the warrant ; and finally it was given up to him by John Leahy and Ashe, on his 
paying a further sum of 30s. which they divided between them. Ho declared that he never had 
processed any body for the value of his trammel, but on being further pressed, admitted^ that he had 
caused a process to be served on John Leahy, who was named as one of the constables in tlie magis- 
trates’ warrant, and believes that it was in consequence of that process having been served that he was 
summoned and convicted before the magistrates. The transaction was a very unfortunate one for him, 
for it cost him nearly £3, besides the loss of his nets, and a great deal of trouble. 

James Leahy, a Dingle fisherman, one of the persons named as constables in the magistrates’ war- 
rant, stated that he was processed in November last at the suit of John Sullivan, die last witness, for 
the value of a trammel alleged to have been taken and destroyed by him ; was obliged to go to Tralee 
Sessions in consequence, and incurred heavy expenses in taking witnesses to defend the process. He 
therefore summoned Sullivan afterwards to appear before the magistrates of Dingle, and on his own 
admission, convicted him of being the owner of an illegal net, and obtained a warrant for £5 
penalty, which warrant he afterwards gave up to Denis Moriarty, Daniel M'Kenna, and Sullivan’s 
wife, on beino- paid 30s. of which 15«. were given to John Ashe, the bailiff, and the remainder 
he kept in return for the costs of himself and his witnesses going to Tralee to defend Sullivan’s 
process. He does not know under what pretext Ashe kept the 15s. ^ 

The magistrates explained the transaction thus. — -Understanding that Sullivan, contrary to their 
advice, had processed Leahy for the value of his trammel, they determined to issue a warrant 
against Sullivan for the full penalty under the 7th of Geo. the IV., in order to induce him to 
give up his process, but the warrant was not signed by a second magistrate, in order that the 
parties should be afforded an opportunity of settling their differences before it should be executed. 

John Manning of Doontee, the owner of a trammel-net takenby Peter Lync, a fisherman of Dingle, 
by order (as Lyne alleged) of Mr. Hickson the Magistrate, stated that he has not recovered his 
trammel since ; and that he never processed, a-r sought any other legal redress, but claimed his tram- 
mel, and was summoned and convicted in the penalty of £3. A horse and cow of his were taken 
under the warrant and sold for 30s. They u ere bought in by Mr. Hussey, and all the vest of his 
property was afterwards sold for rent on behalf of his laiuUord, in order to protect it from further 
proceedings. 

John Hickson, Esq., J.P., stated that in his capacity as Magistrate, he had advised the fishermen, 
■whenever they found those nets, to lake them up, but by no means to destroy them, but to keep them 
safe, and to summon the pai-ties daiming them, but on no account to cut them, or otherwise injure, 
them. 

John Connor of Acres, stated that he is one of the trammel owners who memorialed the_ Lord 
Lieutenant, and has been about two years using the trammel-nets. They have been known in this 

, * Thu ]ienalty for using Trammel-nets without license is not less than 40s,, or more than FIO, with forfeiture of the 
nets. — Act 1824, cap. S4, Section 0. 
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T rammel !fet s. quarter about nine or ten years. They are used chiefly for taking Hake, whenever large shoals of 
'■ that fish fall into the bays, but the general season is from October to Christmas, according to the 
weather. The piece of netting produced, is the general kind used. It is of thin twine, and the mesh 
■ inches from^ knot to knot. Each piece of trammel is generally about fifty meshes deep 

and from twenty to thirty fathoms long, with a cork rope and a foot rope. The top, or cork rope* 
floats on the surface of the water, and the weight attached to the foot rope is just sufficient to keep 
the net erect in the water. They are generally moored after sunset, sometimes after night-fall, and 
are ‘lauled before sunrise, except in cases where storms prevent their being taken up. Large quan- 
tities of Hake are meshed in them, and are generally found alive, except in cases where storms pre- 
vent the hauling of the nets. On these occasions, the fish are found dead, and often putrid in the 
bottom of the nets. Seven or eight pieces of trammel joined together, but belonging to differentper- 
Mns, are generally set in ten to fifteen fathoms w-ater at the distance of a quarter or half a mile, from 
Mmard, in Dingle Bay, which is there about seven miles wide. It is about four miles from the place 
where the Dingle boats usually fish : — they sometimes fish at the same place, but very seldom. Tram- 
me s are much used by the small farmers near Minard, some of whom occasionally fish with lines and 
have boats; but many persons have trammels who have not boats, or land, or other means of liveli- 
mu pnerally on the increase, and lately became a great resource to many destitute per- 

sons. Ihe hsh taken is generaljy cured and dried; a part is consumed at home, and the remainder 
generally sold at Tralee ; very little is sold fresh. A piece of trammel of twenty-five fathoms, costs 
about £I 10^. ; and the owner will make from £6 to £7 of this net. Several per sons are now begging 
in consequence of being prevented from using trammels with which they had maintained themselves de- 
cently. W itness had two nets taken from him, and estimates his loss at not less than £20. The nets 
that were biken, were carried away by the Dingle boats in witness’s presence. It was soon after sun- 
rise. I he Minard people saw the Dingle boats coming down, and understanding that they were armed 
they made no resistance. They were restrained chiefly by the advice of Captain Eagar, who, fearing 
a broach of the peace, hindered them from coming in contact with the Dingle boats, and promised 
them legal redress, otherwise they would surely have used the pikes they were for some time making 
up to protect themselves. No trammels have been used since, and the people are waiting with the 
greatest frr the decision of the Government as to the legality of this mode of fishing. 

1 homas Murphy, of Kilmuny, near Minard, stated that he is owner of a boat used by persons who 
have tramniels, but no boats. He receives one half of the fish taken for the use of his boat ; and his 
propoition has in one year amounted to £15. The trammels generally belonged to the poorest class 
ot persons, who had no other means of subsistence, and who are now suffering very great distress since 
oso nets were discontinued. Many poor widows and others have been driven to begging. The 
rammeis are generally set opposite to Minard Castle. Sometimes from ten to twenty pieces, of twenty 
tL each, are joined together. The corks on the top rope, generally kept them near 

» *i I the water ; but the weight of the foot-rope was sometimes so great, as to sink the nets 
to the hottom. Ihe depth of the water was from eight to twelve fathoms, and that of the net not 
more than two ; so that there was a considerable space either above the net or below it, throunh which 
tish might uninterruptedly pass. ® 

Tlio trammels mere set wherever the people thought they could get «sh, but never westward of 
vv est Minard Foint, and never at a greater distance from the shore than two miles and a half. At 
Mmard, the bay is about six or seven miles wide. 

^ resident at Dingle, master of Mr. Hussey’s boat, stated 

that he behoves trammels are prejudicial to the fisheries of Dingle. About four years ago, he was 
fishing oft Bull Head :--On the first day, each man had thirty Hake ; on the next day, the first thing 
ho hooked nas a dead Hake by the belly, and after that no fish was taken. They immediately wenf 
to ventry, about seven miles distant, and took fish in a greater quantity than the first day. He be- 
anyplace where dead fish lie; and knows that where trammels are 
used, halt-strangled fish which escape from the nets, will be found dead upon the bottom. 

He does not remember a worse year in Dingle for fish than the present, but docs not know what 
cau.e to attribute it (o. It might have been the bad weather, but cannot say whether tlie trammels 
caused the scarcity. He has often seen trammels in the water, but the cork rope is rarely on the sur- 
face, and the foot rope is generally on the bottom. f ) vu sur 

‘ Sround is generally off West Minard, when the shoals fall into the bay ; and 

lie nas otten killed fish in great quantities at Awiiascail, oast of Minard, in seven fathoms water His 
reason for thinking trammels injurious to the fishery is, that they are sometimes left so long in the 
watci froni bad weather, or other causes, that the fish die, and cause the shoals to leave the bay ; that 
InhL^d allowed to remain by day in the water; that they operate as stop-nets; and that they 
injme tiio spawn of fish, by sometimes .scraping on the ground. Ho admits that dead fish have been 
ai nines tlirown m upon the coast, even in places where no trammels are used. 

nreSit \ r'‘'l ^^ars, and master of a boat, stated that he was 

ES J 'r*”® f by the fishermen ; it was done by the advice of the 

magistrates. Twenty pieces of trammels are sometimes joined together. To each niece there -ire 
ion? b ^"^1? 1^7 at oac5 junction of the pfe^ tliere it a 

m. til ‘ ^ ^ hundred weight, all of which effectually keep the nets on the bottom ; and the corks 

and tl!« P they injure and destroy the spawn. 

^d the wealc fish. The buoy Ime is invariably long enough to enable the nets to sink to the bottom, 
ne I as sometimes taken a trammel that broke from its mooring after a storm, with fish in it so putrid 
so m has frequently seen trammels out at noon, when the weather was 

J ^ “P- been one of the worst fishing seasons in 

seS wldU ®"® He himself used to kill one thousand Hake during the 

thev are hundred. These nets are increasing to such an extent, that if 

in Nnvpmli fishermen must go beg. No trammels have been used since the seizure . 

*'’® ^"^7> ^nd fish have often been taken 
sLin io.r.l ? Awiiascail, which is higher up than Minard. The shoals of Hake ascend to 
spawn about the first week m September, and on their return, after spawning, they used to be taken 
in great abundance by the Dingle line fishermen, before the trammels were used; but these nets now 
intercept their progress to the sea, and the line fishermen get no fish. The fish taken in the trammels 
is ot a very inferior quality, being generally found bruised and battered. Trammels have been often 
seen in the water by day, and were scarcely ever hauled before ten o’clock in the morning. The 
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Dingle fislicrmen cannot go_ to the deep sea, and are necessarily obliged to fish in the sheltered- grounds 7\-anmer Nels. 
within the bay, because their boats are too small, and afford no shelter from the weather; and they 
are so extremely poor, that they cannot procure better. The nets that were taken by the Dingle 
fishermen are still in their custody, and waiting a decision as to the law. Some of them were des- 
troyed by the persons who seized them, although the orders given them by the ma^nstrates were to 
keep them safe. 

The following petition was presented to the Commissioners at the meeting : 

To the Comjiussioners of Fishery Inquiry.— The Petition of the Boat’s Crew of Emilaugh and Donnshane, James 
Keluheu, John Connor, Joh.v Minaijan, and James Gorman. 

“ Shewoth — That your Petitioners laid out fifteen of the nnts called trammel-uots, in order to take fish opposite the 
Short Strand, aud when Petitioners were in the act of taking them up, several boats came up from Dingle, mid with a 
press of s!ul in a smart gale of wind, bore down on Petitioners, with an intent of sinking them, which they nearly 
accomplished, having struck Petitioners’ boat on the right bow, stove in three timbers, and broke one oai-. Although Pe- 
titioners repeatedly cried out for mercy, they were repeatedly told they would be shewn no mercy, hut that the intent 
was to sink and destroy them. Thiit in consequence of the damage received by Petitioners’ boat, they ran for a cove 
that happened to be under their lee, and thereby saved themselves from destruction, — that John Moriarty’s boat chiefly 
acted against Petitioners’, and took away seven qiieces of net.” ^ 

James Kellilier, of Emilaugh, one of Ihe petitioners, repeated the statement contained in the peti- 
tion. The boat was worth ; £9 had been offered for her. Immediately after the matter oc- 
curred, they petitioned Mr. Thompson, the magistrate, who is agent to their landlord, and he advised 
them to summon the aggressors before the Petty Sessions ; and accordingly his partners summoned 
John Leahy, and Jerry Connor, two of the crew of Moriarty’s boat ; but when the case came on be- 
fore the magistrates, he refused to swear, because he was told, that if he admitted being concerned in 
using illegal nets he would be fined ; therefore, he has never since got any redress. 

James Gorman, another of the petitioners, stated that he paid for serving seven summonses on the 
persons who injured the boat ; but only Jerry Connor and one other person were served. He and his 
two partners, Connor and Minahan, attended the Petty Sessions in the Bridewell; but before the 
case was called, they were told by Mr. George Boyle, that if they attempted to prosecute, they would 
surely be fined £5 each, for having used illegal nets. When thej’- came into the court, the magistrates 
desired any of the Dingle fishermen that could do so, to prosecute those who had the nets ; and ac- 
cordingly, James Kelliher, the owner of the boat, was convicted in a penalty of £5, and the rest of 
the crew refused to prosecute, fearing that they also would be fined. 

Mr. George Boyle, a shopkeeper of Dingle, stated that he was present in the Bridewell when the 
complaint of the Emilaugh people was called. So far as he remembers, it only involved a charge of 
cutting their trammels ; he heard nothing of the alleged boat breaking. He was directed by the ma- 
gistrates, as he could speak Irish, to inform the complmnants that the Bench was unwilling to enforce 
the penalty against them for having illegal nets, but that they would do so if the Emilaugh people did 
not give up their proceedings. Ho believes that a conviction was afterwards recorded against Kelliher, 
the owner of the Emilaugh boat, only to be kept hanging over him, to prevent further proceedings, 
but not with any intention to enforce it. When he was spealung to the coinplaiiiauts, he never heard 
a word about an assault ; they confined their complaint to the loss of their nets. 

Mr. William John Lawrenson, Chief Constable of Police, produced the Petty' Sessions books. 

The criminal book shews an entry of the 23rd of October, 1835, of a summons : — 

“John Connor, John Minahan, andotliers, against Jeremiah Connor andseveral others for feloniously destroying-, 
taking and carrying away trammel-nets, the property of comiilainants. Adjudication— Dismissed, no prosecution.” 

It appears by the civil book, that a conviction is recorded against James Kelliher, of Emi- 
laugh, and several others, for illegally fishing with trammel-nets by day, in the Bay of Dingle ; but 
it was understood at the time, that these convictions should not be enforced, if the trammel-owners 
gave up their processes for the loss of their nets, and accordingly warrants were not executed, except 
in the case of a person named Manning, who he believes persevered in following up his process. He 
does not remember any complaint having been made on that day, either for assault or boat breaking. 

If such complaint had been made, be must have remembered it ; for although he does not understand 
Irish, if any proceeding had taken place, he would have recollected it, as the evidence is always given 
in English through an interpreter. He admitted, however, that the complaint of the Emilaugh people 
appears by the book to have been dismissed for the want of prosecution ; therefore, it is evident that 
the complaint was not heard before the Bench. James Kelliher, the owner of the Emilaugh boat, 
appears by the book to have been convicted at the suit of Jeremiah Connor, who had with others 
been summoned by Kelliher’s boat’s crew, for destroying their nets. 

Jeremiah Connor, a Dingle fisherman, stated that he is the person who, with others, was sum- 
moned by the crew of Kelliher’s boat, for taking their trammels. He denied altogether that the 
injury alleged to have been done to the boat was committed by him, or any of the others of Moriarty’s 
crew, although he is the person who is recorded as the plaintiff in the complaint against Kelliher, upon 
which a conviction was had ; he denied that he ever had summoned or complained of Kelliher or any- 
body else, for having illegal nets ; he supposed that it was so ordered by the Magistrates. 

Henry Blennerhasset, Esq., M.D., stated, that he was present in the Bridewell on the above oc- 
casion, and heard the Emilaugh people speak of the injury their boat had sustained, but does not be- 
lieve that it constituted part of the charge in the summons. They did not prosecute, because they 
were told that they were engaged in an illegal mode of fishing, and therefore had no claim for com- 
pensation. It was he who first called the attention of the magistrates to the state of the law on the 
case, and he now refers to the 5th section of the 7th Geo. IV., cap. 34.* The trammels were all 

• Copy of 6tii sec. of 7Ui Geo.IV. cap. 34, referred to by Dr. Blennerhasset.— “ And wliereas by the said Act passed 
5n the 59th year of the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third, for the further encouragement and improve- 
ment of the Irish Fisheries, it is among other things enacted, that no drag-net or other sea net which hath a mesh of 
less than three inches and-a-half from knot to knot shall he made use of in catching any kind of fish, (except Herrings, 

Pilchards, Sprats, Shrimps, and Prawns, and small shell-fish for bait,) upon any parts of the coasts of Ireland, or 
within any of tiie hays, harbours, rivers, or creeks thereof,) upon pemtity of the forfeiture of such nets, and of a sum 
not less than 40s., nor exceeding £10 ; and whereas certain nets called trammel-nets, with meshes of less than three 
inches and a half from knot to knot, have been used on certain parts of the coast of Ireland, and in some of the bays, 
harbours, rivers, and creeks thereof, and it is expedient that the use of such trammel-nets should be restrained and 
legulnted : he it therefore enacted, that from and after the passing of this Act, no trammd-nets shall he made nse of 
•on any part of the coasts of Ireland, or within any ofthe hays, harbours, rivers, or creeks thereof, without the license aud 
oonseutof the Commissioners of the Irish fisheries; and thatthe license and consent of suchCommissioners may be granted 
fortheusingofsuchneti!atsuchplaoes,orwithiusuchdistrictsorlimits,in8uohmaiiuer, and on such occasions, aud under su,ch 

general, local, or particular regulations, as well with respect to the size and shape of the said nets, as to theplneeaitw 
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Trammel Nets. unlicensed, and therefore illegal. He thinks it matter of speculation how far that mode of fishing is 
or is not injurious ; but so long as the law continues as it is at present, he thinks it the duty of the 
magistrates to prevent the use of these nets. The case was brought before Mr. Freeman, the late 
Assistant Barrister for the County, in the shape of a claim for compensation for the loss of nets taken • 
but conceiving it to be a very doubtful question, he refused to adjudicate upon it. The Dingle fisher- 
men have been heretofore remarkable for their orderly and peaceable habits. Their situation at present 
is unusually distressed, and it is much to be deplored, that, in addition to their other misfortunes, the 
uncertainty as to the state of the law, should render them liable to involving themselves through mis- 
take, or to submitting to the use of nets which they believe to be illegal, and calculated to destroy 
their fishery. , ^ 

The Commissioners, while they remained in Dingle, received several memorials from the owners of 
the trammels which had been seized, complaining of their losses and consequent distresses ; all of which 
memorialsthey send accompanying this evidence, viz : — ■ 

No. 1. The petition of John Sheehan of Glynn Minard — No. 2. Joint petition of Daniel Brick, 
Daniel Foley,_ Thomas M'Kenna, and Denis Noonan, of Glynn Minard — No. 3. Petition of John 

O’Brien, of Minard — No. 4. Petition of Thomas Sullivan and others, of Ardahmore No. 5. Petition 

of Ellen Shea, widow, and Thomas Griffin — No 6. Petition of John Connor, of Acres. 

The Commissioners also send another document placed in their hands, viz. : No. 7. The original 

warrant issued against John Sullivan of Reenbee, referred to in the first part of the evidence. 

(Signed) H. TOWNSEND. 

Dingle, 14th June, 1836. JAMES R. BARRY. 



No. 1 . — The Petition of John Sheehan. 

Petitioner begs leave to state, that his trammel was cut to pieces by Jerry Connor of Dingle and the boat’s crew 
and the answer ^ey made was to do your host, and if we had law to bring it or Captain Eager, as they have law made 
at the <juay of Dingle. 

No. 2 .— The Petition of Daniel Brick, Daniel Foley, Thomas M‘Kenna, and Denis Noonan. 

Petitioners are four distressed men, who had no worldly inheritance but a boat they bought for £8, and no other 
way in the world to support their family, but fishing. Petitioners’ nets were taheu from them full offish; and Peti- 
tioners sent a mati on board Captain Hickson’s boat for their nets, but the men in the boat said they would throw him 
into the sea. Petitioners are since September last in extreme distress, and totally idle, and their boat tied or docked up 
inwan of their nets,uow in possession of Captain Hickson. Petitionersbope your honours wUl see them justified. ^ 
No. 3. — The Petttion of John O'Brien. 

Petitioner is a poor distressed man, who had no means in the world to support his poor family, hut his nine pieces 
of nets or trammels, taken full of fish by Captain Hickson’s boat and crew, where they remain since, and in conse- 
quence PeUtiouer isin extreme want, and his boat docked up. Petitioner hopes your honours will take his case into 
consideration, and see his loss or damage recompensed ; for so doing, longlife and eternal prospeiityhe will'eyerpray. 

No. 4.- The Petition or T. Sullivan, M. Sullivan, P. Sullivan, J. Fitzgerald, and P. Mansfield. 

Petitioners are very poor men, and have no way of support but what fish they may catch in the season by their nets 
or trammels. In the month of Octoberlast Petitioners shot these nets, when some boats from Dingle came, and pos- 
Mssed themselves of said nets, and cut them aiid destroyed five pieces of very flue nets, to the ^eat injury of Pefi^ 
tioners. Petitioners are very poor people, and cannot dispense with the loss of them, which would be the means of 
driving them and families to beggary. The outrage on Petitioners was committed by Itobert Peter Collier’s boat’s 
crew, who would giveno satisfaction. 



Showeth,— That Ellen Shea’s husband died of the cholera in the East Indies, having served in the 54th reeiment of 
foot; that having neither brother, sister, or any friend to assist her, she went to service, and was advised to provide 
some hemp and flax in order to make a net, whiuh she did by purchasing some with her wages, and begain<» a little 
flax here and tliere ; and the net was used as a trammel, and she was to have one half of the fish ; tliat tho“net con 
sistod of 12 Ihs. of thread, and the whole was destroyed in being cut and taken away by tlie Dingle boats ; that she is 
a poor distressed widow, without house or habitation. ’ 

That Thomas Griffin being a poor old man, and having notliing on earth except a poor miserable hut, had by the 
help of a few poor friends made up a little net of 12 lbs. thread, which he lent fur half fish, and with all others was 
destroyed, or taken away by the Dingle boats. 

No. 6. — The Memorial of John Con.nok of Acres. 

Stateth,— That the fishermen of Dingle harbour having taken the law info their own hands, twice carried away his 
nets, and at one time sold the fish in the nets, eighty-nine Hake and one Ling, the price of which they kept, ond’^also 
the nets, winch were worth about two pounds. That he was twice summoned to the Petty Sessions of Dingle for 
^legally hshmg. 1 hat the person who fii-st summoned, witlidrew, on getting a quart of whiskey and five sliillings.— 
lhat the second summons was withdrawn on an understanding between the magistrates, that memorialist would 
withdraw a process he served upon the persons who took his fish tmd nets, which he was legally adrised to do, for loss 
damage, and injury sustained. That in consequence of these illegal proceedings, he suffered a loss to the best of 'his 
computation of from twelve to twenty pounds in the course of the season. Tliat the only reason alleged for this ouU 
rage that memonahst was fishing with illegal nets, which the Dingle fishermen call trammels, but which memo- 
nahst begs leave to say were mesh nets, or se&n nets, (about twenty fathoms long, three fathoms broad or deep with 
meshes nearyfivemches long, fromknotto knot,) floating on the surface of' the water, and not sweeping small frv 
like trammels from_ the bottom of the sea, therefore no way injurious to the fisheries. That MemoriaUst is advised 
by persons of experience and legal knowledge, that some of the magistrates, gentlemen of the most respectable cha- 
i^ter and integrity, with great deference to them, mistook the law of the case ; also that they diflered in opinion ■ and 
that even our late respectable barrister, Mr. Freeman, gave no opinion on a process brought before him on this head but 
^ed It. That Memonalist, with many others, who by this fishery were getting over losses occasioned by the pressure 
ot DM Ume.«, caused by no remunerating prices for saleable commodities, have been reduced to estate of destitution 
1 hat many of the fishermen emigrated, others sold their boats, and a total stop is put to making boats and nets. 

No. 7. — Warrant issued against John Sullivan, of Reenbee. 

County of Kerry, ? Be it remembered, thatou Tuesday, tlie 13th day of October, in the year of our Lord 1835 — 

w ■ ’■ ■v; — I John Sullivan of Reenbee, insaid county, fanner, stands duly convicted before us, John Hickson, 

tsq., Won. Edward Mullins, Francis Eagar, and David P. Thompson, Esquires, magistrates for smd county, in th? 

Commissioners shall think fit to order and direct ; and that a copy of such 
leguiations applying eithergenerally to all coasts and places, or locally to any particular coast, bay, harbour, river or 
Secrecy to such Commissioners, shall be transmitted to the proper Inspector or Officer of the 
rdate^ ami m creeks, to which such regulations shall generally or specially 

dktribtt w ^ offier Officer of tlie Fishenes shall publish such orders and regulations by postmg 

Mrmns SmlVmfvp Commissioners shall direct ; and that if any pereomo? 

persons snail make use of any trammel-net without the hcense and consent of said Commissioners of the Fishery or in 
to rules and regulations, to be made by the said Commissioners, with respect 

^ sigmfied as aforesaid. Every person so offending, and being thereof convicted, shaU, for every such 
/ A forfeit a sum not less than 40s., nor exceeding £10,'^ to be 

withrespeetto forfeitures, for the using of 

any net or nets contrary to the directions of the said recited Act. ° 
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penalty of five ponnds sterling, togetlier witli alllegal cost, for that he, the said John Sullivan, did use or canset 
have been nsed, a trammel-net in the Bay of Dingle, contrary to the statute in such case made and provided ; and Wc s 

the said magistrates do hereby order and determine, that he, the said John Sullivan, shall forfeit and pay the same. 

Given under our hands and seals this 10th day of December, 1835. ^ 

(Signed) JOHN HICKSON. 

Commanded. Yon are hereby in his Maiesty’s name, to take into your possession a stifficiency of the goods and 
chattels of tlie aforesaid John Sullivan, of Reenbec, for the levying of the aforesaid sum of five pounds sterling, toge- 
.ther with all legal cost; and if said goods shall not he redeemed in the space of five days, you are to sell the samej 
rendering unto him the overplus, if any. Given under our hands and se& the day and year aforesaid. 

(Signed) JOHN HICKSON. 

To John Leahy and John Ash of Dmgle, 
and them Assistants. 



APPENDIX No. XXI. 



Copy of a License for using Trammel Nets in Dingle Bay, granted in 1836. 

It is ordered by the Commissioners of Public Works under power vested in them by the Acts of ® hicemefm^ 

the 59th Geo. III., cap., 109, and 1st and 2nd Will. IV., cap. 33 

That no Trammel Net of any description shall he set before the first day of October, in each sea- 
son, and that their use shall be discontinued after the 1st of March. 

That no Trammel Net shall be set, or allowed to remain in the water between sunrise and sunset. 

That no Trammel Net shall be used on the Sabbath, or from sunset on Saturday Evening, till sun- 
set on Monday Evening. 

That no Trammel Net shall be set in that part of Dingle Bay, outside or westward of a line drawn 
from the point of Kinnard Parish, east of the Short Strand, on the north shore, to the eastern side of 
Kells, on the south shore. 

Thatno Trammel Net shall be set in that part of the bay, inside or eastward of the above line at a 
greater distance from the shore, at either side of the bay, than half a league, and that this distance is 
to refer to the outside extremity of the net, no part of which is to be further removed from the shore 
than half a league. 

(Signed) J. F. BURGOYNE. JOHN RADCLIFF. 

BROOK T. OTTLEY. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, July, 1836. Henky R. Paine, Secretary. 

{See Chart.) 



Copy of a Lieen.se for using Trammel Nets in Bantry Bay, granted in 1836. 

It is ordered by the Commissioners of Public Works, under power vested in them by tlie Acts of Copy of a License for- 
the 59tli Geo. III., cap. 109, and 1st and 2nd Will. IV., cap. 33 : — using Trammel Nets 

That no Trammel Net of any description shall be set before the 1st day of October in each season, BaniiyBay, gran(- 
and that their use shall be discontinued after tlie 1st day of March. erf 1836. ^ 

That no Trammel Net shall be set or allowed to remain in the water between sunrise aud sunset. " 

That no Trammel Net shaU be used on the Sabbath, or from sunset on Saturday evening till sunset 
on Monday evening. 

That no Trammel Net shall be set within a line drawn from Lousye Castle, across to the Bull 
Rock; nor within another line drawn from the eastern point of Whiddy Island to Carriglea, on 
the western entrance of Ardnageashei; nor within GlengarrifF Harbour, that is, a line drawn from 
Eeenaclough or Stony Point to Reenbeaglia, or Beach Point west. 

(Signed) J. F. BURGOYNE. JOHN RADCLIFF. 

BROOK T. OTTLEY. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 31st August, 1836. Hesey R. Paike, Secretary. 



Copy of a License for using Trammel Nets in the Bay of Inver, (Co. Donegal,) granted in 1836. 



It is ordered by the Commissioners of Public Works, under power vested in them by the Acts of 
the 59tli Gao. III., cap. 109, and 1st and 2nd Will. IV., cap. 33 : 

That no Ti-ammel Net of any description shall be set before the 1st day of October in each season, 
and that their use shall be discontinued after the 1st day of March. 

That no Trammel Net shall be set or allowed to' remain in the water between sunrise and sunset. 

That no Trammel Net shall be used on the Sabbath, or from sunset on Saturday evening till sun- 
set on Monday evening. 

No Trammel Net shall be set within a line drawn from Duriii Point, 'across to the Trybane 
Strand. 

' (Signed) J. F. BURGOYNE. JOHN RADCLIFF. 

BROOK T. OTTLEY. 



Copy of a License for 
using Trammel Nets 
in the Bay of Inver., 
graniedm 1836. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 12tli December, 1836. Hemey R. Paine, Secretaiy. 



APPENDIX, No. XXII. 



.Powers of the late Commissioners of Irish Fisheries, re-enacted and transferred by an Act of 1830, 
cap. 54. 



Copy of a Case on behalf of the Directors-General of Inland Navigation, for the opinion of The Right 
Honorable the Attorney-General, 1830. 

By the Act of the 33rd Geo. III., chap. 50, entitled an Act for the encouragement of the Fisheries 
in this kingdom, and for continuing certain Acts respecting the same, it is enacted in the first section, 

s 2 



Powers of the late 
Commissioners of 
Irish Fisheries. 
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Towa-x uf Utc hiie that whereas the several Acts for the preservation of fish in rivers, lakes, and inland waters, have 
Cmiwtixaimim of proved insufficient, by reason of persons fishing at the mouths of rivers at improper seasons, therefore, 
Irish Menes. ^ ^f^er the passing of the said Act, it shall not be lawful for any person or persons whom- 

' soever to take, kill, or destroy, any Salmon pealc or Salmon fry in the sea, at the mouth of any river, 

during such seasons or times as the taking of -Salmon in such river is by any law now in force forbid- 
den ; and if any person or persons shall take, kill, or destroy, any Salmon, Salmon peale, or Salmon 
fry, contrary to this Act, every person so offending shall, for every such offence, forfeit the sum of £5. 

By the o9th Geo. III., chap. 109, sec. 38, it is enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the in- 
habitants of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, at all times and seasons of the year, 
when they shall think proper, (subject, nevertheless, to the several regulations contained in this Act,) 
freely to fish for, take, and buy from fishermen, and cure, any Herrings, Mackerel, Cod, and Ling, or 
other sorts of fish, in all and every part of the seas, creeks, and bays, wheresoever such fish are to be 
found, or can or may be taken on the coasts of Great Britain or Ireland, save only in such places as 
may be reserved by the superintendents, or by order of the Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries for 
the preservation of the fry, and for the better regulation of the fishery ; and that no other person or 
persons except such superintendent shall, under any pretence whatsoever, presume, obstruct, or hin- 
der any person or persons from fishing in the places aforesaid, under a penalty of twenty pounrls. 

And by the 1st William IV., cap. 54, sec. 6, all the powers vested in the Commissioners of Irish 
Fisheries appointed by said Act of 59th Geo. III., cap. 109, are transferred to the Directors of In- 
land Navigation. 

Two persons, named Jones and Fenton, are, and have been for many years back, proprietors of the 
Salmon Fishery of the river Easky, in the county of Sligo, and as such have been in the habit of 
taking Salmon in the sea, in the mouth of the river. 

The season for taking Salmon ends on the 12th of August in every year, and they have always de- 
sisted taking Salmon in the sea after that period. 

During the last three years, several persons who have no interest whatever in the Salmon fishing 
have been also in the habit of taking Salmon in the sea, and although Messrs. Jones and Fenton con- 
ceived that these persons had no right to come to the mouth of the river for that purpose, they have 
taken no steps to prevent them doing so. After the 12th of August, in every year, the Salmon run 
up the river to spawn, and if taken in the sea after that period, must naturally ‘injure the Salmon fish- 
ery of the river, and therefore infringe upon the rights and private property of the said Jones and 
Fenton. The persons before alluded to have, since the 1 2th of August last, fished for and taken large 
quantities of Salmon in the sea, at the mouth of the river, notwithstanding the provisions of the Act 
of 33rd Geo. III., chap. 50. 

It is contended by the inspector of fisheries in the county Sligo, that the Act of the 33rd Geo. III., 
chap. 50, is constructively repealed by the 59th Geo- III., chap. 109, section 38, and under the sanc- 
tion of the Inspector, the alleged trespassers have fished for and taken Salmon since the 12th of 
August last, close to the mouth of said river. 

The Attorney-General is therefore requested to advise 

First. — Have the words “ or other sort of fish,” contained in the 38th section of 59th Geo. Ill, 
chap. 109, reference to the Sa,lmon -fishery, or do they merely allude to the other species of white fish 
than those particularised in this section ; and in reference to this query it is to be observed, that the 
word “ river” is not mentioned. 

Second. — Whether the 38th section of the 59th Geo. III., chap. 109, constructively or otherwise 
repeals the provisions contained in the 1st section of the 33rd of the same King, which says that no per- 
son shall take Salmon in the sea within one mile of the mouth of any river, under certain penalties ? 
And in reference to this query it may be proper to remark, that this Act of the 33rd Geo. III., chap. 
50, makes perpetual two Acts relating to fisheries, viz. I7th and ISth Geo. III., chap. 19 j and 23rd and 
24th Geo. III., chap. 40. 

Third. — Supposing the 1st section of the 33rd Geo. III. to have been constructively repealed by 
the subsequent Act of 59th of the same King, sec. 38, have the Directors-General, as representatives 
of the late Commissioners, pursuant to the Act of the 1st William IV., cap. 54, power to reserve cer- 
tain places for the preservation of all fry, as presented by said section ? 

Fourth — If the Directors-General have this reserving power, in what manner can they enforce 
their orders and regulations for the purpose ? 

Fifth. — Directors-General now entitled, under the 1st William IV., to exercise the powers 
vested in the late Commissioners of Fisheries, respecting the preservation, and punishment of injurious 
modes of fishing? or whether the powers vested in them by the Act of 1st William IV., cap. 54, are 
limited to a mere winding up of the arrears of business which remained undone at the period when the 
old establishment became extinct? 



Oritiiow — The words of the 59th Geo. III., cap. 109, section 38, are general, and I do not see how 
they can be restricted so as to exclude Salmon, and so far, therefore, the 33rd Geo. III. appears to 
be repealed ; that is, as far as the latter Act prohibits the taking of Salmon within a certain distance of 
the mouth of rivers, in certain seasons. In the room of the fixed legislative prohibition, contained ia 
the 33rcl Geo. III., the 59th Geo. III. gives to the Commissioners of Irish Fisheries a discretionary 
power of regulating the taking of Salmon, with a view to the preservation of the fry ; and therefore the 
Commissioners might have prohibited such fishing in places and at times which would prevent the 
breed offish. By 1st William IV., cap. 54, all powers and authorities wdiich at the time of passing 
at Act were vested in the Commissioners of Fisheries, were transferred to and vested in the Directors 
o n 2 nd fsavigation, who may in my opinion make such regulations as the Commissioners of Fisheries 
migi lave done. The 59tli Geo. III. does not, as far as I can discover, annex any particular pen- 
1 ° ® tho regulations of the Commissioners, by fishing in places reserved ; but by the 

n( sec ion, the regulations of the Commissioners, in all matters relating tc the fishing, shall have the 
same force and effect as if they had been contained in that Act. The violation of an Act of Parlia- 
ment, where no particular penalty is annexed, is an indictable offence, punishable by fine and imprison- 
men , sue 1 take to be the case here. The Commissioners of Inland Navigation ought to have 
rules and regulations upon this subject, to which they ought to give publicity. 

6lh October, 11330. 
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Copy of Regulations made 



APPENDIX, No. XXIII. 

i 1735, between the owners of Seans, i 
R. Y^oung, of Bantry. 



Bantry Bay 5 presented by Jlr. 



1. No scan to interrupt another when shooting, by rowing on the back of it, or by endeavouring Copu of llesulalio/is 
to get between the followers of the sean, so shooting, and the land, nor to go between it and the laud jnadeiii 1735, behveen 
when shot or shooting, under any pretence whatever. No sean to be entitled to a partnership with t/te owticrs 0 / Seans in 
any sean or seaner so shooting, exeept one, and that to be the next to it, and fairly within it, at the 

time of her first setting off to shoot ; and that partnership to subsist for the remaining part of the 
night, if demanded by the sean so entitled, as above mentioned. Any huor or master follower that 
offends in any of the above partieulars, shall forfeit, to the offended owner, or huor, for every such 
offence, the sum of thirty-nine shillings, provided they get proper warning. 

2. Any master of a boat, whether sean boat or follower, that damages any sean boat or follower, 
by rowing foul of each other, shall forfeit double damages, to be recovered by the owner or huor, 
so offended, or either of them that pleases to sue for the same. 

3. No drift-nets to be shot anywhere within the reach of any sean, nor to shoot across any channel 
or cove, where fish might be hindered to malte the laud by them, upon the tide of flood, under 
penalty of having them cut in pieces by any owner or huor that pleases to do it during all fishing seasons. 

4. No seans or nets of any kind are allowed to fish from sunset on Saturday to sunrise on Monday 
following, under the penalty of forfeiting the sum of five pounds for every such offence, to be re- 
covered from any person or persons so offending, at any person’s election that shall take upon him to 
sue for the same. 



This is to give notice, that Saturday the 23rd of August, instant, is appointed for hearing the 
complaint of William Barrett, huor, and his crew, against Dominick Carthy and his crew, for un- 
lawfully rowing over the corks of said Barrett’s sean, and thrashing out a considerable quantity of fish, 
oil the night of Monday, the 11th of August, instant ; and all the owners of seans, in the Bay of Bantry 
are desired to appear on the said 23rd of August, at 11 o’clock in the forenoon, at the house of 
Nicholas Mead, in Bantry, sign of the Spread Eagle, to hear and determine the said complaint. 



APPENDIX, No. XXIV. 

EXTRACT from a Treatise by James Cokkish, Esq., appended to the Report of the Committee of 
the House of Commons, on the British Channel Fisheries, presented the 16th August, 1833. 



Most folks know the nature of the drag net, or trawl ; but as many may not, I will describe it as ac- 
curately as I can. It is so called from its trailing along on the bottom, dragged by a vessel under sail. 
The vessels, commonly called smacks, are of different sizes, from twenty to sixty, and seventy tons; 
and according to their dimensions and power of sailing, so are the trawl pole (on which the net is ex- 
tended) and the net in proportion. 

It is then, a net of a triangular form, fastened to a pole from twenty to thirty feet long, each end 
being supported by an iron foot about twelve or fourteen inches high, to keep up the pole from the 
ground; then the upper part of the net is fastened to this pole ; and the lower part trmls on the 
ground with a mouth, if I may use the expression, thirty feet wide and a foot high. This net is so 
contrived, that, like the lion’s den, whatever once enters never comes out again ; it gets back into the 
bag or further end of the net, and thus every animal soon becomes lifeless ; a fish as large as a pea 
cannot escape. 

Now the bag of this Trawl, instead of having a mesh three inches and a half wide, is so small, tliat 
when choaked with sand and weed, no fish, however small, can pass through. When drawn up,‘ it is 
full of ova of all descriptions of fish, from a size scarcely discernahle to the naked eye, .and so on pro- 
gressively increasing : such fish as are marketable are put aside for that purpose ; such as are eatable, 
but not marketable, the Fishermen use themselves, or dress and eat almost alive ; such as are too 
small to be either m.arketable, or eatable, are returned to the sea in numbers surpassing all calculation. 

Now I have been informed that nearly 150 of these fishing smacks, or thereabouts, of various sizes, 
fishing in different parts of the Channel, belong to the port of Brixbam alone. The net is down gen- 
erally about half an hour, and when the weather is favorable is at work both night and day ; then it 
is drawn forty-eight times in twenty-four hours, but perhaps not at all times so often, we will there- 
fore only estimate the taking up the net twenty-four times a day, which from tlie Brixham boats alone, 
amount to 3,600 hauls in one day, and every time it is drawn it is loaded with all descriptions of young 
Turbot, Brit, Sole, Flounder, and every kind of fish which lies .at the bottom, in number and size in- 
calculable ; each of which, after the selection before-mentioned, is returned from whence it came, only 
dead instead of alive. 

Then these 3,600 hauls are confined to the vessels of one port. It baffles all the powers of calcu- 
lation to form any thing like a correct judgment or estimate of the general destruction or injury which 
is committed on the Channel fisheries by the use of these small mesh nets by all the fishing smacks 
belonging to all the other ports of the Kingdom ; when, if the mesh was regulated according to the 
letter of the Act of Parliament, every small and young fish would pass through and escape, and conse- 
quently attain a fair size ; thus an improved fishery would not only find employmont for all, but would 
be a nursery for seamen, and furnish abundance of rich food for many of those who do not now know 
the taste of a good bit of fish. 

I know what I say to be true because my own eyes have witnessed it. A respectable gentleman of 
Brixham once told me that he had seen a whole boat-load of these young useless fish and fry collected 
from the trawlers and throAvn into the water. 

It must be obvious to every thinking person, that these practices are not only contrary to sound po- 
licy, but against the express letter and spirit of an Act of Parliament, and are the great cause of 
scarcity and dearness of the best sort of fish, which will never again be plenty and cheap until an 
effectual law k enacted to keep the trawl-boats out of the bays and creeks where the fish spawn, and 
•at a proper distance from the shore, and until the use of the legal mesh is enforced by a law properly 
worded and calculated for that purpose : it will not then be in the power of the fishermen to destroy 
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the jouiig fry, ho.evcr cmless ,nd inconsidomte they m.y be, and regardless of the consequences of 
_d using their present nets. Nothing mil prevent their doing mischief, but rendering it impossible • most 
of them acknowledge that it is wrong, and even against their own interest, but they Ly, whilst one 

does It another mil } nothing but an act will settle this question. ^ 

One of the reasons which they assign for using the present nets is, that a large mesh would enable 
certain fish of a long form or growth, such as Whiting, Hake, and others to pass through : this may be 
true, yet it ainounts to nothing , for the trawl was intended to catch the ground or It fish, manVof 
winch do EOt take the hook, and not those which do : and the trawl injures those fish so much, that 
flTcT ® esteemed than trawl-whiting. The injury, then, to tho breed of 

by small mesh-nefs ten times over-balances the advantages of taking other fish. 

_ \\ hether, from what has been observed, this subject is of sufficient importance to require ledslative 
mterference, I must leave others to determine, but this I will venture to assert, without the fear of con- 
tradiction, that unless something is done, the best fish will never more be plenty or cheap, 
tl, t Iw of Lapland, round the North Cape, I have read that they havo 

weight ; but here the fish is not often taken ; indeed it 
PkW orFr^ a rare fish altogether, and when taken is seldom larger than a moderately sized 
Sr ’• ^ and it would be won- 

de ful if we did, when so many mil ions of both sorts are destroyed in the manner before mentioned, 
entire y from the use of those small mesh-nets, and fishing so near the shore, and in bays and creefi 
upon the coasts. ■’ 

Thus we sec that where so great a proportion of the labom-ing people are idle for want of emnlov 
ment, and^vicious because they are idle, “for an idle head is the devil’s workshop,” the fislieries are 
totally neglected, which would be a nursery for seamen, and a resource for the supply of our fleets • 100 
men would then be employed whore one is now. We see that by tbe violation of every nrincinle of 
common sense, common honesty, and sound policy, as well as the abuse of an absolute law, the 
inexhaustible treasures of the ocean are wilfully wasted, when they would provide abundance of good 
iood for a starving population, thousands of whom are perishing for want of meat to eat, naked for 
want or raiment, and vicious for want of honest employment. 

The duty on s.lt is taken off, ,nd the snperfleily of fresh fish might be hid up in store ns winter 
food , but can these things be, with such a frightful statement of facts as has just been made, when so 
many millions of millions of the best fish are so wantonly destroyed, and what are not destroyed are 
consequently so dear as to be out of the reach of the poor, and expensive to the rich. 

1 erhaps most folks would be inclined to think that an attention to the improvement of our Channel 
lisheries would not be unworthy the consideration of Government; but this improvement can never 
the f" r' repealed, and others enacted in lieu of them, more congenial to 

Itlferwri if ®“bject, for it must be obvious to every one who will attend to the facts before 
stated, that the present laws are extremely inadequate to the purposes required of them. 

APPENDIX, No. XXV. 

LOAN FUNDS. 

General conclusions drawn by Messrs. Townsend and BAnnr, from the information received throuffh 
tho medium of evidence, and the answers to the printed Queries, as well as from their personal oh. 
serrations on their tour of inquiry. ^ 

-> j y“"r“ ‘■‘“■‘"‘l f™” »'ta L»«'i Ennfi of tho hte Fisheiy Board, was, in most instancss 

admitted to have been extremely beneficial to the fishing classes. ’ 

That whei-ovcr a reasonable degree of caution was exercised in the administration of the fond and 
dihge^c in its final collection, the smallness of the loss was most extraordinaiy, as in the cases of 
Dingle, Glandore, and Baltimore, where, out of a sum of £2,022 l7s. 9d. due at the period of the 
extinction, of the late syst^em of encouragement, ;tT,870 \s. was within the following year repaid 
to the department under whose management it was collected. ° ^ ” 

That It IS very generally considered that the system under which the fund was managed, both as to 

IrfS™r«otb7e * ““ 

ahat the beneficial effects of a judicious system of general loans to the poorer classes in Ireland 
have been most incontroyertibly established, and may be particularly illustrated by a reference to 
the City of Cork Charitable Loan Society, whose losses upon advances of £38,520 to^ 1 2,840 families 
haTC amounted in six years, only to £8 17s.; also by reference to the Gorey Loan Fund, Co. Wex- 
fold, and the Courtmaesherry and Lislec Loan Funds in the Co. Cork; in each of which places 
a considerably increased capital could be worked. 

f encouragement in remote districts, is the most serious ob- 
Stacie to the advantageous establishment of loan institutions; and that local co-operation, and local 
contiibutions towards the expenses of management, are so desirable to ensure the successful workings 
tfon o^su"cl?fondr P^’n^lent to make them indispensable conditions to aiding the forma- 

accommodation afforded to him by 
small loans, a consideration so far exceeding the ordinary rate of interest at which money may be 
peured by the Government, as to form a fond, in aid of local contributions, sufficient tr/over 
losses, and the expenses of management. uauenc to covet 

fiind'tVV- fo expect from the Government more than co-operation in providing the 

fond , and in exercising a salutary general control over their administration. ^ ® 

la 1 IS desirable, if only for the purpose of ensuring judicious and honest management either 
tratior'oVinT^^^^^ the reproductiveness of the fond, from the intermediate sources ^f its adminis- 
’ , that may not be possible, to devise some other means to guard against mis- 

man^ement, or misappropriation by irresponsible persons. , ® ® 

A ^ f ^“^^“tages of these establishments would be materially increased by rendering them do- 

SZafln. , 1 S'*' »f • b=™lit society, or sick and widowi food, 

andforimnrowfhA Pi’°'^“cing industrious, moral, and provident habits, 

ana tor improving the condition of the coast population generally. 

(Signed) H. TOWNSEND. 

J. E. BARRY. 
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The Irish Fisheries Loan Fund. 

Copy of Public Notice issued by the Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries, on the 5th January, 1827. 

* former appropriations of their fimds, been able 

to allot the »umof £10,OU0, to be formed into a Loan Fund, tor the purpose of extenfmg and imurmine the Coast Pish- i 
enes of Ireland; saidsmn to be expended, lirst, in assUtdngpoorand industrious fislnumen to procure l'i«hin<» Tackle. ' 
and MUclesfortbe repwr and ou^^^ secondly, in advandr.g capital for buildi^ a limite'd number of 

model-boats for such parts of the Coast as shall be capable of aftbrding shelter aud protection to a larger and better de- 
scription of boat, than that which is to be found there at the present day. “ 

riSHING TACKLE, nEPAIRS, ANP OUT-PIT OP BOATS 

Nans, 

1 Auy poor and mdustnous fishermmi who may wLsh to avail himself of this Loan, must apply in the first instance 

to,^e Local Inspector ofhisDistnct,w^^^ ^vith a printed form, wh^h he must carry to au^ 

neighbouring Magistrate, or other Genfl^on to wl.om he may be known, or ta the nearest Clergyman of any rclieious 
pereuasiou, some one of whom mustcertifyupon the said printed form, in a place prepared for that purpose; that the 
Jishennan so applymg, isapoor and mdnstnous man, deserving of assistance, and mcoly, from the produci of his labour 
to be able to repay any mall sum that might be granted to him in the way of Loan. The fishennan having obtained 
Cus recommendation in his favor, must return the document to the Local Inspector 
. 2- The Local Inspector having tlius got the recommendation in favor of the fisherman, and being satisfied of its suffi 
aency, will then prowed to inquire into the nature and extent of his wants. If the fisherman should appear to want 
aose artides oHy, which are known by tlie namo of Fishing Tackle, or should want the materials for nqiiiriug a small 
boat, the Local Inspector will be authonsed to grant an order for sucb articles and materials as will amount in value to 
My sum not exceeding £i but should the fisherman so applying, appear to want materials for the repairs of a larger 
d^cnption of boat, tbe Local Inspector will, in lliat case, be allowed to extend his order to any sum not exceeding £10 
Where boats and vessels shall requhe repairs, the expense of which will be likely to exceed this sum, a siiedal awilioa; 
Oon mustbemade to the Board. The order to be given to the fisherman will be addressed to any person residing in or 
contiguous to the District, who shall trade in any of the above articles required for his use. ' 

3. The Commissioners desirous of ascertaining ihe nearest place to every part of the Coast from which these articles 
can be supplied on the cheapest terms, have by public notice requested all persons dealing in any of tliem, to send into 

aeir office, as- soon as po^ible, a list of sucb of these articles as they can respectively supply, and the prices at which 

they will sell them, m order that persons maybe sent to view their quality. ^ 

articles will be registered in the Fi.sheiy Office of every District, out of whom 
the fisherman mil be allowed to choose any individual shop-keeper, or trader, upon whom he would wish to have an 
order for the nrtides he wanU, and as the biU.s of all the traders und .shop-keepers, from whom any of these articles shnti 
be purchased, wifi be put into course of payment by the Commissioners on the first of every mouth, which is equal to'- 
cash, they expect that a proportionate abatement will bo made in the price of every article offered to be supnlieiL 
e. The Local Inspector at the same time that he gives to any fisherman an order on a shop-keeper for articles 
to ray given amount, will require from lum a note with two securities joined therein, for the same amount, payable 
T OT ceur'^ Commissioners of the Iiisli Fislieiies, at tlie expiration of twelve months, witli interest thereon at 

6. The Loed Inspector has been instructed to select for these Loans, .such individuals only as shall appear 
from the requisite certificate, combmed with his own knowledge of them, to be deserving of encouragement and 
assistance ; but if any unsuccessful apphciint may be dispo.sed to remonstrate against the rejection of his appheatinn by 
tte Local Inspector, lie must apply to the Inspector-General of the District, who will inquire into tlie matter, and inter- 
fere, if It be necessary. ^ ^ 

Landed Proprietors and others who feel an interest in the extension of the Fisheries, in those places where the articles 
abov;e enumerated cannot be conveniently had, could not more effectually serve the fishermen about them than by es- 
tablishing, at their own expense. Depots m such places for the storage and sale of such materials. ^ 

BUltOINU NEW BOATS. 

f I- f for building a boat, must apply in the first instance to the Local Inspector 

of his Distnot, who will liirnish him gi-atis with a printed form, which he must carry to any neighbouring MagistrLe. or 
othei- Gentleman, to whom he may be known, or to the nearest Clergyman of any reKgious persuasion, some rae of whom 
must certify upon the said printed form, m a place prepared for that purpose, that the fisherman so applying is a poor and 
mdustnous man, like y to repay a sum to be advance! for a boat, and therefore a fit and ptwper pevsK recefve frem- 
•the Commissioners a boat of the descnptiou therein named. ^ ^ o receive irom 

2. The fishermmi having obtained this recommendation in his favor, is to return it to ti.e Local Inspector, who muri 
make his report hereon, stating whether the applicant is or is not, in his opinion, a person to whom^he w!uld re“m- 
mend a Loan to be made towards enabling him to build a boat, aud if be does, the description and tonnage of the boat 

he would recommend to be bmlt, and tbe amount per ton wMch such a boat, in his opiiiioii ou^bttocost 

1.L Bo’iSSs., 'V i, 

4. The Board upon receiving and considering th.ise reports, will determine on the persons to whom Loans will be 

granted, upon winch the names of such persons will be transmitted to the Local Inspectors, who will then uotilV in their 
respective Districts the names of tlie difterentpersons to whom such grants have been m.ade ^ 

6. Upon tins each Grantee must himself look , out for the most eligible person convenient to liis own residence, with 
whom, subject to the approval of the Board, he is to contract for the boat. The price of the boat bavin- Cn Agreed 



upon, and a contract having been executed thereon between the Builder and the Grantee, a note must be passe“d Wtim 
lattei to the Secretary of the Commissioners, with two sureties joined therein, for the whole e.xpense of the boat about 
^be built, payable at flie expiration of twelv^e montbs from the date thereof. Tbe Grantee must, in his contract vvitli 



the Builder, require the boat to be commenced aud concluded within what sliall be coLidered by alimrtiL" Tre^nlble 
time, and as the building of the boat proceeds, the Board will make occasional advances of money to the Contractor ' 
ngreeab y to whatever may be the terms of the contract in respect thereto. Bach advance of m^ne^vriVbe iwd 
the joint certificate of the Grantee, the Inspector-General, an! the Local Inspector ; every such certificate statin the 

progress inade m the bulling of the boat wouldjustify such-advance to be -made to the builder. The final payment will 
not he made imtil the boat has bem actually launched, and is so fully completed in point of out-fit as to^b/Sv f r 



SevenU benevolent proprietors of estates, on different parts of the sea-coast of Ireland, have announced to the Commis 
sioners them readiness to contiabute m any way that could be pointed ont to them, towards the eimen^ of 
good and suitable boats for tbe poor andmdustrious fisbennenwbo reside on their properties. Such landed proprietors 
or other charitable persons equally well disposed to serve them, will be able in strict confnnnifc 
to carry into effect their benevolent intentions— first, by interesting themselves in favor of^w 



to carry mto effect their benevolent intentions-fimt, by interesting themselves in favor of the application of ray pwl on 
or persons, they may consider most deserving of their relief ; next, by causing a vi-ilant attention to bo n-iiA to ’ 

per execution of the boat-building contracts ; and lastly, in assisting tbe fisherman, whoso note is 'abouUo become dm' 
by coutabutog such sum towards the payment of it, as shall best accord wi tli tlieir opinions of the fisLrman’s own memi’ 
of meeting the demand on liim, or the views they shall take of the extent of his olaiil™ thdr fav^T^u^^^^ 

Copy of a Letter from the Assistant Secretary of the Trustees for Bettering the Condition of the 
Insh Poor, dated December 11, 1835. 

^ directed by tbe Board of “ Trustees for Bettering the 
miW documents which they have taken considerable pains to cir- 

p?pt aSLiIIL? 

^ many openings for dispensing the aid within their 
dM b desire,* It is to be hoped, however, that the measure of assistance they 

as no been altogether fruitless 5 and they hope ere long, the circumstances of tlie country 

• See Evidence of Captain Boas, bIn. — M inutes, page 8. 
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/xwM Fumh. may enable the Society to be more productive of benefit to its peasantrj". The Board are iust now 
V ^ sending circulars very generally through the country, in the hope this effort may be attended with 
good effect. I send you herewith a list of the persons to whom Loans were made by the Trustees 
or through whom they were made for the benefit of a third party.* ’ 

Some of the Loans have been altogether discharged, others partly so. 

(Signed) W. H. PORTER, Assistant Secretary. 
Copy of Public Notice issued by the Trustees for Bettering the Condition of the Poor of Ireland. 

Management for the relief of the distressed districts in Ireland, having determined that the balance 

^solved— That the rmaining funds should solely and exclusively he expended on the objects for wliich tliey were put 
at their d^posal, and that the same should be vested in Trustees, and lodged in Government Stock. ^ 

It was tnrther determined that the object of relief should be 

“I. In promoting aud encouraging the Coast Fishery, both in taking andcurin" Fish.” 

‘‘2. In the encouri^g the Spinning of Coarse Linen and Worsted Yarn, for the Manufacture of Articles more im- 
mediately in demand for the use of the Peasantry.” 

.'S TO THE FIRST, THE MOPES OP EFFECTING IT TO BE 

In affording aid m the construction and repaiiing of Fishing Boats ; in providing hemp, fla.x, or twine, for the makin- 
cordage or nets, and procuring hooks, lines, tackle, and other implements used in Fisliing ; and to 
afford lacihties and encouragement to the curing of fish for home consumption.” 

AS TO THE SECOND, THE MODES OP BPPECTING IT TO BE 

“ In affording aid to make or repair wheels, reels, looms, &c. ; also in procuring hemp, flax, and wool to be distributed 
where reqmsite, under such regulaUons as the Tinstees may determine on, and to encourage, by bounty or premium, a 
speedy and extensive manufacture of frize, linsey-woolsey, coarse linen, or other articles reiniired for the use of the 
Peasantry. ^ 

The Committee at a subsequent meeting held on the dth of September, 1822, 
on^he°subjw?— ^ ™ handing over to the Trustees, the funds vested by them, the following be declaratory of Uieir wishes 

_ “I. The principalto be preserved entire as the foundation of a society, the object of which shall be the advancing the 
interest and amehoratmg the coudiUonof the poor in the manner detailed in the adopted plan of the Committee of 
management, ^ 

“II. A Society to he formed by such annual subscripflons as the Trustees may defenniue on: such subscriptions, 
aud the interest of the vested fund, to be the only disposable sum for expenditure. 

“ III. The number of Trustees, (in whom the entire funds are to be invested) never to exceed fifty', seven of whom 
to be a quorum ; such '^ustees to constitute the Committee of the Society that shall be forwarded in furtherance of 
tlie proposed objects, with power to direct the expenditure of the funds, appoint officers, fill up any vacancies, from 
time to time, that may occurin theirbody, and transact all the business of the Society. 

The trustees, therefore, appointed by the committee of management, for bettering the condition of the iioor of Ireland 
have, m conformity to the foregoing resolutions, adopted the following as a plan by which the aid will he granted, and 
also the resoluuon under which it is prqtosed the Society should be formed. 

, . 1, I’*io<^eedino, bv which Aid will be obanted by the Trustees. 

1. Aid shali only be granted through the medium of Local Committees, or ofindividuals approved of by the Trustees 

2. lie Old granted by the Trustees to be distributed conformably to the foregoing objects, and fundamental resolu- 
tions of the Committee of management of the 14th of August, 1822. 

3. The grant to be considered as a permanent fund, end that it be imperatiie on the Local Committees orindividuals 
to have the same repaid by those to whom it may be advanced, in such manner, and by such instalments, as they res- 
pectively may see nght. Any decrease whichmay take place in the amount of the grant from the Trustees, to be made 
good by Local Subscriptions. 

_ 4. Loan Funds may be assisted, provided they embrace any of the objects of the Society, and that an undertaking is 
given that the grant is only applied to the promotion of such objects. ° 

5. Regular annual accounts of Loans, and Permanent Restrictive Grants, made up to the 31st of December in each 
year, to be furnished to the Board of Trustees, on failure of which the grant to be called in. 

Rules fob Society. 

1. A donation of £10, atone time, shall constitute a member for life. 

2. A subscription of £2 shall constitute a member for one yeai-. 

3. That an annual meeting shall be held at such place, after the first of January in each year, as the Trustees mav 

appoint, (one week’s notice of such meeting to be given in the public papers,) when a report of the proceedings and ac 
counts, together witli a list of subscriptions, shall be laid before its members. ® 

4. Subscriptions shall be considered due from the first of January, and be received at the Bank of Ireland, and also at 
the following private banks, viz. Sir Robert Shaw, Bart, and Co., Messrs. Latouche, Messrs. Ball and Co. 

John Kingston James, ? 

Thomas Herbert Orpen, y Honorary Secretaries. 

Coast Fisheries. 

The Tros tees for Bettering the Condition of the Poor of Ireland, give notice, that they are willing to advance loans of 
money, (Int^st Ree) in sums not exceeding Fifty Pounds each, except under peculiar circumstances, of which the 
Trostees are to judge, to Associations of respectable persons, or individuals approved of by the Trustees engaged or 
willing to eng^e m the promotion of the Coast Fisheries. Loan Funds may be assisted, provided they embrace any of 
the objects of the Society, and that an undertakmg is given that the grant is only applied to the promotiwi of such ohiects 
Particulars may be learned on application to the Secretaries, at the Board-room, 7, Lower Abbev-street. Dnbli,; h» 
tween the hours of Twelve and Four, or if by letter, (post paid) to ^V. H. Porter, as ahote! ^ ^ ° 

Signed by Order, W. H. PORTER, Assistant-Secretary. 

Irish Reproductive Loan Fund. 

Report for 1836. 

“ The Committce appointed on the rth of May, 1822, toraise and conduct a subscription for tlie reUef of the severe distress 
for food m the southern and western provinces of Ireland,-' in taking their leave of the public,’ ‘ feel cordial satisfaction in 
stating, that not only has the main purpose of the subscription been fulfilled, but that they have been enabled to devote con- 
siderable funds to encourage and to extend the permanent industry of the Irish people. 

This appropriation is strictly confined to loans on the principle of reproduction, which has been found, in every instance 
to meet the wants and to improve the habits of the poor : it was determined to confide the execution of this important raea- 
Bure to the resident gentry of each county : trustees were accordingly chosen, who were requested to associate, for the pur- 
pose of carrying these objects into effect. ‘ 

The Committee considered it advisable to appoint a Board of Directors in London, for the purpose of superintondiwr the 
aummistration of these funds. ‘ ° 

It was also deemed expedient to make a permanent provision for this object, with a view to beep alive that kindly inter- 
course with their Irish friends, which has hitherto been productive of the happiest effects, in removing national preiudice. 
and m cementing the bond of union between the two countries. Report of the Irish Relief Commitleo," 1822. 

The Board of Directors, nominated in accordance with the foregoing resolutions, feeling it to be 
thetr duty to report from time to time, the result of their proceedings, deem the present to be a favor- 
publicity to their second statement. 

It has been shewn, by accounts previously furnished, that at the commencement of their undertaking, 

* Total amount of Loans specified in the account, £763 10 0 
Repayments ., 3J'8 7 (J 
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“fP'™" thing like innovation was 

regarded by the inhabitants of remote districts. And secondly, from the circumstance that the die 
tribution of gratuitous relief rendered persons unwilling to believe that repayments were expected or 
would be enforced. Some losses were consequently sustained. A stead/ perseverance, however’ in 
prying into effect the prescribed rules and penalties, in due time established the fact— and the ei- 
perience of the working of the system has brought with it a conviction that the advantage of possessintr 

titrr/?hlt cSuld L ' T/ tha^comLnsuratf 

Th?Ll I ^“5 or derived from the casual supplies of adventitious charity. 

M was originally £40,000-but a considerable addidon bein» 

irtade in 1824, from balances that remained in the hands of some Committees in Ireland after the 
So?. to the care of the County Trustees amouSd to 

The accumulations of interest that have accrued down to the present period, have sufficed not onlg 
profi/oTf^ ^ contingent espe/ses. but also to realize a net 

I>'rectors have the satisfaction to add, from tlie concurrent testimony of their Local Friends, 
whose zealous co-operation they duly appreciate, a<id thankfully acknowledge— that with the increaw 
of the fund, the condition of the recipients has also proportionably improved. 

borne modification of the rules which regulate the details of the system, may yet, it is probable be 
advantageously adopted t but the Board confidently congratulate thi promoters ^of the mWure upon 
the fact, that the soundness of the principle has been successfully established— and they have evLv 
applied with zeal and vigilance, the Institution will fur- 
nish the industrious with the means of profitable employment, and generally promote the welfare and 
adrance the moral condition of those classes of Society for whose benefit it was originally designed. 
v,?S cannot close this Report without expressing their strong and unanimous sense of the 

■" — of 

^ JOHN SMITH, Chairman. 



EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORTS OF THE TRUSTEES. 

. , ... raOM THE CHAtBMAN OF THE OaLWAY BoAni.. 

n Ijppr t; ttal .Jttoueh .11 our tro.t fund 1. uol y,l in l think it i, l„t .pptu.ohiug to it. In 

n itlje dom„ better than it now is at Tuam, Ahascragh, Louglirea, Bunmore, <fec. 

- ... rBO.«i THE Statement KECBivED raoji Kebby. 

Ho ..n.. « .ho S.,ing.' B.nk, ,liol. h.„ b... i. b, 

„T , Fbom THE County OF Lbitbim. 

I was last summer reluctant to take charge of more than £300; but being now familiar with tlie svstem I an, 
willing and anpous to extend the benefit as far as I have the means o( doin» it. ^ ^ 

From the intimate intercourse I have had with the peasantry of this country, for the last forty vears T can patiR 
hab -?r nmelioratiug theifeonditffif improvfng theS 

habits , the anxiety with which the loans ar^ouglit, the punctuality with which the re-payments are made, the^bene- 



10 part of the world c 



xiety with which the loans a. ,,..„vvuc.ib. wim wmou me re.navment5 a, 

hU acknowledged to have been derived, and the gratitude expressed, strongly corroborate this feet. 

I cannot express thefavourable opinionl entertain of the utility of the Loan Fund ; it introduces afloatinA ,via 

ffie ^nntry, which la impartially shared among the well-conducted and industrious classes “t hi e^b!e?some to 
pnrehase cows who never had one before, and others to procure seed and provisions at their J-lst valu? wMch th™^ 

-.a; 

its re^X’aiffurthlr ^®Jhe haWt system ia not, therefore, the only advantage it confers • 

its results are further— the habits of punctuality it induces, the redemption of time wliich it inculcates and the 7r,A,n{ 
mfluence It creates, are objects of still higher importance ; add to thb.,\hat while it rSaterthat puilv 
•rf whiub j,,.l,.,, euiubon, it m.y b« .md to bo.low ,.11,1; lo,, sonor.lly .paoliug, I'w loin* t 

^ Fbom County OP Mayo. 

undi th^ be organized in every pansh of the county, double the amo'untof what is at pre- 

wnt under the wntool of this Board conld be circulated with immense advantage. In many instances the „se Sf = 
been the commencement of a relative independence. ^ 

the Trustees are able to lay before the Directors a statement of the number of recipients so far ns Ofijo 
hope the next year to obtain a further statement from the Local Committees. >'eoipients, so lar as 2849, and 



a further statement from the Local Committees. 

14?2 Small Farmers — borrowing 

649 Weavers, Spinners, *c. .. 

153 Dealers in Sundries _ 



110 Pig and Com Jobbers 
105 Shoe and Brogue Makers ~ 
82 Carpenters and Coopers 



16 Sawyers and Turners . 



Total 2849 ^gggg 

(Average Loan, £2. 3s. 4<f.) 

London Board the customary annual statement of their funds, 
S^ted to mannfl^ “ exhibiting a fair account of their progressive improvement ; the loa^^ 



“ The Tmstees have endeavoured, a 
with little effect. If the county 



Fbom Tippehaby. 

I far as lays in their power, to form Local Associations, but, they are sorry to 
w'u tanquil enough to enable persons to collect debts, without trouble, th» 
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Fnoii Sliso. . • 

“ The stetement from the Sligo Town Frmd shews, that by the rotatory system £40,826 has been in the hands of 
10,125 borrowers, being small farmers, labourers, and tradesmen of difterent classes, and that £529 net profit has 
been realised by the operation. 

From Roscomjion. 

“ The Loan Fnnd continnes to prosper in our County, and many applications to increase the loans already made to 
Local Committees, and to establish new ones, are rejected for want ot funds. The amount of loans made during the 
year are 11,006 ; but as several individuals received the loan twice during the year, we cannot state that there were that 
number of borrowers. Every day’s experience confirms my opinion of the inc^cnlable good to be derived from these 
institutions, and excites my wishes that they should, if possible, be extended over the whole kingdom.” 



SYNOPTICAL TABLE, shewing the Amount, Progress, present State, and Application of the Irish 
Reproductive Loan Fund. 



COUNTIES. 


oT tTie 
Fund. 


^Present 


Ainoiin 

einpioj-s 


Ainoiinl 

ployed 


Soiibtriii 

Debtf. 


1. Clare . . . 


£. 


£. 


£. 






5697 


6473 


4387 


1643 


543 


2. Cork . . . 


8028 


9278 


8396 


212 


740 


3. Kerry . . . 


5777 


6460 


4513 


548 


1399 


A. Sligo .. . 


3870 


4341 


2345 


1608 


388 


S. Galway . . . 


7065 


9197 


4194 


4199 


804 


6 . Leitrim . . . . 


2000 


1252 


1252 




- 


1. Mayo . . . . 


9300 


10896 


9069 


1737 


90 


8. Limerick .. .. 


6370 


7423 


7348 


75 




9. Roscommon . . 


4500 


5393 


5363 


SO 




10. Tipperary 


2500 


2845 


776 


2016 


63 ■ 


Add doubtful Debts 

Deduct . . . . 
Clear Profit 


66,107 

4017 

69,124 


63,068 

59,124 

£4,434 


47,673 


11,968 


4,017 



f The heavy arrear of debt charged against these four 
I counties was incurred during the first two years, when 
j the working of the system was not well understood, 
N nor the casualties guarded against. It is hoped that a 
1 considerable portion will yet be recovered, and that 
f the interest which has since accumulated will cover any 
'• deficiency tliat may remain. 

. r The arrear in this county is chiefly caused by the 
I / default of three individuals, against whom legal 'pro- 
C ceedings are in progress. 

^ The whole of the grant made to Leitrim was placed 
I in jeopardy by the incautious conduct of the onginal 
1 Trustees — £1200 has been since recovered, and confided 
< to new managers, who, in the course of a few months, 
ihave realised £52, and whose judicious airangements 
r are calculated to improve and extend the operations of 
'“the Institution. 

{ After thirteen year’s man^ement, the only doubtful 
debt against this county is £90. The credit side shows 
a profit of £1506. 

The accounts from Limerick and Roscommon are of 
L the most satisfactory description, shewing the impor- 
utant results that zeal and vigilance can effect. The 
y combined fund has risen from £10,870 to £12,816, and 
Jthat large amount is yet insufficient to satisfy lie daims 
^of the numerous applicants who crowd the periodical 
f meetings. 

The Trustees report, that from peculiar circtun- 
stances they are at present unable to extend their ope- 
rations with safety, hut that they will avail themselves 
Jof every favorable opportunity that may present itself 
Lfor bringing their fund into operation. 



Made up to 1st May, 1836. 



W. H. HYETT, 
Manager. 



1836 Statement of the Funds in Ireland, under the control of the London Directors. 

May. The Reproductive Loan Fund amounting to ..£63,558 
Grant for Straw Plat .. .. 2,000 



- . Grant for establishing two Agricultural^ 
Schools, originally i£6000, aug- C 
merited by Interest to about 3 

Amount repaid by the Fishery Board, ^ 
with the interest accruing since t 
its investment \ 



4,35 

J 

Total .. £78,40 



Distributed among the fen Counties before named. 

J This Manufactory, giving employment to numerous 
f families, has been successfully established at Caher. 
f Of this £3600 has been applied to the erection of 
S buildings, and bringing into cultivation a Model 
■< Fann at Hollymonnt, for the benefit of the pro- 
j vince of Conaught — the residue is invested in 3^ 
(. per cent Stock. 

C Invested in 3J per cent Stock, until a favour. 
■< able period arrives for bringing it into useful 
(_ operation. 

C Exclusive of the grant for defraying the expenses of 
^ supervision. 

JOHN ABEL S.MITH, Chairman. 



Dated London, lOfA May, 1836. 

Extracts from Accounts of the County of Cork Trustees of the Reproductive Loan Fund, for promotion 
of Industry, — August, 1836. 

G^eral Loans to individuals in City and^ 

V at £2 per cent., including £2000 f 



- i 



to Mr. Bernard, .and £600 to Cork Cha-r ^^’^57 11 10 

ntahle Loan Society . ^ 

Useful Associations in County 



Bad Debts to Associations - 
Half Year’s Expenses - 



Balance in Savings Banks 
Original Grant ... 



£9,322 9 10 



Present Useful Associations. 

Mitchelstown ...... £416 13 10 

Kildinan and Rathcormack .... 184 12 2 

Dunholloge 166 15 11 

Mallow ....... 161 4 10 

Macroney and Leddington .... 138 9 2 

Conrtmacsherry - - - - . . 92 61 

Lislee . 92 61 

Crookhaven - - - . . - . 92 61 

Blackrock - - - - - . - 40 0 3 

Clonakilty - . 94 30 

£1467 17 6 
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APPENDIX, No. XXVI. 

Observations on the Fisheries of the Coast of Cork, extending from Conrtmacsherrj- to Bantiy, by 
the Rev. Horace Townsend. — 1812. 

I am acquainted vnth the harbours and modes of taking fish on that part of the coast extending from FMmes of </« Cdase 
Courtmacsherry to Crookhaven, more especially with its Eastern Quarter. 0 / Cork. 

Courtmacsherry is one of the best bar or tide harbours on the whole coast. The leading wind 
of approach IS from the S.E., and it can be entered by small sloops at almost any time of tide. With- CourtraacshenrHar- 
out the harbour is a very spaaous bay, possessing the great advantage of good- shelter from all the hour and Fisheries, 
prevailing winds that blow fi'om the westward. The tide flowing up to Timoleague, three miles above 
Courtmacsherry, affords to the inhabitants at either side opportunities of keeping boats for fishing and 
other purposes. Around the bay itself are also many places in which boats are kept for summer use, 
the winter business being mostly confined to the harbours. The fishery of this quarter is chiefly car- 
ried on in summer and autumn, the severity of the ivinter gales obliging the fish to quit the bay, and 
resort to the deep waters of the ocean. Several seans or large nets are kept here for taking Herrings 
and Sprats, the supply of which of late years has been very irregular and uncertain. Both kinds 
are cured, when the quantity taken is 'eonsiderable ; otherwise they are sold fresh, partly to the 
country people, and partly to jolters for supplying the neighbouring markets. Of line fish, the 
most valuable and abundant is the Hake, frequently falling into the bay in great quantity, and gene- 
rally remaining for some time. • They sometimes come earlier, and sometimes later, their usual season 
being autumn. Formift'ly they were, only taken by the hook: another method has been used of late, 
which, when the Hake are abundant, '-is very successful. This is done by a long trammel, or kind of 
drift net, in which the fish entangle themselves, many hundreds being caught at one time. Against 
this mode the Kinsale boats having declared war, and destroyed many trammels in a very wanton and 
illeg^ manner, a complaintwas made to Government, in consequence of which it is hoped this veiy pro- 
ductive mode of fishing will find security and protection. It is managed by small row-boats, the great success 
of which excited the jealousy of the Kinsale hookermen, and induced them to commit so outrageous 
an insult on the superior ingenuity of others. Little advantage that I know of can accrue to the acti- 
vity of fishing pursuits in this place from the proposed scheme. The number of nets is already rather 
greater perhaps than it ought to be, and the demand for fish, both fresh and cured, seems to be a very 
sufficient stimulus to exertion. Few of the net fish that come within reach are suffered to escape, 
except from the occasional contests of who shall have the first haul j and it not unfrequently happens, 
that they draw across each others nets, and injure the common cause by private and personal compe- 
tition. In general, however, they are governed by regulations established and agreed upon among 
themselves. ^ As far, therefore, as the fishery within the bay is concerned, there seems to be no slack- 
ness of pursuit, and no want of encouragement. In ono respect it seems capable of improvement. In 
other places, I understand they take fish in seans, by what is called tucking ; that is, surrounding the 
shoal at a distance from land, and hauling them into the boats. This mode is yet to be leai-ned in the 
place now mentioned. 

The next harbour is that of Ring, or Clonakilty, seven miles distant from the former, and of Ring or Clonakilty 
much more difficult access, the mouth being very narrow, and the bar sandy, shifting, and shallow. Harbour, and Eel 
When once gained, the station is very secure. Sand-eels are the only sean fish taken here, and though Ksieries. 
they bring some profit, their value is comparatively trifling. They are a fish of delicate flavour, resem- 
bling the Smelt, have little oil, and are never cured or barrelled, — the quantity is not more than suffi- 
cient for Clonakilty and the neighbouring inhabitants. Clonakilty Bay extends considerably from 
easi. to west, but not being deep or protected by long projections of headlands, it is very much 
exposed to all winds blowing from the south. Hake often fall into it, as well as Pollock, Haddock, 
and other line fish ; but it is, generally speaking, very inferior in quantity of fish, as well as number 
of boats, to that of Courtmacsherry. 

. The next harbour, though scai-ce deserving the name, is thaf of Rosscarbery, the mouth of which Ross Harbour and 
is so choked with sand and gravel, as hardly to afford admission to a loaded sloop at high water. The Eel Fishery. 

Sand-eel is found here also in such great abundance as to be taken by the country people with shovels 
and reaping-hooks, when the tide has retired. The bay is a good resort foiTine fish, but so much ex- 
posed to the south and south west, that small boats, the only craft used here, can only stand out in 
fine weather and when the wind is off the shore. Here, as well as at Clonakilty, both Herrings 
and Sprats are strangers. The three adjoining bays of Courtmacsherry, Clonakilty, and Ross, afford 
in summer considerable quantities of Bream, a fish of good flavour, and much esteemed. 

The sandy strands and harbours may be said to terminate at Ross. In proceeding westward, the 
coast is more rocky, the harbours much deeper, and but two strands of any note, viz., the Leap and 
Castletownsend, both of which are composed of sand. 

Glandore harbour is deep enough to admit vessels of considerable burthen, and is perfectly secure Glandore Harbouc 
in the inner part from every wind. T. he entrance is long, and sufficiently wide, but somewhat incum- and Fisheries, 
bered by rocks rising-in several parts, which require the direction of a pilot. On the west side of the 
mouth of the harbour, at a place called Squince, there is a creek or recess, sheltered from the ocean by 
a small island, which has long been famous as a sean draught, particularly for Herrings. The chops of 
the harbour and the outside ground are also good stations for various sorts of line fish, and Herrings 
and Sprats are taken within (he harbour, the former chiefly in drift-nets. Glandore isin every respect 
well situated for fishing, the navigation being never obstructed by bar or tide. 

The next western harbour, Castletownsend, is easy of access, having a wide entrance, protected on Castletownsend Har- 
the west side by Horse Island, and navigable for deep vessels as high as the town. Above this it ex- hour and Fisheries, 
tends considCTably, and affords a very secure station for all but large vessels. Plerrings are sometimes 
taken in the harbour, but the best sean draught is on tho Castlehaven sands, at the west side of the 
harbouPs mouth. This, like Squince, has been a great resort for Mackerel and Herrings ; the latter 
are still taken here, but their return is less regular, and their number much diminished. The harbour 
IS mvigable at all times, and well situated in every respect for the business of fishing. 

The coMt between Castletownsend and Baltimore is too open and exposed for any thing but summer 
hshing. From Baltimore to Crookhaven, the situations are far more favourable. Besides the great 
island of Cape Cle^, which protects a large expanse of water from the turbulent ocean, a great 
number of scattered islands contribute their aid of friendly shelter, and afford habitations to fishermen 
as well as farmers. 
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fiihim, ,/ a, C«7.< Baltimore is a deep and safe harbour, through which the river Isleu, navigable almost to Skihhe ■ 
. '"S;"’ ti'Kliarges itself into the sea. The island of Innis She?kin forms the west side 

’ 7" and has been formerly much more famous for its fishery than at present. 

CrSS™ HarW v Crookh,,e„ ^ harbour is sudicientlj known. Between this and Baltimore,. 

mTScric. httrboum of mfer.or note, tmo several creek, and inlets, the occasional resort, of Ssh, par- 

ticularly H^ngs. Seans are made use of in all places adapted to them, and in the inner parts of this 
fl *“ Ling, Cod, and Hake are the pLcipal line 

fish , and as the inhabitants of all the islands, as well as most of those on the neighbouring shores are 
fishermen the annual quantity taken is considerable. As.far as nets are concerned, I do not know 
that much remains to be added to the exertions of the present race of fishermen, who are sufficienUy 
prepared for every opportunity that occurs. Their mode of line fishing may be improved by a more 
<1 , r- u "ru “f 1 °^ ‘‘f "’• ^ being to fish from the boat with single line^ 

2}ant7 Sprat Fisheiy- Though less acquainted w^^^^ j marmot avoid noticing an observation of 

Mr. Odys, in his Address to the Inhabitants of Cork. In the bay of Bantry, Sprats lately appeared 
in such prodigious abundance that all the craft which could be procured in the neighbourhood was 
insufficient to take even a small part, and probably all the salt within twenty miles round would have 



been insufficient to preserve the half of them. From this he 



. - - - — seems to argue a want of activity and 

preparatory caution on the part of the fishermen, and a consequent necessity of supplying these defects 
by the bounty of public encouragement. But it should be considered, that this was a circumstance «f 
most unusual occurrence, and which may probably never happen again. 

Not many years since, so large a quantity of Sprats came into Kinsale Harbour, that they were sold 
for ten or twelve pence per horseload. An enterprising gentleman, conceiving that an opportunity 
offered of making great profit by their oil, prepared himself, at .great expense, for the ensuing sea- 
son ; but as the Sprats did not return, the project unfortunately miscarried. 



Kinsale Sprat Kshery 



APPENDIX, No. XXVII. 

Obsmations on the Fisheries and Fishermen of the Coast of Cork, by the Rev. Michael 0-Sullivan 
of Bantry. 

,J a, Cm,t Next to its a^cullural resonrcos the fisheries of Ireland are entitled to the best consideration of all 
oj Cork. anxious to develope its physical capabilities. 

* number of successive years, and finding on a reference to their history, 
that the decline had been gradual ; I was led to entertain strong prejudices against this branch of indui 
try. L find, however, on a more accurate examination of the subject, and particularly from an inspec- 
tion of he dwellings and circumstances of those who maybe called the labourers of the fisheries, that 
1 ought to have made a distinction of the utmost importance for forming a correct decision on the sub- 
ject, VIZ., a distinction between the capital invested, and the labour employed in this department If 
viewed in relation to the labour employed, it will be found that this labour has been in general better 
remunerated than that which has been employed in other departments. In making this statement 
However, I contemplate almost exclusively the labourers employed in the sean fishery, which is the 
pnnc.pa on our coast. On visiting the dwellings of these men, I found their circumLnces almost 
invariably superior to those ot the common labourer, and, with the exception of those families which 
have been reduced to destitution by the death of the seaner, I do not recollect to have met a case 
of absolute beggary amongst the fishing population. Do not suppose, however, that I mean to im- 
ply that the labour of these men is adequately remunerated ; on the contrary, I do not conceive 
their remuneration to be the one-fourth of what it ought to be, did the success of the fishery ad- 
mit of more liberal terms ; nor would I deem it a tolerable mode of subsistence, were it not for its 
superiority when contr^ted with the ordinary departments of labour in this country. Even this sune- 
nority has its drawbacks. The labour is of a very severe kind continued during the nights of the 
winter season in open boats, and hence, the seaner breaks down sooner than other labourers, it bein? 
computed among themselves that he begins to decline after seven or eight years service. * 

hroni my own observations the average of mortality amongst them appears to be greater than 
amongst other labourers, though on inquiry of the medical officer of the district, he did not think 
tnat the average of disease amongst them much exceeded that amongst the ordinary labourers 
_ in addition to an annual bounty amounting to £1 or £1 5s., the seaner receives 6d. a nitrht 
independent of his success in fishing, whilst the fact of this employment taking place during the mn- 
ter season, and being continued for some months in succession, when the common labourer is 
almost unemployed, contributes not a little to give the advantage to the fisherman, who being thereby 
enabled to work for himself during a part of the spring and summer, turns the time to account by 
planting a garden for his family. ^ 

Of the meuiuros likely to promote this branch, the first would bo an examination of the effects of 
trammel fishing and the use of drift-nets, an examination which should be conducted with greatimpartialitv 
and caution, m order to prevent any unnecessary injury to the hands employed in that way ; the 
number of which amounts at present, as I am informed, to about 1000. In the second place if it 
should appear, on diligent inquiry, that the obstacles which retard the improvement of the fishery, are ■ 
of a local or temporary nature, then ft would be only reasonable to stimulate the skill and enterprise 
of the employers by judicious premiums, either on the craft, the capital, or the number of hLds • 
employed, buck an adjudication of premiums as would be a mere auxiliary to a speculation or in- 
vestment based on its own merits, would not fail to produce a beneficial result j whilst the evil con- 
sequences of misapplied bounties would bo guarded against. In the third place, should an inquiry in- 
to the prospects of the coast fisheries warrant some important step for improvement, would it not be 
LI proprietor should bo encouraged to purchase a lot of ground to the amount 

almiLL! f" t>'e men belonging to his boats would be located, each receiving 

Lf ^ • it c together the de- 

S Tl° ^ ® will.be readily admitted would be most desi- 

”°''® one-half of the year is devoted 
to fishing, and that the condition of the sean fisher would be considerably ameliorated during the re- 
maining hdf, if instead of the exorbitant rent which he is obliged to pay annually for the ground of a 
potato garden, and the casual employment which he obtains during the spring or summer months, he . 
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were made the proprietor of a spot of ground, which being let on low or moderate terms, would amply pishe>-iei of thi: Coast 

remunerate his labour. The hooker fishery belonging immediately to the town, has been on the de- ofCor/c.' 

cline for a number of years. The craft being inferior in tonnage to the Berehaven boats, and the 

owners possessing no capital to secure a sufficient stock of provisions, they are unable to profit by the 

resources of the deep sea fishery, and hence the craft they use go under the denomination of market 

boats. As the class of men connected with this branch are in general very sober, and well conducted, 

if found on investigation to be worthy of encouragement, it is a branch of industry which would be 

entitled to particular attention. 

I was gratified to learn from a brother Clergyman who had been for some years in Munstervaragh, 
that notwithstanding the general languishing state of the fishery on our coast, its good effects as an- 
cillary to agriculture in that district were of the most gratifying kind, almost invariably securing the 
comfort of the farmer, who combined it with his ordinary avocations. He also informed me, that the 
bounties formerly given by the Board of Fisheries effected a complete change for the better as to the 
mode of fishing which is now much more effective than it had been in former days. 

Although with regard to the sean fishery, the anomaly is not a little curious, that the proprietor 

should: continue a branch of industry, which does not yield a steady or adequate remuneration yet, I 

apprehend, that this will be found to characterise all speculations of a hazardous nature, and that such 
a contingency enters more or less into the calculations of those who embark in it, whilst the feeling of 
hope is always kept alive. I have purposely abstmned from any allusion to the introduction of manu- 
factures, being of opinion, that such a project cannot be accomplished by artificial means ; that it must 
spring up spontaneously from the natural capabilities or improved condition of the country, and that 
in this as well as every other species of industry, any forced direction of the current would terminate 
in exhausting the fountain without fertilising the soil. 



APPENDIX, No. XXVIII. 

Mr. Fraser’s Account of the Waterford Nymph Bank Company, — extracted from his Work on 
the Fisheries of Ireland. 

■The Company was hardly formed when that zeal which seemed to mark its beginnings, appeared Ni/mph Bank Com- 
rapidly on the decline. Government, with the same spirit of liberality in which they had set out, ' 

caused the whole of the public money promised in aid of the undertaking to be immediately paid to ^ ||— -ri ’ 

the Treasurer of the Company.* Instead, however, of this example being followed up by paying in 
the whole of the money subscribed, and thereby purchasing or chartering a sufficient number of well- 
vessels to make a spirited trial of the Fishery for the London, Bristol, and other markets in England, 
as proposed by Government, that spirit of party for which the city of Waterford is remarkable soon 
displayed itself among the subscribers, and the object of the institution appeared wholly to degenerate 
into a struggle for the power of management. Apprehensive that these unhappy divisions would frus- 
trate the undertaking, it was strenuously urged by those who had the success of the fishery at heart, 
that the directors of the Company should be authorised, in the first instance, to apply to Messrs! 

Cresswell and Selby, or to others engaged in the well-boat fishery, to charter three or more vessels to 
fish on the coast, fully equipped for the various branches of the fishery, and to proceed in the fishery 
in the manner usually practised in the northern seas, where a number of vessels continue fishing to- 
gether, in order to make a voyage for one or two to run with the fish to market, while the rest con- 
tinue on the fishing ground. 

It was, however, determined, that two well- vessels should be purchased in the river; and a person 
was sent for this purpose to London, who in a very short time purchased two well-vessels for carrvine 
on the fishery. ® 

It happened, however, from this person's not being acquainted with the mode of carrying on the 
fishery by weil-boats, that sufficient care was not taken that the well-vessels should be equipped in 
the same manner as those employed in the northern fisheries. They were wholly unprovided with 
the proper fishing gear for taking Turbot, Soles, Plaice, John-a-Dorec, and other ground fish, of 
which there is vast abundance on the N 3 'inph Bank, and other adjacent parts of the Irish coasts. 

They were even not supplied with the proper gear for the Cod fishery, nor with the proper bait 
called the whelks, as before mentioned, which the other well-boats proceeding to the northern fishing 
are usually provided with at Whitstable Bay, near Sheerness, and said not to be procured in abund- 
ance on any other part of the coast of England. Instead, also, of a full complement of hands bred to 
the wcll-boat fishery, there was only one seaman, of the name of Isaac Dunnage, who had served his 
time to the business at Harwich, who was thoroughly acquainted with this kind of fishing. Tliisperson 
who was at the time a sailor on board one of the London and Leith passage vessels, was appointed to 
the command of one of the well-boats, and became a valuable acquisition. The master of the other 
vessel was a sailor belonging to Waterford, wholly ignorant of the fishing business ; and the crews 
made up of persons equally ignorant of the fishery, except two lads, who had been for some little time 
fishing on the coast of Lincolnshire. 

From these circumstances, there was much delay before they could proceed to the fishing, and after 
all, they were very inadequately provided to make a fair trial of the fishing, so that it was the 13lh of 
March before they could proceed to the fishing. By the assistance of Mr. Thomas Owen, of Cheak- 
point, and- Mr. Bolton, of Faithlegg, some men were found out who had been at the Newfoundland 
fishing, and who, by the instructions of Isaac Dunnage, the skilful fi.sherman before noticed, soon be- 
came expert in the well-boat mode of fishing for Cod. They were still unable to fish for Turbot, &e. 
from the want of the trawl-nets and other gear. Nor would the directors consent to these implenionts 
being ordered from England, or made at Waterford, because the expense would amount to about £40 
or £50 for each' vessel. Neither would they allow the well-vessels to remain at sea until they should 
complete a sufficient cargo of live fish for the London or Bristol markets, but ordered them to return 
to the harbour every Thursday evening, with whatever fish they might take, and the masters to pro- 
ceed to Waterford with the fish on Friday morning to the market, and give an account to the directors 

• The Company was completed on the 29tli Novemher, 1802. There were 128 suhscriptions, of £60 each. Mr. Wick- 
nam, the Cliief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, took two shares ; and the Irish Government undertook to 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




142] 



APPENDIX TO THE FIRST REPORT OF THE 



'Ntpnpk Bank Cmn- of their proceedings, so tliat it was Friday evening before they could return to their vessels! Saturday 
P°” S- was taken up in procuring bait, and frequently part of Monday, so that it was generally Monday even- 

ing or Tuesday before they could go out to tfie fishing ground, and being obliged to return on Thurs- 
day, they had only two days at most, and frequently only one, to try the fishing ground. So absurd 
was the conduct of the directors, that they discharged the men who had been at Newfoundland, and • 
had soon become very expert, on the pretence that their w'ages at 30#. a month were too high ; but 
not being able to find any others for a less sum to man the vessels, they remained for several weeks idle 
at anchor in the river of Waterford ; and afterwards, a few lads being found at a guinea a month, who • 
. were neither sailors nor fishermen, the vessels were ordered to continue the same routine of going out 
and returning to the harbour, so that latterly hardly any fish were caught. In the meantime, although 
no regular trial was allowed to be made of the fishing ground, great care was taken that no expense 
should be spared in fitting out the vessels with new sails, cordage, &c., the masters and crews with 
plenty of beef, bread, beer, tea, and sugar. And it being made appear that a loss had been sustained 
over and above the value of the fish caught, which, after all, amounted to only about jfiSOO Irish cur- 
rency»* it was determined by the directors to propose at the quarterly meeting of the -subscribers, on 
the first Monday of September, 1803, that the Company should be dissolved, and the well-boats sent 
back to England and sold. 

Your reporter, who, as well as a number of his friends, had taken shares in the company, foreseeing 
that if, the company should be dissolved without some effort being made to carry a voyage of fish to 
the London, or at least to the Bristol market, would discourage capitalists in England from embark- 
ing in this fishery, prevailed on Mr. Lee, M.P. for the county of Waterford (also a partner in the 
Company), to oppose its dissolution. 

This gentleman accordingly attended the meeting, and after reprobating in the strongest terms the 
conduct of the directors, offered to the subscribers, to take upon himself the sole direction and ma- 
nagement of the well-boats for three months, and let the directors, or any one of them, take the 
management of the other well-boat, and ifin that time he did not convince them he was ri<fht in his 
mode of management, he would come into any measures they should propose ; but that if he did prove 
he was right, he expected they would come into his measures. After much altercation, Mr. Lee’s 
proposition was carried by a majority. 

- A protest was entered against this resolution, on pretence that many of the subscribers were absent, 

and another meeting summoned on the 16th of September to re-consider.the resolution. 

• . choosing to wait for the result of another meeting, took upon himself the 

direction of the Pheeniv well-boat, and ordered her immediately round to Dungarvan, in order to re- 
move her from the influence of the party at Waterford, who seemed determined to frustrate the inten- 
tion of the institution, and to examine whether that situation or any other would answer as a stationfor 
the well-boats, as well as the harbour of Waterford. 

Your reporter having, by Mr. Lee’s request, met that gentleman at Dungarvan, on the 8th of Sep- 
tember, to advise regarding the best means of endeavouring, in the state things were in, to make up 
a voyage of fish for the London market, they found that the crew of the Pheenix consisted only of a 
raster, four hands, and a boy, two of which only were fishermen, and the others neither that or 
sailors._ But desirous of trying what they could do, your reporter, at Mr. Lee’s earnest request, took 
upon him the command ofthePAffim'a;, and, on the lOtli of September, 1803, he went on board, and 
after examining, by Mr. Lee’s orders, the harbour of Dumbratton, well calculated for a fishino- station, 
about ten o’clock the same evening, they stood out to sea, with a light breeze from the north-west. 
Next day being Sunday, came to an anchor in thirty-eight fathoms ; the ground was small pebbles 
mixed with shells and corallines ; this was about five leagues from the coast. Thev remained at an- 
chor during the remainder of the day, and on Monday morning, as the tide slacked, caught a few Cod 
fish, and one or two Ling. ’ 

The fish not seeming to be here in any abundance, weighed, and stood to the eastward, making 
trials in different parts of the bank, and every where caught some Cod, well fed, and a great quantity 
of red Gurnet, &c., also some very fine Mackerel, but the fish still not in sufficient abundance for the 
desired purpose. Having, therefore, sent on shore to procure fresh water and provisions, on Wednes- 
day the 14th they sai'ed to that part of the fishing ground off the Sallees, where the wherries had been 
most successful in their fishing for Cod. 



On Thursday morning, your reporter having tried the ground, and caught a fish weighing about 
thirty-six pounds, he ordered the lines to be put out, and on that and the two following mornings’ 
caught sixteen score of excellent well fed Cod, many of them of a very large size. ® 

Having expended their bait, they sailed for Waterford Bay, where they arrived on Saturday even- 
ing the I7th. Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, being taken up in procuring bait, the Pkcemxasain 
proceeded to sea, and by thoend of the second week from this time, she returned with forty score of 
live fish, besides a very considerable quantity of s])lit fish, from many dying, on account of the well and 
bottom being very foul. The other well-boat remained all this time in the harbour. 

Mr. Lee having in the meantime obtained another victory over thd adverse party at Waterford, 
placed both vessels under the command of your reporter ; who having ordered ail the fish to be salted* 
and the well-boats to be hauled up dry, cleaned and smoked, as usual on such occasions, they sailed 
on the 28th of October, fully manned and provisioned, but still deficient in bait ; your reporter having 
remained to make a regular trial in the Bay of Waterford for bait, which, from some circumstances, he 
was inclined to be of opinion might be found, was so fortunate as to discover a bank in a particular 
part of the bay, where this bait (whelks, the huedna major of Linteus,) abounded in vast quantities, 
riie^ two well-boats having returned on the 10th of November, in a few hours caught as many of this 
species of bait as would supply them for months ; they then sailed again I he same evening to the fish- 
ing ground ; and although much interrupted for some days by stormy weather and heavy seas, they 
returned on the 23rd of the same month, with a considerable quantity of live Cod, not having been able 
to nsn tor i urbot for want of the proper gearing. 

Having shifted the live Cod on board the Mary (the other well-vessel) into the Phamix, your re- 
porter went on board, and sailed at twelve o’clock at night for Gravesend, where, although experien- 
emg soi^ heavy gales off the Land’s-end, they arrived, at one-half past eleven o’clock in the forenoon, 
on the 1 uesday following, the 29th of November, 1 803, after a voyage of five days and eleven hours, 

the distance being not more than about 150 leagues. ^ 



* Only about ■ 

on the vessels, sc 



me-h^f of Premium, allowed and paid by Government, independent of the Bounty of 30s. per ton 

tuat It was the most ndiculous proposal possible. 
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Same evening, and the two following also, the fish were sent up to Billingsgate and sold, to the ifymph Bank Qw* 
amount of thirty-five score of live fish, and sixty-six score of split Cod. pany. 

The live Cod sold at good prices, and were much esteemed on account of their quality, and the 
condition in which they appeai-ed, being all taken within three weeks from the time of theb being 
brought to market, whereas those from the northern fishing grounds are very frequently six weeks, and 
sometimes two months in the wells ; nor did the fish appear to be in the least bruised. 

Your reporter having now proved that fish can be brought in great perfection to the London mar- 
ket firom the coast of Ireland, by their having been actually brought from thence, he considered it to 
be his further duty to endeavour to establish a fisherj’, on an extensive scale, not only for Cod, but 
also for Turbot, Soles, Plaice, and other ground fish, such as Skate or Ray, Halibut, &c.,* and there- 
fore advised with Messrs. Selby and Cresswell, before mentioned, and others best acquainted with 
these fisheries, as carried on in the northern seas, particularly with the late Mr. Thomas Howel. 

They represented that no doubt could be entertained of the excellent quality of the fish brought 
from the Irish coast, and the superior condition they were in after the voyage, at the market. That 
the great trouble and expense attending the northern fishery for Cod, arose not only from the great 
distance of the best fishing grounds, but from that of procuring the proper bait, which hitherto had 
not been found in abundance any where but at Wbitestable bay, and even there could only be obtained 
at a considerable expense, and much delay. That the invaluable discovery of this bait, being produced 
in great abundance in the bay of Waterford, secured the means, not only of carrying on the fishery 
. for the London market with little expense or delay, but carried with it this great additional advantage, 
of enabling the well-boats, when the season for taWng Cod was ended for the London market, about 
the middle of April, to proceed to the northern seas, off the Feroe Islands and the Island of Iceland, 
to catch and cure the Cod wet in tubs for the London winter market, as practised with gn;at advantage 
from Broadstairs, Harwich, and other ports on the Thames, the Cod being found in those northern 
seas in great perfection during the whole summer. They, therefore, gave it as their opinion, that 
large capitals might be employed in the Cod fishery alone, carried oti upon the coast of Ireland, from 
the month of October until the middle or end of April; and after that, with great advantage in the 
northern seas, as before mentioned. That well-vessels might also be employed all the year round, but 
particularly during the summer, in the T urbot fishery on the coast of Ireland ; which fish, it was stated, 
are to be procured in great abundance ; and for which fishing they regretted that the boats of the 
Waterford Company had not been equipped, in order that samples of tfis and other flat fish might 
have been brought to the London market, with the Cod. 

They further represented, that they had no doubt, from the appearance of the fish recently brought 
from the Irish coast, that if the two vessels belonging to the Company would bring up cargoes about 
Christmas, they would fetch very high prices ; and, if continued only for Cod until the end of 
Lent, the voyages would be profitable, but, that nothing very beneficial could arise from employing 
only two vessels. That a fleet of five, seven, or ten, ought to be employed to fish together, to make 
up a voyage for one or two to run to the market. These should be the best sailing vessels, while the 
others remained at the fishing. 

In order to bring about this important object, they advised that a representation should be made to 
the directors of the Marine Society, who w'ere desirous of encouraging some undertaking of this 
nature, for the purpose of extending the benevolent objects of the society. 

The Marine Society of London is an institution supported by the subscription of public spirited in- 
dividuals, for the purpose of taking under their protection friendless boys, and bringing them up to the 
sea. It is one of those grand and benevolent institutions, that mark the wealth, humanity, and public 
spirit, of the first citj' of the world. The directors had of late found the numbers of these friendless 
boys brought to them to increase in such a degree, that they found it difficult to get such proper em- 
ployment for all of them, either on board the King’s ships or merchantmen, as they wished to provide 
for these objects of their benevolence. They were, therefore, desirous of encouraging the exten- 
sion of the Fisheries, as the best means of affording their boys healthy and useful employment, and 
readily honoured with the most candid attention the representations regarding this new fishery. 

In order that the fullest evidence might be afforded to the directors of the Society of the abund- 
ance of fish, and of the important circumstance of the facility of obtaining bait for the fishery on 
the Irish coast, the master of the well-vessel who had taken the fish, and brought them to the 
London market, was examined by a committee of the directors, and at a meeting held at the Marine 
Society Office, December 14, 1803, the following resolutions were moved by the late Mr. Isaac 
Corry, Chancellor of the Exchequer for Ireland, and unanimously approved : — 

I. That it appears to this meeting to bo of great importance, that the supply of fish to the cities 
of London and Westminster, and the places adjacent thereto, should be extended, and made, as 
far as possible, abundant and regular, thereby dso contributing to form an additional nursery of 
seamen for the navy. 

II. That, for that purpose, it appears to this meeting, that it would be of great advantage that a 
supply should be encouraged from the western and southern fishing grounds, in addition to the fish- 
eries already carried on in situations more northward, as a means of rendering the supply less liable 
to interruption, by the setting in of winds and weather unfavourable to the take of fish there, or the 
arrival from thence. 

III. That it would be expedient to encourage the supply from the Nymph Bank, and other fish- 
ing grounds, as well as from the rivers on the southern coast of Ireland ; from which quarter, it has 
been recently proved that fish has been brought in great perfection to the London market, by the 
Nymph Bank Fishing Company, already established at Waterford. 

IV. Resolved — That It appears to this meeting, that the readiness expressed by the said Company 
to admit subscribers thereto, is laudably calculated to promote the objects above-mentioned, and that 
subscriptions for that purpose are likely to prove at once profitable to the subscribers, beneficial to the 
public, and advantageous to the state. 

•Before, however, any subscriptions were opened for this purpose, a communication was made by 
Sir John Newport, M.P. for Waterford, that he was desired by the directors of the Nymph Bank 
Fishing Company to state, that they had not given any authority to offer to admit additional sub- 
scriptions to the Company ; that they did not wish to augment their capital, which they considered 
quite sufficient to carry on the fishery on the Nymph Bank, as they did not believe the fish were to 
be found there in abundance. 

Lobsters, now obtained from Norway, are to be found on the western coast of Ireland in vast abundance. 
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li- II appeared, however, evident to the -meeting, that this communication was made by the partr who 
had endeavoured to frustrate the undertaking, and founded upon a quibble, regarding the extent of 
the Nymph Bank, the party contending that the excellent fishing ground, on which the fish broueht 
to Eondon were chiefly taken, was not a part of that bank. ° 

The chairman (Lord Romney) asked if it was meant to be insinuated that the fish brought un 
had not been taken on the coast of Ireland, whether on the Nymph, or any other bank, was of no 
consequence, and whether it was intended to prove that there were no more fish left to be taken in 
future ? and, having treated the conduct of the Waterford Company as puerile, absurd, and ridicu- 
Jojs, proposed that the Marine Society should encourage subscriptions to be entered into, for the 
formation of a capital of £50,000, towards extending the fishery, for the supply of the I,ondon 
establishing a fishery on the Irish coast, and one-half 
of the boys supported by the Society, on board the fishing vessels, to be Irish. This proposition 
was seconded by Sir Robert Wigram; and a subscription being opened, above £20,000 was^imme- 
diatcly subscribed, and a committee appointed to consider whether it would be most advisable to ap- 
ply for a clurter from the crown, or to bring a bill into Parliament, for the purpose of incorporating 
the subscribers into a Company, which was necessary to enable them to act. It being deemed advi- 
sable by the committee to bring a bill into Parliament, in the name of the directors of the Marine 
Society, and to enable them to subscribe £‘5000 out of their funds, towards the undertaking the 
bill was accordingly brought into the House of Commons by Sir William Geary. 

_ This bill, so well calculated to serve many important and beneficent purposes, was opposed by peti- 
tions from Harwich, Gravesend, and Faversham, and, on the 27th March, 1804, was lost by a small 
majority, being ordered to be read that day six months. 

The fate of this bill is much to be regretted, as an undertaking conducted by the public spirited and 
enlightened characters who were its authors could not have failed to produce a great additional supply 
of fish to the inhabitants of the metropolis, but would very probably have led to similar establish- 
ments in other places, thereby also forming additional nurseries of seamen for the navy, and on that 
account deserving of the countenance and support of the House and of Government. It has there- 
fore been apprehended, with reason, that the objects of the Marine Society were not fully explained 
and hopes were entertained that the bill, if brought in in another session, would have passed into a 
i"® exorbitant charges brought in by their solicitors, and the inattention paid to their public 
spirited proposal, digusted them so much, that the Society could not be persuaded to make another 
application to the House. 

In the meantime, the master of the Phcsnix well-boat, who had brought up the fish to the Lon- 
don market, returned to Waterford, where he arrived, after a voyage of five days, on the 18th of 
December, 1803. 

Ho immediately applied to the directors of the Waterford Nymph Bank Company, for leave, and 
earnestly begged to be allowed to proceed to the fishing, and to carry up another voyage of live fish 
to the London market, assuring the Directors of great prices for the fish at that season of the year.- 
Instead, however, of complying with his request, they gave him positive orders not to presume to fish 
for the London or Bristol market, but to go out and return every week to Waterford with whatever 
hsh he should take. They also gave him positive orders not to presume to fish in those places where 
he had before found abundance of fish, and those of an excellent quality. They ordered he should 
proceed to the westward of the Bay of Waterford, to a part of the bank, where he informed them it 
was very unlikely he could catch any at that season of the year. 

He obeyed their orders, and remained upwards of a week at anchor on the bank in very stormy 
weather, when hardly any other vessel was able to keep the sea. In this manner he was obliged to 
continue sailing out and in to the harbour of Waterford, not daring to approach his favourite fishing 
ground until the month of May, when the disputes about dissolving the company running very high 
the directors neglected to renew their prohibitory mandates ; of which this zealous fisherman imme^ 
diately_ took the advantage, and, proceeding to the fishing ground, carried three voj’ages of live fish to 
the Bristol market, in the months of May, June, and beginning of July, 1804. They arrived at Bris- 
tol in great perfection, and few died, although that time of the year is not considered favourable for 
•"f ,^^‘® good prices, the city of Bristol giving a bounty 

of 2s. bd. per cwt. on the fish weighed as brought to the market." ° ^ 



APPENDIX, No, XXIX. 



The Herring Fisheries. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Mitchell, of Leith, to Sir T. Charles Morgan, one of the Com- 
missioners for Inquiring into the Irish Fisheries, on the Habits of Herrings. 

Leith, 24th March, 1836. 

, honored with yours of the 4th instant, which has not been sooner answered, on account 

' 01 my absence from home. 

As to the migration of the Herring, an erroneous account has been widely disseminated by several 

The fish carried up by the Plicenix to the London market from the Nymph Bank, arrived at a period when there 
happened to be a glut m the market of fish from various quarters, nor were many of them very largef yet they sold at 
trom A3 to £5 the score, whereas at Waterford they would not have sold for more than 8s. or 10s. the score Fifty 
reckoned a full voyage of flve Cod ; these, about Christmas, will bring from £8 to £10 a score 
at iMlingsgate, hut often much more. The master of the Pheenix well-boat computed, that from the 18th of Decem- 
^’i to Waterford, until the end of April or middle of May, he could, with the assistance of the other 

whiiS'^at onlv ^"*aM month, making five voyages from that time. 



only £6 a score, would have produced £1000 over aud above what was jiroduced under the mode of manage- 
ment adopted by the Company. So difficult is it to obtain attention to reason or common sense in Ireland, where peo- 
ple are so ridiculously absorbed in party spirit, that the greatest benefits that could be bestowed, if proposed to he con- 
lerred by one p^ty, would be opposed by another 1 The reporter, who is a freeman of ttie city of Waterford, voted with 
tnend !V^. Bolton, who gave him information about the Nymph Bank, for Mr. Alcock, in opposition to Sir John 
fi • Rshing Company was proposed, for the purpose of depriving the reporter, and his 

friend, of tlie influence that it was thought would arise from the establishment of a Fishery which would render Water- 
ford the p ace of rendezvous for a trade in fish, taken, not only on the adjacent fisliing grounds, hut on Uiose along the 
whole of the north-western coast of Scotland, the Feroe Islands, and Ireland ; that cannot be equalled in any sitMtioii 
in the whole of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and, Ireland. ^ ^ 
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scientific works, of the Herrings “ coming in vast shoals from the^orth Pole.” &c. When the habits n„i.iu uf 
and character of this fish are duly investigated, it will be found to be contrary to reason- 

\ cannot here enter largely into the argument, but I shall state facts that may convince the Com- ^ 

missioners that the Herrings are truly natives of the seas adjoining the coasts which they visit. 

-Various coasts have particular descriptions of Herrings, so distinctly marked, that any person tho- 
roughly acquainted with the different kinds, can actually name the locality, on seeing the Herring 
For instance, of the varieties, those caught off Stadtland, in Norway, in the bemnnin® of the year, 
are of a -very large size (some the length of fifteen inches); in November and December, off Bergen, 
of a small size, similar to the Moray Frith Herring ; in the Baltic Sea, a small size of various locali- 
ties, from September to Christmas ; in the White Sea, of a medium size, in August and September ; 
in Behrings Straits, of a small size, in June ; on the American Coasts, from January to July, of 
inferior quality, and generally small; on the French coast, from Calais to Cape la Hogue, from No- 
vember to January, small, and of inferior quality ; off Shetland, large and coarse; Thurso, first of 
the season small and fat ; Moray Frith, a medium size and good quality; off Aberdeen, larger and 
coarser — these four last-mentioned localities are no great distance from each other — lastly, those 
caught near Ki lybegs are larger and coarser than those caught on this side of Ireland. 

Ihey are seldom seen at I'aroe, not aUiays at Iceland, and never at Greenland. 

The stomachs of the Balama Mysticetus, or common Whale, the Narwal, the Trichechus Rosmarus, 
the Walrus or Seahorse, inhabitants of the northern regions, have been examined, and their food has 
been found to consist of Actinia;, Scpi&, Medusa?, Cancri, Helices, &c., but never of Herrings; 
whereas the Balajiia Musculus, and Rostrata frequent the seas and coasts of Norway, Scotland, Ire- 
land, &c., and they feed principally on Herrings. 

Moreover, the Salmon, the Sprat, the Shad or Alosa, the Pilchard, the Tunny, have all their peri- 
odical visits and localities for the purpose of spawning, but we do not give them a distant home. 

From these facts, the deduction must be, that the Herring lives in the seas adjacent to the coasts to 
which tliey periodically resort to spawn. 

I have read in the original the Laws of the Dutch on the Herring Fishery, and I suspect that there 
must he some error iii the translation of the preamble of the Act of the Belgian Legislature, which, 
you say states that the Herring returns to the North Seas to spawn. Spawning is that bountiful 
arrangement of Providence, which causes them, as already said, to come upon our coasts. 

The spawn of Herrings is easily known, and cannot be mistaken, as you suppose, for medusas, or 
the living animal of the Coral. The Herring spawn immediately before leaving the coasts for the 
deep ; the nets of the fishermen are then often covered with thc'detached mifecundated eggs of the 
female, but these eggs found loose on the nets, are, driven out by the pressure of the twine. The 
really oviparous fecundated spawn, of which I have specimens in ray possession, is of a different de- 
scription, and wonderfully manifests the sublime behests of Creation. The proper incubation, (I must 
use the term for want of a better,) :s as follows : the female remains quiescent at the bottom, the 
whole of the roe is at once deposited ; the milt, thoroughly ripened in the male, has become changed 
from a solid mass to a substance of the colour and consistency of rich cream, it is extended upon the 
roe, and, mark the admirable adaptation, “a little leaven leavens the whole lump,” the roe becomes a 
firm united mass, somewhat larger than, but similar in shape to the roe in a full Flerring. Cohesion 
therefore is the first result, but a secend is embued ; this lifeless mass or egg-bed has the power of ad- 
hesion : it grasps firmly the stones, the rocks, the seaweed, See. ; the young are thus protected from 
the effects of storms and currents, to a certain extent, from being devoured by other fishes, and arc 
probably placed on a suitable feeding ground. 

From the preceding account of the process of spawning, you may anticipate my answer to your 
question, as to whether trawling can be injurious. I have no doubt that it must be so for several 
months after the Herring has spawned, and tiiat it will destroy the young of the Herring when trawl- 
ing is practised whore the young have been deposited. 

I shall conclude with a few general remarks applicable to the object of your inquiries. 

It is probable that there are many localities on the Irish coast, where Herrings resort, which are 
not pt discovered. It is only some thirty years ago that Herrings were first discovered to resort pe- 
riodically to the Firth, by a man dipping a bucket into the river. The fishermen trust too mudi to 
appearances, namely, Sea Fowl, Whales; &c- When you search for minerals, you bore the earth; 
in like manner, boats should be employed to search for this golden mine at various places and at various 
times, under the surveillance of experienced hands. 

The people ought to be taught to fish, and particularly to cure; quality ought to be made para- 
mount to quantity. The curers of this country were much benefited by some Dutch fishermen 
brought over, who cured Herrings under my own superintendence some years since. 

Foreign oak for Herring Barrels ought to be allowed to be imported free of duty ; the Dutch only 
cure in oak barrels. I had some over lately, and gave them to a caver, who sent his Herrings in them 
to Germany, and sold them as high as the Dutch Herrings. It is my opinion, that there is a preser- 
vative effect, and an agreeable taste imparted to the Herring by the oak. 

The quality of the salt is of great consequence ; all our British salt is bad, and mixed with bittern, 
muriate of magnesia, See. Premiums ought to be offered for its improvement. The Dutch salt is 
much superior, to ours. I had some over at a considerable expense ; the curer who tried it found his 
Herrings so much improved, that he has requested me to get more, although the price is about qua- 
druple what our common salt is. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN MITCHELL. 



APPENDIX, No. XXX. 

Foreign Fishermen. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Mitchell, of Leith, proposing the exclusion of Foreigners from the Fish- 
eries on the shores of Great Britain, dated 26th August, 1834. _ 

To the Right Honorable the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade. 

My Lords, — More than three y ears ago, at the urgent request of many of those most interested, I 
lad the honor of addressing your Lordships regarding the necessity of affording protection to our 
countrymen employed in the Herring Fishery on the British coasts, and particularly on the coasts of 
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Scotland ; and I am now again induced to address your Lordships, by observing from the speech 
made in Pariiament by Lord Palmerston on the 25th uitimo, that, notwithstanding the able report on 
the Channel Fisheries by a Committee of the Commons, dated August last year, and the information 
collected by your Lordships many months ago, from various ports on the coast of Scotland, no 
effectual steps have yet been taken by the Government for the protection of our fishermen on the 
British coasts. 

The evils then and since complained of are, 1st, that foreigners with their fishing vessels have, wi.. 
thin these few years, begun to come close in on the Scottish shore, to fish Herrings, which ought not 
to _ be permitted, because contrary to the law of nations, contrary to the interests of this nation, and 
evidently tending to the serious injury of a valuable fishery, and of a numerous and industrious class, 
who are peculiarly entitled not only to protection but encouragement. 

2nd. Another aggravating evil is, that in so doing they often hinder even our own fishermen from 
following their lawful a^’oeation, the large size of the foreign fishing vessels, and the great weight ana 
their nets, effectually preventing our fishermen from coming upon the grounds where 
the Herrings are most abundant, lest their boats should be injured, or their nets should be sunk or 
cut away. 

3rd. Many foreigners have a bad practice of shooting their nets several hours before sunset, which 
tends to disperse the Herrings, and therefore to injure the fishery, and which practice ought not to 
be permitted on our coasts. 

lo such an extent have these encroachments been carried, that foreign fishing vessels are beginning 
to enter British harbours, and their crews to go out and fish immediately adjacent, even on Sundays. 
Besides, this facility of approach, it is well known, enables many of the crews of such vessels to carry 
on a profitable trade in spirits, tobacco, and other contraband articles. 

The numerous and industrious classes of our fishermen, on the Scottish coasts, complain loudly and 
most justly of the want of pi-otection ; they see that harvest which belongs to themselves reaped by 
foreigners ; and such are the injuries they sustain, and the annoyances they meet with, that I have been 
told by some of the fishermen they intend giving up the fishing altogether, if protection be not afforded 
to them. 



Exclusitm of Foreign- 
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The encroachments of foreigners on the coast of Newfoundland, and the pusillanimous and un- 
justifiable concessions made by weak or ignorant administrations at former periods, (in consequence, 
solely in consequence, let it be observed, of such encroachments not having been timeously checked. 



and fixed rules a.s to distance laid down,) and the annoyance now so loudly complained of by our fish- 
ermen there, point out the necessity of immediate interference, and of fixed rules and limits being 
j^opted, as to the British coast. — Sae Young’s Letters on the British North American Colonies, 
Letter II. ’ 

Fortunately, there never was any doubt as to the right of excluding foreigners to a certain distance 
from our coasts ; and, indeed, until very recently, it is well known that foreigners never ventured to 
approach our shores to fish ; but, in absence of any fixed law, where practice and precedent super- 
sede or make the law,' I shall produce the most undoubted authorities to prove the right we have of 
excluding ; and as it appears that foreigners have been permitted to exclude our subjects to the dis- 
tance of three leagues from their coast, {See Report of House of Commons on Channel Fisheries, 
August 16, 1833, page 4,) that distance ought either to be at once and for ever made the rule by us, 
or we ought forthwith to determine what the distance shall be. 

I shall quote, 1st, some important treaties and authorities, proving the right of excluding gcnerallr 
from the coasts and seas. ^ 

2nd. 1 hose treaties and authorities in which distance is specially referred to or determined. 

And 3rd. I shall give the opinions of some of the most celebrated writers on international law, and 
of othere, all proving the undeniable right of excluding. 

the first place, as to the right of excluding generally from the coasts and seas, the following may 

III 1429, Eric X. King of Denmark and Norway, prohibited foreigners from fishing on the coast 
ot Iceland and Westmonia, but permitted them to come to North Bergen, in Norway, to purchase 
fish ; and Ring Henry VI. of England, on the complaint of said king, issued a proclamation, prohi- 
biting English vessels from fishing or trading at any other place in those dominions tlian at North 
Bergen; which law, we find, had continued till 1478, for Edward IV. granted a special licence to 
R. Alcock of Hull to proceed to Iceland, there to load fish or other goods. — Riimer’s Fcedm-a, vol 
xii, page 94. 

In 1480, a treaty was entered into between Edward IV. and Christian I., wherein it was stipulated 
mat no Englishman should resort to Iceland, without special license and safe conduct from the King of 
Denmark. — Rymer’s Fasdeo-a, vol. xii, page 120. ° 

, Henry VII. and John 11. of Denmark, permission was obtained for 

the English to fish on the coasts of that kingdom, upon the understanding that license was to be first 
asked and obtained, and only for seven years, de septennio in septennium. — Rumei^s Fadera, vol. 
xii, page 381. ^ ' 

In 1553, Philip II. of Spain obtained a license for his subjects to fish upon the north coast of Ireland, 

twenty-one yeai-s, paying yearly for the same £1000 Burroughs on the sov&reigntti 

of the British sea. ^ 

f. Christian IV. of Denmark refused to grant Queen Elizabeth liberty for her subjects to 

SI at Westmony, near Iceland, or even to fish at Iceland, without first obtaining a license, agreeably 
to ancient treaties. — Rpmer’s Fcedera, vol. xvi. page 275. 

n Octobe^l609, King James I. issued a proclamation, prohibiting foreign nations from fishing on 
tne coasts of Great Britain ; and, accordingly, the Dutch, the subsequent year, made a treaty with 
Jiim, agreeing to pay a certain sum for liberty to fish in the British sans.— Salmon’s Chronology, vol. 

J, = Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol. i, page 478. 

cl," f ’ I. issued a similar proclamation, prohibiting all persons, not his natural born 

fl the coasts and seas of Great Britain and Ireland, without a special license 

v Majesty, {Rymei’s Fcedera, vol. xx, page 15,) and the Dutch accordingly paid 

summer._J2«s7i«;orf/i’s Co7. 322. 

^ P®2ce and commerce was entered into between King Charles I. of England 

ana Uinstian IV. of Denmark, article 14th of which stipulates that the subjects of Great Britain shall 
no proceed to the places prohibited by former treaties, without the special license of his Majesty, 
askea and granted, unless compeUed by siaxxn.-RymeT’ s Fcedera, vol. xx, page 336. 
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Secondly, the following prove, most satisfactorily, what the practice is and has been as to dis- 
tance : — ■ 

According to Welwood, an old writer on Scotch law, an ancient treaty existed between the Scotch 
and Dutch, that the latter should not fish within eighty miles of the shore. He says, “ Non possum 
pr£Dterire, quod ante stcculiim hoc post cruentissimam ex occasionibus maritimis discordiara inter Scotos 
Batavosque, res in hunc modum composita fuit, ut Batavi imposterum abstinerent ab oris Scoticis ad 
ocUiaginta saltern’ milliaria.” — Welwood, de doininio mavis, cap. 3, I6l5. 

We find in Spottiswood’s History of Scotland, that it was agreed between the Commissioners of 
England and Scotland, in the second year of the reign of king James I., that the fishing within the 
distance of fourteen miles from the shore, “ where neither English nor other strangers have used to 
fish,” should, as before, be reserved exclusi^-ely to the Scotch History of Scotland, p. 483- 

By the treaty of Utrecht, (in 1713,) the subjects of France are excluded from fishing on the coasts, 
seas, bays, and rivers of Nova Scotia, and coasts of Newfoundland, “ with the exception of that part of 
the coasts of Newfoundland stretching from Cape Bonavista to Point Richo and the 15th article 
says, “And whereas it is insisted on tile part of Spain that certain rights of fishing at the Island of 
Newfoundland do belong to the Guipuscoans, or other subjects of the Catholic king, her Britannic 
Majesty consents and ^rees that all such privileges as the Guipuscoans and other people of Spain are 
able to make claim to by right, shall be allowed and preserved to them.” 

In the preliminary articles of peace between France and Britain, signed at Fountainbleau the 3rd 
November, 1762, are the following important stipulations : — 

Art. 3. And his Britannic Majesty consents to leave to his most Christian King’s' subjects tbe liberty 
to fish in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, on condition that the subjects of France do not exercise the said 
fishery but at the distance of three leagues from all the coasts belonging to Great Britain, as well those 
of the continent as those of the islands situated in the said Gulf of St. Lawrence ; and as to what re- 
lates to the fishery out of said Gulf, his most Christian Majesty’s subjects shall not exercise the fishery 
but at the distance of fifteen leagues from the coasts of the Island of Cape Breton. 

Art. 17th says, His Catholic Ma.jesty desists from all pretension which be may have formed to the 
right of fishing about the Island of Newfoundland. 

By the treaty of Paris, 1783, the exclusions were continued, with some modifications as to the 
coast of Newfoundland 

And by treaty of Pains, 1814, the same conditions of exclusion are agreed upon, in terms of for- 
mer treaties. 

Having thus quoted several treaties, both in ancient and modern times, bearing upon this important 
question whore the exclusive right of a nation to the fishery on her coasts has been fully and clearly 
established, I shall now, thirdly, proceed to quote the opinions of civilians and othcre, whose authority 
must have great weight on such a question. 

Vattel says, “ If a nation have on their coast a particular fishery of a profitable nature, and of 
which they have become masters, shall they not be permitt’ed to appropriate to themselves that boun- 
teous gift of nature as an appendage to the country they possess, and to reserve to themselves the 
great advantage which their commerce may thence derive, in case of there being a sufficient abun- 
dance of fish to supply the neighbouring states ?” — Dominicum Slaris, 129. 

Bodinus says, by the common law of all maritime nations, the right of fishing extends to the 
distance of thirty leagues from the coast. — Bod de Rep. lib. i. cap. 10. 

In Grotius’ celebrated treatise, Mare Liberum, we shall find that this celebrated author does not 
even hint at claiming for his countrymen, the Dutch, the right of fishing on our coasts: what he 
argues for, is the right of freedom of navigation, and of fishing on the seas. — Vide Groiuts, Mare Li- 
berum, cap. v. But vide also Seldon’s Mare Clausum. 

Baldus says that those countries bordering on the sea are entitled to claim orle hundred miles out- 
wards. — Bald, ad L. de Rer. Bom. 

Welwood, before-mentioned, quotes several authorities in proof of the correctness of his own opi- 
nion, that the sea to the distance of one hundred miles from the shore is the property of and subject 
to the adjacent country. 

On the debate upon a motion brought forward by Sir John Newport in 1815, Lord Castlereagh, 
who on such a question is good authority, stated, “ By the law of nations we have clearly the right 
of exclusive fishing within the jurisdiction of our own territories, but how far that jurisdiction ex- 
tended was a question open to discussion.” 

An excellent modern authority says, “ The dominion of the state over the neighbouring sea extends 
as far as her safety renders it necessary, and her power is able to assert it.” — Chitty, Commercial 
Law, page 143. 

Dr. Lushington has given it as his opinion, that three miles’ distance at least may be insisted upon 
as the limits within which no foreigner should be permitted to fish. — See debate in the House of 
Commons, 25th July, 1834. 

It is respectfully submitted, that sufficient evidence is here given to prove the right we possess of 
protecting and preserving this important fishery, by excluding foreigners. But I will now bring for- 
ward the best evidence in the w'orld upon this important question, namely, The Report of the Com- 
mittee of the Commons on the Channel Fisheries, dated 16th August last year; and the following 
extracts state facts so broadly and distinctly, bearing expresslj'' upon the question of encroachments, 
that it must certainly strike every impartial observer with astonishment,-that the recommendation of 
that important Committee, added to the information obtained by your Lordships from Scotland, have 
not long before this placed our fisheries in security from foreign aggression. 

“ While these proceedings” (namely, annoyances and gradual encroachments, as fully proved by 
voluminous evidence, and similar to those complained of by the Scotch fishermen,) “ are taking 
place upon the English side of the Channel, on the part of the subjects of France, the fishermen of 
England are not allowed to fish within three leagues of the French coast ; but, on their approaching 
that limit, have been warned off by the Revenue or Police Coast Guard vessels in the service of the 
French Government, and told that they will not be allowed to fish within that distance of their 
shore.” — Page 4. 

“ Your Committee also think it right to observe, that great attention on the part of the French 
Government appears to be paid to the encouragement and extension of their Channel fisheries, par- 
ticularly as a nursery for their seamen ; for which latter purpose they require so large a number as 
eighteen or twenty men to be carried on board each fishing vessel ; and it is stated in evidence be- 
fore your Committee, that bounties are also granted in aid of their fisheries. While to these causes, 

cr 2 
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'hUclnuhn of Fureign- therefore, your Committee attribute the greatly increased numbers of the French fishermen, and 
/'VV(«riM^observe the decrease and distresses of our own, they deem it their duty to suggest that all possible 
Ijf Orea! Mntam. protection and encouragement should be promptly given to the English fisheries,- not only in justice 
' ' ' ~ to the parties engaged in them, but regarding them in'a national point of view as the most valuable 

source of supply to our navy. 

“ Now in order to remedy the grievances at present sustmned by the English fishermen from the 
interference of their rival neighbours, as already mentioned, your Committee are of opinion that 
foreign fishermen should he prevented, at all seasons of the year, from fishing within one league or 
such other distance of the English coast, as by the law or usage of nations is considered to belong 
exclusively to this country, so tliat the fishermen of England may at least be placed upon an equal 
footing with those of foreign states, as regards the protection afforded to them by their own country; 
and, further, that all foreign fishermen should be required to observe, during the spawning or breed- 
ing season of fish, all such laws or regulations as may be imposed upon the English fishermen for 
the better preservation of the spawn and brood of fish in the bays and shallow water upon our coast. 
To accomplish these objects, your Committee recommend bis Majesty’s Government be requested* 
to give directions both to the Lords of the Admiralty and the Commissioners of his Majesty’s Cus- 
toms, that all Officers of the Customs arsd of Revenue, and other cruizing vessels upon the coast 
may be instructed to prevent foreign fishermen from fishing within such prescribed distance of 
the shore ; to enforce the observance of the laws and regulations before-mentioned, as well by our 
own people as by foreigners ; and to protect the English fishermen from aggression at sea. 

Your Committee also earnestly repeat their opinion, that the present state of our Channel fish- 
eries satisfies them that their interests have been too long neglected, and that it is of ttie first impor- 
tance, as well to the naval and commercial prosperity of this country, as to the local interests con- 
nected with the fisheries, that the welfare of these valuable establishments should receive the further 
attention of Parliament, and of his Majesty’s Government in particular; and they beg leave to 
submit the various suggestions contained in this report to the early and serious consideration of this 
House.” — Ditto, page 18. 

It gives me much pleasure to be able to point out to your Lordships so satisfactory and indubitable 
a chain of proofs in favor of the claims for protection made by our fishermen. The wisdom of the 
Government can judge, from the analogous circumstances of the Oyster fishery of France, and the 
Cod fisheries on the coasts of British America, as to the proper distance other nations should be re- 
stricted to ; and the necessity of immediate and prompt interference is fully proved by the encroach- 
ments made in the one case, and the firmness maintained as to the limits in the other. I would 
most humbly suggest that, to remedy the evils complained of, the Fishery Board, (one of the best 
managed establshments in Europe, and which, by its judicious and well-applied regulations, has 
raised the character of British Herrings to a most extraordinary degree within a few years, and upon 
the existence of which Board, and its Officers, the prosperity of- the fisheries depends,) should be 
authorised by the Government to take proper measures for excluding foreigners from fishin<r on our 
coasts ; aiid^ for this purpose, one or two cruizers should be placed at their disposal ; and, in addition 
the Coast Guard might be authorised to give their aid when required. ’ 

I have the honor to be, mv Lords, your verj' obedient servant, 

JOHN MITCHELL. 



Siilinoii Ti'init, d-o. 



APPENDIX, No. XXXI. ' 

The Fisheries of The Herrides. 

Extract from a Report on the State of the Outer Hebrides, or Long Island, by Mr. William 
Macgillivray, A.M — A Prize Essay published by the Highland Society of Scotland, 1830. 

The sea swarms with fishes of mimerous kinds. The most important arc the Ling, the Cod, the 
Tusk, the Coal-fish, tho Dog-fish, the Herring, and the Haddock. The Gurnet, the Skate, the Thornbacic 
i the Turbot, the common Flounder, the Plaice, the Conner, the sand Eel, the Lump-fish, and many others’ 
are common. The Dog-fish occurs off the west coast in prodigious shoals, and is more particularly 
fished for by the people of Barvas, who dispose of the oil obtained from it, in Stornaway. 

_ The biisking Shark, named Kerban, by the Hebridians, is a very remarkable species. Its leno-tli 
IS from twenty to forty feet or more ; its colour blackish above, light below. It appears in the sounds 
and along the coasts, in tlie beginning of summer, in large droves, often remaining motionless at the 
surface for hours together, in calm' weather. It is perfectly harmless, and is easily harpooned. For- 
merly its visits were more regular ; and, in most of the hamlets on the cast coast harpoons and lines 
were kept for the purpose of capturing it. The only useful part is the liver, which yields from two 
to eight barrels of very clear oil. ■' 

Prodigioiis shoals of Sand-eels are often to be seen along the sandy shores, in which they burrow, 
and where they are procured at low water, by means of hooks similar to a common sickle, but with 
under teeth. 

Toward the end of the summer, and during the whole of autumn, the coasts are lined with myriads 
of the fry of the Coal-fish, which are here named Cuddies, together with multitudes of the sSrae 
lish m Its second yoai-, named then Sythc. In the third year it is about a foot and alialf in leimth, 
and, when full-grown, becomes dry and coarse. ® 

The best Cod is obtained at a distance from the coast, but the younger individuals frequent the vici- 
nity ot shoals and sunk-rocks hi the sounds aiidbays. The Gurnet is very abundant, as is the Haddock in 
some parts, while m others it is never seen. Skate of enormous size sometimes occur, and Floun- 
ders of several species arc abundant along the sandy shores. 

1 be Herrnig IS by no m'eans plentiful in the outer Hebrides. Along the eastern coasts, it some- 
times occurs in the lochs and creeks in considerable abundance; but on the west coast seems to be 
rare. Kog, in Lewis, was, many years ago, celebrated as the resort of very large Herrings, 

which arrivedjicro about Christmas, and disappeared inafew weeks; they discontinued their visits 
tor a long senes of years, but have of. late reappeared. 

The lakes and rills are also plentifully supplied with fishes. The fresh-water species, however, are 
not numerous, although the individuals of which they are composed are extremely so. The Salmon 
ascends all the streams of any size, and occurs particularly in that issu'.mr from Lochlangavat, in 
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Lewis, in a stream near Keose, in the same district, in that at the head of Loch Resort, between Fisheries if the lle- 
Lewis and Harris, at Bunantree, in the latter country, and in several places in the Uists. The sea brides. 

Trout, also ascends the rivulets, and at certain seasons occurs plentifully in some of the lakes, 
and almost every pool, swarms with Trout of numberless varieties ; among which, hon-ever, I have 
only seen two species, the common Trout and Char, the latter rare. The rivulets also afford the 
former in abundance, as well as the Par. The common Eel and fresh-water Lamprey, both held in 
detestation by the Hebridians, are the only other species which have occurred to me in fresh water. 

Even the Loche, Minnow, and Stickleback, so common in the rivers, pools, and ditches of the main- 
land, do not seem to exist in these islands. 



APPENDIX, No. XXXII. 

Suggestions for Improving the Curing of Coll and Ling Fish. 

[From a recently established Newspaper, entitled “ The Shetland Journal,” published monthly in 
London, for circulation in the Shetland Islands.] 

Spain presents a good and a very extensive market for dried Cod and Ling fish, and at one period Curing of Cod and 
the Shetland Ling fish had the preference lliere to all others. From the defective manner of curing, how- 
ever, which has prevailed for some time past in Shetland, and the improvement in this process which 
has been made in other places, the Shetland fish has become absolutely unfit for the Spanish markets. 

To remedy this, must surely be worth the attention both of fishermen and curers, and in fulfilment of 
one of the chief purposes for which the Shetland Journal has been established, the promotion of lo- 
cal improvements, we shall give some information on the manner in which fish ought to be cured, in 
order to render it fit for the Spanish market. 

The principal defects in the Shetland curing are, 1st, want of sufficient attention to the cleaning of 
the fish, bits of gut being allowed to remain, and the interior membrane, or, to speak in our own dia- 
lect, the black striffin, left in the lugs of the fish. 2nd, orcrloa^ng the fish with salt. 3rd, not suffici- 
ently drying it. 

The remedies are obvious — more careful cleaning, less salting, and better drying. To cure fish 
well, there should be a tolerably large quantity cured at one station. Less salt should be used, and it 
is considered, that if, instead of the common Liverpool salt, a portion at least of Lisbon, St. Ubes, or 
Cadiz salt, were used, it would be found a greater improvement, as from the greater strength, a much 
less quantity would be required to preserve the fish. The fish would thus not be so liable- to give. It 
would not show so much of the salt, but exhibit that clean, yellow, and transparent appearance uhich 
is held so much in esteem by the Spaniards. On the coast of Yorkshire, where the curing of Ling 
and Cod has been brought to greater perfection than at any other station in the kingdom, the method 
of drying is pretty nearly the same as that followed in Shetland, with this addition: — After the fish 
has been dried to that degree, or rather more, which we shall call thoroughly dried, and fit for housing 
or shipping, it is put up into one large pile, and left to stand for ten or twelve days, which is called 
sweating it. ' It is then opened out, carefully sorted, and the fish again exposed to the sun and air for 
a longer or a shorter period, as may be found requisite from the degree in which the different fish 
may have given or sweated, and thus the whole parcel becomes thoroughly and evcnl3'^ cured. 

in Spain, every cargo or parcel of fish is, on landing, assorted into three classes, namely — 1st, Mer- 
cante, or merchantable. 2nd. Medianillo, or middling. 3rd. Roto, or broken and inferior. 

The proportions which the prices of these classes bear to’feach other, are as 30, 20, and 10. In 
a cargo of Yorkshire fish, the proporiion of the first class is generally about three-fourths of the 
whole. In a cargo of Shetland fish, the proportion has seldom exceeded one-fourth. Hence the ad- 
vantage of superior curing for that market is obvious. That a loss of weight is incurred by the fish 
being more highly dried, we are aware, and also admit that the curer who may cure his fish in the man- 
Bier we have pointed out, is entitled to a better price than he who cures it in the inferior manner in 
which it is now done. Nor need he doubt of obtainingit. The sj'stem of current prices for all qua- 
lities, we prophesy, will soon be broken up. 
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Report from the Isle of Man^ from Messrs. Townsend and Barry, Commissioners of Inquirj-. 

Douglas, Isle of Man, 2Sth Jamiary, 1836. 

Wo arrived here from Liverpool on Monday night, and have been since engaged in a most inte- 
resting inquiry into the fisheries of this Island. We have every reason to congratulate the Boai-d on 
having adopted the judicious suggestion of our Chairman, that a visit should he paid to this quarter. 
The Herring Fishery of the Isle of Man, almost wholly confined to the western coast, involves directly 
the interest of a great part of our eastern coast of Ireland ; and the practical observations made by an 
exceedingly intelligent small maritime communiU’, being applicable to either side of the Channel, 
must be important. The fishery has, as may well be supposed, been from the earliest limes a subject 
of deep interest to the inhabitants, and has occupied the attention of the local Legislature from the 
remotest period of its historj'. The Statute-books contain, from 1610 down to a very late period, some 
of those short and concise gems of legislation on the subject of the Fisheries, that may well be con- 
trasted with many of those verbose and unintelligible productions that may be found coniino- from 
quarters said to be more civilized. All the public records of the Island have, with the utinos” cour- 
tesy, been rendered available to our inquiry ; ami we have been assisted in our personal examinations 
by the principal authorities, with the most unremitting attention. Both sides of the question ha\c 
been exhibited to us with the utmost candour, and we have been afforded every fair opportunity of 
forming just conclusions on the important but perplexing questions of restrictions and regulations.'^ 

It is proper to state, that here no hope or desire seems to prevail, that any species of unnatural 
•stimulus in the shape of bounties, cither directly or under any other name, should be expected from 
the Government, the authorities seeking only for permission to protect themselves af^ainst certain a«-- 
gressions that have, according to the opinions of the most intelligent persons, been calculated fo 
destroy a most valuable source of employment and profit. It is quite cheering fo observe the identity 
of feeling which seems to prevail here between the constituted authorities, the higher classes, and (he 
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lid Geo. ly , chap. 79, the Herriog Fishery of this Island afforded, not only to its inhabitants, but 
0 those of the east co^t of Ireland, a most abundant and profitable source of employment. TheTth 

soclton of the statute above-mentioned confirmed to the Scotch Board of Fisheries riehts which by the 
previoos Br.twh Fishery Acts of 48th and 55th Geo. III. formerly existed, of framL reonlationlfor 
h°r,n',Xd »f «■» »f Mao- This revival of the power wonfd sfom to hive 

Um irisf Art *11*"™“*’ *" oonseqoenco of the Isle of Man having been named in 

and it waslilifiel toll. d’ v’ ' .*PC “I’ enactment, an office! was appointed! 

forced rer. rt„d from S fi" A S ' S'" 1 °"'^ ‘'esolafieoe should be enl 

sfr™ .bin 1 1 - ’ I" ‘he euminet of 1823, a Herring Fishery 

advontoe!, fro, r’’ ' ''ll ' ‘““oS i"<lneements to sevotS 

h. pros"ut S'* ef.Seotland, to join their MaSx and Irish conntryS 

prosecuting annually the Herring Fishery on the west coast of this island. 

bitVd ,h»" " ““ .’'Ti’"!!" “ “'■'T ■“ “””"8 "‘hen salutary regulations, prohi- 

abouVthe neTdSi' T' °b-“° hefore the 16th July, Old Style, tLt havino^boen 

"'‘’^'’’.'‘“"•'"’“‘““e'uorinl, tho shoals of Herrings were believed not to 
have sufficiently settled and embodied in the Channel i”the impatience or avarice, or perhZSe spit °t 
Ml'do.“‘fthe'artfr^^^ amongthe strangms, they utterly disregarded this old regulation, and sometimes 
MtiLipated the arrival of the shoals, and not allowing them to settle, they took them in their pro- 
E Tab da\h!' Ad thus destroying the “goose and the golden egg.” 
Mar- oVthe 2 M P l""* " “.“““‘■'“o i the strangers regarded not the “ Lawfot 

Man. On the 22nd F^ruar 3 ', 1827, a petition from a large body of the native fishermen was 

referred by the Court of Tynwald to a Committee of the Local Legislature, and a Report founded 
upon It, winch, for the simplicity and clearness of its statements, and for its sensible and respectful 
stylo, could not for the purpose be excelled, was transmitted by the Lieutenant Governor to 

a y o t le Scotch Board, m whom the superior authority was fully admitted to exist ; and althou'vh 
a correspondence followed, the gnevance has never been redressed, and the fisheries of the island 
have progressively dwindled to a mere name. Four hundred vessels, giving employment to upwards 
of two thousand men, have diminished to less than half that number, and the^Manx fisherman sees 
himself and his family pauperised by an encroachment upon those laws which his ancestors had framed 
for his protection, and winch the most intelligent and diLterestod persons here unite in beheS to 

^ 

rallv°nr!vSni"’ examination of the most intelligent persons, the correctness of the gene- 

rally pevaient opinion, has been the main object of our inquhy, conceiving, as we do, that the fuel 

Tlllvidlnrf applicable to other places similarly ci^-cumstanced. 

Ihe evidence taken here, and the extracts from the laws of the island bearlmv upon tho Fisheriel 
itffict manyrespects extremely hitfesfnl " 

hfrnb trawhng by the Liverpool boats, for nearly half the year, on two coral 

banks on the eastern side of tins island, where Herrings are believed to spawn, Ls formed another 

We have visited the extensive curing and drying-houses of Messrs. Holmes in this place now totallw 
T minute” inquiries upon the important subject of building and equlp- 

p ng fishing vessels here, where the exclusion from heavy duties enables adventurers to use matSb 
i°n iSand? ^ at prices in some cases less than one-third of what the same articles cost 



(Signed) 



H. TOWNSEND. 
JAMES R. BARRY. 



DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE REPORT. 

[.D, 23nr> Juxe, 1610, i-oa Recul.vtikc tub PlEsr.i.vs FisniNGs.-(Lil3r. Scaccari, 1610.) 






Lord’s and B.aron’s ^***““8 ! do ordaiu, appoint, and enact, for law to Le’ observed ^very LerfaRor in titifisle * that 'nil and 



t of every 



tiw.dfrrll.bmg.- - »gbt f.tbon,'of .ol. fri-ni.b.d Iritb cSroi- b.,.,., tl.M i 

quarter ol ground ught fathoms, containing three deepinas of nine score meshes upon flie roPe 

_ op Tynwald, 1610, helative to the Herring Fishery. 

^and^how*hr'iTfrit>'l^'^^^ and concerning the same, which the Water Bailiff is to see executed- 

seafaring affail ' ^ redressing of trespasses at tho Herringfishing, as well as other 

8pe^^lfp^m™fof'M?rente®anlort poor Isnnd receives, in enabling the tenants for the better and 

when os iill other tLir ?"'* wherewithal to supply their other wants and occasions, 

Proclamation to Lc it hath beau the incessant tareZd rSarro^/tifj advantages and gains unto them. So 

made in June’yearly, out, and rather hefore, unonhrTvnffr^d the Goiernment of thus isle, always when tlie season of such fisliing Ms 
oacb,.,«r hJ.’ whole As..rohte o7;u!^K fear, to make open and public proclamation to the 

Its to be in readiness, -when- 
s to obtain such, it was' the 



of approachiug Her- whole Assembly of the’island torem^n.irhpm 

imeMimg. ,.„.r il God to .,„1 £™tfi S-” 1- P'"v>ai.ms ,11.1|- b..t, ..d n 



■e'ora. Oim g»™“ 3 m™ “Inlf"®’ •"i « 

befr,!wb™’ls’tbratb!le’l!iS'lrt if Tv Yv"’""' “ Baron’s tenants, shoald provide eight fathoms of 

ilabm., oat " evlrt oireTof ""1 •> «o,v,) f.tni.bod ivitb b.i„ and eSrk. read, for 
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And lest that some persons should he too forward to fish, before the fish should well ground about the land, and so 
frightenit away, it wes also pro\ided that no person or persons whatever, should attempt to shoot for the fish till after 
the 16th of July, which was then apprehended to be the season for such fishing. 

And when it pluaseth God to send this blessing of fish about the isle, the water hailiff, upon notice tJiereof, as he is 
termed Admiral, is to tabu immediate core and cause to have all tlie boats of the island or fleet to come to such a 
place as the fish is, to drive for the same, and to see after my Lord’s custom fish ; and that there he good order observed 
amongst them, (wliich he is to redress if there he not.) and to hold and observe these courses and orders following, viz.;— 

That none ^all be admitted to fish from Saturday morning till Sunday night, after sunset, upon pain of forfeiture 
of his hunt and nets ; or fish in the day time without special liberty from the officers or water bailiff ; or that there 
he a great necessity for it. 

And no man is to shoot liis nets till the Admiral or Vice-Admiral have first taken in their flags, or to give a watch- 
word if the night he dark ; that they may know when to shoot their nets ; and whosoever is found to offend herein, 
forfeiteth 10s. to the Lord, and twenty days imprisonment. 

And whosoever shall wilfully shoot his nets across, overthe nets of another, or shall use any draw-nets or stake-nets, 
during the time of fishing, shall forfeit 10s. 

And if any shall cut any buoys or corks off any man's rets, or shake or take any Herrings out of the same, shall he 
proceeded against by a jury ns in the nature of felony. 

And if any of the fleet do, hy God’s blessing, meet with the sculof fish, or get good store thereof, and reveal not the 
same to the next boat to bini, lhatso the same might be discovered from boat to boat, throughout the whole fleet, to 
the end every of them might be partakers of that blessing, that every one so offending is to be fined 40s. besides im- 
prisonment. 

Also that if any shall lay violent bands uprn, or strike any of bis fellows, or give lum uncharitable language on sea 
board, oruiider the full sea mark, such person to be punished by forty days imprisonment, and to be fined besides, at 
the water baibff’s di.scretion. 

And if any draw blood hy \dolent strokes on sea hoard, or nnder full sea mark, shall forfeit his goods to the Lord’s 

^ Also the water bailiff sh.tll have out of every boat, as oft as they fish, a certain measure called a Kyhbon full of 
Herrings; and whusoeverreluseth to give tliesame, or twelve pence in money, in lion thereof, shall be excluded from 
the fleet. 

And that the waterbnililf shall empannel forth Jurors of Enquiry, to present all such as either contemn or break 
any of tliese orders, or commit any other offences or misdemeanors in the Herring fishing time ; and at the Admiral 
Court, give in these ])re£en(ments, that fines may be imposed upon them by the Court. And that upon every Saturday, 
hy 2 o'clock in the altenioou, during the fishing time, ^e n'ater bailiffis to sit and iiold an Admiral Court, as well to 
inflict pucisliments upon all olfenders, as to reform all wrongs comniitted through the fleet. 

And every master of a boat, and all othors bis fishermen, are to attend the same Court to serve upon jurors or other 
JBecessary occasions, as they shall be required unto, upon pain of fining. 

And the water hailiff may also, os oft as such occasions fall out, call a Court, and impaimel jnrors, to determine all 
controversies, that concern seafaring or maritime affairs, betwixt party and party, at any otlier lime, in what conve- 
nient place he pleaseth to sit, the same by virtue of his office, either upon the suit of any party, or in pursuance of 
any order for the transmitting of any case from Chancery to be so determined, as most incident and proper to that 
<-ourse of determination. [An Abstract from the Statute Laws of the Isle of Man. 

George Savage. 
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No. II.— Ex.ami.vatioks 



COMJIITTEK, TO WnOM WAS REFERRED BY 

Certain riSHCRME.'J, &c. 



THE Tyxwaid Court, the Purmox op 
Peel, 15th August, 1826. 



IVilliam Tarhett is master of a boat ; has observed many of the English and Irish boats fishing this season, early in 
June. These boats have made a practice of .shooting their nets before sujiset. It is his opinion, and that of many old, 
experienced fishermen, that it is not proper to begin the Herring fishery until the first week in July, and that tliat 
period would be too early if the weather should then be fine and the nights light ; he thinks the fishery has been spoiled 
Ibis year by commencing so early. That the English fishermen have been Ssliing on tlie Manx coast about five sea- 
sons ; they fish differently to the Manx. The meshes of tlieir nets arc smaller than the Manx stets. They use no weights 
to their nets, which ore floated hy buoys and small corks. In general the nets of one English boat are three times the 
length of a Manx boat’s net — the English nets are also deeper. The Irish nets are floated hy ’uuoys and corks, but 
are sunk with stones 

Last year he took three far barrels to sea, and after tlie nets were shot, set them on fire, fastened to the frames of 
nets ; he thinks the ex|)eriment was successful ; he caught six or seven maze of Hen-iiigs that night. He is certain the 
Herrings were not frightened ; hut theexperiment was not repeated, ns the Manx fisheimen threatened to go to law 
with him for doiiBg so. lie has heard old fishermen say that the Herrings have been dispersed byfisliingso early in the 
season as has been the practice of late years. There is acoral bank about three miles from the shore, abreastofthe 
Niarbil ; about sLx or seven yeais ago spawn fish were caught on that hank in the month of August ; he has seen none 
caught since. 

John Morrison has been master of a boat 40 years ; there is a cor.il hank in the Big Bay, about three miles from the 
shore, where he has seen small quantities of spawn fish taken. Of late years the Herring fishery has commenced much 
too early ; about twenty years ago the Duke of Athol came to this island in the month of Jtuie, and he ordered some of 
the fishing boats to sea ; since that lime the fishermen persist in commencing the fishing before the month of July. 
The year before hast, many of the boats ;fisliing for the bounty began to fish very early, and shot their nets during the 
day. During the last three years the fishery has been begun unusually early in the year, and great injury has been ' 
the consequence in bis opinion, and also by the practice which psirtially prevails amongst tbe English and Irish boats, 
of shooting nets before sunset. His experience ejtables him to say that the fish would collect in large shoals if not dis- 
turbed early in the season. 

Isaac Hulchin, master and owner of the boat “ Jano,” has been going to the Herring fishery for forty years. It was 
the custom, iiulil of late years, not to begin the fishing before tlie ath of July. To the best of liis opinion, since they 
have been in the habit of beginning to fish early in the season, die fishing has not been so good ; and he has observed 
that the fish has not collected nor approached so close to the shore. He has seen the English and Irish fishermen shoot- 
ing tlieir nets before sunset. 

Thomas Burns, of Arklow, master of the “ Rover,” has followed the fishing eighteen years. He has fished seven sea- 
sons oil the coasts of the island ; began to fish at Arklow on the 14th of May. They begin to fish at Arklow as soon ns 
the fish appear, and before they settle on the coasts. In his opinion, fishing so early in the year has done great damage 
to the fishery on the Irish coast. The Arklow boats shoot thoir nets from the larboard, the Manx boats from the star- 
hoard side. The nets are never shot on the Iri.sh coast before sunset. He is of oinniontliat the shoals of fish wHch come 
upon the Manx coast arc sought after and fished hoforc they have time to embody and settle, and if the shoal was once 
settled, it would not he so easily scared ; and he thinks that from the 28th June to 5th July is soon enough to com- 
mence the fisliing on the coasts of the Isle of Man. 

William Sherwood, waster of tlie “ Rose in June,” of Arklow, has been engaged in the Herring fishery for 15 years. 
The summer fishing commences about the 1-lth May upon the coast of Arklow, and continues for six weeks ; it begins 
again in November, when the Herrings leave the Arklow coast. He is of opinion that they go to the northward, as in 
ihe summer fishery they are caught to the south side of the net, and in the winter fishery to the north side. This is tlie 
third season of his fishing on the coasts of tbe Isle of Man. The fishennen are not restricted as to the time of fishing on 
the Arklow coast, hut he tliinks it would be better if they were restricted, as, in his opinion, thefish ore scared by begin- 
ning to fish too early upon the coast of Arklow, and also upon the coast of tlie Isle of Man. The Irish fishermen shoot 
their nets after sunset, and if they have a clear berth, drive for the night. They never examine their nets, or prove them 
during the night. He considers the Irish mode of fisliing is to he preferred, and would kill more fish than theM.anxmode, 
(three Herrings for one.) He considers the Manx boats to be too large, tbe largest of tbe Arklow boats being 15 tons. 
The Manx fishermen examine their net s often during the night, and from tbe size of their boats, they drive much faster 
than the Arklow boats. He is of opinion that the fi.shery commences too early on the coasts of this island. 

James Campbell lias been master and owner of a boat for many years. He thinks when the Calf lights are lighted, 
is quite time enough to shoot the nets, or half an hour after sunset in the beginning of tlie season. He is of opinion 
that it is very injurious to begin the fishery before the first week of July. He remembers that .about eighteen years ago 
there were lai'ge quantities of Dog fish, Hake, andlarge Blocken, or Licenegbs, on the Manx coast, and there was a 
small take of Herrings that year. He objects to the fishing in June, on account of the fine weather, and bright short 
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Robert Cornn Jinks is of tl.e same oiiiniou as xVIr. Campbell, 
riot,S.t£™™S£™?,rt.£?S£S;^ h..anyi„ju- 

ilKirAS 

No. III. — Rnpoa’ 



TiiiieofsbootiiigNeSs 
Noise injurious. 
Rik'lmrds. 



Migi-ationof Herrings. 



-HrCOMMI- 

HE i'U’i'ITION' OF CEaTAIN ± 1!.«i-.k.i 

HEaitrNG Fishebv o.v these Co.vf 



R lOtb OP August 
■ h PRACTICES INJURIOUS 



It TOald □.,,,„ Hat, coatVary to the Seill reeeSadSS 

brssrSate 

d:ssF"^^“ a».sSd?t;S”ia£^ 
£.S£T£:£S-Ssti.S=F^FlH^ 

nSirr^jss ?' "' “ =s- H. .to... ., 

m-o unanimous on this heal with only one eucc'ption a fitlierm’an w!! 1*?°^*''*'^^?^ examined bj- your Committee 
early (isbing, affirming that “ where thFflsh Somid fortS^e^^ °ft«ts of 

’3|to5«:;.55L£^ 

Now StVo! ivhlch uiuira I®.!.?- ‘F 1G«‘ °f July, or the 4th or 6th 

i-roncr period of com however far from hoing sunicienfly uniform to be r^J^lat lw^I embodying of the shoal is 

meiLemln to bcZ: l'^F«Wy bo best freed from .all roLonable objeoLnr by ^ri.t tfe Ste rlillhfl.mnX’f 

».to„d,., . ddty to „.,y i„lSo dfl-to,.-, d..d ““ “" >“' ‘“I »- 

Jarring of Nets. The injudicious iiraclice here referred to istimt fA.-..:,.,, m., -_i -V- unpopniar. 

Mty .1 rtohibi- S S 

wheuif dk.atkfled. they draw up their nets and shift tho.‘r'l“i th, ?heX fs t'lu^ish m.f 

r.miung foul of other nets and doing considerable injury ; the English and Irish Lherm m ar f aUo ^ 

sides being injurious to otiicrs, it as often defeats as it iirnmAio^ in .t “ Usuermcn are also of opimon that be- 

Atogeiido;®, ...d .i.i.to..i.i ttaZf^ •'” ““'■lips ■» a™ di-vdy. 

they consider to bo no j’loof of tlie absence of fish • the Manv on i1 ’ and what the Manx call proving, 

attends their proving and shifting, and although ymur Committee stmnX^fnof practical success wMcli 

berth, they have not dis'ovorpd°i.«iiti;/.;oy.f n ^ i ''°umiittee stronglj incline to the superior exjiodiency of a fixed 

than when a boat shifts her gipuiid, she shouirb^omnoRod m ‘®F«uhve regulation should 6e enforced, farther 

«dSSK™m„"?dfaBdiB>&“iBf£BZ"totoS£to 

which it may be most exiieilicnt to kave to tlie slow but oon^ themselves: aud the conviction of 

The principal errors hire aXrtcd tr.-elnto to intelligence and improvement, 

many pirsoni now living. fh7aie a4 rirfof IhVSiSTfl^iifo and equipment of the boats. Within the memory of 
ore now little, if at all short of heiim doubh> the tonn^.vo oA ‘“°i? "‘F of the largest 

the most efl'ective of uuy that freqiumt this fisherv ■ from ti,i fiom St. lies, which are beyond all competition 

ruble height, the Manx boats drive m ic faskr t mn f?^^^^^ magnitude, added to a siugle fixed mast of conside- 
pect, the boats from St. Ives have a miniW ad nlii ■ vnth two masts of less height, a„d in this res- 

facility, thereby enabling the l.oat to lav at oLo^ 1 having t imr masts constructed to strike will, the greatest 

mentof these boats is ofiisinierior order '• rolio.-. ont'i “’•°"'ator with little drag uponits nets. Indeed the -wbote equip- 
supenoi ordei , rollei-s on the gunwale aud machinery of the greatest simplicity enable them to 
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take in their nets with great saving of labonr and gear, and even of fish. • No better proof can be exhibited of the 
value of these improvements than the relative numbers of die crew : a St. Ives boat has generally five men, a Manx 
boat has ten ; while with the same inferior number of men, a St. Ives boat shoots 450 fathoms of net in length, and the 
Manx boat shoots 280 fathoms in length. Time and observation cannot fail to produce a conviction of the superiority 
of equipment in these boats ; and the skill and good order of these fishermen are also very deserving of imitation. 

Inconvenience and confusion arise from the practice of shooting the nets from different sides. The English and Manx 
fishermen shoot from the starboard, the Irish from the larboard. It is probably indifferent which side is fixed on, but of 
great importance that the practice should be uniform. 

The Su Ives fishermen have no weights whatever on the bottom of the net, which is left to sink to the proper degree 
by its own specific gravity, and the diminished drag of the boat. 

The Irish and Manx affix stones at certain considerable distances : the St. Ives boat loaves the fishery at an early 
part of the season, certainly with great comparative success j but it is stated that they themselves doubt tlie practicabi- 
Utyof not sinking tbe net, later in die season, when the fish is found to swim nearer the ground, wliou they are about to 
deposit their spawn, and when the weather becomes more boisterous, and the tides on the eastern coast (then frequented 
by the fish) are so much stronger. 

However this may be, die method at present employed by die Manx and Irish appears to have disadvantages which 
might easily be removed. It vpould seem that in tbe lines immediately above each stone, the perpendicular length of 
each mesh must he greatly increased, and its breadth so much diminished, as to be nearly closed, and thus obstruct 
the meshing of the fish in those portions of the net. If weights are to he used at all, the practice of some boats {from 
Folkestone it is believed) which frequented these coasts a few years back, seems worthy of imitation ; the proper side of 
the net was furnished at short intervals with small clasps of lead, so fixed as not to interfere with the shooting or taking 
in of the net; the equipment resembles that of a Salmon net, but the leads are much smaller. 

In considering the important question of framing regulations, it is necessary to observe, that by Acts of Parliament 
48th Geo. III., cap. 110, 66th Geo. III., cap, 94, 1st Geo. IV., cap. 79, and 0 th Geo. IV., cap. 64, the power of framing 
reguladoES extending to the Isle of Man, is vested in the Commissioners of British Fisheries, whose authority in this 
respect necessarily supersedes all local regulations. Vour Committee, accordingly, recommend anapplicationbeiug made 
to those Commissioners, to communicate to the Govevuor or Lieutenant-Governor of the Isle of Man a copy of the rules 
and regulations now in force, or that may hereafter be adopted ; and to attend to such suggestions as they may from 
time to time receive from the Lieutenaut-Governor on the subject of incorporating and enforcing any further rule.s 
for this branch of the British Fishery that local circumstances may require, so far as the same may be expedient and 
pracUcable. 

It would also be vei'y material to solicit from the same authority an Act of Parliament, oth Geo. IV., rap. 64, to cor- 
rect an apparent error in a former Act, by which the Isle of Mim is excepted from certain bounties, payable to persons 
residing m Great Britain, who shall dry Cod fish, &c. on the coasts of the Isle of Man. When the Commissioners are 
informed that 260 boats, measuring about 7000 tons, .Uid employing 2500 men, natives of the island, are occupied infi.sh- 
ing alone, exclusively of those employed as carriers for the English and Irish markets, and in the Gray fishery, there can 
he little doubt of the Commissioners' favourable disposition to encourage tbeir labours. 

Although the Act referred to will expire in 1830, even that intermemate interval might he useful in encouraging the 
fishery of Cod, <fec. specified in the Act ; which, by affording employment to fishermen during other seasons of flie year, 
besides that of the Herring fishery, would render them more efficient and better fishermen, and have a tendency to se^ 
parate the present most injurious and unnatural union of the two trades of fishing and farming, and to form an excellent 
nursery for the service of the navy. 

The soundings and nature of the bottom generally iudicate the resort of Cod and other gray fish at certain seasons, 
and are but imperfectly delineated on the best chai'ts of the Channel surrounding this island. An accurate’survey, to de- 
termine these points, would be of the greatest benefit to tbe Cod fishery; and a member of this Committee has corre^ 
ponded on this subject with the Superintendent of Coast Guard at Stranraer, and has obtained tbe sanction of the In- 
spector-General for the employment of the “ Elizabeth” tender on that service, so far as may be pracliciible, without 
interfering with her more immediate duties. Some trilling expenses (in lines, lead, tallow, aud chart paper.) may he 
incurred, for defraying wliich itia hoped some means may be adopted. 

It would be obviously premature to enter into any detailed consideration of the regulations proper to be proposed 
before those already established by the Commissioners are known, and a communication has been opened with that 
Board ; but it may be useful to state, in a general way, the principal heads of regulations which your Committee deem 
requisite for the conduct of the Herring fishery off' the coasts of this island. 

1st. To regulate tlie commencement of the fishery by the verdict of a jury of fishermen, as herein before suggested, 
or to fix a date, not earlier tban the 5th July. 

2nd. To prohibit shooting the nets before the lighthouses are lighted, or a signal he made by the admiral of the fish- 
ery, according to ancient law and practice. 

3rd. To prohibit strictly the nse of tar, oil, or any other material than bark alone, in preparing the nets. 

4th. That all suitableencouragement may be given to thereduction in .size, and reform in rigging and equipment of 
the boats, and reduction of tbe crew. 

5tb. That one uniform mode of shooting the nets be enforced, either from the starboard or the larboard side of the 

6th. It is submitted for consideration, wheflior it be not an advisable precaution against tlic danger arising from the 
track of so many steam vessels passing so near the fishing grounds, that each boat be obliged to carry a distinguishing 
light after shooting the net. 

Finally. Your Committee have observed with pain and regret, a most severe and apparently gratuitous labour to which 
the Manx fishermen expose themselves, and from wliich the Cornish fishermen are entirely exempt. Every day succeed- 
ing a night’s fishery, however severe the labours of the night may have been, the Manx fisherman is seen loaded with 
his wet and scaly nets, proceeding to the nearest fields, where he spreads them out to dry, and after passing the day in 
wet clothes, carries back his nets in the afternoon. The Cornish fisherman has his boat furnished with a separate com- 
partment for the fish to be shaken into when the nets are taken iii ; tlie nets are then washed clean in the sea, and 
packed into another separate compartment, where they are kept always carefully saturated with salt watir, to prevent 
their heating. Once a week, on Saturday only, the nets are taken into the countiy, spread out and repaired. Once a 
month, at the least, the nets are carefully and ellcctually baiked or fanned, and by these processes, added to the use of 
the roller, there is reason to believe that their nets last very much longer than those of the Irish or Manx. When, in 
addition to the labour just described, it is considered, that by the equipment and practice of the Coniish boats, astation 
being taken up for the night, a single man keeps watch, and the rest go comfortably to sleep, wliile by the proving and 
shifting of the Manx, they pass a sleepless night of incessant toil, followed by a dayof most unnecessary labour. It is only 
wonderful how any human constitution can continue for a succession of seasons to bear up against such a series of la- 
bours, privations, and discomforts, aggravated by tbe habits of intemperance which such a state 'of exhaustion too na- 
turally incite. If your Committee have rightly apprehended this comparison, it may not perhaps bo too much to affirm, 
that by imitating the principal habits of Uie Cornish fisherman, the Manx man would reduce tlie number of iiis crew one 
half, the labour of the remainder two thfrds, and augment the comforts of the whole in a still higher proportion 

The number ofManx Herring fishing boats has been stated at 250, those from England, Ireland, and Scotland, that 
occasionally frequent this fishery exceed th.at number, which with those employed in the carrying trade, and the gray 
fishery, form together .in aggregate, the due regulation of which must be deemed of national importance to tbe 
naval and other interests of the country, by any of the public authorities to whom this subject may be submitted. 

(Signed,) M. WILKS. J. QUIRK. 

GEORGE QUIRK. J. QUTLLIAN. 

JOHN MOON. JOHN LLEWELLYN. 

^2>ul FebTHUTij, 1827. W. L. DRINKWATER. J. McIIUTCI-IlN. 

No. 4. — CorY OF Mn. DuNSMuia’.s Letter to Gover.nob Smelt. 

Office for the Herring Fishery, Edinburgh, 30fh April, 1827. 

Sir,— I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the iOth instant, enclosing a Co)>y of a Report 
by a Committee of the Manx Legislature, relative to the Herring fishery on the coasts of the Isle of Man, iu which 
is proposed that certain reguladous should be adopted for the improvement thereof ; and having laid the same before 
tbe Commissioners for the' Herring Fishery, I am commanded to acquaintyou,in reference to the regulation for fixing the 
time of commencing the fishery, that by the Act of the 29th Geo. II. cap. 23, the inhabitants of Great Britain are au- 
thorized to fish on the coast of this kingdom, for Herrings and white fish, at all times and soii-sons, when they shall 
think proper, and in all parts of tho sea, where such fish are to be found, under a penalty of 4100, agamst every 
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XII., cap. 110, and extended to the Ii 



co^'? of this kingdom whenever and wherever they may tWnk‘pro‘per“‘' 



„„1 ,Mi,„ .h.,.,. M.ivr,“d 

I naveonly to add that theCoinmissionerseincerelytrust thatthe Man^ fisherv will soon he •. t 

rs;s';is 
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’ . Fishehies of France. 

Copy of . Loltor addressed by the French Minister of Marine, to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

MonsiEUB, MY DEAR CoLDEAGTiE,— In compliance with the demand of the British Ambassador 
lfmlon“f ° *"!“ “ 0"™''““"'*. y»» liat'O done me the honor of requesting a col- 

Om IcnS- winch gorern in France the conduct of its maritime fisherifs. 

Aet on tb«s point has not yet been codified. It consists at present of a multitude of 

font f 7 h °r " T7 "““f be difficult to procure Tdetached 
copies, and which are too long for transcription. ^ ueiauiea 

the^ZsTStt'SeSr' cflltic legislation, and which tor 

“it e‘tL= w£&otf .”h?Orr“n“e":iSf 

cited ith^ntos of ttoommittr™^ ‘”<1 -gnlations, 

I have the honor to send yon. Monsieur, my dear Colleague, with this letter, the edition in nnestion 
This work contains a 1 the e.ssential documents concerning our ancient legislation, (previous to I78qV 

o*n„r^rho'St.ts;“tod^ 

Marin^'^ '"v 7’ /'^o.P^'^pWets, published in the year 1831—1832, by a functionavv of the 

which the pthrstet^Ss^t-nd*^^^^^^^ "• 

(Signed,) M. DUPERRE. 



APPENDIX, No. XXXV. 



Fisheries of Belgh 



The Fisheries op Belgium. 

Letter from Monsionr M. Moulcnaore, the Belgian Minister of Foreign Affairs, to H. L. Bnl.er, Esc, 
the British Charge d’ Affaires, at Brussels, dated 22nd January, 1836. 

d’Affairs— In compliance with the wish expressed in your Despatch of th^ 
S ®l'' 1®18. »" ‘It® Cod fishery.* ' 

‘ f “•"‘h 1®1®’ »" ‘1“ U®"i"g fi‘l>®i'J-* 

tires accompaifyiigit.”' “ °™ “ ‘''® ®®'g“» Legislature! and an exposition of mo- 

the Intolm^tonrocmof^^^ f with the desire of the Minister of 

may pletBot’o furnish o^ rte sLe slieM’ “‘5 H" Brilannic Majesty’s Gorernment 

assirUly possess a gr..^ i„terasr,„d' ^ . 1 , a“ ” -““f” “""“'I'l will 

relative to our ualbnalfishSLs. ’ ‘t" "I-®®®®"®® ®bout to be opened on the proposed law 

(Signed,) MEULENAEEE. 

Tl.e Art riven ■, *'w®“ t®® ®r VUE 13th May, lfS9, 

wages, *c. ■^th thegmrtfst miluteness! ‘®1“*1®® ®‘ ®“®®g ‘h® fishermen, which it regalates as to 

189, which IS a remodelling of the one of IffO, provides for the formation of colorations of fishermen 

• These Inws wer, rn.de d.rlng the onion of Belgium end Holl.nd, but ..o sffli in fore, in both connlrios.-Soe 
Fisheries of Holland. 
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at Oatendand Nieuport, to regulate the general govenuneat of the fisheries, subject to the follow-ina provisions or other c- n . 

orders'of the AustrW government. ■ 0/ 

Art 60. Provides that the Cod fishery on the Doggerbank shall be exercised from St. Nicholas day to Eastor, by the 
two assodaldons of Ostend and Nieupor^ and with a determined number of vessels, as shall be judged expedient. 

If in themonth of November the requisite number ofhoatsis notvoluntarilv offered, each Association shall draw lots, 
nndif the fishers thus selected do not sail for the Doggerbank, within ten days after the fea.st of St. Nicholas, the na- 
vigator is liable to a fine of 100 florins, and 150 florinsmay be levied on the boats’ crews not consenting to go, be.sides 
damages payable to the owners, and they are also liable to arbitrary conectiou by imprisonment or otherwise. 

Art. 62.— Each boat must remain out a fortnight, and must pay a fine of 50 florins, if it does not bring home three 
tons of salted Cod, unless good cause can be shewn to the contrary. 

Art. 53.— Boats to returuagain within eight days to the fishery, andsoontill Easter. 

Art. 68.— Each Master must provide the quantity of Lamprey (bait) determined by the Committee of Masters. The 
insurance of a sufficient quantity is attempted by regulations. 

Art. 63. —Provides for e.xamining and marking the Cod by sworn Inspectors. 

Art. 65.— Cod, not from the North Sea or Doggerbank, to be marked by cutting the fins, or so that they may be 
distinguishable. ■’ 

Art. 66.— The North and Doggerbank fishermen to salt and barrel only such fish as, after the heads are cut off, 
will cover the lid of au ordinary barrel. 

Art. 67. — Fine for frauds 100 florins and confiscation, also arhitrai-y correction. 

Art. 68.— A fine of 25 florins per barrel, for any barrel fruuduleutly marked and sold. 

Art. 69.— Rights of search given to an Officer, ashore, on board the ships, in honses, or warehouses, of the parties 
engaged in the trade. ' 

Art. 70.— Re-barrelling of Herrings, or other fish to be performed by sworn packers. ' 

Art. 86 and 86.— Provides for the destruction of spoiled fish coming from thelceland fishery. 

Art. 102.— The crews of Herring boats to swear that they will not shoot their nets before the I9tii June, at 12 o’clock 
in the evening. 

[Tlie law of the 6th March, ISIS, for the encouragement of the Iceland fishery, and that of the 12th March, 1818, 
on the great fishery, passed by the Dutch Government, are still in vigor in the Belgian territory.] 

Project op a Law laid depoui; the Belsi.in LECisLATunr in 1836. 

The preamble asserts that the salting of Heri-ings was invented in Handers, in the XIV. century; that the Dutch 
adopted the practice from the Flemings. 

It relates the encouragement given to the Herring fishery in England, and attributes to this enconragement the pros- 
perity of the English fisheries. 

It states that bounties are still continued iu England. 

It cites the Dutch premiums which ceased to benefit the Belgians at the Revolution. 

It reports like encouragement to the Cod fishing. 

It states that France gives a premium to the crews of fishing boats of 50 fr. per mao to Newfoundland, 30 fr. do. to 
Iceland, 18 fr. do. to the Doggerbank, and premiums on exportation of Cod of 24 to 30 fr. per quintal to the West 
Indies, and 10 to 12 fr. to other countries. 

Quotes the British Act of 26 Geo. III. 1787, for tonnage bounties to Newfoundlaud. and also notices similar pre- 
miums granted in Holland. 

And it thus concludes “ It is, then, for the honor of Belgium, not to suffer a branch of industry which owes its 
birth to that country, to perish. Its new position equally prescribes this duty. 

Isolated from the powers, from amongst which it could recruit its national navy, it should more than ever strive to 
frame a measure at home by encouraging a fishery which will alone instruct and multiply the subjects for it. 

It next alludes to the necessity of leaving minor details to the discretion of tlie government, on account of alleged 
local differences of circumstances, quoting the Dutch law of 12th March, 1818, as authority. 

It gives the following precis of the natural history of the Herring ; — Tlie Herring is a fish of passage, which travels 
ininnumerable shoals with wonderful celerity. It appears about the summer solstice on the coasts of Scotland, whence 
it afterwards approaches those of England, leaving them again, towards the close of the year, for the bays and shallows 
of Iceland (attcrages) thence it proceeds to spawn iu the uorfh sea, and remains there till the following year ; when it 
has spawned, the fish is no longer good; it does not recover its former qualities till towards the 20th June. 

It is on this account that the seasons for the Herring fishery have been fixed in Holland, from the 24th June to the 
31st December ; and that the Austrian Government fixed it for the 19th June. Anciently the commencement was 
fixed ill France for the 9fh October, but during the Revolution (law of 15 Vendemire Anno II.) all limitation of time 
was suppressed. 

It recommends an increased tonnage bounty on account of the low state of the Belgian fisheries, for three years. 

It explains a condition enjoined on the premium, that of insuring the sliip. 

Projet, Art. 1. —Ships with Belgian saiung letters, alone entitled to advantages of tho law. 

Art. 2.— Refers for arrangements respecting such letters, *c. <fcc., to tiie general Administration. 

Art. 3. — Recites certain navigation laws which shall lie applicable to tho national fisheries. 

Art. 4. — King to regulate the Police of the fishing grounds ; also the details of equipment, victualling, and living 
of crews, dimensions of barrels, ifec.; modes of curing and packing ; branding of ban els; sale and verification of qua- 
lities; measures concerning Cod fishers who take Herring nets for procuring bait; the seasons of commencing and 
finishing the fishery ; and the time the boats may remain in port dining the fishery witiiout forfeiting the premium; 
and lastly the proofs and verifications to entitle to the premiums. 

Art. 6. — Provides for the fish taken being actually brought back to the kingdom. 

Art. 6. — Provides for the direct procedure of vessels, to and from the fishing grounds without touching at 
foreign ports. 

Art. 7. — Provides for the fishers confining themselves to the one fishery, for which they seek a premium. 

Art. 8 - Forbids the .sale and purchase of fish at sea, and in foixsign ports. 

Art. 9. — Regulations and fines on account of breaches of Art. 5, 6, 7, and 8, against captains. 

Art. 10. — The Master convicted of quitting destination to buy fish, besides confiscation of fish, to pay a fine of 100 fr. 
per barrel, and also 600 fr. if he has sold Ms own fish abroad. 

Art. 1 1. — Provides for the appointment of sworn Inspectors by the Cormcils of the fishing provinces. 

Art. 12.— Orders these nominations to be subject to the royal approval, their salary to be fixed by royal autliority — 
quotes tho penal code for regulations against iuspector's offences. 

Art. 13.— 300 fr. penalty against seller, and 50 fr. against the buyer of fish, not legally verified and branded. 

Art. 14. — Establishes a close season, from the 1st January till23rd June, inclusive. 

Art. 15. — ForbidsfisMngonthe coast of Norway, Iceland, and Shetland, and nUoimportation of fish taken there. 

Art. ) 6. — Puni.sliment for breaches of Art. 14 and 15, imprisonment from fifteen days to two months. 

Art. 17. — Forbids barrellingin-drore taken fish ; penalty, imprisonment from ten days to a month. 

Art. 18. — In-shore fish barrelled, or fish taken in close time to be destroyed. 

Art. 19. — A premium granted of 1500 francs on each sMp of fifty tons, to be employed off Shetland, Edinburgh, and 
the English coast, the fish being cured and barrelled. 

Art. 20. — Proportionate premiums on smaller vessels. Premiums reduced oiio-half for vessels which have fished only 
one or two seasons. 

Art. 21. — Premiums subjected to conformity to the present law, and to future administrative regulations. 

Art 22. — Govemment authorized to freight one or more vessels in Juno and July toserveas jagers, (Carrying Roats.) 

Art. 23. — Empowers the King to grant gratifications to owners and master fishers, for particular exc&ence in 
curing, barrelling, &c. 

Art. 24. — Grants a premium on account of insurance, of 500 francs to every vessel of fifty tons wMch shall have fished 
for Cod in the months of December or Januaiy, between latitudes of 55 or 50 north of Doggerbank, and east of 
Hitlaiid, also a further premium of 500 francs on each ship which has employed three months in fisMng, including 
outward and homeward voyage. To be divided between owner and men, if they fish iu common. 

Art. 25. — The same premiums ou fishing for four months, between the Feroe Isles and Shetland, between latitudo 
60 and 62, or on the coasts of Iceland, between latitude 65 and 67. 

Art. 26.— Art. 1 to 7 must he observed to eutitie the claimant to the advantf^es of the two preceding Articles. 

Art. 27. — All penalties enjoined by iliis present Act, to be applicable at flie maximum in case of repetition of ofl'ence; 
they may even in case of necessity be doubled. 

Art. 28. — The law of 12th March, 1818, and all dispositions contrary to the present law, are repealed. 

Art. 29. — Provides for the future publication of regulating arretds. 

X2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




156] 



APPENDIX TO THE FIRST REPORT OF THE 



'i^'iaherlci of - Belgium. Art. 30.— That penalties proceeding from these‘pro\-inciaI authorities shall not exceed 300 francs, or three montha im- 

Art. 31.— Law to continue in force till the 1st January, 1839, and afterwards for all expeditions cominenoed before 

LEOPOLD. 

• May, 1835. By «,e King, DE THEUX, Minister of the Interior. 



APPENDIX, No. XXXVI. 

Fisheries of Holland. 

Letter of His Excellency the Baron Verstolk, to Mr. Jerningham, the British Charge d’Affairs at 
the Hague, dated 19 January, 1836. 



Vidte.nen of Uotluui. SxB. — In 



ipliance with the desire expressed to our office, on the 2nd of this month, I have the 
honor to transmit all the different documents containing the fishery regulations of the Low Countries • 
together with an extract of the same, which details their contents. ’ 

I must add, that although several of these regulations appear to have been temporary, they have 
nevertheless continued to be put in execution, up to the present day. ^ 

The Government still pays the following premiums : 

To the Whale fishery, 4000 florins for the equipment ; and 50 florins per tons (Keantael ) 
for all oil imported up to 100 tons. '' • 

To the Iceland Cod fishery, 500 florins. 

To the great Herring fishery, 500 florins. 

To the winter fishery (called winter-vaart,) 500 florins. 

To the Coast ditto, 250 florins. 

To the Fresh Herring ditto (from the year 1815,) 300 florins. This fishery had previously re. 
ceived only 200 florins per boat. ^ 

The premiums by virtue of the fishery law may be modified according as the boats may have more 
or less widely departed from the conditions imposed by the existing regulations. 

I flatt.er myself. Sir, that this will entirely fulfil the object of your inquiry ; and I embrace this 



epportunity, &c. &c. 



(Signed,) 



VERSTOLK DE LACLEN. 



Law of 1816, fob the EscounAorMENT or the Whale Fisheby. 

_ After the usual preamble of expediency, &c. &c. the law proceeds And beingwilling to make an experimentbowfar 
similar measures to those winch were formerly emi>loyed (1788 and 1802) may provo efficacious and sufficient for attd^ 
ing their end, that is the re-cstabhshment ol the fishorj- and trade in question ; for these causes, &c. &c. we have de- 
creed and by these presents decree : — I'cuiiveae- 

book-keepers of tbe first twelve skips of from 150 to 200 lasts, which from the first of Ja- 
nuary 1810, to the first of January, 1818, shall sail from the ports of the Netherlands, for the AVhale or Sea-dos fisherv 
on the coasts of Greenland, or Davis’s Strait, on account of any inhabitants of this kingdom, with a comulete eouin. 
ment ol SIX or seven chaloupes, and from thirty to forty men, shall receive a premiumfor equipment of 4,000 florins in 
be paid from the public treasury. ^ ^ , >^0 norms, lo 

likfvise be paid to each ship of the above description, leaving the ports of this country, and em- 
pkyed in the fishciy of Greenland, or of Davis s Strait, under the circumstances detailed in Art. 1 a premium of 
50 floniis for every quartant fkwart dee!) of oil below 100, provided that the ship shall have remained in^ OreonlaTiii 
beyond 72 degrees, until after the /th of July, or in Davis’s Straits, beyond 65 degrees, until after the lOth of Julv 
and have reramned there a suffiaent time, and in the proper latitude for carrying on the Whale fishery ; and shall af’ 
lOTwards, without lianag touched at any foreign port, (except in case of extreme necessity) have brought all the oil and 
blubber It shall have collected, into one of the ports of this kingdom. ® v<uiuieouana 

Consequently, this premium shall not be jiaid to any ship, that shall be lost in its outward bound voyage, thouah it 
hall to such as may he shipwrecked on thefr return, or in tlie ice, during tbe fishery, as well as to such sbifrasTfuah 
the sickness, or mortality of their crew, or other unforeseen accident, may be forced to quit the ice, or which on vV- 
tf’ihpv cousideralde damage, shall bo obliged to quit the fishing station before the prescribed time : which ship 
if they have not been able to bring back any oil into the ports of the Netherlands, shall he considered and treated as S 
been .able to save their cargo either wholly or partially, and forward it hv 
other whakrs, tliey shalireceive the premium on oil, so returned, up to the amount of 100 tons. ^ 

Art. f’or the venfication of the ship, its boats, crew, and voyage, a certificate shall be produced under the sane 
lion of a proffered oatli, sipied by the director or book-keeper, the commander or navigator, or in case of death bv the 

ofll^r next in command, tiiat i.i the year ,the ship named , of the port of- his be^ fitted 

fr Greenknd, or for Davis’s Strait, properly rigged for a wffialer, with six or seven chaloupes 

.and with fr.im 34 to 40 men at least, has remained at Greenland, beyond 72 degrees, till after the 7th July or^in 
So ^ has touched at no foreign port, and has brought fts whole 

terld Netherlands ; or in case of extreme necessity, (detail the circumstances) lias en- 
tered into the port of—- , (naming «), and has discharged tons, (specifying the number). 

a certificate, under the like sanction, by the commander, navigator, or officer nevf 
in rank, shall narrate the quantity of blubber divided among other sliips, or declare that none was so disposed of- and 
supposing the ship to have quitted the fishing station, too soon, it shall detail the damagrsustmW aT the motives’ 
of this premature return ; «,d also the place to which the parties sought to return, befofe the prescribed time 
ainmmtVti " brought less than 100 quartants of oil. and what may be the 

amount of tlu, dthciency, a certificate must be produced from tlie director or book-keeper of tlie vessel under offer of 
md'a ‘be master, or head man of the oil department (equally under okr of Li fathf 

.MI .110.1 ft, the leek from the el.ip a 

that be really had so taken, tliat tliis blubber was separately lioiied, and not mixed with 
i V i.ftat he had obtained the quantity of oil, that he really had obtained, and that these tons 
fmdi-aiinVfC^ to the sworn guager. The certificate of the guager shall attest that all the tons of oil 

in wnro ?,i*^ numlier) presented to him, as having been extracted from blubber brought by the ship (namina 

•lo'd g"oge, and that according to his guaging, they contained so many steekkoii. or stoonan* 

giocting Stions^ OT^uantiti fl°^ steekkan, or of 90 stoopen, each, according as the guaging discovered, ^ne- 
quartant. than a demi-quartant, and counting all quantities above that measure as an entire 

the premium, all tlie above mentioned declarations shall he transmitted, within two 
place where the sh^IpiiTn ''f ' <»; bo^'h-keeper, to the head of the local administration of the 

proofs ■ Ld these discharged ; who .shall be bound to examine carefully the different particulars and their 

tides No 1 and 4 \ nrf ^ ! be shall reckon what number of premiums (according to ar- 

.™™fte,.,; 

s papers, astly, with their proofs, must be sent to the states deputies of the province or canton to which the local 



house, the number of 
blubber from other 
had been. 
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atlminisrations belong ; who on finding that the above regulations have oil been duly complied with, shall tiansmit them Pig/teries of HolluuC. 
to the department of die interior, to be there made payable to the order of the director or book-keeper of each ship se- i — ^ — 
parately, after their liquidation by the general chamber of accounts of the Netherlands. 

In caseof doubt respecting tbe partial or entire allotment of the promised premiums, or of the application of the pre- 
sent law generally, wliich may raise difficulties contrary to the end desired to be obtained by this law, or prejndicim to 
the interests of the parties, on account of their baring failed in any particulors impossible to comply with, the matter 
shall be referred to us, and disposed of as we see good. 



Law of the 6th March, 1818, for the E.n’couraoejiest of the Icelano Con Fishery. 

We William, by the Grace of God, &c. <fee., to all be it known ; Having taken into our consideration, that tbe Little 
Fishery, or Cod Fishery of Iceland, has always been encouraged by premiums paid out of the public treasury, to those 
who engaged in that branch of industry so interesting to the national prosperity ; and that the reasons which heretofore 
occasioned this species of enconragementi still subsist in the same force and importance ; 

For these reasons, and after consultation with our Council d’Etat,andwitb the consent of theStatc8-General,we have 
ordained and do ordain ; — 

Art. 1.— There shall be paid from the public treasury, a premium of 600 florins on every vessel freighted in this king- 
dom, on account of our subjects wliich shall leave any port of the Netherlands for Iceland, during the years 1818, 1819, 
1820, to take part in the Little Fishery, that is to say, in fishing for Cod between tbe 65th and 67th degree of north 
latitude. 

Art. 2. — Withrespect to such vessels as may have sailed under any particulnr circumstances, we reserve to ourselves 
the right of modifying the premium according to the inquiry of thesedrciimstances. 

We ordain and desire that the present law shall be inserted in the ofhcial Journal, and that our Ministers, and all 
whom it may concern, look strictly to its being carried into execution. 

Given at the Hague, March 6, 1818, and in the Fifth of our Reign. (Signed) William. 

By the King, A. R. Falce. 



Law or 12th March, 1818, for the Regulation or the Great Heurino Fishery. 

Preamble refers to former efforts to maintain the character of the Dutch Herrings : affirms their utility : asserts the 
necessity of an uniform law ; — and then enacts : — 

Art. 1.— The Herring fishery under the national flag, is only to he exercised for the benefit of the inhabitants of the 
country, and in ships belonging to it. 

Art. 2. — No native shall admit a foreigner into partnership for tlie purpose of this fishery, nor shall a native lend his 
name to a foreigner to entitle liim to fish; fine 2000 florins. 

' Art. 3. — Subjects not to enter even indirectly into any foreign Herring fisbei’y ; fine 2000 florins. 

Art. 4. — Seducing natives to enter into a foreign Herring fishery forbidden ; fine 2000 florins, or one years’ im- 
prisonment. 

Art. 5. — Any fisherman who shall engage liimself for a foreign fishery, or who shall have exerdsed it shall be punish- 
ed with six months imprisonment. 

Art. 6. — Importation of foreign Herrings, fresh packed, salted, or smoked, is forbidden, under pain of confiscation, 
and fine of 500 florins for each barrel imported, and 5 florins for every hundred fish, or smoked Herring. 

Art. 7. — The law, and royal decrees made in conformity to it, shall regulate the external police and general superin- 
tendence of the Herring fishery in a uniform manner, throughout the kingdom. 

Art, 8. — The interior police, and particular dispositions relative to this fishery, shall he regulated iu each province by 
tbe respective states, such regulations can enact nothing contrary to the geueral law. 

Art. 9. — The interior police of the Herring fishery embraces the detoils of equipment, formalities to he obseired in 
obtaining the license to fit-out for this fishery, the obtaining such license, the preparation, selection and salting of the 
Herrings ; also the rules necessary for such ships as in going out to fish for Cod, shall also take horriug-uefs. 

Art. 10. — In every maritime province where it may be thought necessary, the provincial states may establish, sub- 
ject to our approbation a board (college) especially charged with the direction of the affairs of the fishery, and trade 
in Herrings. 

Art.. 11. —In those provinces in which the Herring trade is not sufficient to justify such an establishment, the 
provincial state may assign its functions to some other board that may he charged with the direction of any other fislierj'. 

Art. 12. — All tliosewho practise the Herring fislierj-, without being authorized in the manner regulated by the 
provincial states, shall he punished ; to wit, the master of the vessel by a fine from 300 to 3000 florins, and the naviga- 
tor by imprisonment from 15 days to 2 months. 

Art. 13. — The great Herring fishery for the purpose of salting and barrelling, shall take place iu tbe summer and 
autumn, with kctlndboats, in the latitude of Shetland and of Edinburgh, and along the coasts of Engl.and. 

Art. 14. — The object of this fishery is to take fish of the first quality, to gut, suit, and barrel it at sea, both for foreign 
markets, and home consumption. 

Art. 15. — The small Herring fishery for fresh Herrings, is conducted principally in the open sea, in the so 
called “deep water,” to the east of Yarmouth, in flat unkeeled boots, which generally do not come into harbour, but 
take tbe shore on tbe strand. 

Art. 16. — It is provisionally forbidden, as on tbe old fooling, to baiTel either at sea or on shore, the fish so taken in 
the small Herring fi>hery, under pain of a month’s imprisonment to the navigator, and to all others, and a fine of five 
florins for every hundred of Hernngs, besides confiscation. 

Nevertheless, it is permitted to the King, upon a proposition from the provincial states, to decide whether or no, and 
to what extent, in what time, and in what manner, it shall he permitted to gut and pickle such Herrings ; taking 
into consideration the interests of the great fishery, and the maintaining the reputation of the Netberland fish. 

Art. 17- — The fishery called pan-haring is that which is practised with, or without boat, on the rivers, hays, road- 
steads, and gulfs of the whole kingdom, and along the coast, witliin the distance of a league from the shore. 

Art. 18. — All fishers, masters, merchants, or others, are forbidden to sell and barrel the fish thus taken, under 
pain of a month’s imprisonment, and a fine of five florins for every hundred Herrings over and above the confis- 
cation. 

Art. 19. — The further dispositions relative to this fishery shall be made by tbe states, in their re.spectivo provinces, 
and thl^y are anthorized to inflict an imprisonment of from fifteen days to three mouths, and a fine not exceeding 300 
florins whether separately or accumulatively. 

Art. 20. — All pilots of vessels equipped for the Ilening fishery must bring borne into tbe kingdom, the fish that they 
-•ihall take, under pain of one month’s imprisonment, or a fine of fifty florins. 

Art. 21. — All such sliips are ordered, on quitting the port, to proceed directly (wind and weather permitting) to 
the ])lace of their destination ; and so, also, on returning. 

Art. 22. — Except in case of urgent necessity, they are not permitted, either in going or returning, to touch at a 
foreign port, nor even at one belonging to any other province of the Netherlands, than that iu which the equipment 
took place. 

Art. 23.— It is forbidden to sell, exchange, or give away, the fish while at sea, under pain of one month’s imprison- 
ment and afine of 100 florins. 

Art. 24. — It is forbidden under the like penalty, to buy fish at sea, or in a foreign country, and to import it into 
the Netherlands. 

Art. 25. — The master who shall he convicted of going to any other destination, than tbe ordinary and permitted fish- 
ing ground to boy fish, either at sea or in a foreign country, shall suffer a tine of fifty florins per barrel, for all foreign 
fish so inmorted, and a fine of 3000 florins if he .shall have sold his own fish in a foreign country. 

Art. 26^ — No Netbcrlandish subject shall east his nets for catching Herrings in the open sea before 24tb June, or 
after the 31st of December, under pain of one month’s imprisonment, and a fine of fifty florins against tbe navigator ; 
if the master has previous knowledge of the offence, be shall be fined 1000 florins. 

Arl.27. — This prohibition does not extend to U>e boats mentioned in Art. 9, which, sailing for tbe Cod fishery 
take Herring nets on board. This trade will be made the subject of further dispositions, by an act of the Fro- 
vinciai States. 

Art. 28.— In ships destined for the Herringfisliery there shall he kept alog book, which the navigator and other sailors 
are to sign. The form of this book shall bo determined by tbe Provincial States. 

Art. 29. — The Provincial States also shall regulate tbe epoch at which the fishermen shall lawfully return from the 
fishing grounds, save only in cases of nece.'sity, or of an extraordinary groat take of fish. 

Art. 30.— The Provincial States shall deteiToine the epoch of the commencement of the smaller, or fresh Hemng 
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fiorinT’ penalty for contraventions of thii 

aS’ 3A-ThfioohVi££«f P“‘ tt«I preoiedei 

the Provincial States. ^ and determination, shall be fixed bT 

Art. 34. — The articles 20, 21, 22 23 Od O'; t- v, , ^ 

Art. 35.— Ail subjects are forbidden at , a f ‘ ‘® “‘'f of the Herring jaeers 

Scotland. _ •' ■o‘woaen, at any season, to fish between the banks and rocks of NorwayVff Inland, or 

Pp pfescriljsd ly the Provincial States.^ ^ “oirlced ; the particuiar dispositioae to thia effect 

.t£hrs„t^£ss;s?.“f S’ »p»“ 

they have again been branded with the arms or name of the nmvif * i barrel^s, they cannot be so exported, until 
^-h 'o'*!!' proviocial merit eanaot be affiaed to ti£ barrels till thei’sl£l?r‘' Hemnga oiiginally came, 

senbed by the protencial teoaiations. ^ ‘*“^3 shall have received the parfieular marks pre- 

™a“ 5? ■”"« in?pocto£,‘ip7o“^^^^^ ‘° "“"S "f Heviing., sbdl be &,t 

b.n£„?d7n'dtS??SL"S,£eg"£r^ h.l of barrels, a.d .... ,h. br.ader. b.br f.r p„„ „,d pr„,i.ee, .ba 

r.£.‘.t ;5 s -.7 t zt “s ■».- 

i|^yiS;£d£=e-£S: 

o.™/in tbJd‘iS™p=dS;“ " >” V a* Kiss. ~din. to tlto onll.j ne- 

.«tll£i.fi.,„&£S SlltiSt’ir LS£”>- •» -"P”'” »' “» present 1„, ,b.j remain n. fee. 
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r IIerriwg Fisheries, for the Province o 
Law op i2TH MiRCH, 1818, Art. 8 and 9. 



HoELSKD, IK I'URTHBRAKCE 



Ok 



. QoVERItftlEKT. 

be pat in fere, by a Court, to be called the College for ,b. Great 



Art. I.— The instructions hereafter foliowina ti 
risnery in the Province of Holland. 

from Flnrding; twTfrom X^hus" '1^ = thirteen members for the manufactory ; four 

two from Amsterdam; and one from Rotterdam; being in Woportirato"fSnnm5j f T '^^°“,'^yp-for the trade; 
fishery in those ports. In case of vacancy, the fiOin- it sff bL mn,tp f f in th? Herring 

place, being one member for more than five or lo« thir, be made accoidmg to the proportion of ships in each 
members, a rfi^rt must first be made of the state of the trade in ^ the nli vacancy be among the trade 

mem ers m_ay/be added for new places, which maytereaf e Incite in Se 

aM tb.se sifSag f.v fi. 

^|||«isi“sSb^ ss‘i.:£sir“ 

;“^saEs£SrSH^ 

S» ^=’^‘zz^.Z!T7is: Vi: S’riirv » 

the merchants. the water-bailiff and servants, (plaats koechts,) employed by 

Art 7 tpgpI I • SaivT Herrikg Fishery ik Gekeral. 

2. Be ffiiiy equipped wffli nets°."^ 3.°Ifo8foerffi^ the salt Herring fishery. 1. They must carry square sails 

•"A;h‘g£iMTl;bftr7;be£.Ss^^^ 

the college. permission is required, and to be repeated yearly, to catch Hei'iings, to be given by 

anduot to be refused“?i^y other froundl!“‘' Pmof that the vessel belongs to natives of fids kingdom, 

■e^iktions, ^ "‘'^ersmrm on taking the oath. The oatli to observe laws, provincial 

owner, 3000 florins to be levied on the 

Art. 13.-Prohibition to steersmen o lind ,4 . on the steersman. 

Art' copies of the'llw of vetnrnto port. 

Art. 16.-ho other salt to be used but Spanish or Portuvupsl sfiv ’ read the regulations to the crews. 

givea oemTcCSr^^^^ ^ i to be 



Of 'I 



E Vessels called Herrikg Jagers. 

n the fleet, (Art. 31, law 1818 ;) must have a certificate of permis- 



to be permitted to sail to and froi 
Sion as is mentioned in 9 and 10. 

Art. 19. -SScato not^f be"parted with'^To T ‘V 
"*Arf on“ ^ ^ steersman of Herring sliip, and returned to the 

etkeifkn-b^o^arTrkttV:^ 1 



- aaers to_take no Herrings but from ships belong. 



Herrings to be caught nor cured, nor fresh Herrings to 
this province. Time of taking to be fixed from 
only take place, on giving security of receiving 



time to time by tbc States." - — 

dkoos d^Ttf ‘ f ?'■ ^"'^'"^^Eibeor ^eser“?/ tha^^^ Heri^s unchanged to the port of the province from 

^IXTT pi- 

jw„.v.g f. H.„b„gb zzvrrz SLS£S1i;.3“j^1;-S 
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Ok the Wages of the Cheb's. 

Arl.iG.- Directs tlie mustering of the crews by the water-bailiff, pursoant to Art. 28, law of 1818. 

Art. 26.— Crews bound to embark to the mo the steersman's appointment, may be compelled, wift liberty ' 

of complamt to the watcr-bailift, of improper treatment on board, on their return. ‘ ^ 

Art. 27. — In case any man, after muster, become steersman, he must find a substitute 

found incapable, through drunkenness or ignorance of the work to 
•which he has eng^ed himself, he is to lose the half of his wages, on the complaint of the steersman with the two 
eldest of the crew. 

Art. 29.— The book-keepcrshnll pay the hire of each voyage within three days after the miloading of the vessel, hut 
with liberty of keeping one-fourth of the hire, till the end of the next voyuge. 

Art. 30.— Besidw the regulw wages, there may be a premium in money, not exceeding twenty-fire florins for each 
capstan, the rest of the crew in proportion,) with this condition, that when a Herring-shii) is obliged hv iniury or anv 
other accident to sail home late, the propnetor may pay the half of the above-mentioned premium to the shin’s crew^ 
Art. 31. -In esse of shipwreck or delay, hire to be paid in proportion to the time, hot salvage lobe paid ifrst. ' 
Art. 32.-In case allernng-slnp be taken in war, no lure to he paid to the crew after, hut on their return the steers- 
man and crew to he paid up to the time of their being taken, and new hire to begin immediately. 

On the Fisheby and tbcatjiunt op the IlEnnixo on Se.w 
Art. 33.— The great salt Herring fisherj’ to be opened on the evening of tbe 24th of June, and closed on the evenine 
of ihi 31st of December ; in summer to be earned on in the open sen, in the latitude of Slietland or Edinburgh, at the 
distance of two leagues (of 20 to the degree) Irom the coast of the Cmuiueat, or of England ; aUinpmluauceof 
and under tbepenaltie.* contained m thelaiv of lalS, and the Arrete of ]8-»4 * ^ uaiice or, 

, Art. 34.— Herrings taken, Ac, acccordingio the law of 1818, divided into three principal sorts: 1 . Full Herrings are 
full of null and roe, these are most durable and fit for exportation; when iiciiv spawning they are called millers or 
rowers, (horn of Kuitziek,) and lose some of those qualities; they are subdivided into large and small saltHerrinas 
wluchl^t have the mostdtdicate taste. 2. Soft Herrings, (Maatjes Haring,) without miltorroe, but fat; these are 
mcebut lew durable. 3. Tliin Hemiigs, (Yle Harring,) empty of milt, roe, and without fat, but .also durable. These 
three principal sorts are divided into single and double wrak. when lying without pickle. 

Art. 35.— Tbe Herring to he barrelled, sorted, preserved or sprinkled, and fiu-ther laid or salted, as soon as nnicfi- 
cable, with no les.s than four tons of salt to tbe last, (about two tons.) ^ 

Art. 36.— Honings to be sorted according to the above-mentioned kinds, and maikod accordingly. 

Art. 3/ . — But milters need not be separated from rowers, iior large from small Heriiiigs. 
buUhro^n"overboMT’ injured foiling out of the net, or left lying in the hold from a former niglit, shall not be barrelled, 

Art. 39.-The steersmen shall use their be.st endeavours that tlie Herrings may be laid carefully into the casks, and 
not thrown into tbi^ negligently ; they .shall constantly superintend the work of the packers. Steersman to iadem- 
nily lor injuries, unless they have occurred contrary to his orders. 

Art. 40.— Proliibition to pack the casks more than once with crimped Herring, and cai'e to be taken that as little 
as possible may be lost of the blood-pickle. 

Art. 41;— Tlie packers to have their own numbers, to be cut into the casks. Steersmen answerable for the observa- 
tion of this and all other regulations. 

Art. 42. — The casks contaiiung Henings to be marked by distinctive tokens. 

Art. 43.— Before 21st July, no Herring to be salted but with coarse or unrefined salt ; but after the 21st July, the 
lull alone may be salted with fine or refined salt. ■' 

T 44.— Steersmen to mark the fine salt Herring casks before they are pnt into the hold. Those caught from 21st 

.Tuly, (day after St. Margaret.) ivith M., 26th July, (day after St. James,) to the 24th August, with J.; from 25th 
August, (day after St. Bartholomew,) witli B,; after the 14lli September, with a ffi, and the dale of the takin- 
Art. 45.— Casks to be marked with the ship’s number before they leave the vessel, and in case the vessel smls into 
another port than that from which it .sailed, the number to be given in to file members of tliis coilogo, there • and else, 
where to the local secretary. > “ 

Art. 46. — No Herrings to be given at sea to any but jagers. 

Op the bringing in of the I-Ierrinos. 

Art. 47.— St^r^en must not sail home from the fishery sooner than the day after tbe close of the fishing season, and 
not come in to harbour till the fourth day, with a freight of at least 18 lasts, (36 tons) of Herrings, packed at sea • in 
cases of doubt, steersman to testify to the arrival upon oath. ’ 

Art. 48.— Besides the obligation of the steersmen to bring the Herrings into this kingdom, (Art. 20, law 1818,) they 
must bring the Hernngs into this province, where they may be examined and marked. 

Art. 49.— Steersmen to give an accurate report at tlieir arrival, to a ]»rsou appointed by the college, on their once 
taken oath, of all the Herrings taken and brought in by them, distinguishing the quantities of each kind, with the age of 
the small salt Heirmgs ; ^ey are to receive a certificate, to be produced to the receiver when tbev pay their toMage, 
(last geld) and lastly give it up to the inspector, (licnrmeester) to serve him in lus subsequent inspection. 

Art. 50.- Steersmen forced to pntinto any other port of this kingdom than their own, and nliliged to leave their Her 
nngs there, not to pay their tonnage there, but nei ortheless togive in the report (as in Art. 49) to the college, and if no 
member or person aiipoiuted be there, to the locifi authorities. Book-keeper to pay the tonnage within 24° hours after 
notice of the arrival of the ship. x i. v = ic 

Art. 61. -Prohibition to steersmen employed in the salt Herring fishery to bring in any Herrings unbarrelled. 

O.v Tiir Inspection, Pitting Up, n.nd M.vrking op the Herrings on their Arrival. 

Art. 52.— Tbe Hernngs to be inspected by the appointed inspector (keurmeester) on the exhibition of the certificate, 
(Art. 49) immediately alter unloading, before tbe Herrings be sold, removed to tbe pack-house, or to any other place. 

Art, 63. —Fur the purpose of inspection, file inspectors shall (according to their instructions hereafter following) cause 
four casks to he opened, with the difterent packer’s marks, by tbe packers themselves, the Herrings to be taken out and 
replaced; and in case one or more of the casks be founduiisatisfactory, the others with tbe same marks to be examined, 
and the extent ot the damage to be reported to the water-bailiff and book-keeper. Packers to receive no wages till 
exsiuiuation is over. ^ 

A>‘‘- 54.— Injuries caused to proprietors by bad packing, mixing, <tc. to be made good by the packers. 

Art. 55. Casks containing similar kinds of Henings to be laid together, to facilitate the subsequent packing. 

Art. 66.-In pursuance ot Art. 38- and 45 of the law of 1818, no Herrings to be sold or exported unless the cask he 
first marked hy the examiner (keuimeester) with the name of the place and the year, (small casks excepted in Art 
16) and they may he sent to all places within tliis realm. ^ 

Art. 57 -—In case of changing the Heirings to another cask, it must be marked with the name of the province in 
lull, and the year. * 

Art. 58.--The first exaimnation of the Henings (Art. 56) shall, between bnyer and seller, be in force for fourteen 
.lays, but if the buyer shall desire it, it must be repeated ; none to be sold till tliey have been examined. * 

On the Packing of Herrings por Foreign Export. 

Art. 69. The packing of Herrings may he carried on, only hy persons empowered to do it, in the open stiviets, on 
the quays and public places, where it is customary, so that inspectors, examiners, and empowered persons, may have 
Iree access to it. ‘ i < j 

Art. 60.— No Herrings to be packed for foreign export without bdng first examined. 

_ Art. 61.— The packing of Herringsfor exportation is of two kinds ; small, or light packing, andlarge, or heavy pack- 
ing; ^fomer ot 14 tons, packed mto 13 barrels, the latter 14 into 12; care to be taken that the quality of the Her- 
nnp be not foiled by this packing. The casks of the heavy packing to be bound with at least 16 customary hoops. 

X, different kinds of Henings may be sent heavily or lightly loaded to every foreign place, excepting to 

file Elbe or Weser,whitherheavy alone are to he sent. The single wrack Herrings, after being cleaned, to be only 
lightly packed, and not sent to the Elbe or Weser. The double wrack, also tbe horn or kuit-sick Herrings, muslnot be 
packed at all, nor exported. " 

Art. 63.— The fine salt Herrings shall not be packed until they have lain ten days in the same pickle ; the time to be ' 
ascertained by the sieerman’s report. ^ 

Art. 64.— On the packing of Herrings into small or large casks, not the least mixture to take place, but, on the coB- 
trary, any of different kinds to be removed. ^ 

Art. 65. The kind of Herrings to be marked on tbe casks for exportation. 



Fis/iei'ies of Holland. 
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3 of the plnce to 

Art. 67.— Provided with the.^e mark.3. Herrings may be sent throngh the whole of this realm, and exported without 
being subject to further examination or marking. 

, the new Herringa come in, the casks containing the former year's Herrings to be marked with 

Old Hemiigs. ‘hose selling old for new Herrings, to be subject to the penalties imposed in the criminal code for 
selhug sjmnous merchandiw or provisions. 

irons fur marking os under, 56, 65, 66, 68, 87, to be once procured and paid for by the college, 
but the lurther maintenance of them to be left to the examiners, and the expense of heating to be borne bv those for 
whom the marking js used. i b j 

Art. 1 0. No Ileiring to be sent witliin or witliout the realm, without the mark of the sender being distinctly marked 
on the upper part ol the cask, which mark is to be registered by the secretary, with the residence of the sender. 

Art. 71. No Herring to be salted, laid, pickled, or packed into any cask, but such as has been examined and mark- 
ed according to this regulation, excepting casks smnller than sixteenths. No merchandize to be put into herriu‘'-casks 
and exported as Herrings ; allmarks to bo obliterated from empty herriug-cnsks. 

A,-f ,0 Every merchant to have in his service a sworn servant (pluats-knecht) who is not to be in any family-rela- 



Art. 

tion with him. 

Art. 73. — Excepting the packers and .servants, 
other person’s account. 



i> person shall cure I-Ien'iiigs for foreign commerce, on their o' 
THE Herbixo Casks. 

s wood, whole cask,? of not less than thirteen staves, a 



Henin 

ity, 



Art. 74. — Herring casks to bo made of good oak cooper’s wood, whole cask,? of not less than thirteen staves, as uearlv 
as possible of the same breadth, not narrower at the ends than five Netherland inches, and in proportion in the middle 
To be bound with good red barrel-hoops. The bottoms of tlio casks not to consist of more than throe pieces, well iointed' 
and as thick as the ends of the staves. ' 

Art. 75. — Directs the dimensions of tlie casks. 

Art. 76.— Every cooper to have a mark, with which the casks are to be marked before they are examined. 

Art. 77. — To be marked with the letter of the place by the examiner. 

Art. 78. — Herring casks already used to be re-examined, and re-marked before they can go to sea again. 

Art. 79.— No herring-cask, old or new, to be used, till it be examined and marked. 

O.x THE HnaaiNo Nets. 

Art. 80. —The yarn for herring-nets must be spun out clean, unmixed Netherlaud or Haltic hemp, to bo examined bv 
au empowered examiner. ‘ ^ 

Art. 81. — Yarn to be properly manufactured, watered, and dried. 

l^j'b 82. The Herring nets must be netted upon scholen of e^ual breadth ; two halves not to be made info one 

Art. 83. — Herring nets to he 748 scholen broad, and 68 full meshes deep; half nets 748 scholen, and 34 me.shes • 
each mesh with two knots, reckoning from top to bottom. ‘ 

Art. 84 .-—No new herring-net to be used till it Las been examined by a teller, and a lead affixed, bearing on one 
side the initial of the place, on the other the initials of the teller. The stump to be procured by tlie local government. 

Om the catchixc op IIerri.xqs bv Cod-Fisheus for Consumption. 

Art. 8o.— Cod fishers running out to sea before 15th July, may take Herrings for their own use, but must take no 
more than 8 slings nut for th.at purpose ; and it is prohibited to pack, salt, sell, give away, or bring to land any Her- 
rings, but any remaining must be thrown overboard. ^ 

Art. 86.— Cod fi.sbcrs running out to sea after 15th July, not to carry more than ten slings of net with them 
1 hey are permitted to pack and salt the Herring, but not otherwise than with coarse salt in whole or half casks 
immediately laid down, and thus unsortod. ’ 

K Art. 87.— Article 47 not applicable to the Herring called kerf-haring, but it most'be examiued by the examiner and 
the unwholesome thrown into tlie sea; tliat judged good, to be sold with open bottom, and branded with the word kerf 
Art. 88.— Steersmen of Cod ships to be swoni accordiug to Art. 11, and receive the instructions, &c. as in Art. 14. ' 

General ReouLATioss. 

Art. 89. --Steersmen and all other persons on board the herring ships, and jagers, to take care of the sliips, &c en- 
trusted to their care, taking uo vessel of any kind with them on their own account ; they must appropriateuo Herrings 
to themselves, sell, barter, and give away, neither merchandize nor tackling on sea or on lahd ; carry on no traffiem 
strong drinks, or any tiling else, on sea or in foreign lands, take no merchandize with them, nor suffer any 
so ; and lastly not run into a foreign port or to another province with their ship, excepting in case of neces- 

n return. 

D be paid by the pro- 

1, and_ a month’s imprisonment. (Aft. 23, 24 25, law 1818.) 

Art. 92.-- All herring-.ships to have a successive number between the first and last letters of the name of the nort to 
wMch they belong, put in black letters and numbers, not less tiian half Netherland ell in lengtli, upon the sail of the 
mizcm-mast. The same to be marked on buoys and nets, and steersmen are to return toproprietorsaaytacklinv 

found, mid to receive a fmr remuneration, or salvage, to bo decided by arbitration 

.\rt. 93.— Injuries to be punished as directed iu Art. 36.— (law of 1818.) 

Art. 94j— The persons mentioned in these regulations, especially Art. 6, to be unhindered in their service, but com- 
plaints to be made to the local-government, and the inemlier.s of the college. 

^818, and of these regulations to be given to all persons concerned free of expense. 

Art. 96. Tlie penalty lor breaking through a number of articles mentioned in Ihe original is seventy-five florin«. and 
mi imprisonment of seven days. '' 

Art. !17.— The fines to go to the exchequer of this realm, but those incurred for local police Iransgrossioas to vo to tho 
coinmune where the hue has been incurred, or to which the ship belongs, if it has been incurred on sea. 

Art. 98. Breaking througli articles enumerated in the original, to be punished by the piece. 

Art. 99.— The different oHicers convicted of wilful transgression, to be suspended or dismissed, in which latter case 
they cannot be again employed in this province, (law 18 J 8). ’ 

vindri reiuiatioi' concerning the salt Herring fisiiery repealed on the introduction of this pro- 

Art. 101.— Officers of courts of justice, burgomasters, magistrates of towns, aud country in the province of Holland 
to cause these regulations to be observed, and levy or cause to be levied, the fines. Copy to be sent to each. 

i.WSTnUCTIONS to the Colleoe for the GrE. 1 T Fishbrv. 

Art. 1.— This college to act for both parts of this province, under the authority of the minister for national indus- 
try, and with the council of the states, for the promotion of the good of the Herring fishery and trade. 

Art. 2.— The college to elect a president, and to appoint a secretary, aud other necessary officers, to pay and regulate 
their salaries under the sanction of the states. ‘ ^ ° 

Art. 3.- General meeting of the college to be held in May, at the Hague. The time to be advertised in the Siaats 
touiVTit, at least fourteen days previously, to give time to send in written requests, &c. At this general meeting, tlie 
accounts to be made up and closed, and with the documents, delivered to the states. At the same, the calculation of 
receipts aud expenses for the current year, to be laid before the states for approval. 

Art. 4.— The president may appoint a second meeting. Notice thereof to be given by the secretary to the members, 
and subjects of consideration to be mentioned. 

Art. 5-— The president may appoint several general meetings with the approbation of the provincial states. 

Art. 6. Whenever a.n hospital-ship is sent out to the Herring fleet, the commander, physician, <fec., to he appointed 
by the college, and Iheir pay to be regulated by it. The commander to receive his commission yearly from the college, 
and promise on oath a laiihful observance, as well of the general laws respecting the fishery, as of the contents of his 
commission. * =. v? 

Art. 7. The members of the college to receive no fixed salary, to receive tliree florins for every league from their 
place of residence, and eight florins a day when on business of the meeting. 

Art. 8. — Members to take au oath before the slates. 



Art. 90.— Directs the immediate sailing to the place of fishery on leaving port, and the 
Art. 91 — Penalty of 50 florins, on each ton, for buying Herrings on sea or iu foreign 1 



II foreign lands, t 
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Instructions fob Water Bailiffs (WATERscnouT.) 

^ out-fitting of the sHps, to give an opportunity for mustering 

•" ““ “■ •>'»■ 

IS s£„“r •' 

•» »"• •» >1' book.tope,, 0,3 t, ft. , ..j, „„i 

Art. 6.-He is to receive three floi-ins a year for each ship’s mustering, including the changes happening in the 



Fis//ei-ii‘s of HnUund- 



n whether the men 
done their duty. In case of very sat 

13 promote It, 4e.3™gmM3.1. in f3ll3rf^^ „m,r ...no, u m, controry t,k„ pi,,,, . m.ni. 

P‘. rar.” "" « ■ ■o™ 

Art.8.— He is to examine any differences between the steoi-smau and his 



r .• f . . capable of the business for which they engaged, and have 

“■ “H' •I>«™tion. lo U.e Olteot in l,i. roster, to be nbte 

the oJier hand, if the contrary takes place, 



vidual’s wages on their retarn. 

Art. 9.,— He shall to his utmost co-operate tn the observatiu 
of this province, and act with civility to all. On .any well-founded 
post by the college, tfcc. 

Art. 10.— He is to receive copies of the law, &c., and take 



;s incurred from the indi- 



of the laws and regulations of the great fishery 
3mplaint,he shall be suspended or dismissed from his 

Form of the Muster-Roll. 

Declare, &c. and Premise, 1. To bs satisfied with wages, *c. 2. Ditto rations, &c- 
lo be peaceable, sober, <fcc. 4. To obey the laws, &c.. 

Signed, (with distinction of ranks.) [Wateksciiout's Signature.] 

Instructions tor the Exasiiners anb Branders of Salt Herri.ngs. 
dbmissai”^^^^*^''* morning to evening, on penalty of suspension or 

Art. 2.-They are to carry on no trade in Herrings or salt fish ; be in no service nor family relationsbip with the 
merchantsor book-keepers, for whom they are acting, and perform their services personally j penalty, total dismiss^ 
Art. 3.— All persons to he pul at the distance of a Netheriaud ell from the ca4.s while the examiners areen»am*d 
with them; and no person to be allowed to touch the Herrings before they are examined 
Art. 4.-Examiners are not to ex^ue any I-Ierrin|s till they have seen the certificate, as mentioned in Art. 49, from 
the steersman, and to mark, ou the back, his rejiortof whathe has examined ; to report to the members of the CoUeae 
any neglectm the markson the casks. • me ..uucgi. 

Art. 5. — After examination to mark the casks, distinguishing the kinds. 

Art. 6.— To open a pro[iortioii of the casks at the bottom, and examine the IIerrin<>-s there • tlie rest as in Art 53 
Art. 7. "To have the faults in the packing Ac. rectified before their faces, by the original packer.^: but Herrings 
considered mjunous to health, should be removed; and under tbeinspection of the police, be thrown into the water ® 
Art. 8.— To have defectsin salting and pickling remedied by tbe pai-ties concerned 
I Art.9.-Tokeepareptorof allHerriiig^^ examined, with date, steersman, casks, and sort, in a form prescribed 
by the College, and to give an extract to any one concerned, or in case of iiece.ssity. ^ 

^[ter lujring called the overseer, (opzigter,) on finding Herrings improperly laid 
or mixed with sorts mfonor to those which the marks warrant. & i i r ‘-“u, 

Art, 1 1 . — To see that tlie packers and coopers act according to their directions, 

Art. 12.-Not to mark any casks .till assured of the contents. Tlie eights and sixteenths for foreign commerce 
are so far excepted, that they may be marked on the report of the packers. The examiners are, however to onen som^ 

of the pieces ; and m case of any defect, they are to demand the opening of all the casks 

Art. 13.-A11 the maiks directed by the provincial regulations to bo put on whole, half, and quai-ter casks, 
upon tlis side, as distinctly ns possible ; and those on eighths and sixteenths, where they may ho most readOv affixed 
^^^^‘^r^^’-Mar^iDSu-onstobekept in safe custody, and to be used by none but the examiners ; penalty, dismissal of 

Art. 15. — Fees of Examiners. 

Art. 16. — Oath lobe taken, and copies of law, &c., to be 
Instructions for the 
Art. 1. — To Act pursuant to Art 61. 



0 reprimand them, or report them 



•eceivedhy the e.xaininers. 
Herri.vo-p.ickers. 



Art. 2.— Do. Art. 02. 

Art. 3.— They must not pack fine salt Herrings, till the servant (plants knecht,) has upon liis oath decided that thev 
have lam ten days m pcklo. • v 

Art. 4.— They must not aid in the slightest mi-xture of sorts, and in case the mixtore is great, to report it to 1he 
overseer or examiner. iv.i.iiu mu 

Art. 0-— To perform their business in the open streets, quays, Ac., and to permit all access of empowered pereona 
Art. G.— To clean tb? pickle in the tub from lime to time, and to use none but .strained. i ~ ■ 

Art. 7.— To clear out all old and useless casks, and from such empty casks to obliterate all marks but not to do 



Art. : 



— To take au oath, and receive copy o 
Instbuctio.ns f 

— They are to take care that their n 



law, Ac. 

R THE SeRV.VNTS, (PlA.VTS KnECHTS.) 

ter’s packing yards may be opened at proper t 



powered persona have ready access to them. 

Art. 2.— To keep account of Herrings received and delivered, distinguishing sorts, Ac. 

Art. 3.— Not to suffer auy marks to be obliterated, Ac., on full casks; to give notice of any fraud to o 

Art. 4.— Not to suffer persons without right to meddle with theHerrings, and to see that the packers ni 
their instructions. * 

Art. 6. — To provide facilities for heating irons for the examiners, and answer their inquiries. 

Art. 6 — Tosee that no cask is delivered for foreign export, without the proper marks. 

Art. 7. — To see that marks are obliterated from old useless casks. 

All. 8. As packers, they may pack three casks at a time, and obey the dircction.s addressed to such. 

Art. 9. — To take care that no Herring-nets be sent out without the leads. 

Art. 10. — To take an oath, and receive copies of law, Ac. 

Instructions to Overseers op Herrings r 

Art. 1 . — To be ready and at band during the season for sending oi 
pension or dismissal. 

Art. 2.— To carry on no trade in Herrings or salt-fish, have no relationship, Ac. with merchants and book-keeners. 
lor whom they are acting ; to perform their duty in person, Ac. ' 

Art. 3. To repair daily, at different times, to the packing places, to see tliat all is performed according to these re- 
gnlations, e.speciaUy that differen t sortsof Herrings are not packed together, that the casks are in good order Ac. 

Art. 4. — To keep an exact register of all Herrings exported, specifying sorts, Ac. ' 

Art. 6.— The register to be kept according to a form prescribed by the great fishery college, to be sealed and signed, 



a ExronTATioN. 
it Herrings, from morning to evening; penalty, s 



that in case of differences, the extracts may be used as legal proofs. 

^^Art. 6.— At the desire of merchants, extracts to be given in tlie form of certificates. 



Herrings ; to receive a fee of 7^ c( 



0 the qnality, Ac., of the 



"a'i’ 0’”"^° strict secrecy respecting exportations, Ac., excepting towards the r-llege. 

Art. 8.-^0 httve a residence near the principal packing places, during the time of the .'xportation. 



Art. 9. To sign declaration, in conjunction with examiners, i 



;e of Art. 10, of the instructions for examiners. 
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Art. 1 0.— To see that no irregularities, drunJcennesg, &c., take place in the packing places ; to admonish and rsnnrt 
to the college. ^ “ 

Art. 11. — To take an oath and receive copies of law, Ac. 

iNsraycTioss rou the Examiners (Keobmeesters) and Markers of the Hebiuno Cooperage. 

Art. 1.— To be in readiness from sunrise to sunset, to examine and mark casks, when called upon, in the place 
where they are made or lie ready. ^ 

Art. 2. — To see that Art. "4 has heen observed. 

Art. 3. — To break in pieces defective staves, bottoms, and hoops, and to give information thereof as well as of defi- 
ciency in size to the maker, that he may repair or alter them, the first time. The second time the same cask comes 
before them defective, they are to strike off the edges and declare it forfeited : of both cases register to be kept. fHere 
follow the measures of the different kinds of casks.] ^ ^ 

Art. 4. — Casks already used to be examined and marked anew. 

Art. 6. — The marking and examining to be performed in the open streets, Ac., without the maker or any one on his 
part being pre.sent. 

Art. 6.— To mark with the local cask marks next to the coopers’ mark, such casks as are found perfect : and keep 
register of date, sort, Ac. ^ 

Art. 7.— Brandiug irons to he heated in his presence in the house or shop of the cooper. 

Art. 8.— In case the e.xamiuer be himself a cooper, his work is to be examined and marked by another examiner, 
and in case there be none, by the senior cooper of the place, after he lias taken the hereafter mentioned oath. 

Art. 9. — To receive a fee of seven cents for every cask marked. 

Art. 10. — To show his register on demand to the college. 

Art- 11. — To take an oath, and receive copies of law, &c. 

Directions por the Examiners of the Salt. 

Art. 1. — To be in readiness to examine when called upon. 

Art. 2.— Whenever tliey judge that the salt is not Spanish or Portuguese, or that the fine salt has not been refined 
within this realm, they are to give notice of the fact to the police magistrate of the place. 

Art. 3. — To keep a register of the quality, Ac., of the .salt they examine. 

Art. 4. — To receive a fee of twenty cents for each cx-imination. 

Art. 5. — To take an oath, and receive copies oflaw, Ac. 

Instbpctioks por the Examiners op the Kol por Herring Nets. 

Art. 1. — To be in readiness to examine when called upon. 

Art. 2. — To take out some of the kol out of each bundle, to judge of its quality, and to see that it he not bound 
with more than three strings. 

Art. 3. — To carry on no trade in hemp, net-yarn, cruets. 

Art. 4. — To receive a fee of ten cents for every 100 Notherland pounds. 

Art. S. — To take an oath and receive copies ol law, Ac. 

Instructions for the Sellers op Herring Nets. 

Art. 1.— Tohe in readiness to examine herring-nets, to see that Arts. 82 and 83 have been obeyed. 

Art. 2. — To measure each net, that it is of equal breadth at the two cuds and the middle. 

Art. 3. — To affix the lead as in Art. 84. 

Art. 4.— To receive 7J cents for every whole or half net, and find leads. 

Art. 5. — To take an oath and receive copies oflaw, Ac. 

Dated 7th July, 1826. Tocomointo operation 1st January, 1828. 

Decree or the 3rd April, 1818. 

In pursuance of the law of 1818, granting a Bounty of 500 florins from the Exchequer of the kingdom for the encourage- 
ment of tlie Iceland Cod Fishery, to be in force during tbe years 1818, 1819, 1820, Resolved ; — 

Art. 1. — Tbe committee of tbe Iceland or Cod Fishery chosen from audby the merchants interested therein, and under 
the appoiiilmeut of the Provincial States, shall make a yearly report of the numlicr of ships, whicli during the year, have 
heen fitted out, Ac., for this fishery and heen employed between the 65th and 67th degree, north latitude, with mention 
of the name.? of ships, book-kecpei-s, the result ot tbe Cod fishery in that yeai-, along with a certificate as well of Oie 
local government of tbe place where they have been fitted-out, as of the principal excise officer, from which such out- 
fitting may lie evident; all which, having been found regular I)}’ the Provincial States, the collective documents are to 
be sent to the depariment of home affairs, with their advice, that in the said department, the payments maybe made to 
the persons conoenied. 

Art. 2.— If, in any province, there he not a sufficient numberof merchants interested in the Cod fishery to elect a com- 
mittee, the above mentioned statement to be made yearly by each merchant in particular, to the States of his Province, 
all the conditions under Art. 1, being accurately complied with. 

Art. 3.— In virtue of the 2nd Act of the laws mentioned in the preamble, the states of the different provinces shall, 
on sending in the yearly report, (art. 1,) also give an accurate account of particular circumstances which may have 
taken ^laceduriug the year, respecting the. Cod fishery, in order to regulate whether, or in what proportion, the bounties 

Art. 4. -On receiving the reports prescribed iu Arts. I, 2, 3, our miaistor for home affairs shall give us yearly a gene- 
ral report, including his opinion and advice in this matter, so that we may dispose as we Intend of the bounty to each 
ship. Miuistor tbi- Home affairs, Council of Slate, Director-General of Excise, charged with the execution oftbispre- 
it^rrete^; with authority to the foimer to place it in the proper papers, to send a copy to the general exchequer, and to 



the Council of State. 



Decree OF THE ISth November, 1819. 

A royal arrete of6lh December, 1818, for tlie encouragement of the winter fishery, having been misunderstood, mer- 
chants believing that it was sufficient to fish witliiu a certain time and a certain latitude, and thinking they have 
Haims to the full bounty, no matter what time they have staid away ; and in tbe arrete of tbe 28th September, tbe pre- 
mium, as in the 6th Art. of the above-mentioned arrete, being strictly defined, whether to he given wholly, in part, or re- 
fused,- new explanations me therefore found necessary ; the object being to'promote thewinter fishery on the Iceland const, 
by the same crows and ships as carry it on in the summer, to the end that the fishery may be constantly maintained, and 
the pi-eserviug tbe necessary class of fishermen for it. To entitle merchants, therefore, to the enjoyment of the bounty, 
they must more or less have in view the promotion of the foregoing objects. 

The ship must have at least 20 lasts Herring-cusks 14 to tbe ton, in the hold, and be provided with a well, to contain 
300 to 400 Cod alive. Not to be manned by less than 12 hands. Not lo take less than 24 Herring casks of saltfor salt- 
ing. 1 lie exercise of this fishery to be during the mouths from December to March inclusive, unless the sea and wind 
evidentiy prevent it for a while. The fishery to be carried on between the 66th and 57th degrees. To bring in at least 
the half ol the fish salted in cask.s. ° 

The committee for this fishery i,s to see thatall these commands are obeyed, to give certificates at the end of the sea- 
son (crop) iif how many voyages each ship has made, the time it went out and returned, the quantity of salt taken out, 
and Ol tish brought in, distinguishing the fresh and the salt. On full proof of the above conditions having heen complied 
•with, merchant to receive 500 florins. s r 

_ But in proportion as these conditions have been less complied with, the bounty to he reduced. States of the different 
mteresied provinces to act with caution in making out their report, (in pursuance of Art. 4, of the arretd of 6th Decem- 
Der, lbl8,) ot tbe yeai-ly success of the winter fishery w the mmistry, so .that the circumstances may he correctly known, 
■which may have an influence on the giring of the bounty. 

- ^ , receive bounty going out for the first time iu March, to prevent ships going out to the spring or Kol fishery 

-n April, to take advantage of the bounty. r d o i o v. 



Kbqulations 



E Lesser, or Fresh Herring Fishery. 31st December, 1622. 



apFotation obtained for these regulations, a court tohe established by the States, with the 
title ol College lor the Lessur or Fresh Herring Fishery, for the province of HoUand, having authority over every thing 
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cwinected with the fishery, mentioced in the 15th of the law of 1818, and to act according to in<tmrt:oo« 'n,o 

nty of this collie my.he extended to the superintendence of the Pan Herring Fisheiy, (law 1818) and the Coast Pisherrt HoUafuH 

file object of whichis the taking of all sorts of sea fish excepting Herrings. i i 

• 2.— The oollege-lo insist of eight members, to be chosen from among the most resnectahle and infinputial 

m H^’‘fFi"b?^'on^L‘zuirr-z“rb.^n4"L'Aey^^'efi^ ' 

!’“'>>■ P””"*- ■ie»=a«a .=.W bj lh,p,„idot, ..d o.dat™gn,d b, fh. 

a ‘'"o s>'ilors hare taken the oatli ns under H 

Art.6.-Snlhcientnumber of copies ol these regulntious to be printed within a month ot the Lsklation'^^ 
lege; copy to be given to each boat, andalso a copy of thelaw of 1818, gratis t ‘ ot tne instaJlatiou of the col- 

4»’;7b™ w s?b.“Sr *”• “ “• "“““p “ -p 

Art. 10.— All personsconcemed to do their utmost to preserve and take careof the shins. <fec entrusf[»dtf,ti.»T„.f- 

ITi” £ S,«? ^ “'—0 •" '“■■ £“t 

r™ ■» «' - '»»• «»■ db.«, 

.fainted to lb..,.,,..., „d„d„ .be„p.to.- 

Herrings, as much duty past geld) is to he naid to this cIIp-tp «. ;» v. 
yearly for 14 tons of i’lokle Herrings to the college of the great I'isherv fArr I?uo - 1 °.l P'“'^ “ c“J‘ege as is paid 

A"'? " w *° under C, on the dose of the season. 

Art. lb.— ihe oaths to be taken before the colle"e. or its urusidcnt nssietp.i v.v n-« u • * , 

thereof, exlracUs of which to be used as authentiSofV secretary, who is to keep regisfei- 

fc»dA;;;3!‘M?“°“‘"‘'“''°^ ^..*..8,1.,™, towii„u„„ ^„„.d, i. b.ru.i.h.d, „ 



OP THB AfFAIBS C 
F Holland. 



e Fbesh Hebiunc Fishef 



vir^A^'nnA purport as Art. 1. This college to act with the council of the states of both parts of thisnro- 

vince, and under the superintendence of the department, <fec., of public industry parts oi ims pro- 

Art. 2.-Thecollegetoactawordiugtothelawofl818, the regulations before mentioned, and other decrees which 
that merchants and book-keepers observe them cues, winch 



Art. 3pfo propose regulaUons and orders to the states for the advantage of this fishery, especially to anuoint the 
tnne of the co^t fishery as weU with the beug as with sclirob-nets. (baited and sean nets,) and liies, the denth^breld* 
ofnets, and all regulations wluch may beneeexsary for thepromotioa of the Pan Herrin^ Lhery o«adih 

b.ta, £;I"5 d“.b“ ?' “• f™ ?.~b « 



brfore, in case of death, &c., the members to electa new president, to continue tliree yenij*. The former presi’d^^eH'^ 
pble to ^ re-elected Vice-president to be elected, to actin case of absence of the president. ThfAS of th^fire^ 
the states. The president.has power to appoint ordinary and extra-ordinary assembUes 

di.2“dT"", SS“?.s:s,“'.£. S 2ie£,£:i““ °' ■» ”’■»'■ ““ >'» !■“*■ <“ ‘= 

• ^ fbe poiiib to be discussed before the merchants interested, or their book-kc-eners and to 

inquire whether they have any objections to have such laid before the first meetin-v -to-epers, and to 

- ordinary assembly to be held in the first week ip Augu° t, unless important reasons tin tbp 

;^^ent of the president,) should require it to be held earlier. In this assembly the followiii<^Vrto be trausacted - 
1 . The consideration and decision of the points piop,issd at the first assembly. 2 . The deliverip.. of accomiir^^^^ 
counting for moneys, and their direction before the states, aud in the hearing of such interested pereoas! ^ e e^’tors wTA 

SlL2?dpisS?„£t2"™.:'“^ ““ — .0 

Art. 8.— tollege to appoint secretary and other officers, To provide them with the requisite instructions, and to ree,, 
Ih^ene’Js anthonzalion of the superior powers, the annual sefiaries which they are to receive accordhig to thei?^ elfec- 

Art. 9.— College to hold its ordinary assemblies at Katwyk, on the Rhine. 

aA!' of the States, to appointreceivers of the last geld (tonnage) ; who are to find security 

oouJgA)^'~^° niembers of college, but remuneration as in Art. 7, Provincial regulations, (directioiis Zr 

A^t‘ '■? foUowiy year to the States, before the ordinary meeting in August. 

nprlLi; ■ O®®®; Oath of steersman, and two sailors to observe the regulations; the last bein' to tin- effect of 

to hSf onS”irarl" »=®tland, Shetland, or any foreign country. Oatfi to'the same offec t 



Abrete, of 15 th Novemeer, 1826, i 



THE Conservation and Encopragement o 
p THE Province of Holland*. 



E Long Shore Fishery 



co^™aHwr^‘? *^H.*’* V^ovince of Holland, who shall fit out boats 

b ' Mlo'^mg dispositions, between the 5th of November and the 14th of February, without interruption 

i..ppttobi,:22 «‘to?r.2™ “It '.Sr TtoSoi. 

tonse all inhabitants of the province of Holland, are forbidden 

a D?u^l?n.= ^ o'- “ther nets, whose smallest me.toes in the pockets shall be npide on 

P ( > ess fiian three inches ume lines broad, Netherlandish measure. It is nevertheless allowable, from the 16th 

• The Provmces of Antwerp, Zclond, and West Flanders, objected to being included in this arrangement. 
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Soperintendcnce left 
to Local Authorities. 



of June, till the 16th October, (but only in the outer sea,) to fish with nets mode on a pin of the breadth of three 

Art. 3.— The poclcets of nets shall be at least three yards (trois aunes denx palmes,) long, and 160 meshes broad. 

Art. 4. Nets with pockets which close, shall not exceed twelve ells, six palms in length, and shall be of a breadth 

proportionate to the length, and to the boats to which they belong. 

Art. 6.— The pins employed in net-making shall be of brass, and of good quality; on one side_ shall be engraved across 
its breadth, the mches and lines, and on the other side the arms of the commune. These pins shall be liable to ex- 
amination and measurement. . . , ■ . 

6.— From the loth November till the 16th of Febrnary, inclusive, all fishing with seans or other drag-nets w 
rigorously forbidden ; (excepting only shrimp-nets, > such nets, therefore, must not be used, or found on board. During 
this period line-fishing alone is permitted. , , , , „ , 

Art. 7.— For the Herring fishery (the Pan-herring inclusive) in as much as it is apart of the long shore tishery, the 
trammel-net alone is allowed. Every species of sean or net with pockets is prohibited. 

Art. 8. —Contraventions of the above prohibiUons, shall be punished by a fine which for each offence, shall not be less 
than fifty florins, nor exceed loO florins, with imprisonment of from seven to fourteen days, according to the gravity of 
the case, or repetition of the offence. 

Art. 9. In all the communes of Holland, where any species of fishing is earned on, the governors of proymoes 

chained with that office, shall, on the proposition of the local administrators, name inspectors for the examination of 
nets, '’and all things in relation to it. These inspectors can neither he curers nor fishers, nor have any other interest 
in the fishery. The persons chosen, should, as far as possilile, be impartial, independent, and capable under all cir- 
cumstances, of boarding the boats. The existing inspectors to be preferred if found capable. 

Art. 10.— Inspectors are authorised to exercise tbeir functions every where. They may consequently at any hour 
visit, and they are required from time to time, to go from place to place, and make visits and examinations. 

Art. 11.— Over and above their salaries, (which shall be fixed in their instructions,) the in-spectors shall receiv e 
half the fines levied, the other half goes to poor of the place where conviction is had. 

Art. 12.- The provincial states of Holland shall draw up the instructions for inspectors. They shall also make re- 
gulations, and fix the fines and penalties for their contravention, such as they may think necessary for the due execu- 
tion of this Arrfite, these must be uniform for the coasts of both parts of the province. 

Art. 13. —This Arrete may be extended to the other provinces along the coast, with any required modifications on 
the demand of the states deputies. In the meantim.e, the inhabitants of the other provinces shall not fish along the 
coasts of the province with nets contrary to this Arrete, under the penalties mentioned in Art. 8. 



APPENDIX, No. XXXVII. 

The Fisheries of Denmark. 

Copy of a Letter from Sir H. W. W. Wynne, His Majesty’s Envoy at Copenhagen, with the Report 

of the Danish Chamber of Domains, on his Inquiries respecting the Fisheries, — to Viscount Pal- 
merston, G. C. B., &c. &c. &c. 

Copenhagen, June 27, 1836. 

Fkliunttbf Dcumurk. My Lorb,— I have to apologize to your Lordship for my apparent neglect of the directions con- 
tained in your despatch, No. 12, of last year, to obtain answers to certain questions concerning the 
laws regulating the Fisheries in this country ; but notwithstanding my repeated applications, I have not 
till now been able to obtain the enclosed answers from the department. 

I regret that the information is not as full as might have been expected, after so long a delay, but 
since the loss of the Salmon Fishery in Norway, and the total failure of that of Herrings in Jutland, the 
Fisheries in this country are of little account. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. W. W. WYNN. 

In confoimity with the request of M., the Envoy of His Britannic Majesty, the Depaitmeut of Foreign Affairs has 
demwidedby its letterof the 12th January, explanations: — _ • 

1. As to the rules established iu Denmark with respect to tiie time in which the fisheries are permitted, and the 
manner in which they are exercised. 

2. On the nets and other engines prescribed by the law. 

8. On the encouragements or premiums offered to the owners of fishing boats, nets, or otlier engines of particular 
construction, or to those who fish oft' certain coasts, and prepare different sorts of fish. 

The Chamber of Domains has the honor to answer to these queries, that with respect to the first and second ques- 
tions, neither for Denmark nor the Dntchies, does there exist any general law concerning seasons, or the modes of ex- 
erdsiug the business of the fishermen, or concerning particular nets or engines ; and further, that it is presumed that 
the special regulations relative to the fishery in the LUmfgord, cannot possess any general interest, considering' the 
locality and particular circumstances of tliat gulf, which is regarded as a domain for the crown. 

The Chamber, however, will not omit to mention the regulations prescribed for tlie said LUmfgord, touching the 
use of certain nets at certain epochs. It is ordered that the nets named “pulsodde,” for the taking of Eels, shall only 
be used from the 24tli of June till tlie 24th of August: and that the nets for the taking of Herrings, shall not ordi- 
narily be used, except from Ihellth of May till the llth of June; and from the lith September to the llthDecember. 
It is further ordered, that the meshes of the herring and eel-nets used iu the said gulf, should have a deteimined size. It 
is likewise forbidden to fish in certtun specified places, where the fish are generally supposed to spawn. 

Touching the third query, no general law e.xists, directing encouragements or premiums for fishing boats, nets, of 
other engines of any particular construction ; but a small sum is annually set apart for the encouragement of the 
' coast fishery, mid more particularly for making advances to fishermen who cannot provide their own nets, engines, &c. 

Lastly, during aseriesof years, with a view to encourage fishing with decked vessels off the coasts of Iceland, there has 
been granted to every inhabitant of that island, and also to such merchants of Denmark or the Dutchies, who have 
formed trading establishments there, a premium of 14 (metallic) crowns per last, on decked vessels of from eight 
to fifteen lasts, employed in fishing off the island. The o'bject of this measure seems, however, to have been obtained; 
as a very considerable number of vessels of the required size, equipped in that island, are now employed in the trade; ac- 
cordingly the abolition of these premiums is under consideration. 



APPENDIX No. XXXVIII. 

The Fisheries of Russia. 

Copy of a Letter from His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg, with Observations on the Fisheries 
of the Caspian, and the Rivers in the Government of Astrakhan, communicated by Count Nessel- 
rode to the Viscount Palmerston, G. C. B., &c. &c. &c, 

St. Petersburg, 30th April, 1836. 

FxthtrUt of Mssia, My Loim, — I have the honour to enclose you a statement respecting the Russian Fisheries, which 
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I have just received from Count Nesselrode, and which I had requested from him in obedience to the 
instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch, No. 23, of 29th December, 1835. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) DURHAM. 



Fuheiiet <4 JlussU. 




The fisheries of the Caspian are nnder the superiutendence of a Board established at Astrakhan, and snbordinate to 
the Regency of that city. . . -a 

. The officers of this Board provide for the maintenance of order among the fishermen ; and examine and decide on the 
spot all disputes which arise among them. This jarisdiction is genenilly exercised by engaging the disputants to choose 
arbitrators, whose award is executed at once, and without appeai- 

The fisheries are distinguished into those of the open sea, and those of the coast. 

To the former, belongs the fishery at the north-east of the Caspian. This fishery is divided into three dislncts,_and is 
pnraned twice in the year ; in the spring, until the middle of May ; and in autumn, from the middle of August, till the 
sea is closed by ice. . . , a • * 

In the open sea, every one may employ what engines he finds best suited to the locality, excepting only floating-nets, 
formerly used in anminer for the capture of great fish, hut which have been found injurious to ^e fisheries. 

All persons desirous of engaging in this fishery, are hound to declare to the Board the number of fishing boats they 
intend to employ, on each of which they pay a tax of ten roubles. 

The fishers are distributed in brigades of fifty boats. Each brigade chooses from amongst its own members, a cap- 
tain, whose duty is to superintend the boats of his division, and the conduct of the fishermen; to visit the spot assigned 
for their operations ; and to take cognizance of all tilings which may concern the employment. . 

As to the in-shore fisheries ; — those of the mouths of the Volga, belong to the state, and are let to the highest 
bidder. The farmers of. the four principal mouths of this river have permission to take fish by means palhsades 
thrown across the river, and to use all sorts of netting (greage). In the fisheries of the other rivers which fell rate the 
Caspian, and which are private property, no netting or instrument which can interfere with the penotiical migration of 
the fish is permitted ; neither is it allowed to stretch lines from the shore and attach pots to them. 

The government gives neither premiums nor bounties, nnder the conviction that self-interest may ho depended upon 
to excite the fisherman to perfect himself in his art ; but as to the regulations for this branch of industry, their faimur-. 
able operation has been satisfactorily demonstrated, by the quantity of capital wliicli the merchants of Astrakhan have 
embarked in the trade, and by the considerable profits they have made. 



APPENDIX, No. XXXIX. 



The Fishebies or Sweden. 



Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the British Embassy in Sweden, with transcripts of Ordinances 
and Public Documents relating to the Fisheries. 



Stockholm, March 30, 1836. 



Mt Lobd, — In obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 9, of the 
29th December, last year, to transmit to the Foreign Secretary’s Office, statements of the regulations 
which exist in Sweden for the protection of the Fisheries, I have endeavoured to obtain the best in- 
formation on this subject, and have the honor to enclose herewith translations of the following docu- 
ments : — 

No. 1, — Summary of ordinances relating to the Fisheries in Sweden, published by order of the 
Government in 1823. 

No. 2. — Communication to the King of Sweden by the Councillor of State, M. Poppius on the 
state of the Fisheries of the western coast, dated Gottenburg, July 15, 1833. 

No. 3. Journal of the investigations on the Fisheries along the north-western coast of Sweden, 

held at Stromstadt, the I7th June, 1833. 

No. 4. — Report of the meeting at Gottenburg for taking into consideration the adoption of mea- 
sures for the improvement of the sea Fisheries in the Bohus Province. 

No. 5 Extract from the Journals of the Council of State, held at Stockholm, on the 24th of 

August, 1833. 

No. 6. — Letter from the Governor of Gottenburg to the King of Sweden on the Fisheries. 

No. 7.-— Report of the Exchequer Board, (Kammer Collegium) to the King of Sweden on some 
legal points connected with the rights of fishing of the owners of the shore. 

In the inclosure No. 1, will be found a summary of the laws published in 1823, since which time 
little has been actually done by the Government, in affording better protection to this branch of in- 
dustry, though numerous inquiries have been instituted into the subject with a view to improving the 
existing system. This code is now undergoing revision, and the supreme court of justice is preparing 
a report to be laid before the Council of State. 

It is not expected that muchbenefit will resultfroin the investigation, as the fishing along the western 
coast, heretofore the most productive, has greatly fallen off within some years, and the Herring fish- 
ery in particular has decreased to an extraordinary degree. 

The Swedish Government are desirous to give every encouragement to the fishing establishments, 
but the only premium or bounty afforded by them is a special privilegegranted to M. Mallin, of Udde- 
valla, for deep sea fishing. He is to be allowed a yearly salary of about i'84, as encouragement for 
employing. three vessels, Swedish, British, or Dutch, in the course of the year. The vessels and 
cargoes are to be free of port charges and all other dues. The object of this privilege, (which, how- 
ever, has not yet been acted on,) is to introduce the English system of fishing, by extending the voy- 
ages further to the westward, for which larger vessels than those hitherto in use must be employed. 

Swedish fishing vessels of all descriptions are exempted from port and other dues, and the sale of 
fish cannot beburthened with municipal charges. Smlors enrolled in the royal navy are permitted to 
serve on board fishing vessels, and if such vessels are employed in the deep sea fishery, they are con- 
sidered as on actual service. 

The inclosure No. 3, contains evidence given by the principal fishermen at Stromstadt in 1833, in 
which will be found the different opinions as to the causes of the declining state of the Herring and 
Lobster fisheries. 

All the inclosures, except No. 1, have been furnished me by M. Skogman, the President of the 
College of Commerce, under whose directions the projected changes in the fishery laws are to be intro- 
duced. These papers have not the weight of ordinances, but will tend to shew the state of the question 
at the present moment. 

' I have the honor to be, 

To Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., &c. &c. (Signed) J. A. D. BLOOMFIELD. 



Fisheries of Sweden. 
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Part I.— On the Fisheiues in Sweden in general. 

Chapter I . — The Privileges and Duties usually connecled tvilk Fishing considered as a Craft. 

Sec. 1.— The King wUl protect and favor every jnliabitant of this kingdom, of whatever rant or condition he inav he. 
who cornea on any kind ot hshery. Every man’s lawfuUy obtained fishing j.lace, whether it be rented, taxed, or fr«- 
the'^fniu^e without annoyance, as may beat advantage himself and the country, both now and for 

Sec. i. -All the inhabitants of either town or country without distinction as to place or person, are free to hnV 
“* sea-port towns or tlie sea coasts and country fishing places ronnd about, as every 
may think bwl, and without let or Imidrancefroin any <4narterwhatsoever,fresh, whole salted, or ready cured tisli^e“^ 
sort and kind for their own consumption. They shall also be permitted, for their own houseliold wants, to procure ssS 
^and pack upany and every marketable fish iu whatever way, vcasel, or maimer, they may find mo“t con«£ienr\t^i 
*», ^ salted in and prepared by himself for themarT 

the countiy. In order, however, to insure agood 



ket, may freely dispose of it, lay it up in the 



'‘‘ions shall be exactly and roJilarVsuperinrncbdV^rsM 
ouently beiucumbeiiton all who pursue this branch ol induslry, to take cai'e by inspeetiefu on the snot, that onlv send 
&h shall be prepared, and that these are perfect!.’ well salted and packed in. It will then be purchased with^ennfi 
dence mother pfaces, as a sound and trustworthy ar^cle of commerce. pmehased with confi- 

concerning weights and measures in this kingdom, a reaulai-lv eauaed 
tod stand, ird barrel contamiug 48 caiins, (33 gallons English measure,) shall be used, whenever fresh fish are houg^or 
sold. He who sells fish by any other measure than that just stated, shall forfeit (10 d.) 3 r.d. 16 sk. (os. 6d ) ■ on con. 

double that sum ; and for every succeeding similar infraction of the law, (40 d.) 13 ill 16 sk * 
(4l2s.6d.); all which fines shall go to the mforroev. ' -aoba, 

?? “ quarter, or eighth part barrels shall be employed, aU 

Ssome ai^efor ha^ 'T ? f Sagged and measur^ 

oy some gauger or hai hour master, before any fish intended for sale axe deposited therein. Any infraction of this clause 
forfeiture of the goods. A barrel of salt fish should contain from end to end, 48 Swedish emns. 
(33 gaiioiis,) or ppts thereof in proportion to their size, and should be made of oak, beech, or spruce fir, not of 

ownV;rrp:”^ij: :r^ s^ -n^quenti^;. »;oK 



forfeiture of the goods. A barrel of salt fish should contain from end to end, 48 Swedish emns. 
(33 gaiioiis,) or ppts thereof in proportion to their size, and should be made of oak, beech, or spruce fir, not of 
Ihe latter wood is very unfit far holdmg .salted fi.sli, and every barrel made of such will conheouently exnose its 
owner to a pen-ilty of (J2 d.) 32 sk.. (Is. 3tf.) : except however in place.s whore spruce fir isTot Cndinu^.S suffi 
Clout for tile purposes of cooperage. A barrel ol herring oil shalfhold 60 cans (411 gallons.) an oyster kea 16 cans ('ll 
with m’ 24 cans, (16f gallon.s). That gauger or harbour master who stamps undersized fish casks 

with marks implying tliem to be ofthe standard measure, shall be fined (20 d.) 6 r.d. 3a sk.,(U« ) besides makin-- aood 
^LlZ inteution/iOy done, heXlt i’e puSied ^ S 

.^1» 1 u ? chap. 8, sec. 3. Fresh, salt, smoked, and dried fish, may also be sold by wei'^bt, pro- 
nded It be dwie wutii standard weights, and authorized steel-yards ; in default of which 'the goods are forfeited to the 
^TclT' indeed 1ms heretofore beto 



threase.”’^’ ®°y sepai-ately or iu bundles of ten or eighty as indee°d hZs" her^ofore^^eto 

witr^ifkte Kuf A® shall be well salted and carefully packed in 

5™C* <•“ 

finid’e^r d 's2®sk^Tf otljerway acts fraudulently or deceitfully, shall forfeit the articles, be 

• .1 “■’ j ®nd indemnify the purcha’ser for any losses or expense. Should the nurcha’>er how 

rasponSty.'^® without cai-mg to have them properly packed in and examined, the seUer shall b^e freed from bis 

Sec. 6.— \Fhen fish ai-e laid, repacked or sold away, either in serviceable old bairels or in new vessels of beech orV 
or spruce fir, a penalty of 3 r.d. 1 6 sk. (5s. 6.f.) shall be incurred, if sufficient care be not tnkto that both ^fnr 
are perpendicular, to each other, as regards the joinings or knots in the vvoo^ Th^bun^hole ffiso tLm 
0x2 pick e IS poured in, shall be so bored that when that si^ of the barrel lies uppermose ffifsea^^^ 
tom ^ such barrels may be safely transported on ^^oard ship, without either of bot- 

toms giving way, or becoming loose, Ihrough the weight pressing upon it. ^ ^ 

all fish ,‘’n ’’® >>e taken out of 

the vent Al fish «“>y to 

fisL an wl,os\ad/Z s sh^ 'w Z* '®“fi*®^^ted. The same law shall apply to smoked 

s ,c ft «1 he e.xtracted ; bloater or red Hemngs and such small fish excepted, 

lintrt'ruuufthe shoiIs^TuT® ^"7“ 77 disturbed by any kind of noise or tumult. While therefore they 
fished f7 and ? 1 ^ it tile appearance ot Herrings ou the coast, dunug the whole time they are 

S ari ’shall b^ffi.ed 3 71' 1 r ‘7 ^ hand 

K7d.32sk rcTin/l blasting of/ocks, the penally shall 

a poniiltv of lu r d n7?'l fnef-it' a *l excepted ; but it shall be the duty of the pilot, under 

a pc 1(111} 01 iu i.a.( 7s.) forfeited to the mformer, to commuiucate the above le'-ulations to ev^ry caotaiu or com 

nf ft f' I ° * ^hall be levied on all vessels sailing over draught nets or seans • and a fine 

the above regulations, madsteads and the common anchorages are'-xclp^d! ^ 

ei^rt km1,.?77i done without hindrance or injury to others, freely to 

erect and establish on common lands and such domains of the crown as are mentioned below IPivm/ o slv i V « vk 

w^rkueoplf 7 1 “i’ i together with dwellmg-houses for all such servants and 

revenues of the cr.vwn ^ investigate the particulars thereol, and legally to guard and protect the 

commonVand7?*^'^7 ^ possible may be benefitted by suitable fisliing grounds, no one, either on 

orTdti^'^orL l^dliolder or proprietor, shall mcloL morespace tha“ni requ^d foZ^tth.^ 

aheadv acauiroA than ha ^ ' * ? S’ t'^tion a greater portion of any such land which he may have 

Sec. l7iTcnr!fi7 7®in PfO'-e to be necessary for the prosecution Sf his business. ^ 

toy persons wishin^Tto fish ranloin'flv'a-^® *“ partnereiiips, a written explanatory document shall be drawn up by 
cleaAy sfvted SuZh com7 ,7^ 7, nP 7 “ J -‘H tli^e conditions and regulations agreed upon shall be tlnieii 

such conditions M areCa'^.Tnnan? o and for the advantage of each shareholder, so long and upon 

he prevented from solli^ his iha7^fr.^7 shareholders at the commencement of their parUiership. No one, however, can 
holder thereabout; pi’ov!de7it 7 firs7 office whomsoever desii’es to purchase it, and can agree with the 
nestly bidden. AllLods in tr,™ 7 off>sred to Che company, and they refuse to pay font what another may haveho- 
ever/dremnstan^ f7e re^-itdl 117- ^ or purch.uied by fisliing or salting companies, which, under 

distress. This, however ‘Ihnii ? '‘1 ‘7 common, shall be exempt from warrants of seizure or 

such a company, the 0th6r'shareholHpr7f7i7°^’ ^7^ "7“ “ ‘^®.d'‘or any debtor who may be a shareholder in 
shtoeinthe7olan7 ThferS f the judge employed every necessary information as to the debtorsj 
sessed by his debtor.^nd cousequentirctotoZ su7l7i? ’“r f 7’ "Pousiih conditions, as it was pos- 

the unanimous oUu“lE“Crui“ ”” ““ 

not necessary for their craft, shall 
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employer shall demand his return within six weeks after receiving plain intelligence of the fact, he shall he immedi- 
ately sent hack to him, through the interference and assistance of tue Governor of the Province. In case the reoruituig 
officer knew that the recruit's employment rendered him of itself incapable of entering the service, he shall be Sued 
6 r.d. 32 sk. besides being answerable to the master for his obligations, if it should prove that the officer’s own 
conduct since the enlistment has caused or enabled the recruit altogether to escape. Should the recruit on the other 
hand have concealed his trade, thus enlisting with an intention to deceive, he shall forfeit, on being recovered, 3 r.d. 
16 sk. for the first offence, and double that sum for tlie second, and for the third, shall he condemned to one year’s 
hard labour; every time repaying in addition to the above punishments all costs. Should the master or employer he con- 
victed of haring collusively agreed with the recruiting officer, deceitfnlly to engage a workman in the service, he shall 
forfeit 6 r.d. 32 sk. : and the workman shall he set at liberty, and be forgiven any debts or obligations he may ]>revi- 
onsly have contracted with his master ; the enlistment too shall be disapproved and rejected, and all such fines shall be 
divided between the informer and the military che-t: whoever is not able to pay the fines shall sull'er corporal punish- 
ment, in accordance with the code of punishments contained in the general law. 

Those who carry on fisheries, on the other hand, shall in no wise shield from serving the King, hired or 
household servants not really engaged in some fishing department. As to how fur they must take part in the general 
defence of the kingdom, every information will be found in the laws on that head. 

Sec. 14. — All persons engaged in fishery are also freed from having soldiers billetted on them, from army tase.s, from 
providing post horses, and from several similar liabilities. Should they, however, dwell on a regularly taxed estate, or 
carry on any kind of trade, they must submit to the above, like all other farmers and tradesmen. 

Sec. 16. — In order that the quantity of salt requisite for the wants of the fisheries may always be forthcoming, all 
those advantages and duties shall apply thei'eto, which are established in the laws relating to that subject. 

Sec. 16.— Tile law relating to the catching and killing of wild animals, especially provides and regulates how Seals, 
Otters, and other creatures destructive to fish, may he caught and shot ; also contains i-egulations for shooting or 
taking wild animals among the islands on the coast, upon rocks and inlets not belonging to any particular farm or 
estate, or out in the open sea. Everything rol.ating to seabirds on this subject, the leaving their eggs and young undis- 
turbed, and the proper time for seeking or shooting them will also he found! in the general law just mentioned. 

Chapieii II . — On Deep Sea Fishing. 



Fisheries SweitH* 



Sec. 1. — Every inhabitant of the kingdom has a right to carry on and employ, to his own advantage, all fisheries in 
the open sea, or on rocks, coasts or islands, the property of the Crown, or which do not actually belong to somo farm 
or estate, or which are not occupied under some particular agreement or jurisdiction. 

Noblemen may also carry on any kind of saltwater fishery in the open .soa ; so that if any is inclined to risk the 
trouble and expense necessary for catching Herring, or other sorts of fish tlierein, and no one be injured orinterfered 
with, on the shores or at the usual fishing stations, no payments shall he demanded, and no hindrances experienced, 
either through officers of the crown or any other persons. Of course, however, the proper persons must be agreed 
with, respecting landing places for the boats and fishing, and other necessary tackle. 

Private saltwater fisheries, the property of the crown, shall be regulated as is stated below, cap. 3, sec. 1 , concerning 
river ajid fresh water crown fishenes. 

Sec. 2. — Besides exemption from enlistment, and other such public burdens, which all engaged in fisheries enjoy, as 
has been before stated in cap. 1, sections 13, and 14, the vessel of all salt water fishermen, shall, hi addition, be ex- 
empt from the regulation comjielling them to wait till their dimensions and tonnage be nscertaiued, and also from all 
crown embargo, so long as such vessels are engaged in prosecution of the fishery, or the disposal of their cargoes, 
except in the case of great necessity. 

Sec. 3. — The governor of the province, on properrepresentations being made to him, shall supply at reasonable rates, snch 
salt water fishermen as do not themselves possess oak or other sori iceable wood, with the proper materials for fishing 
boats end barrels, to he taken from the common lands and royal forests, provided they can bear such thinning without 
damage, or causing a scarcity of timber for other more important purposes. M’lioever dare ship away, or otherwise 
employ, any wood received to supply the wants of the fisheries, shall be fined double the aioonnt fixed in the statutes 
against the ill(^al cutting down of forest timber ; besides which, the article so misused shall lie forfeited, and the 
oflender shall he deprived of his right to any future assistance from tlie royal forests. Any public functionary encou- 
raging or concealing such an abuse, which he ought by virtue of his office to prosecute and punish with all the rigor of 
the law, shall he immediately cashiered. 

Sec. 4. — Fishing vessels are allowed to enter and to leave, wilhont making any payments whatever, all harbours, 
salting work.s, fishery stations, archipelagos, and any possessions of the crown. When open boats laden with fish, 
tackle, instruments, or any other requisites for fishing, come to any town or other place where a custom-house is es- 
tablished, they shall receive the papers and documents necessary for their immediate dispatch, without the least delay, 
payment, or fees. Custom-house officers neglecting or refusing instant compliance with any such application shall 
forfeit 3 r.d. LG sk. Further regulations on this subject, referring to tlie fisheries in the North Sea, may he found in 
the third part of this Digest, cap. 1. sections 6 and 7- 

Sec. 5. — The following is tile true nature of landowners’ rights »s regards Salt Sea fisheries. Whoever possesses the 
shores within, and islands of the coast archijielagoes, shall also have a right to all the fish caught within them. Along 
the open coast, howev ur, or where there is no archipelago, as well as outside the archipelagoe.s where they exist, the 
owner of the land or shore cannot stretch his private rights and claims to the fish and waters further than the shoal 
water along the shore belonging to liim extends. Should any royal or common fi.sheries have been formerly established 
within the islands, or if any one can prove by prescription, purchase, land tax, judicial verdict, or any other iucontest- 
ible evidence, that he is entitled to fisheries near and around rocks, flats or shallows out at sea, as also wherever fisher- 
ies are found depending on lauds belonging to towns and corporations, their ancient right to the same shall not be 
disturbed. 

Sec. 6, — Among tliose archipelagoes where fishermen have been accustomed .according to old habit, to fish mutually 
on each other’s fishing stations, following the fish according to their various movements, ancient customs shall be kept 
up. Let it also be particularly noted, that no Swedish subject shall be prevented carrying on the Herring fishery iu the 
North Sea, on whatever coast it may take place. The -Herring fisheries iu the Baltic shall be under the same law 
wherever this fish appears in abundance. 

Sec. 7. — Those who fish for Sfromming (a kind of small Herring or large Sprat) in West Bothnia, West Norland 
and Goiiehoy districts, shall, wherever such was before the practice, have the right undisturbed to fish for Strommiug, 
as well as the land-owner, without making any payment for ibis privilege. The owner, however, of the land and shore 
shall first enjoy his two free days during the fishing season, viz. every Monday and Wednesday, when he has a right to 
the first draught with the drag-net. From the above laws are excepted only such shores as arc coimected with allu- 
vial fields and meadows, together with similarly situated cultivated portions of laud. 

^ 0 . 8. — Whenever any one wishes to clear and arrange, or repair a spot adapted for casting the drag-net, he shall 
have the place duly examined by the harbour-master and visitors, in tho presence of the land or strand-owners and fish- 
ermen in the neighbourhood. 'The liarbour-master and visitors shall then, after investigation has been made, decide aa 
to whether the spot in question requires a necessarily expensive clearing. After this investigation, and a report thereof 
has been made, whosoever repairs or clears out, and arranges such a spot, so as to make it proper for casting the Her- 
ring drag, he shall receive as remuDeration from other fishermen who wish to make use of it, and so long as it be kept 
in good repair, every thirteenth ban el of fish caught there. Bat it is to be observed, that the owner of the land or shore 
shall have the first refusal of repairing or clearing out such a fishing place, provided it be finished within a certain pre- 
scribed time. It shall also be remembered, that should another person arrange such a fishing place, and himself fish 
therein, the land-owner upon whose ground it may be, shall be exempt from every payment or hiro os fishing right, 
should he fish there also. Should any fields or meadows he injured, whether by trampling or otherwise, by persons en- 
gaged in fishing at, or in clearing out a-fisliing place, arbitrators shall determine tho compensation to be made. Who- 
ever commits any wilful damage shall he prosecuted aa the law directs. _ , 

Sec. 9. — Any one may fish freely and undisturbed with hooks and lines, in the deep sea within the outer islands. 
The USB of the drag-net. however, shall not be interrupted by any poles or stakes left sticking in the ground. For every 
such pole or stake so found, the offender shall he fined 16 sk. 

Sec. 10. — Except in the cases mentioned above in sections 6, 7, 8, and 9, — persons shall neither erect buildings nor 
other preparations for fishing on another man's estate, without the consent of the landholder, nor use the fishiug places 
of others without their permission — under pain of being punished as declared below, cap. 3, sect- 5. The regular method 
of obtaining a right to all such privileges must ever be to agree with the lawful landlords or owners. So long as the 
price agreed upon is paid and fishing and salting are carried on there, the arrangement tlius freely concluded stands 
firm and good. 
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Fkherkaof S'ceden. Sec. 11.— One or more only of tbe partners in fishing grounds, held in common among the islands or sea coast ma^ 

r,*w P''v imprudent destruction of small and young fi.-h, taken hy means of fine-nets, and 

j*vl methods, m bays and channels between the islands, the fishing companies and owners of the coast shall 

dehberate m common m the presence of some legal court, how the young and small fish may be the most surely spared 
to reach their natural sue, and how the shoals of fish which visit the coast may be most prudently used with regard to 
‘ all such questions shall become a valid statute, and shall be confirmed 

nf annh-cnwi , “5 «uch. and as necessary to be obeyed. Besides these, other arrangements shall be 

w^erfish^^ salt water fish similar to what is prescribed in Sec. 17 of the next chapter, with regard to fresh 

1,-.! I’”’"''’ ’■cinoved immediately after the conclusion of a fishery which 

to the fisHng grounds, will he detailed in the next part. The 
summary will contain seieral arrnngoments of matters connected with fisheries, in the North Sea more 



particularly. 



Chaptiiii III.— Oil liiver and Fresh fFuter Fish, 






brooks sfrelmt f’l [ K®? and of fbe crown are, and shall continue to be, situated in such great ri 

’ 1 ^ f’ from ancient times. This is independent of the manm-r ir - 

they may be employed, whether for the benefit of the cr-.wn itself, or in payment of its officers, or as hired out to in 
itretfiw ^Lov^'®b 1?®“°^- 'I'® *6=® “a^t bc added all fishing grounds which the m'own may 

hereafter recover, bv appeahug to the law, from persons unlawfully possessed of the same. No one may fish in such 
TO^ilbn of “nh 1'"''"".“*'"''^ 1^®® of Majesty and of the crown, without the especial 

permission ol tae go'* mor of the provrece. Every offender herein shall be fined 16 r.d. 32 ak. ; which sum falls to the 
Kmg, and shd) also forfeit all that he may have caught. Persons discovered fishing on grounds which belong to the 
e™lv retied crowM ‘>® dealt with as directed in'Sec. 6. ,As to different kinds offish 

expressly reserved to >>'« crown in cei tain rivers, the same course shall bo taken as with the royal fishing waters, but such 
b/the^crowD°^’"^*''’'’ •’yuomeans jireventthu owners of the shores from catching other sorts of fish not claimed 

faking on lease any such fishing waters on his lands, as may either partly 
% tI; Tlie sum paid, however, shall equal that offered hy other bidders. ^ ^ 

haf noux Jislfre«m^ “ the crown commons, parks, islands, and forests, which fbe crown 

.1 d f®*^ -AH wl‘0 inhabit each dist.ict or pansh may be permitted by tbe govemorof tbepro- 



n payment to ilie crown of sucb sums as may be roasouable, to erect there bo'oths, works; or fisberies of a'uy ktad 
whatsoever. Should any tarms bo situate within such crown est:.ie=. ^ f,„„ -tJ.v ^ 

all the waters have been allotted away. Those who dosi. 



, they shall eujoy a free right of fishing, there, until 
settle on such fishing grounds, there to caiyy on flshmg 



i a"^/wbich thl f 1 T (• °V*'® I"'"™'®®’ '"h®™ «‘®y '«11 deceive sufiicient ground L buildinf 

c^ Zd u)wevw^ first free y«nr has passed. There must be ex- 

r mf ’t!n i general fishiug right, such waters as the crown has gi'.mted to individuals on the pay- 

the fislfso^^LP^^ ^ “ '■“8'"*^ fi“® fie fer ®''®‘7 offence, 1 r.d. 32 sfc. ; and the forfeit of ^1 

on! who common-lands arecommonfisheii Every 

one who possess, >s the light of common shall be at liberty to fish there when he will ; hut in such streams and waters 

oS rondribr Sf,.^ urfislfi^ n ‘a® obtained. When there exist 

sCn no^t .V V A K f “ P’"®®*', fields and meadows lying along the sliore shall be free from trespass andin- 
sMl suffer ^wLo^r fi ho^ ^ ®®“le ^e compensation to be made for any damagi such fields 

sluill suHvr. Whoevir fishes in common fisheries witliout bemg permitted or entitled so to do, sh^l forfeit the tackle 
and instruments he may have used, and all the fish he 1ms taken. ' 

.rrnm ffi®,'''Sfit, may fish in any unappropriated fi.sliing water belonging to a village with 

w ffinranortio^to^ 'Pfiose inlendingtoer.ict therefishingworks.ctc.-shallbeatlibenytodo 

desire CrenaroJ -f ‘'®® P'i''P®‘‘^y’ according to circumstances. Should one of tbe common owners 

vide, I it wilPccc^tfim^A ■ ® ffi®y fo remain united, the former shall have the preference in his suit, pro- 

vided It will occa. ion no injury to the others. The governor of the province also, and the judge, ought also to exert all 
their authority to persuade common owners and sharers in joint-fiieries in lakes and riverl to 11!^ to 

deTrt*'to and whenever circumstances will iieimit, to divide the waters equally among them. Wh^- 

CO t! * \ ® works in common torrents, streams, and sounds which cannot he divided, shall first invite 

co.posses»ors to unite with him m the profits and oxnenses thereof. - Tr. mce the,. V„ r j 



• .t ■ r ® fi'® fri tfi® profits and expenses thereof. - In case thev refuse and it he fnunii 

ammatiou before a court-tlmt the design would cause them no ir= , " «®y awt.it be lound 

what manner, ou what conditions, and in what time the work shall 
taker thereof. 

1m“' of TMotS. Swri','?™*!' *T' “f -•tan, *ny fl.W»B grounds .itn.to witlin ti, 

T1..1.1..L . ?®,’ ?'^.^‘txed and crown alluvial lands, or in lands honueathed to towns and within their 



ise them no iuiury if accomplished, it shall then determine in 
■■ ’■ e finished, and its profits enjoyed by the under- 



limils Hnlilersoi fl.h;ng,',.:.-i.rv,"-‘'';.'“‘r “•““•ml lands, or in lands bequeathed to towns and within their 

samreven cuabsufhwafi^^^^ other legal testimony, shall contiuue to enjoy the 



pledge, his boat (uid tackle, till he 1ms made some offer of compousatiou. Sbouldany one feadVater'orfis^ to ItiToim 
16 sic 'rCTOT the d^ame™”'' “"y. ®^fi®‘' "^7 "‘j^be his neighbours’ property, he shall be fined 

iS r.d. 16 sk., repay the damage, and restore every tluiig to its former state. r i 

ina®toke'nridre^®nr^hi,.®dtrh''“?l“"°^‘^“^.,""'^®®’'‘" "P or narrow the King’s Free Channel, 

’ _ - , ’ll® of boats therein, or destroy the value of other fishing works either 

idertaking shall not be permitted. 

j, eel-pots, or otlier suchlike apparatus both on the banks, and at a distance from them 

of fish’ can Lrend ami ® '1”? *^®®" ®^ o’**’ '^eep P«'t ^b®re t^ery sort 

fallf iS^w®7th^T■^t ® obstrCtion,*«er renf dTe’cflyTnto'th?^^^ 

shelf bo left clear But Ihi • d a passngehalf os wide, or a sixth part of the breadth of the water 

pounds sit iatodm,tlvL,l^^^^ wiy such separate and individual right; and the differwit fishing 

may in ilii„ ards Laplaud and the Russian and Norwegian boundaries; the Salmon nets, however, which 

thrm.gi*audtheim*^a‘^®fer"£^^T'^°^'* shall have such wide meshes that other species of fish may pass 

of toe^fish up or down the stre^^ provided witli ground sluices for the passage 

fishbig anparahw *orrhofh®'llT^'''f fk prevented, by various hindrances, from constructing the necessary 

breadfh^^rcrcons, ruction ^ f? :"f “®’’ ^ "P ^*>® ®^ ’I'® ”^®^ 

atliberty tlui= toocciim- nnr, 1 , 1“ P'®’’ frb® P'«‘*'b?^ "or hinder tbe navigation of the water, they are then 
ChamTeh Incomdde Ibfe **! ®f «’® '® I'®?’ ®P®» the King’s 

pa.ssage upward und downward be kejit free by clearing a proper channel twice a year for toe 

SJ vTbe7«tore7heX and ?W i^USerstood that no one living higher 

Sec. 9.-\Vhere watelwnrk, . ?® ’® P®’’ ^"7 vessel therein, 

river, the occupier thereof skoii ,®“‘ 7 ore, or hereafter may be. established for any useful purpose, in a stream or 
, me occupier thereof shall be permitted, if circumstances render it absolutely ^dispensable, to erect buildings 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COMMISSIONERS OF THE IRISH FISHERY INQUIRY. [1G9 

oxer He King's channel itself, only, however, on condition, that snfliciont and free untaxed passage is afforded at the 
request of any one who may require the same, and that the ascent and descent of the fish He not prerented. The 
total stoppage of the river bed may be permitted only in minor broohs and water ways, where some important 
establishment exists, which demands to keep its machinery in motion in dry weather, all the water which the 
stream affords. 

Sec. 10. — Where streams and rivers fall info the sea. the King’s channel therein shall never he closed up outside the 
river’s mouth, or in a sound, so as to hinder the free ascent of the fish to the fresh water. Nor shall any fishing appa- 
ratus be so placed in them that the deepest part of the middle channel he closed. In like manner also where streams 
or rivers empty themselves into a lake, no one shall either openly or secretly cast nets, or employ sucli fishing tackle as 
would prevent, particularly in the deepest part of ilie water, the free passage upwards of every kind of fish. All of- 
fences against the above will be punished as is directed in tlie following section. 

Sec. 11. — 11’hoever closes or interrupts the King's open channel in a stream, or either by public, private, or any 
other sort of fisheries, thereby breaking the statutes contained in the last section, shall be fined 6 r.d. 32 sk. He who 
blocks up the passage, or lesser open channel, or iu other ways renders unserviceable fishing apparatus, erected either 
higher up or lower down the stream, shall forfeit half the above sum. But whoever is convicted of a second offence in 
eiUier case shall be fined 13 r.ds. 16 sk. In all those cases the offender shall, besides being fined, repair whatever da- 
mage he has done, and remove every kind of bar, pole, or other obstacle which may have been laid down. Should he 
refuse to do this, on being reminded tliereof, the nearest servant of the crown, shall, on pain of losing his situation, 
perform the same at the offender’s cost. 

Sec. 12.— Should disputes arise concerning thelawful situation, the opening or the shutting ofthe King’s channel, affect- 
ing the rights of fishenes of the crown, they shall, whether they regard his Majesty, occupiers of rights derived from him, 
or private individuals, be thus decided : disputes as to fisheries in towns shall be determined by the magistrates thereof; 
in other cases, such differences shall be tried by the district court, in that district where the crown fishery in question 
is situatecLand judgment pronounced after due inve.stigation of precedents and witnesses, with regard to the ancient 
rights of the crown, and the situation heretofore of the King’s channel on the water in question. The governor of the 
province shall also communicate with those who settle such differences, together with the occupiers of the rights of the 
crown, in order ns far as possible to protect them ; and he shall also take care that the farmers of such fisheries do give 
early intelligence of any circumstance calculated to injure tlie crown rights and revenues, and their future stability. 
He shall himself also, together with the other servunts of the crown coucerned therewith, investigate and legally 
watch over such interests. 

Sec. 13. — Shallows and sand-banks are continually gathering in all greater and lessor streams, sounds, and rivers, 
particularly at their outlets. That vessels, and the ascent offish fi-ora the sea and the larger lakes may not be hindered 
hereby, all persons engaged in fishing in such waters, each according to his share and privileges therein, ought, at low 
water, to dig out stones, carry away mud .and other obstructions, and by all other means cleanse and open the mouths 
of rivers. Such cleanings of the rivers, whenever they may be thought necessary, shall be carried on nudei the guidance 
and direction of the governor of the province. Whoever fills up with stones or gravel the bod thus cleared out, at the 
expense of the crown or country, for the passage of boats, the descent of the water, or the ascent of the fish, shall be fined 
6 r.d. 32 sk., and shall restore every thing to its fonner condition. 

Sec. 14. — Landholders are bound, on pain of forfeiting 3 r.d. 16 sk. to take care that shallows and hanks are not 
formed in any river by sawdust and trunks of trees, or by osier nets and Salmon tackle lying in the water, or so near 
thereto as to be liable to be floated down by floods and risings of the water. On this account also poles, palings njid 
wood work of oil kinds used in fishing, and not intended as fixtures, shall, after being used, be taken away, and earned 
to some distance from the water, under tbo inspection of the landholder, since they are injurious both to nets and to the 
fish, and any neglect in removing them shall be punished by the fine above mentioned. All owners of saw-mills shall 
he bound, on pain of forfeiting their machinery, to jirovide receptacles in which the sawdust may be caught without 
falling into the wafer. Tliose landholders shall be fined the same sum wlio carelessly neglect to cut down and caiTy 
away all bonding and fallen trees of a large size near the great streams and rivers. Branches used as sails iu boats and 
cobbles, as also branches and brushwood commonly cleared from meadows, shall never be thrown into the water, under 
a similar penalty. 

Sec. 15. — Cuffing down and burning such groves or wood-clad banks as by their shade ore of service to the Bream or 
other fish, whether such trees grow on private or other property, shall be forbidden under double those penalties pre- 
scribed by the forest laws for every tree, great or small. 

Sec. 10. — Landholders are bound, under pain of forfeiting 10 r.d. 32 sk. during the winter season, when there is a 
severe frost or much snow, to cut and keep open holes iu the ice on all hikes, without which the fish would be suffo- 
cated. Should this he neglected, the land-owners and district-bailiffs shall be answerable lor the omission. In those vil- 
lages possessing a burgomnster, he shall be charged with the duty of seeing this performed, and any neglect thereof shall 
he made good, and punished at his expense. 

Sec. 17. — The governor of every province is required to convene by general notification, nasemblies of landholders, shore- 
owner.s, and sharers in the joint fisheries of the lakes and streams in his province, in order to delibor.ate and settle as to 
what kinds of tackle, snares, nets, or other instruments may be used most conveniently and advantageou.'ly in fishing for 
the different species of fish frequenting therein, and ns to tlie most advisable methods for protecting the fry, and the pre- 
vention of their premature destruction. Every one also interested therein, has a right to demand the assembling of 
such a meeting; and whether the rest agree or not in such a requisition, and however small maybe the number pre- 
sent, the decision of the majority, as to the question at issue, shall be adopted. On the adoption by such meetings of 
any plans or methods ciUculated to promote the breeding of fish and success of fishery undertakings, the governor 
shall be empowered to compel by suitable fines and penalties all obstinately resisting thorn, to adopt and follow them 
withinacertaintime. Whateverpartnerships orcompaniasbc established for such pui posesuiider any such regulations,sUall 
be immediately investigated and enquired into, — in towns, by the magistrates after consultation with the burgesses, and 
in the country, by the district courts, in conjunction with the bailiff of the crown, and deputies of such partnerships. 
The opinions of these examining IjoJies shaft then be immediately forwarded to the governor, who shall draw up, guided 
by these opinions, such rules and regulations as may be found useful and sufficient for the whole province- These rules 
iind regulations strengthened by fines aud penalties against all disobeying them, shall continue in force till better one* 
of the same kind are adopted and generally promulgated. 

Sec. 18. — In order further to promote the preservation of the fry and young fi.sh, the use of canvass drag-nets, or hags, 
and of all poles and other devices for beating or frightening tlie fish into the sean, shall be forliiddon under a penalty of 
6 r.d. 32 sft. Harpooning by night, the fish being attracted by the light of any torch or flame, shall also be prohiliited 
during spawniig time. The fines in either case shall go to the informer. 

Sec. 13. — The young of Salmon, and Salmon Trout, begin every spring in April, and every Autumnin September and 
October, to visit tlie streams and rivers running into the sea, or any*!arge lake. While thus swimming upwards, they 
are in danger of being caught in Eolpofs, mill-dams, Salmon fisheries, and other such places. To prevent, therefore, 
ibe destruction of these fish, those interested therein shall assemble, and having ascertiuned the real time when the fry 
begins to move, shall publish and proclaim those periods of the year, when, in order the better to preserv e the fisli, Eel 
pots, snares, and other kinds of close and canvass nets and implements, bo altogether disused, andtaUenup, and exposed 
to view on the banks. Whoever offends heroin shall be fined 6 r.d. 32 sk. The premature catching iilso of the fry of 
all other fish shall be prevented with the like solicitude, and close nets and all similar instruments shall be altogether 
forhiddon iu the autumn. 

Sec. 20. — In order to encourage the construction, wherever circumstances will permit it, of fish ponds, the governor' 
of every province shall use his endeavours to persu^e the inhabitants thereof to establish such ponds, stock them with 
fish, and keep there a sufficient quantity as a supply for those who desire to possess them. All wlio thus construct such 
ponds, supply them with fish, and dispose of these to others, will be regarded by His Majesty with the same favour as 
those who apply their time and talents to the extension of agricultural improvement. He who purposely destroys the 
dams of, or otherwise injures fish ponds, shall forfeit double the fine recovered for other damages. That chapter of the 
criminal law which relates to felonious thefts in the open field, proscribes the punishment to be inflicted for taking fish, 
few or many, from fish ponds, without possessing theright or perrais.tion so to do. Should tliis theft be committed at 
any of the fishing jilaces lying near the sea, we must refer to cap. 4, sec. 2, part 2. 

Sec. 21. -His Majesty and the College of Commerce shall watch over and regulate whatever can advantage and ex- 
tend the fisheries of the kingdom. 

P.VBT II. — GeXERAL RebULATIOXS FOa FrsHERIES PROSECUTED ON THE Se.A Co.lSTS OP THIS Kl.VCDOJI. 

Chapter I. — Of Harbour Cotirts. 

Sec 1.— Every harbour-court shall consist of aharhour-master aud of four fishermen, of known sober and discreet 

Z 
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FUhtritt 0 / Sweden, and sVilfainea in their business. Two of them shall assist in the court bv turns. All four shall take 

judge a oath, and the liarboar-master shall keep a short minute-book of the court’s proceedin»s. 

2. — The more considerable fishing companies may establish their own harbonr-court, w may unite if they wiH 
wth other neighbouring compands in forming such a court. Minor fishing companies, and scattered inhabitants on 
the sea coast, who cannot conveniently be united, shall be at liberty to settle their disputes by appoaline either to the 
nearest harbour-court, or should such not exist in their neighbourhood, to the regular local courts^ 
see. 3. rishing companies connected with the harbour-courts may themselves elect the harbour-master and his four 
assistonts, and sball then req^uest the governor of the province to prepare their warrants, if the fishing stations be in the 
lountry, or the m^istrates, if they be in towns or cities. They are jio empowered, at the close of every year, to change 

““ “ "> i-b-— «y a=.» 



sufficient for the members of the ci 

Sec. 4.-The duty of the harbour-master and his assistants shall he, to preserve order and justice in their fi«hin»^ sta 
tons, as these several ordmaiice-s appoint, an 1 to suimnou, whenever nece/sarv, the meeting of a harbour-court White 
thus employeu, they will enjoy every assistance and protection which the law can afford- 

bec. 6.— Should the h^bour-m^ter or court abuse their privileges or au thori ty, they shall make their defence, at what- 
ever expense, before that city or district court witbm the limits of whose jurisdiction thefl.«hery may be. 

CnAPTiiB II. — On going to Cimrek, Sabbath breaking, and Profane Sivearino. ' 

When the town or parish church is near tho fishing station, all who are prevented by no lawful hindrance 
ndays and the pnna|>al holidays. Should the church be so distant therefrom that the 
■" day. the cousistorian shall be informed thereof. That body shall then 

the station, who shall be rewarded by whatever he may oblaiu from the 



shall attend divine 
fishermen cannot go thither and return 
take measures that a clergy 
fishermen. 



■ver so happen, on any Sunday or holiday, that n clergyman ci 
t the church, tho harbour-master shall have some explunaliou 



•n neither go to the' fishing station, 

-... V... .ucuu.o... I.UU ...i.uoa.-iuiKiiBi- snail nave some explunalnm of the gospel read from some col. 

loqtion of sermons bought by the company for that purpose. The incumbent of the parish, however, shall watch over 
this reading, and guard It from abuse. v,.ii 

See. 3.--Tbe harbour-master shall warn any one belonging to the fishing station, who absents himself from divine 
service without somejust and lawful hindrance. Should this produce no good effect, the offender shall be called un be. 
fore a harbour-court, and be tliere publicly admonished ; but if this too fails in producing any amendment, he shall 
hi wilthl ab^iT"^^ ^ ® "ext, and, if repeatedly convicted, 16 sk. for every repetition of 

Sec. *■— All fishing and other labour, together with all buying, selling, and exchange, are positively forbidden onSun- 
days and holidays, on pain of a fine of 3 r.d. 16 sk. During the time of the passage of shoals, however, fishing shall be 
prmitted before and after worship in the church. The fisherman may also, out of church hours, prepare his^nets and 
tackle lor the ensuing day and night. ’ 1 - r “cva uuu 

Sec. 6 —Whoever curses and swears from foolhardiness, as long as tho fishing last, either in conversation or in onen 
•nd pu . .. pldce.. .Ml to «„od M . t.m„ 1 , d. S2 .1. SUould th, ..m. oBtoo. b. committed (tom p„,io„ ,„d to 
vity, the first oSence shall be fined 16 sk., and afterwards 1 r.d. 32 sk. Should any one make or occasion any noise or 
uproar m the church or pUce where divine service is perfoimed at the fishing station, the harbour-master shall inform 
the officer of the crown of him, and the trial shall take place before some authorised magistrate. The same course 
iliall be lollowed with whoever purposely and intentionally takes God’s ^ime in vain. 

" —Whoever commits any crime between the hours of4 in the morning and 9 in the cveniuo', o 



holidays, shall be fined 3 r.d, 16 sk. for every such offence. 



11 Sundays and 



CHAP-ren m.—Rtgulatiomfor preserving Order at the Fishing Stations, and preventing inhtrv being done to another 
Pej'son’s Tackle. 

.mXtoi'to’tto wS "o? “ ..j 

ii.s tackle, or sinks his nets over the tackle or nets of another, shall be fined 16 sk. for the 
f ... . „ , " second, and in either case his net shall be the first drawn up. The further repe- 

htioii of this offence shall be pumsbed by a fine of 1 r.d. 32 sk. Whoever in any manner designedly aud wilfully 
removes and throws upon the beach the fisliing tackle of any person whatsoever, shall be fined for every such off..r K- ^ 
1 r.d. 32 sk., and il any damage be done it shall in every case be repaired. ' 

, 3.— Whoever intentionally injures at the fishing station any man’s house, boat, tackle, or whatever else belongs 

foiesto' iho Kini b^esi.tet fn'h'^M ^ accompanied by vi, deuce, theoffender shall pay addition^ 

ahn A A 1 if K K 1 cases raakiiig good any damage. For the second offence the party shall be fined as 
abov 0 , and shall be banished from the fishing station for one year. Should the same crime be a.rain committed it shall 
be punished by banishment lor life from the fishing ground. 1 he harbour-court shall afterwards transfer the proceed- 
ings to the usual civil magistrates. 

— M'hen bo.ats or fishing tackle are used or borrowed without the permission of the owner, o 



T .uto&jc oic useu or oorrowea witnoui lue permission ol the owner, or witliout then* 

being le^gally hired, the damage shall be made good, andapenaltyinflictedof double what thelegalhirowouldhavebeeii 
chtoue^Tf the tuserawv fi h>s assistant shall, for the prevention of fire, examine^annually the roofs and 
chnnnejs ol tlie lioase.s at the fishing stations, and ir.torm the owners whenever any dimmer is apprehended Should 
^dTr‘'l k the proper repairs not made, or fire or lights carried carelessly about, toe offender shall te 

^ f ^ 1 ^ therefrom, the harhour-court shall empiire into the particulars, and re- 

fer lie case to the local courts. Tlie inhabitants of fishing stations shall also unitedly deliberate! as to any means 
Sforcod h^he S'^wnris ^ ‘*tBy may eventually come, shall be registered and 

Sec. 6.— Tile fisherm^ at sea, whether under sail or lying to at his fishing station, shall take care, by prudent ma 
nagemenfi to avoid injuring any other vessel. Should proper precautions he neglected, aud any accident occur the 
parly in fault shall be hoed .3 r.d. 16 sk. for the first offence, double that sum, and be banished the^fishiug station for one 
year for the second, and for the third be hamsUed for life therefrom, besides iu every case making comm-nsatioa for aU 
the dainage he may have occasioned. S>hould such mjury be proved to have resulted from anger or mdice, the local 
courts shall immediately take up the case. Whoever neglects to assist as much as in ium lies on eviry occ^iorhii fel- 
lornfcouTte^*^ ^ thishisduty he maliciously neglected, the case shall be referred to the 

• -■ '"'y vessel into the harbour, Imuling grounds or any other place 

m which fishing tackle is used, aud whereby toe fish might be injured or frigbteued away, slS be fined from 6 r d 32 
cm. bB iw according to circumstances, for the first offence, and twice that sum for the second and succeeding 
o ’ taking up again, if possible, whatever has been thus illegally c.ost into the water, 

sec. 8. In case any disputes arise among fishermen respecting any houses, grounds, boats, harbours, or other po- 
swsions necessary or toeir business, the liarbour-court shall de=id“e toe question^ccording to toe“ If eithX 
toe harwSr'tl^ decision, he shall appeal to the usual tribunals, but shall in the meantime abide the dedsL % 

shalTrifW^TetLi'lf ' retired places, and the fish entrails and other refuse and impurities which may collect 

All h A S jiway to a distance ; so that no bad smell may anm!y the station or Wbour. 

a peualty^^^^^ tospection of the harbour-court, to all the regulations of wl/ch every one shall submit under 

Sec. 10.— In tho management of the salt water fisheries, and whatever relates to keeping up a snupiv of good articles 

mfractorof wbteh‘ these ordinances, every 

S^m^and th^o^aiw and punished accordiugly. But should the penalty exceed 6 r.d. 32 sk. tS 

1 , 7 ®. ®*^'“iriion taken thereon, shall be forvvarded to the local tribunals, 

which may he «talffi!^!!i? f ’''‘^hour-court to watch over any union entered into for the sake of order and security, 
SshaH also W fif. ^ ^c. 12, cap. 2. and sec. 17, cap. 3, of part I. of this summary. Suik 

io ^ w? ^ K • '■®®®}ved the sanction of the governor of the province. ^ 

by the fisliinfr sfaHmi°in oppoi*®* Ae barbour-coiirt, the harbour master or any one appointed 

tended with luntepcp eimii i. he 32 sk. to 3 r.d. 16 sk. according to circumstances. Insult at- 

lonUBd with violence, shall be punished by the local civil courts. 

Chapter IV . — Of Pettij Larceny and Theft. 

See. 1.— Whoever robs and pilfers in a fishing station, to an amount not exceeding 3 r.d. 16 sk. shall not he pre- 
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*ecuted for tlieft. but shall rpstore the stok-u iiroperty, and be fined half its raloe. Should the offender not be able to 
j»ay this penalty, he shall sit iu the stocks for one Sunday, and salisly the prosecnior by labouring for him a certain 
time. Should it be repeated a second time, he shall restore the goods so taken and be fined the foil value thereof, or sit 
for two Sundays in the stocks. The third offence shall be considered as a theft, and shall be tried by the common civil 
courts, as the law directs. 

See. 2. — He who takes or steals fish from preserves, dams, pools, nets, or any otlier such places, or shall carry off 

a thief, shall be prosecuted as such, and 



Fishm'ei Saeim. 



fishing tacltle, casks, barrels, &c. or from the open field, shall be considered ai 



shall pay especial fines and penalties to the king. Fora second similar oflence, the criminal shall be fined as the lawdi- 
J38ct5, and for the third shall be banished lor life from the fishing station. 

Sec. 3. — Any workman or hired servant w' ‘ ’ ' ' 

the king the exlra and double fines laid dor 

Sec. 4. — The civil tribunals shall try the offences mentioned i: 
court however, shall be at liberty imiuediately to hear the prison 
of the case. 

Chapter V .— Concerning improper Language, and scaiulalous Accusatiana, Fighting, Gambling, and Drunkenneaa. 

Sec. 1. — Calling another scandalous names while in passionate excitement, or using any opprobrious language cal- 
culated to destroy another man’s character and honor, shall be punished ; provided there be an apology for mid a re- 
traction of the same in the pretence of the harbour-court, by a fine of 24 sk. only. For any other kind of insulting 
words or gestures, tiie punishment shall bo 16 sk.; should such things be uttered in public, the fine shall he doubled 
Similar expressions used towards a man’s master or eroployor shall be fined lour times the fetter sum ; if against tm 
overseer or basliti, the penalty sliall be three times the sum, and in all cases an apology must he made. 

Sec. 2.— Whoever wounds or bcukes another, shall be fined for every wound or bruise 32 sk. ; for a box on the ear 
pulling the hair and otherwise ill tj-eatiiig another, so however that no marks or other ill consequences ensue, the uenaltT 
shall be 24 sk. In every such case of assault and battery, the criminal shall compensate the sufferer for all medical 
expenses, loss of work or other injury. IVhoever strikes bis superior shall be prosecuted in the civil courts. 

Sec. 3. — Wbooverdisturbs tbepeace of a fishing station by crying, shouting, or other noisy interruplion, and does not 
immediately cease when told to do so by tho harbour-master ; or if any one quarrels or disputes, and will not listen to 
and obey Uic harbour-master, when he commands peace and silence, the penalty shall be 1 r.d. 32 sk. If any one be 
proved by bis conduct or language in such case to be tipsy, be shall he punished by a fine of 3 r.d. 16 sk. for the first 
oflvnca, and double that sum for tiie second The third shall be prosecuted in the court especially appointed by the law: 
to judge such cases ; frequenting public liou.ses during divine service on Sundays or holidays, shall be fined 3 r.d. 16 
The same pemUty shall be paid by both landlords and customers who are proved to have allowed the use, or made 
•- -u aielious<is, even although they should assert that they did not play for money, hut only for pas- 
)t discontinued when the harbour-master so directs, ithe penalty 



x> all those delected selling In-andy contrary to the law, whether 



nse of cards i 

lime. For any other species of gambling which is 
each man engaged therein shall pay shall be 1 r.d 
A reprimand shall be given by the proper authoritic 
it be on Sundays or holidays or at any other season. 

Chapter VI.— 0/ Triala.i/i Hurbuur-courts,atid of the imposition and commutation of the PetiuUies adjudged therein. 
Sec. 1.— Any and every one residing at a fishing station, shall, when duly summoned, preseiit himself at the ap- 
pointed time before the harbour-court. Any one negiecting this in a domestic ca.se, will be fined 16 sk. and must ap- 
pear anotlier day. In a criminal case the harbour-court may under such circumstances procure the oft'ender's imme- 
diate arrest, and if necessary assist the servants of the crown therein. 

Sec. 2. — The harbour-court shall only lake cognizance of such social and domestic eases and disputes as occur within 
the fishing station, and the district inhabited liy such fishermen os are subject to that court's control. The above case* 
comprehend the minor crime.s just mentioned in this division of the fishing statutes, such crimes being committed by 
fishermen on their^servant* or other persons airiving at the fishing stations, and beingpunisbable by fines not e.vceeding 
the Slim ol 6 r.d. 32 sk. If however the harbour-court lias also been constituted a judicial tribunal, its power.s will be 
corresponding. Whoever cannotpny Ihe penalty which he is condemned, shall be employed in the service of anv one 
who couseuts to pay the same for him till he has worked out the value by regular doily labour, at the rate established 
by the annual distnet meeting for the fixing of the warketjirices. If no one offers to pay the fines to which tlie criminal 
3S condemned, the harbour-court, which cannot legally inflict any other corporal punishment than sitting in the slocks, 
shall transfer the question to the local judicial courts, forwarding at the same time the sentence, proceedings, and oth« 
necessary documents. Hereupon the latter tribunal shall proceed to punish as the law directs. 

Where there is no harbour-court the common judicial court shall decide in all cases ; following, however, the tenor 
of the rules and regnlalions of the harbour-courts. 

Sec. 3. — The liarbour-master shall have the power immediately to levy fines up to the sum of 6 r.ds. 32 sk., or keen 
the offender in custody if no bail can he found for his appearance at the proper time. Should the criminal avoid the 
officers of justice, tlie magistrates and as.ristaiits shall eudeavonr to recover the amount of the penalty by selling the 
goods and chattels of the fugitive. The harbour-court shall also he empowered to ai'rest and imjuison any one who has 
emnmitted a crime sufficiently important lo merit that punishment. He shall then be forwarded to the nearest crown 
officer, m whose custody he shall remain as the law directs, till he can be brought np before the proper tri- 
bunal lor trial, ‘ ‘ ‘ 

Sec. 4. — The penalties leried by the harbour court shall be divided into tliree parts. The first or the Kind’s share 
go to the poor of the parish or fishing station ; the second shall foil to tlie harbour-court itself; and the third'’ shall he 
given to the infoimer. 

Sec. 6. — Those who are dissatisfied with the decisions of the harhour-court, shall appeal therefrom at the next 
assizes in the district, or within the space of fourteen days to the city judicial court, whenever the harbour-court is in 
the territory under that tribunal. The fines, however, imposed by the harbour-court, shall not any the less be levied, 
hat they shall be hold by the harbour-court till the decision of the superior court be made known. He who frivolously 
and vexaiiously complains ol tlie harbour-conrt shall be fined, with costs, from i r.d. 32 sk. to 3 r.d. 16 sk„ or more 
according lo c.rcumstances. ’ 

Sec. e.— This part of the general summary of the fishing laws of Sweden shall be publicly read every year to all who 
practice the craft of fishing. Once in the pulpits of the churches in the maritime and coast provinces, and twice in the 
harbour-courts during their sittings. No one can then plead ignorance of the contents hereof. 

Part III.— Oedinahces relative to the Fisiirries in the North Sea, and the Salt Works in the Provinces 
ov Gottesborg and Bohus. 

e connected tuith any Fishing Establishment in the 



Sec. 1. — Every inhabitant of Sweden, without regard to his rank or circumstances, either singly o 
with others, shall now and henceforth be entitled to conduct and carry on fisheries of every kind iu the open sea, and 



n partnership 



from the islands belonging to Sweden, outside of the Sound. He may also fit out fishing boats with the fishing iiistru- 
ts and tackle necessary thereto ; hire fishermou and labourers ; establish salting works on the islands, either’ on such 
rown, iind have not been appropriated to other purposes, or on such as are private property ; the right 
• ■" —to all the staple harbours 



as belong U . . _ 

of so doing having been lawfully obtained from Ihe owners ; and bring the fish tlins caught In.,/ 
of the kmg^m, unload tliere. hiy-up, sell, send lllem up the country, or export them abroad. 

V ^VT, 'q into or o-re employed in this, as much as th :se engaged in any different 

branch ot the Swedish fisheries. 1 hey shall enjoy nil such exemptions as are mentioned in the first part of this digest, 
chap. 1., sections 13 and 14, and chap. 2, sec. 2. i o i 

Sec. 8.— Peopleingenerd, and especially all servant.’ who have then- master’s express permission, are at liberty to 
hire themselves to the Herring suiters, and Herring oil boilers, at that season of the year when these fish arrive on (he 
coast. All such applicants for employment, except domestic servants, shall produce the passport and otlier such 
papers given thein by the priest of their parish. For the sake of order, however, written contracts sliall be drawn up 
m tlie presence of witnesses, either clergymen, servants of the crown, or other unexceptionable men, between the 
manager, propnetor or his_ deputy, and those who desire to engage themselves under them, to assist in tlie business of 
usmng and preparing the fish. The period of service of the work people thus engaged shall not exceed that of the 
presence ot the fish on the coasts. No such contract in the case of servants fonning one of the parties, shall be binding 
nnieM tue <wnsent of such a person’s master is plainly and evidently obtained. These written contractsshall guarantee 
ine rights ol the hired labourers, a.’suring them of nothaving quitted their homes and masters to no purpose, but of 
oemg engaged and receiving their wages immediately on their arrival at the fohing station ; and shall on the other 

Z 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



172] 



APPENDIX TO THE FIRST REPORT OF THE 



yUherieg of HwedcH. enable the salting esteblishments, and Herring oil boilers, to depend upon the arrival of their workmen at the 
' — ' *™eap^mted,andtomakesnreoftheirremaininga»longastheirlabourisrequired. It is accordingly enacted, that 



vt^urkmen properly toed mto the service of certain employers, by means of the contract above mentioned, bindina 
them to appear at the time prescribed, and to remain with their master so long as the fish remain ; that such workmen 
cannot, without roiticient cause, refuse to fulfil their engagements, and shall not be persuaded in any way. nor under 
any pretence, to forsake their employer’s service. Should this regulation be disobeyed, the law on hired servants in 
general will immediately coine into operation, and they will be compelled to an-swer for their conduct, similarly to all 
other toed servants, who neglect to come forward as they have engaged to do, or who unlawfully leave their employers 
The Kmg s officers in the country, or the magistrates of the towns, shall search for the oflender and take him, at the 
expense of the pro^'cutor, to that establishment for which he was at first legally hired. It shall also be incumbent on 
liemng-snllers or Hemng-oil boilers to give their servants proper testimonials, and certificates whenever they leave 
them, shemng how long they have been tree from service, so that the crowds of idle persons wandering about the 
country after being engaged in the fishenes, may be us far as possible prevented. 

The servants employed m fisheries mentioned above, will enjoy the same exemption from conscription as those regu- 
larly engaged in any fisheries, as stated in part I., cap. 1. sec. 13. f 

PO"te‘r sl>all carry on fisheries of any kind whatsoever among the islands and coasts, 
nor shall they establish, share m, or possws, under whatever name it may be called, any salting or Herring oil work : 
nor sWI they at all mx or take part in the fresh fish trade. Anyone found offending against this statute shall be 
pumshedby the confiscahon of his goods, vessel.^, and utensils. The authorities, therefore, shall devote their serious 
attention to this subject ; and no custom-house officer shall, by any pass or document, enable foreign ships to engage in 
fishing undertakmgs, cither in the province of Bohus, or in any other of the maritime districts of this kfa^rdom. Any 
stranger, however, removing to tins country, and settling here for the purpose of carrying on this branch of industry-- 
. may, after due permissionhas been previously obtained, live in and build on the land, swear faith and fealty to the Iting 
and enjoy all the privileges and immunities of a native. 

. E'cfy one is permitted to make and sell fishing tackle, barrels, casks, and other necessary materials for fish- 

ing; and all sailing work proprietors shall be permitted to cause their workmen to prqiare all suohthin°-s as theymay 
require. Kvery cask or barrel, however, shall he made according to the standard, and receive the stamp thereof, under 
a penalty for neglect as determined in this digest, part I, cap. 1. 

This privilege thus conceded to the salting houses, shall not he confined to any particular district. But to prevent 
any nyug' to the “ coopers’ company,” and to avoid any kind of fraud, the salt workers shall take care through their 
proper officers, not to extend the production more tlian is requisite ; besides this, every such cask and barrel shall be 
properly mw-ked vvith the maker’s name, as is further explained herein, caps. 3 and 3. The salt-work proprietors in 
Marstrand, shall also enjoy the above privilege, in common with all other proprietors of similar establishments. 

heo. 6.--AS a consequence of what IS laid down in tliis summary, part I, cap. 2, sec. 4. all cargoes of salt comins 
from abroad may be delivered at Gottenburg and in Bohus Province. But the vessel shall first he properly visited and 
examined at the nearest custom-house, and every duty,.charge and tax, shall be duly paid. All salting establishment* 
may, provided nothing illegal be committed, procure from inland towns, whatever goods and materials they may think 
necessary for the jirosecuUon of their business. ’’ ^ 

customs regulations shall hold good, in reference to passes and visitations of all fishing and other 
vessels sailing between inland towus island coasts and rooks. The custom-house officer shall, however, both as 
regards such vessels as otlier sladen with salt for the saltworks, expedite their business with the proper officers as quickly 
as possible, according to the ordinance contained in the first part of these regulations, cap. 2. 

Chapteii H.~The Herring Finhei-^ and the Making of Herring Oil. 

Sec. 1— His Majesty is anxious to encourage all who may intend to engage in the Herring fishery, and will graciouslv 
support and assut them by such pnvileges and advantages as may appear, from time to time best adapted for tha't 
purpose. * j 

Sec. 2— This fishery shall be carried on in vessels, and witli tackle serviceable thereto, outeide the coast rocks in the 
^en sea, and as early in the year as convenient. The fish thus caught shall be salted in with good salt, after the 
Uutcli tashion, into good sound barrels, standard measure, of oak or beech. 

. p— '-file Herring fishery along the shores, which, as is declaied in the first part of these regulations, cap. 2, sec. 6. 
IS free for every Swede to practice on every coast, shall commence as soon as may be with scans and draught-nets suita- 
ble tor the purpose. Every fisherman shall draw his net according to the order in which he arrived at the fishing place 
I he owner ol the shore, however, having the right to make his draught when he chooses. Whoever hinders this plan 
trom being adopted, or draws his net out of his turn, except it be with the consent of those fishing at the same place 
and time, shall be forced immediately to leav e the spot and be fined 33 r.d. 16 sk.. should the complaint thereof be pre- 
ferred either dunng or after the fishing. As soon as the scan is hauled, the fish shall bo directly taken from it, sold or 
removed avvay, so that the Herrings may not be injured, tlie net spoilt, or other persons prevented from fishing. He 
•who keeps Herrings m Ins nets longer than 24 hours, even though none of the disadvantages just mentioned should re- 
sult, shall be fined 66 r.d. 32 sk. ^ 

Sec. 4.— To prevent the too great pressure of the Herringsin the larger fishing boats, which would tend to spoil them 
for salting. It is enacted that all such boats, built for the fisheries, as exceed 12 to 15 tons burthen, shall be provided 
^th a tlatlalse bottom for the purpose of equalizing the pressure— to be inserted at that part -where the sides begin to 
bend inwards towards the keel. ‘ >-b ■ 

Sec. 6.— Since the Herring snlter is himself the greatest sufferer if his merchandise ho, by had methods of preparation 
for tlie ma^rket, so injured that it cannot be disposed of with advantage, he shall be allowed to use whatever kinds of 
salt, or tollow whatever methods of employing it, he may think most adapted for his purpose. The Herrings, how- 
ever, shal be salted into good sound standard barrels as explained and ordained in part I, cap. 1, sec. 4, and the 
packing shall be duly and properly completed. Every Herring salter shall also be bound, that all may know the kind 
ot tisU therein contained, and as a guarantee against any kind of imposition, to burn in and mark the barrels contain- 
ing the fine lat Hernngs. those containing a mixed assortment, and those containing the loan fish, with letters denoting 
these several qualities of the article. There shall likewise be burned in along the heads of the barrels in large legible 
characters, the miUal.s of his Christian name, his surname at full length, and the date of the year when the liarrel was 
tilled, it this be done, no examination or opening of the barrels shall be necessary till they reach some city, when 
they shall, if the purchaser desires it, be regularly opened and examined. The Herring salter shall be fined for everv 
barrel not marked as above specified, or if lUe Herrings therein contained should not answer in quality to tlie mark 
stamped outside, the sum of 1 r.d. Whoever places upon his barrels another man’s name, shall be punished as the 
general law directs. In the first ].art of these ordinances, cap. 1, sec. 5, will be found the penalty for those selUn» bad 
nsh lor good, or in any other way acting deceitfully, or so as to cheat others. 

Sec. 6— Those Herrings first taken shall be chosen to be smoked, so that they may be in good order androadv for 

exportation at an early period. .. j : j 

Sec. 7.— Should the Herring shoals be so numerous as to reuder it impossible to smoke and salt in all the fish, which 
are taken, and in order to use to advantage all the refuse of those Herrings which are salted, the Herring salter shall, 
wlienevcr circumstances can admit it, sot up herring-oil boiling works, and make them os perfect as he can. The her- 
Ting oil shall be measured off into vessels containing each 41 J gallons; and each vessel shall be stamped with letters in- 
Uicahve ot the quahty of oil it contains. The year when the oil was made, with the initials of the Christian name and. 
tlie surname at lull length of the maker shall also be burnt in upon the vessels. For every barrel without these marks 
upon It, or containing ml of a quality inferior to that which the stamp would imply, the maker shall be fined 6 r.d. 32 sk. 
lisc™ed*^*' otherwise debased, and adulterated oils bo therein contained, the whole shall be immediately con- 

HeiTing oil establishments in the governments of Gottenburg and Bohus, which works require a 
u-u5 ‘“‘•‘u <^“-1 "-pd, tiJrf only may be used, except such small quantities of wood as may be necessary for 

gbting the furnaces, and this m order to spare the forests in these provinces. In smaller works, however, belongin"- 
to the peasantry aud tlie farmers, aud only capable of making 66 gallons at a time, the roots and tops of trees, 
other such inferior wood may he employed. The boilers of such persons ‘ ' ’ ’ ” 



,1 1 r ML SUCH persons aie lo be measured, and if they exceed the 

above size, tiie before mentioned regulaUon shall apply to them also. 

1 ,• T control over the manufacture of herring oil, thereby prevenling the sole of a 

would greatly injure the country, and in case of its being exported, would grow into bad repute 
. .*o*go countries, all purchasers of herring oil made by the peasantry shall be compelled to stamp the vessels con- 
tainmg it as ordained above m section 7. He shall also be answerable in the same wav for the aoo.l ^ess ..ml oemiine- 
ness of the article. 

Any further regulations m 
chapter 4. 



e way for the goodiess and genuine- 
essary for the Herring fi.sherios and the Herring oil manu&,otories will he found holow. 
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CHAPTEft III. — Of Fisheries for Cod and for other large Fish. 

Sec. J. — Tliose wlio fish fin- Cod, Liug, Codling, or Mackerel, shall be allowed either to prepare and salt them at 
their own salting works, or to sell them to others for tiiat purpose. Everyone shall be permitted, whatever maybe 
his rank or condition, to lend the fisherman goods or money, all to be legally specified before a magistrate or 
district court. In such a case, he shall enjoy the same privileges with regard to the fishing vessels, their tackle and 
their cargoes as are allowed to those employing their capital in mines and manufactories. 

Sec. 2. — After the fish are caught, they shall be salted into standard barrels on being properly examined. The full 
length, name of the preparer, and the date of the year together with marks, significative of the; sort of fish contained 
in them, shall then be stamped upon them. The salter shall then enjoy the same privileges, aud be exposed to the same 
penalties as are Imd down wove cap. 3, sec. 6. 

Sec. 3. — Fish of the best quality are obtained when the fishing is carried on in die open sea, and the fish properly 
salted in on board directly on being taken from tbe water. But in such fisheries for tho larger fish, large whole decked 
vessels are requisite besides expensive tackle. His Majesty will therefore regard with especial favor and protection 
all those who engage in such undertakings ; as also those wlio practise the smue kind of fishing in open boats, and who 
nse vessels supplied by others, through inability to provide thorn for themselves. As a further favour, sailors belonging 
to the Royal Navy, may he engaged on board such vessels, they being then regarded as on actual service. The proper 
officers shall give the necessary permission ; and should they accept the smallest fee for so doing, either from the appli- 
cant or the seaman, or refuse that permission whenever it might be granted without injury to Ilis Majesty’s service, 
they shall be fined 6 r.d. 32 sk. besides being exposed to official investigation and punijshment. In order still further 
to increase this useful fishery, aud to prevent tho fisherman from being unnecessarily interrupted by frequent passages 
backwards and forwards, every one is permitted to employ tenders to bring ontto thorn salt, casks, aud other necessaries, 
and to return with the fish already caught and prepared. 

Sec. 4. — Great care must be taken when the fish are salted in, not only that every kind by itself is well cleaned, 
salted and packed, bat also that the casks and barrels should cveu on board the ship be stamped according to the sort 
and kind of fish they contain. 

CHArTEB IV. — Of the special superinlendencc, and other things neeessary to he observed with regard to the Fisheries and 
Establishments of the North Sea. 

Sec. 1. — The superintendence of the Fisheries and Herring oil works, shall be entrusted to an officer appointed for tbat 
purpose, but who must himself be suWeet to the inspection of the governor of that province, and partly also be di- 
rected by the College of Commerce. The station and residence of- this intendent shall be at Gotteiiburg. 

Sec. 2. - All fishermen and owners of lierring-nets, shall be at liberty to carry round and sell to the Ilerring saltera 
and others the fish they have caught. But in order that such fi.sUermen may not be liiudered by this occupation from- 
continuing the fishing, and tliat the Herrings may be taken from tho nets as quickly as possible, and used in good time 
for salting, smoking, or otherwise, every Swedish subject of good character may bo received by the Intendant of the 
Fisheries as buyer-up of Herrings upon j)ayment of I r.d. 1C sk. bco. to His Majesty and the crown. In a word, who- 
soever desires it may trade in fresh Herrings witiiin this kingdom, on paying to the bailiff of the district the above 
Sam. The receipts which they shall receive shall be numbered in the order of their distribution, duly and without any 
false entries, under a penalty of 33 r.d. 16 sk. Should tho above officer demand any higher fee, or should any other 
irregularities creep into this branch of his duty, tho public authorities shall immediately enquire into and examine 
the case. 

Sec. 3. — Every cask or measuring vessel, nsedin mea-suring fresh Herrings, should contain fifty-five gallons, answering 
to the contents of a properly salted aud cured barrel of Herrings. To do away with the possibility of there being different 
sized measures for this fish, it is enacted that it shall be preserved in standard barrels of n cylindrical form, either 
with a diameter of 2 feet 1 inch, 6 lines 8 grains, containing fifty-five gallons, or when the half barrel is used it must 
be of a proportionate size. Should the Herring-cask be used it shall be 1 foot deep, 2 feet broad, and 4 feet long. 
All these measures being inside. The parties concerned shall be bound to make use of me.asuring vessels of these 
sizes, under a penalty of S3 r.d. 16 sk. To prevent the casks being fraudulently enlarged, by changing tlie staves for 
wider ones, a thiu iron hoop shall be fastenM over the upper end, on which shall be marked tlie name of the salter, and 
tho attestation of its having been properly guaged aud measured. On the Herring-casks also the dimensions ought to 
be marked, together with the sailer’s name. The buyers-up of Herrings need not carry with them these lueasuring 
vessels, except for their own satisfaction, unless when they sell them in towns, or to others than Herring-salters. 

Sec. 4. — Whoever throws stones or ballast, however small the quantity, into or near fishing places, shall be fined 
33 r.d. 18 sk. And shall immediately take up agaiu, if possible, what ha.s thus been thrown in. Tbe same penalty 
shall also be paid by whoever throws dead fish or entrails into the sea. For the second such offence the fines shall be 
doubled ; for the third, the offender, if a Herring-sailer, shall lose his right as such ; and it a buyer of fresh fish, bis 
right to buy and sell them. 

The parties whom it may concern shall be bound under a penalty of 33 r.d. 16 sk. to provide their Herring oil works 
with such firm and solid dams that the refuse flowing from them may not find its way to the sea. The Intendaut of 
the Fisheries shall carefully attend to tills point, and if he find any such works, not properly secured in this respect, he 
shall directly seal up the boilers, and inform the governor of the province of the fact, who will take the proper 
steps in the matter. Any one dissatisfied with this, may appeal to the College of Commerce, as is declared below, 
section 8. 

The dregs aud refuse proceeding from Herring oil works along the coast, or at all connected with the sen, shall be 
carried away before tbe first of June every year, under a penalty of 80 r.d. for every offence. After that period any 
one shall be at liberty to carry off and make use of all sucli dregs and refuse not yet removed : and whoever throws any 
hindrance in their way shall forfeit tho sum of 100 r.d. 

See. 6. — Any one desiring to establish a Herring oil manufactory, shall ask permission for the same of tho governor 
of the province, who shall obtain tbe opinion of the fi.'hery intendaut, as to whether the situation of the spot fi.xed on 
will allow the refuse to be profitably employed. The intendant shall also see to it that the works are not erected at or 
near the places where the nets are hauled, and that there are sufficient dams against the refuse running into 
the sea, at least three or four feet broad, and built of stone, or well timbered piers, inwardly at least plastered, 
and fitted up with gravel and sand. 

Sec. 6. — All those clauses of caps. 1 and 2, part 1, of this summary which may be applicable or useful to the North 
Sea Fishery, but which are not repeated here, shall be considered as applying also to tliis tliird part of tbe fishery regu- 
lations of the Kingdom. . 

Sec. 7. — All offences against this third part of these regulations, which are not otherwise determined, shall be judged 
and decided in the municipal court, as the tribunal of firstinstance within the limits of that town in -whose custom- 
house district the offence has been committed. Should the defendant be dissatisfied with the decision of this municipal 
court, he shall within thirteen days after that on which judgment was given, appeal to the College of Commerce. Hc- 
must previously, however, pay all fines and penalties which may have been levied upon him. All cases of smugglingr 
and custom-house embezzlement, on the contrary, takiugplace atany of the fisheries, together with transgressions of 
any portion of these regulations by any marinei- or seaman, shall be judged and decided according to the laws made for 
that purpose, by the regular custom-house courts wherever they may bo established. 

Sec. 8. — Where nothing to the contrary is expressed, the half of all fines and seizures made under this Act shall fall 
to His Majesty and the crown, and tho other half to the informer. 

Sec. 9. — The ordinances contained in this third part shall he publicly read from the pulpits of ull the maritime 
parish churches, a short time before the fishing season generally commences. 



No. 2.— Present State of the Salt Water Fisheries on the Western Coast of Sweden. 

Journal of the Investigation of the Fisheries of Sweden, held at the Council House of Slromstad, on the \Ilh 
of June, iS33. 

On the 9th of February last His Majesty the King was graciously pleased to instruct the College of Commerce to 
institute a further investigation on the spot, in conjunction with Lieutenant-General Count A.Von Rosen, Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the county of Gottonburg, and Professor S. Nilsson, on the causes of the decline of the Herring fishery, on 
the Bohus Island coast, and the means necessary for its recovery and extension. As all sorts of opinions exist on the 
above questions, theattention of the Commissioners wasmore particularly directed thereto ; confining themselves, however, 
to the recommendation of such measures as would not demand large additional burthens to the people, or considerable an- 
noyance to the inhabitant fishermen. They were instructed to inquire into the truth of the prevailing opinion, that the 
very plentiful Herring-shoals, so common some few years ago. were only accldentul; and also to luvesUgate the 
sertioa that those shoals, which visit the shores of Norway, are gradually sweeping southward. His Majesty also di- 
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of Sweden, tbat forther information should be obtained relative to the Coddling, and other such fisheries there, and to the 

Lobster-banlcs. As to the former, their present, and fatore state were to be investigated, the numbei' of fish takeo 
and of fishermen and tackle employed therein, <fec. ; as also whether the open decked vessels used in the great salt 
water fisheries, could not be so modified as to admit carrying on the fishery on suitable bonks, farther out in the 
North Sea, and sailing in such fish at sea, without any delay or injury, before they reached the land. Besides this 
they were to learn among other things calculated to advance the salt water fisheries hi the Bohus coast district, how 
those employed in the so called (Bncke) fisheries might be relieved from the necessity of leariog their stations so often 
toprocnre sbell-fisb, or other kinds of bait, &c. Lastly they had to see how far private individuals were to be found- 
inolinrid to unite in companies for fishing on the more distant banks in the North Sea, and what conditions such compa- 
nies woold require. As to the Imbster fisheries, and the various opinions expre.-^sed thereon, full information was to be 
obtained. This would include the questions— how far the taking of small, not full-grown Lobsters, was attended with 
disadvantageous conseqiienoos; and, if any, what measures may be necessary for puttiug a stop, without interfering 
^ with private rights and pririleges. to the taking or sale of Lobsters under a certain size. These being his instructions’ 

the president of the College of Commerce, assisted by _n secretary to be appointed by himself, was to investigate all 
these things accordingly. He should for this purpose visit the Bohus coast during the summer, and afterwards transmit 
to the King the result of his enquiries. 

The Commissioners set out from Gottenhurg on the 12th of June, but in consequence of contrary -winds, heavy 
Mowing weather, aud tlie dangerous nature of the navigation, did not reach Strorastad till the 16th of .Tune., The 
officer of the crown had informed the inhabitants of the neighbouring islands and fishiiig grounds that the investigation 
would take place on the following Monday, and the mayor of the town had communicated the same to the cddzens 
Finding accordingly that a great number of ])ersons were assembled in the council-house, Presideut Poppuis, Count 
Roseii, and Professor Nilsson, hastened thither. . 

The sitting was opened with a short sketch of the history and objects of their visit. His Most Gracious Majesty, 
-who extended his fatherly care to whatever might advance the comfort and prosperity of his subjects, had found it ad- 
visable toobtaiu every possible infonnation on the state of the fisheries along the Bohus shores. He had Oierefore ap- 
pointed a commission to investigate the subject, and thereby enable him in his wisdom to decide as to what measure 
would be taken by tlie legislative and executive bodies, to meet the circumstances of the case. 

All present undoubtedly understood the great end und purpose intended by that meeting, and would therefore, not 
less from duly than from incliuniion, gladly and honourably communicate whatever iuformatiou they could supply. 
This should particularly be the care, as the only questions' tusked would relate to what every one knew by experience, 
and could consequently be answered by none better than themselves. 

_ 1.— What kinds of fishery are pursued in this district?— Principally Lobsters, Oysters, Herring, and Mackerel, be- 
sides some Flounders, aud several sorts of salt water fish. No Salmou fisheries are found here. 

2. — Is every one in this neighbourhood considered free to fish wherever he pleases, or are the fisheries along the coasts 
supposed to belong to the proprietor of the shore?— The Herrhrg and Mackerel fisheries, ifec., ore considered free for 
all ; hut those Lobster and Oyster fisheries lying near and round rocks and islands, *c., are believed by some to be the 
property of the.kndholder. In two fisheries, however, around some rocks, at a great distance from the shore, every one. 
«hares quite uuo|>posed. The right of laying ground-nets fastened to tlie land, is confined to the landholder. 

3. — .-ire there many ground-nets hereabouts?— No, ouly two, one atNordkarrs Farm aud Keballs Lsmds, and one 
at Odd Island. 

4. — What sorts of fish are generally taken in tiiese ground-nets ?— At the place first mentioned chiefly Salmon with, 
son, A Herrings, Mackerels, and other such migratory fish. At Odd Island, much fish is caught at present, bat no 



such a ground-uet worth ? — About 450 r.d. rgs., (£23.) 

t'l the ground-nets productive ? — Yes ; but if we were allowed to set them where we pleased, it would. 



5. — Wbat 

6. -Is tisb:..„ ... 
bo much ofteuor used. 

On the IIeriuno Fisheries. 

7..— Do any now ]iresent remember tbe former great Herring fishery, as it is called ? -Yes, most of us. 

8.— At which time in the year did the Herrings then come to Uie coast?— At first when they only went down to the 
southern ArclupelagOi or south of Marslrand, they were first seen at about Micbaelmiis. Hereabouts on the con- 
trary, where tiial fishing commenced in 1773, they did not make their appearance till the month of November, 
fl _W1,A.. ,i,A ri.— showed themselves on this const, what kind of tackle was used in catching them ?— 

! what are called Mackerel sweeps, which were common here before; afterwards, huw- 
i; -™ — - made wliicli were much larger tlian those just mentioned. 

tlie supply of Herrings equally plentiful every year ?— No 4 was sometimes more and sometimes less. 

• — -ses were assigned for this ? — No reasons could he laid down with any certainty ; the I-Ierrings com, 
great shoals, when tbe wind was from tbe south and the west. 

12.— Was there ever a year during the former period, when the Herring fishery wa-s entirely suspended ?— Yes, in 
",rri„n. '■'■••"ht in this district, but a few were taken in the Southern Archi- 



10. -W 
n. -Wbat 
monly 



ingle Herring v 



great numbers in 1806 and 1807; in 
bad weather and unfavourable winds, but 



1805. In that year 
pelago. 

1 3. -Did this continue for any length of time ?— No, the Herring was taken 
the following year, however, they ceased entirely. 

14. — Has the reason of this been discovered ?— It was ascribed at firet 
as tbe same thing has continued till now no one can guess the cause. 

15. — Did the Herring fishery decline gr.idually during tbe years immediately preceding its total failure ?— No, thoso 
■tisn were as mimerons the last year they visited us us they had been any preceding year. 

Ifi- — Was there any ground for the opinion, that firing camion, <fec., and other--'— 

Herriugs ?— A person present answered this quest' ' •’ 

give no certain o|)iuion about the mutter. 

I7--Hiis any llerriug been caught in this district since the total closing of the old fishery ?— Yes, we have taken 
181 ! ; some years we have taken not less than several thousands of barrels. In the departments 
of 1 amms. Quille, and Watte, 10,000 barrels were caught in the year 1831, und in 1823 and 1824, twice as much was 
taken in the same departments. 

18.— Was no Hemug taken here between tbe years 1808 and 1817?— No, only fry were seen then, and ther were not 
very numerous. . > ■' j jjui 

Herring, which has been caught of late years, any resemblance to tbe old Herring as it is 
called, winch visited us Ull 1808 ?-No, it is less, thinner, and has a larger bead ; but among these we find a few lawr 
ones, perfectly similar to the old Hernng. The kiud now caught is generally called “ Lodd ” Herrin-vs ® 

20.-Dunng tho former Herring fishery were not small fish taken among the larger ones ?— No, but at the commence- 
ment ot every year some few small Herrmgs-wore taken, like those now so geuerally caught. The old Herrings were 
with this exception, of a uniform size, only sometimes mixed with a few “Skarp” Herrings, as they were called 

21 Is any thing known of the fry of the Herring ?— Yes, it appeared in crowds both during the old fishery and now 
1 (.wards spnng it nppronches the coasts and islands and rocks, and is then not more than an inch long ; it remains 
diinng the summer, is about throe inches long about autumn, and then disappears from the coast. In the month of 
May, m 1830 a great multitude of fry was seen here. Shoals of the full grown fish came in at the time, and it was ob- 
sevHd tlint they devoured numbers of the young fry. 

2.— Wluai the fry of the Hen-ing retires from t 



0-4 111 n r retires from onr shores in the autumn, is it known where they take refuge? — No. 

,23.— Ail Lodd Hemngs are equally largo are they not ?— No, all Herrings which do not exactly resemble the 

’ ' ' ’ ' ’’ ’ ' ’ ’ -ppgy gf gizeg, 



Herring fumierly taken, 
from five or sixinches 



s included under the general denomination of “ Lodda. 



it uncommon. 



. Has the Lodd Herring been observed to possess roe and mile ?- Seldom, and then only among the larger. 

IS It known whether the larger Herrings caught during the last fishery w '' ’ •• 



general not, only a very small number. 
26.— Do you believe that the Lodda 



e provided with roe and milt? — In- 

27 _rni,'vm,VAir'V"'".;“''T'7''’'”';“ '“V’ spots?— Nothing is know-n with certainty on that subject, 

not TprXblj in the^er® formerly visiting the coast and taken here, depositedit's spawn ?— No, we caa- 

ring^CAs no OMA ^ appears off these shores, to he the produce of the Lodda, or of any other Heis 

sprfng, it is quite impossifitoVS SpS^^ brought forth whichappears touain the 

a. S i" LoM.?-No dad*. m„,r cm l» gi.m, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COMMISSIONERS OF THE IRISH FISH ERY INOUIIIY. 



£175 



. Herring commonly approacli nearest the coast ?— Principally in the winter season, pre- 

nous to CaniUemas Bay ; hot some few are soi^ftmes caughi in the summer, before St. Laurence's Day, (the 10th of 
is ^ ^eral name 

31.— Is any other kind of H^n»s taken here, besides the smaller sort- just mentioned ?— No, but in Ide Forth, and 
Svine Sound, a kmd called spring Hernng is taken witli tackle which is a good size, and has roe and milt. This, how- 
M ^ ! some barrels of large Herrings were also caught and salted in at 

Klosterin May, 18d0 ; this last kmdhas not been seen here for 30 years ” 

S2.-Has experience proved that Herrings have been caught in greater quantities after one or more severe win- 
ters, thtm when the foregoing wmters have been mild ?— No, it has not been remarked here. 

kJn same every succeeding year? -Yes, rlio fish called Lodd, as has 

*een before remarked, is about equally large every year ; sometimes there is a small difference. Last autumn, at a 
^aughtofu net, two or three kinds ^ Herrings were taken, larger than the tormerkind, aud like what is deaomiuated 

the“Graben’ Herring, which nsits Norway, though not quite so fat 

ofll.TlI.Virt""™'' «.l, ,nd 

85. — M'ith what kind of tackle is the Herring fished for ? With tho sweep net 

36. — How large are the meshes of the nets now used ? They are large enourii t 

37-— Were the meshes in the old nets of the same size ?— No, they were rather oc 
larger 






FMertea oj Saadeni. 



■ admit the passage of one's thumb, 
i account of the Herring being 



ttat Oi. «.h m,, go through, ond porh.p, prooood to luatoritj’ittmrard.t-No, lot .ith moirtaokl. ouiv'; 

frh, o-z™ gr*' ■” ■“ ” ^ “• 

39,-Would hot tho Hortiug which wo now boo, grow os largo aa the old .ort, if time woro allowo 
been capable of growing lai^er, it would dunng the many years we have fished it, from 1$17 tOl n. 
least once, in great shoal.s oii our coasts, - this, however, has never happened. 



re allowed it? — No, if it had 
V, have appeared, at 



After these questions had been put and replied to, the other fi.shenien present were a.sked whether they agreed in tha 
BX^weTs which had bera given, or had any thing to add thereto; all agi'eed that thev had nothing to observ^ 
tioulMs*^'^ question bemg repeated to the townsmen pre.sent, met with a similar reply, except in the following par- 

Consul Norherg remarked, the cause of Hemng’s deserting tlieir shores was not its being frightened away by firing 
01 cannon, or other noises, but its natural tending to periodical migrations. '' ® 

The Lodd Herring cannot possibly grow larger then at present, else the larger fish would some time or other hare 
been seen. Among the Lodd fish caught Iwt year at Christmas time, there were several Herrings similar to the former 
kHid, and differing from the Lodd Hemng in having a smaller head, a fatter body, and a better taste: the Lodd 
Herring, on the contrary, is much looser in the flesh, by no means so fit for salting, oiid often falls in pieces from the 
motion of the wheels which transport it. ^ 

Simonsson, the salt manufacturer, declared, the fry seen along this coast must be produced by some kind of Herring 
which keeps outside the archipelago, and there deposits its spawn.— The Lodda cannot pronagate. 

Being asked how it was that the fry could spring from some large sort of Hemng, while it was asserted that tlie Lodd 
of Nwway rephed, the fry may possibly come from the Graben Herrings which frequentthe coast 

Boman, 'the merchant, trouglit forward the evidence of a timstwortby person, Mr. Appleton, an English Lobster 
dealer, that he had seen at the close ol last September a greater number of large Herrings opposite Viugaiie than he 
had everseenon any of the Scotch banks. It might be concluded from this that large Herrings mght swam in the open 
sea, though they did not approach the coast. o o & i **. 

The last question asked on this subject was, whether any measures might be taken with flie reasonable expectation 
of restonng the Hemng fisbenes to the same degree of prosperity they enjoyed previous to 1808 ? The answer was. 



The Herniig was supposed to visit its different resting places from causes Unknown to any one. They might re- 
timiMoneror later, just as tliey had disappeared; it depended on Providence. When they approached tlie shore, all 
which were not caught were lost to the fisherman, us they retired again to the ocean. When Herrings came in shoals, 
senribly^mLi^h tliei™m^^ seemed impos.sible lo any hnman eye that the small number usually taken conld 

On The Lobsteu Fishing. 

40.— Where do you fish for Lobsters ?— On shoals, rocks, and flats near the coast, that is, never more than six or 
seven miles distant. 

animal keep tho same spot all the year round ? — No, at midsummer and Cliristmas it comes nearer 
the snore in the spniig and autumn it must be fished for farther off the land in deep water. 

42,— At what deptti i.s the Lobster taken ’—Twenty fathoms. 

—A t what season is the fi.shery carried on ? — Properly from the beginning of May till June, and in the antanm. 
„«i.H ? — splinter-hooks, and nets. 

Q pursued here?- Time ont of mind. In 1730 }t was carried on 



44. — What tackleare.used ? — Lobster-tubs, Cj„. 

45. — How long has this branch of fishin" bee 
by the Dutch. 

46. — Has the Lobster fishery increased of late?— Yes, exceadingly: ever sine 
port article to England. 

47. — Has any diminution in their quantity been observed since that time? Yi 

48. — Are Lobsters ever seen in the sea ?— No, very seldom. 

49. — Do they live in shoals? — No. 

50. — Do they constantly frequent, or only occasionally visit, the shoal-grounds n 
inhabit the same spot. 

Do you not think the Lobster will eier be exterminated from these grounds, in consequence of excessive fishing ? 



) 1821, when they began to be an ex- 
1, very much of late. 

r the shores? — They continue to 



— No, the increase of demand for these fish 



a migi'atory fish, always changing ... 

52. — Are the Lobsters taken now as large as those^cauglu formerly ?- 
has been followed by an evident diminution in the size of°the supply. 

53. — Is this also the case with those canght in deep water ?— Yim. 

Lobsters often taken in the tubs ? — No, very seldom, and then they ate thrown into the seao"Eun, 
as of little value. One fisherman asserted that he had not for years got more than six or seven Lob.ster.s less than five 
mches long, and those he had thrown in again. They are regarded as marketable when eight inches long, if smaller 
than this they are counted two for one. Some Lobsters are found upwards of fifteen or sixteen inche.s in length. 

5o. Can the spawning time of the Lobster be ascertained with any degree of certainty ?— No, they are found with 
roe at all seasons of the year. In the dog-days they get th.sir new shells, and are then rei^arded as useless. 

. Lobster change its shell every year ’—This is not known ; perhaps it only gets a new shell once 



s life. 



On the Mackbbei, Fjshekies. 

What is the proper season for the Mackerel fishery ? — For the most part, a month or six weeks about mid- 
summer ;_ sometimes alew days in the autunm. 

WJ>it tackle are employed?- Partly sweep-nets, and sometimes doij. 

IS the common size of the Mackerel? — Summer Mackerel are seldom loss than nine inches long; the an- 
M ackerel found here are generally much smaller than these, hut many are found still larger. 

•!n .iT** there a good supply of these fish ? — Yes, but a very irregular one. Of late years not so many have bean taken 
^eriliful thano*rdin^l fisheries, however, have bean equally productive. This year Mackerel is more 

61. — Has this fish diminished in size ? No. 

62. — Is their spawning time known ? — Probably at mid-summer, when they dfiuosit roe and milt. This is supposed to 

take place on the banks in the sea. ’ J f ff 

•, S'''® tougb guess of the produce of the Mackerel fishery every year ? — Its extreme variability renders 

‘ r!t' w: perhaps more than 600 or 600 barrels in this district. 

Mackerel commonly cost? — Summer Mackerel, when fresh, are worth from 18 sk. to 1 r.d. a 
salted, they bring 4 r.d. rgs. a quarter cask, or eight score. The large autumn Mackerel, which sometimes 
gas as much as from two to four lbs. will bring, if fresh, about 3 r.d. the score : for a quarter cask of salted are paid 
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Notliing moro remained to be asked, none present bad any thing to add, except as regarded the fishing for Lobsters, 
Oysters, and the use of what are called ground lines. On these subjects there had been of late very different opinlons- 
Some asserted that these fisheries in the North Sea in general were open to ail ; others again contended that so far as 
they were carried on along and around rocks, islands, and the coast, they belonged to the landholder. It is important 
for the fisheries in general that some specific decisions should be given on these points ; and should tliis disputed claim 
of the landholders to the fisheries round their property be admitted, the law should decide how far from the coast such 
rights can reasonably and legally extend. 

One concluding question was proposed — what was the state of the people in general in that district now, as compared 
to the productive years of the great Herring fishery ? To this it was unanimously replied, that although the rich shoals 
had made money cheap enough, yet that very case had induced the most extravagant dissipation and corelessnoss among 
the fishermen, and poverty ajid want were common among the people even then. When the Herring fishery ceased so 
.suddenly, great distress had undoubtedly followed, but necessity had soon compelled the people to turn to other resour- 
ces. Many kinds of fishing which had been neglected before, were now carefully pursued,' and,'a desire for agricultural, 
employment gradually extended itself. In this way, added to the improvements which agriculture had experienced, 
and their improved systems of domestic economy, they had reached apoint of greater contentment, than during the 
rich Herring fishery itself ; and it ought to be thankfully acknowledged, that every one willing to work, and not extra- 
ordinarily unfortunate, might be now tolerably sure of acomfortoble subsistence. The district produced far more corn than 
was nece.ssary for its own support; and fishing was usually a bye-employment, and consequently more udvantngeous for 
tliose who pursued it, for want of agricultnral or otlier labour. 

The meeting was now dissolved. 

ApPEXniX TO THE JounSALS OP THE INVESTIGATION .AT StROMSTAD, ON THE 17th OP JuNE, 1833. 

The Commissioners received information of circumstances preventing the attendance at the meeting held this day of 
"Mr. Christopher Xorberg, a merchant of this place. That gentleman had resided here during the whole period of the great 
Herring fisliety, and had obtained from his employment in the salting of Herring, as well as the manufacture of Her- 
ring oil, full opportunity to understand well the Herring fishery, and all that related thereto. He was now, however, 
so extremely old, and had so completely lost his si^ht, that it had been impossible for him to attend the meeting. Such 
being the case, the Commissioners immediately visited the merchant in his own house, to obtain every possible additional 
information from liiin. Mr. Simonsson was also present during tbo interview. 

The merchant N’orberg, who was born in 1761, and still oujoys the complete possession of all liis mental faculties, 
an.swered (ho que.stions proposed to him in substance as follows : — 

The foimer rich Ilernng fishery commenced in 1/40 ; the first Herrings were caught at Lind Islet, near Gottenhurgh. 
They afterwards spread graduolly more to the north, the shoals being always followed first by salt works, and then by 
herring oil boiling-houses. The first Herring taken to Stromstad to be salted, was by Norberg's father in 1758. The 
first hemng oil was qirepared from the refase of the fish, in cast iron pots ; it was afterwards drawn from the Herrings 
themselves, which were boiled in large copper boilers. The number of the Herrings was incredibly large, 1400 barrels 
could be caught at one throw of the not. It often happened that the multitude of the Herrings lifted up the net, and 
they escaped under it. 

The disappearance of the Herring must doubtless be ascribed to its natural inclination for migration ; circumstances 
occuiTcrl, however, calculated to show that the refuse of the herring oil had in some degree contributed thereto. When- 
ever westerly winds drove the fetid refuse towards the shore, the fish seldom approached nearer. The first lierring oil 
boiling-house.s were e.stiiblishcd in the southern Arcliipelago, and the Herrings disappeared thence far sooner than from 
the northern part of the coast, whore such establishments wore built at a later period, and were never so numerou.s : 
noises would not drive them from the coast. 

The former Bohus Herring wa.s quite difterent from all the kind.s of Herring taken in Norway. Tliose are— Grahen 
Herrings, a very rough fish, about twelve inches long ; Summer Ilen'ings, which are very broad, fat, and large ; and a 
kind called Model Herrings, somelliing less than our former Bohus fish. Besides those, there is another Norwegian se- 
cies, called the Bressling, almost like our Skarp Herring; and some others of less importance. The sort of Herrmg 
caught iu Ido Firth is not like our old kind ; the former constantly keeps to tiic same spot, whereas the latter only 
came iu to the Archipelago for a short time. 

There are at present two sorts of Ilerriugs taken here, Skarp Herrings and Lodd. The Lodd is not like the old 
Herring in shape or size , “ it is a species of itself.” The usual length of the Lodda is five or sLx inches. If Her- 
rings of a larger size are taken among them, they will be found not to he Lodd, hut wandering adventurers probably 
from the shoals which visit Norway. 

The fry seen on this const is the progeny of the Lodda, which has also roe and milt. Norberg had salted in 500 
barrels of the Lodda in one year, and could therefore decide with certainty as to that fact. It takes three or four years 
for the Lodd to reach its usual average size. 

As the great Herring specie's were formerly \isiters of our shores, which tlicy gradually abandoned, and after some 
time again frequented, (this was proved among other things,' by the ruins of ancient buildings found in the island coast, 
at the commencement of the Herring fishery,) -we may very reasonably hope that they will again return ; to assist in 
producing wliioh happy event, however, all human efibrts are ])lainlyuseles8. 

The attention of Simonsson and Norborg was directed to their different explanations of the origin of the Herring 
fry. They both, howevo]', persevered in their opinions. 



No. HI. — Measehes I’OK Promoting the Great Salt Water Fisheries in tub Bonus Archipelago. 

Proceedings at Gottenburg on the 8<A of July, 1833. 

Present — President Poppitis, Count Rosen, Professor Nilsson ; and the following members of the Society of Com- 
merce at Gottenbiirg ; 0. Wyk, S. Arfvedson, J. Dickson, C. F. Viem, J. Frnncke, A. Ottordahl, A. Haggh, L. Berg- 
man, and A. LewgAsn 

President Foppius explained to the meeting, that His Mmesty, at thesaroe time that he had commanded the Com- 
missioners to investigate the state of the Bohus Fisheries, had also directed their attention to any practicable measures 
for extending the great salt water fisheries farther into the North Sea, and employing such vessels as should he properly 
and especially fitted out for that purpose. 

It had been very clearly seen during their tour of enquiry along the Bohus coast, Uiat nothing could bo expected from 
the co-operation ol the fisheimen themselves. The fishing vessels commonly used were so constructed, that the fish 
they took could not he cleaned and salted in on board ; and the way in which tlieir fishing was conducted, compelled 
them, for many reasons, to make every trip as short as possible. Besides the present race of fishermen had neither the 
skill ill navigation, nor the personal wealth necessary for giving success to such undertakings. The question then was 
if any thing could he done through tlie assistance of the Society of Commerce of Gottonburg; and wliethnr any of its 
members were inclined to use their means for accomplishing the above purpose, either as individuals or in company 
with each other. This course would also be attended with the advantages of proviaing the fishermen along the shores 
with new sources of employment, and creating clever seamen for the service of the King, and the commerce of the 
country. The assistance of the Government might be counted upon, wherever it could reasonably support and encou- 
rage private euterprise- 

This e.xplanation having been made, Mr. Lewgren observed, that neither will, nor means would be wanting iu that 
society for the encouragement of such desirable objects. But ho feared that no one would ground his specnlations on 
any hopes of pi-ofituble returns for the capital he might expend. 

Mr. Arfve.dson declared that he had carried on a very extensive commerce in fish of all kinds, for upwards of forty 
years ; besides being the owner of several saltworks during the great Herring years. He thought, however, that the 
salt water fisheries could not be pursued here with success, on any system demanding large expense or capital. This, 
liis opinion was grounded upon the following well known fects : — 

The prts of fish taken from the Bohus Archipelago, in any quantity, are Cod, salt Ling, and Stock fish. None of 
these kinds of fish can be disposed of in any other country but Sweden. Salt Ling will not hear transporting to a dis- 
tance. Stock fish is only used after being steeped in potashes and water, a custom to be found only in Sweden ; and 
Cod ore only commonly used in Sweden, and a part of Finland. 

The whole amount of the Codfish salted in here, is about 20,000 quarter casks a year, three fourths of which is sent 
hence to Stockholm, and only one fourth to other parts of the kingdom. Should this quantity be considerably increased. 
It would not only never be sold, but would lower the price of the rest very considerably. But it will not suffer this re- 
duction of price, tlie gain of the salter and the merchant is very small indeed, and whatever exceeded the usual amount 
of this fish could only be sold at a heavy loss. Other articles of commerce were prepared from the Codling variety, 
such as round fish, which is dried whole, Rotskar, which is split and dried, and Cub fish which is flattened, as the Ling 
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JS- TJj® cOD^mptioD of those kinds of fish is much greater than that of the Cod, &o., besides which (hay are exported 
to Holland, Italy, &c., almost ail the fish prepared as above, is procored from Norway. The same t'.iirig takes place 
with the Grasg. (Greysides,) which is used only in Sweden and Norway, from which latter country we import almost all 
that we require. v r 

These kinds of fish are sold at so very low a price, that no Swede could possibly undersell the Norwegian. They are 
also not quite so popular as they were. Four hundred pounds weight of RoU'tar, whicli will contiiin about from 240 
to 2/0 Codlings, cost from 2S to 23 r.d. rgs. A similar weight of Grasej, iu general about 250 fish, can be had for 
20 r.d. rgs. The Swedish (,r.asej is generally oO per cent, dearer than the Nonve^aii ; but notwithstanding this, the 
»^1 quantities we now procure are disposed o! m certain provinces, where habit iuduce.s them to prefer it to the 
Norwegian. ‘ 

The reason why these sorts of fish can be sold by the Norwegians at so dow a price, is, that the fishery is carried on 
near the land, without heavy expenses or gi-eat capital. The English North Sea Fisheries are only supported bv the 
enormous duties imposed on fish imported from other countries. Should the supply of salt water fish be considerably 
increased by the employment of capital for that purpose, a glut would result, and losses of several kinds be inevitably 
incurred ; especially as we have already so plentiful a supply of such fish, that our magazines are full, and waitin» 
for customers. 

The other gentlemen present being now asked their opinion on this subject, Messrs. Otterdahl and Francke, who carry 
on a very large hsh trade, answered m the name of the rest, that they perfectly agreed with what had been iusteii 
pressed by Mr. Arlvedson. Capital could not bo employed with advantage in that kind of fishery, which could only 
be pursued with any advantage, aa a popular employment for tho poorer classes. ■’ 

Mr. Arfvedson here remarked that he would seize this opportunity to mention something of importance, especially if 
w he hoped, the horrmg-shoais should again revisit our coasts. Herrings could only be kept good and transported to 
distant pl^s, by usmg sound beoch-wood barrels. Norway had little or no beech-wood, and consequently iniuorled 
^m Sweden whatever number of beech staves it required. It hud hitherto been customary to bianufacture the 
beech barrels or bundle barrels, (for the staves were laid in bundles,) ready for exportation. An ad valorem duty of 
twenty-five per cent, had, however, been lately levied upon those barrels; and the unfinished staves alone were now 
. imported fiom Sweden. 

Now the consequence of all tliis was that the workmen, whose almost only support had been manufacturing beech- 
barrels, for export to Norway, began to feci the effects of analmost total want of employment. Many had already emigrated 
to that kingdom, and numbers more would doubtless follow tboir example ; tho profit on the mmiufiicture of a national 
raw material would thus be lost by Sweden. It would therefore be desirable that an export duty should be laid on 
the manufactured beech-staves, equal iu proportion to that on the barrels themselves ; this would, partly, spare our 
beech-woods, a thing of great consequence, should tlie Herrings ever return to us ; partly promote the export of a ma- 
nufactured, instead of a raw material ; and partly keep wiSiiii the counfrj-, and help to support the many skilful 
coopers whom we still possess. » 1 1 j 

As to the question, how fax preparatory measures were advisable, in case the Herring-shoals should o-min flock to 
out shores; it was answered, that the Herring was, naturally, a migratory fish ; and that as it was commonly known 
that they had removed many miles on this side Lindesnas, we might reasouably expect their arrival on the Swedish 
coast. No mtioductory measures wore, however, judged necessary. In case they did appear, we had skill enoueh 
to catch them, and capital and tackle enough to do it with advantage ; for the rest, arcumstances would be tte 
best guides. 

The meeting was now dissolved. 

No. 4.— COMMUNICATIOX TO THE Kl.NQ, 



F State, Mn. GABnrnu Poppius. 



thlitries of Sweden. 



B CoUNSELLOn O 
2b His Most Gracious Majesty. 

I have, in conceit with Lieutenant-General Count A. P. Von Rosen, your Majesty's Lord Lieutenant iu the province of 
Gotheuburgli, and Commander of your xMajesty’s North Star Order, together with Professor S. Nilsson, a Knight of your 
Majesty’s Order of Vasa, at length completed the investigation, (which your Majesty was pleased to commit to my 
charge, by your Majesty’s Gracious letter of the3th of February last,) into the fisheries about tho islands and rocks 
along the coast of the Hohus County. 

Our attention was particularly directed to the question, how and to what degree arr.angomonts might be made, 
through the assistance of private speculators, for carryiug on salt sea fishing, with vessels of considerable burthen All 
such vessels should be.so constructed and fitted-np, that suitable banks and fishing stations farther out in tiie North 
Sea might be visited, and the fish which might be caught, either salted in ou boai'd, or preserved alive iu wells, made 
for that purpo.se. Experience has shewn that no progress con be expected to be made in this department, so far as the 
arrangements are intrusted to the fishermen themselves. 

These men are destitute of the acquirements necessary for performing extensive voyages, and are unequal to the task of 
acting in cases of complication and difficulty. But, besides speaking with divers fishermen, we have consulted numbers of 
persons resident, along the coast, and others dwelling iu Stromsfad and Uddevalla. The general opinion of all has been 
that the advantage of similar euterpri.ses was extremely doubtful ; for that no benefits resulting therefrom would be 
likely to repay the ultendant expenses, and that the object sought for would by no means be obtained. In reference to 
this subject, we also appointed a meeting with several members of tbe society of commerce at Gottenburgh, in which the 
above question was discu.ssed. The various views there expressed would lead us to the conclusion, that, ns matters 
are at present constituted, suit water fishing along the island coast of Bobus County, is not a branch of industry calcn- 
latedvto reward the time and capital which it would demand. If itshall continue a branch of popular employment it 
must on the contraryheconsideredoulyas demanding labour aud ti-ouble. Neither of these can nov/ be valued at their pro- 
per price ; as no departments of industry exist in which they can be employed to better advantage. Still, the gain resulting 
from its prosecution, though indeed often small enough, is some assistance to daily economy, aud excites reflection and 
occupation, as opposed to an idleness which must always and in every region be e.xcessively injurious. 

Among all the persons with whom we communicated on this subject, only one requested time for fui-ther consideration 
This person was Lieutonaut J. G. Mollen, of (ho Pilot Establi.shmont. He resides at the fishing station of Lysekii i 
spot nearly in the middle of the Island-const, between Gottenbarg and Stromstad, and where the trade resulting from 
the different fisheries could be very conveniently centred. Nearly the whole of the Lobster trade (mostly an ex- 

S ort to England) is already under his management ; besides which he has been for some time settled in that district • 
ns commanded, atone period a merchant ship, andis skilful andexpcrieuced in whatever relates to trade and navigation 
in general. This gentleman has, on accepting his situation at Lysekil, delivered in a written memor.-induTn, relative to 
Lobsters and other fi.sh taken in the great fisheries ; and since my residence here I have, received from him another 
written inemoraudnm, declarative of his willingness to attempt the prosecution of a givat salt-water fishery if ar- 
ranged upon a new plan; aud provided be be assisted by a loan from the Board of Public works, at a low rate of inter- 
est, due security being given for its regular repa)-ment. 

Should your Majesty find Molleu’s offer worthy of any attention, whetlier more or less, your Majesty will be pleased 
to draw up such general outlines and regulations as are necessary in arranging the conditions, to lie further declared 
aud explained in tbe contract he would require. An attempt might thus be instituted, without any sacrifice of capital, 
or the injury of any individual, which would probably tend to decide a very dubious question. ^ 

When tho documents on this question are completely arranged and presented, your Majesty's attention will bo more 
particularly directed to the following points ol great interest to tlie inhabitants of the coast, aud specially noticed in tlie 
papers of our enquiry, namely : — 

1st. Tho importance of an exact explanation of what is to be understood by the rights of the owners of the shore, in 
reference to thefisheriesin the North Sea. Should any such privilege be really supported, how far from the shore may 
It reach ? and to what extent may it embrace fishing for Mussels or sliell-fish bails for the larger salt water fi-^h, as this 
kind of fishing cannot he carried ou without free access to the Mussel-banks ? 

2nd. The forbidding of the Lobster fisheries during the summer months. 

3rd. The diminution of the trouble and expense thrown upon the fishermen and others who have to visit the Norwe- 
gian flour mills. However little may he the quantity of com which they carry, they must procure passports, aud pay 
fees, every voyage they make for that purpose. , i i vv 

4th. The represeutations of tho Society of Commerce at Gottenhurg, relative to the export to Norway of beech-wood, 
and tubs and casks of the beech tree. . 

With the deepest veneration, zeal, and fidelity, I remain, &c. ifec. it-e 
^ , , , GABRIEL FOPFIUS. 

Gotheuburgli, July 15th, 1S33. 
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I THE JoCn?;At.gOP THE Proceedi.vcs relative ' 

Council of the Kisgdo.m, His M.ajesty the P 

The Council was assembled at the Palace of Stodcholm on the 24th of August. 1833. 

Mr. Skogman, the Secretary of State for the Home Department, most respectfully proposed for consideration : — 

The humble Report of G. Poppius, President of the College of Commerce, on the result of his enquiries into the fish- 
eries oloog the coast of the Bohus County ; the President carried ou this investigation by travelling, and otherwise in 
obedience to his Majesty’s instructions of theflthof February last, and wos assisted therein by Count Axel Von Rosen, 
Lord Lieutenant of the district of Gottenburgli. and Professor S. Nilsson. 

In order to carry into full effect His Majesty’s gracious instructions, President Poppius had convened assemblies of the 
inhabitants of the fishing stations lying along that coast, toge'.her with other persons skilled and experienced in the bu- 
siness of the fisheries. After stating the points to be cleared up at these meetings, very much lulormation had been 
acquired on the spot aa to the population of every district, and how far it was employed in fishing or agriculture, <feo. 
and the number and value of the boats aud other instruments used in the fisheries. Various simple and well defined 
questions are hereby proposed for the public in general to answer ; both as regards the present and former condition of 
thefisheriesand the manner of carrying them ou, and gradually improving and extending them. After his retnmto Goth- 
enburgh, the President had also attended a .special meeting of a number of the merchants in that city, in order tliat he 
might consult with them as to tlie necessary arrangements for extending the Salmon and salt water fisheries, should 
the Society of Commerce be induced to co-operate therein. Documents were drawn up by the Commissioners relative to 
all these interviews, and containing a complete relation of the results obtained in their investigation. 

As regards the questiouof the decline of the Ilening fishery, the general persuasion of that fact had, according to 
these documents, been loudly expressed. , , 

Many persons declared that the Oyster fisheries and shell fish dragging should be, though now regarded as tdie pro- 
nertv of the landholders, free aud open for all. This .should be more particuhn-ly the case with shell fish, which arc not 
m themselves any serviceable branchof food, but which can be used as baits for Haddocks and Mackerel, tuid are indis- 
pensably necessary for Snlmon-fishing, &c. A supply of shell fish was often obliged to be procured from Norway. 

Several iuhabitanfs of the coast had also remarked, that different opimoiis had begun of late to be more and more com- 
mon respecting the ri^ht of prosecuting the Oyster and Lobster fisheries, together with the use of what is called ground- 
tackle, made f^t to the land. Some asserted that all these fisheries, like the North Sea fisheries in general, should be 
considered as common for all ; others, on the contrary, declared, that so far as they were carried on at and near rocks 
and islands, theybelonged to those who were owners of those rocks nnd islands. It is, say they, in the mean time, very 
necessary that much more exact decisions on these points should be come to, than those we have at present ; and should 
the monopoly of these fisheries be considered as belonging to the rights of ownership to the rooks and shores, proper 
regulations should be then drawn np, declarative of how for from the shore such a monopolizing right may be legally 

As respects the present state of the Herring fishery, as now described. His Majesty was not aware of anymeaOTres 
which could be adopted with any hopes of success. As to the other parts, however, of the preceaing report. His M^esty 
was graciously pleased, supported by his Council, and his Secretary of State for the Home Department, to ordain as 

” Inconsequence of theinfoi-matiou now obtained as to the state of the fisheries in general, the Chamber of Commerce shall 
draw up the outlines of a new code of lisliing laws for tliis kingdom. The highest legal court shall also declare its opi- 
nion partioiilariy and exactly, on the rights possessed by the owners of the shores over the hshencs in the North Sea; 
how (m from the shore (should such rights lie really proved to exist) they may properly extend, and how far those rights 
may, in any cn.se, include the collection of Mussels and shell fish, a-s baits for Salmon and other salt water fish. 

His Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant for the district of Gothenburghand Bohus County, shall in the mean time be instructed 
to try by persuasions to voluntary agreements between individuals, to procure the fisherman in the salt water fisheries, &c. 
a free right to take up the necessary baafs for the fish above mentioned, whenever aud wherever he likes, along the coast. 
° ^ From the Journals. lunmvipr.iM 



A. F. NORMELIN. 



No.O. — Letter from the Governor of Gottenbobgh to the King of Sweden, on the Fisheries — Dated the 
31st October, 1835. 

To (he King’s Most Excelleni Mujesti/. 

Your Majesty and the Exchequer Board (Kammar Collegium,) of the kingdom have demanded, by a communication, 
dated the 30tli of May, last year,- and by another of the 12th of this month, a solution of the following question : 
Should the owners of the shores establish their right to the fisheries in the North Sea, how far from the shore may such 
right be judged to extend, and how can it. in any degree, include fishing for Mussels nnd other shellfish, used as baits 
in the great salt water fisheries. A very long period has elapsed since the first communication on this subject was for- 
warded tome ; I may, therefore, he permitted to remark, that the existence of tiiat_ document was unknown in this 

S arter, till a short time previous to the arrival of tlie last named communication, in consequence of the continued 
sence of the late Count Rosen, Lord Lieutenant of the district of Gottenburgli, and Mr Engstrom’s (the Secretary) 

°By His Majesty’s gracious regulations for the coast, river, and lake fisheries of the kingdom, promulgated on the 
14th of November, 1766, it has been alroady permitted to every Swedish subject to tarry on the Herring fishery along 
whatever shores he pleased. This right has been, by the ordinances on the fisheries in the North Sea, and the saltworks 
in this district, dated July the 21st 1774. still further extended, a.s follows : that any one, whoever he may he, may 
carry on fisheries of every kind in theopensea, nnd along the coast belonging to tUeSwedislicrown, andiyingbeyondOresund. 
Your Majesty has also appealed to tills regulation as clear and decided, in your Majesty’s gracious note addressed to 
the 1/ord Lieutenant of this county, ou the 5th of April, 1831 ; when this document was drawn up several fishennen 
within the capell parish of Grandsund, had respectfully requested information, at what depth the ground shore was 
supposed to end, aud the free fishery to begin ; and prayed that they might enjoy the same rights and privileges, in re- 
ference to Lobster fishing as are at present enacted in reference to Herring fisheries ; your Majesty decided in reply, 
that only persons possessing private and special authority over the various fisliing water.' could lay any hindrance in 
the way ot general fishing being carried on there; and that, therefore, a bill should be drawn up (the privilege accorded 
by the 25th chap, and 22nd sec. of the trial-code, to him who is condemned unheard, being preserved) to change and 
diminish, according to law, all such fines, as might be opposed to a common right of fishing in the islnnd-coast waters 
of this district. 

From this your Majesty’s gracious letter, it would appear, that the regulations of 1774, by no means interfered with 
the rights of private individuals to their respective fishing waters. This view of the question is supported by your Ma- 
jesty’s communication to the Lord Lieutenant here, on the 31st of August, 1833. In this last paper, that officer was 
urged to procure, ns often as possible, the voluntary agreement of fishennen aud owners of the shores, that the incon- 
veniences at present resulting from permission being denied the fisherman, to collect sliell-fish for baits wherever he 
pleases, might he done away with. Tliis interpretation of the law, I consider, the only one recondleahle with the pre- 
servation of private individual privileges. Legal rights to the fishing waters in many places are also, 1 should think, 
well founded; hut the great majority of such rights are probably mere assumptions, and the general regulations ot 
the law can be evaded, neither by prescriptive right, nor by the fact of lands accidentally stretching down to the 
shore. All this, however, will he more fully decided by the proposed investigation into the propriety of doing away 
with fines for fishing along the coast. As to the question how far from the shore any such right may extend, our deci- 
sion mnstdepend upon regular judicial documents, payments of dues, papers in proof, or other undeniable evidence 
which the owner of any fishing water may bring forward. Should no exact distance from the shore, island, or reef, 
be specified in these documents, no analogous system of calculation can be laid down : — a ground shore may extend at 
one spot to a great distance into the sea, and may be confined by deep water at some other place, to a very small 
circle round the rock or island, *c. The eridenoe brought forward in the documents above mentioned, must assist in 
the decision of all these cases ; it being assumed as a general rule, that, where the owner of the shore cannot show a 
special legal right to the fishing water, the fishery shall thqre be free for all, without any regard to the depth of the 
water, or the nearness or distance of the shore. 

It would appear undeninble that the right of fishing in particular places, must also inclnde the monopoly of all the 
shell fish to betouni there, mussels included; nor can this be particularly injurious to the Salmon fisheries, partly because 
such private patches of coa.it are very few, and partly because the fisherman has seldom any time to spare for fishing up 
such shell fish for baits ; so that employment has gone into other hands ; immense quantities being supplied by strangers 
to all the different fisheries. 

There being a proposal to draw up a new fishing code for this kingdom, I ought, perhaps, here to direct your Majes- 
ty's gracious attention to a clause in the above mentioned gracious letter of the Sist of August, 1833. That clause pro- 
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hibited all Lobster flsbing in and along the coast of the Bohns Connty, from the beginning of July to tlie middle of Fts/ieriei of Su»td«n» 

September. This very useful prohibition has been, however, scandalously violated, Lobsters being exposed for sale in 

these months, and in' the open day, without the possibility of repressing it, the salesmen asserting that they were caught * 

elsewhere. Now, as the Bohns coast is far too extensive to be properly controlled in this respect, it would probably he 

adriseable to extend the above prohibition to the whole Swedish shores, adding that all Lobsters taken or offered for 

sale within the days just specified shall be immediately seized. 

This is all the information and counsel, wliichl am able to offer; your Majesty will see that they cannot he compared 
with what might have been expected from the iabonrs of my predecessor, whose frequent voyages and journies along 
the coasts and waters, and in which I have had so little e.xperience, enabled him to obtain most accurate information 
relating to all the matters at present in dispute. 

• With all due respect, &c. <fec. &c., 

^ . G. EDENHJELM. 

Gottenhurgh’s Governor’s Office, October 31st, 1835. 

No. 7.— Report of the Exchequer Boaru to the Kikg’s Most Excei.lest Majestv. 

In the summer of 1833, and in obedience to your Majesty’s commands, an investigation into the Fisheries along the 
coast oftheCounty of Bohns, was commeneod by Mr. Poppius, formerly President of the Collegeof Commerce.and now 
a member of your Majesty’s Council of State, in coniunction with the late Lieutenant-General, Count Rosen, and Pro- 
fessor S. Nilsson. During their inquiries on this subject, and their interviews with the inhabitants of tlie coast, they 
found that a great diversity of opinions existed on the really legal extent of the rights of the owners of the shore, parti- 
cn^y as regards Oysters and Lobsters, and the privilege of gathering shell fish aud Mussels for baits in the salt water 
and Salmon rishenes. It was generally regarded as very important, that decisive opinions should he obtained on these 
points, m contradistinction to the present uncertain state of the law ; so that should, as onepavty asserted, and the other 
denied, any such nionopoly really belong to the owners of the shore or rooks, it might be generally announced by the 
law how far from the shore such a monopolizing right might legally extend. 

In consequence of this, Mr. Poppius endeavoured in the memorial presented in July, in the year above named, to call 
your Majesty s gracious attention, m accordance with the wish of the inhabitants of the coast, to the necessity of more 
n^owly denning thefoljowing points: — How are we to understand the rights of the owners of the shores to the Fish- 
OTes of me North Sea; in case such rights should be really and legally exercised, how far from the shore should they 
he judged to extend ; aud how in any case can they be supposed to iuclude taking up Mussels, or what is called shellfish 
for baits in the larger salt wa^ Fisheries, since such Fisheries cannot he carried on without a free access to Mussels, <fec. 

After the consideration of tWs report on the 24th of August, in the year just mentioned, the Supreme Law Court was 
instructed to give in its opinion as to the points tlierein contained ; and the Exchequer Board was also, by an address 
dated the ISth of the following December, instructed to express its opinion on the same subjects. In obedience hereto, 
and after your Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant in the district of Bohns and Gottenburg, had been examined, and the docu- 
ment dated the 31st of October last year, had been received, the reasons for its long delay being explained therein, this 
Court of Exchequer expresses its resolutions as follows : — 

_ According to the Royal Regulations of the 14th of November, 17G6, Ch. the 2nd, on salt water Fislieries, all Fisheries 
in ^ open sea, and along crown rocks and islands, <fec., which belong to no particular farm, or are possessed by no par- 
tacnlar conditions, shall be open toevery Swedish subject, freely to employ for his own advantage. It is also further 
enacted, in the 6th section, explanatory of the i%htof the shore or land owner to the ocean Fisheries, that.such Fish- 
eries when lying within the island reef, shall he regarded as belonging to those private estates, the shores or islands of 
which lie around them; hut that along the open coast, where no island coast exists, and ontside that rocky reef, the 
rights of the land and shore-owners shall only extend so far as the ground shore reaches towards the sea. Still that 
where, within the island reef, royal or common Fisheries had existed of old, or there was prescriptive tradition, pay- 
ment of taxation, judicial documents, or other undeniable evidence of individual rights to the Fisheries around rocks, 
islands, and shoals, &o. , it should so remain ever after also ; together with all Fisheries belonging to lauds bequeathed 
to cities or towns in this kingdom. ' 

By the 1st ai'ticlc of the royal ordinances afterwards published on the 21st of July, 1774, it was announced, “ tliat 
every inhabitant of this kingdom without reference to his rank or station in life, shall he allowed to cari-y on Fisheries 
«ther privately or in company with others in the open sea, and in the waters along the coast belonging to the Swedisli 
Crown, and lying beyond Orexund. Such Fisheries of whatever sort they may be, he shall he free to carry on for ever.” 

As to what relates to the Herring fishery along the shores, we find in the 2nd article. “That when the draa-nete are 
hauled, every fisherman present may haul his net in Ms turn; the owner of the shore, however, when he appears, shall 
select whatever turn he likes.” As to Lobsters, however, and the Oyster or bait fishery, no regulations appear in these 
valuable laws ; the consequence of which has been that various opinions begin to be entertained respecting the real 
rights of the shore-owners. 

Your Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant here has, in his ex-planatory paper hereon addressed to yonr Majesty considered it 
M an tmdemable principle, that by the regulations of 1766, any and every one was permitted to carry on the Herring 
fishery m the North Sea, along whatever shores he pleased ; aud that the right of fishing was by the statutes of 1774 
so extended, that any person might pursue every kind of fishing, not only in the open sea, but also along all island 
reefs beyond Oresund, which belonged to the Swedish Crown. 

support of this view of the matter, your Majesty's Lord- Lieutenant here appealed to your Majesty’s letter of the 
5 th of April, 1831, wherein, in reply to certain fisher m en who he^ed information how deep the sea should be, where 
the ground shore ended, aud that they might enjoy the same privileges in Lobster fishing as those already granted for 
Herrag fislnng, your Majesty graciously declared that those only who posse.'sed individual rights to the fishing waters 
could lay any hindrance in the way of the prosecution of any fishery. In consequence of this decision, your Majesty 
was pleased to odd that a bill sboiild be drawn up, (with a saving clause for those condemned unheard,) to change and 
diminish all such fines and penalties as might oppose the general enjoyment of the fisheries in this district. Your 
Majesty’.s Lord-Lieutenant here considered that this letter must establish the fact that the regulations of 1774, could 
not have at all affected the real privileges of private individuals in the fishing waters, which indeed are further confirmed 
by the royal letfcr of the 31st of August, 1833, recommending the Lord-Lieutenant here to endeavour as far as possible 

to remedy the disadvantages resulting from the refusal of individuals to permit shell fish for baits to be caught by tlie 

fisherman wherever he pleases, by arranging voluntary agreements for the benefit of the fisheries. 

• In snjiport hereof, your Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant considered many such rights to the fishing waters on the island 
coasts still to exist, though probably the majority were not legal, as the royal regulations could neither be contravened 
by ancient prescription, nor by the accidental fact of the grounds of private individuals reaching down to the sea. 

In this question, agtun, how far from the shore sucli right could legally extend, your Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant con- 
sidered that it might be decided by regular legal documents, payments of dues, or other undeniable evidence ; and if no 
particular distance were mentioned in such documents belonging to the shore-owners, it would be impossible to decide it 
by an arbitrary aimlogy, as the ground shore might, in the one case, extend a great distance into the sea, and in the 
other the rock or island, &c.. might he almost immediately surrounded by deepwater. Every separate case must there- 
fore be separately decided ; it being considered as a general rule that where no private rights can be legally shown, 
fishery shall be free, whether it he far from, or near to the shore or rock. 

According to your Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant’s judgment, a monopoly of such fishing waters, must also be a mono- 
poly of the shell fish and Mussels found within their limits: nor can this greatly injure the fisheries, partly because 
those spots are probably few to which they extend ; and partly because those persons engaged in this employment can 
seldom spare time for collecting fish baits, aud they are consequently an article of commerce, and are forwarded to the 
fishing stations in great quantities. 

All these views of your Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant are shared by the Exchequer Board, (Kammar Collegium.) They 
agree, the Board thinks, not only with the last law on the Fisheiies in the North Sea, and ite island coasts, passed iu 
1774, according to the 6th section of which all preceding regulations are abolished, and consequently those of 1766, re- 
lative to the rights of the shore-owners witliin the island reef ; but also with your Majesty’s above mentioned letters of 
1831 and 1833. 

The question now therefore seems to he, not the suppression of some few clanses relative to the rights of the owners 
of the shores, but an arrangement to the advantage of the Fisheries, by a new code of fishing regulations. Should 
the pnaciple he adopted of universal right to fish in and along the sea, wherever some particular privilege cannot 
legrily be proved ; (the burden of proving this privilege being always thrown on the owner of the shore,) aud should the 
pni^ege be thus made the exception not the rule, the cases of such privilege will soon become generally known by former 
or future judicial decisions ; or the Board trusts that the Fisheries in the North Sea, so important to the country and the 

2 A 
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I^furies of ^Sweden. '^8® P”P“5a*ion engaged in its prosecution, may hereafter be carried on without the least interference or rainrr 

rights and immunities of private individuals. ^ ^ 

” Herewith are inclosed all the documents forwarded for the inspection of the Board, together wiai the naner of renre- 

sentations dehvered by yonr Majesty’s Lord- Lieutenant for the County of Gottenbui^h and Bohns. 

^ That officer also recommends the prohibition of Lobster fishing during the summer months, which now airoUes onlr 
to the Bohus coast, to be e.xtended to all the shores of Sweden. ' 

With all Respect and Fidelity, &c. &C., your Majesty's, &c. 

JACOB CEDERSTROM. LEON. CASSEL, Referent, 

f o LILJENROTH. OLOF NYBLAEUS 

”• “• J. A. BRANDEL. 



Stockholm, Febrnary,I836. 



A. W. TORNEBOHM. 



APPENDIX, XL. 

Fisheries oe Norway. 

Extracts from “ Trarels through Norway and Lapland, during the years 1806, 1807, and 1808, by 

Leopold Von Buch, Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Berlin. 

Bergen’s Fish Trade with Nordland. 

F^ henes of Hm-wuy. Hundholm is one of the most remarkable places in Nordland ; for since its foundation the dawning 
of the prosperity of that province has brightened up. The object is to carry on, immediately from 
this place, the trade of Bergen, and for that purpose several of the richest merchants in Drontheim 
have joined together. We can hardly doubt that, with their means, zeal, and activity, they will accom- 
plish their objects ; for nothing appears more simple, and agreeable to the nature of things. The fish 
IS wught in the north, and sold in Spain and Italy. What obstacle can there be to the saving of toil 
and labour, ot time, gold, and men, and to the sending the fish from hence directly for Spain and 
Italy r nothmg but custom. In ancient times, before the assistance of Bergen, or any other town on 
the coast, whde Lofodden abounded with fish, as at present, vessels were despatched immediatelv from 
the north to England and Flanders. Thoralf, King Harald Haarfagers, Jarl in Helgeland, in the year 
890, pursued the fishery the whole winter through, below Vasge, in Loffodden, end exch.n.ed the 
produce in I^ngland for a rich cargo of wheat, wine, and honey.* But when OIu£f Ryrre founded 
Bergen, in 1069, at the time when the Hanseatic league was formed, the Germans soon settled there, 
got into their hands the whole trade and exportation. It is more convenient for the inhabitants 
to dispose of their fish directly to the counting house, than to convey them to foreign countries through 
unknown tracts. The same thing took place with the inhabitants of Nordland. The nnceasing de- 
mands of the German factory excited in the people of Bergen a great activity in bringing fish from 
every quarter to this general magazine, and this eagerness brought them to Nordland and to Finmark. 

Ill this way the fishermen of Nordland disposed of their produce immediately to the vessels of Ber- 
gen, which imposed on themselves the necessity of a very short carriage ; for the fishermen did not seek 
for the rnerchant, but the merchant for the fish. As the latter was unwilling to have a fruitless iour- 
ney, he brought along with him to the fishermen all that they stood in need of, to catch as many as 
possible. Ihese were the times when the town exercised a beneficial guardianship over the country. 
But the town itself suffered under a much harder oppression. The German factory long remained in 
Bergen like an independent State, not amenable to the laws of the land, and frequently set order 
and justice at defiance. The courage and wisdom of a Walkendorf was required to heal this danger- 
's wound in the heart of the State. The freedom and license of the Germans was at length curailed. 
ihe Hans towns, however, to revenge themselves perhaps for their lost superiority, and the Pomer- 
anian towns in particular, and Wisnav and Rostock, appeared in 1539 before Bergen with a numerous 
fleet, and plundered this town in so cruel a manner, that the impoverished townspeople were rendered 
mcapab c of carrying on their usual traffic with Nordland-f The population of Nordland was too great 
to maintain itself, and if they wished to preserve the country from destruction, it was necessary for the 
inhabitants to perform themselves the long and dangerous passage to Bergen. In this way the famous 
Bergen craft had their origin, which, after a lapse of 270 years, were considered in the country, and 
still more in Bergen, as a sort of law of nature. 

That Bergen^s bog should be closely crowded in the month of June with innumerable Nordland 
yachts, and again in winter was a matter of as great a certainty as the succession of summer to winter 
and winter to summer. The purchiaer puts his price on the fish, and not the vender ; and the latter ' 
lias an incre^ed gmn in the productions, grain and articles of luxury which the inhabitants of Nord- 
land derive from the town. In the year 1807, there came at once from Nordland, Tromsoe, and Len- 
yen, one hundred and twenty-six yachts to Bergen, and that twice in the same year. What a distance. 

It IS almost half the passage to Spain, and by much the most dangerous and difficult; in a zone in 
which the winds me daily changing, and frequently change in the same day, and blow with equal fury 
trom opposite points of the compass; and on a coast which on account of the numerous cliffs and 
skiars IS well known for one of the most dangerous on the globe. Notwithstanding of the immense 
distance, _ (one hundred and eighty miles of Nordland for many,) these yachts are by no means con- 
structed in such a manner as to allow them to expose themselves to the open sea without danger. But 
there are too many places, great fords, where they must renounce the protection of sheltering islands, 
and where not unfrequently the heavy laden yacht is driven by the winds and waves on the cliffs. There 
scarcely pmses a par in which some of the yachts of Nordland are not lost in the Holdenford, or at 
atatlmid. buch a ossis easily borne by the merchant, but not by the boor ; and several villages have been 
completelyrumedby a calamity of the kind. The fishermen, or boors, called here Boiide^ne, generally 
^ ppvided by the retail merchant in their neighbourhood. If the vessel L 

aSr «n a great part of their property; and if the same accident happens again 

f K of a fevy yprs, the whole island remains waste and ruined. The heart sinks, and the 
WHnn« w? the world ^ain, as- if they had newly come into it. A short time ago col- 

lectiop were rnade throughout the whole country for two communities in Vestvaage, who, thro^h the 
repeated loss of their yachts, in two successive years, were suddenly reduced from a state of prosperity 

• Rigla Schiiming Norsake Hist, II., 465. 
t Holberg Bergeas Beseriv, HO. 
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to the greatest poverty; the want of men in these expeditions is oquallyprejudicial to a province, which in /i’,v/,(-, 
the short summer of that part of the world has the greatest need of them. ' A yacht, with mast and sails 
(ra^eil) like all those of Nordland, cannot be navigated with fewer than from eight to twelve strong and 
active men ; andmore than a thousand men are thus taken from the land, not for the purpose of advanc- 
ing its produce, but of diminishing it considerably by the expense of the passage. Two months are thus 
completely lost for them ; and this is severely felt. For not only the fishery, but agriculture stands in the 
greatest want of them ; and the cultivation of the meadows is essentially necessar5' to the preservation 
of the cattle during winter. To think of circulation in these passages is altogether vain. They bring 
back with them only the most necessary articles, corn and meal for their families ; they receive it from 
the merchant for fish delivered. All the families live near one another in an insulated manner: the 
desire of thriving can only be excited among a very few, and then can produce no beneficial consequen- 
ces ; for there are too few means of gratifying it when men are not collected together from a general 
interest, and icripelled to their performance of reciprocal services. What is gained beyond the mere 
necessaries of life is spent in the simplest sensual enjoyments, the consequences of which are as perish- 
able as the enjoyments themselves, and have never here benefitted the people. This seems the una- 
voidable destiny of fishermen. 

It seems to ha.ve been the beneficent intention of the Government, by raising Tronisbo to a town, 
to awaken new life in Nordland, to render the ruinous voyages of the fishermen to Bergen unneces- 
sary; and by means of a circulation among the inhabitants to generate activity and prosperity among 
them. 1 he consequences have not answered the expectations which were formed. Tromsoe pro- 
bably lies too far from Lofodden, the central point of the fishery. The passage to Barcelona was for 
the merchants of Tromsoe, such another voyage of discovery as that of Gama to Calcutta. In twelve 
years they have never ventured on it. But what is not to be expected from Hundhohn, which is a- 
tuated in almost the middle of a province carrying on the fishery, and which is in the way of every 
vessel from Lafodden, or farther North ? It is also near to Helgoland, and affords an excellent and 
secure harbour, with entrance and outlet to the south and north, and a very easy access from sea. 

The brig which we found there had anchored with the assistance of a chart, and without a pilot, in 
the harbour of Hundholm, a thing which they durst hardly have ventured on at Tromsoe. Besides 
this, there are men at the head of the undertaking at Hundholm well acquainted with the nature of 
the trade, who know the markets of Bai'celona, Leghorn, and Naples, without the necessity of pre- 
vious instruction in. Bergen; and who, from what they had already done, have shown that they look 
beyond the moment, and have in view the duration and stability of the undertaking. 

I^isheries at Vaage. 

Lbdingon is scarcely twenty-three English miles from Vaage, the central point and chief place of 
ah the fisheries in the North. I he number of boats which passed by gave us a fairit idea of the mul- 
titude of men who assemble there in winter. Yet the fourth part of them do not pass this place, but 
only a small number of those who dwell to the North of Lofodden. If we reckon up all the boats 
which assemble at Vaage, their number appi'oaches nearer to four thousand, than three thou- 
sand. Each boat is manned by four or five persons; hence the number of fishers who arrive in 
boats amounts to more than eighteeen thousand. Tins is the fourth of the whole population, and 
certainly more than the half of all the grown men who inhabit the Nordlands, or the provinces of 
Helgeland, Salten, Lofodden, Senjen, and Tromsoe* a length of nearly a hundred geographical 
miles. Besides these, there are more than three hundred vessels, consisting of yachts, from Bergen, 
from Sondmbr, Christiansand, and Molde, each filled with seven or eight men; so that the multitude 
of men assembled in a small circumference at Vaage, in February and March, amounts to more than 
twenty thousand. The banks of Newfoundland, in the fishing season, scarcely give employment to a 
greater number of individuals. 

The source of the wealth of Bergen lies principally here; for the quantity of fish which Bergen 
procures from other places is inconsiderable, compared to the immense supplies from the Fiskevar of 
Vaage. Every boat at an average during the few weeks of the fishing season catches three thousand 
head of fish ; many of them catch fewer, many also catch as many as seven thousand, and even ten 
tliousand. If we add to this what is taken in the yachts and larger vessels, we have the sum of 
nearly sixteen millions large Torsk or Tusk, and Cod, yearly caught at these islands : this amounts 
to nearly six hundred thousand vog, (a vog weighing thirty-six pounds,) or a produce of six hun- 
dred thousand dollars ; for the vog of 1 usk and Cod in Bergen, is on an average estimated at a dollar. 

That is certainly one of the most remarkable points on the face of the earth, which is capable of af- 
fording such immense results. 

The number of fishermen is never limited by the abundance of the fish. The fishery has hitherto 
remained an open field for every comer, and no complaints have even yet been heard that the poor 
have had iheir usual supply diminished by those who were more wealthy than themselves ; neither 
have the inhabitants of Nordland ever asserted that they were obliged to share their expected supply 
with new fishermen from the South. While almost all the other fisheries of Norway gradually lose 
their reputation ; Lofodden has been in the same high estimation for a thousand years, and there has 
never yet been an example of the failure of the fishery. Not long ago, in the time when Strom pub- 
lished his excellent topography of Sondmbr, (1762.) Sondmbr and Nbrdmbr were almost in equal re- 
pute with Lofodden ; and now we see every year fishermen from the Sondmbr, proceeding in several 
yachts for more than five hundredand fifty English miles to Vaage ; for in their own Fiords and fish- 
ing banks the fish, for sixteen years at least, have never made their appearance. Vaage'was, even in 
the time of Har.ild Haarfager, a well-known and distinguished place of resort of fish, and several grandees 
of the country settled in these northern districts to avail themselves of the fish. At a later period 
under the government of Olaf, the Saint (1020,) Vaage was the point of assemblage for the inhabi- 
tants of Nordland, whore almost all the powerful men of the country annually arrived with their re- 
tainers ; and hence in the old accounts the returning ships are sometimes called Vaagc-flect (H. K. II. 

202,242,) as we now a-day speak of a Bengal or Jamaica fleet. 

Ihe peaceful and benevolent King Eystcin, brother of Sigurd the Crusader, gave orders, about the 
year 1120, for building a church here (nordii vogorna Halogalandi) and a number of fishing huts 
around, that poor people might assemble here and procure a living — an erection, of which ho himself 
boasts to his brother, and which he extols above all the splendid and warlike exploits of Sigurd in 
Greece, and at the head of the Constantinopolitaii army ; for, adds he, these men will tell, even in dis- 

• The poj.ulalion of these five Fogderier, according to the enumeration of 1801, is 71,237. 
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tant ages, that a King Eysteiu once lived in Norway, (Heimskingla III.. 248.) A town was attempted 
to be built in later times at Vaage, fl334) but the attempt failed, probably on account of the diffi- 
culty of the first beginnings. 

What keeps the fish so constantly among these islands, while they are much less constant in their 
vfisits to ail the other places on the coast ? When we consider the singular situation of LofFodden, the 
long range of islands, which, as it were, inclose an inland sea connected with the great ocean, merely 
by narrow channels between the islands, it appears evident that the most obvious cause of their arrival 
is repose, and the protection of the sheltering mountains from the storms of the sea. They make their 
appearance only at spawning time, when this repose is e.ssentially necessary for them. In summer there 
are no fish here. In the Sondraor it was also well known that the fish left the banks, which lay thirty 
or thirty-five English miles out at sea, for the openings between the islands, when they are too much 
disturbed by the storms, (Strom I., 318.) But why do they approach the banks towards the land, 
where the seals at least sixty, eighty, and sometimes above otse hundred fathoms deep ? Why do 
they not spawn in the bottom of the Northern Ocean itself, as this ocean hardly reaches a greater 
depth than six or eight hundred fathoms ? — We can assign no other cause than the greater oppression 
which they sutFer in this depth. Or do they seek in spawning time a warmer water at Va^e, for it is 
possible that the current which ascends from the south up the coast heats the Westfiord considerably 
in winter ; and it was singular enough that in the night when we crossed the Westfiord, the thermo- 
meter, above two English miles from land, stood in the salt water at 42® 68, when, as in the middle of 
the Fiord, it stood at 46® of fahrenheit. The fish enter from the north by Rastsund, between Hindoe 
and east Vaage, and less frequently by Grimstrom, between East and West Vaage. They then repair 
to three or four banks in particular, where they collect in millions, and where they wait the coming of 
the fishermen. Kabelvog, the small island of Skraaven, Henningsnar, are celebrated names on this 
account in the north ; Helli, before Hindoe, is less famous. This arrival of the fish takes place with a 
sort of regularity ; the males frequent the deepest places, and the females select places several fathoms 
higher. When they reach the ground on which they spawn, the males sink to the bottom, and emit 
tbeir smelts ; the females follow, and let their roes fall into the smelts. They remain there no longer, 
but immediately return to the ocean, either in quest of the Herrings, or to the unknown regions of the 
great deep. The fishery is therefore confined within the limits of a few weeks. The period at which the 
fish arrive is not known to a day, but it seldom happens before the middle of January, or later than the- 
end of February — all is over with April. In a diffuse and strict edict for the fisheries of Nordland, 
dated the 1st of February, 1786, there is an attempt to define the limits of the fishing season more 
accurately, for it commands that lines (liner) shall not be used before the 4th of March, nor nets before 
the 26th of February. But M. J. P. Kist, in a small treatise (Copeiih. 1801) remarks, as it appears to 
me not without reason, that it is impossible to determine with such accuracy the commencement of the 
fishery. He asserts that the edict was issued with the intention of favouring the Helgelanders, and others, 
who come from more I'istant places in the south, under a dread that those who live nearer might carry 
off the whole store, and leave nothing for those who should come after them. This was not probably 
the cause of the edict ; for it is clear, that although the inhabitants of Loffodden might be induced to 
wait the coming of the Helgelanders, the fish, if they made tbeir appearance in January, would not 
do so. Besides, what a foolish policy to endeavour to enrich one at the expense of another, under the 
apparent pretext of admitting a greater number to a share of the profit 1 This would be completely 
in the spirit of those who condemn machinery in manufactories, because otherwise a greater number of 
hands would be employed ; or who consider causeways a grievance, because by means of them the 
bread is taken from the mouths of the blacksmiths and wheelrights who live in the neighbourhood of 
bad roads. The intention of the royal edict was, no doubt, to give the fish time to deposit their 
smelts and their roes, to prevent the whole race of them from being destroyed. It is most probable, 
however, that the fish which annually arrive, always belong tothe same families. They repair in summer 
far towards the north, and towards winter may as well take the way to the banks of Newfoundland and. 
Cape Breton, as the coast of Norway. Who could be induced to believe that even any considerable 
part of the immensity of Cod which people the ocean is generated at Vaage? Perhaps they wished 
to let the fish assemble at the Fiskevar, and to prevent them from being scared back by nets and lines. 
The edict prohibiting the drawing of nets before the 26th of February, is in fact only directed parti- 
cularly to Raftesund, the way to the Fiskevars. But has it been confirmed by experience that so 
many millions of fish can be possibly driven back? It is true, they feel the obstacles which so frequently 
oppose them. .4s all the fishermen cast their nets a few years ago, at a uniform depth of from eighty to 
one hundred fiithoms. they were not a little astonished on drawing them, to find that they had can^ht 
nothing. An old experienced fisherman of Helgoland, who witnessed this, left them, and placed his net 
a number of fathoms higher up. In a short, time his boat was filled with males; he placed it still 
higher, and the following days he caught only females ; and he derived a great profit from his under- 
taking. The fish had perceived the net before them, and proceeded higher up; but still they had not 
deviated from their course. Would they not rather attempt every opening to their place of spawning, 
before again hastening to the stormy ocean, from which they have but just escaped? Does ever the 
spawning not take place in the rivers, even when they are wholly covered with nets and baskets? 

Three methods are principally used to catch these fish ; nets, lines, and hand-lines. The most im- 
portant undoubtedly is the net fishing, and it is at present in general use. The net is about twenty 
fathoms in length, with meshes of a few inches in size ; the depth is not above seven or eight feet. 
From the under border of this grated wall a number of cords hang with stones fastened to them, which 
sink the net in the sea ; the stones fasten the net to the ground, and the length of the dependent cords 
determines the depth in the water at which the net is to be kept ; for on lengthening the cords the net 
rises higher, and on shortening them it sinks nearer to the bottom. Similar cords are fastened to the 
upper part of the net, which are preserved on the surface, where they come in contact with it by fas- 
tening pieces of light wood to them (kavler) by which means the net is also kept in a perpendicular di- 
rection in the water. The net is thus placed like a wall against the course of the fish. The inland in- 
liabifants of a country would hardly at first suppose it possible to catch a great number of fish in (his 
manner, without enclosing them as ill a sack, and extracting them environed in such a manner. The 
reason of the capture lies in the violence of the Tusk in its course: he runs with all the force of his 
course among the meshes ; but his bulky body cannot follow the head, the fish then wishes to get back; 
but the long and small pectoral fins oppose this like two steel springs, by which means he remains caught 
in the mesh. The fisher generally sets his nets in the evening, at the twilight, and draws them in the 
morning, at day-break ; the whole net is then frequently covered with fish, and the boat is speedily 
filled. If the net were higher, it would frequently be unable to sustain the weight of the fish. Even 
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at present they find every precaution necessary in the drawing of their nets. In the water the fish Fisheries e/'Koiva^ 

lose the greatest part of their weight : it appears then an easy thing to draw up the net ; but as soon as 

the cod comes above the water, he employs his whole strength against the meshes, and would tear them ~ 

and effect his escape, if a second fisherman did not as sooo as he touchesthe surface of the water drive 

an iron hook into his belly, and drag him with it into the boat. Thisnet fishing is impossible by day;— 

for even when the nets are sixty or eighty fathoms beneath the surface, they are seen by the fish which 

avoid them. It has therefore always been the custom, and it is expressly ordered in the royal edict, 

•that nets shall only be set in the evening, and drawn in the morning; but this has no great influence 
•at Vaage, for the days in February under the 68th degree of latitude are not very long. It is owing 
to these nets that the number of fishers in Lofodden is limited. Since their introduction (not yet 
a full half century,) they have begun to want room. Every one endeavours to set his nets in the 
most advantageous places; some from south to north, others away from these from east to west. Hence 
arise numerous disorders and quarrels i and the government was under the necessity, as it appears for 
the first time since Lofodden was frequented by fishermen, of regulating by a law of police the or- 
der of the fishery. Till 1786 it had never been found necessary to reconcile such considerable num- 
bers of people assembling there for the same end. Overseers are now appointed, who point out to 
every man where he is to set his nets, and what direction he is to take, that there may be no confu- 
sion. But this has not put an end to all the quarrels : it appears that of late years, from the in- 
creasing numbers arriving from the south, that they have rather multiplied. We heard a general wish 
expressed at Vaage, that the government should dispatch in the fishing season an officer to Vaage, as 
a general overseer ; and the fishers themselves have requested such a presiding magistrate. 

Ill Ost-Vaage, all the way to the Malstrdm and Rost, the complaints are not so general; and this 
is easily accounted for, because the fishers do not frequent that place in such abundance, and are 
consequently not so crowded. 

The introduction of nets in fishing has very considerably changed the condition of the inhabitants 
of the Norwegian coast, for by that means the quantity of fish taken has been at least doubled. 

This custom is not old. Claus Niels Sliningen, a merchant in Borgund, in the Sondmor, was the 
first who introduced nets, in the year 1685 : it immediately excited a general outcry against him- 
The advantage was undoubted and clear, and could never be equalled by the hook; but to procure 
nets was attended with an expense which could only be borne by the rich. All the fishermen, there- 
fore, stood out against them, and all their acuteness was displayed in pointing out the prejudicial ef- 
fects of the net fishery. But the richer people and tlio merchants did not regard the outcry, and the 
use of the nets became daily more general. The practice became at length almost universal, and the 
war for and against the nets was long carried on with an unusual degree of fury. It came to a law-suit ; 
and after an accurate investigation in all the circumstances, it was decided that nets were not only not 
prejudicial, but also more useful.* The poorer sort were at length compelled by necessity to resort 
to means for the procuring of nets ; and in a short time in the Sondmor, and the neighbouring pro- 
vinces, they became the usual fishing implements. In later times experience has amply confirmed the 
wisdom of the sentence of the law. The Sondmor, for the space of full twenty years, from 1740 to 
1760, long after the introduction of this mode of fishing, enjoyed an abundance and superfluity of 
fish, which the province, neither before nor afterwards, ever attained. One would suppose that the 
sentence respecting net fishing would then be generally acquiesced in as just ; but we see with astonish- 
ment that the same dispute extended itself northwards, from one province to another; the same rea- 
sons were always again adduced, and evidence had always again to be taken on the spot, as the pro- 
vinces did not lie near one another, but scattered in distant parts of the world. In the year 1762, 
when Storm published his Topography, it was still prohibited on the coast of Drontheim to set 
nets either in the common fishing places, or in the open sea; because by such means the poor fisher- 
men, who were unable to purchase such dear tackle, would suffer very much from it ; for it was also 
asserted that the fish will no longer bite a hook where Cod nets are placed. This is a very particular 
and incessant sympathy for the poor. For them, every spur to industry was completely removed, 
and men of active dispositions were degraded, like machines or cattle, to follow the same tract, with- 
out improving and without advancing. 

When the poor are unable to procure the means from which the rich derive advantage, they must 
unite with others: they ought, then, to keep up (heir net in common, and share their capture. By this 
means they will be stimulated to profit, to frugality, and will at last be enabled to procure the sole 
possession of a net ; and it will then become evident to them that they also may raise themselves by 
their endeavours to prosperity. When they cannot find means to attain by uniting together what they 
cannot alone do, they must then serve the rich, till they can not only stand on their own bottoms, but 
get forwards; they do not by this means lose their freedom ; for he is only free who has the means of 
procuring more than what his strict necessities require, and not he who vegetates from morning to 
evening, and from evening to morning. It is better to enjoy limited freedom in service, than none 
in independence. 

Nets made their way lately up to Nordland. Bishop Gunnenis, in 1768, relates, that they had 
been but a very short time in use there, and especially in Rafftesund. 

In 1788, when Strom wrote his last treatise on net-fishing, the contest was still carried on here with 
all the violence against its prejudicial influence, that took place in the beginning of the century in the 
Sondmor. They are now pacified respecting it in Nordland ; but at this present time (1807,) the 
question so often decided, is again under investigation in Finmark. The presiding magistrate 
(Amtman) there, who is since dead, deemed it necessary, in the year 1806, to prohibit nets from 
being set in the rich fishing station at Loppen. They had been only introduced there a few years 
before; they have not probably yet made their way beyond Wardoehuces; and even the Russians, 
in other respects the best and most assiduous fishermen of the north, make but little use of them. 

The fishing with lines is much inferior to the net-fishing. The net overtakes the fish in his unsus- 
pecting progress, and admits of no choice of avoiding or escaping the evil ; but the line is for the pur- 
pose of enticing the fish, and leaves it in some degree to his option whether he will give into the 
snare or not. Lines can only be used at the bottom of the sea, whereas nets can be set at any depth 
A line consists of three pieces, of which the middle one lies extended along the bottom of the sea 
and kept down with stones ; the two other pieces ascend from the ends of the other, and indicate at 
the surface the place where the line is lying in the sea. This middle piece is generally some hundred 
fethoms, and often whole miles in length; and at the distance of every second fathom a strong hook 

* Strom Nors^e Videnskab. Gelsk. Scrifter, I. 403. 
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»-ieay. fixed, so that in general several hundred hooks are fastened to one line. The line is left to remain 
for a day or a night at the bottom of the sea, and then drawn up with the fish, which have swallowed 
the hook, and are caught by it in the belly. In this manner several hundred fish may be caught by 
one lme_; and hence this mode of fishing is also very general. It appears, however, to be less pro- 
ductive m the beginning of the fishery of the spring Tusk, (vaar Torsk, the proper Cod,)* than to- 
wards the end ; probably because the fish does not go to such great depth before spawning, but more 
so after returning from the fishing stations. 

But in general, the Cod; which is penetrated by the hook, is in much less estimation, than the 
one entangled in the meshes of the net. Throughout the whole of the North there is but one 
opinion on this subject ; the former, it is said, neither equals that of the net in size or goodness. It 
IS even asserted, that, supposing an equal number of fish, those caught in the net are always heavier 
than the others by at least a half. Why? M. Rist says, with great probability, because the fish 
which follow the bait at the end of the hook, from that very circumstance prove that they are lean and 
in want of nourishment; whereas those which are fat, keep themselves higher, though they cannot 
escape the meshes of the net. This is certainly no small advantage which the net possesses. There 
are also times m which it is altogether impossible to catch with lines. The fishing with nets does not, 
however, then also fail. This happens in particular when the Hemiig appears in the south of Nord- 
Jand, or the Lodde in the north ;t for the book then offers nothing to the fish which it cannot better 
find m the open sea. Both the Herring and Lodde are the most esteemed baits (madding,) to fasten 
upon the hooks ; so much so, that the fishing edict of 1786 expressly prohibits the use of Lodde as a 
bait in Helgeland, for the very singular reason that but few persons can procure Lodde (as the fish is 
peculiar to more northern latitudes than Helgeland,) and that the Cod, by getting accustomed to it 
will no longer be easily caught with the usual baits. This is another restraint on industry, to please 
those who would fain have things with the least possible trouble. The Lodde, however, does not 
drive away the Cod. 

The sea harbours, however, to the great annoyance of the fisher, a number of other animals 
which, as well ^ the fish, snap at the bait on the hook, to the great increase of the fisher’s distress 
on account of the failure of his endeavours. The most troublesome of them appears to be a small 
species ^sea Crab called Aat, the general food of the fish, which completely devour the bait from the 
hook. To prevent this, the line is not suffered to remain long at a time on the ground, where the 
Aat IS supposed to be in great numbers. It is impossible, however, to prevent even, in that ease, a 
number of Star-fish from fastening themselves on the hooks, and keeping back the fish, instead' of 
which the fisher draws them up along with the line. This is another disagreeable consequence not ex- 
perienced in the net-fishing. It may be a matter of wonder, therefore, that nets have not ever”where 
superseded the use of lines; but the latter are still used on account of their being less expensive. 

I he nets, too, are exposed to many risks by which the fishers not unfrequently lose them altogether. 
Ihestorms, also, very often find their way to the bottom where the net lies, upset the stones, and 
carry all along with them into the sea ; or the kavler, which keep the upper end of the net at the sur- 
ftcc, get penetrated by the salt water; when they sink, and draw along with them the net to the 
bottom. It IS very frequently too torn from the multitude and size of the fish. It often happens 
also, that the capture with lines is more rich and considerable than the nets; and particularly in sum- 
mer, when a perpetual day prevents the setting of the nets, and also towards harvest. The"^ fish then 
find no longer any Herring or Lodde in the upper depths, and are obliged to keep themselves at 
the bottom, where they probably swim along the ground, and straight against the hooks on the lines. 

^ I c u ” means indifferent, but is, according to the account of some experi- 

enced fishermen, of no inconsiderable influence. It appears to have undergone no change in Norway 
for_many centuries, and on that account the northern hooks are very different from those of the rest 
of l!.urope. I hey are procured from Bergen, where their manufacture gives employment to four or 
hve master tradesmen. The size of the hook is proportioned to the nature of the fishery in which it 
IS to be employed. The largest are perhaps a band ’ ’’ • • - 



ing of the hook, and i 



- . , 1 lengtii. of the same breadth iieai-ly in the open- 

- . o, . j. ^ • . , ..'‘’■'y strength of a rope. These are destined for the catching of the 

great P aicc,f (quite helleflynder,) a fish which is frequently as broad as the boat itself. The form of 
the hook, however, does not vary, notwithstanding of the different sizes. 

The shorter arm is always inclined towards the longer, and perpendicular, in an ain>le of nearlyfortv- 
hve degrees ; and the barb at the end of it goes with a considerable point towards'’ the inside^of tL 
hook. In the Russian hook, on the contrary, both arms run down parallel, and are connected with 
another by a horizontal arm ; tho shorter does not reach more than the half of the larger, and the 
barb at the point is less frightful, and less distant from the main arm than in the hooks of Bergen. The 
English hooks, again, are at first sight of a singular construction. Both arms run along in two perpendi- 
cular plains, and are connected together by a small horizontal piece, like the Russian. But when we 
look at a section of the hook, so that the longest arm is the farthest from the eye, and the shorter the 
wI. Wl ’ ‘ V ® something to the right, so that the angle of this deviation 

witti tile perpendicular hue may scarcely amount to more than ten degrees. The Norwegian hooks 



tl. f t, -This IS not deemed necessary in England and Russia. Experience has shown 

that the Russian hooks catch much more than tho Norwegian, and the English much more than the 
Russian. It may be difficult to assign the true reason of this. Is if that tho fish glide more easily off 



the northern hooks, and hold faster on the other ? Or is it that the bait in the latter is more secure 
from b.'ing gnawed off by marine insects? Fishermen themselves are not unanimous respecting 
the causes ; but they do not entertain a doubt of the fact, on this account the English hooks are m 
‘ j "ot«'ft''standing their higher price, although those of Bergen are by far the 

Door o*^j°cted to the English that they arc more easily broken. This prevents 

rinn / for they generally calculate on what the-v have to give m addi- 

thov do mTt "°n superior profit which they are thereby enabled to derive, and which 

y ao not themselves call m question. Does the tin covering contribute any thing to the greater 
mmi'’s?eel ^ coating of blue oxidised steel increases the elasticity o?^com- 

the Brosme aspooies completely different from 

In Norwn.v ® The common Cod has three dorsal fins; the Tusk, or Scotch Tor.^k, butone 

Dor-seor Dweh is Si under the appellation Torsk; thus the Gadus Calleriaa, the 

1‘Ppear from Von Barbatus, or Whiimg Pout of Pennant, Sma Torsk; and it would 

+ Tho T * . ^?^“-^Morhua, the common Cod, is denominated Vanr or Sprins Torsk. 

1 The ‘*^6 Salmo Esperlanus of naturalists, the Smelt, Spirling or Sparline, 

nrone^s Platess/ Lkf Pleuronectes Hippoglossus of naturaUsts, the true Halibut. tL Pli&e is the Ple- 
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‘’i" “"li. compared mtli the other modes, 

“ “"S'» *“■ M««y fishermen thro, oot hand 

kn« while they are rowing, and others where the fish collect together. When thev are in heans to- 
gether, they grasp at the first bait which comes in then way, though it should only bo a daszling tin 
SSv miiX? oT“ ,* ■ “J? fi»o»" in old times , hut that it was .Led 

whh fo o'nonmstances. Bat linos and nets have almost wholly exploded the fishing 

TsiLlc hSt h ™ »f “S' ion' “■« ™P>o»t hand-line with 

a single hook In such a case the English is also better than the Bergen book. 

on arsnol ‘"rtJ *0 P'O'o'h immediately with their capture homewards, or to barter it 

Cweve r'^ c f ''*‘*‘*“ '■'"™ “ i"hni‘o advant^e. They are, 

Xooso Here Zv ft Z Z ‘‘'S'“S ‘>'0" «oh »« wooden erections J that 

fhen dScriSZon ^ T ‘T'a ■ ° ‘¥ "’iniio 'or two or three months, and they must 

freight the vmht nf th away the dried fish, and convey them to the merchant, or 

H nfrfree ifke the efh most Valuable timej for the land 

nWiS f ; each mch-breadth is enclosed property, and the fishermen must treat with the 

place winch they occupy for their operations. The ground rent of a place for 
lfe,,.r«i °^,i importance with respect to the profit which the fisher expects from his 

which is’ to prescribes the amount of the ground rent 

mnlriZ n ^ V® complaining of the difficulties which tL peasants 

ViZiV fl It forbidden to takedown the fish from the erections, 

Sd- ’Ld I 11*1’ cannot be expected to be fully dried before this 

f f !• ' becomes itself soon putrified, but gradually sets the whole 

■p«y tV "’hich it happens to be, and thus destroys whole cargoes and magazines. 

?• of round or Codfish is permitted till the 14tLf April, whereas, 

if rt!i^ Ti ^ pe/mitfed to prepare Rothskiar, or Flakefish. In March the air is dry; 

It little of he moisture of the fish is withdrawn from it, on accounl. of the very low temperature 
sfffi, however there IS less on the coast of Bergen, by which the fish r4ains all 

^ thoroughly dried ; but not after the rainy sea- 
son in May commences. •' 

It then becomes neces.my to cut up the fish end make a Rothskiiit of il, for the puvpose of in- 
creumg the points of contact Khppfish {salted fish) is seldom prepared in the Nordlind^ and per- 
S rz S*'‘ •“ •»» hear, and too difficnlt to be procured ■, and very probably the 

Xmalion oZdt fish ' “ ''■» 



The Lohster Fishery at Helliesund ayid Farsund. 

We live on sea fish and Crabs, (Lobsters,) for this coast seems tlie paradise of Crabs, (Lobsters.) 
Tter number here are astonishing; and the fishery is a very considerable source of gain for the in- 
habitants of Hel iesund. Baskets something like those used for catching Eels, are placed in the 
TOter, the Crab (Lobster) creeps m, but cannot make his way out again, the Crabs (Lobslers) went 
to- London. They were taken away from time to time, and our Lootsoldermund, who collected and 
ke^ an account of them, delivered them out, and divided the payment among the captors. 

^ 1 fill j (Lobstor) ships had their inside fitted up like a large pond'; a large waterproof wooden 
vessel filled with sea water. Into this the Crabs (Lobsters) were put, and they arrived liling and fresh 
in me market in London. The English used to pay on the spot five shillings a piece, and sold them 
intheir market for five marks, or one hundred and twenty skillings. Hence it was well worth their 
whi e to bring &-abs (Lobsters) from this place; and that this branch was by no means a more inci- 
dental concern, is shown by the accounts of the Lootsoldermund. 

In the year 1803, the vessels took, on their first voyage, 12,423 head. 

On their second, ... 6,435 



First voyage, 
Second, 
Third, 
Fourth, 



In the year 1805, 



First voyage, 

Second, 

Third, 



111 the year 1806, 



First voyage, 

Second, 

Third, 



_ This branch of trade has been annihilated by the war. The Crabs (Lobster.s) now multiply un- 
lie^sund^^ rocks of Helliesund, and the English gold no longer enters the houses of Hel- 

(I"°bster) fishery was equally considerable on Listerland to the west of Lindesness. 
l.neretour ships used to comeyearly from Holland to Lusehaven at Farsund. The Dutch used to 
enter into formal contracts with the fishers. All the Crabs (Lobsters) caught from the 1 1th of De- . 
ce.m er to the end of May, between Lister and Lindesness,* a space of eleven aud a half English 

firp tie soutliemmost point of Norway, and kuown to vessels at sea from a large and small 

natirm?i>p ’ 1* on_tnat account celebratedfar and wide. Butit is singular enough to see how the difleront 

Fpr to the genius of their language. The English call it the Naze, (the Cape); the Dutch, 

I cr ixeuss , tne french, la Cap Demeus. 2 B 
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miles, were to be delivered over to them. They were bound to take all that were brought to them. 
They were to give two shillings a head, provided it was eight inches long. If a claw, however, was 
wanting, they were to receive two, which were only to be reckoned as one. Then the profits of that 
fishery were estimated at between three and four thousand dollars.* 



APPENDIX, No. XLI. 

State of the Norway Fisheries in 1834, 1835, and 1836, as described in Mr. Laing’s Journal of a 
Residence in that Country. 

The country from North-Cape, down to the great Namsen river is divided into two Amts or pro- 
vinces: Nordland, anciently Helogaland or Helgoland, which marches with the province of North 
Trondhiems Amt; and Finmark, to the north of Nordland, which is divided into east and west Fin- 
mark. These two extensive provinces, with all their islands, contain a population of only 80,941 per- 
sons. Agriculture here is but a secondary business. The crops of grain are too inconsiderable and 
too precarious to subsist the inhabitants. The winter fishery in the Lofodden islands, from the middle 
of February to the middle of April, and the summer fishery over all the coast, which in some branch 
or other gives occupation for the rest of the year, furnish the inhabitants with the means of purchasing 
grain and other necessaries. The average value of the winter fishery is estimated by an intelligent 
writer, the Amtman Blom, at 430,987 dollars, or £86,500, sterling, valuing the products at the 
prices paid or credited to the inhabitants, by the privileged merchants of Bergen, Drontheim, and the 
intermediate towns. The merchants send out vessels with the articles required in the country, and 
receive the produce of this eight weeks’ fishery in payment. This trade was originally in the hands 
of the Hansc Towns, particularly Bremen. They had in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries a factory, 
or rather fortress, in Bergen, where they exercised an authority almost independent of the govern- 
ment ; and had sub-factories in Nordland and Finmark, and possessed the exclusive privilege of 
buying the fish and other commodities of the inhabitants, and of supplying them from these facto- 
ries with the articles they required. — (P. 265 — 267.) 

The seafaring peasantry occupy the islands, the entire provinces of Nordland and Finmark, and 
the coast side of all the Fiords, even a hundred miles up from the main ocean. These strand sitters, 
as they are called, have small farms, held generally in life rent for their own and their widows’ lives, 
and sufficient to keep a couple of cows, some sheep, and to yield potatoes, and a little corn in favor- 
able situations. Their subsistence, however, depends upon their fishing. 

The great scene of Norwegian fishing is in the Lofodden islands. In the beginning of February 
the fish set in from the ocean, and occupy the banks in the West Fiord, which is that tract of sea 
comprehended between the chain of islands and the mainland. These banks are from three to ten 
miles out in the Fiord, and at a depth of from sixty to eighty fathoms. Shelter from the fury of the 
main ocean, possibly, also, some special circumstances in the temperature, or in the food afforded on 
these banks, bring the Cod in such crowds together to deposit their spawn, that it is said a deep sea 
lead is often interrupted in its descent to the bottom through these fish hills, ps they are called. 
From North Cape to Bergen, all the fishermen, who have the means, assemble in the month of Ja- 
nuary at the different stations. 

The fish are caught in nets and on long lines. Nets are becoming more in use every season. An 
outfit for this fishing consists of two boats, each manned by five men. This company have six or 
eight nets, each twenty fathoms in length, when mounted or put to the back and side ropes ; and thirty 
meshes deep. The mesh of the Cod net is about six inches, when stretched from knot to knot, and 
is made of three-ply hemp thread barked. The nets have sinkers to carry them to the bottom, and 
light wood (cork being too expensive) as floaters on the back rope, to keep them in a perpendicular 
position. 1 he back ropes and ground ropes of each are fastened to the next, and the whole drift 
set as are herring-nets, only with longer buoy ropes, as the nets are set in from sixty to eighty fa- 
thoms. If the outfit is with long lines, the line consists of 1200 hooks at five feet distance, conse- 
quently a thousand fathoms in length, with buoys and anchors; and the hooks, which are of tinned 
iron, are on hook-lines of about a fathom in length. The nets and lines are set at night, and taken 
up in the morning. Each company has its own set ground, determined by marks on the shore. 
Line fishers have the inside, and net fishers the outside. Lines and nets must be set from land to 
seaward, not along the coast ; each station must have only so many fishing companies, that a line fishing 
company may have twenty-five fathoms, and a net fishing company twenty fathoms dear of neigh- 
bours. There is a commander selected at each station by the fishermen themselves; and the pofiee 
and regulations, such as going out together to raise their lines and nets by signal, the prevention of 
night fishing, stealing, or encroachment on another company’s ground, are entrusted to him : and, in 
consort with the commanders of the two nearest stations, he determines when the fishing shall begin 
and end. 

Government, besides these judicious regulations, which leave matters to the judgment of the fish- 
ermen themselves, has other absurd ones ; such as fixing a particular day, before which the cured fish 
cannot be removed, and another, after which they cannot remain. As the curing depends entirely on 
the weather, it would be altogether as wise to fix a day on which corn shall be cut down, ripe or not. 
It often happens that the fish are dry and cured before the 12th of June, being the day fixed, but just 
before it arrives wet weather begins, and they are destroyed ; at other times the fish are not in a state 
to be removed, when by Jaw they must be so. The object is to prevent the stealing of those under 
cure, which might take place if every man removed his fish when he pleased ; but the remedy is as fa- 
tal to property as the disease. 

Eyeiy twenty or thirty of the fishing companies, liave a yacht, or large tender, to bring out their 
provisions, nets, and lines, and to take the produce to market. 

Ihe fish are cured as round or stock fish until April, after which they are split, salted, and carried 
to Drontheim or other places to he dried on the rocks, like our Scotch dried Cod. The stock-fish are 
merely gutted and hung up, two together, across poles, which are provided by the owner of each sta- 
tion ; and they are dried without salt in the wind. 

In a medium year, 1827, there were 2916. boats fishing in eighty-three different stations, accom- 
• Etatsraod Holm Bescrivelsp over Lister eg Mandal. Norsk Topog. Journal, XIII. 38. 
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panied by 124 yachts or tenders, the number of men in all being 15,324. The produce was 16,456,620 
fish, which would be about 8,800 tons dried ; there were also 21,530 barrels of Cod oil, and 6000 
of Cod roe. 

This important winter fishing ends in the middle of April, after which the sea-farin<r peasantry in 
Finmark and Nordland fish for the Russians ; the others return to their homes, and catch Sethe (Ga- 
dus Virens) or Herrings. 

^ The Herring Fishery is not clogged with the absurd regulations of our board, with regard to the 
size of the mesh of the net. In order to preserve the breed, and prevent the young fish from being 
taken, our wise regulations oblige our fishermen to use nets with the mesh of an inch square. The 
consequence is that only full fish, just about to spawn, can be taken ; and in that state they are no 
where esteemed, and not marketable, if others containing neither roe nor melt, and not shotten but 
fat, can be procured. It is time that our government put an end to the absurd whims of the late 
George Rose and his Fishery Board, which have cost the country some millions of money. To pre- 
serve the race of Herrings, if that were even a rational subject for regulation, the way is not to kill 
the unspawned fish, but, on the contrary, to spare them, and kill the young : not kill the goose about 
to lay her golden eggs, but her goslings. The Norwegians very wisely use nets of all sizes of mesh ; 
and take Herrings of any size, at any time by day or niglit, as they can get them, leaving it to the fish 
the sizes and kinds of fish to suit his customers, and leaving it to nature to replace the 
fish killed. By mis wise and simple procedure, they have beat the Scotch Herring curers out of the 
markets of the Baltic, as they deliver fish better assorted, and of better quality.* 

Besides these important general fisheries, there is in every creek of the Fiords, even at a hundred 
miles up from the ocean, as at Steenkjaer in the Drontheim Fiord, abundance of Cod, Whiting, 
Haddock, Flounder, Sea Bream and Herrings, caught for dailv use and for sale by the seafaring pea- 
santry. (P. 3^9—403.) " ^ ^ 

Fish heads and bones are carefully preserved in Nordland, Finmark, and in Bergen’s Amt, and are 
boiled down to a soup, of which cows are exceedingly fond. In Bergen’s Amt, where more Herrings 
■or Sprats are caught in any particular spot than there are barrels aud salt to preserve, the fish are spit- 
ted on sticks, and hung up to dry ; they are then generally devoured by the cows, which in many 
placessubsist very much on this diet. If fish make a diet nutritive enough for a man, there seems no 
very good reason why they should not suit a cow, if she can be got to like them. It appears to be 
the plan here, not to wait until the cattle are starving, before giving them any of those articles in the 
room of hay or straw ; but in all years, good or bad, to give them one or two of these warm feeds, 
weekly or daily.. The animal at first has probably been driven by hunger to such food ; but imitation 
would induce a whole stable of cattle to eat what one appears to ' relish. It is not likely that substi- 
tutes can be brought so far that the horse and his rider will sit down to a beefsteak together, although 
in Germany they lake slice for slice of the brown loaf ; but it is very possible that many a poor cotter 
in Scotland and Ireland might save his cow in a backward spring, if he had spared fodder, by giving 
her one feed a daj' of scalded sea-weed or fish heads, or any procurable substitute, which he could give 
her a taste for. (P. 427 — 428.) 
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SUMMAHX OF THE LeGAL ReGCLATIONS FOE THE IrISH CoAST FiSHEEIES, STILL IN FOBCE. 

Sale of Fish. 

No Herrings shall be bought or sold at sea, nor before the fishers be come into the haven, and the 
cable of their vessel be drawn on the land. 

A hundred of Herrings shall contain one hundred and twenty, (six score,) and a last shall contain 
ten thousand. 

When Herrings shall be sold by measure, there shall be eighty-four gallons in a butt, and thirty- 
two gallons in a barrel. 

The foregoing^ Statutes were extended to Ireland by this law. All Statutes which have been made in 
England, concerning the common law and public weal, shall henceforth be deemed the law of Ireland, 
being authorised and confirmed within this land of Ireland. 

Foreign Fishermen. 

No vessel of other lands, (without license of the Lord Lieutenant, his Deputy or Justice of the 
Law, for the time being, &c.) shall fish on the coasts of Ireland, on pain of forfeiture of the ship 
and goods to the King. 

Preservation op Bait and Fry. 

From the first of March to the last day of September, swine shall not be suffered to feed upon auy 
place, where the sea usually flows and ebbs, on pain of forfeiture. 

Free Use op the Shores, &c. by Fishermen. 

In catching Herrings, Pilchards, and other fish, with sean-nets, persons called balkers, hueors, con- 10th Charles I, Ses« 
dors,_ directors, or guiders, having time out of mind been used to watch and attend on the sea coasts, 2, cep. 24^ 
for giving notice when the fish come near the shores ; and persons possessing land near the coast, hav- 
ing threatened actions of trespass against such balkers, &c., and against fishermen attending or draw- 
ing their seans or nets, or carrying the fish on the lands or shores: 

It shall be lawful at all times hereafter, in fishing for Herrings, &c., to enter and go upon any 
lands near the fishing places, fit, convenient, and necessary, to watch, &c., and draw the fish onshore; 

And if any person shall bring an action for trespass, the defendant may plead not guilty, and give 

It is told, I don't know upon what authority, that one Brokelin, a native of Ghent, first invented the art of caring 
Hemngsin the year 1307- and the Emperor Charles V., when he was in the Netherlands, went to visit his grave. This 
must be a mistake, as about the year 1000, the foster-father of St. Olave, Sigurd Sir, introduced this branch of industry 
among his traels or slaves, accorJing to the Saga of St. Oiave. The art of preserving fish with salt was practised by 
me Romans. Halec, wliich the commentators ex|.lain to be salt fish, was one of the articles of food of the husbandry 
riaves, which Cato the Elder mentions in his work on agriculture : but La Cepede doubts if Herrings or Cod were known 
to the Romans. ° 

2b2 



6th Edward the IVj 



11th Elizabeth, Setvi 
3, cap. 4. 
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17t)i BDd 18th George 
ni. cap. 19, Secs. 10, 
11, 13. 



7th Geo. IV. cap. 31, 



.3rd aad 41h William 
JV,coi>.S3, sec. 13. 



Both Geo. III. cap. 
93, sec. 4. 

51st Geo. III. cap. 66, 



3th Geo. IV. cap. 64, 
sec. 6. 



fttli Geo. IV. cap. 64, 
*ec,'9 auij 10. 



the whole matter in evidence, and in case of nonsuit, or if the issue be tried, for the defendant, he 
shall recover his damages, to be assessed by the jury, or by a writ of inquiry, with costs.* 

Nets. 

To prevent the destruction of plantations “ through the villainous practice of stripping trees, merely 
for the bark thereof, in order to tan or bark nets for the Herring, Salmon, and other fisheries, not- 
withstanding there is a much more efficacious method of curing nets, less expensive, and in no 
shape detrimental to plantations, by curing said nets wi.th tar and oil, which nets, so cured, may lie 
for a month wet without getting damage, whereas bark cured nets must be dried daily or they will rot”— 
All nets and fishing lines shall henceforth be “ cured with tar and oil, and not barked or tanned,” under 
pain of forfeiting “ such nets” to the informer. A penalty of i‘5 is imposed for barking any tree. 

This Act was made perpetual by Acts 32, Geo. III. cap. 40, and 33, Geo. III. cap. 50. f 
Trammel Nets. 

“ Whereas, certain nets called trammel-nets, with menhes of less than three inches and a half 
from knot to knot, have been used upon certain parts of the coast of Ireland, and in some of the 
bays, &c., and it is expedient that the use of such trammel-nets should be restrained and regulated ; 
be it therefore enacted, that from and after the passing of this Act, no trammel-nets shall be made 
use of on any part of the coasts of Ireland, or within any of the baj-s, &c., without the license and 
consent of the Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries ; and that the license and consent of such Com- 
missioners may be granted for the using of such nets, at such places, or within such districts or limits, in 
such manner, and on such conditions, and under such general, local or particular regulations, as well with 
respect to the sire and shape of the said nets, as to the places in which the same be used, as the said 
Commissioners shall think fit to order and direct ; and that a copy of such regulations, applying either 
generally to all coasts and places, or locally to any particular coast, bay, harbour, river, or creek, and 
signed by the Secretary to such Commissioners, shall be transmitted to the proper Inspector or 
Officer of the fishery on the coast, or at the bays, harbours, rivers, or creeks, to which such regula- 
tions shall generally or specially relate ; and that such Inspector or other Officer of the Fisheries shall 
publish such orders and regulations, by posting and distributing copies of the same in such manner 
as such Commissioners shall direct ; and that if any person or persons shall make use of any trammel- 
net without the license and consent of the said Commissioners of the Fishery, or in any manner act 
contrary to the conditions, rules, and regulations, to be made by tbe said Commissioners with respect 
to the same, and signified as aforesaid ; every person so offending, and being thereof convicted, shall, 
for every such offence, forfeit and lose such net or nets, and shall also forfeit a suin not less than 
forty shillings, nor exceeding ten pounds, to be recovered and applied in like manner as is directed 
by the said recited Act with respect to forfeitures for tbe using of any net or nets contrary to the 
directions of the said recited Act.” 

[The other provisions of this A.cl expired on Ote 5th of rijor*/, 1830] 

Fishermen’s Boats. 

The boats of fishermen shall be painted black, and no boat shall be painted so as to resemble 
those in the preventive service, unless with license of the Commissioners of Customs; penalty, 
forfeiture. 

Fishing Boats exempt from Light-house Does. 

Fishing vessels, smacks, and boats shall be exempt from all dues or rates to be levied for the erec- 
tion or maintenance of Light-houses on the coasts of Ireland. 

Fishing vessels, smacks, and boats, shall bo exempt from the tonnage rates, by this Act enforced on 
ships or vessels passing lights on the coasts of Ireland. 

Fish exempt from Export Duties. 

Fish cured in any part of the United Kingdom shall bo exempt from any duty of Customs, payable 
on goods, &c exported from Great Britain or Ireland. 

Grants for Fishery Piers, and repairing the Boats op Poor Fishermen. 

' Sec. 9 ^“And whereas by the herein-before recited Act, of the 48th Year of the Reign of his late 

Majesty King George the TUrd, for the further encouragement and better regulation of the British 
white Herring fishery, the Commissioners for the Herring Fishery to be appointed pursuant to the 
said Act, are authorised to allow premiums or bounties, not exceeding the sum of three thousand 
pounds in tbe whole, in any one year, for the encouraging the Herring fisheries on the sea coasts of 
Scotland ; and whereas, by the herein-before recited Act of the 59th yeai- of the reign of his said 
late Majesty, for tiie further encouragement and improvement of the Irish fisheries, the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, is authorised to direct any sum or sums 
of money, not exceeding the sum of five thousand pounds in any one year, to be paid to the Com- 
missioners of the Irish Fisheries, for the encouragement of the coast fisheries of Ireland, under the 
regulation in the said recited Act respectively contained ; and whereas, it is expeffient that such sums, 
not exceeding three thousand pounds and five thousand pounds respectively, should in future be applied 
in manner herein-after mentioned; be it therefore enacted, that from and after the passing of this 
Act, the said several sums, not exceeding three thousand pounds and five thousand pounds respectively, 
shall be applied and employed by the Commissioners of the said Fisheries respectively, in trio encou- 
raging and assisting the building, making, or repairing of piers or quays, at such ports and places on 
the sea coasts of Scotland and Ireland respectively, as shall appear to the said Commissioners of the 
Fisheries respectively to be most fit and necessary, and not for any other purpose whatever, except 
only in providing materials for the repair of the boats of poor fishermen at such ports or places where 
piers or quays are or shall be built, not exceeding the amount of five hundred pounds in any one year, in 
Scotland and Ireland respectively ; anything in the said recited Acts to the contrary notwithstanding; pro- 
vided always, that no part of such respective sums shall bo granted orallowed to any person or persons, by 
the said Commissioners respectively, for the purpose of making or building or repairing of any such 
pier or quay, except in such cases where the said Commissioners shall be satisfied that not loss than 
one- fourth part of the expenses of building, making, or repairing of any such pier or quay respectively 
hath been advanced and paid and expended by such person or persons.” 

* The Act 69, Geo. III. cop. 109, {expire/t,) g.we fislierinen right to use the waste shores, withoutpayingduos of any 
kind, but restricted them from entering “ demesne grounds, gardens, or parks, without leave.” (Sec. 38.) 

t The Evidence shows that tarred Nets last only a season or two, while tanned Nets, by repeated tanning, mayba 
preserved for several years. 
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Sec. 10. — “ And be it further enacted^ that ail such sums shall bo allowed in Scotland by the Com- U- 

missioners of the Herring’fishery, under such rules and regulations as the said Commissioners shall 
make and publish in that behalf, by and with the approbation of the Lord High Treasurer or Com- ■ — , — -n 
jmissioners of His Majesty’s treasury of the United Kingdom, or any three of them; and that a list 
i)f the names of the persons entitled to any such sums, the place of residence of each of the said person^ 
the situation of the pier or quay which shall be in part made, built, or repaii-ed by any such person 
respectively, and the sums of money paid and expended by such persons respectively, and the sum 
of money assigned to each' person respectively by the said Commissioners, shall be made and certified 
by the said Commissioners of the said Fisheries from time to time,.'inddt such time as shall be directed 
and required by the said Lord High Treasurer or Commissioners of the Treasury: and it shall be 
lawful for the said Lord High Treasurer or Commissioners of the Treasury, and they are hereby aur 
thorized and required to cause the said sums to be paid by .the Commissioners of Excise, at sucii 
times and in such manner, and under such regulations as the said Lord High Treasurer or Commis- 
sioners of the Treasury shall from time to time think proper and expedient.; and the Lord High 
•Tre^urer or Commissioners of the Treasury shall cause an account of all such. sums to be laid before 
.both Houses of Parliament, within fourteen days after the commencement of every session ; and that in 
Ireland all such sums shall be issued under the directions of the Lord. Lieutenant of Irelan.d ; and the 
Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries shall report the application thereof, and a. copy of such Report 
shall be laid before Parliament, in such and the like manner as is required and directed by the said 
recited Act of the 59th year of the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third, for .the 
further encourageme nt and improvement of the Irish fisheries ” 

\_All the othm' provisions of this Act, except an enactment as to .exported Herrings, expired on 
the 5th of ApHl, 1830.] 

Grants for Fishery Piers. 

See. 8. — “ And whereas by the said recited Act passed in the 59th year of the reign of his said late 
Majesty, the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland was authorised to 
direct the payment of any sum or sums of money, not exceeding five thousand pounds in any one year, 
for the encouragement of the coast fisheries of Ireland, and also salaries and allowances to the officers 
and persons employed in and about the execution of the said Act ; be it further enacted, that it shall 
and may. be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, from 
time to time during'the period of five years, from and after the fifth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty, from time to time, to direct any sum or sums of money, not exceeding the sum of 
four thousand five hundred pounds in the first year, and not exceeding the sum of three thousand five 
hundred pounds in the second year, and not exceeding the sum of two thousand five hundred pounds in the 
third year, and not exceeding the sum of one thousand five hundred pounds in the fourth year, and not ex- 
ceeding the sum of one thousand pounds in the fifth year of the said period of five years, to be issued and 
paid to the Directors of Inland Navigation, out of therevcnue of the consolidated fund arising in Ireland, 
to be applied in completing any piers which shall have been begun before the said fifth day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty ; and in paying such officers and persons as shall be necessarily- 
employed in and about, or relating to the complotion of such piers, or in relation to the repayment 
of any loans made and lent before the said fifth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and thirty ; 
or m or about any matters relating to the said fisheries, and requisite to be done for fulfilling the pur- 
poses of this Act.” 



1st tVilliam IV. cap 
5i, sec. S. 



Loans to Fishermen. 

“ Whereas the Commissioners ofthe Irish Fisheries have been and are in the habit of advancing, lOlU (leorge IV. rap, 
to or for fishermen, small sums in the way of loan, out of the annual sura of five thousand pounds, S3, 
disposable for that purpose, under an Act made in the 59th year of the Reign of his late Majesty King 
George the Third, ini.ituled, an Act for the further encouragement and improvement of the Irish 
Fisheries, as amended by an Act made in the fifth year of his present Majesty’s Reign, intituled, an 
Act to amend the several Acts for the encouragement and improvement of the British and Irish 
Fisheries ; and such sums are advanced, not by paying the sums into the hands of the fishermen, but 
by expending the same in building and repairing boats for them, and also in supplying them with va- 
rious implements and materials necessary for following the occupation of fishing; and the Commis- 
sioners have hitherto required promissory notes or other securities to be entered into by the said 
fisliermen, for the punctual repayment of the sums so advanced for their use, with legal interest thereon, 
so as thereby to preserve, without diminution, a reproductive fund for encouraging regular and in- 
dustrious habits among the poorer classes of fishermen inhabiting the coasts of Ireland ; and the said 
fund having already been the means of affording great relief, and producing great public advantage, it 
is expedient to afford every facility for the prompt recovery of the monies advanced for such purj)oses ; 
be it therefore enacted by the King’-= 'Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, that from and after the passing of this Act, any promissory note or other .se- 
curity for any sum not exceeding the amount of ten pounds given or entered into for the purposes 
herein-before mentioned (which are now by law recoverable by civil bill before Assistant Barri.stors,) 
shall and may be sued for and recovered, in the name of the said Coimnissionors or their Secretary 
or any Officer or other person to whom, by their direction or appointment, such notes or security 
shall have been or shall be mad.' layable, before any two justices a'^sembled in any Petty Sessions to 
be held in or near the place where the person or persons sued shall have been last known to reside.” 

2. “ Where personal service of process cannot be effected in the usual way, on a fislierinan or his sure- 
ties, a true copy to be poste i at the place of residence, a 1 1 .m the doors uf parish church and Roman 
Catholic chapel for at leist one hour, between eleven o’clock in the forenoon and three o’clock in the 
afternoon, fourteen days before the day appointed for ' appearing before the Assistant Barrister or 
Justices. 

3. The expenses of procee. lings at Petty Sessions shall not ex ecul the rale of charge for suitors by 
civil Bill, under the Irish Act of ! ith Geo. III. ; and the C'>m.iiissioners may make special agreements 
with attorneys for the expenses of recovering loans, not e.xceeding the amount which would be payable 
under the civil bill aci. 

4. The Commissioners may in.ike contracts for piers, or for loans, although the time necessary 
for completing the works or repaying the loans, may extend to a )>eriud beyond the 5lh of April, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




^st Wnii IVf cap. 54, 



190] APPENDIX TO THE FIRST REPORT, Sic. 

_ ;■ r J SCPEMNIENDENCE OF THE FISHERIES. 

-Act of 1819, 59th Geo. III., cap. 109, Commissioners to be appointed by the Lord Lieuten- 
* ■— . — ■ * of Ireland, were mvested with various powers, and provided with public funds, for regulatine and 

encouraging the prosecution of the Irish Fisheries. This was only a temporary Act, but was conti 
nued by subsequent Acts to the 5th of April, 1 830 ; and in that year all the powers of the Commis” 
aoners existing at the 5th of April, 1 830, were transferred to the Directors of Inland Nmieation in 
f.,r TT 7 r. Ireland, by the Act 1st Wm. IV, cap. 54, «/or (he purposes hennafter mentioned.” 
JslWm.IV.cap.54, for the purposes hereinafter mentwwerf, it is expedient that all the powers of 

of the said Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries should be transferred to the Directors of all works 
relating to Inland Navigation in Ireland,” appointed under an Act of the 40th of Geo. Ill all the 
right, title, interest, powers, and authorities of the Commissioners, are conveyed to, and shall be ex- 
ercised by, the Directors of Inland Navigation. 

_ 9.— The Directors of Inland Navigation shall have all the powers of Commissioners of the Fisheries 
«in and about the execution of this Act, and for carrying this Act into execution,” and all the Acts 
relating to the Insh Fisheries, m force before the 5th of April, 1830, “shall remain and continue in 
force for the purposes of this Act, and for the payment of ail bounties which may have become pay- 
able at any time before the said 5th day of April, 1830, and for the performance of all matters 
and things relating to such bounties but bounties shall not therefore be deemed to be extended or 
revived. 

7_The Lord Lieutenant may employ persons for completing the erection of piers commenced 
or for obtaining repayment of loans to fishermen, made before the 5tli of April, 1830, or “ and in 
“ general for the managing and concluding of all concerns, matters, and things which shall have been 
“ commenced under the authority of the said Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries, and which shall 
“ not have been brought to a conclusion before the passing of this Act.” 

£4500 in the first year from the 5th of April, 1830, of £3500 in the second, of 
£2500 in the third year, of £1500 in the fourth year, and of £1000 in the fifth year, to be applied 
unde!”piers"f Persons employed in the execution of this Act.~(See copy of section 

lo“‘ A ‘1 w fisheries, with all powers and authorities,” vested by the 

”1’ Directors of Inland Navigation, transferred to the Commissioners of 

Public Works. 
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